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"  EnSHE  '  Sviiia  Ftimily  RubiaaoD'  vm  wrilti-ii  by  Juai'liiiu  Ilcinricli 
HW  Knin]>c,  tutor  In  llnroii  HutotHiUll :  nn<l  mtd  luntj^  to  know 
whellipr  tlio  pnpil'a  npirit  of  pntorprise  firml  the  tnlnr,  or  llict 
tutor  rormcd  (he  )>ii[iil.  II  hns  hcoti  one  iif  tlio  {TTRaloRt  of  fuvonritpd.  until 
raptain  Marryafii  naiHiiMil  criticisms  cnicliy  .iisoloscil  its  iilisurditios.  To 
la)  sure,  wlien  one  comes  to  think  of  it.  no  one  Imt  n  ttormnn  could  liavo 
tlioii{;lil  it  prnclicalilc  (o  Innil  tli«-  wliolu  f^iuily  in  n  row  of  wnehing-tu1» 
iiaJIcJ  to<n^ther  butwccn  plunkii, — nnil  the  JBhiiiil  did  contiiin  peculiar  fnunn 
iind  finra;  bol  tlin  Ixmb  '>s  nn  extremely  vnt^-^np  ono  for  all  that,  mid  wo 
decid^lly  wuuld  profer  n«idin^  it  at  lliin  nionipnl  (lian  the  riitli(;r  clinractorlpaa 
'  Mn'tetman  Boady.'  " — Mls»  Yonhr.  in  Manaitlan't  Mitgaiiue.  July  Ibli'J. 


■M|0SIMENTIXO  on  (lie  fonicoiuK  iiarat;i>.|.li.  i.  .TJlic  in  tlie  SpnMar 
mSt  writos: — "Misii  Yotigo  will  he  glad  tolienr  tliat  the  '  Swiaa  Family' 
i«  beginning  to  be  read  again  almost  its  nincli  as  it  dcsorres.  Itollicr 
Marryat  and  liia  nautical  knnwlodfi^!  Ttiey  did  anil  in  the  tulis,  and  train 
inhrns  and  mtrielie^  for  riding,  and  grow  iipplcs  nnd  pines  in  Ihe  same 
f^rdeii :  and  why  aljouldn't  tlioy?  We  nerer  met  the  child  yet  whom  this 
Blory  did  not  frthcinale;  and  if  sonic  piiblislier  would  Just  liavo  it  trnnslaloil 
in  its  old  to'lious  fulneaa.  wo  beliovw  it  would  have  n  sncrcHs  like  llial  of 
•  ITi.clo  Tom's  Cal.iii.'  ■'—T/u-  Sj.vWnr.  July  10.  ItW,!!. 


Ihtboductiox  (from  the  French  of  Charles  Nodler) 
PBOLrOiiUC 
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D  Daniel  De  Foo,  one  daj,  a  great  thought  came;  the  idea 
occnired  to  him  of  Bnrronnding  a  man  with  all  Ihoie  condi- 
tions most  dreaded  by  humanity;  neceesily,  peril,  and, 
before  bII,  solitude.  He  resolved  that  his  hero,  in  fJiis 
desperate  state  of  misery  and  abandonment,  should  have 
but  two  aaiiliaries:  the  moral  courage  wliich  never  quails. 
and  that  proTerbisl  providence  of  the  niiforlunate  which 
helps  those  who  help  tliemselves.  He  resolved  to  show 
how  mncb  might  be  accomplished  by  the  natural  iiistinci 
of  Belf-pre«ervation,  the  patience  of  a  resolute  and  energetic 
character,  and,  finally,  by  that  faculty  of  resignation  which 
is  patience  exalted  into  the  rank  of  Christian  virtues. 
The  English  Robinson  Cbdboe*  is  Ihe  inimitable 
.  type  of  Man  in  Solitnde,  and  I  can  easily  understand  how 
powerfully  it  would  have  affecledthe  morose  and  melnncboly 
^nation  of  Ronssean.f  The  type,  however,  is  tmly 
religions,  trily  moral,  truly  social ;  and  this  last  qnalily  is  as 
ptmiotu  as  it  is  extraordinary  in  a  personage  whom  misfortune  reduces  fo  the 
must  absolute  isolation.  Of  the  three  chief  duties  of  an  intelligent  creature 
towards  God.  towards  himself,  towards  the  creatures  which  resemble  bim, 
Bobinson  Crusoe  discharged  Ibe  flrat  two  with  admirable  and  touching  fervour : 
he  is  tormented  faj  the  Daedoffnlfllling  the  third,  and  aa  quickly  as  he  may  he 
deet  fulfil  it,  for  he  wanted  but  a  neighbour  to  prove  that  he  could  love  him. 
When,  however,  this  conjnnctore  takes  place,  the  dramatic  interest  of  the 
story  is  at  an  end.    Bobinson  f^rosoe  has  his  fieldx.  his  plantations,  his 
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houBes,  his  kingdom.  The  new-comers  will  be  his  workmen,  his  servants, 
his  tenants,  his  subjects.  The  dearest  necessities  of  the  heart,  nevertheless. 
are  forgotten  in  De  Foe's  immortal  work ;  you  nowhere  hear  the  consoling 
voice  of  woman,  or  the  delightful  prattle  of  children ;  you  love  nobody,  not 
even  Crusoe;  the  sympathy  which  attracts  you  to  him  throughout  his 
heroic  struggle  with  destiny  is  not  the  result  of  any  tender  feeling;  it  is 
simply  the  involuntary  reaction  of  your  thought  upon  yourself;  it  is  that 
nniversal  instinct  of  egotism  or  pity  which  associates  you  in  imagination 
with  the  sufferings  you  yourself  might  have  undergone. 

And  would  you  know  up  to  what  point  Crusoe  has  really  interested  you — 
how  great  an  abstraction  has  been  produced  by  the  desolate  position  in 
which  the  romancist  has  placed  him  ?  Ask  yourself  what  becomes  of  him 
When  he  quits  his  island,  and  admit,  frankly,  that  you  have  never  cared  to 
ascertain.  Thus,  then,  in  Daniel  De  Foe's  great  work  there  occurs  an  im- 
pressive situation,  an  action  full  of  disquietude  and  terror  which  constantly 
keeps  our  curiosity  on  the  alert,  and  a  pure  and  tender  morality  which 
strengthens  the  soul.  This  is  much,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  not  enough !  What 
are  wanting  are  those  tender  anxieties,  those  mutual  solicitudes,  those 
alarms,  those  joys  which  we  can  only  share  with  others;  what  are  wanting 
are,  in  truth,  a  father,  a  wife,  and  a  family. 

The  "  Robinson  Crusoe"  of  Daniel  Do  Foe  is  a  masterpiece;  but  it  is  a 
cold  masterpiece,  and  it  leaves  the  heart  cold,  because  the  solitary  unity  of 
the  interest  rests  on  a  purely  exceptional  fact ;  because  Crusoe's  misfortune 
astonishes  and  grieves  more  than  it  touches  us ;  because  this  man,  with  his 
courage  that  impresses  and  his  intelligence  that  reassures,  is,  when  we  come 
to  analyze  him,  nothing  but  a  singular  and  remarkable  individuality,  re- 
moved from  all  the  ties,  all  the  obligations,  and  all  the  affections  of  common 
life.  Crusoe  is  admirable  in  his  resolution,  in  his  activity,  in  his  ceaseless 
industry,  and  we  cannot  but  admire  him ;  only  a  romance  which  excites  our 
admiration  can  never  become  the  book  of  our  heart.  We  are  organized  for 
something  greater  than  the  mere  defence  of  our  material  existence  against 
those  dangers  which  threaten  only  ourselves.  A  most  precious  moral 
instinct,  that  which  reveals  to  man  all  his  future,  leads  him  to  go  in  search 
of  his  follows,  to  love  them,  to  protect  them,  to  defend  them,  to  serve  them. 
There  is  in  our  bosom  a  still  deep  voice  which  cries,  with  the  sage  in  the 
play  of  Terentius  : — 

Homo  ram ;  hnmani  nihil  a  me  alienum  puta 
[I  am  a  man,  and  think  nothing  human  foreign  to  my  sympathies.] 

It  is  not,  however,  the  object  of  these  remarks  to  raise  any  spiteful  objec- 
tion against  the  just  renown  of  the  author  of  **  Robinson  Crusoe."  They 
refer  simply  to  an  inevitable  inconvenience  of  his  subject,  to  a  fault  which 
was  inherent  in  the  very  form  of  his  work,  and  which  the  episode  of  Friday — 
ingenious  and  pathetic  as  it  is  in  itself — could  not  completely  get  rid  of. 


JNTRODUCTTON.  9 

Wyss,  the  author  of  the  book  now  before  us,  did  not  arrogate  to  himeeli 
the  merit  of  the  invention — he  accepted  it,  he  built  upon  it,  he  proclaimed 
himself  an  imitator  and  a  copyist  of  an  immortal  model ;  but  to  imitate,  as 
M.  Wyes  has  dcme,  is  even  better  than  to  invent ;  it  is  to  apply  a  recognized 
invention  to  the  most  important  of  all  possibly  useful  objects;  it  is  to  inspire 
with  a  soul  this  artist's  figure  of  clay ;  it  is  to  give  life  to  Pygmalion's  statue. 
^'Bobinson  Crusoe"  will  ever  remain  a  good  and  a  noble  book;  but  the 
"  Swiss  Bobinson"  merits,  perhaps,  the  first  place  among  all  the  works  of 
imagination  designed  for  the  instruction  of  men  as  well  as  children,  man- 
hood no  less  than  youth.  Seek  neither  in  romances,  nor  in  the  most  special 
treatises  which  a  tender  philanthropy  enlightened  by  science  has  inspired, 
a  code  of  physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  education  preferable  to  it !  I  wish 
you  could  discover  such  an  one,  but  you  will  not.  Those  fortunate  combina- 
tions of  heart  and  genius  to  which  the  munificence  of  M.  de  Monthyon  has 
appropriated  an  annual  prize,*  are  not  altogether  so  common  as  he  seems 
to  have  imagined;  only  three  or  four  occur  in  a  century,  and  these  are  not 
all  of  the  same  value.  Pluche's  "  Le  Spectacle  de  la  Nature,"  the  Abb6 
Gerard's  *' Comte  de  Yalmont,"  Filassier's  *' L'Ami  de  la  Jeunesse,"  the 
"  Magasindes  Enfants"  by  Madame  Leprince  de  Beaumont;  a  few  others, 
and  how  few! — apparent  rari  tumteif — compose  that  choice  and  special 
library  which  increases  so  very  slowly.  Meanwhile,  until  others  are  pro- 
duced, if  I  had  the  honour  to  exercise  any  influence  on  the  deliberations  of 
the  French  Academy,  I  would  engage  it  to  bestow  the  prize  yearly  on  the 
"  Swin  Bobinson "  of  M.  Wyss,  and  to  distribute  that  work  yearly  among 
our  schools.  I  admit  that  such  an  arrangement  would  not  be  altogether  con- 
formable to  the  rigorous  stipulations  of  Monthyon 's  will;  but  I  am  convinced 
that  it  would  exactly  fulfil  the  donor's  intentions. 

The  **  Swiss  Bobinson"  of  M.  Wyss  is  "  Bobinson  Crusoe  "  in  the  bosom 
of  his  family.  Instead  of  the  rash  and  obstinate  sailor  who  struggles  against 
death  in  a  prolonged  agony,  it  is  a  father,  a  mother,  and  their  charming 
children,  so  different  in  age,  character,  and  mind,  who  engage  our  interest. 
Do  not  imagine  that  interest  is  diminished  because  it  is  divided.  It  is 
multiplied,  on  the  contrary,  by  all  the  sympathies  which  a  family  inspires. 
The  new  author's  combination  has  changed  the  entire  economy  of  his  fable ; 
it  transports  you  from  the  final  abode  of  a  solitary  adventurer  to  the  cradle 
of  human  society.  It  puts  before  you  the  growth  of  communities  when 
enlightened  by  God's  wisdom  and  succoured  by  His  providence.  Crusoe's 
island  expands  before  your  eyes ;  and  you  may  study  there  the  progress  of  a 
rapid  civilization  which  embraces  every  period  of  the  world's  history. 

[*  The  Baron  de  Monthyon  invested,  in  1782,  a  sum  of  12,000  francs  (about  £4fi0),  the 
interest  of  which  was  to  be  spent  as  an  annoal  prise  for  some  literary  work,  equally 
meritorions  in  style  and  sentiment,  which  the  French  Academy  shoold  prononnoe  calcu- 
lated to  be  most  useful  to  society.    The  Baron  died  in  1820,  aged  87.—  TVonsIotor.] 

[t  "  Apparent  rari  nantes  in  grurgite  vasto."— Virgil,  jSneid,  lib.  I] 
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The  Swiss  Hobinson  is  one  of  those  men  who  has  learned  much  from  tlie 
simple  but  laudable  design  of  gathering  knowledge,  and  whom  Necessity, 
that  imperious  ruler  of  minds,  suddenly  compels  to  transform  nil  his  theories 
into  practice.  Over  man  in  a  natural  and  uncultivated  condition  he  has  the 
advantage  of  instruction ;  like  Adam,  he  knows  the  names  and  properties  of 
things — ^a  marvellous  boon,  which  our  species  possessed  in  its  primitive  state, 
which  it  lost  after  the  Fall,  and  which  it  does  but  slowly  recover  by  collect- 
mg  the  discoveries  and  ideas  of  past  generations ;  but  this  precious  labour 
of  an  exalted  intelligence  our  hero  has  undergone.  All  that  can  be  known, 
he  knows;  all  those  mysteries  of s creation  which  are  comprehensible  and 
useful,  have  been  revealed  to  him;  and  that  knowledge  which  springs  of 
God  while  accumulating  in  a  judicious  and  submissive  mind,  has  cx)ntributed 
to  strengthen  hia  religious  faith.  It  is  such  a  man  as  this  who  is  called  upon 
to  shelter  a  wife  and  children — to  feed,  t/>  clothe,  to  lodge  them  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  their  habits — with  the  scanty  resources  of  the  desert :  it  is  this 
man  who  succeeds  in  so  great  a  task  by  means  of  arduous  labours,  inde- 
fatigable exertions,  and  a  devout  confidence  in  the  unlimited  goodness  of  the 
Master.  His  history  embodies,  then,  the  entire  history  of  man,  and  even  of 
society ;  it  is  space  enclosed  within  a  narrow  boundary;  it  is  time  summed 
up  in  a  brief  succession  of  years — the  prolonged  and  patient  toil  of  humanity 
set  forth  in  the  internal  economy  of  a  small  household.  It  is  the  peculiarly 
attractive  and  readable  summary  of  an  encyclopiedia.  conceived  by  men  of 
true  wisdom,  and  adapted  to  our  actual  needs. 

A  moment's  reflection  suffices  to  show  that  M.  Wyss's  plan  embraces  a 
complete  Educational  Course,  and  that  it  cx)nduct8  the  author,  in  a  single 
generation,  to  the  reasonable  limits  of  Progress,  unrlerstanding  the  latter 
word  in  its  exact  value — that  is,  without  regard  to  the  extravagant  preten- 
sions of  those  impious  sophists  who  are  always  building  Baliol !  The  Swiss 
Crusoe  asks  of  Nature  all  the  help  which  Nature  can  give  to  man,  and 
Nature  refuses  him  nothing,  because  all  creation  is  at  the  service  of 
humanity.  To  laborious  patience  nothing  is  wanting,  to  inventive  industry 
nothing  is  wanting,  but  those  things  whose  need  has  not  yet  been  experi- 
enced, and  shall  we  say  that  aught  is  really  defident  which  is  not  neces- 
sary? It  is  true  that  the  Swiss  Crusoe's  island  is  more  than  usually 
favoured  in  its  natural  products;  but  that  we  do  not  find  the  same  resources 
wherever  we  cast  our  glancee  or  plant  our  feet  is  due  to  imperfect  inquiry, 
or,  if  we  may  so  speak,  to  the  absence  of  any  absolute  and  imperious  need. 
Who  **  in  populous  cities  pent "  has  not  trodden  disdainfully  on  the  much- 
contemned  nettle  and  bracken,*  never  reflecting  that  these  could  supply  him 

[  *  The  Common  Nettle  ( UHiea  diruvx),  which  flourishes  in  all  onr  hedge-rows,  Is  a 
plant  of  great  oapabillties.  Its  roots  afford  a  yellow  dje  ;  the  Juice  of  its  stalks  and 
leaves  a  beautiful  green ;  the  young  shoots  make,  when  boiled,  an  excellent  dish,  and  arc 
also  esteemed  as  food  for  poultry  ;  the  hxui  fibre  supplies  the  material  of  yam  and  cloth. 
Tjoth  of  the  finest  and  coarsest  kinds.  Much,  too,  may  be  said  in  praise  of  the  common 
Brake  or  Bracken  {Pteria  aquUina).    The  root  stock,  ground  and  mixed  with  barley,  can 
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Tcith  an  agroeable  and  wholesome  food,  a  tissue  not  inferior  to  that  of  hemp,  a 
paper  far  preferable  to  that  which  we  manufacture  at  present  from  cotton,  a 
savoury  bread,  a  brilliant  transparent  crystal  ?  Truly  we  are  very  heedloss 
and  Tery  ungrateful !  But  the  Swiss  Crusoe  avails  liimself  of  ail  the  g^fts 
of  God,  while  referring  the  glory  of  thorn  to  God;  ho  studies,  and  he  learns 
in  company  with  his  pupils,  which  is  an  excellent  method  of  teaching;  every 
discovery  leads  to  an  experiment,  every  experiment  creates  some  art  or  sug- 
gests some  handicraft ;  each  day  bears  its  own  fruit ;  all  these  discoveries, 
all  these  successes,  are  so  many  acts  of  gratitude  to  the  great  Creator.  See 
how  this  life  is  animated  by  wholes^nne  pursuits,  by  useful  and  strengthen- 
ing labours,  by  pious  aspirations  towards  a  merciful  Father,  by  a  swoet  and 
tender  omulousness  who  shall  most  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  all ! 
Show  me  anywhere  a  system  of  primary  Instruction  which  surpasses  this, 
and  whether  it  comes  from  Locke,  Rousseau,  the  philosophers,  or  the  Uni- 
versity. I  promise  it  beforehand  my  wannest  prai>5<^s  ! 

Charles  Nodier, 
Member  of  the  French  Academy 


NOTE  BY  THE  ENGLISH  TRANSLATOR. 

In  the  present  volume  I  have  followed  the  French  translation  by  Madame 
Voiart,  which  is.  perhaps,  superior  even  to  the  original  in  style;  is  more 
lucid,  spirited,  and  expressive.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  first  unabridged 
version  offered  to  the  English  public  of  a  work  which  has  acquired  a  great 
and  well-merited  popularity  from  its  happy  combination  of  instruction  and 
amusement,  of  the  interest  of  romance  with  the  discoveries  of  science. 

1869.  w.  H.  D.  A. 

be  used  for  bread  ;  the  ashes  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  glass ;  and 
the  pUmt  also  serves  for  littering  cattle,  for  fodder,  and  for  thitcb.  Tlie  commonest 
things  are  not  always  the  least  osefol. — TransUUor.l 
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SWISS  famil;,  vhom  the  prospecle  of  fortune  sumnioned 
to  America,  hnd  embaiked  at  Havre  oa  board  a  merchant 
VEBsel  inlooded  to  transport  a  boilj  of  emigrants  to  tbe 
New  World.  A  distant  relative  of  H.  Starck  {tiach  was 
the  name  of  the  head  of  this  family)  had  recently  died, 
bequeslhiDg  hia  estatea  to  his  cousin,  on  condition  that 
the  latter  settled  upon  them  in  America  vitb  his  children. 
Six  individual, — the  father,  (he  mother,  and  four  chil- 
dren of  different  ages  and  chnraclers, — compotted  this  little 
family.  The  eldest  child,  who  was  named  Frederick, 
■^  was  fifteen  jeara  old  —  a,  tall  handsome  boy,  full  of 
strength  and  agility,  with  a  elcar  brain,  a  good  heart,  hnt 
more  akilfnl  in  physical  than  in  mental  eiercisBB ;  not.  how- 
ever, deficient  in  intelligence,  though  less  clever  than  his 
brother  Ernest.  The  latter,  thirteen  yeara  of  age,  was  of 
a  ilow,  and  even  a  somewhat  slothful  temperament ;  bnt 
naturally  attentive,  obeervaat,  and  meditative,  he  constantly  occupied  him- 
self in  the  punoit  of  knovrlet^.  He  had  a  special  inclination  for  natural 
history,  and  had  already  acquired  a  wide  acquaintance  with  that  fascinatiDg 
science — the  result  ol  his  eiperimanta  and  his  obeervationB. 

The  third  boj,  whose  name  was  Rndly  (a  pet  abbreviation  for  that  of 
Rudolph),  was  twelve  years  old.  A  frank,  talkative  giddy-pate,  he  was 
somewhat  presumptaona,  bold,  and  eoterpriaing,  but  withal  an  eiceUent  lad, 
whOM  good  qualities  of  heart  compensated  for  the  levity  of  his  disposition. 

Finally,  the  youngest  <rf  all.  whom  his  mother  and  brothers  agreed  in 
calling  "  Little  Friti,"  was  a  boy  only  eight  yeara  of  age,  very  lively  hot 
very  gentle,  whoee  stndiea  had  been  retarded  by  a  feeble  childhood.  He 
knew  nothing  aa  yet ;  but  being  attentive  and  obedient,  woold  quickly 
acquire  that  degree  of  instruction  proper  for  hix  n^  and  talents. 

M.  Starck  was  a  man  in  the  prima  of  life,  a  sincere  Cbristinn. 
wholly  devoted  to  the  exact  discharge  of  hie  duties  as  a  citizen  and 
a  firtber.     Tbe  admirabls  education   which   be  had   received,   combined 
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with  his  extensive  reading,  enabled  him  to  bring  up  his  children 
under  his  own  eye,  and  to  accustom  them  at  an  early  age  to  those 
habits  of  order  and  industry  to  which  he  liimself  owed  the  prosperity  he 
had  hitherto  enjoyed.  He  was  desirous  that  Practice  should  go  hand  in 
hand  with  Theory,  and  especially  that  his  sons  should  supply  themselves 
with  a  variety  of  things  for  which  the  majority  of  children  too  frequently 
invoke  the  assistance  of  their  servants  and  seniors.  While  still  in  their 
childhood,  therefore,  they  learned  to  handle  with  tolerable  adroitness  the 
saw  and  hammer,  and  not  a  plank  or  a  nail  was  fixed  in  the  house  without 
displaying  the  more  or  loss  skilful  handiwork  of  tho  young  carpenters. 
Bred  up  in  the  country,  and  almost  all  of  tlicm  gifted  with  a  robust  consti- 
tution, they  learned  to  brave,  without  danger  to  their  health,  the  heat,  the 
cold,  the  rain,  and  all  the  extremes  of  the  different  seasons.  Accustomed 
to  visit  the  stables  and  outhouses  of  their  father  s  farm,  they  were  neither 
afraid  of  horses,  or  cattle,  nor  of  any  other  kind  of  domestic  animals.  At 
need  they  could  even  feed,  harness,  or  drive  them.  Their  father,  while 
thus  inuring  them  to  Isibour  and  fatigue,  was  anxious  not  only  to  strengthen 
their  constitution,  and  to  lift  them  above  the  thousand  puerile  fears  which 
children  too  often  feel  at  the  sight  of  animals,  but  to  give  them  that  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  tho  things  of  common  life  which  can  never  be  acquired 
from  books,  and  which,  by  teaching  children  to  rely  on  their  own  resources, 
eventually  makes  them  more  useful  to  their  fellow-men,  and  endows 
them  with  a  noble  independence.  Little  did  he  think,  however — this  wise 
and  thoughtful  father — that  in  this  way  he  was  providing  his  sons  with 
the  means,  not  only  of  extricating  themselves  from  the  most  terrible 
dangers,  but  more,  of  ensuring  their  prosperity  and  the  welfare  of  all  their 
family. 

M.  Starck's  admirable  wife,  whom  he  most  frequently  called  "  my  good 
Elizabeth,"  was  the  true  type  of  "  a  mother  of  a  family."  Solely  occupied 
with  the  cares  of  her  household,  she  ruled  therein  with  gentleness  and  good 
humour.  Her  love  for  her  children  was  as  enlightened  as  it  was  profound ; 
the  earnest  piety  which  inspired  her  soul  preserved  her  from  a  misjudged 
weakness  towards  their  faults,  but  it  was  seldom  that  her  mild  remonstrances 
proved  ineffectual  to  control  them  ;  their  respect  for  her  was  equal  to  their 
affection. 

Simimoned,  as  we  have  said,  to  take  iwbsession  of  a  rich  inheritance  in 
the  New  World,  M.  Starck,  in  the  hope  of  securing  for  his  family  a  more 
advantageous  future,  did  not  hesitate  to  bid  farewell  to  his  country  and 
embark  for  Philadelphia.  The  beginning  of  their  voyage  was  singularly 
fortunate.  According  to  his  time-honoured  custom.  M.  Starck  took  advan- 
tage of  tho  novel  circumstances  which  surrounded  them  to  augment  his 
children's  stock  of  practical  knowledge.  Tho  order  and  adniirublo  arrange- 
ment which  prevailed  on  board  the  vessel,  the  intelligent  and  wt-ll- regulated 
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toils  of  its  crew,  the  wonders  uf  the  compass,  the  capabilities  of  the  holm, 
all  those  grand  achievements  of  the  art  of  navigation  wherein  the  powers  of 
calcnlation  and  equilibrium  work  so  many  marvels,  were,  during  the  voyage, 
a  daily  and  inexhaustible  source  of  instruction  and  astonishment  for  the 
eons  of  M.  Starck.  They  learned  from  the  sailors  to  make  and  unmake 
those  seamen's  knots  which  are  at  once  bo  simple  and  so  indissoluble ;  they 
exercised  themselves  in  hauling  in  the  cables,  in  working  the  capstan ;  and 
when  the  carpenter  had  any  repairs  to  make,  were  ever  ready  to  assist  him. 
Frederick  laboured  industriously  with  an  enormous  auger ;  Kudly  with  his 
mallet  dealt  heavy  blows  on  the  wooden  plugs ;  and  if  Ernest  did  not  appear 
to  take  so  industrious  a  part  as  his  brothers,  he  was  not  the  less  busy  in 
making  a  host  of  curious  or  useful  observations  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
artizan  executed  his  tasks,  whether  he  shifted,  almost  unaided,  huge  logs 
of  timber,  or  raised  them  by  means  of  the  lever ; — in  a  word,  nothing  escaped 
his  vigilance,  and  he  thus  enriched  his  mind  and  memory  with  numerous 
facts  which  were  destined  soon  to  prove  of  great  utility. 

They  had  already  reached  lat.  40°  N..  and  all  things  conspired  to  cherixh 
the  hope  that  in  ten  days  their  voyage  would  be  ended,  when  suddenly  the 
winds,  hitherto  favourable,  completely  changed,  and  raged  with  such  fury 
that,  spite  of  all  the  skill  and  energy  of  the  crew,  their  ship  was  driven  out 
of  her  course,  a  wanderer  in  unknown  seas.  A  terrible  storm  arose,  and  for 
ten  days  and  nights  continued  to  increase  in  vehemence.  In  these  terrible 
circumstances  M.  Starck  and  his  eldest  son,  the  only  one  who  could  take  an 
active  part  at  the  pumps,  evinced  the  utmost  zeR\  and  self-devotion.  But 
at  length,  overcome  by  fatigue,  they  threw  themselves  on  a  mattress  in  the 
stem-cabin,  where  the  mother,  surrounded  by  her  children,  knelt  in  prayer, 
and  commended  to  the  mercy  of  God  the  cherished  objects  of  her  affection. 
While  they  thus  snatched  a  brief  repose,  a  great  clamour  was  heard  \j\H)n 
deck.  .  .  . 

But  we  shall  now  leave  M.  Starck  himself  to  continue  the  narrative  of 
this  deplorable  event,  as  well  as  of  the  strange  incidents  which  followed.  May 
its  perusal  prove  agreeable  to  our  young  readers,  while  demonstrating  this 
important  truth,  that  whatever  the  severity  of  the  misfortunes  with  which 
it  is  the  will  of  God  at  times  to  chasten  us,  Providence  never  abandons 
those  who  do  not  abandon  themselves ! 
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Agiin  ihe  plnngH  !  lufk  !  s  ■ 

•COl 
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Th.  FsUl  rirtlnu  rimdilorlng  i 
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Ah,  HesTen !— behold  her  m 

.>hll 

Sh*  loDWUl,  puU,  >nd  Epnvt 

.  IX  days  the  Btorm  had  raged  in  un- 
bridled fury.  On  the  seventh,  far 
from  showing  any  signs  of  abatement, 
it  seemed  to  increase  in  violence. 
We  were  driven  towards  the  south- 
east, and  no  one  knew  in  what  region 
we  should  find  ourselves ;  the  ship, 
all  whose  masts  had  gone  by  the 
board,  leaked  heavily ;  her  crew, 
spent  with  so  many  weary  days  and 
sleepless  nights,  no  longer  addressed  themselves  to  a  toil  which 
they  considered  useless :  instead  of  the  usual  oaths  or  noisy  songs, 
only  tardy  ejaculations  of  devotion,  or  low  moans  of  despair,  might 
now  be  heard  ;  in  a  word,  the  alarm  and  terror  were  general,  and 


IS  "  PRAYER  IS  THE  VOICE  OF  FAITH. 


ending  their  souIk  to  God's  mercy,  everybody  thought 
nnly  how  they  might  gave  their  lives. 

"  Children,"  I  i»id  to  my  four  sons,  whom  fear  had  slmoet 
fliipofiod,  "  Qod  alone  can  rescue  UB,  and  if  it  he  His  pleasure  He 
will  do  so.  Should  He  in  HiB  wisdom  order  otherwise,  we  must 
Huhniit ;  we  shall  be  reunited  in  heaven,  never  again  to  separate." 
On  hearing  these  words,  which  prepared  her  lor  a  terrible 
(ratastrophc,  my  worthy  wife  dried  her  teats,  her  lips  murmured 
one  lust  brief  prayer;  then  she  recovered  her  composure;  site 
sti'ovo  to  roassure  her  children — who  were  nestling  round  her — 
with  A  conrago  and  a  strength  of  soul  of  which  I  myxelE  was 
incnpable ;  for  I  felt  my  heart  breaking  with  agony  at  the  thought 
of  the  fate  which  threatencrd  the  cherished  objects  of  my  tendcr- 

A  conmion  feeling  Impelled  m  to  our  knees,  and  a  devout  and 
('BriiiiHt  prayer  aroso  to  the  God  of  mercy,  in  whom  alone  we  con- 
fided tor  our  salvation.  I  perceived  in  this  circumstance  how  even 
tlin  diiMiHh  heart  can  soar  above  all  selfish  thoughts,  and  draw 
triiiii  prayer  the  strength  it  needs  to  resist  the  pressure  of  adversity. 


"ON  BOILraO  8UROES  TOST."  10 

Frederick,  my  eldest  eon,  prayed  aloud;  he  entreated  the  Divine 
Balw  to  mm  bie  parents  and  his  brotheiB ;  he  seemed  to  foi^t 
hia  own  danger  in  thinking  of  that  which  menaced  ue ;  and,  for  a 
few  moments,  all  jaj  yonng  family,  iutpired  by  this  generomi 
emotioD,  felt  their  tenors  subside.  My  trust  in  Providence  waxed 
stronger :  "  Will  not  our  Lord  hare  pity  upon  them?  " — I  said  to 
myself,  with  throbbing  heart — "they  invoke  him  with  so  much 
lore  and  nioh  earnest  faith  I  " 

Suddenly  we  heard,  above  the  roar  of  the  waves  which  clashed 
and  clanged  against  our  fated  vessel,  the  cry  of  the  look-out  man : 
"  Land  !  land  I  "  At  the  same  moment  the  ship  received  a  shock 
eo  terrible  that  it  sent  us  reeling  from  side  to  side ;  it  was  followed 
by  a  dull,  hoarse  cracking,  and  by  a  sound  of  water  pouring  in 
with  a  violence  which  conrinced  me  that  the  TesBel's  broadside  had 
strwi  against 
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cinring  to  control  myself, — "  Courage!"  I  exclaimed ;  "  we  are  still 
above  the  water ;  the  shore  is  close  at  hand ;  and  Otod  never  for- 
sakes those  who  trust  themselves ;  I  will  go  and  see  what  hope 
remains  to  us  of  safety." 

I  ascended  to  the  deck.  The  torrents  of  rain  and  the  furious 
billows  which  swept  it  prevented  me  at  first  from  standing  up- 
right. At  length  I  contrived  to  steady  myself  by  clinging  to  ^he 
Rhattercd  stump  of  the  main-raast.  Imagine  my  consternation  when 
I  discovered  that  all  the  crew  had  deserted  the  vessel !  I  could 
perceive  the  boats  pushing  off  filled  with  men,  and  a  sailor  cutting 
the  rope  which  until  then  had  held  the  last  alongside.  I  ran  to 
the  main-chains — I  cried — I  commanded — I  implored — but  all  in 
vain ;  my  voice  was  drowned  by  the  roar  of  the  storm ;  and 
whether  it  was  that  the  billows  swelling  mountain-high  prevented 
the  fugitives  from  perceiving  my  signals  of  distress,  or  that  the 
tumult  of  the  sea  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  return,  I  was 
doomed  to  wat<:h  the  boats  driving  through  the  waves  with  fright- 
ful speed,  and  to  feel  that  all  hope  of  succour  must  be  abandoned ! 
Yet,  frightful  as  was  this  thought,  I  experienced  an  emotion  of  joy 
on  discovering  that  the  water,  which  already  overwhelmed  a  part 
of  the  vessel,  only  rose  to  a  certain  height,  and  that  my  family, 
gathered  in  the  stem-cabin,  were  consequently  out  of  any  im- 
mediate danger.  I  then  cast  my  anxious  gaze  to  the  southward, 
where  I  made  out,  through  the  rain  and  fog,  and  at  no  great 
dialaiice,  the  outline  of  a  coast,  tolerably  wild,  it  is  true,  in  ap- 
peenuKe,  but  to  attain  whidi,  in  this  dread  conjuncture,  became 
the  object  of  all  my  desires. 

AlUioQgli  deeply  aflected  by  the  position  in  which  our  desertion 
by  tbe  crew  bad  placed  im,  I  assumed,  on  returning  to  my  family, 
a  composore  which  I  was  very  far  hnm  experiencing. 

"^  PeereiU"  I  exclaisoed^  as  I  SAlcred  the  cabin,  '*  be  of  good 
heeft!  AXi  liope  is  ftoi  yet  losi!  In  truth,  our  ship  is  fast 
A-gTv^oBiL  but  tlie  water  does  uol  rMdi  iIm  main-deck  -,  and  if  in 
iW  moraioj?  tke  wind  and  see  go  dowiu  it  will  not  be  impc^sible, 
I  think.  t«  iDiiu  tke  skore :  it  is  dose  at  baml.*' 

This  tune  asBuranee  $uv!denly  tranquillixN^l  my  children :  andL 
mi(h  t^  ssnguinentK^  natural  to  their  ag^  and  inexperieiKe.  tkey 
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w«T«  not  slow  in  r^arding  as  positive  what,  alas  I  was  an  jet  very 
donbtfiil:  thtj  eren  began  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the  event 
which,  b^  rendering  the  vessel  fast  and  immovable,  had  relieved 
them  irom  the  terrible  oecillstionH  that  bad  afBicteJ  them  bo 
mrtnlj  daring  Uie  voj^sge,  and  eapecially  since  the  beginuing  of 
the  itorm.  But  roj  wife,  more  accustomed  to  penetrate  my  secret 
thonghts,  discovered  the  deep  anguish  which  1  strove  to  conceal. 


A  sign  from  me  made  known  to  1 
I  felt  mjr  coun^  rerire  when  I  a 
nowise  ahaken.  "Let  as  take  so 
minda  will  be  strengthened  ae  wel 


r  our  forsaken  condition  ;  but 
V  that  her  trust  in  Ood  was 
le  food,"  Hhe  said,  "and  our 
f  our  bodies  ;  the  approach- 


ing night  will,  perhaps,  be  one  of  great  suflbring,  and  we  must 
be  prepared  to  undergo  whatever  trials  God  may  nee  (it  to 
ordain." 


22  "  THE  MOTHER  OF  INVENTION. 

She  immediately  began  to  make  ready  the  children's  sapper, 
according  to  her  usual  custom.  They  all  ate  heartily,  while  my 
wife  and  I  forced  ourselves  to  swallow  a  few  mouthfuls.  Soon 
afterwards  our  boys  flung  their  weary  limbs  upon  their  beds,  and 
fell  soimd  asleep.  Frederick  alone,  who  felt  more  keenly  than  his 
brothers,  because  he  more  clearly  understood  the  danger  of  oar 
condition,  seemed  desirous  of  sharing  our  mournful  vigil. 

'^  Father,"  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  I  have  thought  of  a  means 
of  safety.  Let  us  make  for  mother  and  my  brothers  a  kind  of 
swimming-jacket;  I  mean,  let  us  fasten  under  their  arms  some 
pieces  of  cork  or  empty  bottles,  to  support  them  in  the  water ;  as 
for  you  and  me,  father,  I  think  we  can  swim  without  difficulty, 
and  with  no  other  help  than  our  strong  arms  1 " 

"  The  idea  is  excellent,"  I  replied;  "  and  we  must  directly  devise 
the  means  of  carrying  it  out,  that  we  may  be  to-night  prepared  for 
any  event." 

In  our  cabin  were  stored  several  small  casks  and  tin  boxes 
which  had  contained  the  provisions  for  our  long  voyage ;  I  thought 
them  exactly  fitted  for  our  present  purpose.  We  fastened  them 
together  in  pairs,  leaving  between  each  a  space  of  about  a  foot ; 
and  my  wife  attached  some  stout  straps  to  sling  them  under  our 
arms.  As  soon  as  these  novel  trajectories  were  completed,  and 
firmly  strapped  on  the  shoulders  of  our  poor  little  ones,  who 
underwent  this  preparation  almost  without  waking,  we  waited 
patiently  the  return  of  day,  in  the  hope  that  if  the  ship  broke  up 
during  the  night,  we  might  contrive,  partly  by  swimming  and 
partly  by  floating,  to  reach  the  shore  in  safety. 

I  persnaded  my  son  to  take  some  repose,  for  the  toils  of  the  day 
had  prostrated  him,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  fell  asleep :  my 
wife  and  I  continued  our  watch.  We  passed  the  night — the 
longest  and  most  terrible  of  our  lives — in  a  state  of  incessant 
alarm  ;  listening  to  every  souud,  and  trembling  at  each  movement 
of  the  shattered  vessel,  lest  we  should  be  overtaken  by  some  new 
disaster.  What  sad  reflections  thronged  thickly  on  our  minds  I 
What  plans,  as  quickly  banished  as  conceived  I  But  ah,  what 
ardent  prayers  rose  from  the  depths  of  our  anguished  hearts 
towards  an  All-merciful  and  All-powerful  God  I 


\ 
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At  length  the  night  passed  away,  and  without  any  accident. 
Towards  morning  the  wind  went  down ;  the  sky  brightened;  and 
the  dawn,  breaking  on  a  cloudless  horizon,  foretold  a  day  of  calm. 
With  reinvigorated  heart  I  summoned  my  wife  and  children  upon 
deck,  whither  I  had  already  ascended :  my  sons  at  first  were  struck 
dumb  with  surprise  at  seeing  none  of  their  companions.  ^*  Where, 
then,  are  all  our  people  ?  "  they  exclaimed ;  "  why  have  they  de- 
parted without  us  ?  how  shall  we  finish  our  voyage  ?  " 

'^  My  dearest  boys.  He  who  has  protected  us  hitherto  will  know 
how  to  preserve  us  and  free  us  from  our  present  peril:  let  thin 
teach  you  to  rely  only  upon  Heaven  and  your  own  energies.  The 
comrades  in  whom  we  placed  so  much  confidence  have  pitilessly 
abandoned  us  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  but  there  remain  to  us  God 
and  the  understanding  which  He  has  given  us ;  let  us  bow  before 
the  one,  and  turn  the  other  to  advantage.  ^  Help  thyself,  and 
God  will  help  thee,'  is  a  maxim  we  never  should  forget.  Now, 
my  children,  to  work  I  Let  us  contrite  some  means  of  quitting 
this  wreck,  and  gaining  the  shore,  which  looms  yonder  at  no  great 
distance." 

We  discussed  the  matter  together.  Frederick,  who  was  a  bold 
swimmer,  held  stoutly  to  his  original  proposition,  and  even  under- 
took to  guide  his  mother  with  one  arm  while  he  swam  with  the 
other. 

"  You,  papa,  can  conduct  my  two  brothers;  and  Ernest  is  strong 
enough,  with  the  help  of  these  two  casks,  to  accomplish  the  passage 
alone." 

Ernest,  somewhat  slow  and  lethargic  by  nature,  did  not  relish 
the  proposal.  "  It  would  be  better,"  he  said,  "  to  construct  a  raft, 
and  then  all  of  us  might  set  out  together." 

"  Undoubtedly,"  I  replied ;  "  if  its  construction  were  not  a  task 
beyond  our  strength,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  very  hazardous 
embarkation.  Let  us  think  of  some  other  plan ;  but  first  we  will 
go  over  the  ship ;  the  examination  may  suggest  some  idea  capable 
of  being  more  easily  carried  out." 

Immediately  we  all  began  to  explore  the  vessel.  For  my  part, 
I  first  visited  the  caboose,  where  the  provisions  and  fresh  water 
were  stored,  for  the  thought  troubled  me  how  all  my  people  wouM 
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be  fed.  My  wife  and  little  Fritz  went  in  search  of  the  poultry  and 
domestic  animals,  which,  forgotten  two  whole  days  in  the  press  of 
our  misfortunes,  were  dying  of  hunger  and  thirst. 

As  soon  as  Frederick  had  discovered  the  powder-room,  Ernest 
repaired  to  the  carpenter's  stores,  and  Radly  to  the  captain's  cabin; 
but  he  had  scarcely  opened  the  door  before  two  dogs  burst  forth, 
and  in  their  joy  at  recovering  their  liberty,  brought  our  little  boy 
to  the  ground  with  their  noisy  caresses. 

Rudly  was  at  first  much  alarmed  by  the  strange  apparition,  but 
he  soon  recovered  himself ;  and  as  hunger  had  rendered  the  poor 
animals  very  tractable,  found  no  difificulty  in  mastering  them. 
Taking  each  by  the  ear  he  led  them  upon  deck,  whither  I  had 
already  returned.  His  brothers  arrived  also  from  their  various 
quarters :  Frederick  brought  two  fowling-pieces,  some  lead,  and  a 
small  cask  of  gunpowder;  Ernest  carried  an  axe,  a  hammer,  and  a 
pair  of  pincers.  He  had  filled  his  cap  with  nails  of  all  sizes,  and 
a  chisel  and  half-a-dozen  gimlets  projected  from  his  pockets.  Not 
one  of  us  but  contributed  something  to  the  general  store ;  even 
little  Fritz  presented  a  box  in  which  he  had  found,  he  said,  "  some 
pretty  hooks." 

"  Truly,"  said  I,  after  I  had  examined  his  treasure- trove,  "  our 
youngest  has  made  the  best  discovery ;  Fritz's  '  little  hooks*  are 
good  strong  fish-hooks,  which  will,  perhaps,  do  more  to  support 
our  lives  than  anything  else  in  the  whole  vessel.  Thus  it  is,  my 
children,  that  good  fortune  in  this  life  often  falls  to  those  who  seek 
and  understand  it  least." 

"  As  for  me,"  said  my  wife,  "  I  bring  nothing  but  good  news : 
I  have  found  a  cow,  an  ass,  two  goats,  and  seven  sheep,  as  well  as 
a  fat  sow,  still  alive ;  and  as  I  have  given  them  plenty  of  food, 
they  will,  perhaps,  supply  our  wants  if  it  be  the  will  of  God  we 
should  remain  some  time  on  this  frail  shelter." 

*'  Undoubtedly,"  I  exclaimed,  my  mind  recalled  to  our  most 
pressing  anxiety,  "  your  intelligence  is  very  pleasing ;  but  the 
difficulty  is  not  yet  solved.  You,  Rudly,  for  instance,  in  your 
concern  for  your  favourite  animals,  Lave  brought  nothing  useful ; 
what  would  you  have  us  do  with  a  cou])le  of  dogs?  Tiiey  are 
only  two  mouths  more  to  feed." 
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"  Bat,  papa/'  replied  the  child,  caressing  his  favourites,  "  when 
\rc  are  ashore  they  will  help  us  in  the' chase." 

"  Very  true ;  but  first  we  must  get  there,  and  you  will  not 
accomplish  the  passage,  I  suppose,  on  the  back  of  your  dogs." 

"  Oh  I "  said  Rudly,  with  chagrin,  "if  I  had  but  the  great 
tub  mamma  formerly  used  in  her  washing,  and  in  which  1 
paddled  upon  the  lake  at  home,  I  would  soon  manage  to  carry 
you  all  ashore :  I  would  go  much  farther  than  that  with  my 
boat." 

Uis  words  fell  on  my  mind  like  a  ray  of  light. 

"  Blessed  be  the  fortunate  suggestion,"  I  cried  ;  "  though  it 
issued  only  from  a  child's  mouth.  My  God,  I  thank  thee  !  Follow 
me,  children ;  come,  saw,  hammer,  nails,  gimlets  !  We  are  going 
to  work,  I  can  promise  you."  « 

In  a  few  words  I  explained  my  idea,  and  we  immediately 
descended  into  the  hold,  where  I  had  noticed  some  large  casks 
floating  in  the  water  with  which  it  was  filled.  After  several 
fruitless  attempts,  we  succeeded,  at  length,  in  getting  possession  of  a 
few  of  them,  and  rolled  them  on  the  upper  deck,  which  was  nearly 
level  with  the  waves.  Made  of  substantial  oak,  and  bound  with 
strong  iron  hoops,  I  found  them  well  fitted  for  my  object ;  and, 
with  the  help  of  my  wife  and  eldest  son,  sawed  them  in  halves.  I 
thus  obtained  eight  small  tubs,  each  about  three  feet  in  diameter 
and  four  in  height. 

I  then  sought  out  a  long  flexible  plank,  on  which  I  arranged 
my  tubs,  placing  them  side  by  side  in  a  row,  and  allowing  my 
plank  to  project  beyond  them  both  in  front  and  rear,  so  that  it 
was  bent  or  curved  like  a  ship's  keel;  we  then  secured  them 
with  heavy  nails  through  their  bottoms,  and  some  strong  bolts, 
of  which  Ernest  had  found  a  quantity  in  the  carpenter's  workshop. 

This  first  operation  concluded,  we  enjoyed  an  interval  of  rest 
and  took  some  refreshment,  for  the  reader  will  understand  that  the 
unaccustomed  labour  had  greatly  fatigued  us ;  we  then  resumed 
our  work  with  redoubled  ardour.  Fortunately,  we  had  excellent 
tools,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  nails  and  timber.  Two  other 
planks  of  equal  length  I  fastened  along  the  sides  of  ray  tubs,  so 
that  their  extremities,  held  together  by  bolts,  formed,  as  it  were, 
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the  bow  of  my  boat,  wbile  at  the  stem  tbej  were  cut  away  at  an 
acute  angle,  and  also  closely  fastened.  Although  we  had  laboured 
with  the  utmost  energy,  it  was  nearly  evening  before  our  work 
assumed  any  appearance  of  completeness.  When  it  was  finished, 
we  foimd  a  difficulty  in  conveying  it  from  our  dockyard  to  the  sea; 
our  feeble  arms,  it  is  true,  had  managed  to  collect  the  different  parts, 
but  it  was  impoHHiblc  for  them  to  move  the  whole.  I  comforted 
my  children  on  this  point  by  bringing  them  acquainted  with  an 
instrument  whoso  effects  seemed  absolutely  marvellous;  I  mean 
the  Hcrew-jack,  a  machine  composed  of  a  toothed  iron  wheel,  set  in 
motion  by  a  winch;  the  said  winch  gradually  raising  an  iron  pincer, 
by  whose  agency  the  heaviest  burdens  can  be  lifted.  While  I  sent 
two  of  my  HOUR  in  search  of  this  machine,  I  sawed  a  stout  spar  into 
Novorul  short  rollers;  and  fixing  the  screw-jack  under  the  bow  of 
my  boat,  I  turned  the  handle :  slowly  rose  the  mass,  and  one  of 
the  children  placed  the  wooden  rollers  under  the  keel  in  such  wise 
us  to  propel  the  boat  towards  the  place  where  I  intended  to  launch 
it.  All  those  operations  were  sufficiently  protracted,  and  Rudly 
especially  was  astonished  at  the  slowness  with  which  I  turned  the 
handle  of  the  jack. 

'*  It  is  better  to  go  slowly  than  not  at  all,  my  son.  It  has  been 
proved  by  nmuorouH  observations,  and  it  is  a  principle  of  the  science 
cnllod  MoclmuicH,  that  evory  machine  loses  in  power  what  it  gains 
in  rapidity,  jiwt  as  it  loses  in  rapidity  whatever  it  acquires  in 
|H)Wor.  Tho  Mcrcw-jaok  is  not  intended  to  move  swiftly,  but  to 
ralHo  hoavy  weights,  and  the  better  it  fulfils  this  function,  the 
Pilowor  will  bo  its  aotion.'* 

••  Hnt,"  ropliod  tho  little  unbeliever,  "  you  have  only  to  turn  the 
liundlo  u  littlo  ijuiokcr.*' 

"  Yi)u  W(Uilil  bronk  the  spring  which  regulates  the  movement  of 
llio  whool,  anil  that  is  all  you  would  gain.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
llnu»;  with  |mtioniH<  and  intolligenw  we  come  to  the  end  of  every- 
<J«*nK,  \\\y  Nuu ;  nnd,  aided  by  thost>  two  powers,  I  hope  to  bring 
MUi'  outorprUo  to  a  KtioivH^ful  oi^nolusion.*' 

In  r««M,  (liiuikM  to  the  wimden  ndlers  on  which  our  improvised 
luml  MOW  loMod,  it  quickly  glidiHl  with  majestic  motion  towards 
<!»«•  nuilu  ohiduN  of  tho  ship,  wluw  bnuidside  ha\nng  been  heavily 
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shattflred  bj  collision  with  the  rocks,  aKorded  an  opening  through 
which  W6  might  eauily  launch  our  bark.  I  had  taken  the  precau- 
tion to  attach  to  il«  stem  a  long  cable,  which  I  fa^itened  at  the  other 
end  to  a  strong  piece  of  wood,  so  as  to  prevent  oiu  handiwork 
ftom  drifting  away  from  the  vesBel's  side  arter  it  had  been  launched. 
This  final  operation  was  accompanied  by  a  loud  cheer;  but  our 
joy  was  quickly  changed  to  anxiety,  when  we  saw  the  boat  dance 
on  the  water  as  if  inspired  by  some  sudden  frenzy,  and  reel  from 
one  side  to  another  in  such  a  manner  as  to  alarm  us  with  the  idea 
that  all  our  toil  and  anxiety  would  prove  fraitless ;  for  it  seemed 


impossible  to  trust  oneself  without  peril  to  such  a  tottering  craft. 
I  meditated  long  and  painfully  on  the  probable  defects  of  its  con- 
struction. All  at  once  it  occurred  to  me  that  its  lightness  wai 
possibly  the  sole  cause  of  itx  insecurity;  I  therefore  collected 
some  of  the  shot  piled  up  near  the  great  guns,  hurled  them  adroitly 
into  die  tube,  and  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  my  uncouth 
bark  gradually  right  itself,  and  finally  sit  "swan-like"  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  water.  Joyous  outcries  saluted  this  signal  success,  and 
so  great  was  the  confidence  of  my  lads,  they  were  fain  to  descend 
at  once  into  the  boat.  But  afraid  that  I  might  not  have  thrown 
in  sufficient  ballast,  and  that  the  movements  of  my  hasty-spirited 
youngsters  might  csp^ize  it,  I  conceived  the  notion  of  providing 
it  with  an  outrigger  in  imitation  of  those  whi(;h  the  savages 
employ  to  steady  their  frail  canoes.  I  explained  my  idea  to  my 
companions,  and  set  myself  to  work. 
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I  fixed  two  portions  of  a  topsail-yard,  cut  of  equal  length,  one  orer 
the  prow,  the  other  across  the  stem,  hut  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
could  easily  be  moved.  The  end  of  each  I  forced  into  the  bung- 
hole  of  an  empty  cask,  so  that  the  water  could  not  enter. 

It  now  only  remained  to  clear  the  way  for  our  departure.  Tlie 
^reat  breach  in  the  vessel's  side  afforded  a  very  convenient  passage : 
I  had  only  to  saw  off  some  projecting  timbers  on  either  hand  for 
my  wife  and  children  to  get  through  with  facility.  Hauling  in  the 
boat's  cable,  I  easily  drew  it  alongside;  but  by  the  time  all  these 
preparations  were  completed  the  day  was  far  advanced,  and  we 
judged  it  advisable  to  defer  our  expedition  until  the  morrow. 
We  were  in  want  of  oars,  and  had  also  to  consider  what  useful 
articles  it  would  be  best  to  carry  with  us.  We  resolved,  therefore, 
to  spend  another  night  in  the  ship,  which  had  undergone  no  further 
injury,  while  we,  too,  had  grown  familiar  with  the  perils  of  our  condi- 
ti(m.  We  took  only  the  precaution  of  equipping  our  children  and 
ourselves  with  the  natatory  apparatusdevisedbymy  eldest  son,  in  case 
of  any  night-alarm ;  and  I  advised  my  wife  to  throw  off  her  femi- 
nine costume,  which  was  ill  adapted  for  such  critical  circumstances, 
and  to  clothe  herself  in  a  sailor's  garb,  which  would  give  her 
greater  freedom  of  movement.  She  consented,  though  not  with- 
out Honio  repugnance,  to  this  species  of  transformation.  We  then 
supped,  and  after  T  Imd  assured  myself  that  no  immediate  cause  of 
anxiety  existed,  we  addressed  our  grateful  prayers  to  the  God  of 
mercy  who  had  so  visibly  protected  us.  Afterwards  each  of  us 
sought  his  couch,  to  prepare  himself,  by  invigorating  repose, 
fur  the  labours  of  the  morrow. 

We  awoke  at  daybreak,  for  Hope  is  no  less  an  enemy  to  sleep 
than  Sorrow  or  Despair.  After  our  usual  morning  prayers  and  a 
fnixul  breakfast,  T  finished  all  my  arrangements  for  our  depar- 
ture, advising  my  chihlron  to  supply  themselves  with  whatever 
I  hoy  (Muisiderod  indispensable  necessaries,  and  my  wife  to  provide 
I  ho  livi-Hfock  on  board  ship  with  several  days'  fodder;  "for," 
mhhMl  I,  *•  if  uur  expotlition  suooeoils,  we  shall  probably  return  for 
Ihoni." 

Our  now  Mhip's  cargo  consisted  of  a  barrel  of  gunpowder;  three 
InwIlnM-  I'Iocoh;    ihroo  muskets;    two  |>air  of  pocket-pistols;  one 
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pur  of  hone-pistols;  ball,  shot,  and  lead,  as  mach  as  we  could 
cany,  and  a  ballet-mould. 

In  addition,  mj  children  and  wife  each  bore  a  well -stocked 
game-bag,  of  which  we  had  found  several  among  the  effects  of 
the  ship's  officers.  I  placed  a  case  of  portable  soup  in  the  boat, 
another  of  biscuits,  a  barrel  of  herrings  and  other  comestibles,  with 
an  iron  pot,  some  fishing-tackle,  a  chest  of  nails,  and  one  of  car- 
penter's tools,  and  finally,  enough  canvas  to  make  a  tent.  I  was 
compelled  to  limit  our  choice  to  articles  of  absolute  needfulness ; 
but  although  I  substituted  these  for  the  ballast  thrown  in  the 
night  before,  the  frailty  of  our  skiff"  prevented  us  from  carrying  all 
I  wanted. 

Everything  at  last  was  ready.  We  had  implored  the  blessing 
of  Heaven  upon  our  enterprise,  and  were  on  the  point  of  embark- 
ing, when  the  cocks  suddenly  crowed  a  kind  of  melancholy  farewell. 
It  occurred  to  me  immediately  that  these  might  easily  be  taken 
with  us;  "  for,"  said  I,  "  if  we  cannot  feed  them  here,  perhaps  they 
can  feed  us  there."  My  opinion  was  unanimously  adopted:  we 
went  in  quest  of  the  poultry ;  and  soon  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  one  of  the  tubs  stocked  with  ten  hens  and  two  cocks,  who 
were  covered  over  with  a  cloth  to  prevent  them  from  flying  away. 
As  for  the  geese,  the  ducks,  and  the  pigeons,  we  gave  them  their 
freedom,  convinced  that  they  would  reach  the  shore  more  quickly 
and  more  easily  than  ourselves,  some  by  air,  the  others  by  water. 

My  children  had  seated  themselves  in  the  boat,  and  we  only 
awaited  my  wife's  arrival  to  cast  off.  As  I  knew  her  good  qualities 
of  foresight  and  prudence,  I  felt  assured  her  absence  was  caused  by 
some  useful  labours ;  and  soon,  indeed,  she  made  her  appearance, 
carrying  a  tolerably  heavy  bag.  "  This,"  said  she,  as  she  threw  it 
into  the  tub  where  Fritz  was  seated,  "  is  my  bit  of  wisdom."  I 
thought  it  was  meant  to  provide  the  child  with  a  more  comfortable 
seat,  and  gave  the  matter  no  further  consideration.  Then  I  cut 
the  cable,  and  pushed  off.  In  the  first  compartment  sat  my  wife ; 
in  the  second,  and  by  her  side,  was  Fritz ;  Frederick,  in  the  third, 
kept  g^rd  over  our  munitions,  which,  together  with  the  poultry, 
completely  filled  up  the  fourth ;  our  provisions  stocked  the  fifth  ; 
Rodly,   and   various  domestic  implements,   occupied   the   sixth. 
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Where  was  Ernest  ?  In  the  seventh,  surrounded  by  all  sorts  of 
tools ;  while  I,  the  father  and  commander,  standing  in  the  eighth 
and  last,  steered  with  my  utmost  skill  the  frail  and  unseaworthy 
shallop  in  which  was  gathered  all  that  I  held  most  dear. 

As  we  began  to  increase  our  distance  from  the  wreck,  the  poor 
dogs  whom  Rudly  had  found  in  the  captain's  cabin,  howled  loudly 
their  regret  at  our  unexpected  departure.  Then  springing  into 
the  sea,  as  if  by  a  common  impulse,  they  swam  vigorously  after  us. 
Their  weight  prevented  us  from  taking  them  on  board ;  for  one, 
whom  we  called  Turk,  was  an  English  mastiff,  and  Juno,  the  other, 
a  noble  animal  of  Danish  descent.  At  first  I  feared  they  would 
be  unable  to  accomplish  so  great  a  distance ;  but  by  occasionally 
resting  their  fore-paws  on  our  stem  outrigger,  they  kept  up  with  us 
easily. 

Our  navigation  was  tedious,  but  safe ;  the  sea  was  tranquil,  and 
bore  us  to  the  shore  on  gently  swelling  waves ;  not  a  cloud  obscured 
the  fair  serenity  of  heaven.  Around  us  floated  numerous  barrels, 
casks,  and  chests,  which  had  broken  loose  from  the  wreck.  Thinking 
they  might  possibly  contain  some  provisions,  I  endeavoured  to  lay 
hold  of  them ;  and  Frederick  having  slung  them  together  with  a 
ropo,  we  continued  our  voyage,  towing  them  alongside. 

As  we  ncared  the  shore,  it  seemed  to  lose  somewhat  of  its  bare 
and  dreary  aspect.  Frederick's  eagle-glance  distinguished  various 
trees,  some  of  which  he  said  were  palms.  Ernest,  an  ardent 
naturalist,  could  not  restrain  his  joy,  and  related  to  his  brothers 
the  marvellous  properties  of  the  palm ;  describing  the  wine  which 
it  yielded,  the  milk,  the  butter,  and  a  nut  far  more  savoury  than 
any  grown  in  European  woods.  Upon  my  expressing  a  rf^et 
that  I  had  forgotten  the  captain's  telescope,  Rudly  put  in  my 
hands  a  small  marine  glass  which  he  had  found  in  the  pilot's  cabin, 
and  which  proved  very  useful  in  enabling  me  to  select  a  landing- 
place. 

After  struggling  stoutly  against  the  cun-ents,  whose  force  threat- 
ened to  sweep  us  out  to  sea,  I  contrived  to  steer  my  boat  towards 
the  mouth  of  a  small  stream,  which  poured  its  sparkling  waters  into 
the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  and  formed  a  little  but  convenient  bay, 
where  our  ducks  and  geese  appeared  to  await  our  arrival  and  in- 
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dicatfl  the  chamiel.  I  approMhed  with  caution  a  point  of  the  rocky 
coMt,  which  was  aboot  the  height  of  our  tubti,  with  water  deep 
enoogh  to  float  our  ahallo]). 


Our  landing  was  Bpsediiy  aijcouniliBliBj,  Kvciybody  who  could 
leaped  aahore,  and  even  little  Fritz  tried  to  crawl  out  of  his  tub, 
which  was  higher  than  himself,  but  was  glad  in  the  end  to  avail 
himself  of  his  mother's  help.  The  dugs,  who  had  reached  terra  firmti 
before  us,  received  us  with  joyous  barks.  The  gecee  and  ducks, 
swimming  in  the  bay,  maintained  an  iiicesitant  clamour ;  and  these 
sounds,  mingling  with  the  shrill  cries  of  the  penguins  and  other 
sea-birds  perched  upon  the  neighbouring  rocks,  swelled  into  a  wild, 
a  strange,  but  not  au  unpleasing  harmony. 

Our  first  care,  when  safely  lauded,  was  to  fall  on  our  knees,  and 
with  a  feeliDg  of  the  liveliest  and  tenderest  gratitude,  to  thank  our 
heavenly  Protector,  and  commend  our  future  to  His  almighty 
goodness.  We  then  proceeded  to  unload  our  argosy.  Ah,  how 
rich  we  considered  ourselves  with  the  little  we  bad  contrived  to 
save  I  My  wife  released  the  poultry,  and  set  them  free  to  follow 
their  own  devices,  for  as  yet  we  had  neither  food  for  them  nor 
shelter.  I  busied  myself  in  selecting  a  suitable  locality  for  our 
tent  and  our  night  quarters.  Over  a  long  spar,  one  end  of  which 
I  thrust  into  a  fissure  of  the  rock,  while  the  other  extremity  was 
Bopported  by  a  forked  pole  planted  firmly  in  the  sandj  I  extended 
the  canvas  which  we  had  brought  with  us.  Thus,  as  if  by  magic, 
a  tent  was  constmcted  of  sufGcient  size  to  accommodate  all  my 
tamily.  We  steadied  the  sides  by  loading  the  edges  of  the  sail 
with  chests,  barrels,  and  other  heavy  objects,  while  to  the  opening 
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in  front  we  fixed  a  few  hooks,  that  we  might  close  it  during  the 
night. 

I  now  dispatched  my  sons  to  gather  a  quantity  of  grass  and  moss, 
and  spread  it  on  the  sand  to  dry  in  the  warm  sunshine,  that  we 
might  not  be  compelled  to  sleep  upon  the  bare  earth.  Meanwhile, 
I  sought  along  the  bank  of  the  stream  for  some  large  smooth  stones, 
and  with  these  erected  a  rude  fire-place  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
tent.  With  a  quantity  of  driftwood  which  the  sea  had  cast  upon 
the  shore  I  kindled  a  glorious  fire,  whose  crackling,  leaping  flames 
soon  rejoiced  our  eyes.  The  iron  pot  filled  with  water  was  placed 
upon  it ;  my  wife,  with  little  Fritz  assisting  in  the  character  of 
cook,  cut  up  a  few  cakes  of  portable  soup,  and  prepared  our  dinner. 
The  child,  whom  his  mother  had  employed  to  break  up  some  biscuit 
into  small  pieces  for  the  pottage,  seemed  greatly  surprised  at  these 
arrangements. 

"  Mamma,"  said  he,  "  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  that  thick 
glue  ?  and  how  can  you  make  any  soup  when  we  have  no  meat, 
and  there  is  no  butcher's  shop  where  we  can  get  it?" 

"  What  you  mistake  for  glue,"  she  replied,  "  is  the  jelly  of  meat 
in  a  condensed  state,  and  so  prepared  that  no  air  can  get  at  it.  By 
this  means  men  are  able  to  carry  with  them  a  sufficient  supply  for 
long  voyages,  when  meat  would  not  keep,  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  load  the  ship  with  enough  cattle  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  a  numerous  crew." 

Meanwhile  Fritz  had  loaded  his  gim,  and  proceeded  along  the 
sea-shore.  Ernest,  reflecting  that  it  might  be  neither  safe  nor 
pleasant  to  penetrate  into  the  recesses  of  a  desert  island,  also  directed 
his  st^ps  towards  the  sea,  while  Rudly  commenced  exploring  the 
weedy  rocks  in  search  of  mussels,  whose  existence  he  had  noticed 
on  landing.  For  myself,  I  was  occupied  in  hauling  ashore  the  two 
casks  which  we  had  towed  to  our  boat,  when  a  sudden  and  piercing 
cry  made  me  hasten  precipitately  in  Rudly 's  direction.  I  found 
him  up  to  his  knees  in  a  shallow  pool  among  the  rocks ;  a  large 
lobster  had  seized  him  by  the  legs,  and  from  its  grasp  the  poor 
boy  vainly  endeavoured  to  release  himself.  I  plunged  immediately 
into  the  water.  At  my  unexpected  approach  the  animal  retreated ; 
but,  watching  my  opportunity,  I  contrived  to  seize  him  by  the 
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middle  of  his  body,  with  a  due  mistrust  of  his  claws  and  pincers, 
and  striking  him  with  a  stick  which  I  carried  in  my  hand,  dragged 
him  ashore,  to  the  intense  gratification  of  my  little  son,  consoled 
for  his  fri^t  by  the  capture  of  so  noble  a  prey. 


But  in  his  eagerness  to  exhibit  it  to  liis  inotiicr,  he  forgot  the 
size  of  the  crui^tacean.  Moreover,  as  it  lay  perfectly  motionless, 
Rudly  thought  it  was  dead.  Without  a  moment'it  hesitation,  there- 
fore, he  took  it  up  in  his  arms ;  but  the  lobster  bad  only  bean 
stunned  by  the  blow  be  had  received,  and  with  its  tail  gave  his 
captor  so  violent  a  blow  on  the  face,  that  he  let  it  drop,  and,  with 
mingled  feelings  of  anger  and  pain,  burst  into  tears.  "  Learn  from 
this  incident,"  said  I,  "  to  he  cautiouH  how  you  handle  an  animal 
capable  of  defending  itself."  I  then  put  an  end  to  the  lobster 
with  a  stone,  and  Rudly,  recovering  his  good  temper,  bore  it  tri- 
nmphantly  towards    the  fireplace  where  his  mother  was  cooking 

"Mamma,  mamma!"  he  cried,  as  he  approached,  "a  lobster! 
Ernest !  A  sea-crab !  Where  is  Frederick  ?  Take  care,  Fred, 
or  he'll  bite  you  terribly  1  I  caught  him  yonder,  down  by  the 
shore;  the  rascal  seized  hold  of  my  leg,  and  would  have  wounded 
me,  had  I  not  been  dressed  in  a  stout  pair  of  seaman's  trousers— 
oh,  it  is  a  frightrul  monster  I  " 

Ernest  had  been  attracted  to  the  spot  by  his  brother's  cries. 
After  curiously  examining  the  lobster,  he  sagely  advised  that  it 
ehonld  be  cooked  in  the  hroth,  having  read  somewhere,  he  re- 
marked, that  sonp  made  of  crabs  was  an  excellent  dish.  My  wife 
received  the  proposal  coolly,  she  feared  to  spoil  her  broth ;  but  she 
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undertook  to  cook  the  animal  separately  with  all  possible  care,  and  that 
Rudly  should  have  the  largest  claw  as  his  portion ;  "  for,  indeed,  my 
boy,"  said  she,  passing  her  hand  caressingly  over  his  forehead,  "  you 
are  the  first,  and  as  yet  the  only  person,  who  has  discovered  any- 
thing good,  and  contributed  it  to  the  general  stock  of  the  com- 
munity." 

Ernest  having  returned  from  his  walk  empty-handed,  seemed 
to  feel  a  slight  reproach  in  the  eulogium  bestowed  on  his  brother. 
"  As  for  that,"  said  he,  "  I  also  found  some  excellent  provisions, 
but  I  could  not  secure  them  without  wetting  my  feet,  and — " 

*'  Bah,"  cried  Rudly,  "  I  know  what  it  was  1  Some  filthy  mussels 
not  fit  to  eat !  While,  as  for  my  lobster,  that  now  is  a  first-rate 
dainty,  is  it  not,  mamma?  " 

"  But  if  it  was  oysters,"  rejoined  Ernest,  "  perhaps  my  treasure- 
trove  Vvould  not  be  considered  so  despicable,  and  I  should  not  be 
astonished  if  they  were  oysters  from  the  manner  in  which  they 
adhered  to  the  rock,  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  and  other 
sfgns — " 

"  Now,  my  dear  professor  "—for  such  was  the  title  we  sometimes 
bestowed  on  Ernest  when  he  made  an  unnecessary  display  of  his 
learning — "  since  you  saw  all  these  things  so  clearly,"  said  his 
mother,  "  be  good  enough  to  go  in  search  of  some  proof  of  your 
valuable  discovery.  In  our  position  we  must  neglect  nothing,  and 
above  all  must  not  be  afraid  of  wetting  our  feet,  or  of  any  other 
little  inconvenience,  when  called  upon  to  co-operate  for  the  general 
good." 

Ernest  immediately  started,  accompanied  by  Rudly,  who  knew 
no  greater  pleiusure  than  that  of  dabbling  in  the  w^ater  :  while  his 
brother  sought  for  a  few  stepping-stones,  he  plunged  in  boldly,  and 
each  being  provided  with  an  iron-pointed  stick,  they  quickly 
looHoned  from  the  rocks  a  quantity  of  splendid  oysters,  returning 
with  both  thoir  handkerchiefs  well  filled.  Wlien  turning  the  rock, 
our  young  naturalist  made  another  discovery:  in  a  corner,  from 
which  (ho  Hoa  had  receded,  he  caught  sight  of  a  white  and  shining 
HtibKtanoe.  Having  tasted  it,  he  felt  certain  it  was  salt;  and 
luMload  of  Nulisfying  himself  with  the  mere  pleasure  of  the  dis- 
oovory,  rcsulvod  to  profit  by  it ;  he  filled  a  large  mussel-shell,  and 
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Lrougbt  it  to  his  mother,  who  receivod  this  new  acquisition  with 
evident  pleasure.  "This  indeed  is  a  treasure!"  she  exclaimed; 
"  thanks  to  you,  Ernest,  our  soup  will  now  be  somewhat  savoury." 

"  But  why  not  put  sea- water  in  your  broth,  mamma,  to  salt  it?  " 
inquired  Rudly. 

**  Because,"  replied  Ernest,  "  sea- water  is  bitter  as  well  as  salt, 
as  you  may  convince  youi*self  by  tasting  it." 

"  Many  thanks,  my  dear  brother,"  said  Rudly,  spinning  round 
on  one  toe ;  "  I  leave  that  to  you." 

Having  hauled  ashore  the  various  casks  and  chests  which  con- 
tained our  gooils  and  chattels,  I  now  returned  to  the  cuisine^  where 
my  wife  was  busily  stirring  her  pot  with  a  stick.  Tasting  its  con- 
tents, she  announced  that  the  soup  was  ready. 

"  Come,  then,"  said  Ernest,  who  was  somewhat  of  a  gourmand, 
and  always  very  eager  for  his  meals^"  come,  then,  let  us  fall  to." 

"  Surely,"  replied  his  mother,  with  a  tone  of  reproach,  "  you 
would  not  begin  without  your  eldest  brother.  Where  can  Fred- 
crick  be?"  she  continued,  a  little  anxiously;  "and  how  can  we 
cat  our  soup  without  plates  or  spoons  ?  It  is  impossible  we  c«n 
take  it  up  in  our  fingers !  what  shall  we  do  ?  " 

This  impoi-tant  question,  addressed  to  all  the  guests,  elicited  for 
a  while  no  reply;  we  found  ourselves  in  as  awkward  a  position 
as  was  Master  Fox  when  the  Stork  served  up  his  dinner  in  a  vessel 
with  a  long  neck  and  narrow  mouth. 

"  Had  we  only  a  few  cocoa-nuts,"  said  Bniest,  "  we  might  convert 
the  shells  into  capital  soup-dishes/' 

"  Ah,  if  it  were  only  necessary  to  say,  Had  we  thLs,  or,  Had  we 
that,  I  should  wish  for  nothing  better  immediately  than  a  dozen 
good  silver  plates,  or  pewter,  or  even  wood ;  but  to  what  purpose 
repeat  such  idle  words  ?  " 

"  Well,  well,"  remarked  Ernest,  examining  one  of  the  oysters 
he  and  Rudly  had  discovered,  "  I  think  this  oyster-shell  i^  large 
enough  to  serve  as  a  spoon." 

"  A  good  idea  I "  exclaimed  his  mother ;  "  but  first  we  must 
wash  them  thoroughly,  or  the  taste  of  the  sea-water  will  spoil  our 
soup." 

While  she  was  engaged  in  this  operation,  we  heard  Frederick's 
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voice.  He  approached  us  shouting  merrily,  and  we  replied  to  him 
in  the  same  manner.  He  advanced  mth  his  hands  behind  him,  and 
with  a  countenance  full  of  meaning. 

"  I  have  found  nothing,"  he  said  to  us. 

"What?  nothing  at  all?"   I  asked,  a  little  surprised. 

"  Nothing  at  all,"  he  repeated. 

But  his  brothers  had  by  this  time  gathered  round  him,  and 
suddenly  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  a  little  sucking-pig !  A  sucking-pig ! 
Where  did  you  find  it?  How  did  you  capture  it?  Oh,  let  us 
see  it ! " 

Laughingly  the  young  man  displayed  before  our  eyes  an  animal 
which  certainly  bore  some  resemblance  to  a  young  pig. 

"  I  think  your  hunt  has  turned  out  very  successful,"  I  re- 
marked ;  "  but  why  spoil  my  enjoyment  by  an  improper  pleasantly? 
Oh,  my  dear  son,  never  sin  against  the  truth,  even  in  jest ;  the 
habit  is  all  unworthy  of  an  honourable  nature,  and  will  lead  you 
eventually  into  a  fatal  course  of  falsehood,  the  meanest  and  most 
shameful  of  the  vices." 

Frederick  listened  to  my  reprimand  with  a  blush,  and  promised 
to  remember  my  counsel.  He  then  described  to  us  how,  aft<3r  he 
had  crossed  the  stream,  he  had  found  himself  in  a  most  pleasant 
country. 

"  The  sea-shore,"  he  said,  "  is  smooth,  and  easy  of  access ;  you 
cannot  imagine  what  a  number  of  planks,  and  barrels,  and  chests 
the  waves  have  deposited  there ;  and  you  can  see  from  thence  the 
wrecked  ship.  Will  you  not  go  to-morrow,  and  fetch  the  poor 
cattle  which  we  left  on  board?  If  we  had  only  brought  the  cow, 
our  biscuit,  steeped  in  her  milk,  would  be  more  eatable.  On  the 
other  side,  too,  the  pasturage  is  abundant,  and  a  small  wood  would 
alTord  us  an  agreeable  shelter,  instead  of  our  broiling  here  in  the 
sun  on  a  dry  and  barren  plain." 

*'  l\itionGo,  patienoo,  my  son,"  I  cried ;  "  there  is  a  time  for 
everything ;  to-morrow,  and  the  day  after  to-morrow,  will  each 
have  its  separate  duties.  But  first  of  all,  let  me  ask  you  if  you 
liave  discovered  any  traces  of  the  companions  of  our  misfortune?" 

*'  Not  the  least,"  he  replied ;  "  neither  on  land  nor  sea." 

*'  liCt  us  hope,"  said  my  (Joar  compassionate  wife,  "  they  have 


nl    that 


II  my  vife  the  perils  of 
vilHng  to  disturb 

(iofls.     Pi-eilerivk 


I  made  no  answer,  for  I  knew  better  thai 
a  stormy  sea  and  CTOwiled  boats ;  but  I  was 
my  family  with  sorrowful  ami  unavailing  r 
(hen  resumed  the  narration  of  his  adventures. 

"  I  descried  several  animals  of  this  species,"  Bai<I  he ;  "I  snw  it 
leaping  among  the  grass,  and  sometimes  squatting  in  the  grnss  on 
its  hind-l^,  and  rubbing  its  snout  with  its  fore-pnws.  ffail  I  not 
been  afraid  it  might  escape  me,  I  should  hnve  endeavoured  to  catch 
it  alive,  for  it  appeared  to  me  tolerably  tame." 

Meanwhile  Ernest  examined  the  animal  in  question. 

"  It  does  not  belong  to  the  porcine  race,"  he  remarked ;  "  for 
thongh  it  has  a  bristly  skin,  it  has  not  the  teeth  of  a  hog,  but  only 
incisors  like  the  roilents.*  It  closely  resembles  an  animal  which 
I  have  notice<1  in  the  engi'avings  of  my  Natural  History,  tind  if 

f  *  Tbe  Rodentitt,  Hodtut,  or  G-nanpinQ  Animnlt,  Ei  ui  ord«r  tonalbt  *  conneclliiff  link 
bsMTiHQ  Uw  Bah-ntlDg  ud  berblToroui  Hunmili.  uid  dlnlagotihcd  bf  Uie  pMollii 
eoBtamktlcni  of  Uictr  trxUi;  hirlo;  txalang  chlu-l-ahaped  Inetion  Id  sub  ]iw,  wlinlr- 
•Ur  adaptad  lor  gDiwlD«  ngtUbls  intaUiiBU.  Tiitj  rutatr  leap  than  walk,  ind  mnat 
0(  tbm  ban  (fae  habit  ot  lilting  upon  Iheli  bsnncbei.  ulna  tbalr  (ora-lHt  to  caiTT  tb( 
food  to  ihtii  moathi.  Ilia  iqnh 
caprbani  jerboa,  pumplaa,  mooi 


11  Jicdnlj.  ~7raiul4iter  ] 
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I  am  not  mistaken,  this  sucking-pig  is,   really   and   truly,   an 
agouti." 

"  Listen,  gentlemen,  to  our  professor's  lecture ! "  ex(;laimed 
Frederick,  with  an  air  of  raillery. 

"  Do  not  jest  so  heedlessly,"  said  I,  in  my  turn ;  "  your  brother 
is  right ;  I,  too,  only  know  the  agouti  from  the  pictures  I  have 
seen,  and  your  sucking-pig  reminds  me  of  it.  The  agouti  is  a 
native  of  North  America ;  he  burrows  under  the  roots  of  trees, 
lives  upon  vegetable  food,  and  grunts  like  a  hog.*  He  is,  how- 
ever, of  a  veiy  gentle  disposition,  and  his  flesh,  I  am  toUl,  is 
excellent  eating." 

"  Come,  come,"  interrupted  my  wife,  "  j^ou  will  have  plenty  of 
time  for  scientific  observations; — have  you  forgotten  that  the  soup 
is  ready  ?  We  must  open  these  oysters,  however,  to  provide  our- 
selves with  spoons,  but  how  it  is  to  be  done  neither  lludly  nor  I 
can  determine." 

"  Here  is  an  easy  method,"  I  answered,  placing  half-a-dozen 
oysters  on  the  fire,  when  they  no  sooner  felt  the  heat  than  they 
opened  of  themselves. 

"  Come,  my  boys,"  said  I,  taking  one,  "  let  us  taste  this  famous 
shell-fish,  which  has  for  centuries  been  the  delight  of  epicures." 

I  removed  the  oyster  with  my  knife,  and  swallowed  it ;  but 
though  everybody  imitated  my  example  in  order  to  provide  himself 
with  a  spoon,  the  repast  was  not  considered  satisfactory.  Oysters 
were  pronounced  a  detestable  dish,  and  we  all  gladly  plunged  our 
improvised  spoons  into  the  smoking  pottage  prepared  by  our  ex- 
cellent housekeeper.  This  was  not  done,  however,  without  severely 
scalding  our  fingers,  and  loud  cries  arose  of  pain  or  impatience. 
Krncst  then  took  the  mussel-shell  in  which  he  had  collected  the 
salt,  emptied  it,  cleaned  it,  approached  the  pot  in  silence,  filled 
the  shell — which  was  as  large  as  an  ordinary  plate — with  soup, 
and,  (luietly  laughing,  put  his  portion  aside  to  eat  when  cool. 

*'  You   have  thought   only  of  yourself,   Ernest,"  I    remarked, 

\*  Tlio  Affouit  (/>(i*|/;)nK'/a'  is  found  In  Soutli,  not  North,  AmericA,  and  naturalists  class 
It  with  Iho  Cun'i/ir.  or  guinea  pig  trilw.  It  lias  sometimes  been  called  the  South  American 
rabbit,  but  dilfers  jfrt^atly  In  form  and  habits.  It  has  the  hog's  external  skin  and  vora- 
olotti  appotito  :  conceals  the  fi>04i  it  cannot  eat ;  and  Iiides  itself  under  tlie  nxits  of  trees. 
It  U  Yorjr  d«struotivo  to  the  yam  and  siurar-cane.  Its  flesh  is  white,  tender,  and  when  fat 
Mid  wtn>oookod  vory  t>alatable.  — IVaiw/oior  ] 
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"  which  is  not  very  amiable.  Could  you  not  liave  procui*ed  each 
of  us  a  similar  dish?" 

"  There  are  hundreds  of  them/'  he  answered  with  embarrassment, 
"  on  the  shore  of  the  bay." 

"  The  very  reason  why  you  could  easily  have  done  so ;  but  I  see 
with  rc^et  that  you  think  only  of  yourself.  Beware,  my  dear 
boy ;  selfishness  is  a  terrible  vice,  which  eifectually  shuts  us  out 
from  the  love  and  esteem  of  others.  As  a  punishment  for  your 
^otism,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  give  the  portion  you  have  so 
prudently  cooled  to  our  poor  servants  the  two  dogs,  who  also  stand 
in  need  of  refreshment,  and  then  come  ahd  bum  your  fingers  along 
withusi" 

My  reproach  wounded  the  lad  to  the  quick.  He  obeyed, 
placed  his  shell  before  the  dogs,  who  soon  lapped  up  its  contents, 
and  returned  much  ashamed  to  take  his  place  in  our  little  circle. 
But  while  we  were  thus  occupied,  the  dogs  having  scented  Frederick's 
agouti,  which  he  had  placed  in  the  shade  behind  our  tent,  dis- 
covered its  place  of  concealment,  and  set  to  work  upon  it  with 
greedy  teeth.  My  boys  were  transported  with  indignation  at  the 
sight.  Frederick  in  his  rage  seized  his  musket,  and  would  have 
shot  the  dogs  had  not  Ernest  held  his  arm.  He  hurled  at  them 
a  volley  of  stones,  and  in  his  excess  of  anger  flung  his  musket 
after  them  with  so  much  violence  that  the  stock  was  broken, 
and  the  gim  spoiled.  I  followed  the  young  madman,  with  whose 
threats  and  vociferations  the  rocks  re-echoed  ;  I  represented  to  him 
how  ridiculous  as  well  as  hateful  was  such  an  outbreak  of  fury, 
and  how  surprised  and  gi-ieved  his  mother  felt  to  see  her  eldest 
son  yielding  to  such  imbridled  passion,  and  setting  his  brothers  so 
bad  an  example. 

Though  Frederick  was  impetuous  his  heart  was  sound,  and  the 
mere  idea  that  he  had  alarmed  his  mother  wounded  him  sorely. 
His  anger  suddenly  subsided.  Shedding  tears  of  sorrow,  he 
implored  my  forgiveness,  and  hastened  to  embrace  his  mother  and 
remove  the  painful  impression  he  had  unwittingly  caused. 

The  sun  now  sank  below  the  horizon.  Our  poultry  gathered 
round  us  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  which  had  fallen  during  our  repast. 
This  my  wife  observing,  she  drew  from  her  bag — we  had  already 
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named  it  the  Enchanted  Ba^,  becaune  it  contaioed  a  host  of  things 
no  one  woulit  hove  expected  to  find  there — a  few  bandfab  of  oats, 
peas,  vetches,  and  other  grains,  beginning  to  distribute  them  among 
the  expectant  guests ;  hut  on  mj  remarking  that  these  precious 
grains  might  eventually  be  useful  for  seed,  she  substituted  a  few 
biscuit*  spoiled  by  the  sea-wafer,  and  which,  broken  into  pieiies, 


were  duly  relished  by  the  fowls.  Our  feathered  friends  soon 
afterwards  betook  themselves  to  roost :  the  hei).'<  perched  on  the 
summit  of  our  tent,  the  pigeons  nestled  in  the  crannies  of  the 
rocks,  the  ducks  and  geese  took  refuge  among  the  reeds  on  the 
sea-shore ; — everything  announced  the  hour  of  repose,  of  which  the 
day's  fatigues  made  us  keenly  feel  the  need.  I  summoned  the 
members  of  my  little  colony  ;  we  loadml  our  weapons  as  a  measure 
of  precaution ;  together  we  repeate<.l  our  evening  devotions,  and 
the  la:jt  rayR  of  the  setting  »un  lighted  us  to  our  nocturnal  asylum. 
Scarcely  had  wo  entered,  when  the  deepest  darkness  succeedeil 
suddenly  to  the  glow  of  day.     Observing  my  children's  surprise,  I 

"  From  this  circumstance  wo  may  inter  that  our  island,  if  island 
it  be,  Hon  near  the  Equator,  where  this  phenomcnou  is  of  daily 
occurrence ;  tor  the  twilight  rc.'iulting  from  the  dispersion  of  the 
sun's  rnys  in  the  atmosphere,  the  more  obliquely  they  fall,  the 
further  extends  their  enfeebled  light ;  but  the  contrary  is  the  ease 
when  they  strike  perpendicularly,  and  night  comes  on  immediately 
the  sun  has  suuk  below  the  horizon." 

After  this  brief  explanation,  which,  perhaps,  no  one  understood, 
each  o(  UK,  longing  for  sleep,  cast  himself  on  his  couch  of  moss. 
Once  nioni  I  hmkoil  outside  to  see  that  all  was  tranquil,  then  I 
cl>isi><l  the  cntrnnce  with  the  hooks,  and  sought  my  bed. 
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Oppressive  as  the  day  had  been,  the  night  was  cold,  and  we  were 
oompelled  to  creep  together  like  sheep  to  keep  oiin»elves  warm. 
The  slumbers  of  my  family^  howeyer,  were  not  the  less  profound  ; 
and  many  and  anxious  as  were  the  thoughts  which  crowded  on  my 
mind,  it  was  not  long  before  I  too  was  wrapped  in  the  forgetfulness 
of  sleep. 

Early  next  morning  we  were  awakened  by  the  crowing  of  our 
chanticleers,  and  my  wife  and  I  consulted  on  our  future  proceed- 
ings. We  both  agreed  that  our  first  duty  was  to  go  in  search  of 
our  missing  comrades,  and  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  country, 
before  determining  upon  any  locality  for  a  permanent  residence. 
Great  as  was  her  reluctance  to  be  separated  from  me,  my  wife 
perceived  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  whole  family  to  proceed 
on  such  an  expedition ;  she  consented,  therefore,  to  remain  in  the 
tent  with  Ernest  and  the  two  youngest  boys,  while  I  should 
set  out  accompanied  by  Frederick,  who  was  strong  enough  to 
endare  the  fatigue  and  to  be  of  real  assistance.  She  immediately 
b^an  to  prepare  our  breakfast,  that  we  might  start  in  the  cool  of 
the  morning. 

"  It  will  soon  be  ready,"  she  said,  with  a  sigh,  "  for  I  have 
nothing  to  give  you  but  the  soup." 

"  What,  then,  has  become  of  the  lobster  which  Rudly  caught  so 
cleverly  ?  " 

"  We  must  ask  him,  for  t  have  seen  nothing  of  it  since  the  adven- 
ture with  the  dogs.  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  have  not  serveil  it  as 
they  did  the  agouti !  Wake  the  children,  while  I  kindle  the  fire, 
and  make  some  water  boil.** 

The  boys  were  soon  aroused.  Their  toilette  did  not  occupy 
them  long,  since  all  had  gone  to  bed  in  their  clothes.  I  inquired 
of  Rudly  what  he  had  done  with  his  lobster  ;  he  ran  off  to  a  comer 
of  the  rock  where  he  had  hidden  it,  from  a  well-grounded  alarm 
lest  it  should  suffer  the  same  fate  as  his  brother's  capture. 

"  You  did  well,"  I  remarked  ;  "  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you  can  act 
with  prudence.  Happy  are  they  who  learn  wisdom  from  the  mis- 
fortunes of  others !  But  tell  me,  Fritz,  will  you  give  us  your  share 
of  the  lobster  to  take  with  me  on  an  excursion  I  am  about  to 
undertake?" 


42  OFF  ON  A  JOURKET. 

The  word  ''  cxcureion  "  produced  the  usual  effect  on  these  eager 
young  Hpiritif.  All  four  of  them  capered  and  jumped  about  like 
nimble  kidn,  exclaiming,  "  An  excursion  1  Hurrah,  an  excursion  ! " 
I  moderated  their  trauKports  by  naming  a  few  reasons  which  pre- 
vented  us  from  making  the  projected  expedition  in  company. 
"  Besides,"  I  added,  "  we  mnst  not  fatigue  your  mother  to  no 
purpose ;  you  then  will  remain  with  her  in  this  place,  which  seems 
Hudicicntly  secure,  aud  the  vigorous  Juno  shall  act  as  your  guard- 
ian und  Koiitiiicl.  Turk  hliall  accompany  Frederick  and  me;  such 
a  robust  coinratle,  and  our  two  good  guns,  will  command  respect." 

My  sons  readily  acknowle<lged  the  wisdom  of  these  arrange- 
ments, lludly  haHteiied  with  the  lobster  to  his  mother,  that  she 
might  get  it  rca<ly  both  for  breakfast  and  as  a  provision  for  my 
journey,  while  FicMh'rick,  by  my  direction,  prepared  our  weapons 
and  loadj'd  our  two  gainc-bagH  with  powder  and  ball.  Perceiving 
that  his  gun-stock  was  bent  by  his  violence  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing, the  young  man,  still  ashamed  of  his  frenzy,  requested  leave  to 
take  another ;  I  willingly  agreed,  and  added  to  his  and  my  equip- 
ment a  pair  of  pocket-pistols.  Moreover,  I  armed  myself  with  a 
light  hatchet,  the  handle  of  which  I  passed  through  my  sailor's  belt. 

A  few  moments  afterwards,  we  were  summoned  to  breakfast. 
Among  our  treasures  my  wife  had  discovered  a  tin  pail,  and  into 
this  she  had  poured  tlie  broth  ;  the  lobster  she  had  cooked  au 
mitnrvl — that  is,  simply  with  water  and  salt.  The  flesh,  though 
substantial,  proved  louthery  and  tasteless ;  however,  Frederick  and 
I  stored  the  ronuiius  in  our  game-bags,  with  a  few  pieces  of  biscuit 
and  ft  bottle  of  water ;  such  was  the  provision  for  our  journey. 
IJofore  starting,  wo  all  bent  our  knees  before  God,  imploring  His 
merciful  guidance  and  protection ;  beseeching  His  blessing  on  our 
entorpriso,  and  His  loving  care  both  for  those  who  went  and  those 
who  remained.  This  pious  duty  discharged,  I  gave  my  wife  some 
last  instructions;  I  recommended  my  children  not  to  stray  far  from 
their  mother's  side,  and  to  obey  her  in  all  things;  then,  embracing 
each,  T  hastened  to  tear  myself  from  these  cherished  objects  of  my 
tenderness,  whv>se  sobs  and  tcara  troubled  my  heart  of  hearts. 

When  we  had  proeeedinl  a  few  paces  on  our  journey  I  thought  I 
hoard  the  lamentations  of  my  wife  and  little  Fritz ;  it  was  only  by 
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■n  efTort  of  great  self  control  that  I  Jid  not  retrace  my  <rtep8  Iiow 
ever  as  ne  drew  near  the  littio  nver  of  which  I  bave  already 
epoken  the  prattle  of  itn  i^auJonng  uaters  drowned  iho  tender 
farewells  addressed  to  U8  and  we  thought  only  of  the  object  of  our 
enterprise 

The  banks  of  the  stream  were  scarped  but  near  its  embouchure 
occurred  a  small  and  narrow  poiuuige  bv  which  wc  had  desccn  led 
when  in  want  of  fresh  water  This  circumstance  rcjomd  mo 
greatU    as  tt  ensured  the  safely  of  my  family  on  ihnt  si  le  nti  I  on 


the  other  they  were  sufBcienlly  protected  by  the  ateep,  rugged  rocka 
at  whose  base  our  tent  was  erected.  To  cross  the  torrent  we  were 
compelled  to  ascend  it  for  some  distance,  to  a  point  where  its  waters 
precipitated  themselves  in  a  very  rapid  cascade ;  we  picked  our  way 
upon  the  large  stones  scattere<l  up  and  down  its  channel,  and  after 
some  hazardous  leaps  reached  the  other  bank  in  safety.  Turning  to 
the  left,  we  travelled  with  much  difficulty  through  rank  toll  grasses 
Lair  withered  by  the  sun,  in  the  direction  of  the  sea-shore,  where 
we  thought  our  progress  would  bo  interrupted  by  fewer  obstacles. 
Scarcely  had  we  accomplished  twenty  paces  before  we  heard  in  our 
rear  the  rustling  of  leaves  and  the  noise  of  crackling  twigs,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  grass,  which  was  nearly  as  high  as  a  man, 
moved  to  and  fro  aa  if  from   the  unssnge  of  some  largo  body. 


41  AN  USEXPECTED  APPEARAiTCE. 

ImmeilUtely  I  raised  my  gun,  and  with  pleasure  saw  that  Fre«Ierick 
WM  equally  on  the  alerl,  and  wholly  undisturbed;  aiming  his 
musket  in  the  direction  whence  the  soimd  proceeded,  and  prepared 
to  fire  on  any  object  that  presented  itself.  We  had  soon  reaaon  to 
congratulate  ourselves  that  we  had  not  fired  prematurely  ;  the  tall 


■ttiiiii  pnrlo.1.  and  lo,  our  guod  and  tranty  Turk  came  forwar.l  with 
■  licmud.  In  Ihi!  nnguiMh  of  our  adieu,  we  had  forgotten  to  take 
hiiii  with  UN,  aiul  our  pooi>]e  had  uudoubtcily  despatched  him  in 
[lumiiit, 

I  rt'ccivi'd  tliii  failhful  niiiniat  wilh  sincere  plenanrc,  and,  at  the 
■nniu  limo,  warmly  praised  Kredi-rick  for  the  presence  of  mind  and 
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the  freedom  from  alarm  which  he  had  displayed,  and  for  having 
retained  so  complete  a  mastery  over  himself  as  not  to  fire  until 
he  8aw  what  kind  of  adversary  he  had  to  contend  with. 

"  You  see,  my  boy,"  I  added,  "  how  fatal  our  passions  become  if 
we  do  not  hold  them  in  strict  control ;  if  you  had  not  known  how 
to  repress  your  anger  yesterday,  and  your  alarm  to-day,  you  would 
liave  caused  a  great  and  irreparable  injury." 

"  But,  father,"  said  he,  "  if  the  passions  are  wicked,  why  has 
Gk)d  endowed  us  with  them  ?  " 

"  They  are  not  wicked  in  themselves,  provided  we  can  submit 
them  to  the  control  of  reason ;  we  may  even  conclude  that  they 
were  intended  by  the  Creator  to  stimulate  our  faculties  to  a  healthy 
activity,  lest  man  should  become  the  victim  of  his  natural  sloth. 
But,  I  repeat  it,  if  reason  does  not  control  our  passions,  and  direct 
them  towards  an  useful  purpose,  they  will  degrade  us  to  the  level 
of  the  animals,  and  plunge  us  into  woful  crime." 

While  thus  engaged  in  conversation,  we  moved  towards  the  sea ; 
on  our  right,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  league  or  so,  the  rocks,  which 
from  our  place  of  disembarkation  formed  a  line  parallel  to  the 
shore,  assumed  a  rich  crown  of  glorious  leafiness.  The  space 
between  these  rocks  and  the  sea  was  partly  covered  by  tall  grasses 
and  by  clumps  of  timber,  which  stretched  down  to  the  very  margin 
of  the  waves.  Gladdening  our  eyes  with  this  pleasant  landscape, 
we  continued  along  the  beaoh,  in  the  hope  that  we  might  catch 
sight  of  the  boats  which  carried  our  companions,  or  detect  some 
indication  of  their  having  landed.  But  vainly  did  we  examine  the 
sands  for  their  footprints,  or  search  in  the  bushes  for  some  sign  of 
their  progress  inland  ;  we  could  discover  nothing. 

"  If  we  fired  a  few  shots,"  said  Frederick,  "  our  comrades  per- 
haps may  be  concealed  somewhere,  and  hearing  our  signals,  will 
come  forward." 

"  Yes ;  if  you  are  sure  our  signals  would  be  heard  only  by 
friends,  and  not  by  the  savages,  whom  the  reports  might  soon 
bring  down  upon  us." 

"  And  after  all,  father,  why  do  we  thus  fatigue  ourselves  in  search 
of  those  wicked  persons,  who  thought  only  of  their  own  safety, 
and  abandoned  us  in  so  cowardly  a  manner  ! " 
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"  We  ought  to  make  the  search,"  I  said,  "  for  more  than  one 
reason  :  first,  because  we  must  not  return  evil  for  evil ;  next,  because 
these  men  might  be  useful  to  us  and  assist  in  our  secure  establish- 
ment ;  but,  chiefly,  because  they  may  possibly  stand  in  need  of  our 
beneficence,  for  we  have  certainly  conveyed  from  the  vessel  many 
more  articles  than  they  did,  and  at  this  very  moment  they  may  be 
perishing  of  hunger ! " 

"  Not  the  less  are  we  losing  our  time  in  this  haphazard  journey, 
while  we  might  have  returned  to  the  ship,  and  carried  off  the  cattle, 
whose  possession  woukl  be  a  signal  boon/' 

"  When  several  duties  present  themselves  for  fulfilment,  we  must 
give  the  preference  to  the  most  important ;  it  is  far  nobler  to  seek 
the  salvation  of  human  life  than  to  trouble  ourselves  about  brute 
animals,  and  having  supplied  them  with  several  days'  allowance  of 
food,  wo  need  be  under  no  apprehension  that  they  will  be  starved 
to  death.  The  sea,  too,  is  very  calm  ;  and  for  the  present  they 
are  perfectly  secure  on  board  the  wreck." 

Having  traversed  the  entire  beach  without  discovering  any  signs 
of  the  lost,  we  halted  in  the  shade  of  a  small  grove  to  rest  and  refresh 
ourselves.  A  bright  and  sparkling  rivulet  wound  its  silver  thread 
through  the  leafy  trees ;  and  all  around  us  fluttered,  and  chattered, 
and  sung  a  legion  of  unknown  birds,  differing  from  each  other  in 
form  and  plumage,  but  more  remarkable  for  their  splendid  hues 
than  for  the  melody  of  their  strains.*  Frederick,  a  hunter  by 
nature,  pierced  with  keen  gaze  the  obscurity  of  the  leafy  boughs, 
and  caught  night  oi  a  little  animal  which  seemed  to  him  very  like 
an  ape,  but  he  could  not  ho  a'rtain  from  the  brief  and  distant  view 
he  ohtnined  of  it. 

Sutldeuly  Turk  gave  a  low  growl,  and  with  much  disquietude 
fixed  his  gaze  on  the  summit  of  a  tree;  Frederick,  in  his  haste  to 
aseiMtaiu  the  cause,  turneil  precipitately  round  its  trunk;  his  foot 
8t  rtick  ngainst  a  rouutl  body  concealed  auu^ng  the  herbage,  and  he 
Ktunil.led  and  nearly  fell.  Picking  up  the  strange  object,  and 
hringiMK  it  to  me,  he  asked  what  it  Wiu>.  lie  supposed  it  to  be  a 
bir.rs  nest,  from  the  lilaments  of  which  it  seemed  partly  composed. 

t,.nnM!;;!.'rl'"'  ^'''"^^  T^  ""  "''"*-'  ^'*''**  *"  ^'"^  *''^»''^*     ^hc  fe*therc,l  minstrels  of  our 
mkiHliigiUoovoiHunlilnl  of  ivirmUw?     rniMJt/.it..r.  J 
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I  laughed  at  him  a  little,  and 
at  his  bad  habit  of  judgtug 
things  superficially  without 
troubling  himself  to  investigate 
tbem  carefully. 

"  I  should  rather  think  it  to 
be  a  nut,"  said  I,  "  and  pro- 
bably a  cocoa-nut," 

With  a  blow  from  my  ase  I 
split  it  open;  but  an  it  was 
very  old,  the  kernel  which  it 
enclosed  was  hard,  dry,  and 
unfit  to  be  eaten - 

"  But,  papa,  Ernest  has  often 
told  me  that  the  cocoa-nut  con- 
tains a  fresh  sugary  liquid, 
nhich  people  drink  like  almond- 
milk  ;  now  it  seems  that  our 
dear  professor  was  all  in  thu 
wrong." 

"And  as  for  you,  my  boy, 
your  sarcoetie  tongue  is  never 
quiet,  especially  when  an  oeca 
sion  arises  of  exercising  it  upon 
your  brother.  Do  not  indulge 
my  dear  Frederick  a  tendcnty 
which  does  little  honour  to  youi  ■^f^ 
mind,  and  will  cjui;e  unfavour  VL 

able  opinions  to  bo  lurnied  of  r;  ^  i^ 
your  heart.      Y  u  ort,  jui^iMn, 
now,as  unfortunately  is  )  our  (.U!> 
tom,  by  appearances   tho  cocoa  i^*  <">  «»■  "ir  '"^^ 

nut,  when  not  completely  ripe  is  full  of  a  clear  scented  liquid, 
rather  sweet,  and  \cry  plcBBant  to  the  taste  but  when  the  fruit 
is  fully  grown,  it  absorbs  this  liquid  and  the  interior  is  covered 
with  a  substance  resembling  the  almond  which  grows  drier  as  it 
grows   older,   until   completely  shriv(.lli,l       If  the  nut  falls  on 
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a  favourable  6oil,  ibis  marrow  swells,  and  the  germ  finally  forcing 
a  passage  through  the  shell,  fixes  itself  in  the  ground,  and  thus 
reproduces  another  tree." 

"  It  is  truly  marvellous,"  exclaimed  Frederick,  rendered  atten- 
tive by  my  remarks,  "  that  so  feeble  a  germ  can  break  through 
its  hard  and  threefold  envelope  to  gain  a  second  existence.  I 
know,  indeed,  that  such  is  the  case  with  almonds,  apricots,  and 
peaches,  but  with  them  the  core  is  already  half  split  at  the  side ; 
how  does  the  cocoa-nut  manage?" 

"  God,"  my  son,  "  who  foresees  all  things,  has  solved  the 
difficulty  which  seems  to  you  so  insurmountable.  Do  you  not 
see  here,  in  the  base  of  the  nut,  these  three  small  round  holes? 
Tliey  are  simply  covered  by  a  kind  of  spongy  padding,  that, 
rapidly  rotting,  affords  an  egi'ess  to  the  germ,  which  immediately 
roots  itself  in  the  earth  while  i^cmaining  attached  to  the  cocoa- 
nut,  until  it  has  consumed  all  the  nourishing  marrow  destined 
to  support  its  infant  condition.  It  is  thus,  my  dear  son,  the 
dose  observation  of  nature  will  always  give  you  fresh  cause  foi 
wonder  and  admiration,  and  ever  afford  new  opportunities  to  bless 
and  adore  its  divine  Author." 

We  continued  our  progress  through  the  woods,  though  frequently 
compelled  to  clear  a  path  with  onr  hatchet,  the  trees  were  so  closely 
bound  and  interlaced  by  a  multitude  of  lianas,  and  other  creeping 
plants,  which  threatened  to  close  the  passage  against  us.  At  length 
we  reached  a  more  open  locality ;  the  forest  stretched  far  away  on 
our  right,  within  gun  shot  range,  and  some  isolated  trees  of  very 
curious  aspect  rose  at  intervals ;  Frederick,  who  led  the  advance, 
soon  discovered  them. 

"  Look,  look,  father,"  he  cried ;  "  here  is  a  wonder !  Surely 
these  trees  bear  fruit,  if,  indeed,  their  monstrous  excrescences  are 
not  immense  mushrooms  ! " 

I  approached,  and  much  to  my  satisfaction  perceived  that  they 
were  calabash-trees,  and  already  loaded  with  fruit ;  we  collected  a 
few  of  different  sizes,  and  I  explained  to  my  son  the  use  which 
the  savages  made  ofthese  large  gourds,  whose  strong  and  solid  shell 
they  convert  into  dishes,  drinking-cups,  and  other  domestic  uten- 
sils, and  in  which  they  even  manage  to  cook  their  food. 
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"  Cook  tlieir  food !"  cried  Frwlcrick  ;  "  why,  it  would  bo  iiii- 
poMiblo  to  place  these  upon  the  fire  I " 

"  Well,  and  oan  nothing  be  coolieil  without  fire  1  I  hnve  told 
*ou  the  simple  truth ;  only  there  ia  uo  need  you  should  alwayK 
put  upon  the  lire  the  vessel  in  which  you  are  cooking." 

Here  Frederick  looked  at  me  with  an  air  of  great  eurpriso,  for  I 
was  smiling,  and  aniuiiing  niysulT  with  Iiis  ouibarraBsmeut. 

"  I  don't  understand  it,"  said  he,  "  unlosH  you  employ  magic." 

"  Magic  I  There  is  no  niagio  except  the  intelligence  of  iiinn. 
It  is  dial  which  supplies  tim  with  slrengtli  and  skill  to  accomplish 
fH>  many  things  which  to  the  ignorant  eye  appear  niarvi'llous.  As 
for  tho  mode  in  which  wo  boil  water  or  anything  else  in  the 
calabash -shell,  we  fimt  hcnt  some  stoinx  red  hot,  and  then  cast 
them  one  by  one  into  tho  vessel,  mitil  its  cuntents  sre  sufficiently 
cooked." 

"  Oh,  what  a  simple  affair  I  Ol'  oouise  I  should  haw  known,  if 
I  had  reflected  fur  a  minute." 

"  You  remind  me  of  the  comjianions  of  Columbus,  when  ho 
proposed  to  them  tlie  pnihlem  of  making  an  egg  stand  upon  its 
eud ;  the  (nmplust  meanH  are  fi-e<]ucntly  tlioNO  of  which  wo  think 
the  leaet.  But  to  I'etuni  to  our  calabashes :  if  wu  were  to  prepare 
a  few  immediately,  and  loave  them  here  upon  the  sand  to  dry,  wo 
could  take  them  up  on  our  return,  and  y<iur  mother  would  be 
highly  gratified  with  such  an  addition  to  her  hiiuschohl  stores." 

Frederick,  delighted  with  the  suggestion,  immediately  drew  his 
knife,  and  b«^n  to  cut  in  twain  a  shell 
of  tolerable  dimensions  ;  the  two 
halrea,  he  Raid,  would  make  excellent 
8onp-tnreens :  bnt  the  rind  was  hard 
as  leather;  the  blade  of  hia  knife 
slipped  al>out,  and  made  an  unequal 
and  irr^ular  cut ;  soon  the  hot, 
impetuous  youth  grew  weary,  im- 
patiently flung  asiito  th»>,  gourd,  se- 
lected aunthor,  with  which  he  snc- 
ceeded  no  better,  and,  stamping  angrily,  turned  to  uie,  cxclaimintjt 
"  I  don't  know  how  to  manage  jt !  " 
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"  Yi>ur  impatience  always  frustrates  your  designs,"  I  said,  "and 
your  want  of  thought  will  ever  prevent  you  from  succeeding,  if 
you  do  not  take  care.  Here  are  some  empty  shells ;  or  stay,  take 
tl»esc  fragments,  and  shape  them  into  spoons ;  you  will  find  it  an 
easier  task.  Now  see  the  means  I  shall  employ  to  divide  the 
gourd  with  neatness  and  exactness.*' 

I  took  from  my  pocket  a  ball  of  string,  and  proceeded  to  tie 
in  it  one  of  those  seamen's  knots  which  are  not  easily  undone; 
1  twined  it  round  one  of  the  shells  in  the  middle,  and  after  I  had 
tiglitly  fastened  it,  struck  it  strongly  with  the  back  of  my  knife 
to  trace  the  exact  line  of  division ;  then,  having  attached  one  end 
of  the  strint^  to  the  branch  of  a  tree,  I  pulled  the  other  with  all 
my  strength,  and  the  nut  was  quickly  separated  into  two  equal 
portions. 

Afterwards  I  scooped  out  the  interiors,  which  contained  nothing 
but  a  tasteless  and  watery  substance,  into  a  couple  of  drinking-cups, 
80  stronir  and  solid  that  Frederick  reganleil  them  with  admiring  eyes. 
''  But  how  came  you,"  said  he,  "  to  think  of  this  way  of  cutting 
without  a  knife?  It  is  like  cooking  without  fire,  or,  at  least, 
without  exactly  making  use  of  the  fire  to  cook  with." 

"  I  renionibor  to  have  read  in  a  bi>ok  of  travels  that  the  negroes 
ami  savages  cut  the  shells  which  they  use  for  culinary  purposes 
in  this  fashion.  Hence  you  may  see  the  advantage  of  reading, 
ami  especially  of  knowing  how,  when  opportunity  occurs,  to  turn 
what  you  have  road  to  advantaire." 

Wo  quickly  projmrod  a  dozen  smaller  vessels,  and  Frederick 
notpiittod  himself  with  tolerable  dexterity.  In  manufacturing 
our  siMions  we  did  not  succeed  so  well,  for  the  instrument  I 
turned  out  was  more  like  a  shovel  than  a  spoon.  "They  will 
answer  better,  however,"  said  my  son,  "than  our  oyster-shells, 
with  which  it  is  impossible  to  eat  our  soup  without  burning  onr 
lingers." 

"  Mon»ovor/*  said  I,  "  in  times  of  need  we  ought  to  consider  our- 
Kolvos  fortunate  in  finding  a  make-shift." 

*'  Do  you  not  think,  papa,  that  our  heavenly  Father  sometimes 
involvos  his  chiKhon  in  distress  to  teach  them  to  be  contented 
with  littler* 
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"  I  admire  your  sentiment,  Frederick,  and  it  has  g^ven  me  more 
pleasure  than  would  a  hundred  pounds." 

^' Ah,  a  hundred  pounds  is  a  large  sum;  hut  what  would  you 
do  with  them  here,  papa?  If  you  had  said  *  a  good  basin  of  soup' 
or  *  a  joint  of  roast  beef,'  I  shouhl  have  comprehended  better  the 
Yalue  of  my  remark." 

"  Well,  it  is  not  the  less  precious,  and  I  am  greatly  rejoiced  to 
see  that  you  are  beginning  to  estimate  a  thing  according  to  the 
circnmstances  which  render  it  truly  good  and  useful.  Money,  in 
truth,  is  but  a  means  of  exchange  in  human  society,  and  it  would 
lose  here  all  its  value,  because  we  could  find  no  employment  for  it." 

While  thus  conversing  we  rose  to  continue  our  journey :  we 
filled  our  gourds  with  fine  sand,  that  the  sun,  in  drying  them, 
might  not  warp  them  into  ungainly  forms,  and  then  set  out,  taking 
care  to  notice  with  exactness  the  leading  features  of  the  scene,  that 
on  our  return  we  might  re-collect  our  vessels. 

After  walking  for  about  two  hours,  wo  arrived  at  the  extremity 
of  a  tongue  of  land  which  extended  far  into  the  sea,  and  on  which 
as  a  foundation  rose  a  small  hill  of  tolerable  steepness.  I  judged 
this  a  favourable  position  for  the  object  which  throughout  our 
journey  we  had  had  in  view — the  discovery  of  our  missing  com- 
rades. It  was  not  without  great  fatigue  that  we  reached  the 
summit  of  the  acclivity,  whence  the  view  embraced  an  immense 
horizon.  Though  I  carefully  surveyed  the  panorama  in  all  direc- 
tions, I  could  not  discover  the  slightest  trace  of  those  we  were  in 
search  of,  nor  even  of  any  other  human  creatures.  But,  as  if  to 
compensate  us  for  the  disappointment.  Nature  displayed  before  our 
admiring  eyes  her  fairest  graces.  The  smiling  shores  of  a  con- 
siderable bay,  whose  dim  outline  was  lost  in  the  blue  of  heaven, 
enclosed  a  softly  rippled  expanse  of  azure,  which  kindled  like 
burning  gold  in  the  sun's  rays.  The  beauty  of  the  foliage  of 
different  shades  of  green,  the  fragrance  of  a  thousand  unknown 
plants,  the  aspect  of  this  enchanted  solitude,  should  have  filled  our 
hearts  with  joy,  and  inspired  us  with  gratitude  to  the  merciful  God 
who  had  conducted  us  hither,  as  of  old  he  had  guided  the  patriarchs 
into  the  Promised  Land.  But  the  bright  prospect  of  the  glorious 
scene  which  had  fallen  to  our  inheritance  could  not  dispel  our 
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melancholy  rcdoctloni*  on  the  fnto  of  our  foniiOT  conira  les  ong^itlfpit 
in  the  ocoan  depths,  or  perhaps  thrown  upon  some  barren  ant 
iuhospilablo  a  hare. 


claspinR  my  hands ;  "  it  may  be  our  lot  to 
live  anil  tlie  in  thiB  islanJ-folitnde :  let  us  nnrepiningly  submit  to 
wliut  He  has  orilained.  and  endeavour  henceforth  to  be  happy  and 
contented  in  our  condition," 

BIy  Koti  BKSured  me  that  ho  felt  no  apprcbcnsion  at  the  prospect 
of  a  Bolitary  life,  and  that  the  socioly  of  a  good  father,  a  tender 
inodier,  and  his  dear  brothers,  would  amply  suffice  tor  his  happi- 
ness, though  he  sliould  spend  the  remainder  of  hia  existence  in 
that  uninhabited  but  most  chanuing  country. 

We  then  destended  the  hill,  and  directed  our  course  towards  a 
little  wood  which  we  could  perceive  in  the  distance.  To  reach  it, 
we  were  compelled  to  cross  a  plain  planted  with  tall  reeds,  so 
entangled  and  twisted  together  that  it  was  with  no  small  diEGculty 
wo  accoinplialied  a  passage.  We  proceeded  very  cautiously,  for  I 
feared  some  serpents  or  other  venomous  animals  might  lurk  in 
the  dense  thicket.  Our  dog  led  the  way,  and  with  niy  axe  I  cut 
down  one  of  these  reeds  as  a  more  useful  weapon  of  defence  against 
a  reptile  than  my  musket.  With  some  surprise  I  noticed  a  thick 
^ijicc  exuding  from  the  cut  Iliad  maile  in  the  stem;  out  of  curionity 
/  tasted  it,  and  Ending  it  sweet  aa  honey,  1  never  doubted  but  that 
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we  h»A  fallen  in  with  tlie  genuine  Kugar-canc.  I  restruined  my 
joy,  an<i  eager  tlmt  my  Bon  Blifiutd  hImo  enjoy  tlie  gnitirivution  oi 
Ro  admirable  a  discovery,  I  called  to  Itim  to  cut  a  reed  for  Ins  own 
protection,  which  he  did  inimeiliately  without  suspecting  my 
design.  Bui,  instead  of  innking  use  of  it  to  steady  his  steps,  he 
•mtued  liiniself  with  brandisliiiig  it  to  and  fro,  and  swinging  it 
nxuid  and  round,  like  the  nniis  of  a  windmill.  By  so  doing  ha 
fovced  out  at  tho  two  extremities  bo  great  a  quantity  of  juice  that 
his  hands  were  soon  completely  covered. 

Frederick  suddenly  halteil,  examined  intently  the  syrup  which 
encaped  through  every  chink  in 
the  cane,  tasted  it,  and  perceiv- 
ing immediately  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  diHCovery,  he 
leaped  for  joy,  and  shouted, — 

"  Papa  I  papa  I  the  sugar- 
cane I  Oh,  taste  it,  papa  I  it  is 
excellent.  Oh,  how  pleased  will 
mamma  and  the  boys  be  when  I 
tell  theui  what  we  have  found  I " 

Immediatelyhe  began  to  break 
the  Klema  of  the  canes  around 
him,  and  to  suck  the  juice  so 
e^erly  that  thia  sweet  nectar 
trickled  all  over  his  chin. 

I  scolded  him  a  little  for  his 
gluttony.     We  ought  never  to 
give  the  reins   to   our   sensual 
ap])etitcs,  and  should  be  moderate  in  the  enjoyment  even  of  lawful 
pleasures. 

"  Oh,  papa,  I  was  «o  thirsty,  and  it  was  «o  good  !  " 

"You  excuse  yourself,  Frederick,  junt  as  drunltardH  do:  they 
drink  to  excess  on  tho  pretext  that  they  are  always  thirKty,  and 
that  they  find  tho  wine  excclli'nt.  Thus  they  lose  their  senses, 
and  eventually  ruin  both  their  health  mid  their  purse." 

"  At  least  I  may  cut  a  sujiply  of  raiies  to  carry  home  ?  " 

"  Undoubtedly ;   hut   do    not   toko   more   tlian    you  can   con- 
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vcnicntly  carry,  nor  waste  the  good  wliich    God  lias   bestowed 

111  sptc  o[  mj  adinonition  the  young  man  thinking,  rattier  of 
his  appct  te  than  hiH  strength  cut  a  dozen  of  the  largest  canes 
and  cotle  ted  them  into  a  bundle  but  though  he  liad  strippcil 
them  of  their  lea\es  the  burden  [  tom»1  too  much  for  liim  Th  s 
ho  V ever  ho  would  not  ackno\^ Ic Ige      At  length  hc  reached  the 


pahn-grove,  and  sealed  oui-selves  in  it^  grateful  shade  to  enjoy  our 
noontide  repast.  While  we  were  thus  engaged,  a  troop  of  monkeys 
of  tolerably  large  stature,  frighteneil  by  our  appearance  Bn<l  by  the 
loud  barking  of  our  dog,  clambered  up  the  palm-trees  with  such 
rapidity  that  we  had  scarcely  time  to  catch  sight  of  them.  As 
soon  as  they  found  tlicniselvea  securely  planted  on  the  siiinniils, 
tfacy  amused  themsclvea  by  grimacing  at  its,  and  uttering  the 
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slirillest  cries.  This  noisy  welcome  did  not  intimidate  nie,  and  I 
was  thinking  of  profiting  by  their  malice,  wlien  Frederick,  always 
inflame<l  beyond  measure  by  the  siglit  of  prey,  raised  his  gun,  and 
I  had  barely  time  to  prevent  him  from  firing  by  seizing  his  arm. 

"  What  arc  you  about  ?  "  I  cried ;  **  and  what  advantage  is  there 
in  disturbing  and  injuring  these  poor  beasts?" 

^'  Oh,  papa,  apes  are  such  malicious  and  mischievous  creatures  t 
Just  see  what  wicked  gestures  they  are  making ;  they  would  tear 
us  in  pieces  if  they  could !  ** 

"  No  doubt,  my  son,  for  we  are  intruders  upon  their  domain ; 
but  is  that  a  sufficient  reason  for  taking  their  lives  ?  Hemcmber, 
my  boy,  that  so  long  as  an  animal  does  us  no  injury,  or  that  its 
death  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  us,  we  are  not  justified  in  killing 
it ;  and  still  less  are  we  authorized  in  tormenting  it  for  our  amuse- 
ment, or  for  the  satisfaction  of  an  unworthy  desire  of  vengeance. '' 

"  Well,  papa,  I  should  have  shot  one  as  1  would  any  other 
game." 

"As  for  that,  I  cry  you  mercy.  I  don't  think  your  mother  would 
have  been  much  delighted  with  so  unsavoury  a  provision.  More- 
over, it  seems  to  me  that  an  ape  is  much  more  useful  alive  than 
dead.  Ton  shall  see;  but  'ware  heads!  for,  if  I  mistake  not, 
there  will  descend  from  these  trees  a  hail  of  cocoa-nuts  which  will 
be  of  far  greater  profit  to  us  than  your  ^  game/  '' 

I  picked  up  a  handfid  of  stones  and  threw  them  at  the  a  pes 
witb  all  my  force,  though  I  could  hardly  reach  one  half  of  the 
palms  where  they  lay  in  ambush.  Their  natural  love  of  imitation 
led  them  to  salute  me  in  a  similar  manner,  and,  seizing  on  all  the 
cocoa-nuts  within  their  range,  they  pelted  us  so  fast  and  furiously 
that  the  ground  was  soon  covered  with  the  spoils  of  war.  When 
our  grimacing  adversaries  had  exhausted  all  their  nmnitions,  they 
took  refuge  in  the  depths  of  the  wood.  Frederick,  astounded  by 
my  stratagem  and  its  success,  laughed  with  all  his  heart  at  the 
grimaces  and  gambols  of  the  fugitives.  As  soon  as  we  could 
approach  the  scene  of  action  without  fear  of  being  stunned,  we 
gathered  in  our  harvest,  and  established  ourselves  in  a  nook  bc^yond 
the  enemy's  fire,  to  finish  our  dinner.  Thanks  to  this  new  supply, 
it  proved  excellent:    before  breaking  our  nuts,  we  drank  their 
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iriilk  through  8ome  Rmall  orifices  which  I  pierced  mth  a  gimlet; 
Imt  if  the  juice,  wliich  resembles  skimmed  milk  a  little  stale  rather 
than  fresh  milk  from  the  cow,  or  almond -milk,  did  not  fulfil  the 
oxj>ectations  which  Ernest's  glowing  descriptions  had  excited,  we 
were  all  the  better  pleased  with  the  kind  of  cream  which  is  found 
in  the  unripe  cocoa-nut,  lining  its  sides.  We  mixed  this  cream 
with  some  sugar-cane  syrup,  and  thus  provide<l  ourselves  with  a 
delicious  dish.  Master  Turk,  who  regarded  these  dainties  very 
indiiTcrcnitlv,  was  entertained  with  the  remains  of  the  lobster  and  a 
\mcx\  of  biscuit;  it  was  rather  hard,  but  appeased  his  hunger. 

The  day  was  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close ;  it  would  have  been 
imprudent  to  venture  farther;  and  we  resolved  to  retrace  our  steps. 
Srlocting  from  the  untouched  cocoa-nuts  those  which  were  still 
])nwidod  with  a  stem,  I  tied  them  together,  and  loaded  myself 
with  them ;  Frederick  carried  the  bundle  of  sugar-canes  on  his 
shouMors ;  an<l  thus  charged  with  the  fmits  of  our  adventure,  we 
began  our  homeward  march. 

At  the  end  of  thirty  or  forty  minutes,  Frederick  began  to  com- 
])lain  of  the  weight  of  his  burden.  Tic  shifted  it  uneasily  from  one 
shoulder  to  another ;  next  he  took  it  in  both  arms ;  suddenly  he 
halted,  and  sighintif  heavily, — 

**  No,"  ho  exdaimcil,  like  one  utterlv  overcome  ;  '*  T  could  never 
have  believed  that  a  dozen  suu:ar-cane.s  would  have  been  so  heavy 
to  carry  I  Were  it  not  for  mv  anxietv  to  sec  mamma  and  mv 
brothers  onjtning  this  delectable  juice,  T  think  I  should  deposit 
my  package  ben\** 

**  Patience!  Patienoo  and  courage,  my  dear  son,'*  said  I;  "re- 
tnember  the  pannier  of  bread  which  Ksop  oarrii^l, — ^liow  heavy  it 
was  at  the  beginninix,  how  liirht  at  the  end  of  his  journey.  Yours 
will  be  liirhtened  in  the  same  man!\er,  for  we  shall  use  up  more 
than  one  of  your  canes  during  the  b^ng  marel»  that  lies  Wfore  us. 
l^^sides.  Yon  may  carry  them  tnuch  more  easily  than  y.ni  are  now 
doing,  by  placinvr  your  b^^d  cross-wise  with  "your  gun  on  your 
Iviek;  you  will  lind  it  less  heavy  and  les>;  tn^ubh^mie.  Po'yon 
not  s»v  how  many  inconveniences  may  be  n^nnMlietl  by  a  little  im- 
airiuation,  and  esjHvially  by  a  little  retUvtion?** 

\V.>  bnd  vH^ntinned  our  journey  t^.v  some  tin^e,  when  Freilerick. 
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seeing  me  drink  the  juice  of  my  sugar-cane,  would  fain  have 
followed,  my  example.  But  he  sucked  in  vain.  Nothing  rewarded 
his  exertions,  heciiuse  he  had  neglected  to  make,  as  I  had  done,  a 
little  aperture  abc^ve  the  first  joint.  By  diligently  searching  for 
the  cause  of  this  phenomenon,  he  succeeded  in  ascertaining  it,  and 
soon  enjoyed,  as  I  had  done,  some  mouthfuls  of  a  cordial  and  re- 
freshing syrup. 

"  If  we  go  on  in  this  way,  papa,''  said  Frederick,  when,  having 
exhausted  my  stick,  I  asked  him  for  another,  "  we  shall  not  have 
much  to  carry  home." 

"  Do  not  grieve  at  that,  my  boy,  for  the  canes  cut  and  carried 
in  the  heat  of  the  sun  will  not  long  be  of  any  good ;  the  juice  now 
80  sweet  will  quickly  turn  sour.  If  we  should  contrive  to  convey 
to  our  dear  ones  a  few  drops  in  all  their  excellence,  we  ought  to 
feel  satisfied ;  and  we  shall  easily  find  again  the  field  that  produces 
so  useful  a  crop." 

"  Well,  well,  if  the  sugar  fails  us,  I  have  a  capital  stock  of  cocoa- 
nut  milk  in  my  tin  porringer,  and  mamma  and  my  brothers  will 
enjoy  it  heartily  :  don't  you  think  so?" 

"  The  precaution  is  a  pleasing  proof  of  your  affection ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  your  milk,  before  you  reach  home,  will 
be  converted  into  vinegar.  The  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut,  removed 
from  its  natural  receptacle,  very  rapidly  spoils." 

"  Oh,  how  annoying  that  will  be  ! " 

He  seized  immediately  the  little  tin  flask  which  hung  suspended 
to  his  belt ;  but,  just  as  he  was  about  to  examine  its  contents,  the 
cork  leaped  out  with  a  lou<l  bang,  followed  by  the  liquor  sparkling 
and  frothing  like  champagne.     Frederick  tasted  it. 

"Oh,  papa,  drink;  it  is  most  delicious!  It  is  much  more  like 
sweet  wine  than  vinegar.  True,  it  titillates  the  tongue  a  little, 
but  the  sensation  is  most  agreeable." 

"  It  is  in  the  first  stage  of  fermentation.  The  same  result  is 
obtained  when  we  mix  honey  and  water  to  produce  hydromel : 
after  the  second  stage,  the  liquor  clears,  and  assumes  a  certain  re- 
semblance to  wine.  If  we  excite  it  by  heat  to  the  third  stage  of 
fermentation,  this  wine  or  liquor  is  converted  into  vinegar;  and 
event nally,  shouhl  it  be  neglectojl,  it  will  undergo  a  last  process  of 
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renncnlatioii — namely,  corruption.  Sulijected  to  8uch  a  d^ree  of 
livut  as  we  liave  eKi>erieiK'eii  to-day,  these  liifferent  Htt^es  of  fer- 
II I  ell  tat  ion  woiiM  nucct^eil  one  anolljer  witli  great  rapidity,  and 
it  might  even  liuppen  tlint,  inNtcad  of  carrying  home  vinegar  to 
your  niot)i(>r,  yiiii  \vi>u1d  Kiinply  pn'sonl  her  with  a  xuppty  of  thick 
putrid  water.  For  this  rea-son  wo  may  as  well  drink  at  once  what 
icniaiiiH  of  your  wine  to  recruit  ourselves.  Come,"  added  I,  taking 
the  Ha«k,  "  hero's  to  your  health,  my  dear  son,  and  to  the  health 
of  all  whom  we  love." 

Wc  each  drank  u  moderate  quantity  of  this  truly  delicious  bever- 
age, ami,  much  refreshed  by  the  novel  coidial,  resumed  our  journey. 
It  was  not  long  hetori;  we  reached  the  place  where  we  had 
dopc.Kiled  in  the  sanil  our  home -manufactured  domestic  utensils. 
'Hiey  were  perfectly  dry,  and  consequently  easy  to  carry.  As 
Frederick  was  Kufficicntly  loaded,  I  took  charge  of  them.  While 
truverwinK  the  little  wood  in  wliich  we  had  breakfasted,  our  d(^ 
HUddcidy  darted  before  us,  and  fell  furiously  on  a  troop  of  monkeys 
which,  not  having  perceived  our  approach,  were  disporting  them- 
wlvw  on  tho  given  sward.  At  the  sight  of  Turk  they  all  took  to 
Jlight,  except  an  ngeil  ape  less  nimble  than  his  fellows,  who  was 
M'ixcd  and  torn  in  [lieccs  by  the  facnished  dog  before  we  could 
mull  to  the  iVBCuo.  A  young  monkey,  whom  the  mother  had 
curried  on  her  biuk,  and  whose  burden  had  undoubtedly  pi-evented 
her  from  flying  as  quickly  as 
the  remainder  of  the  band, 
crouched  among  the  herbage, 
and  grinding  his  teeth,  lookeil 
on  at  the  honible  spectacle. 
Frederick,  flinging  down  his  load, 
had  sprung  (orivard  to  save,  if 
jHissiblo,  the  poor  mother.  The 
young  monkey  leape<l  from  his 
concealment,  climbed  upon  his 
back,  and  clung  to  his  curly 
head  with  no  nmcli  force,  that 
*,  and  exertions  could  not  make 
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"  Here  is  a  trait  of  the  monkey  character,"  said  I,  laughing  at 
my  son's  air  of  einbarrasHnieut,  and  assisting  him  to  rid  himself  ot 
the  angry  animal ;  "  this  little  fellow,  having  lost  his  mother, 
seems  to  have  selected  you  for  his  foster-father,  and  the  poor 
orphan  is  assuredly  in  no  condition  to  provide  for  his  own  wants. 
What  shall  we  do  with  thee,  poor  little  one?"  said  I,  caressing 
him,  and  holding  him  in  my  arms,  like  a  little  child.  *'  We  are 
so  poverty-stricken  ourselves,  and  have  already  more  mouths  to 
feed  than  arms  to  work." 

"  Oh,  papa,"  cried  Frederick,  "  leave  him  to  me,  and  let  mo 
bring  him  up ;  I  will  take  the  greatest  care  of  him,  and  perhaps 
liis  instinct  will  one  day  assist  us  in  discovering  some  useful  fruits." 

I  consented,  and  we  resumed  our  march,  leaving  Turk  behind 
to  finish  his  repast ;  the  little  food  we  ha<l  given  him  during  the 
day  not  having  satisfied  his  voracious  appetite.  The  young  ape, 
tranquillized  by  our  caresses,  took  his  seat  on  Frederick's  shoulder, 
and  I  charged  myself  with  his  bundle  of  canes.  After  we  had 
journeyed  thus  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  were  rejoined  by 
Turk  ;  his  jaws  were  still  blood- bedabbled ;  his  appearance  re- 
newed the  monkey*s  terror,  and  quitting  Frederick's  shoulder,  he 
took  refuge  in  his  arms,  and  hid  his  shrinking  head  in  the  folds  of 
his  jacket.  My  son's  fatigue  soon  suggested  the  idea  of  transferring 
his  burden  to  Turk's  broad  back.  *'  Since  you  have  deprived  this 
little  one,"  said  Frederick,  "  of  his  mother,  it  is  right  you  should 
act  as  her  substitute,  at  least  in  this  one  respect."  lie  therefore 
fastened  the  monkey  to  the  dog's  back  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave 
him  full  liberty  of  movement,  and  passing  a  cord  round  Turk's 
neck,  took  hold  of  it  by  one  end,  lest  he  should  go  astray,  and 
some  misfortune  happen  to  his  new  favourite.  At  first  the  cava- 
lier and  his  steed  manifested  a  strong  disinclination  to  travel  in 
such  close  companionship,  but  by  alternate  remonstrances  and 
caresses  we  contrived  to  quiet  them,  and  the  little  ape  soon  ap- 
peared reconciled  to  this  new  mode  of  progress. 

The  expedient  seemed  to  me  a  good  one,  and  we  continued  our 
journey,  much  amused  by  the  comical  contortions  of  our  young 
companion,  and  at  the  air  of  gravity  with  which  our  brave  dog 
trotted  bIoj}^  under  his  burden,  keeping  step  by  step  \\\l\\\\\^  ^tv^ 
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who  lieltl  him  in  leash.  "  Truly,"  «aid  I,  "  we  aliall  appear  like  a 
couple  of  showmen,  conducting  their  clever  animals  to  the  nearest 
fair.  Just  imagine  the  shouts  of  joy,  and  the  exclamations  of 
our  little  ones,  when  they  behold  us  returning  with  so  strange  a 

comrade ! " 

"  Ay,  indeed,'*  replied  Frederick ;  "  and  Rudly  will  find  in  him 
a  perfect  model  for  grimace,  although  he  is  well  accomplished  in 
the  art—" 

"  Ah,  my  dear  boy,  you  have  too  keen  an  eye  for  the  little 
defects  of  your  brothers !  Do  not  call  attention  to  them  at  every 
opportunity  ;  imitate  in  this  respect  your  mother's  goodness.  See 
how  she  endeavours  to  hide  your  faults  from  each  other,  in  order 
to  maintain  a  kindly  feeling  among  you !  I  do  not  like  to  see 
such  a  disposition  to  ridicule  exhibiting  itself  in  my  eldest  son. 
Take  care,  my  boy;  a  sharp  jest,  though  uttered  without  fore- 
thought, often  leaves  an  ineffaceable  impression." 

Acknowledging  the  truth  of  my  remarks,  Frederick  undertook 
to  keep  them  in  mind.  We  then  discoursed  respecting  the  monkey 
family,  their  manners,  and  the  usefulness  of  animals  in  general ; 
nnd  I  addressed  myself  to  the  task  of  rectifying  in  my  son's  character 
those  errors  which  had  been  nourished  by  a  habit  of  illogical 
reasoning,  an<l  especiidly  by  a  prcmeness  to  judge  hastily  and 
without  reflection.  Tliis  conversation,  while  relieving  the  tedium 
of  our  journey,  led  us  to  speak  of  the  animals  we  had  left  aboard 
the  wreck,  and  of  the  hope  we  still  cherislied  of  transporting  them 
ashore.  Frederick  expressed  his  regret  that  the  horses  we  had  em- 
barked with  us  had  been  unable  to  support  the  trials  of  the  voyage; 
they  had  perished,  I  ought  to  note,  a  short  time  before  our  own 
calamity  occurred. 

"  Unfortunately,"  said  he,  "  there  remains  but  one  donkey,  and 
what  should  wo  do  with  a  donkey?" 

"Do  not  be  too  eager  to  deprecate  that  patient  and  humble 
animal :  if  wo  can  but  contrive  to  land  it,  you  shall  see  what 
valuable  services  it  will  render.  An<l  as  the  one  you  speak  of 
comes  from  a  good  stock,  so  far  as  I  can  remember,  it  may  Ikj  that, 
with  careful  treatment  and  the  influence  of  the  climate,  he  will  prove 
to  us  an  eflicient  substitute  for  a  horse." 
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We  bad  now  arrived,  almost  witiiout  knowing  it,  on  tlio  margin 
of  the  stream  which  we  had  crosijed  in  the  inoniiiig,  and  wliich 
BCpnrstcd  us  alill  from  those  we  ho  dearly  lovc<l.  Hilly  the  Dane 
was  the  firet  to  give  notice  of  our  arrival  liy  a  jirolongoil  baik, 
to  trhiuh  Turk  repli(-d  eo  vctieniciitly  that  his  little  rider,  terrified 
by  the  anueual  noixe,  sprang  the  whole  length  of  lua  eord,  end 
to<)k  refuge  in  the  arms  of  Frederick,  whom  he  already  leamuil  to 
regard  as  his  protector.  No  sooner  did  our  dog  feel  himselF 
reliereil  of  his  charge,  than  lie  darted  forward  like  an  arrow  and 
crossed  the  hrook.  On  the  other  side  we  could  sec  our  fricnda 
haxteiiiDg  one  after  the  other  to  greet  us,  and  exhibiting  by 
unmistakftMe  gestures  their  delight  nt  our  return.  We  kej>t  along 
the  fitream  until  we  reached  the  point  where  some  projecting  rocks 
eniible<l  us  to  effect  a  pesHagc,  and  soon  found  ourselves  in  the 
ur  lieloTed  companions 


As  soon  as  the  first  welcome  was  over,  the  boys  began  to  leap 
and  jump  around  us,  e^rclaiming,  "  A  monkey  I  A  little  monkey  I 
Oh,  what  a  charming  fellow  1  Where  did  you  find  him?  IIow 
did  you  capture  him?  What  shall  we  give  him  to  eat?  Bnt 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  those  great  reeds,  Frederick  ?  And 
what  arc  those  large  boardH  wrapped  up  in  tow,  pai>a?"  So  great 
was  the  medley  of  questions,  answers,  shouts  of  joy,  and  exclatna- 
lions,  that  wo  knew  not  to  whom  to  listen.  When  the  happy 
tumult  had  somewhat  subsided,  I  began  : — 
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"  We  have  returned  safe  and  sound,  as  you  see,  my  dear  ones; 
God  has  blcpsed  our  journey,  and  we  bring  back  to  you  all  kinds 
of  pood  and  useful  things.  But  in  the  principal  object  of  our  day's 
adventure  we  have  failed;  we  have  not  discovered  the  least  trace 
of  our  companions  in  misfortune,  nor  of  any  human  being.  .  .  ." 

*'  If  such  be  the  will  of  God,"  said  my  devout-minded  wife, 
"  let  us  learn  to  be  satisfied,  and  thank  him  from  our  hearts  that 
he  has  spared  oi\r  little  circle,  and  brought  us  again  together  with- 
out mishap.  Ah,  how  I  have  prayed  and  wept  during  your 
absence,  and  how  long  it  seemed  to  me  I  But  once  more  I  see 
you !  Describe  to  us,  as  we  walk  along,  your  various  adventures ; 
but,  first,  let  us  relieve  you  of  your  burdens :  w^e  have  had  time 
to  rest  ourselves,  and  although  we  have  by  no  means  been  idle, 
as  you  will  see,  we  have  scarcely  quitted  the  place  all  day, 
except  that  the  children  have  sometimes  wandered  a  little  to  and 
fro." 

Immediately  the  boys  hastened  to  offer  their  assistance.  Rudly 
took  my  gun,  Ernest  the  load  of  cocoa-nuts,  Fritz  the  calabash 
vessels,  while  my  wife  took  charge  of  my  game-bag.  Frederick 
distributed  his  sugar-canes  among  his  brothers,  without  warning 
them,  in  the  first  place,  of  their  extreme  value ;  and  as  he  wished 
to  replace  the  little  monkey  on  Turk's  robust  back,  he  begged 
Ernest  to  take  his  gun.  The  young  idler  found  the  additional  load 
somewhat  inconvenient ;  however,  he  showed  no  signs  of  ill- 
humour,  but  his  mother  soon  i>erceiving  that  he  puffed  and  groaned, 
and  shifted  his  burden  every  moment  from  one  shoulder  to  the 
other,  took  compassion  upon  him,  and  relieved  him  of  the  parcel 
of  c<ieoa-nut8,  which,  by  the  way,  was  not  so  very  heavy. 

When  my  eldest  sou  detected  the  new  arrangement,  he  ex- 
claimed,— 

*'  If  Ernest  knew  what  ho  was  relinquishing,  he  would  have 
bent  double  under  the  weight  rather  than  have  parted  with  it : 
they  are  genuine,  veritable  cocoa-nuts,  Ernest,  your  beloved  cocoa- 
nuts!" 

**  How !  What  I  Cocoa-nuts!"  cried  the  young  naturalist, 
retracing  his  steps;  *'give  them  to  me,  mamma;  I  can  carry  them, 
anil  the  gun  also." 
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"  No,  no,"  said  his  mother ;  "  I  do  not  like  to  hear  you  groaning 
and  sighing,  as  you  were  doing  a  few  moments  ago." 

"But  look  here;  I  have  only  to  throw  away  this  heavy  stick, 
which  18  good  for  nothing,  and  carry  the  gun  in  my  hand; 
then—" 

"If  you  do  that  you  will  he  sorrier  still,  my  poor  hoy,  I  can 
tell  you,"  continueil  Frederick ;  "  for,  since  I  must  reveal  the 
Becret,  know  that  the  heavy  stick  which  is  good  for  nothing  is 
really  and  truly,  a — sugar-cane !  Come  here  all  of  you,  and  I  will 
teach  you  how  to  extract  the  juice,  which  is  not  very  easy  unless 
you  know  the  trick  of  it." 

"  IIo,  ho,  sugar-canes ! "  shouted  the  little  hand,  and  they 
gathered  round  Frederick,  who  showed  them  how  to  ohtain  the 
precious  syrup.  My  wife  was  equally  delighted  with  this  dis- 
covery ;  hut  of  all  the  useful  articles  which  we  had  brought  back, 
none  gave  her  so  much  pleasure  as  the  calabash  dishes  and  soup 
vessels,  for  earthenware  was  an  object  of  primary  necessity,  in 
which  we  were  wholly  deficient. 

We  arrived  at  our  little  settlement,  where  we  saw  with  con- 
siderable satisfaction  the  preparations  for  an  excellent  repast:  on 
one  side  of  the  fire  were  grilling  some  fish,  threaded  on  a  wooden 
spit,  which  rested  upon  a  couple  of  forked  sticks  set  firmly  in  the 
ground ;  in  front  of  it  a  goose,  disposed  in  the  same  manner, 
roasted  slowly,  the  fat  which  trickled  from  it  being  collected  in 
large  mussel-shells  ranged  underneath  ;  between  these  two  viands, 
that  is,  in  the  midst  of  the  fire,  was  planted  the  crock,  whence 
escaped  the  steam  of  a  peculiarly  savoury  soup.  Finally,  at  some 
distance  from  the  hearth,  one  of  the  casks  which  I  had  brought 
ashore  on  the  previous  evening  with  so  much  difficulty  lay  open, 
discovering  in  its  interior  whole  rows  of  superb  Dutch  cheeses, 
which,  wrapped  up  in  lead,  had  not  been  injured  by  the  sea- 
water. 

"  It  is  very  evident  that  you  have  not  been  engaged  in  doing 
nothing  during  our  absence,"  said  I,  enchanted  with  these  splendid 
preparations  for  the  recruitment  of  our  jaded  bodies ;  "  only  I  am 
sorry,"  I  added,  "  that  you  have  already  killed  one  of  our  geese, 
for  I  wished  to  let  them  breed,  as  a  resource  for  our  future  wants." 


C4 


A  HILLY  BIRD. 


"  IJu  of  gooil  clicer;  our  rooHt  is  nnt  subtracled  from  our  future 
poullry-yan!,  but  wb8  [irncureil  by  Ernest's  skill:  ho  given  tbe 
aniuial  a  curious  name,  but  assures  me  tliat  it  is  good  eating." 

"  YuH,  fnllicr,"  said  Ernest,  dyllglitU'l  at  tlic  opportunity  of  dia- 
|>lnying  a  little  of  bis  Hciciitific  kuowlcilgc ;  "  I  think  the  bird  is 
what  naluniliKtii  coil  the  Bmhi/,  or,  perhaj)*,  the  Penguin;  it  is, 
ihey  say,  a  stupid  bird ;  and  si>  I  shouht  think,  for  it  allowed  nie 
to  approach  no  near  that  I   was  iiblo  to  knoik  it  down  with  a 


"f^^. 


<jf  its  bfiik  ?     What  tbe  fonfomiatio 


■'  Wliiit  WHS  tbe 
t.f  its  feel  ?  " 

"  Oh,  it  is  a  jMibnipi'd,  for  its  four  fingers,  like  those  of  ducks 
nnci  gei'sf,  were  nniled  together  by  a  membranous  covering.  It 
bud  only  tivn  nidimciitnry  winpi,  without  featbi-i's,  and  whieb, 
bunging  ch>wn  on  citlier  side  of  its  body,  gave  it  so  uncouth  an 
iiK|)c<'t  tbat  it  W(nild  have  moved  you  to  laughter,  papa.  Tbo 
bi'sk  was  long,  narrow,  robust,  and  curved  somewhat  forwanl :  so 
ihnl  from  these  chnrai-ters,  its  bearing,  and  especially  its  stupidity, 
I  tliiiik  it  must  be  eitlu'V  one  or  tlie  other  of  those  silly  birds 
describiil  by  nnturalists." 

"  Yoii  m>o,  my  son,  tlie  usefubiess  of  following  up  a  systematic 
Kliidy  itf  miliiri>,  sini'e  it  enables  us  by  the  assistaneo  of  certain 
gi'ni'riil  rbanieti-rislies  to  recognize  the  genera  and  species  of 
animals.- 


SKATKLi  AT  TAUI 


I  wu  about  to  have 
prolonged  tbis  iater- 
cEting  discoaeion  when 
OUT  manageress  sum- 
nioned  us  to  her  lios- 
piuble  board,  and 
each  one  of  us  aeleL-ted 
some  conTCnient  place 
to  sit  don-n.  The 
(.-ocoa-nuts  were  ojjeii- 
eil,  the  milk  having 
been  given  to  tlie  litile 
monkey,  who  would 
twt  nothing  eihe  Uiat 
was  placed  before  htiu. 
The  children  conceived 
tbe  idea  of  dipping  the 
end  of  a  handkerchief 
in  tbe  milk,and  giving 
it  to  tbe  little  animal 
to  euck.  He  very 
much  approved  of  tliu 
novel  dish,  and  soon 
drank  from  it  of  his 
own  accord.  Mean- 
while, as  OUT  stock  of 
pottery  was  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  diversity  of 


r  viands,  I  sawed  some  oF  the  ii 


es,  and  scooping  out  their  tender  kernel,  each  of  ' 
himself  provided  with  a  very  convenient  dish,  in  which 
wife  served  up  her  savoury  soup.  It  was  with  keen  de. 
Kaw  UB,  with  our  calabash  spoons  in  our  hands,  and  or 


Iglit  she 


liefore  us,  eating  with  a  comfort  and  a  decency  we  had  previously 
been  unable  to  secure. 

Although  tbe  fish  were  somewhat  dry,  ami  the  flesh  of  the 
penguin,  despite  of  its  appetising  fat,  was  very  tasteless,  we  did 
lull  honour  to  the  repast,  enlivening  it  by  a  iiarrative  of  the  in- 
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geuious  manner  in  which  Rudly  and  little  Fritz  had  angled  on  the 
shore  of  the  bay ;  of  the  perseverance  with  which  my  good  and 
gallant-hearted  wife — the  perspiration  standing  upon  her  forehead 
in  beaded  drops — had  contrived  to  open  up  the  treatmres  of  the 
barrel  of  cheese,  which  was  about  to  furnish  us  an  excellent  dessert. 
The  word  "  dessert  "  reminded  Frederick  of  his  champagne  wine, 
and  full  of  joy,  he  presented  his  tin  flask  to  his  mother,  that  she 
might  taste  the  sweet  yet  piquant  liquor  which  it  contained.  As 
I  had  foreseen,  the  cocoa- wine  had  already  been  converted  into 
excellent  vinei^ar,  wliich  we  employeil  to  revive  the  faded  savour 
of  our  fat  ^oose.  This  use  of  it  so  raised  its  value  in  the  opinion 
of  our  cook,  that  she  nnliesitatinirly  declared  she  preferred  it  to  the 
best  *'  dry  champagne." 

Our  banquet  ended,  and  the  sun  being  on  the  point  of  retiring 
to  its  rest,  we  resolved  to  follow  its  example.  Our  poultry  had 
uheady  disapj)enred  under  the  roof  of  the  tent,  the  ducks  and 
geese  among  the  ree<ls  and  sedges  of  the  bay;  everything  an- 
nounced tlie  an'ival  of  the  hour  of  repose. 

After  having  offered  up  our  mutual  prayers,  we  betook  ourselves 
to  our  frail  asylum,  where  we  found  our  housekeeper's  provision 
had  supplied  us  with  a  fresh  stock  of  moss  and  grass  for  our  beds. 
Eaili  retired  to  his  separate  corner ;  the  little  ape,  whose  protection 
was  untlertaken  bv  Frederick  and  Rudlv,  nestled  in  between  his 
two  friends,  wlio  covered  him  with  moss  to  protect  him  from  the 
night  coM.  T  was  the  last  to  enter  the  tent,  which  I  closed  behind 
me,  and,  happy  in  the  companionship  of  those  I  loved,  it  was  not 
long  before  I  fell  into  a  profound  sleep. 

This  sweet  repose  T  had  not  long  enjoyed,  when  the  loud  inces- 
sant barking  of  our  dogs,  wh<mi  I  had  posted  outside  our  tent  as 
K(»ntinels,  suddenly  aroused  me.  Our  poultry  fluttered  about  the 
roof  of  the  tent  in  great  agitation.  Comprehending  at  once  that 
an  entMuy  was  near,  T  arose,  and  my  wife  and  Frederick  followed 
my  example  ;  each  seized  a  gun — which  we  had  taken  the  precau- 
ti<»n  to  plm'(»  within  our  reach — and  then  we  sallied  from  our  habi- 
tation, \\\y  wife  undertaking  to  keep  our  pieces  loaded,  for  though 
she  also  carried  a  musket,  she  doubted  too  much  the  accuracy  of 
her  aim  to  fire. 


THE  £:iEMV  DISPERSED.  G7 

By  tliu  full,  tlcar  inooiiliglit  wo  buliel.l  a  teiTiUu  slruggle.  A 
<1u/^n  jockulfl  liad  attacked  ouv  two  dogs ;  tlie  latter  had  already 
brought  to  the  ground  three  or  four  of  tLeir  untogonistii,  and  livM 
the  rest  of  the  troop  at  bay  by  tlieir  bold  and  rapid  luovements. 
They  were,  however,  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by  numbers 
when  we  appeared  upon  the  scene.  A  couple  of  well-directed  sliobt 
levelled  one  of  the  muraudera,  and  put  the  others  to  flight.  Two 
uf   the  fugitives  were  pinned  by  our  dogs,  slain,  and  devoured; 


true  dogB  that  they  were,  never  heeding  whether  the  prey  was  or 
wail  not  of  their  own  kindred  I*  The  alarm  having  no  other 
reanit,  we  returned  to  our  tent ;  Frederick,  who  had  shot  dead  one 
of  the  jackals,  dragging  it  after  him,  to  protect  it  from  the  doge, 
that  he  might  display  the  trophy  of  his  victory  on  the  morrow  to 
\m  brothers. 

■  Th«  |«l»l.  Ilka  the  dog,  iHJone*  to  tbe  onlei  Ci»i><l>( 


08  **  SUFFICIENT  FOR  THE  DAY. 

Nothing  troubled  oar  repose  anew ;  the  rest  of  the  night  passed 
in  tranquillity ;  and  at  early  dawn,  the  cock  having  awakened  us 
by  his  morning  clarion,  my  wife  and  I,  while  our  family  still  lay 
asleep,  discussed  the  operations  of  the  coming  day. 

'^  My  dear  Elizabeth,"  said  I,  "  I  see  so  many  things  that  re- 
quire to  be  done,  I  <loit't  know  where  to  commence ! " 

In  truth,  a  voyr,';e  to  the  Wrecked  ship  appeared  to  me  an  abso- 
lute necessity,  if  we  did  not  intend  the  cattle  we  had  hitherto  pre- 
served to  perish  of  hunger.  Besides,  I  could  bring  back  a  number  of 
articles  very  useful  to  us  in  our  present  situation.  Yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  had  so  much  to  do  ashore.  Foremost  of  all,  we  required 
to  build  a  stronger  and  more  substantial  abode,  where  we  might 
rest  in  greater  security  than  was  possible  in  a  mere  tent  of  canvas. 

"  With  patience,  order,  and  perseverance  we  shall  accomplish 
every  tiling,"  said  my  wife ;  "  and  however  great  may  be  my 
anxiety  at  your  undertaking  this  voyage  to  the  ship,  I  am  too 
fully  convinced  of  its  importance  and  utility  to  oppose  it.  Make 
it,  then,  the  chief  and  only  business  of  to-day ;  other  duties  we 
can  atttnid  to  hereafter ;  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,  as 
was  Huid  by  our  Lord,  the  divine  friend  of  humanity." 

It  was  tlKTefore  settled  that  my  wife  and  the  younger  children 
hhould  remain  ashore,  while  Frederick,  the  stoutest  and  most 
mirolt  of  my  sons,  accompanied  me  on  my  projected  expedition. 
I  ill  I  mediately  arose,  and  summoned  my  boys. 

**  (><)mo,  boys,  up,  up!  Day  breaks,  and  we  have  plenty  of  work 
t<Mlo!" 

All  tlu!  little  faces,  still  half-asleep,  raised  themselves  out  of 
llioir  inoHsy  biuls.  Frederick  was  the  first  to  respond  to  my  appeal ; 
in  a  nioniont  ho  was  out  of  the  tent,  and  away  in  quest  of  his 
jm-kiil.  The  aninial's  body  was  stiffened  with  the  night  cold,  and 
KrodtMirk  placed  it  on  it«  fore-paws  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent, 
to  hour  tlio  childnnrs  ejaculations  on  perceiving  it;  but  the  dogs 
no  MticMior  cauKht  sight  of  their  enemy  erect,  than  they  rushed 
fu wards  il,  barking  so  furiously  that  Frederick  feared  they  would 
!««iir  it  ill  |iietM»H.  lie  contrived,  however,  to  quiet  them  by  caresses, 
mid  not,  as  on  the  preceding  day,  by  rough  treatment;  he  had  re- 
nionibereil  niy  lesson,  and  1  saw  it  with  much  pleasure. 
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The  clamour  of  the  dogs  brought  the  boys  out  of  the  tent,  with 
the  little  monkey  perched  upon  Rudly's  shoulder.  But  no  sooner 
did  the  poor  beast  descry  the  jackal,  than  he  leaped  to  the  ground, 
ran  back  to  the  tent,  and  hid  himself,  trembling,  among  the  moss, 
80  that  only  the  tip  of  his  nose  was  visible.  Many  were  the  in- 
quiries whence  had  come  the  strange  animal,  which  Ernest  took 
to  be  a  fox,  Rudly  a  wolf,  and  Fritz  a  yellow  dog. 

"  I  tell  you,"  exclaimed  Ernest,  in  a  dictatorial  tone,  "  it  is  a 
striped  fox." 

"  Ho,  ho,  Mr.  Professor  1 "  cried  Frederick,  "  you  don't  know 
what  you  are  talking  about.  How  is  it  that  you,  who  so  quickly 
recognized  the  agouti,  cannot  identify  the  jackal?" 

''But  I  think,  from  its  characteristics,"  continued  Ernest,  ex- 
amining the  animal  closely,  "  I  can  be  certain  I  am  correct  in  what 
I  say." 

"  Ah,  ah,  our  professor  thinks  he  can  be  certain-^— from  its  charac- 
teristics; ah,  ah,  and  why  not  make  it  out  to  be  a  striped  wolf?" 

"  You  are  not  very  kind,  Frederick,"  replied  Ernest,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes ;  "  one  may  be  mistaken ;  and  perhaps  you  would  not 
have  known  the  animal's  name  had  not  papa  told  you." 

"Come,  come,  peace  1"  said  I,  interfering;  "your  readiness, 
Ernest,  always  to  take  offence  at  your  brother's  jests  is  a  sign,  I 
fear,  of  some  little  vanity  and  want  of  spirit :  while  you,  Frederick, 
always  push  your  joking  too  far ;  your  good  heart  should  guard 
you  against  this,  and  would  do  so,  if  you  would  but  listen  to  its 
promptings.  As  it  happens,  you  are  both  right,  for  the  jackal 
shares  the  nature  of  the  wolf,  the  fox,  and  the  dog ;  one  may, 
therefore,  take  it  for  either  of  these  animals  without  committing 
any  very  serious  error." 

My  decision  put  an  end  to  the  discussion ;  the  two  brothers 
were  reconciled,  and  after  we  had  offered  up  together  our  morning 
prayer,  each  of  us  went  about  his  own  business.  In  a  very  short 
time,  however,  the  boys  began  to  ask  for  breakfast.  We  had  no 
other  provisions,  as  the  reader  knows,  than  a  barrel  of  biscuits, 
and  with  these  the  children  were  fain  to  be  content,  although  they 
were  very  dry,  and  hard  as  rock.  Some  attempted  to  eat  them 
with  a  little  cheese ;  others  moistened  them  in  water ;  as  for  Ernest, 
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who  never  did  anything  like  other  people,  he  went  prowling  around 
one  of  the  barrels  we  had  fished  ashore,  and  which  had  not  yet 
been  opened.  Suddenly  he  came  running  towards  me,  and,  with 
a  joyous  air,  exclaimed, — 

"  Oh,  papa,  if  we  could  but  butter  our  dry  biscuit,  it  would 
glide  down  much  more  easily." 

"  True ;  but  what  one  has  not,  one  must  do  without." 

"  But,  papa,  why  not  open  this  cask  ?" 

"  What  do  you  say  ?     What  cask  ?" 

*'  This  great  cask  over  here ;  it  is  full,  I  am  sure,  for  some  kind  of 
fat,  which  seems  to  ine  like  butter,  has  oozed  out  through  a  chink." 

"  Blessings  on  your  gourraandizing  instinct  1"  I  exclaimed  ;  "  if 
you  have  guessed  aright,  you  shall  have  the  first  piece  for  your 
reward." 

We  all  ran  to  the  cask,  and  I  soon  ascertained  that  my  little  son 
had  found  a  precious  booty.  Frederick,  always  prone  to  expe- 
ditious measures,  would  fain  have  removed  two  or  three  of  the  iron 
hoops,  and  raised  the  lid ;  but  my  wife,  observing  that  in  that  case 
we  should  soon  lose  our  entire  supply,  which  the  increasing  heat 
of  the  sun  N^ould  quickly  melt  away,  I  ma<le  a  hole  in  the  cask 
with  a  large  auger,  so  that  by  introducing  a  small  scoop  we  could 
take  out  as  much  butter  as  was  needed.  We  soon  had  a  cocoa- 
nut-cup  full  of  good  Ostend  butter,  deliciously  salted,  and  every- 
body was  in  turn  provided  with  a  slice.  It  was  true  that  this  did 
not  render  the  biscuit  softer,  but  by  toasting  it  before  the  fire, 
and  spreading  the  butter  over  it,  it  became  more  eatable,  and  even 
tasted  very  savoury. 

All  this  time  our  dogs  had  remained  seated  quietly  near  us ; 
their  nocturnal  meal  seemed  to  serve  them  instead  of  breakfast. 
But  I  soon  discovered  that  their  tranquillity  arose  from  quite  a 
different  cause.  They  had  not  come  victorious  out  of  their  im- 
equal  combat  without  severe  wounds,  especially  about  the  neck. 
It  occurred  to  my  wife,  as  a  means  of  relief,  to  soak  some  butter 
•in  fresh  water  until  freed  from  salt,  and  then  to  anoint  the  poor 
blectb'ng  creatures  with  the  soothing  mixture.  The  remedy  was 
simple,  but  proved  very  successful :  our  dogs  began  to  lick  each 
other  in  those  places  which  they  could  not  reach  with  their  own 
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tongues,  and  after  a  few  days'  treatment,  their  wl>uu<1k  were  en- 
tirely eicatrized. 

Kmest  on  tbiii  oceasion  niadc  the  very  tteui^iblf:  remark  that  it 
would  be  well  if  we  armed  our  dogd  with  spiked  collars  to  defend 
them  against  wild  beasts. 

"  I  will  make  one  for  each  of  theui,"  said  RuiUy,  who  was  never 
at  a  low,  and  never  thought  anything  impossible. 

"  We  shall  see,"  smilingly  replied  his  mother,  who  knew  the 
little  boaster's  failiugs  ;  "  provided  yuu  know  how  tu  execute  what 
you  invent,  for,  otherwise,  all  the  genius  in  the  world  is  u»clesa." 

I  then  infonned  my  children  of  the  expedition  projected  for  my- 
self and  Frederick,  and  for  wliich  the  latter  was  already  prepared, 
nince  it  was  advisable  to  set  out  without  delay.  I  lecomniended 
the  youngest  not  to  quit  their  mother  during  our  absence,  and 
besought  our  heavenly  Father  to  bless  our  enterprise.  I  also 
arranged  a  set  of  signals  with  my  wile,  that  we  might  interchange 
com  muni  cat  ions . 

A  strip  of  canvas  floating  from  the  sununit  of  a  long  spar  planted 
on  the  sandy  beach  was  to  assure  us  that  all  went  well  "  at  home; " 
if  the  spar  were  lowered,  and  three  shots  filed,  ive  were  to  return 
immediately.  My  wife,  cheered  by  these  precautions,  saw  us  depart 
with  much  less  anxiety,  and  even  promised  nie  she  would  not  feel 
alarmed  if  our  work  on  board  tlio  wreck  detained  us  until  the  next 


We  took  with  us  only  our  iiiusketij,  uud  a  supply  of  powder  nud 
(hot,  because  we  should  find  provisions  on  board  the  ship;  Frederick 
WAS  also  accompanied  by  his  monkey,  whom  he  wanted  to  indulge 
in  a  supply  of  goat's  milk.  The  moment  of  departure  having 
arrived,  we  silently  embraced  each  other,  and  with  hearts  deeply 
moved,  pushed  olf'  from  the  shore. 
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When  we  had  nearly  reached  the  middle  of  the  bay,  a  strong 
current,  fed  by  the  waters  of  the  brook  which  poured  its  tribute 
into  the  sea,  seemed  to  me  likely  to  carry  us  towards  the  ship,  and 
so  enable  us  to  husband  our  energies.  Slight  as  was  my  knowledge 
of  nautical  matters,  I  contrived  to  steer  our  skiff  into  this  current, 
which  bore  us,  almost  without  fatigue,  over  three-fourths  of  our 
course ;  we  accomplished  the  rest  by  hard  rowing,  and  in  due  time 
gained  the  broadside  of  the  wreck.  Here  we  moored  our  boat 
securely,  and  then  made  our  way  into  the  interior  through  the 
great  gap  I  have  already  spoken  of. 

Frederick's  first  care  was  to  carry  some  food  to  the  melancholy 
animals  assembled  on  the  after-deck.  The  poor  abandoned  crea- 
tures seemed  to  salute  us  with  their  different  cries,  their  lowings 
and  bleatings  and  bellowings ;  it  was  not  so  much  the  want  of  fod- 
der as  the  desire  of  seeing  man  which  led  to  these  manifestations  of 
pleasure,  for  we  found  their  troughs  still  partly  filled.  Frederick 
placed  the  young  monkey  near  one  of  the  goats,  and  he  sucked  the 
unaccustomed  milk  with  a  variety  of  grimaces  which  exceedingly 
diverted  us.  After  having  ministered  to  all  the  wants  of  our  cattle, 
we  took  a  little  refreshment,  that  we  might  afterwards  address  our- 
selves to  our  labours  with  the  gieater  energy  and  courage. 

"  Where  shall  we  begin  ?  "  said  Frederick,  when  our  light  repast 
was  concluded :  "  for  my  part,  I  think  we  ought  to  hoist  a  mast 
and  sail  in  our  boat." 

"  What  a  singular  fancy !  I  do  not  see  that  we  should  gain  any- 
thing by  the  trouble." 

"  Ah,  well,  as  we  came  hither  I  felt  a  tolerably  fresh  wind  blow- 
ing in  my  face  ;  we  advanced,  because  the  current  swept  us  onward, 
but  such  will  not  be  the  case  when  we  return  :  the  boat,  too,  will  be 
heavily  loaded ;  and  it  seems  to  me  we  shall  do  well  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  breeze  to  assist  us  in  our  homeward  voyage." 

On  reflection,  Fredciick's  suggestion  seemed  to  me  well  worthy 
of  adoption,  and  I  immediately  set  to  work  to  carry  it  out.  In  the 
carpenter's  store-room  I  found  a  good  stout  spar,  well  fitted  for  a 
mast,  a  triangular  sail  all  ready  fastened  to  its  yard,  and  a 
tackle-block  ;  that  is,  a  combination  of  pulleys  which  is  attached 
to  the  mast-head,  for  lowering  or  raising  the  sail  by  help  of  small 
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cables.  Furnished  with  all  these  necessaries,  we  soon  rigged  up  a 
mast  in  the  middle  of  our  boat,  stepping  it  in  a  kind  of  perforated 
plank  which  Frederick  had  previously  nailed  over  one  of  the  tubs, 
and  which  occupied  the  entire  breadth  of  the  boat;  this  plank 
formed  a  small  deck  for  our  strange  craft.  Finally,  a  couple  of 
ropes,  attached  at  one  end  to  the  yard,  and  at  the  other  to  the 
prow  and  stem  respectively,  enabled  us  to  manoeuvre  our  sail  at 
pleasure,  and  to  steer  in  any  direction. 

My  son  then  begged  me  to  decorate  the  mast-head  with  a  small 
red  streamer,  that  our  vessel,  he  said,  might  wear  a  gayer  api)ear- 
ance.  This  childish  vanity,  which  often  breaks  out  in  the  midst 
of  the  profoundest  misery,  made  me  smile  sadly,  for  it  revealed  to 
me  one  of  the  characteristic  traits  of  our  humanity.  However,  I 
yielded  to  my  son's  desire,  and  eventually  was  as  much  amused  as 
he  was  at  seeing  the  little  pennant  waving  gracefully  in  the 
breeze. 

In  these  occupations  the  greater  part  of  the  day  had  glided  by, 
and  keen  as  was  my  desire  to  return  home  before  night,  I  saw  that 
it  would  be  impossible,  and  that  we  must  be  contented  to  spend 
another  day  on  board.  Frederick  had  frequently  swept  the  shore 
with  his  glass  :  everything  appeared  in  order  ;  we  therefore  made 
the  preconcerted  signals  to  indicate  to  our  family  the  determination 
at  which  I  had  arrived ;  from  the  answer  we  received  wo  found 
that  our  signs  were  understood,  and  that  all  was  tranquil. 

Reassured  on  this  point,  we  employed  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  unloading  our  boat  of  the  stones  which  we  had  put  on  board  for 
ballast,  and  in  substituting  all  kinds  of  useful  articles.  Powder  and 
shot,  which  would  assist  ^is  in  self-defence  and  in  procuring  sup- 
plies, were  the  first  objects  of  our  attention  ;  we  then  collected  with 
care  the  nails,  hammers,  and  tools  of  every  sort,  with  which  the 
vessel  wais  abundantly  furnished,  her  freight  having  been  intended 
for  the  establishment  of  a  colony  in  the  American  backwoods ;  but 
it  was  necessary  to  exercise  a  rigorous  selection  in  the  midst  of  such 
an  accumulation  of  treasures,  inasmuch  as  our  boat  would  not  hold 
one-half  of  what  we  wished  to  carry  away.  This  time,  however, 
I  did  not  forget  the  knives,  forks,  spoons,  and  other  domestic  uten- 
sils, of  which  wo  had  already  felt  the  privation.     In  the  captain's 
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cabin  I  found  a  few  silver  covers  and  other  pieces  of  plate,  several 
pewter  plates  and  dishes,  and  a  small  case  filled  with  flasks  of  good 
wines :  all  this  we  embarked.  We  took  also  some  gridirons,  crocks, 
saucepans,  and  pots.  Among  the  provisions  intended  for  the 
officers'  mess  I  selected  a  supply  of  preserved  meats,  Westphalia 
hams,  and  sausages ;  not  forgetting  various  packets  of  dried  vege- 
tables and  seeds. 

Frederick  remarking  that  our  beds  of  moss  were  somewhat  hard, 
and  required  to  be  renewed  daily,  I  included  among  our  cargo  a 
certain  number  of  hammocks,  and  numerous  woollen  coverlets, 
which  would  sei*ve  us,  I  foresaw,  for  more  than  one  purpose.  My 
son,  who  seemed  of  opinion  we  could  never  have  too  large  a  stock 
of  fire-arms,  brought  me  two  or  three  muskets,  and  a  whole  armful 
of  sabres,  swords,  and  hunting-knives,  sufficient  for  our  defence 
against  a  host  of  savages !  Finally,  I  filled  the  last  tub  or 
compartment  of  my  boat  with  a  small  cask  of  sulphur,  all  the 
cordage  and  pack-thread  I  could  find,  and  a  great  roll  of  sail-cloth. 
With  the  sulphur  I  intended  to  make  some  matches  for  my  wife. 

Our  little  craft  was  thus  loaded  to  the  gunwale,  and  I  should 
probably  have  been  forced  to  lighten  her,  had  not  the  weather  been 
so  calm  and  the  sea  so  serene. 

Night  had  now  gathered  over  the  waters  :  a  great  fire,  kindled 
by  our  beloved  ones  on  the  shore,  flamed  a  welcome  assurance  of 
their  welfare  ;  we  replied  by  lighting  four  large  ship's  lanterns  to 
indicate  our  own  safety.  Two  musket-shots  informed  us  that  our 
signal  was  perceived. 

After  a  very  tender  and  very  fervent  prayer  for  our  dear  absent 
relatives,  and  not  without  some  anxiety  on  their  account,  we  went 
on  board  our  boat  to  find  shelter  in  its  compartments,  under  our 
sail ;  for  such  was  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  wreck,  it  would 
have  been  the  height  of  imprudence  to  have  passed  the  night  upon 
it.  A  rough  sea  might  drive  her  among  the  rocks,  and  break  her 
up  in  a  few  moments,  while  in  our  little  skiff,  which  we  could 
easily  cut  clear,  we  might  hope,  with  the  help  of  our  canvas,  to 
make  the  shore  in  safety. 

Day  dawned,  but  the  coast  was  as  yet  scarcely  visible,  when, 
awakened  by  my  anxiety,  T  sought  the  deck  of  the  wrecked  vessel, 
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where  the  telescope  was  mounted.  I  directed  its  tube  towards  the 
tent  which  enclosed  my  beloved  family,  to  discover,  if  I  could, 
whether  any  evil  had  befallen  them  through  the  night.  Frederick 
brought  me  a  fortifying  breakfast,  consisting  of  ham,  biscuit,  and  a 
little  wine.  We  seated  ourselves  so  as  to  command  a  view  of  the 
diore.  In  a  few  minutes  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  tent 
open,  and  my  wife  come  forth,  and  look  attentively  towards  the 
sea. 

We  immediately  hoisted  a  white  flag,  which  we  had  previously 
got  ready  for  the  purpose ;  in  reply,  the  signal  on  the  shore  was 
thrice  raised  and  dipped.  An  immense  weight  seemed  immediately 
lifted  from  my  heart ;  for  I  then  knew  that  the  night  had  passed 
without  any  accident  visiting  those  whom  I  held  so  dear. 

"  Come,  Frederick,"  said  I,  with  an  air  of  merriment,  "  now 
that  I  am  reassured  respecting  your  mother  and  brothers,  I  am  no 
longer  in  such  a  hurry  to  start ;  and  I  think  we  must  endeavour  to 
devise  some  means  of  saving  these  poor  animals,  which,  if  left  on 
board,  will  almost  assuredly  perish  before  wo  can  accomplish 
another  voyage." 

"  If  we  constructed  a  raft,  we  might  bind  them  down  upon  it 
with  ropes." 

"  True,  my  son ;  but  just  think  of  the  difficulties  of  the  task. 
We  have  already  failed  once  in  the  attempt :  besides,  even  if 
it  were  possible  to  make  a  raft,  how  make  one  to  hold  a  cow,  an 
ass,  a  sow,  and  three  goats  ?  No  ;  let  us  contrive  some  other 
means." 

"  Ah,  well,  let  us  pitch  the  old  sow  into  the  sea;  her  big  stomach 
and  her  fat  will  float  her  in  the  water,  ^nd  we  can  tow  her  with  a 
rope." 

"  A  very  good  plan,  so  far  as  our  pig  is  concerned,  but  it  would 
not  answer  for  our  other  cattle  ;  and  I  own  I  shall  much  regret  the 
loss  of  the  ass,  and  especially  of  the  cow." 

"  But  why  not  do  for  them  what,  at  the  outset,  we  did  for  our- 
selves ?  Let  us  fasten  some  floating  apparatus  to  their  sides ;  wo 
have  here  a  quantity  of  pieces  of  cloth  which  will  answer  admir- 
ably." 

I  thought  the  expedient  a  capital  one,  and  proceeded  to  put  it 
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into  execution.  We  made  our  first  essay  with  a  fine  large  sheep : 
nnder  the  belly  we  passeil  a  good-sized  piece  of  linen,  which  we 
fastened  securely  round  the  aniraars  body  ;  then  we  flung  it  over- 
board. At  first,  the  creature  in  its  terror  went  to  the  bottom,  and 
we  thought  it  lost ;  but  it  soon  rose  to  the  surface,  struck  out 
vigorously,  and  swam  with  an  ease  which  it  was  pleasant  to  observe. 
After  a  few  moments,  growing  fatigued,  it  rested  ;  but  the  linen 
stuff  supporting  it,  floated  onwards  tranquilly  with  the  movement 
of  the  waves. 

The  success  of  this  experiment  hugely  delighted  me  ;  not  only 
was  I  certain  of  l>eing  able  to  carry  away  the  sheep  and  goats,  but 
T  had  likewise  found  out  a  method  of  securing  the  other  cattle. 
We  spent  about  two  hours  in  providing  each  animal  with  its  swim- 
ming apparatus  :  those  of  the  ass  and  cow  were  made  of  a  different 
shape,  and  of  very  differ-ent  sizes ;  for  them  a  plain  piece  of  linen 
would  not  have  sufficed. 

We  therefore  selected  for  each  of  them  two  empty  and  well- 
corked  barrels,  which  we  bound  together  by  means  of  a  belt  of 
stout  sail-cloth,  but  so  as  to  leave  a  space  between  them.  This 
apparatus  we  suspended  with  a  kind  of  yoke  on  the  back  of  our 
two  boasts,  taking  the  precaution  of  winding  it  firmly  about  the 
belly  and  breast,  that  it  might  not  get  loose.  Our  next  step  was 
to  prepare  the  ship's  gunwale  in  such  a  manner  that  we  might 
launch  our  herd  into  the  waves  with  facility ;  fortunately,  the  bil- 
lows, which  for  several  days  had  beaten  restlessly  against  the  broken 
side,  had  opened  up  for  us  the  way.  As  soon  as  our  labours  were 
ended,  we  brought  the  ass  on  deck,  placed  him  a  little  on  one  side, 
and  with  a  sudden  thrust  sent  him  overboard  :  at  first  he  sank  ; 
but  his  two  casks  soon  brought  him  to  the  surface, — he  raised  his 
head  proudly,  and  began  to  swim  as  vigorously  as  the  sheep  had 
done.  In  due  succession,  the  cow,  the  sheep,  and  the  goats  were 
treated  in  the  same  fashion,  and  acquitted  themselves  of  their  share 
of  the  work  with  equal  success.  The  sow,  however,  gave  us  more 
trouble  than  all  the  others,  she  was  so  obstinate,  and  so  difficult 
to  guide ;  but  once  afloat,  she  behaved  with  so  much  spirit  that 
she  distanced  all  her  companions,  and  reached  the  shore  far  in 
advance  of  them. 
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Having  completed  thin  ilolioitte  and  important  ojieratiun,  we 
descended  into  our  Iwat,  ami  puslied  off  from  the  sliip;  I  liud 
tAkeo  the  precaution  oE  fastening  to  the  Itcad  of  each  beast  a 
tolenbly  long  cord,  terminated  by  what  we  call  a  float ;  that  is, 
ft  pieu«  of  wood  or  linen,  which  keeps  the  end  of  the  cord  from 
unking.  Thus  it  was  easy  to  draw  around  us  nil  our  floating  troop ; 
we  secured  the  cords  to  the  sides  and  stem  of  our  bark,  and  as 
we  had  hoisted  our  sail,  the  breeze  which  Frederick  had  noticed 
on  the  preceding  day  swelled  it  famously,  and  gently  bore  us  to- 
wards the  shore. 

Proud  of,  atid  happy  in,  the  rcnult  of  our  arihiuus  tiisk,  wit 
gaily  floated  on  tlio  rippling  waves,  surrounded  by  the  swimming 
cattle,  whose  good  behaviour  and  orderly  motions  surpassed  our 
moet  sanguine  cxpcetations.  Seated  at  the  foot  of  our  mast,  we 
made  a  hasty  meal.  Frederick  sported  with  his  monkey-pet, 
while  I,  always  occupied  with  family  cares,  kept  my  telescope 
directed  towards  the  shore,  for  I  had  ceoneil  fur  some  time  to  cutch 
sight  of  any  of  (he  absent  ones. 


Suddenly  I  was  roused  from  my  reverie  by  Frederick's  shriek  of 
alarm, — "Father!  a  monstrous  fish  is  bearing  down  upon  us!  " 
The  courageous  boy  had  turned  pale  while  uttering  tliese  words, 
but  had  not  forgotten  to  seize  his  gun.  "  Keep  your  guard,"  cried 
I,  rising,  "  and  don't  lose  a  shot."  At  the  some  time  I  aimed 
ray  musket,  loaded  with  shot,  at  the  point  which  Frederick  indi- 
cated, and  we  held  ourselves  ready  to  receive  the  enemy.  It  proved 
to  be  an  enormous  sliark,  and,  swiftly  turning  aside  from  its  onward 
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GonrRe,  Jartcil  towftnU  tlie  slicep  which  was  then  Hwinuning  i: 
ndvaiice,  but  was  theckeii  by  Frederick'ti  well-directed  fire; 
receiving  the  entire  charge  in  ilii  head,  it  beat  a  retreat.   _£.^"J^ 
and  swam  towanln  the  open.     At  intervals  its  white 
shining  helly  reappeared  on  tlie  surface  of  the  \t 
and  a  loDg  tinck  of  blood  proved  that  he  had  been 
aeriously,  if  not  mortolly,  wounded. 

"I  think  our  friend  has  hod  enough,"  said 
Freilerick,  liiseyes  spnikling  and  his  cheek  flush- 
iiig  with  the  prido  of  hi«  bold  nchievement. 

"And  we  are    nil      .   the    m-ire     indvbl-.i       ^ 
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We  reloaileU  our  muskets,  to  be  ready  for  oiiy  oveut;  but, 
whether  the  current  carried  the  shark  *  out  to  sea,  or  whether  it 
had  plunged  into  the  depths,  we  saw  it  uo  more.  I  took  my 
place  at  the  rudder,  and,  inipellftl  Iiy  tlic  auspicious  UreeKC.  cm- 


boat  made  a  rapid  progress.  I  took  care  so  to  ilircct  our  course 
aa  to  give  the  cattle  an  easy  access  to  the  shore,  and  after  throwing; 
off  the  ropes  which  hel<l  them  to  our  craft,  I  allowed  them  full 
liberty  to  reach  the  land  in  their  own  way. 

The  evening  was  drawing  near,  yet  none  of  our  family  were 
risible.  I  had  begun  to  feel  uneasy  at  their  alwencc,  when  a  suc- 
cession of  joyous  shouts,  and  the  siglit  of  my  children  liaetening 
to  meet  us,  followed  by  their  mother,  dissipated  my  fears, 

*  na  ihmik  beloDftlo  i  (rrntdnr  CArtlLvlnnns  Bthce,  wTiicli  ftrernnnd  In  ilmoBt  artry 
•M.  Tbtr  m  ehuulcrE»<l  bj'  their  elongitol  (nna,  which  tapen  gndiullT  towarili 
Um  tan ;  tir  tka  ptajgctlon  of  Iho  mnute  orar  tho  mouth  ;  bj  their  toimldifalii  ippintus 
of  taith,  ukd  almoat  Incredible  TaruKIr-  In  the  Whlt«  Shark,  which  frsqiuDtlr  ittilni 
Uu  InwOl  of  tUrtr-Bn  leet.  there  ue  >li  ran  or  tenth  In  the  upper,  url  four  in  llie 
Imnr  )■« ;  Uw  Math  tia  trUngnlu-.  lometlmei  tvo  Inchoi  hnmri,  lemted.  Bnd  iharp 
•d(*d-  Thsnrietlae  ot  the  Sgualida:  uv  ni 
namai.  Indlati**  of  Knne  pecnlUrltT  of  wpe 
a—  Doc-lUi,  the  Tope,  the  Par  bsaglg,  ud  ' 
brioop  th«  OtMDlEnd  Shuk,  which  frnquenta 
BtH  ud  While  Bhirki,  the  Ullcr  ot  which  I 
Is  tfa*  HammiAt,  the  Ilukin;  Sh^rk,  which  itl 
B  eoBpuUlvalf  faBnnleu  chirKter. 


d  dlBtlnjEQiiheil  b; 
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After  the  firMt  transports  of  affection  were  somewhat  n]oderate«i, 
and  wc  had  replied  to  a  volley  of  questions,  we  released  our  poor 
miinials  from  the  apparatus  with  which  they  had  so  long  been 
encumbered.     The  invention  astonished  my  wife. 

*^  I  might  long  have  puzzled  my  head,"  said  she,  "  to  devise  a 
means  of  getting  the  cattle  ashore,  and  yet  I  should  never  have 
tliought  of  anything  so  simple  and  ingenious." 

"  Honour  to  whom  honour  is  due,"  I  replied ;  "  I  must  acknow- 
ledge that  tlic  original  conception  was  Frederick's." 

My  wife  embraced  her  son  in  silence ;  but  one  could  see  how 
lit*r  mother's  lieart  rejoiced  in  the  success  of  her  first-born. 

Ernest  and  tlie  others  hastened  to  the  boat,  where  they  very 
lomlly  and  eagerly  admired  the  mast,  the  sail,  and,  above  all,  the 
flag  !  We  afterwards  proceeded  to  disembark  our  various  treasures. 
Jle^ilar  work  never  agreed  very  well  with  Rudly,  and  speedily 
(juitting  us,  he  undertook  the  task  of  completing  the  release  of 
our  cattle  from  their  embarrassing  burdens.  He  laughed  heartily 
at  the  spectaclo  of  our  donkey,  still  looking  doleful  in  his  un- 
accustomed harness.  Our  little  fellow's  hands,  however,  were  not 
strong  enough  to  disengage  him  from  the  cordage;  but,  as  he 
could  not  remain  quiet,  he  leaped  on  the  donkey's  back,  and  by 
dint  of  his  voice,  his  hands,  and  even  his  nails,  contrived  to 
Ktinmlate  the  poor  animal  into  a  rapid  trot,  and  direct  him 
towards  us. 

I  could  not  help  laughing  aloud  at  seeing  the  ass  parade  himself 
with  his  swinnning-equipage ;  but  as  I  did  not  approve  of  this 
somewhat  irregular  exercise,  I  hastened  to  remove  the  young 
gentleman  from  his  steed.  I  was  much  surprised  to  see  my  Rudly 
bolted  round  with  a  girdle  made  of  yellow  hairy  skin,  in  which 
was  thrust  a  couple  of  pistols. 

**  Why,  how  now,  Rudly?  where  did  you  obtain  this  brigand- 
like dtH.H)ration?" 

"  It  is  my  own  manufacture,"  said  he,  wnth  an  air  of  self- 
siitisfaotion ;  "  but  that  is  not  all.     Look  at  our  dogs  !  " 

Then  I  pen^eivod  that  each  of  our  dogs  was  adorned  with  a 
wMav  of  the  siime  kind  of  skin,  which  collar,  bristling  with  lai-ge 
nails,  had  a  most  formidable,  defensive  appearance. 
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"  That  is  well  done,  iny  boy,  if  you  both  ilesigned  and  exe- 
cuted it." 

"I  did- it  all  myself;  only  mamma  helped  me  a  little  in  tlio 
cutting." 

"But  whence  did  you  get  the  skin?  "Wliere  did  you  find 
needles  and  thread  1 " 

"Frederick's  jackal  supplied  us  with  stuff,"  said  my  wife;  "as 
for  needles  and  thread,  surely  you  know  that  a  good  housekeeper  is 
never  without  them !  You  men,  you  think  only  of  great  things ; 
we  women  think  of  the  little,  which  wo  often  find  of  assistance  in 
a  thousand  embarrassing  circumstances.  Now,  do  you  understand 
the  reason  why  I  crowded  so  many  different  articles  into  what  you 
called  the  Enchanted  Bag,  which,  I  hope,  you  will  find  useful  on 
more  than  one  occasion." 

It  was  with  considerable  dissatisfaction  that  Frederick  perceived 
the  use  wliich  Rudly  had  so  freely  made  of  his  jackal's  splendid 
bide.  He  did  his  best  to  conceal  his  ill-humour,  but  it  lent  sharp- 
ness to  the  tone  in  which  he  complained  of  the  nauseous  odour 
emitted  by  his  brother's  girdle.  He  held  his  nose,  while  he  said 
to  Rudly,— 

"  Be  off  with  you,  young  flayer  I     You  will  poison  me  I  " 

"  Whom  do  you  call  *  a  flayer '  ?  It  is  your  jackal  which  you 
smell ;  you  left  it  in  the  san." 

"  And,  in  fact,  Frederick,"  said  I,  interposing,  le«t  the  discussion 
should  grow  too  warm,  "  you  ought  to  have  thought  of  that  before 
we  left  yesterday ;  we  must  throw  the  carcass  in  the  sea,  or  it  will 
prove  a  very  disagreeable  neighbour." 

"  We  may  devolve  that  task,  I  think,  upon  him  who  has  so  cleverly 
skinned  it,"  he  replied,  and  still  with  a  dissatisfied  air. 

"  Truly  your  answer  is  a  very  sensible  one,  and  well  worthy  of 
my  eldest  son !  "  I  said  to  him  in  a  low  voice,  for  I  wished  him  to 
have  the  credit  of  recovering  his  temper.     He  understood  me. 

"  Come,  come  I  "  he  exclaimed,  smiling  good-huniouredly ;  "  it 
is  certainly  Rudly  who  is  poisoning  us  at  this  moment ;  but  if  he 
will  remove  his  brigand's  belt  while  in  our  company,  I  will  help 
him  to  drag  down  to  the  sea  my  poor  jackal's  carcass." 

This  decision  tenninated  the  war  of  words.     I  clasped  my  son's 
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handfi  warnily,  that  lie  might  see  how  pleased  I  was  with  the  self- 
control  he  had  exhibited. 

Meanwhile,  we  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  our  tent,  and  as  I 
saw  no  preparations  for  supper,  I  told  Frederick  to  bring  us  a 
Westphalian  ham,  which  was  still  soaking  in  its  pickle.  Every- 
body laughed  at  the  order ;  but  their  laughter  was  changed  into 
exclamations  of  delight  when  Frederick  returned  with  a  fine  ham 
hoisted  on  his  shoulder. 

'*  Oh,  this  is  capital!  "  said  my  wife;  "the  sight  of  the  ham 
makes  one's  mouth  water ;  but  before  it  can  be  cooked,  it  ought 
to  remain  in  the  open  air  until  to-morrow.  I  have  here  some 
ilozens  of  eggs  which  we  collected  in  our  excursion  this  morning ; 
and  if,  as  Ernest  assures  me,  they  are  turtles'  eggs,  I  can  dish 
up  an  excellent  omelette ;  for,  thank  God,  there  is  no  want  of 
butter." 

**  What !  turtles'  eggs  !  "  I  cried. 

'*  Yes,  papa ;  at  least,  they  have  all  the  appearance :  they  are 
white  balls,  with  a  shell  like  moistened  parchment;  we  found 
them  in  the  sand  on  the  sea-shore." 

"  They  are  a  treasure!     And  how  did  you  make  the  discovery?" 

"  Oh,"  replied  my  wife,  "  that  is  a  part  of  our  chronicle  of 
adventure,  which  I  will  relate  to  you  by-and-by." 

"  Well,  then,  go  now  and  prepare  your  omelette ;  you  shall  tell 
us  your  tale  during  the  dessert.  As  for  the  ham,  I  can  promise 
you,  from  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  smoke<l,  that  the  flesh  is 
so  tender  we  might  eat  it  raw  if  we  minced  it  into  small  pieces ; 
still  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  it  will  taste  infinitely  better  when 
properly  cooked.  And  now,  my  boys,  while  your  mother  is 
getting  ready  our  supper,  let  us  bring  hither  the  remainder  of 
nur  carg<i." 

Everybody  accompanied  me  to  the  shore,  and,  with  the  help  of 
their  little  but  willing  arms,  the  task  was  soon  completed.  We 
C(»lliVtod  into  one  troop  our  domestic  animals,  some  of  whom  still 
carried  their  floating-apparatus;  having  relieved  them  of  their 
bouils.  wo  returnt^l  to  our  tent,  whither  our  manageress  snni- 
jiioihmI  \is  to  partake  of  the  finest  omelette  that  was  ever  seen. 
• 'm-   li'li  \v;is  >;<m*vimI  Upon  the  lid  of  the  butter-cask;  the  table 
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was  plentifully  eupplieJ  with  plates,  gla^ex,  spounH,  knives,  ami 
forks.  Besides  tlie  turtles'  eggs  omelette,  oiir  cook  treated  us  to 
some  slices  of  bam ;  this  extra  dish,  with  fresh  biscuit,  salt  butter, 
Mid  Dutch  cheese,  composed  a  delicious  repast,  which  a  small  glass 
of  Canary  wine,  from  the  captain's  cellaret,  rendered  still  more 
complete. 

All  this  time  our  dogs,  hens,  pigeons,  sheep,  goats,  and,  in  fact, 
•U  oar  "  live  stock,"  collected  around  us,  seemed  to  watch  our 
proceedings  with  peculiar  cnriosity.  The  ducks  and  geese  alone 
stood  aloof  from  our  society;  they  found  themselves  more  com- 
fortable in  their  own  native  element,  where  they  feasted  upon 
innumerable  worms  and  small  crabs,  to  which  they  appeared 
excessively  partial. 

When  supper  was  over,  and  I  had  described  the  doings  of 
Preilerick  and  myself,  I  reminded  my  wife  of  her  promise,  and 
she  proceeded  to  fulfil  it  by  relating,  as  fullows,  the  events  which 
had  transpired  during  our  nbbcnee. 


CHAPTER   II. 


/1"S  kind  of  you  (said  my  good  wife, 
Hniiling)  to  show  so  much  anxiety  to 
hear  my  story,  and  yet  half  au  honr 
has  passed  since  I  ivas  ready  to  begin 
it,  and  you  have  given  mo  no  oppor- 
tunity. Dut  it  matters  not.  The 
I  mgcr  the  water  is  gathering,  says  the 
[  I  )ver1i,  llie  longer  it  is  flowing. 
T  will  spare  you,  however,  the  re- 
ritiil  iif  oiir  hint  day  h  liibourfl ,  it  passed  very  sadly  and  slowly,  on 
account  of  the  anxious  thoughts  your  absence  caused  me,  and  very 
luonotonouslv  because  I  dared  not  move  far  from  the  spot  wlienc« 
I  coul  1  catch  sight  of  jour  signals,  llesides,  tlie  day  waa  only 
noticeable  for  the  Bccoiiiplisluncnt  of  Rudly's  Hciienie  of  making 
defensive  collars  tor  our  dogs  I  was  seated  close  to  the  tent,  the 
(inly  place  where  I  could  find  a  little  shade,  when  I  descried  Rudly, 
ut  a  short  distance  from  nie,  busily  engt^ed  on  the  Jackal  which 
Frederick  had  killed  Uy  the  help  of  his  knife,  which  he  sharpened 
at  intcnala  on  tht.  ri>ck,  he  cut  up  the  ekin  into  long  slrii>s,  clean- 
ing them  tn  the  li^st  manner  po«.stble. 

Meannhile  Ernest  nith  folded  arms,  stood  contemplating  the 
work;  but  from  the  mocktnq  air  with  whieli  lie  regarded  his 
biHitlier,  while  i>ronouncing  tlit  trade  of  tanner,  which  Enicat  had 
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choAcn,  a  peculiarly  disgUKtful  one,  I  foresaw  thiit  they  were  on 
the  brink  of  a  quarrel.  I  hastened  immediately  to  prevent  it. 
Ernest  I  blamed  for  a  fastidiousness  which  in  our  position  was 
simply  ridiculous,  while  I  praised  Rudly  for  having  undertaken 
a  not  very  attractive  task  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  general 
utility. 

My  approbation  fired  the  zeal  and  imagination  of  our  young 
tanner.  Having  finished  cutting  and  cleaning  his  strips  of  hide, 
he  went  in  search  of  a  sufficient  number  of  large-headed  nails ; 
he  stretched  out  the  skin,  and  covereil  it  with  a  triple  lining  of 
sail-cloth  of  exactly  the  same  size,  that  the  heads  of  the  nails 
might  not  wound  the  dogs'  necks;  then  he  begged  me  to  sew 
together  the  skin  and  the  canvas,  as  boys  generally  do  not 
handle  a  needle  with  much  dexterity :  I  consented,  though  to 
sew  the  newly-flayed  skin  was  not  a  very  pleasant  occupation, 
and  its  smell,  though  Rudly  will  not  confess  it,  is,  eiUre  nousj 
intoleiable. 

When  the  collars  were  finished,  he  wanted  a  belt ;  but  Ernest 
judiciously  remarking  that  the  skin  would  vshrink  jis  it  dried,  and 
spoil  the  shape  of  everything  made  from  it,  Rudly  followed  his 
brother's  advice,  nailed  his  belt  and  collars  on  a  plank,  and  exposed 
them  to  the  sun ;  before  night  they  were  qifite  dry  and  fit  to  l»e 
worn,  except  for  their  disagreeable  odour,  which,  I  fear,  they  will 
long  retain. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  passed  without  any  remarkable  inci- 
dent. Towards  evening,  my  mind  being  set  at  ease  by  your 
welcome  signals,  I  retired  with  my  children  into  our  tent,  whose 
entrance  was  guarded  by  our  two  faithful  dogs.  The  night  proved 
tranquil,  but  the  reflections  suggested  by  our  position  aroused  me 
at  an  early  hour.  My  children  had  suffered  greatly  on  the  pre- 
ceding day  from  the  heat,  and  I  felt  it  would  be  impossible  for  us 
to  remain  much  longer  in  a  place  so  exposed  on  all  sides  to  the 
son's  burning  rays.  A  longing  to  discover  some  more  suitable 
locality  took  entire  possession  of  my  mind,  while  the  thought  of 
the  dangers  you  were  bearing  to  improve  our  condition  filled  me 
with  courage,  and  inspired  me  with  the  resolve  to  do  something 
on  my  own  part  towards  the  general  welfare.     I  recalled  to  my 


i 


86  STARTING  ON  A  JOURNEY. 

mind  all  you  hatl  told  us  of  the  fair  fresh  country  which  you  had 
visited  two  days  agone,  and  I  doubted  not  that  Providence  had 
there  reserved  for  us  an  asylum  quite  as  secure  as,  and  much  more 
convenient  than,  this  bare  and  sandy  coast. 

At  daybreak  I  hastened  to  the  beach  to  make  the  signals  we 
had  agreed  upon,  and  the  joy  with  which  I  recognized  yours  you 
can  understand ;  and  as  you  had  informed  me  it  was  probable  you 
would  not  return  until  the  evening,  I  prepared  to  undertake  the 
little  excursion  I  had  projected. 

After  breakfast  I  communicated  my  intention  to  the  children, 
who  r(K;eivctl  the  announcement  with  great  delight,  and  each  one 
provided  himself  with  necessaiies  for  the  journey.  The  two  eldest 
carried  each  a  gun,  a  hunting-knife,  and  a  game-bag  filled  Mrith 
munitions  and  provisions ;  for  my  part,  I  took  a  hunting-bag  well 
stored,  a  flask  of  water,  and  a  small  hatchet  in  my  hand.  I  closed 
the  entrance  to  the  tent,  and  having  cast  a  last  look  at  the  sea,  we 
started  on  our  journey,  accompanieil  by  our  two  dogs,  and  leaving 
the  rest  in  God's  good  guardianship.  Our  steps  were  naturally 
directed  along  the  course  of  the  stream ;  Turk,  who  had  followed 
you  in  your  expedition,  appeared  to  recognize  the  roail,  and  acted 
as  our  guide.  By  this  means  we  soon  arrived  at  the  point  where 
you  had  crossed  the  brook,  which  we,  in  our  turn,  crossed  in  safety, 
although  not  without  some  difficulty. 

Having  reached  the  other  side,  we  took  our  road  a  little  by 
chance.  On  seeing  myself  alone  in  this  desert,  and  with  no  pro- 
tection for  little  Fritz  and  myself  but  two  young  boys  of  eleven 
and  thirteen  years  old,  formidable  only  because  they  were  able  to 
use  their  weapons,  I  thanked  God,  and  blessed  him  specially  in  my 
heart,  dear  husband,  because  from  infancy  you  had  accustomed  your 
children  to  the  management  of  fire-arms,  although  I  had*often 
blametl  you  secretly  for  what  I  regarded  as  a  complaisance  which 
might  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences,  while  it  was,  on  your 
[virt,  a  prudent  precaution,  and  at  the  same  time  a  means  of  in- 
spiring them  with  promptness  and  courage. 

When  wo  had  climbtHl  the  ascent  I  waa  enchanted  with  the 
snuhng  asiHK^t  of  the  green  and  fertile  countrv ;  and,  for  the  first 
tnne  kukv  our  shipwrtn^k.  my  heart  thrilled  with  mingM  emotions 
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of  joj  mnd  hope.  I  noticed  csjiccially  a  pluosaiit  liltle  gruvu  hC 
a  short  duitance,  and  I  retiolveil  to  direct  uur  uiarcli  tuwards  it 
l)ut  we  had  to  ctohh  a  plain  oorured  with  liuch  tail  grass  that  it 
rose  above  my  head,  and  ooiiBiderubly  retarded  our  priigress.     This 


induced  us  tg  diverge  towards  the  left,  uiid  wc  soon  diiscyvcrcd 
your  original  track ;  wu  followed  it  until  wc  uanie  in  a  right  line 
with  the  little  wood  I  speak  of,  when  we  quitted  tlie  path  you  had 
zuarkcd  out,  and  moved  in  that  directiou. 

We  found  oufHelviu  once  more  among  the  tall  gras-s,  when  a 
strange  noise  suddenly  broke  ou  our  ears,  und  at  the  same  moment 
a  bird  of  prodigious  size  dailed  through  the  hcrbaj^'e,  to  our  em- 
prise as  well  as  terror.  My  two  boys  seizeil  their  guns,  but  licloro 
they  could  take  aim  the  bird  was  far  away. 

"  What  a  nuisance  !"  cried  Enie«  ;  "  if  I  had  only  had  time  to 
raise  my  gun,  I  would  certainly  have  brought  him  down." 

"  That  i«  not  so  certain  as  you  affirm,"  I  replied  ;  "  and.  be- 
sides, why  did  you  let  him  take  you  unawares?  A  good  liuiiter 
ought  always  to  be  on  tlie  alert," 

"  That  may  be,"  rejoined  Ernest ;  "  and  if  similar  game  should 
present  itself,  I  will  have  a  word  to  say  to  it  in  jMissijig.  Hut  Jet 
us  find  out  llie  place  whence  our  visitor  cmcrgcil ;  perlmiB-  he  has 
hifl  nest  there,  and  we  shall  asceituin  his  species." 

"  For  niynelf,"  said  little  Fritz,  "  I  think  he  was  an  eagle ;  hi.. 
«ize  was  so  prodigious." 


NOT  SO  EASILY  DONE. 

As   if    all   big 

bir  Is  were  eagleB ! " 

Beeides,"  added 

Kmest,  "  e^lea  do 

not  make  their  nests 

among  the  herbage, 

but  iQ  the  rocks.    I 

am  more  inclined  to 

think  he  was  a  bus- 

larl    judging  from 

hiB  gray  colour,  and 

the     feathery    tuft 

which      I      caught 

sight    of,    like     It 

couple     of     tnous- 

^  toches      near     his 

-         ^'  *  beak     What  a  pity 

ue   did   not    ulioot 

'■■'""■■■"'"'""  l„m 

ThuH  CDiiVLrKii)^,  the  t«  >  bjjs  pushed  forward  among  the  high 

thick  grasK ;  but,  beliold,  another  bird,  just  like  ihe  first,  although 

much  larger,  i-piang  up  almost  at  their  very  feet,  and  was  out  of 

reach  before  my  two  liuntovH  hail  adjusted  and  raised  their  muskets. 

I  could  licit  liclp  laughing  at  the  mortified  looks  with  which  they 

watched  the  flight  of  the  lost  bird. 

"  You  have  let  a  capital  ilish  escape  you,  gentlemen,"  said  I ; 
"  and  yet  you  were  warned  in  gowl  time.  Never  mind ;  let  ua 
pxamino  the  nest ;  perhaps  the  young  birds  may  he  there  still." 

Our  investigation,  however,  proved  fruitleag ;  for  on  approaching 
the  siwit  from  which  the  two  birds  had  flown,  we  found,  indeed,  a 
kind  of  big  nest,  rudely  built  up  of  dry  grass,  but  it  was  empty; 
and  from  the  c^-Bliells  around  wo  conj'ectured  that  the  little  ones, 
though  not  long  hatched,  had  Bavcd  themselves  among  tho  thick 
herbage. 

"  Now,FritJ!,"Baid  Ernest,"  you  can  see  that  they  were  not  eagles; 
for  not  only  do  they  never  make  their  nests  on  tho  ground,  but  their 
young  can  never  run  for  some  time  after  emerging  from  tho  shell ; 
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in  this  respect  tiiey  are  wlioHy  unlike  tlie  gnllinacoa: — tiial  is,  uiiipcB, 
putridgm,  peacocks,  turkeys,  guinea-hens.  Ak  for  thcNe,  from 
(he  dark  gray  colour  of  tlicir  plumage,  tlie  striiic  of  reitdish- brown 
which  bordero  their  wings,  and  above  all,  from  the  few  tufts  of 
feathere  like  mouGtachcs  which  I  noticeil  nt  the  corner  of  the  benk 
of  the  first  bird,  I  think  I  may  poaitively  doilorc  they  wcie 
bustards." 

"  My  dear  boy,"  said  I,  "  you  \ 
ploy  your  quick  vision  in  taking  ai 
the  colour  of  his  feathers  and  the  n 
the  other  hand,  it  would  have  been  u: 
if  your  skill  had  deprived  them  of  their  father  or  mother.  Let 
ns  abandon  for  the  present  the  tempting  pleasures  of  the  chase, 
and  continue  our  journey." 

We  soon  arrived  at  the  little  wood  towards  which  we  had  directed 
our  steps ;  a  host  of  unknown  binls  warblcil  and  fluttered  gaily 
around  Us,  without  evincing  the  least  alarm  at  our  prex^ncc.     Tiic 


luhl  perhaps  do  better  to  em- 

1  at  the  bird  than  in  observing 

ufitaches  upon  his  bill ;  but,  on 

uifortiinute  for  the  poor  fledglings 


boys  w  pro    dh        kasnkm  or 

obeabedm  buhlw  ul<l        p  m       as         u  d 

not  be  of  the  slightest  utility. 

We  found  that  what  had  appcarcil  to  us  in  the  dintance  to  he  a 
small  jfTove  was  only  a  group  of  twelve  or  fourteen  great  trees^ 
trcetf  of  a  size  and  stature  wliieh  I  have  never  before  seen  even  ap- 
proached.    And  siugular  to  relate,  tlia>o  gigantic  trees  appeared 
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t>  grow  rather  in  the  air  than  in  the  soil  the  trunk  lu  raiMxl 
nbove  the  ground  by  mormous  roots  wh:cb  clunter  arouod  it  like 
ho  many  flying  buttresses  as  if  to  support  the  centre  of  this  won 
derful  edifice   and  asburc  ith  gtabililv 


iludly  clambered  up  one  of  the  inner  routtt,  and  having  uteaeured 
with  a  piece  uf  twine  the  girth  of  the  trunk  at  the  point  where  the 
branches  diverged,  we  found  it  amounted  to  thirlj-four  feet.  To 
complete  the  circuit  of  ihc  space  comprised  within  the  bound- 
ary of  tlie  farthest  roots,  I  counted  forty  pacca.  As  for  the 
height  from  the  roots  to  the  first  brandies,  which  spread  out  hori- 
zontally to  a  great  distance,  it  seenied  to  me  that  it  could  not  bo 
less  than  forty  to  fifty  feet.  The  foliage  of  these  trees  resembles 
tliat  of  our  European  walnuts:  it  is  luxuriant,  and  aKonls  a 
pleasant  shade,  so  that  the  area  which  they  shelter  is  clothed  with 
fresh  thick  grass;  neither  bushes  nor  brambles  mar  the  beauty  of 
the  verdurous  car{)ei;  but  all  things  combine  to  render  the  spot 
u  most  delightful  uud  attractive  retreat. 

Here  we  halted  to  enjoy  a  tittle  rest,  and  make  our  noontide  re- 
|iast ;  our  wallet  of  provisions  won  opened;  from  a  crystal  streamlet 
near  at  hand  we  quenched  our  thirst ;  and  we  spent  a  couple  of 
hours  in  welcome  repose.  I  could  not  satiate  myself  with  the 
loveliness  of  our  leafy  asylum,  and  when  reDocting  on  the  numcr- 
'lUB  enemies  to  whose  attacks  we  are  exposed  in  this  desert  region, 
it  seemed  to  me  lliat  if  we  could  devise  a  means  of  establishing 
our  dwelling-place  among  the  branches  of  those  noble  trees,  we  should 


ITS  SUMEKOUS  AUVAXTAOEK. 


be  safe  from  every  kiud  of  seeidciit.  Ah,  at  the  same  time,  I  had  no 
reaeon  to  presume  I  should  fiud  any  lucalily  suporior  to,  combining 
mora  advantages  tlian,  tliia  tnuRt  chariuing  spot,  I  resolved  to  go 
no  further.  Only,  instead  of  returning  the  way  wc  came,  I  decided 
to  keep  along  tho  seashore,  in  case  the  waves  should  have  flung 
upon  the  aand  any  portions  of  the  wreck  likely  to  be  of  advantage 

In  that  direction,  then,  we  bent  our  steps ;  but  wc  found  few 
thingH  worth  saving.  Most  ol  the  articles  drifted  ashore  consisted 
of  chests,  coeks,  and  barrels,  whose  weight  defied  our  efforts  to 
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move  them  ;  we  attempted,  however,  to  roll  them  as  far  inland  as 
poshible,  that  they  might  not  be  washed  out  to  sea  by  the  next 
high  tide.  While  the  boys  and  I  were  thus  busily  occupied,  I 
noticed  tliat  our  dog  Juno  was  eagerly  burrowing,  with  nose  and 
paws,  in  the  hot  sand,  and  greedily  swallowing  something  which 
she  disinterred.  Ernest  ran  to  the  spot,  and  driving  away  the 
dogs,  exclaimed, — 

"  Mamma,  good  news !  Here  arc  some  turtles'  eggs ;  come  and 
help  me  save  them  from  voracious  Juno,  or  she  will  not  leave  us 
one." 

I  somewhat  mistrusted  the  assertion  of  our  young  philosopher, 
even  while  I  hastened  to  his  assistance.  It  was  with  much  difl&culty 
we  kept  off  the  dogs  while  we  collected  nearly  two  dozen  eggs,  as 
yet  intact ;  those  which  were  broken  we  gave  up  to  Juno  as  a  re- 
ward for  her  discovery. 

When  we  had  stored  away  our  spoil  with  the  utmost  caution  in 
our  hunting-bags,  our  gaze  being  directed  towards  the  sea,  we  caught 
sight  of  a  sail  rapidly  bearing  towards  the  coast.  I  was  moved 
with  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and  anxiety  at  the  spectacle,  for  I 
could  not  distinguish  the  boat  which  carried  it.  Ernest  declared 
it  was  you ;  Rudly,  that  it  was  our  lost  seamen  returning  in  the 
shallop ;  while  little  Fritz,  always  a  timid  boy,  flung  himself 
into  my  arms,  crying  that  it  was  a  body  of  cannibals  coming  to 
cat  us. 

However,  as  the  boat  drew  near,  wo  saw  that  Ernest  was  in 
the  right.  We  ran  full  speed  towards  the  brook,  crossed  it  by 
leaping  from  stone  to  stone,  and  at  length  arrived  at  the  place 
where  you  disembarked. 

Such  is  a  true  account  of  our  journey  of  discovery ;  and  now, 
if  you  would  make  me  happy,  consent  that  henceforth  we  take  up 
our  abode  in  the  shade  of  my  magnificent  trees. 


*'  What,"  said  I,  with  a  slight  smile,  "  is  all  the  security  you 
have  found  for  us  a  tree  sixty  feet  high,  among  whose  branches, 
I  suppose,  we  are  to  roost  like  fowls?  that  is,  if  we  can  get  up  to 
them — and  I  don't  know  how,  unless  we  make  a  balloon  ! " 


WIFE  AND  IIUSRAND.  9g 

"  Oh,  do  not  laugli  at  mo,"  replied  my  wife ;  "  T  am  sure  my 
itlea  is  not  impracticable.  Have  you  not  seen  in  our  native  lan<l — 
at  Zofiinque,  for  example — an  enormous  lime-tree,  with  a  dancing- 
platform  constructed  among  its  boughs,  to  which  people  ascend  by 
a  flight  of  wooden  steps  ?  Can  we  not,  in  the  same  fashion,  build 
our  sleeping-rooms  on  the  summit  of  one  of  the  smaller  of  these 
trees?  At  least,  I  should  then  no  longer  dread  the  visits  of 
jackals,  and  of  other  noctunial  marauders  of  a  more  terrible  char- 
acter. As  for  the  means  of  carrying  out  my  suggestion,  I  leave  it 
for  you  men  to  discover ;  and  I  have  no  fear  but  that  you  wull  suc- 
ceed, if  you  put  yoiir  heart  into  your  work." 

*'  Well,"  I  answered,  "  we  will  see  what  can  be  done  to  satisfy 
you  in  this  matter;  but,  under  any  circumstances,  from  the  de- 
scription you  have  given  me  of  these  singular  trees,  we  shouhl  be 
able  to  erect  a  convenient  habitation  within  their  roots,  and  I 
think  they  ought  to  supply  the  framework  of  a  more  comfortable 
retreat  than  the  canvas  tent  which  has  hitherto  sheltered  us.  To- 
morrow we  will  go  and  examine  the  spot." 

At  this  promise  my  wife's  countenance  recovered  its  serenity, 
and  our  evening  meal  ended  as  joyously  as  it  had  begun. 

"  Do  you  know,  dear  Elizabeth,"  I  said  the  next  morning,  when 
T  woke  at  an  early  hour,  "  your  scheme  for  changing  our  residence 
presents  some  considerable  difficulties  in  more  than  one  respect? 
And  before  proceeding  to  carry  it  out,  let  us  discuss  it  a  little.  In 
the  first  jdace,  it  seems  to  me  prudent  to  remain  on  the  spot  where 
IVovidence  has  planted  us,  and  where  we  find  both  the  means  of 
supplying  our  wants  from  the  stores  which  we  can  still  obtain  from 
the  wreck,  and  security,  protected  as  we  are  on  the  landward  side 
by  this  chain  of  encircling  rocks,  and  by  the  brook  which  descends- 
thence  into  the  sea." 

"  Let  me  interrupt  you  there,"  said  my  wife ;  "  the  barrier  you 
speak  of  did  not  prevent  the  jackals  from  intruding  upon  us,  and 
who  shall  say  that  tigers  and  other  wild  beasts  may  not  soon  dis- 
cover the  same  track  ?  As  for  what  supplies  may  still  be  drawn 
from  the  ship,  I  confess,  seeing  the  great  quantity  of  articles  al- 
ready collected,  I  could  almost  wish  the  sea  would  swallow  up  the 
remainder  of  that  ill-fated  vessel.     As  long  as  it  remains  there. 
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my  anxiety  will  be  continual.  And  besides,  you  do  not  know  how 
much  we  suffer  here  from  the  heat.  While  you  and  Frederick 
wandered  in  shady  woods,  gathering  delicious  fruits,  you  little 
imagined  the  torture  inflicted  upon  us  by  the  burning  tropical  sun. 
Consider  all  these  inconveniences,  Albert,  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
yield  to  my  arguments." 

For  a  while  I  sat  silent :  if  my  wife's  eloquence  had  not  entirely 
converted  me  to  her  side,  at  least  I  could  not  help  acknowledging 
to  myself  the  truth  and  force  of  her  objections. 

**  Well,"  I  resumed  at  last,  ''  since  you  consider  this  change  so 
needful,  we  will  attempt  it ;  and,  to  meet  both  our  views,  we  will 
construct  an  habitation  in  the  shadow  of  your  giant  trees,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  we  avail  ourselves  of  our  present  abode  as  a  store- 
house, and  a  stronghold  in  case  of  invasion.  I  hope,  with  the  help 
of  gunpowder,  to  fling  down  some  rocks  on  this  side,  and  so  close 
up  the  passage  that  not  even  a  cat  could  force  it ;  but  before  under- 
taking anything  else,  we  must  throw  a  bridge  across  yonder  stream, 
if  we  intend  to  march  out  of  our  present  settlement  like  honour- 
able warriors,  with  our  arms  and  baggage." 

"  Ah,  well,  then,"  cried  my  poor  wife,  in  a  tone  of  despair,  "it 
will  be  long  before  we  shall  establish  ourselves  in  my  charming  re- 
treat. Build  a  bridge  !  Can  you  think  of  such  an  undertaking  ? 
And  why  not  let  us,  as  a  beginning,  load  ourselves  with  simple 
necessaries,  and  ford  the  stream  as  we  have  done  already  ?  The 
ass  and  cow  will  carry  on  their  backs  the  remainder  of  our  wealth." 

"  Which  they  would  do  in  any  case,  and  much  more  conveniently 
if  the  bridge  were  built.  But  then  we  must  provide  them  with 
some  kind  of  saddle,  or  some  suitable  harness.  Well,  while  you 
are  arranging  all  these  matters,  my  sons  and  I  will  pretty  nearly 
finish  our  bridge,  which,  once  erected,  will  be  always  serviceable. 
The  brook,  too,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  mountain- torrent, 
which  in  the  rainy  season  will  probably  swell  so  as  to  render  the 
passage  impossible,  or  perilous.  We  shall  run  the  risk  of  losing 
all  our  animals;  and  shall  we  ourselves  be  always  as  fortunate  or 
as  skilful  as  we  have  lately  been  in  crossing  those  wandering  waters 
on  a  row  of  stoi)ping-stones  ?  " 

My  wife  yielded  to  my  reasoning. 
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"  Come,"  said  she,  with  n  resigiicil  tiir,  "  let  God's  will  be  done. 
Uut  let  D8  act  to  work  iai mediately,  for  we  have  no  time  to  luse." 

We  aroused  the  children,  and  commimicated  to  them  our  inten- 
tioDB.  Great  was  their  delight  at  the  proBpect  of  changing  their 
reddence,  and  of  erecting  a  new  settlement  in  n  more  agreeable  awl 
ebeltered  locality.  But  the  preliminary  task  of  constructing  a 
bridge  they  did  not  relish  so  heartily,  for  they  foresaw  that  it  would 
entail  upon  them  ninch  hard  and  painful  labour. 

While  my  wife,  who  had  been  engaged  in  milking  the  cow  and 
the  goats,  prepared  a  dinh  of  soiyw  au  /ail,  or  iiiilk-broth,  for  our 
breakfast,  my  sons  and  I  launched  our  boat,  for  I  winhed  to  re- 
visit the  wreck  in  search  of  planks  and  beams  suitable  for  our 
bridge- building.  Our  manageress  soon  summoned  us  to  our  open- 
air  repast,  which  vividly  reminded  my  children  of  the  al  /reiai 
breakfaHts  of  their  native  land;  and,  as  soon  as  it  was  over,  I  em- 
barketl  with  Frederick  and  Ernest,  whom  I  took  to  assist  at  tho 
oars,  becanse  I  knew  the  weight  of  the  timber  I  intended  to  bring 
back  would  render  our  progress  slow  and  tedious. 

With  the  favour  shown  him  Ernest  was  encliantcd ;  he  seized  an 
oar,  and  handled  it  with  equal  energy  and  skill ;  we  soon  gained 
the  offing  of  the  brook,  where  the  eunent  cnuglit  iis,  and  bore   us 
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rapidly  out  to  sea ;  on  our  route  we  sighted  a  little  islet,  which 
was  crowded  with  gulls,  puffins,  and  other  sea-hirds,  filling  the  air 
with  their  hoarse  clamour. 

To  ascertain  the  cause  of  such  an  assemhlage,  I  rowed  with  all 
my  might  to  get  clear  of  the  current ;  then,  when  we  had  made 
out  the  hearings  of  the  isle,  I  hoisted  my  sail,  and  a  fresh  breeze 
soon  brought  us  up  to  it. 

"  I  think,  papa,"  said  Ernest,  "  the  birds  are  attracted  thither  by 
some  kind  of  prey." 

And  in  fact,  on  landing,  we  found  the  carcass  of  an  enormous 
fish  lying  upon  the  beach,  and  covered  with  a  host  of  great  sea- 
birds,  which  were  so  busily  engaged  in  tearing  it  to  pieces,  that  our 
loud  shouts,  and  even  the  discharge  of  a  gun  loaded  with  powder 
into  their  midst,  did  not  frighten  them  from  their  prey.  This  fish 
was  the  shark  which  Frederick  had  so  cleverly  marked  the  day 
before,  and  we  discovered  in  his  head  the  three  large  holes  still 
filled  with  blood  where  he  had  been  shot. 

"  If  we  could  get  rid  of  these  voracious  companions,"  I  remarked 
to  my  sons,  "  we  would  cut  off  some  strips  of  the  hide,  which  is 
very  firm  and  tenacious;  at  need,  they  would  provide  us  with 
excellent  shagreen." 

Ernest  immediately  drew  his  ramrod,  and  striking  courageously 
to  right  and  left  through  the  famished  host,  opened  a  passage  for 
me.  Once  masters  of  the  battle-field,  we  easily  prevented  the  birds 
from  approaching ;  in  hot  haste  we  removed  a  few  pieces  of  the 
monster's  skin,  and  bore  them  to  our  boat. 

This  was  not  the  only  advantage  we  derived  from  our  descent ; 
for,  on  examining  the  shore  of  this  islet,  or  rather  sandbank,  we 
found  it  covered  with  spars  and  planks  of  all  shapes  and  sizes, 
which  the  waves  had  drifted  thither,  and  which  were  undoubtedly 
the  remains  of  wrecked  vessels.  This  valuable  discovery  relieved 
us  from  the  necessity  of  visiting  our  ship.  We  selected  those 
timbers  which  seemed  most  suitable  for  our  purpose;  then,  by 
means  of  a  screw  and  two  levers  which  we  had  brought  with  us,  we 
raised  them  from  the  beach  and  started  them  into  the  water,  I 
next  bound  together  the  beams  as  securely  as  possible  with  stout 
ropes,  and,  with  the  help  of  my  two  sons,  stretched  the  planks  upon 
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them,  and  nailed  them  trmlj  in  their  places.  Having  thus  con- 
■tmcted  m  kind  of  rude  raft,  I  took  it  in  tow  of  our  boat,  hoisted 
sail,  and  set  out  on  our  return  voyage. 

To  render  it  as  little  wearisome  as  possible,  I  endeavoured  to 
take  advantage  of  the  breeze  which  blew  ioshore,  and  after  a  few 
tnuKBUvres,  which  were  not  unskilful  on  the  part  of  marinere  of  eo 
little  experience,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our  canvas  swell, 
fill  out,  and  bear  us  majosticoUj  towards  the  land.  During  our 
voyage  Frederick,  in  obedience  to  my  orders,  nailed  the  bands  of 
the  shaik'a  skin  to  the  mast  and  deck  to  dry  them  in  the  sun. 
Emeet,  always  interested  in  any  details  of  a  zoological  character, 
attentively  examined  some  of  the  birds  he  had  so  valiantly  knocked 
down  with  his  ramrod,  and  having  decided  their  genera  and  species, 
he  related  some  interesting  particulars  relative  to  the  stupidity 
of  giilb  and  their  congenera,  which  live  wholly  on  dead  fish  and 
carrion ;  whence  their  flesh  contracts  bo  disagreeable  a  flavour  that 
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it  is  impossible  to  eat  them.  From  the  gulls,  our  convenatitm 
passed  to  the  strips  of  hide,  which  Frederick  endeavoured  to  keep 
stretched  out,  but  which  curved  and  shrivelled  in  spite  of  all  his 
care ;  but  when  I  told  him  that,  even  in  such  a  condition,  the  skin 
would  fiinush  us  with  excellent  leather  useful  for  many  purposes, 
Ernest  made  a  remark  which  I  ought  not  to  forget. 


08  CATCHIKQ  CRUSTACfEAKEL 

^'  It  is  very  fortunate/'  said  he,  after  reflecting  awhile,  and  just 
as  I  had  concluded  my  remarks  on  the  shark's  ferocious  habits, 
"  that  God  has  placed  the  shnk's  throat  under  its  snout,  and  not 
at  the  end." 

"Why?"  I  inquired. 

"  Because,  so  nimble  and  gluttonous  is  the  monster,  that  it  would 
speedily  have  depopulated  the  seas  if  it  had  not  been  obliged  to  turn 
on  its  back  to  seize  its  prey ;  which  frequently  gives  the  prey  an 
opportunity  of  escaping." 

"  Bravo,  my  young  philosopher  !  I  approve  of  your  remark;  and 
if  we  are  not  admitted  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Creator's  secret 
designs,  such  conjectures  are  always  a  useful  intellectual  enter- 
tainment ! " 

Having  gained  the  little  bay  in  safety,  we  lowered  our  sail,  and, 
after  mooring  our  boat  in  its  usual  station,  landed  on  the  shore 
which  we  had  quitted  four  liours  previously.  None  of  our  family 
were  there  to  receive  us,  but  their  absence  did  not  alarm  me  as  on 
the  first  occasion;  all  three  of  us  raised  a  joyous  "  Hurrah  !"  which 
was  quickly  answered,  and  we  beheld  my  wife  and  her  two  little 
companions  hastening  to  meet  lis. 

Little  Fritz  carried  on  his  shoulder  a  fishing-net  fastened  to  a 
stick;  Rudly  held  in  his  hand  a  handkerchief  filled  with  some 
treasures  whose  nature  we  could  not  conjecture.  As  he  drew  near, 
he  gave  it  a  gentle  shake,  and  we  saw  a  quantity  of  beautiful  fresh- 
water crabs  make  their  appearance.  My  wife  had  her  handkerchief 
full  of  the  same  spoil. 

"  Who  discovered  this  new  treasure?"  exclaimed  I,  surprised. 

"I — papa — I!"  shouted  Fritz,  leaping  and  jumping  in  an 
ecstasy  of  delight 

*' Yes,"  said  Rudly,  "it  was  Fritz;  but  it  was  I  who  went  in 
search  of  the  net,  which,  as  you  know,  papa,  I  brought  from  the 
ship,  with  some  beautiful  fishing-tackle;  and  it  was  I  who  walked 
into  the  water  up  to  my  knees,  to  catch  these  jolly  crabs.  Fritz, 
while  looking  for  pebbles  on  the  bank  of  the  stream,  saw  them 
swimming  around  the  jackal's  carcass  which  we  flung  into  the 
water  yostcrtlay ;  it  was  covered  with  them,  and  we  should  have 
caught  many  more  if  we  had  not  heard  your  voice.'* 
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"  Yon  h&ve  canght  quite  enough  for  to-Jay,  luy  huya ;  in  fact, 
like  prudent  fisheni,  you  must  throw  back  into  the  stream  all  the 
young  ones  we  shall  catch  hem  aga  n  by  and  by  God  be  tl  anked 
for  this  new  means  of  supply  ng  ournantsl     Let  us  enjoy  but  not 
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After  liberating  the  stnallcr  crabs,  which  were  rcBtorcd  to  their 
natural  element,  my  wife  carried  off  what  remained  to  prepare  our 
dinner.  Meanwhile,  we  occupied  ourselves  in  hauling  ashore  the 
timber  necessary  for  the  construction  of  our  bridge.  Budly,  dur- 
ing our  absence,  had  looked  out  a  suitable  spot,  and  having  pointed 
it  out  to  me,  I  perceived  that  it  was  in  reality  the  most  advan- 
tageous point,  but  it  was  at  a  considerflble  di^itance  from  the  place 
where  we  bad  moored  our  raft.  We  had  no  mesna  of  transporting 
it  thither,  and  to  think  of  accomplishing  it  by  our  unaided  strength 
was  obviously  absurd. 

I  then  bethought  myself  of  the  simple  modes  of  transport  in 
vogae  among  the  Laplandcnt,  who  hamesa  the  reindeer  to  their 
aledgee.     I  secured  a  long  and  stout  rope  to  the  horns  of  our  cow— 
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for  all  the  strength  of  these  creatures  is  in  their  head — and  the 
other  end  I  fastened  to  the  piece  of  timber  which  I  wished  to 
remove.  For  the  ass  I  contrived  a  kind  of  rope  collar,  and  then 
attached  to  it  a  couple  of  cords,  which,  of  course,  were  also  looped 
round  the  burden  he  was  intended  to  draw. 

The  expedient  proved  wholly  successful.  In  a  few  trips,  the 
transport  of  all  our  materials  was  effected.  It  then  became  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  the  width  of  the  stream,  so  as  to  pick  out  among 
our  beams  those  which  were  long  enough  to  traverse  it.  Ernest 
suggested  a  very  simple  device — ^namely,  to  fasten  a  stone  to  a  piece 
of  pack-thread,  hurl  it  to  the  other  side,  and  measure  the  string 
after  we  had  drawn  back  the  stone.  This  we  did  without  delay, 
and  found  that  the  distance  from  one  bank  to  another  was  about 
eighteen  feet.  As  it  seemed  desirable  the  bridge  should  overlap 
the  bank  by  at  least  three  feet,  we  selected  among  our  beams  all 
those  which  measured  twenty-four  feet  or  upwards.  Then  came 
the  difficulty — how  were  such  heavy  pieces  of  timber  to  be  thrown 
across  the  steep  scaurs  of  the  stream?  We  lost  much  time  in 
attempting  to  solve  the  problem,  and  as  my  wife  had  given  us 
notice  that  the  dinner  was  ready,  we  repaired  to  our  open  so/on, 
where  an  excellent  basin  of  rice-soup,  and  a  superb  dish  of  crabs 
smoking  hot,  awaited  our  attention. 

Before  seating  ourselves  at  the  table,  my  wife  showed  me  the 
work  on  which  she  had  been  engaged  all  the  morning — namely,  a 
couple  of  large  sacks  made  of  sailcloth,  and  fastened  with  pack- 
thread, for  our  ass  and  cow.  I  could  not  but  admire  her  patient 
industry ;  for  as  she  had  neither  awl  nor  needle  strong  enough  for 
such  rude  work,  she  had  sown  up  the  bags  with  a  nail.  With 
almost  incredible  perseverance  she  had  thrust  the  thread  through 
each  hole  pierced  by  the  nail ;  so  true  is  it  that  to  an  intelligent 
being  nothing  is  impossible. 

Our  meal  was  hurried,  for  we  wished  to  get  forward  with  our 
work  while  daylight  lasted.  We  discussed,  while  eating,  the  best 
fnethod  of  hauling  our  beams  into  their  places,  and  at  last  I  thought 
of  a  feasible  scheme. 

On  the  side  of  the  brook  lay  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree ;  by  means 
of  our  jack,  I  got  one  of  the  timbers  stretched  along  the  bank  in 
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Much  wise  that  one  extrcmitv  touched  the  haso  of  this  trunk,  to 
which  I  fastened  it  hy  a  tolerably  slack  rope.  I  also  twisted  round 
it  another  rope,  long  enough  to  go  twice  across  the  brook  ;  next  I 
took  the  other  end,  and  carrying  with  mo  our  boat's  tackle-block, 
crosBed  the  current  on  the  stones  with  which  it  was  besprinkled. 

Having  reached  the  other  side,  I  hooked  the  tackle-block  to  a 
tall  stout  tree,  ran  my  rope  through  its  pulleys,  and  so  brought  it 
back  to  the  place  where  my  young  architects  were  standing,  over- 
come with  astonishment  at  my  operations,  which  they  did  not 
understand.  I  then  brought  up  the  ass  and  cow,  harnessed  my 
cable  to  them,  and  driving  them  away  from  the  brook,  of  course 
they  stretched  the  rope  quite  taut.  It  glided  easily  through  the 
pulleys,  raised  the  beam,  turned  it  gently  round  the  trunk  of  the 
tree,  which  served  to  steady  it,  and  gradually  drew  it  across  the 
brook,  where  I  lowered  it  into  its  position. 

After  the  first  beam  was  fixed,  our  work  grew  easy ;  we  quickly 
got  four  into  their  proper  places;  and  my  boys,  who  could  not 
deny  themselves  the  pleasure  of  skipping  merrily  over  this  imper- 
fect erection,  arranged  the  ends  on  one  bank  while  I  did  the  same 
on  the  other ;  next  we  placed  a  number  of  planks  across  them,  as 
close  as  possible,  only  I  did  not  nail  them  to  the  joists,  that  we 
might  be  able,  if  called  upon  to  defend  ourselves  against  any  un- 
foreseen attack,  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  once,  and  impede  the 
passage  of  the  rivulet. 

The  day's  work  completely  exhausted  us ;  we  returned  to  our 
tent,  and  after  having  supped,  and  thanked  Heaven  for  the  new 
favours  it  had  showered  upon  iis,  we  sought  on  our  grassy  couches 
the  rest  of  which  we  stood  in  urgent  need. 

My  first  care,  on  the  following  day,  was  to  assemble  my  children 
round  me,  and  explain  to  them  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to 
conduct  themselves  in  their  present  situation. 

"  We  are  going,"  I  said,  "  to  reside  in  a  country  which  is  per- 
haps more  agreeable,  but  will  also  be  less  secure  than  this ;  wo 
know  as  yet  but  few  of  its  resources,  and  not  all  its  dangers.  Be 
prudent,  therefore;  keep  always  on  your  guard;  and,  above  all, 
take  good  care  that  during  the  journey  none  of  you  stray  from  the 
main  body  or  loiter  behind." 
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My  sons  promised  to  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  my  instruc- 
tions, and  assured  me  of  their  implicit  obedience. 

After  moniing  prayer  was  over,  and  breakfast  finished,  we  made 
the  necessary  preparations  for  our  departure.  We  collected  our 
cattle.  The  cow  and  the  ass  were  loaded  with  our  heavier  articles: 
both  carried  a  great  sack  in  the  form  of  a  saddle-bag — that  is  to 
say,  closed  at  the  ends  and  open  in  the  middle — ^which  enabled  us 
to  place  in  them  a  great  quantity  of  things  without  any  fear  of 
their  falling  out.  This  first  journey  we  could  only  carry  absolute 
necessities,  such  as  our  cooking  utensils,  our  biscuits,  butter,  cheese, 
portable  soup,  powder  and  shot,  our  ordinary  fire-arms,  our  ham- 
mocks, and  woollen  coverlets. 

The  loading  was  nearly  completed  when  my  wife  arrived  with 
her  famous  bag,  for  which  she  claimed  a  place. 

"  Nor  is  that  all,"  said  she ;  "  we  must  find  the  means  of  carry- 
ing away  our  poultry,  it  would  be  all  over  with  the  poor  creatures 
if  we  left  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  jackals.  And  you  must  put 
little  Fritz  on  the  donkey.  The  child  could  not  walk  all  the  dis- 
tance, at  least  not  without  greatly  retarding  our  progress." 

I  contrived  to  moimt  our  little  boy  on  the  donkey's  back  among 
the  bales,  and  his  mamma's  bag,  which  we  had  christened  the 
Enchanted^  served  him  as  a  cushion.  As  for  the  poultry,  I  hardly 
knew  how  to  carry  out  my  wife's  desire ;  they  were  dispersed  all 
about  the  place,  and  my  sons  hunted  them  vigorously  without  being 
able  to  secure  a  single  prisoner. 

"  Enough,  enough,"  cried  my  wife ;  "  do  not  heat  yourselves  with 
running,  for  I  have  thought  of  a  way  to  entrap  them." 

"  Come,  then,  mamma,  let  us  see  it ;  you  will  be  very  cunning 
and  skilful  if  you  succeed." 

"  You  think  so  ?  Well,  you  shall  see,  my  boys,  whether  those 
who  have  recourse  to  their  intelligence  do  not  succeed  better  than 
those  who  trust  blindly  to  their  strength  or  agility." 

At  these  words,  fumbling  in  her  Enchanted  Bag,  she  drew  forth 
a  few  handfuls  of  seed,  and  making  a  gesture  of  scattering  them 
abroad,  began  to  call  the  fowls.  Lo,  not  only  the  hens,  but  also 
the  pigeons,  made  their  appearance  at  the  good  housewife's  voice, 
and  followed  her  into  the  tent,  where,  having  flung  them  the  grain, 
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npcHi  wliicli  «ll  the  featberad  troop  rushed  eagerly,  alie  closed  the 
entrance,  and,  in  a  moment,  tnede  Lbeai  prisonera.  The  children 
laugh^  heartily  at  their  mother's  etratagem,  and  acknowledged 
that  she  was  much  cleverer  than  they  were.  Rudly  was  instructed 
U>  creep  into  the  tent,  like  a  fox  into  the  poultry-yard,  to  seize 
the  c^>tiTeB  one  after  another,  and  hand  them  out  to  us.     Then 


we  tied  their  feet,  and  placed  them  pell-mell  in  a  basket  on  the 
cow'e  back,  taking  care  to  cover  the  basket  that  the  darkness  might 
reduce  the  noisy  crew  to  silence.  We  afterwards  piled  within  the 
tent  all  the  articles  we  could  not  transport  on  this  occasion,  closed 
the  entrance,  and  having  rolled  against  it  our  barrels  and  cheats, 
abandoned  the  remainder  of  our  property  to  the  guardianship  of 
Providence. 

At  length  we  started  on  our  march,  fully  armed,  and  each  carry- 
ing on  hb  back  a  hag  of  provisions.  Frederick  and  his  mother  led 
the  van.     Next  came  the  cow,  and  the  donkey,  with  Fritz  mounted 
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on  his  back.  The  goats,  directed  by  Rudly,  formed  a  third  body, 
the  little  ape,  perched  on  his  foster-goat,  making  incessant  grim- 
aces. Grave  Ernest  took  charge  of  the  sheep,  and,  finally,  the 
father  of  the  family,  watchful  and  anxious,  formed  the  rdar-guard. 
Our  flanks  were  protected  by  the  two  dogs,  like  active  aides-de- 
camp,  who  rushed  continuously  from  the  head  to  the  bottom  of 
the  column. 

The  caravan  advanced  slowly,  but  in  good  order,  and  presenting 
quite  a  patriarchal  appearance. 

"  Behold  us,"  I  said  to  Ernest,  ^'  traversing  the  unknown  desert 
like  our  fathers  of  old,  and  as  the  Arabs,  the  Tartars,  and  other 
nomades  do  at  the  present  day,  who  continually  change  their 
quarters,  accompanied  by  their  numerous  herds.  But  when  they 
accomplish  their  migrations  they  have  their  good  strong  horses, 
their  much-enduring  camels,  and  not,  like  us,  only  a  poor  emaci- 
ated cow  and  a  starveling  donkey.  For  my  part,  I  sincerely  trust 
that  this  journey  may  be  the  last  of  its  kind." 

"I  hope,  my  dear,"  said  my  wife  gently,  for  she  detected  a 
covert  reproach  in  my  last  words — "  I  hope,  and,  in  fact,  I  so  surely 
believe  that  we  shall  find  ourselves  happily  situated  in  the  place  to 
which  I  am  conducting  you,  that  I  will  gladly  submit  to  your  cen- 
sure for  having  suggested  this  undertaking,  if  hereafter  you  do  not 
express  your  entire  satisfaction." 

"Do  not  doubt  it,  my  dear,"  said  I,  hastening  to  answer  her; 
"  we  follow  you  with  pleasure,  and  the  comforts  we  shall  enjoy 
hereafter  will  be  doubly  dear,  because  we  shall  owe  them  to  you." 

Beguiling  the  way  with  agreeable  convereation,  we  arrived  at  the 
bridge,  where  our  cortege  was  increased  by  the  accession  of  a  new 
member  who  had  not  previously  formed  part  of  it.  The  pig,  always 
obstinate  and  intractable,  we  had  been  compelled  to  leave  behind, 
but  on  seeing  us  depart  he  had  set  out  full  gallop  after  us ;  he 
rejoined  us  as  the  cattle  defiled  slowly  over  the  bridge,  and  mingled 
with  the  troop,  although  his  continual  grunting  proved  that  he  was 
much  dissatisfied  with  his  journey. 

On  reaching  the  other  bank,  we  were  obstructed  by  an  unfore- 
seen incident.  The  rich  luxuriant  grass  which  covered  the  soil 
proved  so  tempting  to  our  poor  beasts,  that  they  spread  themselves 
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in  erery  direction  to  enjoj'  tbe  unaccustomed  banquet.  Disorder 
prevailed  in  the  ranks,  uid  wo  should  have  fouud  it  a  difiicnlt  task 
to  reMserable  tho  str^glcni  but  for  our  trust]'  dogs,  who  set  tc 
work,  barking  and  jumping  to  dnve  them  into  thoir  places,  and 
enabled  ns  after  awhile  to  resume  our  march      But  for  fear  such 


an  erent  might  again  occur  I  ordered  our  advance  I  guard  to  keep 
to  the  left  and  skirt  the  sea  shore  where  there  was  no  probability 
onr  cattle  would  be  exposed  to  a  similar  temptation 

Scarcely  bad  we  gained  a  more  open  country  than  our  dogs 
<Urted  away  with  furious  barkings  into  the  tall  herbage  whence  we 
liad  just  emerged  One  would  have  thought  they  were  attacking 
A  wild  beast  Frederick  immoiliately  loaded  his  rifle  Ernest  took 
hia  stand  by  his  mothers  side  making  ready  his  musket  also; 
Rndly,  always  rash,  ran  n  tho  direct  on  whence  the  sound  pro- 
ceeded without  even  lifting  his  gun ;  while  for  myself,  with  my 
weapon  lowered  and  my  finger  on  the  trigger,  I  advanced  cautiously 
towards  the  same  point,  impressii^  upon  everybody  the  necessity 
oS  coolnem  and  prudence.  Bnt  Budly,  transpoited  by  his  fervour, 
had  dashed  into  the  thick  grass;  almost  at  the  same  moment  ho 
reappeared,  crying, — 

"  Oh,  papa,  an  enormous  porcupine  t  A  monster !  Willi 
bristlee  as  long  as  my  arms  t     Gome,  come  quickly  I  " 

I  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  saw  our  dogs  hovering  anxiously 
aionnd  a  porcupine,  which  was  by  no  means  a  monster  in  size, 
but  which,  with  a  terrible  noise,  rolled  itself  up  into  a  ball  and 
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erected  its  spines  so  rapidly  and  so  v^orously  that  its  two  brave 
assailants,  with  bleedii^  muzzles,  were  at  a  loss  how  to  seize  their 
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Budly,  seeing  their  diBcomfiture,  drew  from  bis  belt  of  jackal's 
skiu  a  pistol,  aimed,  and  fired  almost  close  to  the  creature's  bead. 
The  porcupine  fell  dead.  I  reprimanded  Budly  for  bis  impetuo- 
sity— be  might,  in  his  baste,  have  wounded  one  of  us,  or  killed  one 
of  the  dogs ;  but  the  young  gentleman  was  so  transported  with 
delight  at  bis  victory  that  he  paid  but  little  attention  to  my  re- 
proaches ;  nothing  would  content  him  but  to  carry  off  the  porcu- 
pine. With  bis  brother's  assistance  be  knotted  his  handkerchief 
around  the  creature's  neck,  and  dragged  it  towards  the  place  wbeie 
his  mother  was  resting  herself,  in  great  anxiety  respecting  the 
iHsue  of  the  event. 

"  See,  mamma,"  he  cried,  as  he  approached ;  "  look  at  this  ter- 
rible animal,  which  I  have  killed  with  one  ebot  from  my  pistol  I 
We  must  carry  it  with  us,  for  papa  says  its  flesh  is  capital  eating." 

While  my  wife  willingly  congratulated  ber  son  on  his  exploit, 
hhe  (lid  not  accede  very  warmly  to  bis  proposition.  Ernest  mean- 
while  examined  the  animal  with  curiosity,  and  remarked  that  it 
had  incisor  teeth,  and  ears  and  feet  shaped  like  those  of  man. 


FACT  VERSUS  FICTION.  107 

"  I  wish,"  said  Rudly,  with  a  somewhat  boastful  air ;  "  I  wish 
70a  could  have  seen  it  raising  its  bristles  against  the  dogs !  But 
I  advanced,  and,  puff — with  a  single  shot  I  stretched  it  dead! 
Ho,  ho,  but  it  is  a  terrible  beast  to  attack  ! " 

"  Not  so  terrible  either,"  replied  Frederick,  a  little  jealous  of 
his  brother's  achievement,  though  he  showed  no  sign  of  it,  "  since 
ifou  dared  to  approach  him.  It  is  true  that  ^ve — that  father  and 
I — treated  it  respectfully,  and  that  without  your  eagerness — " 

"  It  is  not  less  true  that  it  was  I  who  killed  it,"  answered  Rudly, 
spiritedly ;  "  and  before  you  I "  added  he,  with  a  mocking  air. 

I  checked  the  discussion,  for  it  was  on  the  point  of  becoming 
dangerous,  and  once  more  reminded  my  sons  of  the  union  which 
ought  to  exist  between  brothers. 

"  You  all  of  you  work  lot  the  general  good,  do  you  not,  my 
boys?  What  matters,  then,  who  was  the  most  fortunate  or  the 
most  skilful  in  this  encounter  ?  And  now,  before  going  further, 
let  us  relieve  our  poor  dogs  from  the  bristles  which  are  torment- 
ing them.  Though  the  least  boastful,  they  were  not  the  least 
courageous." 

Our  brave  companions  were  covered  about  the  muzzle  with  a 
quantity  of  these  darts,  which,  owing  to  their  slight  adhesion  to 
the  porcupine's  skin,  had  got  loosened  in  the  combat.  Hence,  the 
ancients  were  wont  to  say  that  the  animal  was  at  once  quiver,  bow, 
and  arrow.  During  this  operation,  which  required  a  tolerable 
amount  of  address,  I  gave  my  sons  some  curious  details  concerning 
porcupines  and  their  ways,  and  took  care  to  expose  the  folly  of  the 
vulgar  error  that  they  possess  the  faculty  of  hurling  their  own 
darts  against  the  dogs  or  hunters  who  attack  them. 

"  It  is  very  strange,"  added  I,  "  that  natural  history,  where 
truth  is  always  palpable,  should  be  the  one  of  all  human  sciences 
which  man  has  most  disfigured  by  embellishing  it  with  marvellous 
circumstances,  as  if  nature  was  not  beautiful  and  wonderful  enough 
in  itself ;  as  if  it  needed  the  assistance  of  our  silly  imaginations  to 
render  it  what  it  really  is — grand,  magnificent,  and  ever  worthy  of 
admiration." 

At  Rudly's  urgent  request,  we  decided  that  the  porcupine  should 
be  included  among  our  luggage.     With  great  care  I  removed  all 
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the  animal's  spines,  wrapped  it  up  in  grass,  and  afterwards  in  a 
piece  of  canvas,  fastened  it  on  our  donkey's  back,  and  then  gave 
the  signal  to  resume  our  march.  Frederick,  with  his  gun  sloping, 
and  his  finger  on  the  trigger,  marched  at  our  head,  in  the  hope  of 
discovering  some  game  which  he  might  bring  down  on  his  own 
account. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  trees,  the  goal  of  our  journey ;  in 
height  and  size  they  surpassed  my  utmost  conceptions.  "  What 
trees  I "  exclaimed  Ernest ;  "  they  are  truly  colossal.  But  to  what 
family  or  genus  do  they  belong  ?   Are  they  mangoes  ?  or  are  they — " 

"  Bah  I "  cried  Rudly,  who  gave  his  opinion  oh  all  things  with- 
out reflection ;  "  you  need  only  look  at  the  leaf  to  see  that  they 
are  walnuts." 

"  You  are  grossly  mistaken,"  interrupted  I,  "  for  I  think  these 
gigantic  trees,  from  their  aspect,  and  from  the  extraordinary  eleva- 
tion of  their  roots,  must  belong  to  the  fig-tree  genus,  or  FicoidcB^ 
and  perhaps  to  that  species  known  as  the  Fig  of  the  Antilles,  or, 
in  India,  as  the  Banyan.  But  whatever  their  right  name,  my 
dear  Elizabeth,"  said  I,  turning  to  my  wife,  who  appeared  to  enjoy 
my  mingled  admiration  and  surprise ;  "  whatever  their  right  name, 
I  must  acknowledge  that  their  discovery,  and  the  idea  of  establish- 
ing our  home  amongst  them,  does  you  honour.  We  must,  to  begin 
with,  take  up  our  lodging  in  the  lower  part — that  is,  among  the 
roots,  which  seem  like  the  ready  prepared  framework  of  our  cabin ; 
but  if  we  ever  succeed  in  perching  ourselves  at  the  summit,  we 
shall  be  perfectly  secure  from  wild  beasts.  I  would  defy  even  the 
bears  of  our  native  mountains  to  climb  a  trunk  so  immense  and  so 
free  from  knot  or  projection." 

We  then  began  to  unpack  our  baggage ;  and,  to  prevent  the 
animals  from  straying,  tied  the  fore-legs  of  each,  except  of  the  pig, 
who,  as  ever,  proved  utterly  intractable;  we  were  compelled  to 
give  her  her  liberty.  We  allowed  the  hens  and  pigeons  full  license 
to  settle  themselves  where  they  would.  While  thus  occupied,  we 
were  somewhat  startled  by  a  musket-shot  at  a  considerable  distance 
in  our  rear.  All  our  surprise  vanished,  however,  when  we  heard 
the  merry  voice  of  Frederick,  who,  issuing  from  the  wood,  shouted 
loudly, — 
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"Hit  I  I  have  hit  liim!" 
With  one  leap  he  was  at  our  side. 

"  See,  papa,  what  a  splendid  tiger-cat  I  have  tumbled  over  I " 

"  Bravo,  Ur.  Marksman,"  cried  I ;  "  you  have  performed  a  chi' 

valrotu  action  on  behalf  of  our  pigeons  and  poultry,  for  to-night 


this  gentlenmn  would  liave  spared  ui  the 
trouble  of  ever  putting  one  of  them  to 
the  spit.  You  ivili  Jo  well  to  keep  your 
eyen  open,  in  case  any  of  his  t.'ongeners 
I  prowling  in  our  neighboorliood, 
for  they  are  the  dcadlieBt  enemies  of  every  kind  of  fowl." 

Ernest  did  not  fail  to  display  his  science  in  reference  to  this  new 
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prey,  and  while  jesting-  bim  on  the  erudition  wbich  he  tried  to  air 
on  all  occafiions,  we  agreed  that  inetead  of  the  name  of  tiger-cat, 
hastily  bestowed  by  Frederick,  that  of  margai  would  suit  it  better. 

"  All  tbat  I  ask  now,"  said  the  young  sportsman,  "  is,  that  Rndly 
won't  spoil  tbis  creature's  beautiful  skin,  aa  he  did  the  jackal's. 
See,  papa,  what  a  fine  effect  these  brown  stripes  and  apota  produce 
on  the  golden  yellow  ground  of  the  fur !  It  would  be  a  great  pity, 
would  it  not  1  And  I  should  like  to  make  a  belt  out  of  it  to  carry 
my  pistols  and  hunting-knife." 

I  approved  of  the  project,  and  as  the  animal's  flesh  could  be  of 
no  use  to  us,  I  thought  it  would  furnish  a  capital  meal  for  our 
dogs,  of  whose  nourishment  we  hod  also  to  take  care.  Consequently, 
I  explained  to  my  son  how  he  might  skin  the  margai  without  doing 
it  any  injury,  and  the  flesh  we  immediately  divided  between  the 
dogs.  Kudly,  who  wished  to  render  his  porcupine  serviceable,  then 
begged  me  to  assist  him  in  skinning  it,  because  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  hide  would  make  admirable  defens  \e  collars  when  the  r  present 
ones  were  worn  out.  These  operat  ons  at  an  end  I  cut  the  per 
cupine  into  halves,  one  of  which  was  lepos  ted  in  the  crock  where 
my  wife  was  preparing  our  soup ;  the  othei  was  salted  and  hung 
up  in  the  open  air,  for  next  day's  use 


At  a  short  disiUnoe  (mm  our  trea  rippled  the  limpid  waters  of 
a  ploaaant  stmtmlet.    We  found  aome  stones  in  its  bed,  which 
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served  for  the  erection  of  a  fireplace ;  with  dry  twigs  and  branches 
we  kindled  a  glorious  fire,  and  we  left  our  good  housewife  busily 
preparing  our  dinner. 

Meanwhile  I  amused  myself  in  converting  some  of  the  porcu- 
pine's quills  into  needles,  as  a  gift  for  my  wife,  to  whom  I  knew 
I  must  speedily  have  recourse  for  assistance  in  making  a  set  of 
harness.  I  took  a  large  nail,  and  wrapping  the  head  in  a  piece 
of  thick  stuff,  I  placed  the  point  in  the  fire  until  it  was  red  hot ; 
I  was  then  able  to  pierce  a  hole  in  the  quills  without  any  fear  of 
splitting  them ;  and  in  this  fashion  I  contrived  a  variety  of  needles 
of  different  sizes,  fit  only,  it  is  true,  for  working  twine  or  pack- 
thread. Yet  were  they  gladly  accepted  by  my  wife,  who  knew 
tliAt  they  would  considerably  lighten  her  sewing  operations. 

Constantly  brooding  over  the  idea  of  an  aerial  habitation,  I  con- 
ceived at  length  the  project  of  fabricating  a  ladder  of  rope ;  for, 
besides  that  we  had  no  means  of  making  any  other,  it  was  neces- 
sary, at  the  outset,  we  should  fasten  to  the  lowest  boughs  the  rope 
by  which  we  might  ascend  them. 

I  therefore  exercised  my  children  in  throwing  stones  to  which 
a  long  piece  of  twine  was  attached ;  but  the  branches  being  fully 
thirty  feet  from  the  ground,  none  of  the  projectiles  reached  them, 
and  I  was  compelled  to  adopt  some  other  expedient. 

But  my  wife  announcing  that  the  dinner  was  ready,  I  deferred 
the  matter  for  the  present.  The  porcupine,  boiled,  made  an  excel- 
lent soup,  and  we  found  the  flesh  savoury,  though  hard ;  my  wife, 
howeyer,  could  not  conquer  her  prejudices  against  it,  and  contented 
herself  with  a  slice  of  ham  and  a  morsel  of  Dutch  cheese. 

No  sooner  was  our  meal  at  an  end  than  I  began  to  make  ready 
our  night-quarters:  I  suspended  our  hammocks  under  the  vault 
formed  by  the  branches  of  our  giant  tree,  and  covering  the  whole 
exterior  with  our  great  piece  of  sail-cloth,  we  were  quickly  provided 
with  a  shelter  from  the  night  dews  and  the  attacks  of  insects. 

When  this  task  was  completed,  and  while,  on  her  part,  my  in- 
dustrious wife  was  engaged  in  the  fabrication  of  a  set  of  harness 
for  the  cow  and  ass,  which  I  designed  employing  on  the  following 
day  in  hauling  up  the  beams  and  timbers  necessary  for  our  aerial 
residence,  I  repaired  with  Frederick  and  Ernest  to  the  sea-shore 
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to  examine  the  articles  which  lay  there,  and  especiaUy  to  search 
for  materials  wherewith  to  construct  my  projected  rope-ladder. 

The  beach  was  covered  with  driftwood,  but  most  of  it  was  unfit 
for  our  purpose,  or  to  have  made  it  fit  would  have  required  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  labour;  and  my  scheme  would  probably  have 
come  to  nothing,  had  not  Ernest  discovered  a  pile  of  bamboos  partly 
covered  with  sand  and  mud.  These  were  just  what  I  required :  I 
extricated  the  bamboos  from  the  sand,  stripped  them  of  the  leaves 
with  which  they  were  still  garnished,  cut  them  into  canes  each 
about  five  feet  long,  and  made  them  up  into  three  bundles,  that 
they  might  be  the  more  easily  removed  to  our  establishment. 
Afterwards  I  looked  about  for  some  patches  of  reeds,  where  I 
might  find  a  few  light  and  hollow  stems  suitable  for  arrows — all 
being  necessary  to  work  out  the  scheme  I  had  devised  for  scaling 
our  colossal  tree. 

We  accordingly  directed  our  steps  towards  a  thick  copse  which 
seemed  to  me  of  the  kind  I  wanted.  According  to  our  custom,  we 
were  armed,  and  we  advanced  cautiously  towards  the  brushwood,  in 
doubt  whether  it  might  not  conceal  some  reptile  or  other  dangerous 
animal.  Our  dog  marched  before  us;  but  as  soon  as  we  came 
near  the  bush,  Juno  darted  forward  with  her  usual  vehemence,  and 
roused  a  covoy  of  fine  fiamingoes,  which,  beating  their  wings  with 
a  great  noise,  soared  slowly  into  the  air.  Frederick,  alwa3rs 
prompt,  and  this  time  on  his  guard,  fired  right  into  the  midst  of 
the  winged  squadron,  and  brought  down  a  couple  of  the  birds. 
One  of  them  remained  where  it  fell,  but  the  other,  being  only 
slightly  wounded,  began  to  ply  its  long  legs  in  swift  and  sudden 
flight.  Frederick  hastened  to  take  possession  of  the  dead  bird 
with  so  much  precipitation  that  he  plunged  into  a  swamp.  Warned 
by  his  mishap,  1  made  a  detour  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitive,  but  I 
should  not  have  overtaken  it  without  the  assistance  of  Juno,  who, 
cutting  off  its  retreat,  seized  it  adroitly  by  one  wing,  and  so  gave 
me  time  to  come  up.  I  carried  it  to  my  sons,  whose  joy  at  seeing 
this  handsome  bird  still  alive  was  indescribable. 

"  Is  it  much  hurt  ?"  they  exclaimed ;  "  can  we  dress  its  wounds? 
Oh,  if  we  could  only  tame  it  1  If  we  could  find  a  place  for  it  with 
our  hens  I " 
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And  they  poui'uil  out  a  score  of  questions,  whiph  I  nnswon'il  in 
th«  best  manner  possible . 

"  What  a  Hplcndid  plumage  I"  cried  Ernest;  "  wliat  lively  and 
brilliant  colours  I  It  is  strange,"  continued  the  young  observer ; 
"  this  bird  has  webbed  feet  like  those  of  the  goose,  and  long  legs 
like  the  stork's.  So  it  rnns  upon  the  land  aa  swiftly  as  it  Bwims 
in  the  watere." 

"  You  may  add  that  it  flics  equally  well  in  the  air,  for  its 
wings  are  strong  and  vigorous.  Tliere  is  more  than  ono  genua  of 
birds  which  unites  these  various  advantages." 

"  But,"  aaked  Freilerick,  "  have  all  the  flamingoes  a  rose-bue<I 
body  and  flesh-tinted  legs  like  these  ?  I  thought  I  saw  some  gray 
and  grayish-white  in  the  flock  which  I  flred  at." 

"  Oh,"  replied  Krnest,  who  found  himself  now  in  his  element, 
"  those  you  saw  were  young  birds  ;  they  only  assume  these  beauti 
ful  colours  as  they  advance  in  years." 
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"  In  that  case,"  rejoined  Frederick,  "  the  one  I  have  shot  won't 
make  a  very  dainty  *  roast ; '  for,  from  the  beauty  of  its  plumage, 
it  must  be  very  old.  However,  we  will  carry  it  for  our  mother 
to  see." 

Delighted  with  their  double  capture,  my  children  were  now  very 
busy :  Frederick,  in  tying  his  game  by  the  feet,  that  he  might 
carry  it  comfortably  upon  his  back ;  Ernest,  in  wrapping  his 
handkerchief  about  the  wounded  bird,  that  it  might  suffer  as  little 
as  possible.  Meanwhile,  I  cut  down  a  handful  of  reeds ;  I  picked 
out  those  which  had  already  flowered,  because  I  knew  that  with 
these  the  American  Indians  always  made  their  darts.  I  also  cut 
two  or  three  stems  at  their  full  length,  to  assist  me  in  measuring 
the  height  of  our  tree  by  a  geometrical  procedure.  To  Ernest  I 
intrusted  the  reeds ;  the  wounded  flamingo  I  took  charge  of  my- 
self ;  while  Frederick,  besides  his  game,  carried  two  of  the  packets 
of  bamboos  we  had  left  upon  the  beach.  Loaded  in  this  fashion, 
we  returned  to  our  family,  and  were  received,  as  usual,  with  shouts 
of  joy,  but  this  time  mingled  with  exclamations  of  surprise. 

"  Oh,  what  have  you  got  there,  Frederick  ?  What  a  magnificent 
bird  I  What  do  you  call  it  ?  Is  it  spiteful  ?  Will  it  bite  ?  Oh, 
the  poor  thing  is  wounded  I  How  will  you  cure  it  ? "  and  a 
hundred  similar  observations.  Our  manageress,  however,  did  not 
seem  to  participate  in  the  general  enthusiasm,  and  remarked  that 
so  many  animals  to  be  fed  at  home  would  require  a  large  supply 
of  provisions.  But  I  reassured  her  by  explaining  that  our  new 
guest  would  not  put  us  to  any  cost,  for,  as  the  flamingo  feeds  only 
on  insects  and  small  fish,  it  would  pick  up  its  own  meals  on  the 
bank  of  the  stream,  where  I  intended  to  establish  it. 

The  anxiety  of  my  wife  was  soothed  by  this  information,  and  it 
brought  back  a  pleased  smile  to  the  countenance  of  my  younger 
auditors.  Then  I  examined  the  poor  bird's  wound.  It  turned 
out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  slight  bruise  on  the  right  wing, 
which  was  also  somewhat  injured  by  Juno's  teeth,  but  I  had  no 
doubt  it  could  easily  be  healed.  I  anointed  the  sores  with  a  mix- 
ture of  wine  and  butter,  and  supported  the  wing  by  a  suitable 
bandage  ;  after  which  I  tied  a  good-sized  stone  to  the  bird's  foot, 
by  a  cord  long  enough  and  slack  enough  to  permit  of  its  walking 
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about  freely,  and  getting  down  to  the  brook.     My  surgical  treat- 
ment proveil  very  successful ;  for  in  a  few  ^lays  the  wound  waH 
healed,  and  the  bird,  conquered  by  the  cares  and  caresses  lavislied    • 
upon  it,  soon  grew  tame. 

Meantime,  my  sons,  by  stringing  together  the  tall  reeds  I  had 
cut  down,  thought  they  could  devise  a  means  of  measuring  the 
stature  of  our  tree.  They  speedily  discovered  their  mistake,  and 
came  to  tell  me,  laughing,  that  it  would  take  ten  times  as  many  to 
reach  the  lowest  branches. 

"  I  doubt  it,  gentlemen,*'  said  I ;  "  but  there  is  a  far  simpler 
method  than  yours  of  ascertaining  the  tree's  height :  it  is  the 
method  employed  for  estimating  the  elevation  of  lofty  moun- 
tains; geometry  applies  it,  and  you  shall  see  me  put  it  into 
practice." 

So  I  set  to  work ;  and  with  a  couple  of  canes  planted  in  the 
ground,  and  some  twine,  which  I  twisted  round  the  trunk  of  the 
tree,  and  which  I  fastened  at  the  other  end  to  some  very  short 
stalks,  I  drew  out  a  triangle.  Then  I  calculated  its  dimensions 
geometrically,  and  having  found  that  it  measured  thirty  feet  from 
one  angle  to  another,  I  informed  my  young  people,  who  had 
watched  the  process  with  much  curiosity,  that  the  height  of  our 
future  abode  would  be  thirty  feet  above  the  ground.  The  result 
appeared  marvellous  in  their  eyes,  and  inspired  them  with  a  strong 
taste  for  geometry.  I  had  studied  it  deeply  in  my  youth,  and  now 
found  it  a  great  advantage  that  I  retained  some  knowledge  of  so 
useful  a  science  to  extricate  me  from  much  embarrassment  in  my 
novel  situation. 

Now  that  I  had  ascertained  the  exact  height,  I  ordered 
Frederick  to  measure  ofT  our  stock  of  cord ;  and  the  little  ones  to 
roll  up  the  twine  into  a  ball,  as  I  should  shortly  require  it. 
Seating  myself  on  the  sward,  and  bending  a  strong  bamboo  into 
a  kind  of  bow,  I  shaped  the  reeds  which  I  had  collected  for  the 
purpose  into  arrows,  but  arrows  without  any  points.  To  render 
them  swifter,  and  surer  of  flight,  I  tipped  them  with  flamingo 
feathers,  and  soon  found  myself  the  owner  of  a  savage  weapon  of 
tolerably  handsome  appearance.  The  boys,  when  they  caught 
sight  of  it,  capered  about  me,  crying,  "  Ila,  ha!  a  bowl  a  bowl 
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Yes,  and  arrows  also  !     Oh,  papa,  let  me  shoot !  no — T,  papa — I 
can  shoot  famously." 

"  Patience,  boys,  patience ;  I  claim  a  prior  right  to  my  inven- 
tion ;  so,  with  your  permission,  I  will  fire  the  first  shot,  for  you 
must  surely  believe  that  I  have  not  made  this  for  a  mere  plaything, 
but  to  be  of  some  service  in  carr3ring  out  my  designs.  Elizabeth, 
can  you  give  me  a  ball  of  good  stout  thread  ? " 

"  Who  knows  whether  my  Enchanted  Bag  may  not  be  able  to 
supply  your  wants  ?  Come,"  said  she  to  her  treasure,  "  show 
thyself  truly  worthy  of  thy  name;  we  have  need  of  a  ball  of 
good  stout  thread." 

She  gave  it  a  gentle  shake,  and  thrusting  her  arm  in  to  the  very 
bottom,  withdrew  from  it  the  required  article. 

"  See,"  said  she,  laughing  ;  "is  not  my  bag  truly  marvellous?  " 

"  Ah,  what  a  fine  mystery  !  "  exclaimed  Ernest ;  "  you  draw 
out  of  your  bag  what  you  first  put  into  it." 

"  Unquestionably,  my  dear  boy,"  she  replied;  "  there  is  nothing 
in  it  which  is  not  quite  natural ;  all  the  mystery  lies  in  my  having 
placed  there  beforehand  what  might  be  useful  on  emergency ;  but 
the  results  of  a  little  foresight  sometimes  pass  for  miracles,  especi- 
ally in  the  eyes  of  the  thoughtless,  who  can  never  see  further 
than  their  nose." 

Having  now  unravelled  the  ball  of  thread,  I  tied  it  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  one  of  my  arrows ;  the  latter  I  planted  firmly  against 
my  bowstring,  and  aiming  at  one  of  the  larger  branches  of  the 
great  tree,  I  pulled  the  cord :  the  arrow,  carrying  with  it  the 
thread,  flew  over  the  branch,  remained  suspended  to  it  by  means  of 
the  thread  for  a  moment,  and  then,  by  its  own  weight,  was  borne 
to  the  ground. 

Delighted  with  the  result  of  my  invention,  I  began  to  make  my 
ladder.  Frederick  appeared,  dragging  behind  him  two  enormous 
coils  of  strong  cord ;  he  had  measured  them,  and  each  contained 
about  forty  yards.  This  was  just  the  quantity  I  required.  I 
stretched  them  along  the  ground  in  two  rows  at  an  equal  distance 
of  about  twelve  inches.  Frederick,  with  the  axe,  cut  up  the 
bamboos  into  pieces  two  feet  long,  to  serve  for  the  steps ;  Ernest 
handed  them  to  me,  and  I  fixed  them  at  regular  intervals  by  the 
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knots  which  I  had  previously  made  in  the  ropes  designed  to  serve 
as  the  uprights  of  my  ladder. 

As  fast  as  I  passed  them  through  the  knots,  Rudly  drove  a  stout 
nail  into  them  to  prevent  them  from  slipping. 

Thus,  in  a  very  short  time  our  ladder  was  completed. 

The  next  proceeding  was  to  caiTy  over  the  hough  of  the  tree 
a  rope  of  sufficient  strength  to  raise  the  ladder.  As  soon  as  the 
latter  was  in  its  place  I  fastened  the  rope  to  one  of  the  great  roots, 
and  the  ends  of  the  ladder  I  fixed  very  securely  in  the  ground, 
with  a  couple  of  stakes,  to  prevent  it  from  shaking,  and  to  render 
the  ascent  safer.  Scarcely  had  I  finished  these  preparations, 
when  the  hoys  hcgan  to  dispute  who  should  first  attempt  it. 
I  would  only  allow  Rudly,  because  ho  was  the  nimblest  and 
lightest. 

The  daring  little  fellow,  whom  gymnastic  exercises  had  rendered 
equally  supple  and  skilful,  clambered  like  a  cat  from  rung  to  rung, 
and  arrived  safe  and  sound  at  the  top  of  the  tree. 

The  ladder  having  been  thus  tested,  Frederick  mounted  :  ho 
carried  with  him  a  hunting-bag,  containing  a  hammer  and  some 
nails,  to  fasten  the  top  of  the  ladder  firmly  to  its  bough,  and 
in  this  succeeded  so  completely  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  climb,  in 
my  turn,  to  the  arboreal  region. 

I  found  the  branches  of  the  tree  so  strong,  and  so  closely  inter- 
woven, that  not  only  could  we  seat  ourselves  in  ease  and  safety, 
but  I  perceived  that  we  should  not  require  any  beams  for  the 
flooring  of  our  residence,  and  that  a  few  planks  would  suffice  when 
the  branches  had  been  properly  levelled. 

With  my  axe  I  commenced  this  preliminary  work,  but  as  1 
found  my  sons  a  little  in  the  way,  I  allowed  them  to  go  down. 
I  had  cried  to  njy  wife  to  fasten  a  stout  pulley  to  the  loose  cord 
still  hanging  by  the  side  of  the  ladder;  I  drew  up  the  pulley, 
and  secured  it  to  one  of  the  strong  upper  branches,  that,  on  the 
morrow,  we  might  easily  raise  the  timber  and  other  materials  we 
stood  in  need  of.  This  operation,  which  I  accomplished  by  the 
light  of  the  moon,  concluded  my  day's  work.  Spent  with  fatigue, 
hut  my  heart  overflowing  with  hope,  T  rejoined  my  family.  On 
first  reaching  terra  firma,  I  was  a  little  disturbed  by  seeing  neither 
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Frederick  nor  Rudly,  who,  I  thought,  had  descended  before  me ; 
but  suddenly  two  pure  and  harmonious  voices  sounded  from  the 
summit  of  the  tree  I  had  just  quitted,  which  I  immediately 
recognized  as  those  of  my  two  sons,  chanting  an  evening  hymn, 
as  if  to  consecrate  our  future  abode. 

Instead  of  descending,  they  had  climbed  from  branch  to  branch 
until  they  had  gained  the  crest  of  the  leafy  giant ;  there,  overcome 
by  the  beauty  of  the  scene  spread  out  before  them,  they  had  in- 
stinctively broke  forth  into  a  psalm  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

I  summoned  my  little  musicians,  whom  I  had  no  disposition  to 
reprimand,  and  we  immediately  made  our  preparations  for  the 
night,  kindling  great  fires  all  around  our  encampment  to  prevent 
the  approach  of  any  wild  animal.  My  wife  then  showed  me 
the  task  on  which  she  had  been  occupied  during  a  part  of  the 
day;  thanks  to  the  porcupine  needles,  she  had  made  complete 
sets  of  harness  for  our  two  beasts  of  burden.  In  return,  I  gave 
her  the  assurance  that  on  the  morrow  we  should  be  able  to  estab- 
lish ourselves  in  our  new  domicile. 

Ernest,  who  was  unequal  for  any  work  demanding  the  exercise 
of  physical  strength,  had  remained  with  his  mother,  and,  assisted 
by  little  Fritz,  had  taken  her  place  as  cook ;  before  the  fire,  on  a 
couple  of  Wooden  spits,  roasted  a  fine  fat  piece  of  porcupine,  giving 
forth  a  peculiarly  delicious  smell,  while  another  boiled  in  the  crock ; 
for  table-cloth  a  large  sail  was  stretched  upon  the  sward,  and  upon 
it  figured  the  ham,  a  quarter  of  a  cheese,  some  butter,  and  some 
biscuit — the  latter,  it  is  true,  a  little  dry. 

As  soon  as  we  had  arranged  our  piles  of  wood  around  the 
encampment,  collected  our  cattle,  and  driven  them  under  the 
vaulted  roots  where  we  intended  to  pass  the  night — as  soon  as 
our  hens  and  pigeons  had  taken  up  their  roost  among  the  neigh- 
bouring branches — we  set  ourselves  down  to  supper,  free  from  all 
anxiety,  and  what  with  hunger,  fatigue,  and  the  daintiness  of  our 
viands,  made  a  very  cheerful  and  hearty  repast.  The  moon  was  at 
its  full,  and  lighted  up  the  scene  with  the  most  glorious  illumina- 
tion; but  gradually  the  merry  gossip  slackened,  audible  yawns 
were  continually  repeated,  I  pronounced  the  evening  prayer,  and 
dismissed  everybody  to  a  much-needed  repose. 
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Before  following  the  general  example,  I  lighted  one  of  the  piles 
of  wood,  made  the  circuit  of  our  habitation,  and  only  entered 
within  when  I  had  satiHfied  myself  that  nothing  threatened,  at 
least  for  the  time,  the  safety  of  my  family.  As  I  climbed  into  my 
hammock  I  heard  impatient  exclamations  uttered  on  every  side — 
my  little  boys,  who  had  manifested  so  much  delight  at  the  idea  of 
bleeping  in  a  hammock,  now  found  it  detestable,  and  bitterly 
regretted  the  beds  of  grass  and  moss,  on  which  they  were  at  all 
events  able  to  stretch  themselves  at  their  ease.  I  showed  them  how 
to  render  themselves  comfortable  in  this  species  of  couch — that  is, 
by  lying  diagonally,  or  from  one  comer  to  the  other.  "  Wrap 
yourselves  tightly  in  your  coverlets,"  said  I,  "  and  lie  as  quietly  as 
you  can ;  surely,  where  the  mariner  of  every  nation  contrives  to 
sleep,  a  brave  little  Swiss  boy  can  do  the  same." 

After  a  few  vain  attempts  and  some  smothered  sighs  all  became 
tranquil,  and  before  long  I  knew  from  their  peaceful  and  regular 
breathing  that  my  little  world  was  asleep. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  night  I  was  not  without  anxiety — 
the  slightest  noise,  the  wind  stirring  the  leaves,  the  distant  murmur 
of  the  sea,  were  so  many  sources  of  alarm.  When  I  saw  my  wood 
fire  was  nearly  out,  I  hastened  to  kindle  another;  but,  thank  God, 
all  my  fears  proved  vain ;  and  towards  morning  I  fell  so  soundly 
asleep,  that  far  from  arousing  my  children  at  daybreak,  according 
to  my  usual  custom,  it  was  they  who  gaily  summoned  vie  when  the 
dawn  was  far  advanced. 

My  wife  was  already  engaged  in  her  customary  occupations — 
milking  the  goats  and  cow,  and  giving  them  their  food.  Next  she 
gave  us  our  breakfast ;  after  which,  calling  Ernest  and  lludly  to 
her  as.sistance,  she  harnessed  the  ass  and  cow,  and  started  for  the 
beach  to  collect  the  planks  and  spars  I  needed  for  my  building 
operations. 

Frederick  and  I  then  ascended  our  tree,  and  resumed  the  labour 
begun  on  the  previous  day ;  the  axe  and  saw  quickly  rid  us  of  all 
useless  and  troublesome  branches;  we  reserved  a  few,  however, 
about  six  feet  above  those  intended  for  the  flooring,  on  which  to 
hang  our  hammocks,  and  some  others,  still  higher  up,  to  support 
the  sail-cloth  that  would  act  as  a  temporary  roof.     Tliis  was  a  long 
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and  painful  task.  My  wife  collected  for  us  at  the  foot  of  the  tree 
a  great  number  of  planks  and  light  beams,  the  fragments  of  some 
vessel  wrecked  by  the  tempest.  These  had  to  be  raised  to  the 
branches,  which  I  accomplished  by  means  of  the  pulley  fixed  on 
the  preceding  evening ;  my  wife  fastened  the  end  of  the  rope  to 
them  below,  and  Frederick  and  I,  by  dint  of  energetic  toil,  hauled 
them  up  and  ranged  them  in  order,  one  after  another,  until  they 
formed  a  smooth  and  solid  platform.  By  degrees  our  edifice  began 
to  assume  a  definite  shape ;  it  was  stayed  against  the  trunk  of  the 
immense  fig-tree ;  the  sail-cloth,  thrown  over  the  upper  boughs, 
and  falling  down  on  either  hand,  closed  in  the  sides;  while  the  fore 
part,  remaining  open,  admitted  the  fresh  air  of  the  sea,  which  was 
clearly  visible  from  this  elevated  post. 

The^e  divers  labours  occupied  us  for  a  great  part  of  the  day, 
and  so  ardently  did  we  pursue  them  that  we  contented  ourselves 
with  a  cold  lunch,  and  did  not  stop  to  make  a  regular  dinner.  I 
had  raised  on  the  sides  and  in  front  of  our  aerial  domicile  a  kind  of 
balustrade,  high  enough  to  serve  as  a  protection ;  and,  to  prevent 
any  mishap,  I  nailed  the  canvas  which  formed  the  roof  and  sides 
to  tlie  edge  of  this  balustrade.  This  done,  we  hauled  up  our 
hammocks,  coverlets,  and  other  necessary  objects.  We  suspended 
them  to  the  boughs  reserved  for  the  purpose,  and  after  sweeping 
the  flooring  clear  of  the  leaves  and  shavings  which  covered  it,  we 
descended  to  the  ground,  and  made  known  to  the  remainder  of  the 
family  that  their  new  abode  was  ready  to  receive  them. 

A  few  hours  of  daylight  still  remained,  and  having  found  some 
planks  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  I  could  not  resist  the  desire  of 
making  a  table  and  a  couple  of  benches,  that  we  might  partake  of 
our  meals  in  a  more  convenient  fashion  ;  a  few  posts  planted  firmly 
in  the  ground,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  spars  roughly  hewn  and 
nailed  upon  tliem,  were  all  my  cabinet-making.  However,  this 
additional  task  completely  exhausted  me.  Seated  on  one  of  the 
benches,  I  wiped  the  sweat  from  my  brow,  and  said  to  my  wife, 
"  I  declare  that  to-day  I  have  worked  like  a  galley-slave ;  so  I  in- 
tend to  rest  myself  all  to-morrow." 

"  You  will  enjoy  your  rest  the  more  when  I  remind  you  that  to- 
morrow is  Sunday.     According  to  my  calculation,  it  will  be  the 
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second  we  have  spent  on  this  island,  and  I  trust  we  sliall  not  pass 
it,  like  the  last,  wholly  absorbed  in  the  painful  cares  of  this  life, 
and  without  consecrating  the  smallest  portion  of  it  to  the  Lord." 

"  I  promise  you,  my  dear  Elizabeth,  to-morrow  shall  not  bo  so 
wrongly  neglected.  But  I  believe,  in  the  terrible  position  in  which 
we  found  ourselves,  our  first  duty  was  to  ensure  the  safety  of  our 
family.  Throughout  all  these  anxious  labours  our  hearts  have 
not  ceased  to  rise  in  praise  and  thankfulness  towards  heaven ;  but 
now  that,  thanks  to  God's  goodness,  we  are  in  security,  and  for 
some  time  provided  with  food  and  shelter,  it  would  be  inexcusable 
if  wc  omitted  to  worship  the  Creator,  on  the  very  day  which  he 
has  consecrated,  with  more  solemnity  than  by  our  ordinary  devo- 
tions. But  say  nothing  about  it  beforehand  to  the  children ;  they 
will  be  agreeably  surprised  to-morrow  niorniiig  to  find  they  have 
before  them  an  unexpected  day  of  repose  and  recreation.  But 
come,  now  I  have  made  you  a  table,  what  will  you  give  us  to  cat  ? 
Let  me  inform  you  that  I  feel  ravenously  hungry." 

"  Well,  then,  call  the  children,  and  I  will  serve  up  your  supper." 

Our  small  troop  was  soon  assembled  round  the  table,  on  wliich 
my  wife  deposited  a  large  earthen  dish.  From  this  she  drew,  with 
a  long  fork,  a  stewed  fowl  of  the  most  ai>pctizing  smell  and  apj»car- 
ance ;  it  proved  to  be  the  flamingo  which  Frederick  had  killed  on 
the  preceding  day. 

"Ernest,  who  is  an  excellent  adviser  in  all  culinary  matters," 
said  my  wife,  "  assured  me  that  the  bird,  being  already  old,  would 
taste  hard  and  tough,  and  would  be  much  better  boiled  than  roasted. 
Yott  shall  judge." 

We  laughed  heartily  at  Ernest's  gastronomical  tastes,  while  ap- 
proving the  result;  the  flamingo,  thoroughly  cooked  and  well- 
seasoned,  we  pronounced  excellent,  and  left  but  a  very  small  portion. 

While  thus  engaged  in  relishing  our  flamingo,  his  comrade, 
already  thoroughly  tamed,  came  gravely,  accompanied  by  our  hens, 
to  pick  up  the  crumbs  that  dro])ped  from  our  table:  we  had  relieved 
it  of  its  bonds,  and  it  did  not  appear  the  least  disposed  to  forsake 
us.  Our  little  monkey  had  likewise  lost  all  his  savagery,  and  his 
tricks  amused  uh  exceedingly ;  he  was  the  pet  of  everybody,  and  it 
was  droll  enough  to  see  him  leap  from  one  shoulder  to  another^ 
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receiving  from  each  person  a  few  tit-bits,  which  he  ate,  with  his 
two  hands,  in  an  infinitely  graceful  manner.  Our  fat  sow,  whom 
we  had  lost  sight  of  for  a  couple  of  days,  while  she  had  been 
wandering  in  the  woods  at  pleasure,  now  rejoined  our  assembly, 
and  by  her  pleased  grunts  manifested  her  delight  at  having  once 
more  found  us.  My  wife  received  her  with  marked  distinction, 
and  in  order  to  persuade  her  to  return  home  every  evening,  gave 
her  all  the  milk  she  had  saved  from  the  day's  supply. 

"  While  we  have  no  utensils  in  which  to  churn  butter  or  make 
cheese,"  said  she,  "  nor  dairy  nor  cave  wherein  to  preserve  it,  we 
may  as  well  make  use  of  the  superfluous  milk  in  this  way — the 
heat  of  this  climate  quickly  turns  it  sour." 

"  You  are  right,  my  dear,"  I  answered ;  "  but  on  the  next  voy- 
age we  make  to  our  wrecked  vessel  I  promise  you  I  will  not  forget 
to  bring  away  what  you  must  so  much  want." 

"  Ah,  heavens ! "  she  exclaimed,  with  a  sigh  and  a  throbbing 
heart,  "  I  shall  never  be  at  peace  until  the  sea  has  finished  its 
work  ;  you  cannot  imagine  the  anguish  I  suffer  while  you  dare  a 
thousand  dangers  in  your  crazy  boat  of  tubs ! " 

I  reassured  her  as  well  as  I  could,  and  made  her  understand  that 
it  would  be  failing  in  our  duty  to  Providence  if  we  neglected,  from  a 
false  and  unreasoning  prudence,  to  save  the  precious  objects  which 
seemed  to  have  been  miraculously  preserved  for  our  use  and  needs. 
She  was  convinced  ;  for,  if  her  tender  love  of  me  and  our  children 
inspired  her  with  alarm  on  this  subject,  her  calm  good  judgment 
enabled  her  to  see  the  force  of  such  considerations. 

Supper  being  ended,  our  animals  collected  under  their  arboreal 
roof,  I  kindled  a  fire  large  enough  to  bum  throughout  the  night, 
to  scare  all  intruders,  and  we  proceeded  to  ascend  the  tree  and  take 
possession  of  our  future  residence.  My  three  sons  soon  reached 
the  top  of  the  ladder ;  my  wife,  who  followed  them,  accomplished 
the  ascent  more  slowly,  but  without  accident.  For  me  the  task 
was  less  easy,  for  as  I  wished  to  raise  the  ladder  several  feet  above 
the  ground  after  we  were  all  in  safety,  I  was  obliged  to  unloosen 
the  lower  end  and  climb  up  the  wavering  ropes,  with  all  the  more 
difficulty  because  I  carried  my  youngest  son  on  my  back,  and  my 
movements  were  consequently  much  embarrassed. 
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However,  I  at  length  reached  the  balustrade  where  our  apart- 
ment commenced,  and  having  deposited  my  burden,  I  hauled  up, 
hj  means  of  the  pnlley,  a  portion  of  our  ladder,  and  hooked  it  to 
•  atrong  branch  suitable  for  the  purpose ;  in  this  manner  wo  cn- 
trendied  ooraelves  in  our  stronghold,  like  those  medieval  castellana 
■rho  isolated  tbemselTes  from  the  rest  of  the  world  by  raiding  the 
portcullises  of  their  castles.  But  aUhough  wo  might  thun  consider 
ouraelTes  perfectly  safe,  I  loaded  our  lire-arniB,  so  that  if  any 
enemy  presented  himself  below,  I  could  come  to  the  assistance  of 
our  brave  dogs  stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  intrusted 
with  the  gnardiaUHhip  of  our  cattle,  and  from  my  watch-tower 
disdiaige  a  atorm  of  ballets.  This  last  precaution  taken,  wo  ad- 
dressed our  prayera  to  God,  and  finally  cKlabliBlicd  ourselves  in  our 
hammocks,  where  we  quickly  enjoyed  the  blcMsiug  of  a  sound  and 
Iranqnil  sleep,  undisturbed  by  any  care. 


CHAPTER  III. 


A  ]uLpi7  mrml  B«&t  of  varlotu  t1 


^  ERY  early  in  tha  morning,  everybody 
awoke  fresh,  gay,  and  inspired  with 
new  courage. 

"  What  Bhal!  we  do  to-day  ?"  said 
the  bnys. 

"  Nothing,   my    children  —  nothing 
at  all." 

"  Oh  papa,  you  arc  laughing  at  us!" 
"  No,  my  dears,  I  do  not  jest ;  we 
will  tiikc  our  rqiosc  to-day,  becau.se  it  is  the  Lord's  day,  and  your 
mamma  and  I  would  fain  celebrate  it  in  a  fitting  manner." 

"Wliat!  Is  today  Sunday?  Oh,  how  delightful!  We  can 
amuse  ourselves  from  morning  til!  night."  "  Papa,  will  you  lend 
me  your  bow  and  qitow  ?  "  Haid  one — "  I  will  make  bow  and 
arrows  for  myself,"  said  another — "  We  can  run  or  walk  about  as 
we  please ! "  they  lustily  shouted. 

"That  is  not  exactly  wliat  you  ought  to  do,"  I  answered; 
"  Sunday  is  the  day  conscciatcd  to  God ;  and  on  that  day  we  ought 
to  wwm  our  hearts,  as  far  as  pofitdblo,  from  the  vanities  of  earth, 
and  meditate  upon  the  goodness  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour." 

"  Hut  liow  can  we  do  so,"  observed  Rudly,  "  when  we  have 
here  neither  diurcb  nor  minister?" 

"  As  for  that,"  exclaimed  Ernest,  "  I  think  we  can  thank  God 
ami  pruiso  Iliti  name  as  well  uuder  the  roof  of  licaveu  as  under  tliat 
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of  a  temple;  while  as  for  sermons,  papa,  wlio  pivncluMl  us  such 
admirable  ones  in  Europe,  can  certainly  proach  thcni  to  us  here." 

"  And  the  beautiful  hymns  which  nianuna  has  taught  us."  re- 
marked Frederick,  in  his  turn;  "can  we  not  sing  them  among  our- 
selves just  as  we  used  to  sing  them  at  church  ?  Will  they  be  less 
agreeable  to  Otod  because  sung  without  the  accompaniment  of  an 
organ?" 

"  Yes,  my  children ;  God  being  everywhere,  to  bless  Him  for  His 
goodness,  to  praise  Him  in  His  works,  to  submit  ourselves  to  His 
holy  will,  and  to  obey  His  commands  with  all  our  heart,  is  to  serve 
Him.  We  will  celebrate  this  day  as  best  our  |>osition  permits  us, 
and  as  becomes  your  age  and  your  young  intelligences.  I  do  not 
remember  any  of  the  sermons  or  lectures  I  have  comi)ose(l  sufti- 
ciently  well  to  be  able  to  repeat  them ;  but,  instead,  I  will  sub- 
stitute an  apologue,  which,  by  enlightening  your  mind,  will  touch, 
I  hope,  your  soul,  and  nourish  the  precious  seeds  of  Christian  virtues 
which  your  mother  and  I  have  sown  in  your  hearts,  and  which  we 
would  fain  see  fructifying  therein  as  the  principle  and  guarantee 
of  your  happiness  in  this  world  and  in  tlic  next.  But  there  is  a 
time  for  everything,"  added  I,  to  moderate  the  ardent  curiosity 
which  the  announcement  of  my  apologue  had  aroused  in  their  young 
breasts.  "  First,  let  us  address  to  God  our  daily  prayer;  afterwards, 
we  will  minister  to  the  wants  of  our  animals ;  then  we  will  break- 
fast ;  and  finally,  we  will  all  assemble  under  that  beautiful  leafy 
canopy  which  surrounds  our  dwelling,  and  commence  by  a  hymn 
the  celebration  of  this  holy  day." 

I  was  the  first  to  descend  the  tree  ;  after  lowering  the  ladder  to 
the  ground,  I  fixed  the  ends  of  it  firmly,  and  my  family  quickly 
followed  me.  The  first  moments  of  the  day  were  employed  as  I 
had  marked  out ;  then  my  wife  and  children  having  seated  them- 
selves on  the  turf,  I  took  my  place  on  a  little  knoll  in  front  of 
them,  and  after  collecting  my  thoughts  awhile  in  silence,  I  began 
a  little  allegorical  narrative,  in  which  I  sought  to  develop  some  of 
the  important  truths  which  servo  as  the  foundaticm  of  the  Chris- 
tian's religious  morality. 


I   MORAL  APOLOGUE. 


C^e  apologue. 

NCE  upon  a 


«,  said  I,  there  lived 
a  great  king,  whose  kingdom  was 
:  called  the  counlry  of  Reality,  or 
of  the  Day,  because  a  perpetual 
activity  and  unclouded  light  pre- 
vailed there.  On  the  most  diKtaiit 
frontier,  and  facing  the  icy  north,  lay  another  country, 
which  likewise  acknowledged  the  sway  of  a  great 
king,  and  whoec  immense  extent  was  known  to  none 
but  himself.  From  the  remoteKt  ages  this  monarch 
had  preserved  its  map  in  his  archives;  this  other 
kingdom  was  that  of  Possibility,  or  the  Night,  be- 
cause all  was  inert  and  sombre  within  its  borders. 

Ill  the  most  fertile  and  agreeable  district  of  the 
empire  of  Reality,  the  great  king  had  a  magnificent 
residence  named  Hiramelsburg,  or  the  Celestial  City, 
where  he  resided  and  held  his  court,  the  most  mag- 
nificent imaginable ;  millions  oE  servants  executed 
his  will,  and  millions  held  themselves  ready  to  re- 
ceive his  orders. 

These  were  clothed  in  garments  more  shining 
than  silver,  and  whiter  than  snow,  because  white 
was  the  king's  colour;  those  in  glittering,  gleaming 
armour,  a  flaming  sword  in  their  bands  or  cased  in 
a  sheath  of  gold. 

Each,  at  a  sign  from  their  lord,  flew  to  accomplish 
his  commands,  with  the  rapidity  oflightning  travers- 
ing the  clonda.  All  these  faithful  servants,  vigilant, 
intrepid,  and  full  of  zeal  for  the  service  of  their 
monarch,  were  so  united  among  thetOBelves,  and  so 
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contented  with  their  lord's  favour,  tlmt  one  could 
not  imagine  a  greater  happiness  than  to  be  admitted 
into  their  rank.s,  or  deemed  worthy  of  their  beneficent 
friendship.  But  tliere  also  lived,  in  this  glorious 
city,  a  great  number  of  citizens  of  less  exalte<l  dig- 
nity, who,  good,  and  wealthy,  and  happy,  enjoyiMl 
not  only  the  daily  gifts  of  tlic  monarch,  but  likewise 
tbe  indescribable  felicity  of  serving  him  every  day, 
and  of  being  treated  as  his  own  chihlren. 

The  great  king  also  possessed,  nut  far  from  the 
confines  of  the  empire  of  Reality,  a  large  but  unin- 
habited island,  which  he  desired  to  people  and  cul- 
tivate, that  for  a  short  space  it  might  become  the 
dwelling-place  of  those  of  his  subjects  whom  he  in- 
tended to  admit  in  due  time  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  citizens  in  his  imperial  city — a  favour  which 
he  wished  to  concede  to  as  many  as  possible. 

This  island  v/as  named  Erdhcim,  or  the  Terrestrial 
Home.  He  who  by  his  good  conduct  in  this  abode 
of  trial,  and  by  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country,  showed  himself  worthy  of  such  a  reward, 
would  be  admitted  to  the  Celestial  City,  to  share  in 
the  bliss  of  its  fortunate  inhabitants. 

To  attain  this  object,  the  great  king  equipped  a 
fleet  destined  to  transport  the  colonists  to  their  abode 
in  the  island ;  and  in  withdrawing  them  from  the 
cold  and  gloomy  regions  of  the  North,  he  thus  sum- 
moned them  to  enjoy  the  light  and  the  activity  of 
life  ;  advantages  of  which,  previously,  they  had  been 
deprived.  You  can  understand  that  these  poor 
people  entered  on  their  new  home  in  a  happy  and 
contented  spirit. 

The  island  appropriated  for  their  cultivation  was 
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uot  only  beautiful  and  fertile,  but  those  who  arrived 
there  found  that  everything  necessary  to  render  the 
period  of  their  residence  agreeable  had  been  provided 
beforehand ;  moreover,  each  of  them  had  the  certain 
knowledge  that  his  work  and  his  submission  to  tlio 
great  king's  will  would  be  recompensed  by  his  future 
admission  to  the  rank  of  citizen  in  the  splendid  city 
of  Himmelsburg. 

At  the  moment  of  their  embarkation,  the  bene- 
volent king  made  his  appearance,  and  addressed  the 
colonists  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  My  children,  I  have  withdrawn  you  from  the 
dark  realms  of  Night,  of  inaction  and  insensibility, 
to  render  you  happy  by  feeling,  activity,  and  life; 
your  happiness  and  honour  will  largely  depend  upon 
yourselves ;  you  have  only  to  will  that  it  shall  be 
yours. 

"  Never  forget  that  I  am  your  king,  your  father ; 
and  faithfully  observe  my  commandments  in  culti- 
vating the  country  which  I  have  intrusted  to  your 
care. 

"  Each  person,  on  his  amval  at  Erdheim,  will 
receive  the  area  of  ground  which  he  is  intended  to 
till ;  my  final  directions  for  your  conduct  you  will 
there  find  exhibited ;  and  there,  too,  you  will  find 
numerous  wise  and  learned  men,  charged  to  make 
known  to  you  my  decrees,  and  explain  their  mean- 
ing. 

"  I  will,  also,  in  order  that  you  may  acquire  for 
yourselves  the  knowledge  necessary  for  the  interpre- 
tation of  those  decrees — I  will,  I  say,  that  every 
head  of  a  family  shall  preserve  within  his  house  a 
copy  of  my  laws,  and  daily  read  it  with  his  family, 
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80  that  tlieir  reineiiibrauce  uiav  be  over  fivsli  in  tin* 
minds  of  all. 

"  Moreover,  I  will  have  the  fii*st  day  of  tlio  week 
consecrated  to  my  t^ervice ;  and  on  that  day,  in  oach 
cstablibhment,  jmrents  and  childron,  masters  and 
servants,  shall  assemble  in  a  plare  spocially  sot  apart 
for  the  purjmse,  whore  my  commandments  shall  ho 
reail  and  explained  to  them,  where  tliey  shall  reflect 
(»n  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them,  as  well  as  on 
the  means  by  which  they  may  obtain  th(»  r(?compense 
destined  for  them.  Thus  will  each  of  you  easily  in- 
fonn  yourselves  of  the  most  advantageous  manner 
in  which  to  employ  the  estate  you  have  received  as 
your  inheritance;  how  you  may  plant  it  and  till  it, 
and,  especially,  how  you  may  uproot  the  tares  and 
brambles  that  would  otherwise  choke  the  good  seed. 
All  these  demands,  if  made  with  a  sincere  heart  and 
an  earnest  desire  of  success,  will  pass  under  my  eyes. 
and  always  will  I  respond  to  them  if  I  deem  them 
expedient  and  suitable  for  the  object  set  before 
vou. 

"  If  your  heart  tells  yon  that  the  nnmifold  benc.'Hts 
you  enjoy  are  worthy  of  all  thanksgiving ;  if,  to 
prove  your  gratitude  in  the  most  vivid  manner,  you, 
on  the  day  dedicated  to  my  service,  abandon  every 
other  care,  and  devote  yourselves  wholly  to  the  ex- 
pression of  your  feelings  towards  me;  that,  in  truth, 
will  find  favour  in  my  eyes,  and  I  will  take  care  that 
the  day  so  si>ent,  far  from  being  [nejutlicial  to  your 
welfare,  sliall  prove  of  great  utility,  by  the  repose  it 
will  afford  you,  both  in  mind  and  body,  which  will 
afterwards  bo  more  capable  of  undertaking  their 
wonted  tasks.     I  will,  too,  that  the  aninnds  which  I 
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have  placed  at  your  disposal  shall,  on  this  day,  rest 
from  their  toils,  and  that  the  beasts  of  the  fields  and 
the  plains  shall  not  dread  the  pursuit  of  the  hunter. 

"  He  who  during  his  sojourn  at  Erdheim  shall 
have  yielded  the  most  implicit  obedience  to  my 
commands — who  shall  have  done  his  duty  with  a  con- 
tented and  joyous  spirit — who  shall  have  maintained 
his  inheritance  in  the  most  admirable  order,  and 
have  most  fully  developed  its  resources — he  shall 
obtain  the  richest  of  all  rewards,  for  I  will  summon 
him  to  dwell  with  me  in  my  glorious  palace-city, 
where  he  shall  enjoy  for  ever  the  title  and  privileges 
of  a  citizen  of  Himmelsburg. 

"  But  he  who  shall  have  refused  to  labour — the 
idle  and  negligent  subject,  who  has  done  nothing  but 
troubled  his  fellows  in  their  useful  works — he  shall 
be  sent  to  the  galleys,  or,  according  to  the  nature  of 
bis  actions,  shall  be  condemned  for  ever  to  toil  in 
the  mines  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  From  time 
to  time  I  will  despatch  my  frigates  to  Erdheim, 
which  shall  carry  away,  sometimes  from  one  point, 
and  sometimes  from  another,  but  always  unexpect- 
edly, a  number  of  its  inhabitants,  either  for  reward 
or  punishment. 

"  Nevertheless,  it  shall  not  be  penuitted  for  any 
colonist  to  embark  at  his  own  pleasure  upon  these 
frigates,  or  to  quit  Erdheim  without  my  express 
command ; — whosoever  shall  attempt  it,  he  shall  be 
severely  punished. 

"  As  I  have  the  most  complete  knowledge  of  all 
that  transpires  in  the  island,  and  as  a  marvellous 
mirror,  placed  in  the  centre  of  my  palace,  reflects 
with  entire  accuracy  the  conduct  of  every  inhabitant, 
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let  no  one  hope  to  deceive  uie  ;  all  siiull  be  judged 
according  to  their  works." 

The  colonists  of  Erdheim  were  fully  satisfied  with 
the  discourse  of  the  great  king ;  and  scorned  eager 
to  set  to  work. 

The  anchor  was  weighed,  and  all,  full  of  joy  and 
hope,  sailed  towards  their  destination.  On  the 
voyage,  the  passengei-s  were  attacked  with  u  kind 
of  sea-sickness  peculiar  to  those  regions — it  was  not 
attended,  as  in  our  climate,  with  painful  and  dis- 
tressing convulsions ;  it  was  a  profound  slumber,  a 
sort  of  lethargy  or  trance,  whoso  effect  was  so  tu 
weaken  the  memory,  that  not  a  soul,  upon  arrivin;^: 
at  Erdheim,  could  recollect  his  previous  con<lition, 
or  his  relations  to  the  great  king,  or  aught  that  had 
belonged  to  him. 

Happily,  their  lord  had  anticipated  this  event.  A 
host  of  his  royal  servants  presented  themselves  at 
the  disembarkation  of  the  colonists  ;  each  took  pos- 
session of  one  of  the  latter,  conducted  him  to  a 
separate  abode,  and  thenceforth  applied  himself  to 
repeat  every  day  to  the  colonist  of  whom  ho  had 
taken  charge  all  that  the  great  king  had  said  be- 
fore his  departure,  wherewith  each  was  well  con- 
tent. 

After  a  short  space  of  time  allowed  them  to  re- 
cover from  the  fatigues  of  their  voyage,  and  when 
they  had  regained  their  energies,  to  each  was  shown 
the  plot  of  ground  set  apart  for  his  cultivation.  He 
was  supplied  with  the  seeds  of  useful  plants,  and  the 
young  slips  of  trees  producing  good  fruit,  to  graft 
npon  the  wild  seedlings  indigenous  to  the  island,  and 
was  afterwards  left  at  full  liberty  to  act,  and  to  use 
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for  his  own  profit  all  which  had  been  intrusted  to 
him. 

But  what  happened  ? 

At  the  expiration  of  a  limited  period,  most  of  the 
colonists,  instead  of  following  the  instructions  they 
had  received  for  their  guidance — instructions  re- 
peated daily  by  those  good  servants  of  the  king  who 
remained  secretly  attached  to  their  persons — most  of 
the  colonists,  I  say,  \vould  obey  only  their  own 
headstrong  pleasure.  One,  instead  of  tilling  his 
ground  so  as  to  obtain  from  it  an  abundant  harvest, 
laid  it  out  like  an  English  garden,  very  fair  and 
agreeable,  but  without  product.  Another,  instead 
of  the  precious  fruit-trees  of  which  he  had  received 
young  seedlings,  cultivated  the  most  miserable 
species,  and  yet  had  the  audacity  to  give  the  names 
of  orange,  pear,  or  pine-apple  to  the  sour  and  worth- 
less fruit  they  yielded.  A  third,  it  is  true,  fre- 
quently sowed  good  grain ;  but  as  he  had  never 
taken  the  pains  to  distinguish  the  tare  from  the 
corn,  he  plucked  up  the  latter  before  it  came  to 
matuiity,  and  his  harvest  wholly  consisted  of  weeds 
and  darnels.  Many  let  their  ground  remain  fallow 
and  uncultivated,  because  they  had  lost  their  seeds 
and  plants,  or  spent  in  other  pursuits  the  season 
suitable  for  sowing ;  these,  through  negligence  or 
levity — those,  through  a  cowardly  idleness,  which 
they  made  no  attempt  to  conquer.  Then,  again,  not 
a  few  had  shown  an  inclination  to  understand  the 
king's  orders ;  while  others  sought,  by  all  kinds  of 
subtleties  or  pretences,  to  elude  them,  or  corrupt 
their  meaning. 

Finally,  the  number  of  those  who  toiled  courage- 
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oasiy,  and  followeil  out  witli  lidolity  tlio  instruct ionr« 
they  had  received,  was  very  small.  These  brought 
their  heritage  into  a  prosperous  condition ;  and,  in 
addition  to  the  pleasure  they  dcrivetl  from  beinj^ 
usefully  employed  during  their  time  of  exile,  their 
hope  of  being  hereafter  admitted  to  TTimmelsburg 
cheered  and  sustained  them  in  their  labours. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  others  originated  in  an 
nmvillingness  to  believe  what  the  gi'eat  king  had 
said  to  them  through  his  messengers,  and  in  the 
disrespect,  partly  due  to  light-mindt'duess,  partly 
indifference,  in  which  thev  held  his  commandments. 
It  was  ti-ue  that  each  head  of  a  household  possessed 
a  copy  of  the  sovereign's  laws,  but  he  seldom  read 
it.  Some  said  that  these  laws,  made  only  for  a  past 
age,  were  wholly  nnsuited  to  the  then  conilition  of 
the  country.  Others  professed  to  <liscover  in  them 
incomprehensible  contradictions,  while  they  were 
careful  not  to  seek  those  explanations  which  the 
sages  could  liave  funiished  of  them.  Accordingly, 
they  declared  that  the  laws  were  supposititious  or 
falsified  ;  and  that  they  were  justified  in  diverging 
from  them  as  widely  as  they  pleased.  Some  carried 
their  rebellious  and  audacious  spirit  to  such  an  ex- 
treme as  to  maintain  that  all  belief  in  a  sovereign 
ruler  was  a  chimera ;  that,  if  the  great  king  lived, 
he  would  sometimes  reveal  himself  to  his  subjects. 
Others  said :  "  Yes,  the  great  king  lives;  but  ho  is  so 
great,  so  happy,  so  powerful,  that  he  has  no  need  of 
our  services  ;  and  of  what  interest  to  him  can  bo  so 
poor  and  wretched  a  colony  as  this  of  ours?"  Many 
were  certain,  above  all  things,  that  the  magic  mirror 
was  a  fable;  that  the  great  king  had  neither  galleys 
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nor  subterranean  mines;  that  he  was  too  merciful  to 
punish  his  subjects;  and  that  all  would  eventually 
enter  into  the  rest  and  bliss  of  Himmclsburg. 

Owing  to  these  various  causes,  the  day  of  the 
week  consecrated  to  the  great  king  was  observed 
with  extreme  negligence ;  and  many  colonists,  from 
idleness  or  weariness,  refrained  from  attending  the 
general  assembly.  "  We  know  by  heart,"  they  said, 
"  our  king's  ordinances;  what  will  it  profit  us  to  hear 
the  same  thing  constantly  repeated?  "  A  great  number 
exempted  themselves  in  a  still  guiltier  manner, 
alleging  as  their  excuse  the  work  that  occupied  them 
at  home ;  but  nearly  all  were  of  opinion  that  the 
day  of  rest  was  intended  only  for  amusement  and 
pleasure,  and  that  the  best  way  of  serving  the  great 
king  was  by  enjoying  his  gifts  in  all  their  plenitude. 
The  colonists  who  still  celebrated  his  day  accord- 
ing to  its  destination  were  limited  in  number;  and 
even  among  them,  too  many  were  inattentive  or  ab- 
sorbed and  few  listened  devoutly,  or  profited  by  the 
instructions  addressed  to  them  in  the  name  of  their 
royal  master. 

However,  the  great  king,  faithful  to  his  plan, 
pursued  his  unchanging  course.  From  time  to  time, 
frigates,  bearing  the  names  of  various  diseases,  made 
their  appearance  on  the  shores  of  Erdheim.  They 
were  followed  by  a  huge  ship  of  the  line,  named 
the  Grave,  which  bore  the  terrible  flag  of  Admiral 
Death.  This  flag  was  embroidered  with  green  and 
black;  and  the  colonists,  according  to  their  mental 
state,  regarded  it  as  the  symbol  of  Hope  or  of 
gloomy  Despair. 

The  fleet   always  arrived  unexjKJctedly,  and  its 
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apparition  gave  no  pleasure  to  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitantH  of  Erdhcini.  The  admiral  immediatoly  sent 
in  search  of  those  whom  he  was  ordered  to  bring  away. 
Many  of  the  colonists  wlio  least  desired  it  were  sud- 
denly seized,  and  end)arked  in  the  sombre  vessel; 
others  who  had  loni;  been  preparing  themsi'lves  for 
tlie  voyage,  and  whose  eropsand  estate  were  in  admir- 
able condition,  likewise  departed;  but  while  these 
set  out  with  resignation,  blended  with  joy  and  hope, 
those  with  so  bitter  a  reluctance,  tliat  it  was  neces- 
sary to  employ  force.  All  resistance,  however,  was 
vain ;  and  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  loaded,  she  sailed 
away,  and  her  admiral  speedily  re-entered  the  port 
of  Himmelsburg.  There  the  great  king,  who  was 
always  present,  received  the  arrivals,  and  with  strict 
justiw  meted  out  the  rewards  and  punishments  which 
had  been  promised  to  all,  according  to  their  works. 
The  excuses  put  fonvard  by  negligent  colonists 
availed  them  nothing — they  were  despatched  to 
labour  at  the  galleys  and  in  the  mines;  while  those 
whose  conduct  had  conformed  to  the  great  king's 
laws  during  their  sojourn  in  Erdheim,  entered  with 
him  into  the  dazzling  city  of  Himmelsburg,  and 
enjoyed  all  the  bliss  allotted  to  its  fortunate  inhabi- 
tants. 

I  have  finished  my  Apologue,  my  dear  boys,  adde«l 
I ;  may  you  comprehend  its  meaning,  and  each  of 
you  apply  to  himself  its  moral. 
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«^^^Ki||jy*r;V"    "*CiV       tened  ftttentivcly,  began  to  mfike  their 
J^^^      -  i-  "■    ^i    »      reflections  on  what  they  liad  heard. 
^\  ^^^L  ^  '  ^'  '"'"''  *"*  admitted,"  said  Fred- 

erick, "  that  if  the  goo'lnefls  of  the 
king  waH  great,  the  ingratitude  of  the 
colonists  was  not  less  so." 

'  And  at  the  same  time,"  remarked 
hmeit  tliey  \sero  guilty  of  extrenie  tolly.  How  was  it  they 
never  reflected  that  their  misconduct  could  only  tend  to  their  own 
rum  white,  with  l)ut  little  difficulty,  they  might  secure  a  brilliant 
and  toTtuiiato  lot  f 

"  That  is  why,"  cried  Rudly,  with  his  customary  vivacity. 
"  that  is  why  the  great  king  sent  them  to  the  galleys.  And  well 
did  they  deserve  itl" 

"  For  my  part,"  said  little  Fritz,  "  I  should  have  longed  to  see 
that  beautiful  city  of  light,  and  those  noble  warriors,  clothed  in 
armour  of  gold,  and  brandlHhing  tlaniing  swords  1  It  must  be  very 
glorious  1" 

"Well,  my  dear  child,"  I  answered;  "you  will  see  it  one  day, 
if  you  continue  wise  and  good." 

Then  I  developed  my  apologue,  and  applied  the  moral  more 
directly  to  each  of  my  sons. 

"  You,  my  dear  Frederick,  should  sometimes  remember  those 
cultivators  who  would  fain  have  passed  off  tlieir  wild  rniitu  as  a  sweet 
and  wholesome  growth  -,  such  are  the  people  proud  of  the  natural 
virtues  belonging  to  their  constitution — virtues  easy  of  exercise, 
fls,  for  example,  strength,  courage,  agility,  yet  which  they  proudly 
rank  above  the  more  essential  qualities  to  he  obtained  only  at 
the  cost  of  hard  labour  and  great  patience.  Yon,  my  dear 
Ernest,  should  think  of  the  cultivators  of  English  gardens,  and 
of  beautiful  but  fruitless  trees ;  they  represent  the  minds  which 
wholly  abandon  tliemselves  to  the  study  of  sciences  unprofitable 
for  the  general  weal,  and  look  with  pity  upon  an  active  life  and 
upon  the  improvement  of  society ;  which  concern  themselves  only 
mth  life's  enjojrments,  and  accomplish  nothing  of  utility.     I  would 
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have  you,  my  hasty  Kudly,  rcinoiiilK'r  tliat  tboso  wlio  lenvo  their 
heritage  uncultivated,  or  who  do  not  loam  to  distinj^nisli  tares 
from  wheat,  will  reap  none  hut  harrou  crops :  sufli  arc  tho  rasli,  the 
neglectful,  who  show  themselves  neither  willin;^  to  study  iH)r  reflect, 
nor  to  apply  themselves  to  disceni  good  fn>ni  evil,  tn  prartisc  the  one 
and  avoid  the  other;  who  throw  to  the  winds  all  instructiMU,  forget 
it  in  the  course  of  a  day,  and  thnist  asid«'  the  good  feelings  to 
make  room  for  the  bad.  But  let  all  of  us  take  for  our  exemplars 
the  industrious  husbandmen;  at  whatever  cost,  let  us  cultivate  our 
Bonl;  that  is  the  inheritance  which  Ood  lias  allotted  to  each  one 
of  iw;  let  us  nourish  in  it  the  celestial  scimIs  (»f  goo(hn'ss,  justice, 
moderation,  whose  fruits  arc  virtuous  actions,  to  the  <Mid  that  when, 
sooner  or  later,  death  shall  overtake  us,  we  may  iMiihark  on  board 
the  black  ship  of  the  admiral  ])»'ath  without  fear  or  distrust;  and 
when  arrives!  before  the  throne  of  our  SovcriMi^n  Master,  we  may 
hear  his  gracious  voice  addressing  to  us  the  consolatory  words, 
'  Well  done,  ye  good  and  faithful  servants :  ye  have  been  faithful 
over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  ye  rulers  over  many  things  :  enter 
ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord' "  (Matt.  xxv.  21). 

Tliis  brief  address  produced  a  deep  impression  on  all  niyaaditors: 
afterwards  my  wife  and  I  sang  some  verses  of  the  llOtli  Psalm, 
and  my  children,  who  knew  them  by  heart,  blending  with  ours 
their  young  pure  voices,  we  terminated  in  this  maimer  the  reli- 
gious solemnity  by  which  we  had  sought  to  celebrate  as  best  we 
could  the  blessed  Sabbath. 

Throughout  the  day  this  happy  influence  was  felt :  my  children, 
while  giving  themselves  up  to  some  innocent  amusements,  did  not 
forget  the  morning's  salutary  reflections;  the  mildness  and  self- 
control  of  some,  the  amiable  eagerness  and  complacency  of  others, 
a  certain  tender  and  seiious  air  among  all,  gave  me  the  cheering 
assurance  that  my  words  had  not  fallen  to  the  ground. 

I  had  given  up  to  the  boys  the  bow  and  arrows  which  I  had 
made  previously  to  the  construction  of  our  ladder,  and  Ernest,  who 
preferred  these  weapons  to  a  gun,  used  them  very  skilfully  to  bring 
down  a  few  dozen  birds  of  the  wood-pigeon  tribe,  whicli  crowded 
the  tree  we  had  chosen  for  our  abode.  This  tree,  which  we  had 
at  length  decided  to  be  a  banyan,  bore  upon  its  branches  a  qnan- 
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tity  uf  fruit,  good  lo  «at,  but  of  a  sickly  taste,  an<l  whose  ripeness 
attracted  the  birds, — called  the  "ortolans  of  the  AntillcH,"  on 
occoiut  of  their  great  delicacy. 

Master  Ernest's  exploits  brought  the  pastime  of  archery  into 
favour :  Budly,  and  even  little  Fritz,  begged  also  to  be  furnished 
with  bow  and  arrows.  T  yielded  to  their  desire  all  the  more  will- 
ingly, that  I  was  not  sorry  to  see  my  boys  exercising  tijemselves 
in  this  fashion.  The  bow,  which  had  been  the  weapon  of  our 
fathers,  and,  indeed,  of  all  peoples  hcfoi'e  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder, might  with  us  supply  the  place  of  the  latter,  when  our 
stock  became  exhausted,  and  it  was  prudent  to  anticipate  its  failure. 
I  therefore  fashioned  them  a  couple  of  bows,  and  a  quiver  each  in 
ivhich  to  carry  their  arrowa ;  these  quivers  I  made  of  a  piece  of 
thin  fle!(iblo  bark,  which  I  rolled  round  like  a  tube ;  the  bottom 
was  of  bark;  and  having  attached  to  it  a  strap  for  enspensory 
pnrposex,  I  equipped  uiy  two  little  boys  to  their  intense  delight. 


ti(.den(.k  was  busy  preparing  the  sk  n  of  tl  e  t  gei  tat  wh  ch  ht 
1  ad  killed  a  few  lays  previouBly  He  thought  of  converting  it  into 
a  belt  for  Ins  pistols;  but  the  disagreeable  smell  still  lingenng 
alraut  Kudly's,  induced  him  to  bestow  more  eare  on  its  prepara- 
tion. In  accordance  ivith  my  instructions,  he  gave  it  several  wash- 
ings, and  rubbed  itwithamixtureorwood-a-shes  and  butter,  which, 
by  softening  the  skin,  rendered  it  fit  for  the  u-se  he  intended  to 
make  of  it. 

These  difTerent  pursuits  occupied  part  of  the  iiioming  of  the 
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Munday,  until  oar  gocxl  hoiusckecper  iliily  Kuinmoncd  us  to  (liniii'r. 
The  ortolmiH  killed  by  EmoKt,  our  liens'  e^g8 — fur  tlu*y  liail  laid 
iu  heaps  of  dry  herbs  my  wife  had  arrungcd  on  |>ur[K)sc — and  a 
few  bIiccs  of  fried  ham,  furnishoil  us  with  a  ropast  at  once  savoury 
and  substantial.  The  day  being  too  far  advanced  fur  us  to  under- 
take anything  of  importance,  we  dallied  over  our  dinner;  and 
while  discussing  our  projects  for  the  improvement  of  our  estab- 
litthnient,  I  made  a  proposal  to  my  b(»ys  which  ]>leased  them 
extremely :  it  was  to  bestow  appropriate  names  on  all  the  prin- 
cii«l  j>oints  of  the  country  we  had  colonize<l. 

*'  As  for  the  country  itself,"  I  added,  *'  we  will  leave  it  without 
any  name;  for  who  knows  but  that  some  navigator  may  have 
already  christeneil  it?  And,  perhaps,  it  already  figures  on  the 
map  under  the  invocation  of  a  famous  saint,  or  the  patronage  of  a 
celebrated  hero.  AVe  will  name,  however,  the  different  localities 
where  we  may  fonn  an  establishment,  or  which  nuiy  in  any  respect 
appear  to  us  remarkable,  so  that  when  speaking  of  them  wc  may 
have  some  means  of  i<lentifying  the  places  meant,  ami,  by  a  sweet 
illusion,  may  even  believe  at  times  that  wc  live  in  an  inhabited 
country." 

"  Good,  good,''  cried  my  boys ;  "  it  is  a  «'hanning  idea ! " 

"  But,  papa,"  said  Rudly,  "  wc  must  invent  strange  and  very 
difficult  names,  like  Zanguebar,  Coromandel,  jMunomotapa ;  words 
which  will  blister  the  tongues  of  those  who  may  hereafter  visit  our 
ishind!" 

"  What  a  fine  invention ! "  said  I,  "  when  we  shouM  be  the  firet 
to  suffer,  if  the  names  we  invent  are  to  bli.»»tcr  the  tongues  of  those 
who  pronounce  them  I  No ;  let  us  be  content  to  give  to  the  jdaces 
around  ns  names  which  shall  designate  them  clearly ;  and  for  this 
purpose  let  us  take  good  homely  German  words.  The  language 
of  our  beloved  Fatherland  is  so  noble,  that  we  need  not  seek  in  any 
other  the  denominations  henceforth  to  be  borne  by  the  different 
l>artH  of  our  present  abode." 

"Well,  well,  be  it  so!"  cried  the  hasty  little  fellow;  "but 
where  shall  we  begin  ?  " 

"  At  the  bay  where  wc  landed.     Let  us  sec,  what  name  shall 
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pine  into  a  defensive  cuirass  for  our  do;::.     TIio  good  aiid  i>.'itient 
aninial  very  complacently  allowed  liiuiself  to  be  eiielosed  in  this 
warlike  apparel,  in  which,  it  soonicd  to  uie,  lie  might  confront  a  tigor 
or  a  hyaiua.     Juno  was  not  ho  well  pleased  with  the  costume  as 
her  comrade;   for  every  time  that  the  gallant  dog  approached 
her,  the  quills  with  which  he  bristled  pricked  her  cruelly ;  she 
howled  grievously,  and  was  unable  to  shelter  hereclf  from  her  com- 
panion's iucessimt  approaches.     Rudly  terminated  his  labours  by 
fashioning  out  of  the  skin  of  the  porcupine's  head  a  kind  of  cap  for 
his  own  wear  as  strange  and  as  formidable  as  ])oor  Turk's  cuirass. 
However,  the  sun  sjink,  the  heat  decreased,  everything  iiivitctl 
us  to  enjoy  a  ramble,  and  I  proposed  to  my  family  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day,  already  far  too  advanced  for  undertaking  any 
important  laliours,  should  be  so  ♦Mnploye<l.     Opinions  at  lirst  were 
divided  as  to  what  direction  we  should  tnke  ;  but  as  our  provisions 
were  falling  short,  it  was  agreed  we  should  go  to  'IVnt-Town,  where 
our  stores  were  placed,  to  obtain  u  fresh  supply,  but  that  we  should 
take  a  different  road  for  the  siike  of  varying  our  walk.     With  this 
decision  everybody  was  pleased  :  my  eldest  son  wanted  gunpowder, 
my  wife  butter,  for  the  curriers  had  consume<l  a  large  (piantity; 
Kmest  wished  to  make  an  attempt  to  bring  back  from  Tent-Town 
A  couple  of  geese  and  ducks  to  establish  them  in  the  brook  :  even 
little  Fritz  had  his  ])roject;  he  had  furnished  himself  with  a  small 
net,  and  calculated  upon  catching  some  dozens  of  crabs  in  Jackal 
River.    Rudly  alone  was  without  a  scheme ;  but  he  rejoiced  in  all 
those  of  his  brothers,  and,  wearing  his  strange  bristling  cap,  struttctd 
■  on  before  them  in  a  most  diverting  manner. 

We  set  out  on  our  expedition,  Frederick  decorated  with  his  belt 
of  margai's  skin,  Ernest  carrying  a  roll  of  cord  on  his  shoulder, 
Rudly  with  the  head-gear  which  gave  him  the  air  of  a  Carib — all 
armed  with  a  gun  a-piece,  and  Fritz  carrying  a  bow  and  quiver- 
ful of  arrows :  as  for  my  wife,  she  was  loaded  with  a  great  empty 
pot  and  a  bag,  which  she  intended  to  till  with  provisions.  Turk 
and  Billy  led  the  advance ;  the  former  gravely,  for  his  terrific  ac- 
coutrements tempered  to  some  extent  his  natural  agility;  his  com- 
panion, still  mindful  of  her  wounds,  kept  at  a  respectful  distance. 
Master   Knips — such  was  the  name  the  boys  had  given  to  our 
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monkey,  on  account  of  bis  small  stature  and  grotesque  manners — 
was  somewhat  disconoerted  at  finding  Turk's  back  covered  with  n 
multitude  of  bristles;  be  consoled  himself,  howevtn-,  by  leaping 
gently  upon  Juno,  for  be  could  not  dispense  with  the  assii^taiice  o( 
a  steed.  Even  our  stalely  flamingo  would  not  allow  us  to  travel 
without  bim ;  but  after  having  kept  company  with  my  sons  for 
some  few  minutes,  disgusted,  no  doubt,  by  their  tricks  and  jokeR. 
he  quitted  tbem  and  placed  himself  under  ray  wife's  protection,  very 
certain  of  not  being  tormented  dui'ing  the  rest  of  the  journey. 

The  routo  which  we  took,  ascending  the  course  of  the  stream, 
proved  very  agreeable ;  great  trees  overshadowed  it,  and  the  smooth 
crisp  Bward  tempted  us  to  wander  hither  and  thither,  without 
making  any  decided  progress.  My  sons,  following  the  bent  of 
tht»r  inclinations,  roamed  first  on  one  side,  then  on  the  other ;  but 
as  soon  as  we  got  clear  of  the  wood,  the  country  appearing  to  me 
somewhat  exposed,  I  was  about  to  recall  tbem,  when  1  saw  them 
hastening  towards  us,  with  Ernest  at  their  head. 

"Papa  I  "be  exclaimed,  outof  breath,  and  his  eyes  shining  with  joy 
— "papa,  such  a  treasure-trove!    What  do  you  think  I  have  found?" 
And        be 
showed    me   n 
stem  garnJNhed 
with        leaves 
and      flowers, 
'  from       which 
hnng  a  number 
of  small  round 
halls  of  a  clear 
green. 

"Potatoes!" 
r  cried — for  I 
recognized  tho 
flower,theleaf, 
and  the  small 
fruit  of  that 
precious  plant 
— "  Omychil- 
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dren,  Grod  be  praised!  We  shall  never  want  for  food  in  tins 
wilderness,  since  His  goodness  has  enriched  it  with  the  potato. 
Tou  have  assured  the  safety  of  our  colony,  my  dear  boy ;  but  wliere 
did  von  discover  the  treasure  ?  " 

"Down  yonder,  behind  the  wood ;  all  the  plain  is  covered/' 
We  all  ran  thither  with  an  impatience  which  you  may  easily 
imagine,  and  before  us  spread  an  immense  field  of  potatoes ;  some 
already  ripe,  others  still  in  flower ;  and  the  latter,  spite  of  their 
luwly  appearance,  seeme<l  to  us  more  beautiful  tlmn  all  the  roses 
of  Persia. 

"  It  must  be  owned,  my  dear  Ernest,'*  cried  I,  enraptured,  "  that 
you  have  made  here  a  most  interesting  discovery." 

*'Was  it  not  difficult?"  said  Rudly,  enviously;  *' he  had  only 
to  come  down  here  to  find  it  all  out,  and  if  I  had  come — " 

"  Do  not  try  to  lessen  your  brother's  merit,"  rejoined  his  mother ; 
"  for  if  you  had  passed  across  this  very  field,  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  you  would  have  recognized  the  potatoes.  You  arc 
quick  and  thoughtless,  Rudly,  while  Ernest  reflects,  observes,  and 
compares;  and  his  discoveries  are  seldom  due  to  chance." 

"  Ah,  well,"  cried  Rudly,  laughing,  and  recovering  his  goo<l 
temper  immediately,  "  if  I  were  not  the  first  to  discover  them,  I 
will  be  the  first  to  uproot  them." 

He  began  to  dig  in  the  earth  with  his  hands,  and  his  ardour 
communicated  itself  to  the  rest  of  us;  even  the  monkey  took  his 
share,  and  it  was  soon  evident  that  he  was  no  novice  at  this  kind 
of  work,  for  in  a  moment  he  had  turned  up  a  great  quantity  of  the 
finest  and  ripest  potatoes.  We  filled  all  our  game-bags,  and  then 
resumetl  our  route  to  Tent-Town. 

The  discovery  we  had  just  made  was  of  inestimable  value  to  us ; 
it  assured  us  of  our  future  subsistence,  and  would  take  the  place  of 
bread  when  our  scanty  supply  was  exhausted. 

" My  children,"  said  I,  "this  new  benefit  from  the  hand  of 
Providence  reminds  me  of  a  passage  in  the  Bible  very  applicable 
to  our  present  situation.  *  They  wanderctl  in  the  wilderness  in  a 
solitary  way,'  says  the  Psalmist;  *they  found  no  city  to  dwell  in. 
Hungry  and  thirsty,  their  soul  fainted  in  them.  Then  they  cried 
unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he  delivered  them  out  of  their 
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diHtresses.  And  lie  led  Uicmforlh 
Ly  the  right  way*  (Pa.  cvii.  i-»). 
Praiae,  then,  tlie  Lord,  and  hk's.-; 
!iim  in  all  his  worlcB." 

"  Oh  yes,"  B8id  my  wife;  "  lei 
uH  thank  God  with  all  our  Iteavls 
iHr  thia  uew  bloBKing." 

All  (he  children  joined  in  a 
idverent  expression  of  their  grati- 
tude, and  even  little  Fritz,  who 
was  delighting  himself  with  the 
[iiospect  of  potatoes  for  his  aup- 
]icr,  wished  a  particular  prayer  to 
he  offered  to  the  good  God  for 
this  circumstanefi.  My  eldest  son 
i-i.'[)rescnteil  to  him  with  uiuch 
iiiildneas  and  just  reasoning  that 
this  was  not  neeesaary;  that  God 
thuught  not  of  tip-prayer,  hut  of 
heart-prayer,  and  that  heort- 
prayer  consisted  hefore  all  things 

in  loving  the  Lord  and  paying  devout  ohcdiencc  to  his  comniand- 

riienta. 

"Well  said,  my  dear  Frederick,"  I  remarked;    "His  benefits 
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oo^t  to  ftwaken  our  ln\-c.  anil  li>vi>  i)ii)>li<'>-  '>lH-ilii>nco.  [mv  Ikh 
em  wc  diwb^  thow  wc  \m-e  ?  " 

Tfam  eonveTniig,  we  arrirel  at  tlic  iiH-k  uliciicc  CM'iiiRNl  i-ii 
little  Btiflutilet,  falling  in  &  bright  oasi-iuIp,  uikI  wjlli  n  p>htl(>  imir 
Bar.  Wc  once  man  fouml  ourM'lvpii  uniniic;  lln'  Inll  f;rassi'N.  uii' 
made  onr  iray  through  them  with  iliflicultv — tli>'  rriii^  im  imr  li'fi 
uid  the  Mft  on  our  right,  at  nomc  short  'liritiimi — till  «.■  r-aiin- 
a  Undxape  of  the  moat  enchanting  clintactov. 

Tlie  TOt^  wall  pn>«euted  the  appciiraiieciir  n  iii;ii,iiili(viii  Kui" 
pcui  conserratorf :  only  the  VHrimis  li'<l;L,'es,  nr  tciiiios.  iu^itvii.!  c 

being  crovned  with  rases  and  vesscN.  Mom I  wirh  tlii*  iiiriM  iiiii 

most  direrw  plants,  neutling  in  pvorv  cliiiik  <>v  cnmuy,  aui\  iiilnrjiiii: 
ererT  point  of  vantage.  Ilerv  tWv  rich  iloiii  <'!'  tlii<  tr<>[>i<'^  wiis  tc 
realnl  in  all  its  superb  luxtihancr;  tlii.'  ^ru>^i'-^  iiud  funis  Mi'iiili>. 
charmingly  with  epic v  lit enii  atul  the- niiil  iti'liriii' I>Iii>-h]1iis;  Ih 
Urge-leaved  Ind  an  fig    tic  alue      al   1        1  crs  oi'  ivliit 

fluwera  the  catus  rear    >,    t    ta  1    Ir  j,l  t  c  1  like  ;i  Iii|k.' 

crowned  w  th  purple  jowellcrv    t1  o  j  ■>»  ne      I    i>  n  il  vi'llnw:  ili< 
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sweet-scented  vanilla  twining  its  graceful  wreaths  about  the  taller 
plants ;  while,  high  above  all,  the  grass-plantain  trailed  its  supple 
cords  flushed  with  tufts  of  a  vivid  rose-red  hue.  But  what  most 
enchanted  us  was  the  abundance  of  that  royal  fruit,  the  precious  anana. 
Several  of  these  we  ate  with  infinite  pleasure,  for  hitherto  we  had 
only  known  the  pine-apple  by  descriptions,  and  it  seemed  to  us  truly 
delectable,  both  from  its  agreeable  perfume  and  its  pleasant  acidity 
of  taste.  My  wife,  always  attentive  to  her  children's  welfare, 
cautioned  them  to  be  moderate  in  their  appetites,  lest  the  crudity 
of  the  fruit  should  render  them  ill.  But  it  was  difficult  to  check 
my  little  epicures,  who,  having  shown  Master  Knips  how  to  gather 
the  harvest,  made  him  bring  them  the  largest  and  ripest,  so  that 
they  incurred  no  risk  of  wounding  themselves  with  the  spines  of 
the  thorny  bushes  planted  all  about  the  rock. 

While  they  were  thus  agreeably  occupied,  I  made  another  dis- 
covery :  among  the  bristling  stems  of  cactuses  and  aloes  I  noticed 
a  tall  plant  with  large  pointed  leaves,  which,  from  its  general  ap- 
pearance and  certain  peculiarities,  I  decided  in  my  own  mind  to  be 
the  karatas.  A  precious  plant  it  is ;  for  its  leaves  furnish  thread, 
its  stem  tinder,  and,  bruised  and  cast  into  the  water,  it  forms  a 
bait  which  no  fish  can  resist,  while  it  renders  them  so  lethargic 
that  they  can  be  caught  by  hand. 

"  My  boys,"  I  cried,  "  come  here.  I  will  show  you  something 
worth  all  your  ananas.  Do  you  see  this  noble  plant?  Look  at  its 
beautiful  red  flowers ;  its  leaves  resemble  those  of  the  anana ;  but 
it  is  of  infinitely  greater  utility." 

"  Papa,"  replied  my  young  gluttons,  "  when  it  bears  fruit  we 
will  condescend  to  examine  it ;  at  present  we  don't  know  of  any- 
thing superior  to  our  pine-apples  I " 

"  Ah,  little  epicures!  how  like  you  are  to  the  generality  of 
mankind  I  You  only  judge  of  things  by  their  appearances,  and  I 
will,  therefore,  convince  you,  through  your  eyes,  of  the  extreme 
usefulness  of  this  plant.  Tell  me,  Ernest,  how  would  you  light  a 
fire  if  you  had  no  flint  in  your  fowling-piece?" 

"  Oh,  I  should  do  as  the  savages  do  ;  I  should  rub  two  pieces  of 
wood  together  until  they  kindled." 

"  A  long  and  tedious  method,  whose  efficacy  you  have  not  yet 
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tested.  Besides,  it  requires  a  particular  kind  of  wooil  which  is  not 
to  be  found  erery where,  while  with  my  plant,  which  you  treat  with 
so  much  contempt,  I  can  obtain  a  light  in  a  moment ;  you  shall 


Aooordingly  I  snapped  in  twain  a  piece  of  the  kuratnH  stem ;  it 
hollow.  I  removed  the  pith,  and  striking  together  a  couplo 
of  pebbles  immediately  over  it,  the  sparks  flew  out,  and  the  pith 
immediately  caught  fire.  My  sons  stood  astoundeil.  I  then  ex- 
plained to  them  the  other  properties  of  the  plant,  and  it  was  with 
exceeding  satisfaction  my  wife  discovercil  it  would  furnish  her  with 
thread. 

"  What  a  happy  thing  for  us,"  she  exclaimed,  "  that  you,  my 
dear  Albert,  are  so  well  informed,  and  have  studied  with  so  much 
industry  I  We,  in  our  ignorance,  should  have  passed  by  tiiiH 
treasure,  and  never  suspected  its  value." 

"  You  are  quite  right,  papa,"  observed  my  eldest  son ;  "  the 
karatas  would  carry  off  the  prize  for  usefulness  from  the  ananas ; 
but  what  purpose  can  be  served  by  all  these  other  plants  armed 
with  long  prickles  and  darts,  except  to  cripple  pco])le?" 

"  You  are  judging  too  hastily,  Frederick;  each  of  these  plants 
has  its  mission,  as  it  were — its  part  in  nature's  grand  economy ; 
mme  are  filled  with  juices  or  resins,  of  which  our  physicians  make 
daily  use  ;  others  are  of  indescribable  service  in  the  arts  or  industiy . 
Take,  for  instance,  as  a  plant  of  peculiar  interest,  the  nopal,  or 
racket :  it  grows  everywhere  in  the  barrenest  soils ;  it  makes  »n 
admirable  fence  for  fields  and  houses ;  its  fruit,  a  kind  of  fig,  is, 
they  say,  very  wholesome  and  refreshing." 

Scarcely  had  I  uttered  these  words  before  Rudly,  carried  away 
by  his  love  of  gourmandizing,  hastened  to  pick  some  of  the  figs 
I  had  just  been  praising.  But  the  thoughtless  fellow  had  not  re- 
marked that,  like  the  entire  plant,  they  were  covered  with  thou- 
sands of  small  prickles,  finer  than  the  finest  needles,  which  wounded 
his  fingers  sorely.  He  returned  to  me  weeping,  stamping  his  foot, 
and  wringing  his  hands.  We  laughed  a  little  at  his  gluttonous 
precipitation,  and  when  I  had  removed  the  thorns  from  his  fingers, 
I  showed  him  how  to  open  the  fruit  with  suitable  precautions : 
with  my  knife  I  split  the  rind  of  the  fig,  and  then  holding  it  on  u 
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wooden  flkewer,  stripped  off  the  prickly  envelope ;  the  juicy  c<~>n- 
tenta,  of  a  Tennilion  colour,  were  proaounced  excellciit.  Every- 
body hastened  to  prepare  some  fruits  in  the  Rame  mnnner,  nnd  inv 
little  company  enjoyed  a  new  feast. 

Meanwhile,  I  saw  that  Emeat  examined  one  of  these  figs  v-itli 
particular  attention. 

"Oh,  papa,"  he  exclaimed,  "what  a  citriouD  thing  I  Do  yon 
see  the  little  red  insects  with  which  this  fig  is  covered?  I  have 
been  trying  in  vain  to  shake  them  off.  Will  they  not  be  the  cochi- 
neal?" 

I  perceived  that,  indeed,  they  were  those  precious  insect*,  whose 
nature  and  use  I  explained 
to  my  sons.  "  With  tliese 
insects  are  made  the  beau- 
tiful bright  colour  known 
an  scarlet.  They  are  col- 
lected in  America,  and 
Europeans  pay  for  the  in 
their  weight  in  gold." 
Tbeir  attention  having 
been  excited  by  these  circumstances,  my  boys  plied  me  with  inces- 
sant questions  in  reference  to  every  plant  we  encountered  j  there 
was  not  one  of  which  they  did  not  want  to  know  its  uses  and 
properties. 

"  My  dear  children,"  said  I  at  last,  "  none  but  Ccod  can  say  for 
what  object  bave  been  created  many  things  which  appear  to  us 
good,  bad,  or  useless.  Our  experience  and  our  studies  have  re- 
vealed to  uH  but  a  very  limited  amount ;  but  we  may  well  believe 
that  nothing  has  proceeded  from  the  Creator's  hands  without  suffi- 
cient reason,  and  that  he  has  not  endowed  with  life  either  plant  or 
animal  without  assigning  to  it  at  the  same  time  a  distinct  and 
necessary  function  in  the  admirable  order  of  creation." 

Biscoursing  thus  on  the  mnrvels  of  nature,  end  on  the  necessity 
of  increasing  our  knowledge  of  them  by  observation  and  reflection, 
we  arrived  at  the  Jackal  River.  We  crossed  it  on  a  couple  of 
large  stones  which  embanked  its  bed — our  bridge  being  much  lower 
dovru— and  speedily  we  reached  Tent-Town.    We  found  everything 
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in  the  nme  order  in  which  we  had  left  it.  and  immediaicly  i^et  to 
work  collecting  what  we  wanted.  Frederick  looked  alter  our 
military  slorea.  I  opened  the  barrel  of  butter,  and  inr  nife  and 
little  FriU  proceeded  to  fill  the  tin  baek<?i.     Ernest  and  RuiIIt 


ran  to  the  bay,  to  attempt  tiiu  capture  of  tlio  ducks  and  gccsc ; 
bnt  these  wanderers,  long-  nbaQiioncd  to  tbcir  oivii  ilovicva,  haviu)^ 
grown  Bomewhat  wild,  the  boyn  would  Ilbvc  found  it  n  <lifBcuIt  task 
to  catch  them,  bad  not  Emeat  contrived  au  iiigx'nioUN  Huarc.  Ila 
cnt  up  some  pieces  of  ehecfw,  fiustened  tbcm  to  lou);  thremlK,  and 
threw  the  bait  into  the  watci'.  Ah  soon  an  tbo  duckn  and  (^eHt> 
caught  Right  of  the  cheese,  they  Htvain  tuwardit  it,  and  greedily 
swallowed  not  only  the  bait  but  tlie  thread  uttaclicd  to  it.  Tlie 
two  boys  then  drew  in  their  linos,  and  deftly  brought  ashore  the 
rebellious  birds,  who  were  immediately  tiod  by  the  feet,  and  de- 
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prived  of  all  power  of  escape.  I  could  oot  help  smiling  at  tliis 
amusing  invention,  though  eonie  care  was  required  to  extiact  the 
thread  from  the  Ksophagus  of  the  gluttons.  We  cut  it  o&  close  to 
the  beak,  so  that  there  was  not  much  chance  of  its  inconveniencing 

We  also  fnmished  ourselves  with  a  fresh  supply  of  salt,  and  as 
out  wallets  were  already  filled  with  potatoes,  we  pUced  the  heaviest 
on  Turk's  back,  and  relieved  him  of  his  hristling  cuirass.  Spite  of 
their  cries,  we  fastened  the  ducks  and  geese  to  our  gamc-hagB,  and 
as  the  vessel  of  butter  was  too  heavy  for  my  wife,  I  took  charge 
of  it  myself ;  and,  after  putting  everything  in  order,  we  closed  the 
entrance  to  the  tent,  and  began  our  march,  equipped  even  more 
grotesquely  than  on  the  preceding  occasion. 

The  aquatic  birds,  torn  frgm  their  reedy  nests,  filled  the  air  with 
noisy  and  discordant  farewells  to  the  bay  at  Tent-Town ;  the  grave 
voices  of  our  dogs  responded,  and  our  bursts  of  joyous  laughter  fre- 
quently intermingled.  This  merry  stir  along  our  route  seemed  to 
lighten  our  burdens.  We  returned  to  Falcon's-Nest  by  the  Family 
Bridge,  and  were  not  loi^  in  reaching  home.  My  wife  then 
lighted  a  fire  and  boiled  our  potatoes ;  afterwards  she  milked  and 
fed  the  cows  and  goats.  For  myself,  I  released  our  birds,  and  after 
clipping  their  wings  to  prevent  them  from  flying  away,  established 
them  on  the  banks  of  our  stream.  With  a  delicious  supper  of 
smoking  potatoes,  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  and  our  customary 
devotions,  we  closed  the  day's  proceedings,  aud  retired  to  our 
hammocks,  blessing  God  for  all  his  mercies. 


CHAPTEE  IV. 


To-Dionoii'  to  (mh  w< 


\^y)  OOKING  abuut  tliu  beacli  tli 
■■'■  foro,  I  lioil  remnvkeil  nvvcml  c 


neil  iiiiii 
bcndetl  pluultK,  a])[iarently  the  reniuiiu  n\ 
a  gliip's  boat,  wliidi  tiL-uiiicd  to  nii;  well 
adaplcil  for  the  oon^trut^tioo  of  a  t>1c<lgi9. 
With  a  sledge  it  woqU  bo  easy  for  us 
to  transport  our  casks  Rii(]  sturuN  of  [im- 
visions  from  Teiit-T.iwii  to  I'lilLim's- 
Nest,  wliich  otIicrwiHC,  ovoit  witii  tlio 
ir  patient  ass,  our  feeble  strength  could  never  remove. 
At  earlj  dawn  I  togc  noiselessly,  and  wnkiiig  Ernest,  whom  I 
had  decided  to  take  with  mo— partly  to  accuiitoni  the  lad,  natnruily 
somewhat  lethargic,  to  more  active  habits ;  partly  because  J 
thought  Frederick  better  able  to  protect  the  famity  in  my  absence 
— we  quietly  descended  tlic  tree,  and  leaving  the  otherw  still 
plunged  in  profound  slumbers,  released  Master  Jncknss  from  bin 
rack,  and  fairly  started  on  our  journey. 

In  a  short  time  we  arrived  at  the  shore.  I  hud  no  difficulty  in 
finding  among  the  timbers  piled  upon  the  sand  a  sufficient  quantity 
NuitAble  for  my  purpose.  We  tied  them  together  with  the  rO|ieii 
ire  had  brought,  and  hamcRHcd  our  osa  to  the  load,  which  the  brave 
animal  very  complacently  drew  after  him.  To  complete  the  cargo, 
we  placed  in  the  middle  a  ehest  which  we  found  stranded  on  the 
beach,  end  then  resumed  our  road  to  Falcon's-Nest,  my  son  lewling 
the  donkey  by  his  bridle,  and  myself  asfdsting  his  progrens  by  lift' 
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ing  the  load  of  timber  with  a  lever  whenever  we  encountered  any 
large  stones  or  irregularity  of  the  ground. 

On  reaching  home  my  wife  was  inclined  to  blame  us  for  our 
clandestine  departure;  but  on  seeing  the  result  of  our  journey,  and 
learning  that  she  might  hope  before  long  to  be  in  possession  of  a 
sledge  which  would  bring  her  all  that  was  still  wanting  for  the 
new  establishment,  she  was  appeased.  I  then  opened  the  chest  we 
had  discovered.  It  contained  nothing  but  sailors*  clothes  and  a 
little  linen,  completely  saturated  with  sea-water ;  but  my  wife  was 
highly  delighted  with  the  contents,  for  she  foresaw  the  time  when 
our  attire  would  need  renewal. 

During  my  absence,  Frederick  and  Rudly  had  been  hunting 
ortolans;  but,  less  skilful  or  less  fortunate  than  their  brother,  they 
had  only  brought  down  three  or  four  dozen  birds  while  consuming 
a  great  quantity  of  powder.  I  pointed  out  to  them  that  such  an 
extravagance  was  very  imprudent  in  our  situation,  since  we  had  no 
means  of  replenishing  our  stock  of  munitions,  which  would  be  of 
infinitely  gieater  service  as  a  means  of  defence  than  in  procuring 
game.  I  therefore  taught  them  how  to  make  various  kinds  of 
snares  for  catching  birds,  and  in  this  occupation  the  thread  which 
wo  had  obtained  from  the  karatas  proved  of  great  utility.  Eveiy- 
body  immediately  set  to  work,  and  while  my  wife  and  two  youngest 
sons  occupied  themselves  in  making  and  setting  bird-traps,  the 
two  eldest  and  I  began  the  construction  of  the  sledge.  We 
interrupted  our  various  labours  to  enjoy  our  morning  meal, 
consisting  of  the  ortolans,  a  good  nourishing  mi  Ik -broth,  and  a 
white  cheese  which  my  wife  had  prepared,  and  which  all  the  family 
pronounced  a  dainty  disli. 

After  dinner,  Ru<lly  mounted  to  the  top  of  our  tree  to  dispose  of 
a  few  of  his  snaies,  but  quickly  shuffled  down  again  with  the  good 
news  that  the  pigeons,  which  seemed  to  have  adopted  the  tree  as  a 
comnioii  <love-cot,  had  built  their  nests  among  its  branches,  and 
were  certainly  going  to  breed. 

*'  T  resolved,  therefore,  not  to  set  my  snares,"  added  Rudly,  "  IcNt 
the  poor  pigeons  should  be  caught  in  them.  But  if  you  are  will- 
ing, papa,  we  might  fire  a  few  shots  up  there  to  drive  away  the 
other  birds,  and  we  will  find  another  place  for  our  nets.*' 
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I  uppruvetlol  Kuiliv's  sUKRestioiis  ;  ii'iiinrkiiLj,',  limvi'vcr,  lliiit  tn 
'Irive  awny  the  vticniim  uf  the  ['Ikuoiis  wt<  nvvd  tint  iviiKtc  our 

"But,  |i"]>a,"'  I'Mliiiiiicil  litlL'  Fiilz,  ■ivby  iluii't  yim  sow  tmnii' 
•  •f  yimr  gimpow.lci-  iniiin!iliiili>Iy,  tlint  we.  may  l.mv  n  lii'l.l  o[  it, 
liki'  tlie  potatoes?  'I'lii^ti  y>\i  wimM  imt  1h'  afrniii  i>t  niiiiutij:^ 
>!i..rt." 

Thirt  siuiplc  sp.-a(-h  ivus  rm'ivcil  (villi  ticii.^[i.li>iis  KlioiitM  of 
laughter,  R'nnon'lint  ilisconcpi'ting  my  |)oor  little  boy.  wlin  (houwrlit 
liu  had  diHC()v<rrcil  uii  oxi-vlli'iit  uiuniis  of  cxtricntjng  u-<  froui  uur 
•linicuKy. 
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"  Do  you  not  know,  then/'  said  Ernest,  "  that  powder  is  not  a 
grain,  and  that  it  is  never  sown?" 

"  How  should  I  know?"  replied  Fritz.  **  But  come  now,  tell 
me  what  is  this  nasty  powder?" 

"  I  know  that  it  is  mocZc,  but  how  I  cannot  positively  say.  I 
think  it  is  composed  of  charcoal,  from  its  black  colour ;  and  of 
sulphur,  from  its  peculiar  smell  when  burning." 

"  Add  saltpetre,"  said  I,  "  which,  indeed,  is  the  very  foundation 
of  it.  This  latter  substance,  when  combined  with  powdered  char- 
coal, ignites  easily,  and  disengages  the  air  which  it  contains  in  a 
rapid  and  extraordinary  manner ;  the  sulphur,  serving  to  unite  the 
whole,  also  contributes  to  this  effect." 

This  solution  led  me  on  to  explain  to  my  sons,  as  well  as  I 
could,  the  theory  of  combustion ;  or,  at  least,  to  state  a  few  facts 
and  principles,  which  I  knew  they  could  understand. 

By  the  end  of  the  day  my  sledge  was  completed.  Two  pieces 
of  curved  wood,  bound  together  by  four  transverse  beams,  sufficed 
for  its  construction.  The  fore  part  resembled  a  couple  of  rude 
great  horns,  while  the  hind  part  was  raised  in  the  same  manner,  so 
as  to  prevent  any  casks  or  other  articles  placed  upon  the  sledge 
from  rolling  off.  To  these  side  pieces  I  fastened  the  ropes  designed 
to  serve  as  traces  for  the  cow  and  the  ass,  which  I  intended  to  drive 
in  team. 

On  quitting  my  work  I  found  everybody  occupied  in  plucking  a 
quantity  of  ortolans,  which,  during  the  day,  had  been  caught  in  the 
snares.  I  blamed  them  at  first  for  their  prodigality;  but  my  wife 
calmed  me  by  explaining  that  she  was  preparing  them  for  curing, 
according  to  my  directions,  in  butter,  after  they  had  undergone  a 
preliminary  roast. 

"  And  now  that,  thanks  to  your  skill  and  industry,"  said  she, 
**  we  are  provided  with  a  means  of  transport,  we  must  go  to  our 
stores  at  Tent-Town  for  the  remainder  of  our  butter.  Ernest  tells 
me  that  the  ortolan  is  a  bird  of  passage ;  we  must,  therefore,  profit 
by  the  present  opportunity  to  lay  up  a  provision  which  we  shall 
recur  to  hereafter  with  great  satisfaction." 

No  objection  could  be  made  to  a  proposal  so  reasonable,  and  it 
was  settled  that  wo  should  start  early  next  day  for  Tent- Town. 
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We  then  enjoyed  a  delicious  supper  at  the  exiKMibC  of  our  ilaiuty 
birds,  and  after  having  etttablishcd  arouiul  us  as  uiucli  on  lor  and 
r^ularity  as  possible,  we  gave  onreclves  up  to  repose. 

At  daybreak  we  were  all  on  the  alert,  and  eaiger  to  set  out. 
Elmest  was  again  my  companion,  Froilcrick  remaining  behind  to 
protect  the  rest  of  the  family.  Just  as  wc  started,  my  eldest  son 
handed  to  each  of  ns  a  belt  of  margai-skin,  containing,  besides  our 
hunting-knife,  a  sheath,  complete  with  knife  and  fork,  and  a  ring 
in  which  to  suspend  a  small  hatchet.  It  was  very  ingeniously  eon- 
trived,  and  we  received  our  presents  with  a  delight  which  fully 
recompensed  Frederick  for  his  trouble.  Finally,  wc  yoked  our  ass 
and  cow  to  the  sledge :  for  whips,  each  earned  a  Aexiblo  banilv)o 
cane.  We  commanded  Juno  to  follow  us,  Turk  remaining  behind 
**  on  guard,"  and  we  conmicncod  our  journey. 

This  time  we  travelled  along  the  sea-shore,  where  our  sledge 
progressed  much  more  easily  than  it  would  have  done  through 
the  tall  grass,  and  in  a  very  brief  while  we  crosse<l  Family  Bridge, 
and  arrived  at  Tent- Town. 

After  unharnessing  our  cattle,  we  proceeded  to  load  the  sledge. 
We  placed  upon  it  the  butter-cask,  considerably  lightened  by  the 
excavations  that  had  been  made  in  its  contents ;  the  store  of  bis- 
cuit and  cheese,  all  the  rest  of  our  tools,  powder,  shot,  and  the 
bristling  porcupine  armour  that  we  had  left  behind ;  in  fact,  we 
piled  upon  our  sledge  everything  which  appeared  to  us  calculated 
to  be  of  service. 

While  we  were  thus  engaged,  our  beasts  of  burden,  guided  by 
their  instinct,  had  quitted  the  sterile  vicinity  of  Tent- Town,  and 
crossed  Family  Bridge  to  refresh  themselves  at  their  ease  among 
the  grassy  pastures  on  the  other  side  of  the  brook.  I  despatched 
Ernest  and  Juno  in  pursuit,  and  went  in  search  of  a  convenient 
spot  for  bathing  on  the  shore  of  the  bay.  I  soon  found  a  delight- 
ful little  nook,  where  the  waters  slept  in  a  ring  of  rocks,  as  still  as 
a  woodland  pool.  I  waited  until  my  son  had  brought  back  the 
fugitives.  On  seeing  him  re -appear,  I  called  to  him  to  fasten  them 
to  a  post  near  the  tent,  and  come  and  join  me;  but  instead  of  doing 
this,  I  saw  him  hastening  towards  me  at  full  speed. 

"  But,   my  boy,"  said   I,   "  your  beasts  will  stray  back  into 
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the  meadow;  if  you  do  not  foRten  tliom  up,  liow  nhall  we  catcti 
them?" 

"  Ob,  I  defy  them  to  run  away,"  be  cried ;  "  I  have  taken  np  the 
first  half  dozen  timbers  of  the  bridge,  bo  that  they  cannnt  get  across." 

t  praised  the  invention,  which  asBured  us  of  their  safety,  and 
left  08  free  to  enjoy  our  bath  undisturbed,  Ernest  was  first  done: 
I  had  told  him  to  take  our  ass's  saddle-hags,  and  fill  them  with 
salt^  of  which  I  ivisbed  to  collect  a  good  stock,  and  he  now  betook 
himself  to  the  rock  at  whose  base  we  generally  obtained  our  aup- 
plies.  He  had  been  some  time  gone,  and  I  had  fiuished  drestiing, 
when  I  heard  bis  voice  loudly  summoning  me  to  his  asnislancf?. 

"  Quick,  quick,  papa  I  Here's  an  immense  fish,  but  I  cannot 
master  him, — he  will  break  my  line!" 

I  ran  to  bis  help,  and  found  that  my  son,  after  having  filled  his 
bags  with  salt,  bad  thrown  out  his  line  at  the  extremity  of  a  tongue 
of  land  which  projected  into  the  waters  of  Jackal  Biver.  Tho  poor 
boy,  lying  flat  on  his  stomach,  with  arms  extended,  held  in  with 
all  hia  might  a  great  fish  which  had  caught  his  hook,  and  whose 
violent  struggles  threatened  to  drag  the  young  angler  into  the 
current.  I  immediately  caught  hold  of  the  line  with  a  firm  hand, 
and  carefully  playing  the  fish  until  his  strength  was  exhausted, 
drew  him  into  a  shallow,  whence  once  having  entered  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  escape.  I  found  him  to  be  a  noble  salmon, 
weighing  at  least  fifteen  pounds.  We  killed  him  with  a  blow  on 
the  head. 


-'  Ha,  ha,"  Haid  I,  "  tliia  is  a  capital  present  to  carry  homo  to 
■lur  manageress;  and  I  give  you  much  credit,  my  boy,  for  having 
remembered  to  bring  your  tackle  with  you." 


A  XARSDPIAL  AXIMAL. 

Enconragpd  1*7  tliew  ivnnls  of  praixo,  Kmest  iiil 
tbe  ides  had  octmrrx.^l  to  Iiirii  uii  our  iiist  jounicy 
«rheD  h«  obwired  that  thtt  brook  at  tliiti  point  kwdi 
and  he  ihowed  me  a  clozeii  sniuH  fry  whicli  lio  liml  i 
the  Million  swallowed  his  liook.  To  tiiko  hoi»i<  mii 
conidition,  I  cleaned  the  fish  and  rubticil  thcni  ovr 
the  heat  was  vei;  great.  Then  wc  dc[>»t(itc<1  thiiii 
our  aledge,  and  alUr  liaviiifir  yoked  our  uniinuls.  ' 
bj  their  protracted  repose,  wc  took  the  ronil  to  l-'iil 
When  Bcarcely  half  way  a  1  wh  lo  hK  t  ng  tl  ) 
suddenly  quitted  na  and  her  vehcn  nt  ba  k  nss  kih. 
abort  distance  from  us  a  cunou  an  mal  I  I  s 
leap  than  run      Qu  ck  hs  I     as  to    a 


louipd  \iw  thu( 
to  Tuiit -T,.«.i, 
■[iml  n-iih  lisb. 

■;i|itlirfd  lictiin- 

-  S]i.iil  ill  i:..mi 
r  with   siilt,  r.ir 

iiucli  rufrwbi'il 
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irregular  gait  disconcertod  the  accuracy  of  my  aim;  I  tiled,  ami 
missed.  Ernest,  who  hatl  had  time  to  prepare  himself,  fired  in  liis 
turn,  and  with  better  luck,  for  ho  hit  the  uninia!  jiifit  ns  it  wna 
about  to  regain  itit  grnwy  covert.  We  ran  oageily  to  the  Hpot 
where  it  tell,  and  ainod,  astonisheil  at  its  singuhir  coiitoniinlion. 
It  was  about  the  aizc  of  u  sheep;  hod  the  head  aiu\  fur  of  n  rut ; 
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longer  eani  than  a  rabbit's;  a  pouch  under  the  belly  like  tlie  npos- 
iiuin;  a  tail  large,  roun<i,  and  finn,  like  the  tiger's;  the  fore-legs, 
armed  with  very  Htrong  nails,  were  short,  and  seemed  not  fully  de- 
veloped ;  while  the  elongated  hind-legs  were  of  the  most  curiouH 
structure. 

At  first  we  could  not  determine  the  genus  to  which  the  animal 
belonged;  but  Ernest,  proud  of  his  dexterity,  was  thinking  less  of 
science  than  of  bis  success  in  bringing  down  such  a  splendid  game. 

"  Oh,  how  happy  I  aro !  What  a  lucky  shot  I  Won't  my 
brothers  be  astonished  1     And  raamraa,  what  will  she  say  ?" 

And  a  thousand  other  exclamations  bore  witness  to  his  delight. 
When  he  grew  a  little  more  composed,  we  proceeded  to  examine 
the  animal  methodically;  we  observed  the  shape  of  its  teeth,  and 
of  its  paws. 

"  From  its  teeth,"  said  Ernest,  "  it  evidently  belongs  to  the 
family  of  Rodents,  from  its  paws  to  that  of  Jumpent,  and  by  its 
abdominal  pouch  to  the  genus  Opossum." 

The  word  "  jumpers  "  was  like  a  flash  of  light. 

"  This  strange  creature,"  I  exclaimed,  "  must  be  what  in  New 
Holland  they  call  a  Kangaroo:  it  is  not  astonishing  that  we  conld 
not  identify  it  at  the  first  glance,  for  it  is  very  little  known;*  and 
at  all  events  it  must  be  of  a  larger  species  than  that  which  Captain 
Cook  describes,  and  which  the  great  navigator  discovered  in  New 
Holland." 

"  Hurrah  for  the  kai^aroo  1 "  cried  Ernest ;  "  but,  papa,  we  must 
take  care  we  do  not  spoil  the  skin;  it  will  make  a  beautiful  rng 
for  mamma's  feet  to  rest  upon." 

Consequently,  we  tied  up  our  beast  by  its  paws,  and  having  slung 
it  to  a  pole,  contrived  to  transfer  it  to  onr  sledge;  after  having 
taken  the  precaution  to  remove  the  entrails,  and  salt  it  internally, 
to  keep  it  fresh  until  our  arrival  at  home.  This  addition  to  their 
toad  did  not  at  lirst  seem  pleasing  to  our  team ;  but  a  few  handfuls 
of  fresh  grass  restored  their  courage, — they  started  off  with  in- 
creased ardour,  and  we  soon  reached  Falcon's- Nest. 

During  our  absence  my  wife  had  employed  herself  in  washing 

'Kl,  tfaongli  lni«  flnonf  h  whAD  th«  "Bw]n  Babtuon'* 
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tbe  children's  clotbes  and  linen,  which  she  had  replaced  by  tin* 
sailors'  garments  found  in  the  chest  I  had  brouglit  u])  fruin 
the  beach  a  few  days  before.  Although  thoy  were  not  at  all 
adapteil  for  my  sons,  as  far  as  their  age  and  stature  uiiglit  l)e  taken 
as  a  standard,  yet  she  haii  preferred  to  see  them  moving  about  in 
a  somewhat  grotesque  attire  to  their  going  entirely  naked.  On 
our  arrival  we  were  welcomed  by  cries  of  joy,  to  which  we  re- 
sponded with  shouts  of  laughter.  The  appearance  of  our  little 
hatnbinos  *  struck  us  as  particularly  ludicrous.  When  we  understood 
the  cause  our  laughter  ceased,  and  wo  began  to  display  our  riches. 
The  butter,  the  provisions,  and  especially  the  fish,  delighted  my 
wife;  the  strange  animal  excited  the  admiration  of  everybody.  A 
little  jealousy,  however,  was  perceptible  in  the  compliments  which 
Frederick  paid  Ernest  on  his  skill:  however,  he  w^is  sulHciently 
master  of  himself  to  conceal  it  from  eyes  less  penetrating  than  a 
father *8;  he  congratulated  his  brother  with  a  tolerably  good  grace, 
but  could  not  refrain  from  asking  the  favour  of  being  allowed  V) 
accompany  me  on  my  next  expedition. 

"  With  all  my  heart,,  my  son,"  I  replied,  "  if  it  were  only  to  re- 
ward you  for  having  conquered  an  unkind  feeling  towards  yonr 
brother.  I  have  seen  the  struggle,  and  am  proud  of  your  exertions 
to  master  it.  But  I  ought  to  explain  to  you  that  in  leaving  yuu 
here  to  protect  your  mother  and  younger  brothers,  I  gave  you  aii 
honourable  mark  of  confidence:  a  noble  heart  finds  the  puiest 
pleasure  in  the  discharge  of  its  allotted  duty,  and  sacrifices  to  it 
its  private  inclinations.  I  praise  you,  therefore,  my  dear  Frederick, 
for  having  striven  against  your  ardent  love  of  sport  and  remained 
faithful  at  the  post  where  I  had  stationed  you.  To-morrow  you 
shall  come  with  me ;  but  our  expedition  will  be  more  important, 
for,"  added  I  in  a  whisper,  to  prevent  my  wife  from  hearing,  "  I 
contemplate  a  voyage  to  the  ship  to-morrow,  and  could  not  <1u 
without  you." 

This  promise  cleared  the  gloom  from  Frederick's  brow.  We 
then  proceeded  to  dispose  in  their  places  the  various  articles  we  had 
brought  with  us:  our  cattle  we  returned  to  their  stalls,  providing 
them   with    what   they   considered  a   splendid   entertainment,   a 

*  An  Italian  name  for  a  dressed  doll  or  pupiict 
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quADtity  of  fresh  gram  Bprinklod  with  Halt:  my  wife  prppfircil  n 
portion  of  the  fish  for  onr  Huppcr,  the  reniain<ter  was  salteil  and 
stored  away  for  future  use.  A1W  dinner  I  skinned  the  kangaroo, 
or  rather,  began  to  do  so,  tor  1  was  unable  lo  finish  the  operation 
that  day.  I  hung  up  tlie  carcass  in  the  open  air,  and  dercrrcd  for 
a  day  or  two  the  task  of  Batting-  and  finioking~or,  in  othor  words. 
curing— the  flesh.  Evening  came,  and  with  it  nn  excellent  sup- 
per of  potatoes,  fish,  and  ortolans  grilled  in  their  own  fat.  After 
returning  thanks  to  God  for  another  day  of  mercies,  wc  all  ascended 
with  joyous  hear(s  to  our  I'i'd  of  verdure,  where  we  speedily  tell 
into  a  sweet  deep  sleep. 

At  the  first  shrill  clarion-notes  of  chanticleer  I  sprung  from  my 
hammock,  and,  before  waking  the  boys,  descended  in  some  anxiety 
to  the  ground,  from  a  fear  that  the  sight  oE  the  kant,'a!-oo  suspendeil 
to  a  branch  of  the  tree  might  have  inspired  our  dogs  to  fetist  upon 
the  delicacy  before  we  had  our  share.  T  was  not  miHtakcii.  As  I 
approached  the  spot  I  found,  from  the  growling  of  our  two  com- 
rades, that  ihey  were  already  at  work ;  in  fact,  they  had  contrived. 
by  jumping,  to  seiwj  the  animal's  head,  and  were  whetting  their 
sharp  teeth  upon  it  with  infinite  relish. 

"  Ho,  ho,  you  impudent  thieves,"  I  cried,  as  I  hastened  towards 
them,  armed  with  a  pliant  switch,  "  I  nni  about  to  leach  you  to 
respect  what  is  not  yours  by  right." 

I  gave  them  a  few  hearty  strokes  on  the  back,  and  the  two 
gluttons,  reluctantly  quitting  their  prey,  took  to  flight,  tvith  ter- 
rific howls,  and  concealed  themselves  iu  a  distant  corner. 

The  noise  awoke  my  wife,  who  rushed  down  the  ladder  in  much 
alarm.  She  was  quickly  reassured  on  ascertaining  the  cause. 
While  admitting  that  I  was  justified  in  chsstisiug  the  gourmands, 
her  good  heart  was  full  of  pity  towards  them,  and  I  saw  her  steal 
to  their  place  of  refuge  and  console  them  with  some  frf^fments  of 
our  evening  meal. 

I  Bet  to  work  to  strip  the  kangaroo  of  its  hcautifnl  skin,  taking 
every  possible  precaution  not  to  injure  it.  The  operation  was 
difficult  and  prolonged,  and  kept  me  fully  employcHl  until  break- 
fust.  My  children  were  up  and  about,  busied  iu  various  little 
offices  at  their  mother's  side,  who  soon  summoned  all  of  us  to 
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the  morning  meal.  I  asked  i>cmiissioii  t(»  wnsli  tiiysolf  niul  ('lian;;o 
my  garments,  for  the  process  in  wliicli  I  lind  hww  c'iii;a<^c<l  Iiad 
covered  me  with  blood,  and  I  wa8  but  a  sorr}*  R]»octai'l(*. 

AfterwardK  we  breakfasted.  I  aniiounood  tliu  uvw  e\pe«liti(in 
we  were  about  to  imdcrtakc,  and  ordered  Fn'dorick  to  ])n'|>an»  nil 
things  for  our  departure.  My  wife  saw  the  ])ri*}>arati(inK  with 
regret ;  but,  as  was  her  wont,  she  resigiuMl  herself  to  wliat  she 
conid  not  prevent. 

When  on  the  point  of  starting,  I  riMnaikod  that  Ernest  and 
Rudly  had  been  absent  some  little  time.  I  railed  them,  and  had 
begun  to  grow  alanned  at  their  disiippea ranee,  wlien  my  wife 
^$ati3fied  mc  by  saying  that  tlicy  had  undoubtedly  ^onv,  to  the 
potatO'field,  our  small  stock  being  already  nearly  exhausted.  How- 
ever, I  bade  her  reprimand  them  on  their  return,  for  tliey  ou^ht 
not  to  have  left  without  acquainting  us  witli  their  intention. 

After  a  tender  farewell,  and  an  earnest  appeal  to  my  dear  VAvaa- 
beth  to  put  all  her  trust  in  God,  who  had  hitherto  watrhed  t)ver 
us  with  so  much  g(K)dnes8  and  compassion,  Fredi'iiek  and  I  set 
out  on  the  road  to  Tent- Town,  carrying  no  other  luirthen  than  (mh 
arms,  without  which  wo  never  travelled.  We  had  alrea«ly  p:<it 
clear  of  the  wood,  and  were  ncaring  Jackal  lliver,  when  forth  sprung 
from  a  thicket  and  ran  towards  us,  shouting  merrily,  both  Ernehi 
and  Rudly.  They  acknowledged  that  when  they  heard  mc  nuMi 
tion  my  design  of  visiting  tlie  wreck,  tlufy  had  stidtin  away  witli 
the  view  of  joining  us,  an<l  accompanying  us  on  our  expedition. 
which  promise<l  so  much  i)lciLsure. 

I  received  the  young  rascals  with  an  air  of  great  severity,  and  by 
no  means  gave  them  such  a  welcome  as  tliey  had  anticipated. 

"  If  you  had  asked  me  in  a  straightforward  manner  at  FaleonV- 
Nest,  I  might  probably  have  permitted  one  of  you  to  accompany 
us;  but  now  it  is  impossible — your  mother  is  alone,  and  if  you 
did  not  return  in  a  few  minutes,  judge  how  great  would  be  her 
anxiety  on  your  account !  As  you  have  acted  like  thoughtless 
boys,  you  must  put  up  with  the  consequences.  Go  back  tt>  Falc<m's- 
Nest  as  quickly  as  you  can,  and  confess  yonr  cseapaile  to  your 
mother;  and  tell  h(;r,  at  the  same  time,  that  from  the  nature  ol  our 
work  aboard  the  wreck,  it  is  probable  we  may  not  return  to-day, 
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but  tbat  she  need  not  be  alarmed — 1  Iiave  taken  every  prccautiun 
lor  our  safety." 

My  two  boys  listened  to  their  itentence  with  drooping  heads  and 
a  confused  air. 

"  l^at  your  journey  so  far  [roni  home  niay  not  turn  out  alto- 
gether useleft),"  I  continued,  "  you  can  make  a  detour,  and  return 
by  way  of  the  potato-field.  Fill  your  bagH,  and  carry  them  back 
to  Falcon's -Nest,  but  don't  dally  about  too  long:  remember  that 
your  mother  is  easily  alarmed.     Get  home  before  noim." 

They  promised,  and  with  full  hearts  were  on  (he  [wint  of  leav- 
ing, when  I  bade  Frederick  hand  over  to  Ernest  his  silver  watch, 
that  the  time  might  not  slip  by  without  their  knowing  it;  and  I 
promised  Frederick  one  of  gold  when  we  reached  the  shiji,  for  I 
knew  there  was  a  whole  case  of  wntchcs  on  board.  This  aiTange- 
ment,  and  the  delight  of  possessing  a  watch,  somewhat  consoled 
the  two  fugitives  j  and  they  departeil,  proniising  implicit  attention 
to  my  orders.  Frederick  and  I  hastened  onward  to  the  cove  where 
our  boat  was  iiiooied,  and  after  getting  her  afloat,  propelled  her 
into  the  current  with  the  help  of  a  couple  of  stout  poles,  and 
were  borne  rapidly  to  the  side  of  the  wreck. 

My  first  care,  after  fastening  up  our  boat,  waa  to  device  some 
more  effective  means  of  transport,  inasmuch  as  our  crazy  craft 
could  not  carry  all  that  I  wished  to  remove  on  this,  which  was 
probably  my  last,  expedition.  Frederick  threw  out  a  suggestion, 
to  wliieli  I  paid  due  attention ;  he  reminded  me  that  the  sav^es 
constructed  a  rude  kind  of  raft  by  simjily  binding  together  some 
trunks  of  trees,  and  supporting  them  with  skins  in  the  shape  of 
bladders,  and  filled  with  air.  We  had  no  such  vessels,  it  was  true, 
but  we  had  a  large  quantity  of  empty  casks,  which,  as  they  were 
consequently  filled  with  air,  might  prove  an  excellent  substitute. 
Immediately  we  set  to  work ;  the  casks,  twelve  in  number,  were 
securely  bunged,  and  thrown  into  the  water,  between  the  side  of 
the  wreck  and  our  old  boat;  upon  them  we  deposited  a  platform 
of  long  planks,  which  we  had  previously  fastened  together  with 
ropes  and  some  pieces  of  wood.  We  raisod  all  arouud  a  bulwark 
of  about  two  feet  in  height,  and  thus  found  ourselves  provided  with 
a  substantial  raft,  capable  of  carrying  every  kind  of  article. 


THE  RJUT  AND  ITS  CARGO. 


v\:\ 


This  ardaoui  labour  occupied  the  whole  day.  We  m'nrcoly  left 
off  to  lunch  very  hurriedly  on  a  niorHcl  of  cold  meat,  wliirh  my 
wife  had  placed  in  our  hnntiug-bagH.  ExhaiiKted  with  fatigue, 
we  retired,  aa  Boon  as  night  canio  on,  to  the  captaiu'H  cabin;  but 
Mi  without  fint  examining  tho  ship,  and  ansuring  ourM^IveK  that 
no  immediate  danger  was  to  be  apprehended.  Sti*etched  njion 
dastic  mattresses,  which  our  uncomfortable  hanimoeks  had  ahnoht 
driren  from  our  memory,  wo  enjoyed  a  most  (Ich'ghtiul  repose. 

At  daybreak,  after  pouring  out  our  gratitude  to  Providence  for 
Inring  protected  our  sleep  and  recruited  our  strength ,  we  rase  i'ull 
of  energy  and  ardour,  and  began  to  load  our  raft. 

First  we  cleared  out  the  cabin  in  which  wo  had  passed  tlie  night. 
I  thought  my  wife  would  be  heartily  delighted  to  receive  thu 
different  articles  which  had  fonnerly  belonged  to  us.  We  visited 
efery  comer  of  the  vessel,  detaching,  with  hammer  ami  pincers, 
whatever  we  could  remove ;  furniture,  chests,  windows,  do<)rs :  wc 
regarded  everything  as  fair  plunder,  because*!  some  day  or  otiier  it 
night  all  prove  useful.  Though  the  ship's  crew  liad  carried  off 
their  principal  valuables,  wc  nevertheless  found  a  store  of  abundant 
wealth — some  cases  of  jewellery,  and  bags  fidl  of  gold  and  silver 
coins ;  these  we  were  at  first  tempted  to  seize  upon,  but  objects  ot 
greater  utility  and  more  real  interest  obtained  the  preference.  1 
only  permitted  Frederick  to  take  a  few  watdies,  partly  to  re]>hice 
his  own,  and  partly  that  from  time  to  time  I  miglit  reward  my 
boys  with  a  present  I  knew  they  would  appreciate.  The  carpen- 
ters and  armourer's  chests,  filled  with  all  kinds  of  tools,  seemed 
to  us  infinitely  preferable  to  these  glittering  trifles,  these  barren 
riches ;  and  especially  did  I  value  a  small  box  which  contained 
tome  slips  of  our  European  fruit-trees,  carefully  packed  up  in  moss, 
and  ready  for  immediate  planting. 

Among  these  precious  shrubs  I  recognized,  with  indescribable 
joy,  the  pear,  and  the  apple,  and  the  orange,  the  almond,  the  peach, 
the  plum,  and  tho  chestnut,  and,  finally,  a  few  shoots  of  the  vine. 
We  transported  them  to  our  raft,  as  well  as  several  bags  of  grain, 
such  as  maize,  oats,  pease,  lentils ;  numerous  implements,  for  the 
ship's  cargo  having  been  intended  for  the  supply  of  a  young  colony, 
we  found  a  host  of  useful  articles — a  grindstone,  all  the  fittings- up 
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of  a  gmith's  forge,  a  plough,  various  agricultural  machines,  and  a 
quantity  of  lead,  iron,  and  copper.  To  all  this  wealth  we  added 
a  great  fishing-net,  the  ship's  compass,  and  its  binnacle,  and  a 
harpoon  with  a  couple  of  reels,  such  as  is  used  in  the  whale-fishery. 
Frederick  asked  me  to  take  this  harpoon,  and  to  attach  one  of  the 
reels  to  the  fore-part  of  our  boat,  that  we  might  be  in  a  position 
to  strike  at  a  sliark  if  one  presented  himself  on  our  homeward 
voyage. 

There  was  still  a  host  of  articles  to  be  carried  in  the  boat ;  but 
both  our  craft  were  in  due  time  so  heavily  loaded  that  it  would 
have  been  imprudent  to  increase  their  cargoes.  Before  starting 
we  fastened  a  stout  towing-rope  to  our  raft,  and  then  loosening 
our  sheet,  and  bidding  farewell  to  the  pillaged  wreck,  we  began  to 
row  laboriously  and  slowly  towards  the  shore. 

Soon,  however,  the  wind  rose,  and  swelling  out  our  canvas,  con- 
siderably lightened  our  toil.  Still  our  progress  was  slow;  the 
floating  mass  which  we  towed  in  our  rear  retarded  our  bark.  Fre- 
derick, standing  at  the  bow,  was  attentively  observing  a  strange 
body  which  seemed  to  swim  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  He  called 
out  to  me  to  port  the  helm,  that  he  might  satisfy  himself  as  to  itK 
nature.  I  steered  aside  as  he  desired ;  but  at  the  same  moment 
1  heard  the  whirr  of  the  cord  upon  the  reel,  and  our  boat  trembled 
under  a  strong  shock,  quickly  followed  by  another. 

**  Frederick  1  my  boy!"  I  exclaimed,  "what  are  you  doing? 
We  shall  be  capsized  !" 

"  I  have  struck  it !  I  have  got  it  I "  shouted  Frederick ;  "  it 
cannot  escape  us." 

"But  what  is  it?" 

"  A  turtle,  father,  an  enormous  turtle !  I  hurled  the  harpoon 
at  it,  and  with  such  good  luck,  that  I  hit  it  in  the  neck." 

And  truly  I  could  see  the  steel  of  the  harpoon  gleaming  in  the 
distance,  while  the  wounded  turtle  fled  away  rapidly,  dragging  us 
after  it  by  means  of  the  rope  fastened  to  our  boat.  I  lowered  the 
sail  immediately,  and  sprang  forward  to  the  bow,  to  cut  the  rope, 
and  let  the  turtle  go  where  it  would ;  but  Frederick  begged  me 
to  do  nothing,  assuring  me  that  there  was  no  danger,  and  that  if 
any  threatened,  he  himself  would  sever  the  cable.     I  consented, 


T*>WEI>  AsHOP.E  ■ 


ihoDzfi  iritli  KRiM  reluct.»:i-v. 
ward  l>y  the  tutinul.  h]i--^^%-i 
Ktren^h;  but  •«  vt  wvn-  ihu 
wiTil,  I  applinl  iuT!>eIi.  l-y  inva 
tlie  t«.Hk  of  keeping  our  i—ai 
that  n  blow  a^iiut  her  Lr.-d-l 
capsize  bcr. 

At  the  eoil  of  a  fvw  iiiitr:t-' 
Rnductor  flumged  hw  tiiuru-,  a 
fur  the  open  so.-     To  iLi 
«e  could  not  cDimcui :  I  ihn 
tore  boUted  my  B*il,  aud  iti 
mini    blowing    in-iihore,    it 

TIm   turtle  then 

pwliUed  towarils  tli 

Towed 
tlii»  convenicnl 
fuliion,    we 
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current  like  an  arrow;  and  keeping  a  little  to  the  left,  we  grounded 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Falcon's- Nest,  in  shallow  water,  where, 
fortunately,  there  was  no  reef.  The  turtle,  fatigued  with  swim- 
ming, was  brought  up  on  the  strand.  I  sprang  from  the  boat, 
and,  axe  in  hand,  hastened  to  terminate  the  agonies  of  the  poor 
creature  which  had  so  miraculously  conducted  us  into  a  safe  har- 
bour. I  severed  the  rope,  and  as  the  turtle  still  struggled  with  great 
fury,  cut  off  its  head  and  feet,  and  completed  our  conquest. 

Frederick  indulged  in  a  succession  of  hearty  shouts,  and  an- 
nounced our  arrival  by  firing  off  his  musket.  These  welcome 
signals  brought  our  family  to  the  spot,  much  surprised  to  find  us 
on  that  side  of  the  island,  and  absolutely  astounded  at  the  riches 
we  had  conveyed,  and  at  the  manner  in  which  the  turtle  had  ex- 
pedited our  voyage. 

After  receiving  the  congratulations  of  my  dear  ones,  my  first 
thought  was  to  send  for  the  sledge,  that  we  might  immediately 
remove  a  portion  of  the  cargo  to  Falcon's-Nest.  My  wife,  accom- 
panied by  the  two  younger  boys,  started  off  to  harness  the  ass 
and  cow ;  and  as  the  ebbing  tide  began  to  leave  our  bark  high 
and  dry  upon  the  shore,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
ftioor  her  securely.  With  the  screw-jack  and  a  couple  of  lovers, 
we  hoisted  off  the  raft  two  blocks  of  lead,  which  served  instead  of 
anchors ;  and  thus,  with  some  strong  cables,  we  contrived  to  moor 
not  only  the  boat,  but  the  raft  also. 

As  soon  as  the  sledge  arrived,  we  loaded  it  in  the  first  place  with 
the  dead  turtle — a  task  of  no  ordinary  difficulty,  as  it  weighed 
fully  three  hmidred  pounds ;  with  some  mattresses,  small  chests, 
and  other  miscellaneous  articles.  Our  first  convoy  we  escorted  to 
Falcon's-Nest,  in  high  spiiits.  On  the  road  the  children  plied  us 
with  a  thousand  questions  in  reference  to  our  treasures,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  cases  of  jewellery  left  aboard  the  wreck,  for  Frederick 
had  already  chattered  about  them.  On  our  declaring  that  we 
preferred  things  of  real  utility  to  these  dangerous  frivolities,  Rudly 
expressed  his  great  regret  that  Frederick  had  not  brought  him  a 
few  gold  and  silver  snuff-boxes  for  the  rare  seeds  of  which  he  wished 
to  form  a  collection. 

Little  Fritz  added : 


A  REOAL  nANQUKT.  ir.7 

"  Ami  at  all  ervnta  you  mif-lil  hnvc  lin>ii|;lit  mo  ti  Ikik  nf  iiir>iii  y, 
Kwx  you  mw  such  lots  of  it,  anil  then  1  uiiiM  l>iiy  molu'  h|>iri.'- 
Mkea  and  gingerbiead  when  rnir-tinic  coiiich." 

EveTybody  jeited  at  the  little  diiuplu  MIuw,  who  liiiiiM-ir  Inignii 
to  laugh  at  hia  foolish  speech. 

Having  arrived  at  our  establishment,  I  Icgnn  to  ilctmh  tlic 
tartle  from  its  shell,  in  order  that  wc  iiii^'lit  prolit  by  itn  cxirlkiit 
fle«fa.  We  turned  it  ovur  on  its  butk,  mid  iirojij.iiiy  it  u  liltir  mi 
one  side,  I  serered  with  my  hotcliet  the  oartilagiii  wliiih  conmiti'il 
the  upi^er  sbell  with  the  lower  portion ;  the  foniicr  iH  iiiiiiii.'i1  the 
earapaee,  the  latter  the  jilatlroii.  I  cut  from  tlio  nniiiial  a  snilicioiit 
quantity  for  our  dinner,  and  desired  my  wife  to  fonk  il,  nrlding 
that  it  would  require  no  other  Hcawuing  than  a  little  .suit. 

Hy  wife,  who  always 
feltslittle  repugnance  to- 
wards the  uewmcata  with 
whid)  we  were  forced  to 
novrishoursclvcs,  wanted 
to  remove  the  grneii 
transparent  fat  hanging 
all  about  it. 

"  Take  care  what  ytm  a 
the  gooduMs  of  our  roBHt : 
own  yon  never  |iiirtook  o 


I  finished  luy  work  on  iho  turtle,  ri^iii.ivpil  all  the  sin- 
the  remainder  of  the  fti'^li  with  suit,  and  S\uuff  the  fi^^t,  head,  iind 
tail  to  the  dogs,  who  fully  n{i)ireciiited  the  gilt. 

"  Now,"  Huid  I  to  niy  8<hiii,  "  what  Hhall  we  dowilh  the  sIk-II?" 

"  Oh,  papa,"  cried  Uudly,  "  give  it  to  me  I     f  will  make  n  yrutiy 
little  boat  to  go  xnilinjir  down  the  strenni." 

"  II  it  were  mine,"  said  KhlpsI,  "  I  woulil  convert  it  into  a 
buckler,  to  bo  of  service  in  case  of  any  nttaek  from  savngeM." 

"Anil  I."  addeil  lilllc  Fritz,  "would  ninke  a  beautiful  little 
house." 

"  You  forget,  my  lads."  said  l-'ri'deriik.  mildly,  "  Ihitt  tin-  a[H>ils 
of  the  animal  belong  to  him  whu  killed  it." 
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"  And,  indeed,  the  shell  it  fairly  yours,"  I  remarked ;  "  but  what 
will  you  do  with  it?" 

"  I  would  convert  it  into  a  basin,  papa,  and  fix  it  here  quite  cIosb 
to  the  bank  of  the  stream,  that  my  mother  might  always  have  clean 
water  within  convenient  reach." 

"  Well  thought  of,  my  son  I  You  have  considered  the  general 
welfare,  and  not  merely  your  individual  gratification.  Well,  we 
will  fix  our  basin  as  soon  as  we  can  find  some  clay  fit  for  cementing 
it  in  its  intended  place." 

"  That  is  found  already,"  cried  Rudly  ;  "  I  made  the  discovery 
in  your  absence," 

"  And  I  also  made  a  discovery ,"  shouted  Ernest,  "  and  one  of 
far  greater  interest ;  at  least,  I  believe  so.  I  have  found  some  roots 
very  like  Tadishes  ;  the  plant,  however,  has  rather  the  cliaracter  of 
a  ihrub  than  a  herb ;  and  I  did  not  dare  to  taste  the  inviting- 
looking  roots,  though  our  pig  fed  heartily  upon  them." 

"  You  acted  wisely,  my  dear  boy,  for  there  are  many  plaiils 
which  would  nut  injure  the  bow,  and  yet  would  prove  harmful  to 
men.     But  let  ns  look  at  your  discovery." 

Hehrougbtniea  dozen  large  rootaofthcshapeandcolourofbectroot. 

"  Oh,  my  boys,  if  my  science  is  not  utterly  at  fault,  I  think  that 


Krnest  has  made  a  dist 


rery  of  the  highest  importance,  and  which 
alone,  with  the  help  of 
the  potato,  would  preserve 
us  from  famine.  This 
root,  my  dear  Ernest,  is 
the  manioc,  or  yam,  from 
which  the  Indiana  prepare 
a  kind  of  bread  called  cas- 
sava. Used  directly  it  is 
removed  from  the  ground, 
the  manioc  becomes  a  vio- 
lent poison ;  but  when  its 
poisonous  juico  has  been 
extracted  by  pressure,  it 
affords  an  aliment  as  agree- 
able   aa  it   is  substantial. 


AN  AGREEABLE  RE!im>ItATIVE.  u;u 

We  shall  try  it  hereftfter ;  at  prescut  let  us  occupy  ourselves  in 

fltoiing  our  proYisions/' 

We  returned  with  our  sledge  to  the  sea-shore,  so  as  to  procure  a 

■eoond  cargo  before  evening,  and  meanwhile  tny  wife  gut  ready  uur 

rapper. 

On  the  road,  my  eldest  son,  whose   mind  still  dwelt  on   his 

momiug's  capture,  asked  me  some  questions  res|K>ctiiig  the  huhits 

of  the  turtle.     I  informed  him  that,  ns  far  as  T  could  ju<lgc,  the 

animal  which  his  skill  had  conquered  did  not  yield  the  transiiarent 
and  beautifully -coloured  substance  known  ns  torttiise-shell,  and 
that,  therefore,  wo  need  not  mind  converting;  its  carapace  to  the 
purpose  he  had  suggested ;  that  the  valuable  ppnluct  which  fonns 
AO  important  a  commercial  staple  belonge<l  to  a  species  of  turtle 
called  the  caretla,  whose  flesh  was  not  edible ;  that  the  tortoise- 
shell,  divided  into  regularly-shaped  pieces  over  the  entire  carapace, 
was  removed  by  fire  or  boiling- water,  an<l  after  uinlergoing  various 
processes,  displayed  the  fine  ix)lish  and  agreeable  shades  for  which 
it  was  so  remarkable. 

Having  reached  the  raft,  we  placeil  on  our  sledge  the  chests 
brought  from  the  wreck  which  contained  our  own  effects,  the  tool- 
boxes, some  cart-wheels,  and  a  small  hand-mill — the  latter  appear- 
ing to  me  of  immediate  utility  since  the  supposed  discovery  of  the 
manioc.  Tlie  work  of  loading  over,  we  returned  as  quickly  as 
possible  to  our  residence,  where  an  excellent  supper  awaited  us. 
We  all  seated  ourselves  at  table ;  the  turtle  flesh,  roasted  and 
basted  with  its  own  fat,  proveil  a  delicious  dish ;  and  some  smok- 
ing hot  potatoes  served  instead  of  bread.  The  supper  ended,  my 
wife  said  with  a  smile, — 

"  My  poor  Albert,  these  last  two  days  have  almost*  spent  you 
with  fatigue ;  I  must  give  you  something  to  restore  your 
strength." 

She  rose,  and  from  a  cool  shady  corner  brought  forth  a  small 
bottle  and  a  few  glasses ;  the  latter  she  filled  to  the  brim  with  an 
amber-coloured  wine,  and  handed  one  to  each  of  us.  It  proved  to 
be  the  finest  Malaga  wine  I  had  ever  tasted,  which  the  previous 
evening  she  had  fallen  in  with  while  walking  on  the  shore.  Ob- 
serving a  small,  neat,  and  hermetically  sealed  case,  she  had  trans- 
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.  ported  it,  with  her    uons'  assistance,  to    the  foot  of  our  aerial 
chateau,  where  she  had  covered  it  with  leaves  and  moss  to  keep  it 

The  precious  nectar  bo  recruited  our  energies  that  before  retir- 
ing to  rest  we  resolved  to  remove  to  our  exalted  sleeping-chamber 
the  mattresses  we  had  brought  ashore.  We  hauled  them  up  by  the 
pulley,  and  my  wife,  who  bad  previously  ascended,  arranged  them 
in  our  hammocks,  where,  after  our  customary  evening  devotions, 
W0  speedily  fell  into  a  sound  and  invigorating  sleep. 


I  rose  before  day,  and  while  my  family  still  slept,  dressed  my- 
self, and  descended  without  noiee.  It  was  my  intention  to  visit 
the  shore,  as  I  was  somewhat  uneasy  about  the  possible  injury  the 
tide  might  have  done  my  two  boats  during  the  night. 

At  the  foot  of  the  ladder  I  found  our  cattle  and  live  stock  all 
astir :  the  dogs  gambolled  merrily  around  me,  the  cocks  crowed 
and  flapped  their  wingM,  the  goats  nibbled  at  the  dewy  grass ;  but 
as  for  our  Iss,  the  only  animal  I  was  then  in  want  of,  he  was  still 
ivrflpped  in  the  delights  of  repose,  and  appeared  but  moderately 
pleased  with  the  preference  I  showed  in  waking  bim  to  accompany 
me  on  my  projected  morning  walk.  Despite,  however,  of  his  re- 
pugnai>ce,  I  harneNseil  him  to  tlie  sledge,  and  followed  by  my  dogs, 
started  for  the  beach. 


THE  TOUTHFrL  SLUGGARDS.  1T1 

I  was  much  delighted  to  find  that  the  InviIs  lia>I  «iu<>tAin"  i  no 
damage,  neither  from  the  violence  of  the  waves  nor  the  rWiu'j"f  t!i** 
tide  :  the  masBes  of  lead  with  which  I  ha*!  mfm,r»:^\  t}i*;iii  h;t<l 
efiectually  prevented  them  from  shifting. 

Without  delay  I  loaded  the  bledge;  only  in<-!<::rat*.']y.  ]i"W-er<rr, 
aa  I  did  not  wish  to  knock  up  our  honest  '*  Neddy."  aij<i  was  in  a 
hurry  to  return  to  FalconVXest.  So  quickly  diil  I  i;:i.'t  t}irou;;h 
my  work,  and  with  so  much  good- will  did  Ne«ii!y  trut  al'iiir.  I 
reached  home  hefore  breakfast.  But  what  wiis  my  ^urj.ri-^.-  to  see 
none  of  my  family,  and  not  to  hear  a  S4^uii<l !  In  a  btate  of 
great  anxiety  I  climbed  the  tree,  to  find  every IkhU-  Ktill  fa.-«t  a-k'^ii! 
The  noise  which  I  made  in  entering  our  a«-riul  tent  arousf*<l  my 
wife,  who,  annoyed  and  aaliamed  that  blic  had  overslept  herM;]!', 
exclaimed : — 

"  There  must  have  been  souic  magic  spell  concealed  in  the 
niattrensoo  which  you  brought  us  yesterday !  I  nt-ver  before  slfpt 
■o  ■onndly;  and  you  see  they  have  had  the  same  effect  upon  our 
young  people,  who  generally  wake  with  the  dawn." 

And  as  she  spoke,  the  latter  yawned,  stretched  their  arms, 
rubbed  their  eyes,  and  began  to  stir. 

"  Come,  boys,  come,'*  I  shouted,  **  look  sharp ;  iiUeness  is  an 
enemy  to  wliom  wo  must  give  no  quarter  ;  the  more  we  yield  to 
him  the  more  will  he  impose  upon  us.  Brave  boys  ought  to 
rise  at  the  first  summons,  and  spring  immediately  from  their  betls." 
Frederick  was  the  fii-st  on  his  feet;  and  Ernest,  according  to  his 
usual  slothful  habits,  the  last.  I  rcprimandeil  him  gently,  and 
besought  him  to  conquer  a  lethargic  disposition,  which  would  in 
time  destroy  not  only  the  vigour  of  his  body  but  the  energy  of  his 
mind. 

As  soon  as  all  had  desccndeil,  we  joined  in  our  usual  morning 
devotions;  and  after  a  frugal  and  somewhat  hurried  breakfast, 
started  for  the  beach  to  continue  the  unloading  of  our  raft.  We 
manage<l  two  journeys  in  succession ;  but  as  I  saw  the  tide  was 
rising,  I  sent  back  my  wife,  Ernest,  and  Fritz,  to  our  settlement, 
keeping  with  me  Frederick  and  Rudly,  who  showed  an  anxious 
desire  to  wait  in  the  boat  until  it  was  HoattMl  by  th<^  waves,  and 
I  took  her  back  to  her  onlinary  moorings  in  Safely  Bay. 
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It  was  not  long  before  we  felt  ourselves  afloat ;  but  instead  of 
steering  for  the  Bay,  I  was  teotpted  by  the  beauty  of  the  weather 
and  the  calmness  of  the  sea  to  make  a  short  course  to  the  wrecked 
ship.  We  quickly  reached  it.  The  day,  however,  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced for  us  to  obtain  any  considerable  load ;  we  could  only  catch 
up,  in  hot  hastfl,  the  objects  easiest  of  conveyance.  My  sons  tra- 
versed the  entire  vessel ;  Kudly  reappeared  rolling  along,  with  a 
great  noise,  a  wheelbarrow,  which,  he  said,  would  be  of  much 
service  in  carrying  potatoes  to  Falcon's -Nest.  But  Frederick's 
tidings  were  of  more  importance.  Between  decks  he  had  lighted 
upon  a  beautiful  pinnace — a  kind  of  boat  with  a  square  prow — 
taken  to  pieces,  and  supplied  with  all  needful  rigging,  as  well  as 
with  a  couple  of  small  cannon  to  amn  her.  At  this  announcement 
I  abandoned  everything  to  ascertain  its  correctness.  And  right 
pleased  was  I  to  see  a  heap  of  numbered  planks,  arranged  in  order, 
un  the  keel,  already  constructed,  of  the  little  bark ;  nothing  was 
missing!  I  recognized  the  great  importance  of  having  such  a 
boat  in  our  possession ;  but  could  we  do  aught  with  it?  How 
should  we  rebuild  it — a  work  of  imraenBO  labour  whiL-li  would 
occupy  many  days — and  how,  above  all,  should  we  launch  it  ?  The 
recollection  of  the  excessive  toil  which  it  had  cost  us  to  finish  our 
poor  tub-boat  induced  me  to  renounce,  at  least  for  the  time,  so 
difficult  an  enterprise.  I  returned  to  our  cargo ;  it  was  chiefly 
composed  of  household  utensils  and  similar  articles  of  utility — such 
as  a  great  copper  caldron,  a  few  iron  trays,  some  tobacco- graters, 
two  grindstones,  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  another  of  gun-flints,  and, 
as  you  will  suppose,  Budly's  wheelbarrow.  I  had  found  two  others, 
which  we  likewise  carried  away;  and  loaded  with  all  this  booty, 
we  quickly  hoisted  sail,  to  avoid  being  surprised  by  the  land-breeze 
that  arose  every  evening,  and  would  have  hindered  our  speedy  retnm. 

As  we  drew  gently  near  the  shore,  we  were  greatly  surprised  to 
see  a  troop  of  little  creatures  ranged  in  a  row  along  the  very 
margin  of  the  sand,  and  regarding  us,  apparently,  witli  intense 
curiosity.  They  were  clothed  in  black,  with  long  vests  of  a  dirty 
white  ;  their  arms  hung  loosely  at  their  side,  or  at  intervals  were 
extended  in  an  almost  affectionate  manner,  as  if  they  would  fain 
have  embraced  ns  fraternally. 
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"  I  think,"  said  I,  laughing,  "wo  must  live  in  (he  land  of  t]u> 
Pygmiefi;  they  haye  at  length  diHCOvcrod  their  Ktrnnge  visitors, 
and  hare  oome  hither  to  hid  us  welcome." 

"  No,  papa/'  said  Rudly,  "  they  arc  Liliputiniis,  though  tlioy 
wem  to  me  rather  larger  than  those  of  whom  I  have  read  in 
history." 

**  Ab  if  the  romance  of  *  Gullivcr*H  Travels '  wore  liistorv !  "  ex- 
claimed  Frederick,  jestingly. 

**  Well,  then,  they  are  pygmies,  as  papa  kjivs." 
"The  one  is  no  more  true  than  the  other,"  I  rejoined;  "all 
those  stories  of  peoples  excessively  small  of  stature  are  the  in- 
ventions of  the  old  voyagers,  who  probably  mistook  sonu;  troops 
of  apes  for  dwarfed  men,  or  were  willing  they  hIiouIiI  pass  as 
such,  that  they  might  have  a  wonderful  yarn  to  toll  their  friends 
on  returning  home." 

"  The  same  is  likely  to  bo  the  ease  Avith  ofw  py^niios,  papa," 
said  Frederick;  "  for  I  begin  to  see  they  have  birds'  beaks;  and  the 
arms  which  they  stretch  out  so  amorously  are  a  kind  of  wing, 
though  certainly  very  short." 

**  You  are  right,  my  mn ;  they  are  penguins,  birds  of  the  hfKthif 
genus,  as  Ernest  formerly  told  us.  Now,  the  penguin  is  a  capital 
swimmer,  but  he  cannot  fly,  and  on  land  he  is  deprived  of  all 
means  of  escaping  attack." 

Thus  speaking,  I  steered  in-shoro,  gently  and  noiselessly,  to 
avoid  frightening  the  birds.  But  scarcely  had  I  reached  a  con- 
▼cnicnt  place,  than,  behold  !  Master  Rudly  springs  from  the  deck, 
wading  in  the  water  up  to  his  knees.  He  approaches  the  con- 
fused penguins,  and  with  a  stick  strikes  right  and  loft  at  the 
poor  foolish  birds.  He  brought  down  half  a  dozen,  an<l  the  others, 
astounded  by  so  shameful  a  reception,  flung  themselves  into  the 
sea,  and  quickly  disappeared  from  sight.  I  scolded  Rudly  a  little 
for  so  precipitately  jumping  into  the  water,  and  incurring  the  risk 
of  drowning  for  so  little  gain ;  since  the  penguin's  flesh,  though 
covered  with  fat,  is  by  no  means  good  eating. 

Wliile  wo  Avere  mooring  our  boat,  some  of  the  birds,  which  had 
only  been  stunned,  rose,  and  stAlkc<l  gravely  across  the  sand  to 
reach  the  sea.     Of  course  we  opposed  their  retreat.     We  seizo*! 
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them  with  the  utmost  ease ;  bound  their  legs  with  stout  grass,  and 
having  filled  our  three  wheel-barrows  with  the  handiest  articles, 
not  forgetting  the  graters  and  iron-plates,  we  added  the  results  of 
Rudly's  semi-aquatic  hunt,  and  set  off  for  Falcon's-Nest. 

On  approaching  our  residence,  I  was  gratified  to  find  that  our 
brave  dogs  gave  notice,  by  prolonged  barking,  that  visitors  were  at 
hand.  As  soon,  however,  as  they  recognized  the  strangers  of 
whose  airival  they  had  given  notice,  they  manifested  their  noisy 
joy  by  leaps,  and  jumps,  and  endless  gambols.  Everybody 
hastened  to  meet  us.  Our  stores  were  subjected  to  a  prolonged 
and  curious  examination ;  they  laughed  a  little  at  my  tobacco- 
graters,  but  as  I  had  an  idea  in  my  head  I  let  them  laugh.  The 
living  penguins  I  wanted  to  add  to  our  poultry-yard,  and  I 
instructed  my  children  to  tie  them  securely  by  one  foot  each  to  a 
goose  or  a  duck — although  neither  were  very  well  pleased  with  the 
enforced  companionship,  and  it  was  some  time  before  a  harmonious 
understanding  prevailed  among  them. 

My  wife  showed  us  a  plentiful  provision  of  potatoes  which  had 
been  dug  up  during  my  absence ;  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  the  roots 
which,  the  evening  before,  I  had  pronounced  to  be  the  manioc. 
Assisted  by  her  two  children  she  had  collected  all  these  supplies, 
and  I  warmly  commended  their  thoughtfol  activity. 

Afterwards  we  supped,  and  conversed  of  the  things  still 
remaining  in  the  ship,  and  particularly  of  the  pinnace  we  had  been 
forced  to  abandon.  My  wife  did  not  share  our  regrets  upon  this 
one  point — she  had  always  regarded  our  maritime  adventures  with 
repugnance;  however,  she  owned  that  her  anxiety  would  be 
diminished  if  we  were  provided  with  a  small  sea-worthy  boat  like 
the  pinnace. 

The  day  being  far  advanced,  we  made  our  usual  evening  pre- 
parations ;  but  before  retiring  to  rest  I  said  to  my  sons: — 

"  Wake  in  good  time  to-morrow,  gentlemen,  for  I  want  to  teach 
you  a  new  trade." 

"  Oh,  what  is  it,  ^mpa  ?  "  they  all  exclaimed ;  "  what  kind  of 
trade?" 

"  You  shall  know  in  the  morning :  now  go  to  sleep." 

The  night  passed  quietly ;  and  at  the  first  faint  dawn  of  day 
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curioMty  roused  my  boy*  fnmi  their  beds — rousoil  vvvu  tlic 
indifferent  Ernest,  whoso  slothfuhicsb  bud  becunio  ]in>vc'rbial 
anion^  us. 

"  Papa,  the  trade!"  they  excluiiiicd,  iis  soon  us  iUvy  t'iiund  inc 
awake. 

*'  The  new  trade !  You  ar«  guiiig  to  loani  it  at  unci' ;  cuiuo 
aJon^,  my  boys,  and  I  will  touch  it  tu  you.' 

Wc  soon  found  ourselves  on  terra  Jirma^  nii«l  wIh'u  all  our  littlu 
pre^iarations  were  completed  1  Kuid  to  my  suuk,  Avho  watched  my 
movements  with  ill-ditiguised  inipatieuco, — 

^*  Gentlemen,  the  new  trade  L  am  going  to  teach  you  is  that  of 
a  Uker." 

They  all  stood  astonishc<l. 

*•  What !  a  baker?  "  inquired  my  wile,  fnMU  whom  \  Iiad  carefully 
concealed  my  project;  "a  baker?  And  wliere,  Alhort,  is  your 
mill  to  grind  the  barley?  and  where  youi-  oven  to  bake  the  hread  ? 
And,  first  of  all,  where  is  your  flour? " 

"  All  shall  appear  in  due  time,"  replied  I ;  "  only  he  calm,  bo 
composed;  just  at  present  1  require  two  medium- sized  bags  of 
sailcloth,  if  you  will  get  them  ready;  trust  all  tlie  rest  to 
me. 

She  obeyed ;  but  before  she  began  a  stitch  I  saw  her  place  on 
the  fire  a  laige  potful  of  potatoes;  from  which  circumstance  I 
gathered  that  she  had  but  little  faith  in  my  success.  Meanwhile, 
my  sons  brought  me  some  of  the  manioc  roots,  which  had  been 
well  washed  and  thoroughly  cleaned.  Then  I  stretched  upon  the 
ground  a  large  sail,  and  giving  to  each  of  my  sons  a  tobacco-grater 
(which  I  had  likewise  waslicd)  and  a  few  roots,  I  set  to  work,  and, 
imitating  my  example,  all  grated  their  roots  with  the  utmost 
assiduity,  taking  care  that  the  manioc  fell  upon  the  sail.  In  a 
few  minutes  each  had  before  him  a  little  heap  of  what  looked 
like  damp  sawdust,  and  certainly  prcsente<l  no  very  attractive 
appearance ;  but  the  lads  were  well  pleased  with  their  work,  and 
entered  into  a  vigorous  competition. 

"  Here  are  some  capital  raspings !  "  shouted  Ernest,  with  a  burst 
of  laughter ;  "  bread  maile  out  of  these  will  bo  something 
i^upcrlutivc ! " 
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"  It  is  the  first  time,"  said  Kudly,  in  tlie  same  tone,  "  that  eve 
1  heard  of  bread  made  oat  of  ttcrapcd  radishes." 

"  I  can't  say  I  like  the  smell,'"  added  little  Fritz,  who  rasped  o 
grated  away,  however,  with  astoniahing  ardour. 


<CY. 


"  Lnnph  ns  you  will,  jfcTitleiiicn,"  I  ropHcil ;  "  have  your  qui]>s, 
nnd  your  jokes,  and  your  jests — your  judgmeiit  I  will  ask  licro- 
ftfter.     But  I  must  confess  my  atttonishmcnt  that  you,  Ernest, 
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dioiild  forget  thtt  manioc  is  one  of  man  s  niiwt  valuuMi'  aliiiu'iituiy 
•abatancet,  and  that  it  fonus  the  »tap1e  fo«Kl  nf  a  great  portion  ot' 
the  popnlation  of  America,  where  eren  EuroiK'aiiR  prefer  it  U* 
ordinary  wheaten  bread.    Bnt  go  on  with  your  work." 

A  auffioent  quantity  of  the  roots  having  \hx\\  gnitoti,  I  tilloil 

the  two  bags  iriiidi  my  wife  had  svwu,  prvsMing  tlu>  pollard  with 

all  my  might,  until  the  manioc  juice  b^an  to  exude  in  every 

direction.     But  I  found  it  would  be  necesKary  tu  ap])ly  a  htrongor 

prensare  to  extract  this  juice,  which  in  a  puteiit  poison.     Among 

our  stock  of  timber  I  accordingly  picke«l  out  u  stmng  oak(>n  Waiu, 

the  bottom  of  which  I  cut  away  till  it  was  kiiuiI!  enough  to  bo  inserted 

under  one  of  the  rootH  of  our  great  tree;  at  thi;  base  of  the  root 

I  pHed  up  a  small  platform  of  Iogs«  and  plaeeil  aerohs  it  a  bag  of 

poUatd.     I  then  kept  down  the  bag  with  a  flat  heavy  piece  of 

timber,  secured  the  end  of  the  beam  to  the  tree,  and  by  our  united 

exertions  drew  the  opposite  end  a8  near  the  earth  as  possible.     To 

tloB  we  now  suspended  the  weightiest  articles  we  could  iind — 

ksnmen,  ban  of  iron,  miwses  of  lead ;  the  whole  pressing  upon 

the  }mg  of  manioc  with  a  force  which  nia<le  the  juice  burst  through 

the  pores  of  the  cloth,  and  trickle  to  the  groun<l  copiously.    When 

I  thoqght  the  pressure  suflicient  I  removed  the  bag  from  the  lever, 

sod  opening  it  drew  out  a  handful  of  it.s  contents,  still   rather 

moist,  and  resembling  maize-Hour. 

"  This  is  capital ! "  I  exclaimed,  enchanted  with  the  result  of 
my  operations.  "  Now  let  us  spread  out  the  pollard  upon  a  clean 
doth,  to  dry  it  thoroughly  :  we  shall  soon  have  a  8U[>ply  of  bread, 
not,  perhaps,  resembling  our  wheaten  loaves  in  form  or  taste,  but, 
I  promise  you,  of  very  good  cpudity  notwithstamling.  I  now  go 
to  build  an  oven." 

Having  lighted  several  fires,  I  placed  uiN)n  tlnMu  the  iron  trays 
which  I  had  brought  from  the  ship  on  the  preceding  day ;  and  as 
soon  as  they  were  heate<l,  I  sj)re4id  n\)on  them  the  cassava  (for 
such  is  the  name  given  to  the  farina  of  the  manioc)  to  complete  its 
drying.  It  collected  into  tolerably  comi)act  heaps,  which  we 
diligently  turned  and  turned,  so  as  to  dry  them  thoroughly  on 
every  side. 

My  wife  and  children  wore  in  a  flutter  of  excitement.      All 
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lighted  the  fires,  and  heated  the  iron  trays ;  while  I  hroke  up  the 
cassava  flour,  and  kneaded  it  with  a  small  quantity  of  milk.  Each 
of  us  set  to  work.  Having  provided  them  with  a  cocoa-nut  shell 
full  of  the  paste  or  dough,  I  bade  them  imitate  me  exactly.  With 
a  spoon  I  poured  a  certain  quantity  of  paste  over  a  hot  plate.  As 
soon  as  I  saw,  from  its  swelling,  that  it  was  done  on  one  side,  I 
turned  it  with  a  fork,  like  a  pancake,  and  in  a  few  moments  we  were 
provided  with  a  number  of  delicious  cakes  of  a  golden  yellow, 
whose  savoury  smell  equalled  their  appetizing  appearance.  All  my 
family  pronounced  it  a  banquet  fit  for  a  king,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  that  thenceforth  we  should  address  ourselves  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  manioc,  since  it  furnished  a  food  at  once  so 
delicate  and  so  nutritious 

Next  day  I  decided  on  paying  another  visit  to  the  wreck.  I 
could  not  banish  from  my  mind  the  idea  of  the  pinnace,  and  my 
anxiety  to  obtain  possession  of  it  left  me  no  peace.  It  was  with 
much  difficulty  I  obtained  permission  from  my  wife — whom  these 
voyages  always  rendered  unhappy — to  take  with  me  this  time  our 
three  elder  sons,  for  I  knew  I  should  need  all  the  strength  I  could 
command.  I  promised  to  return  the  same  evening;  and  at  last  we 
set  out,  carrying  with  us  a  day's  supply  of  provisions.  My  young 
peo})le  were  enchanted  with  the  expedition ;  and  Ernest  especially, 
who  had  not  been  a  single  voyage,  promised  himself  a  peculiar  treat. 

We  quickly  reached  the  wreck,  and  began  loading  our  boat  with 
everything  which  seemed  worth  carrying  away ;  but  the  grand 
affair,  the  main  difficulty,  was  the  pinnace  !  She  was  stowed  away 
in  the  ship's  hold,  immediately  under  the  officers'  cabin.  How 
were  we  to  get  her  out  ?  True,  the  vaiious  portions  had  been 
taken  to  pieces,  but  from  their  bulk  it  seemed  impossible  for  our 
feeble  arms  to  transport  them  elsewhere ;  and  if  we  put  them 
together  again  bow  were  we  to  launch  her  ?  I  rubbed  my  forehead 
in  a  state  of  the  utmost  perplexity,  without  devising  any  escape 
from  the  dilemma,  and  yet  I  could  not  give  up  my  project. 

At  length  my  sons,  with  the  confident  audacity  of  youth, 
exclaimed, — 

"  Let  us  fiist  widen  the  space  around  her  by  knocking  down 
these  partitions,  which  prevent  us  from  working.     Then  let  us 
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rebuild  the  boat,  8ince  there  is  nothing  moiv  lo  tin  ilian  to  jmt  \]\o 
different  pieces  together  in  their  proper  places,  and  fastLMi  tin m 
with  bolts.  After  that,  we  daresay  you  will  find  some  means  of 
getting  her  out." 

Under  any  other  circumstances  I  should,  perhaps,  have  demon- 
strated to  my  children  the  extreme  folly  of  such  a  project ;  but  an 
undefined  hope  of  eventual  success  tempted  me  to  undertake  it,  and 
I  cried, — 

"  All  hands  then  to  work,  and  may  Heaven  prosper  us  !  " 

Throughout  the  day  we  toiled  with  unabated  spirit,  and  towards 
evening  the  bulkheads  were  down.  A  clear  area  was  opened  up  for 
our  future  exertions,  to  which  wo  were  encouraged  by  this  first 
success.  But  it  was  now  time  to  think  of  putting  to  sea;  and  with 
our  cargo  we  set  sail  on  our  homeward  voyage,  fnlly  resolved  to 
return  next  day,  and  every  day,  until  we  had  successfully  accom- 
plished our  enterprise. 

On  disembarking  in  Safety  Bay,  wc  found  my  wife  and  little 
Fritz  awaiting  us  on  the  shore.  Elizabeth  informed  me  that  she 
had  quitted  Falcon's-Nest  and  established  herself  at  Tent-Town, 
where  she  intended  to  remain  until  our  great  task  was  completed, 
partly  that  she  might  be  nearer  to  us,  and  partly  to  save  us  every 
morning  and  evening  a  fatiguing  journey. 

This  provident  affection  moved  me  deeply,  for  I  knew  hoAV  she 
loved  the  pleasant  shades  of  Falcon's-Nest. 

I  tenderly  thanked  her,  and  to  give  her  some  gratification  in 
return,  displayed  before  her  the  treasures  of  our  new  cargo ;  two 
casks  of  salt  butter,  three  of  flour,  several  bags  of  gi*ains  and  rice, 
and  all  kinds  of  useful  utensils,  which  filled  up  our  store-house,  and 
afforded  evident  satisfaction  to  our  manageress. 

For  a  whole  week  we  spent  every  day  on  board  the  wreck,  en- 
gaged in  rebuilding  our  pinnace ;  and  as  we  punctually  returned 
each  evening  at  sunset,  my  wife  gradually  grew  accustomed  to  our 
voyages,  which  at  first  had  caused  her  so  much  anxiety.  Our 
evening  meal  was  always  heartily  enjoyed,  and  enlivened  by  our 
recitals  of  our  different  occupations  during  the  day,  while  the 
pleasure  we  felt  at  our  reunion  invariably  diminished  our  fatigue. 

By  dint  of  sheer  hard  work,  by  fixing  the  mortises  and  driving 
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in  the  boltfl,  onr  task  daily  mlvanccd  towards  cnniplction,  nml  out 

^unace  began  to  assume  a  graceful  outliiio.     S)io  was,  in  truth, 

Tery  light  and  elegant  in  build,  and  from  lior  apiH>uraiict'  tmo  oould 

aee  she  would  be  a  good  sailer,  for  her  keel  was  nearly  an  Kinootli 

■■  that  of  a  brigantine.     We  caulked  her  carefully ;  that  is,  we 

stuffed  the  seams  with  tow  dipped  in  melted  pitch.     She  was  ri^'god 

with  one  mast,   and   carried   the  same  amount  of  canvas  as  a 

brigmntine ;  there  was  a  half-deck  at  the  Ktern ;  ami  we  conqdctnl 

her  equipment  in  every  particular,  even  to  mounting  lior  two  small 

guns  on  the  poop. 

There  was  our  pinnace,  l>nt,  unfortunately,  immovahhi  on  tho 
stocks.  However,  we  admired  her  incessantly;  walked  mund  and 
round  her  like  children ;  but  we  could  devise  no  means  of  extrirat- 
ing  her  from  her  poaition.  The  difliculties  of  o|K>ning  a  iKiss^igo 
for  her  through  the  mass  of  beams  and  planks  covered  with  copiicr, 
which  formed  the  ship's  side,  a[>i)oareil  insurmonuUd)Ie ;  and  yet 
they  did  not  damp  my  ardour.  Suddenly  the  very  excess  of  my 
despair  suggested  a  bold  but  perilous  projiu^t,  by  which  it  was  very 
possible  to  lose  all,  instead  of  gaining  all.  Without  comniunioating 
it  to  my  boya,  whom  I  wished  to  s[)are  the  chagrin  of  its  prohahle 
failure,  I  proceeded  to  put  it  into  execution. 

I  found  on  board  the  wreck  an  old  in)n  mortar,  which  I  fdled 
with  gunpowder,  and  hermetically  closed  with  a  stout  oaken  beam, 
fastened  to  the  moi-tar  by  stout  iron  danijw.  In  one  of  the  sitles, 
just  undcmeath  this  lid,  T  bored  a  hole  to  receive  a  sul})hnretted 
match,  and  the  match  I  made  of  such  dimensions  that  I  calculated 
it  would  take  quite  two  hours  to  bum.  All  around  the  plank  T 
filled  in  a  quantity  of  pitch.  Then  I  secured  it  with  iron  chains 
to  increase  the  solidity  of  my  machine,  and  suspended  it  to  the 
ship's  side,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pinnace.  These  prepara- 
tions completed,  I  gave  the  signal  of  departure  to  my  sons,  who, 
meanwhile,  had  been  busily  occupied  in  loading  the  boat.  I 
delayed  a  minute  or  two  to  ignite  the  match,  and  then  rejoineil  my 
children,  silently  praying  Heaven  to  crown  my  plan  with  success. 

My  first  care,  on  disembarking,  was  to  unload  our  boat  with  all 
possible  rapidity,  as  I  intended  returning  to  the  ship  the  moment 
the  explosion  took  place.     While  in  the  midst  of  our  work,  a  violent 


^mmwm*v^ 


188  RESULTS  OF  THE  EXPLOSION. 

report  was  heard  out  at  sea,  which  filled  my  wife  and  cliilch-en  with 
sudden  terror. 

''  OhI  what  is  it — what  can  it  bo,  papa?" 

"  Perhaps,"  said  Frederick,  "  it  ia  a  signal  of  distress  froni  some 
vessel  in  danger?" 

"  No,"  said  my  wife ;  "  I  rather  think  the  report,  which  seemed 
to  come  from  the  direction  of  our  ship,  was  that  of  an  explosion. 
You  have  lit  a  fire,  and  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  has  blown  up  I " 

"  You  are  right,"  I  remarked  ;  "  wo  must  go  and  clear  up  tlie 
matter.     Who  will  accompany  mo?" 

By  way  of  answer  my  three  boys  leaped  into  the  boat,  and  after 
promising  my  wife  to  return  immediately,  we  pushed  off.  Never 
had  we  made  the  trip  in  bo  short  a  time.  Curiosity  lent  twofold 
energies  to  my  young  rowers,  and  I  myself  was  hotly  impatient  to 
SRCertain  the  result  of  my  experiment.  I  grew  composed  ns  we 
approached  the  wreck  on  seeing  neither  amoke  nor  flames  is.suing 
from  her  broadeide,  and  that  not  even  her  poRilion  was  changed. 
Instead  of  drawing  alongside  at  the  usual  place,  wc  pulled  round 
the  vessel's  bow,  and  made  for  the  opposite  side.  The  sea  was 
strewn  with  pieces  of  timber;  the  vessel's  bulwarks  were  completely 
smashed  ;  and  the  pinnace,  uninjured — only  heeling  slightly  over 
the  stocks — was  completely  exposed  throngh  the  opening  made  by 
my  novel  petard.  At  this  welcome  sight  I  exclaimed,  with  a 
transport  which  not  a  little  astonished  my  sons  ; — 

"Victory!  victory  I  The  beautiful  pinnace  is  ours  I  My 
stratagem  has  succeeded,  and  now  we  shall  easily  get  her  afloat ! " 

"Whew!"  cried  Frederick;  "now  I  begin  to  understand  it. 
Don't  you  see  that  papa  himself  has  blown  up  the  side  of  the  ship 
to  liberate  our  pretty  frigate?  But  how  did  you  manage  it  all 
BO  exactly?" 

"  I  will  explain  it  to  you,"  said  I,  as  I  fastened  our  boat  to  one 
of  the  ship's  beams  ;  "  but  let  us  first  make  sure  that  no  sparks  are 
smouldering  on  board." 

Quickly  did  we  clamber  through  the  rent  flauk  of  our  unfor- 
tunate ship,  and  carefully  did  I  examine  every  comer,  fortunately 
without  discovering  anywhere  the  slightest  sign  of  fire.  It  is  im- 
yioKsible  to  describe  the  exultation  of  my  bo}'s  when  they  saw  the 
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{nnnaoe  completely  clear  of  all  inciitnbrancofl.     ShoiitR  of  Admira- 
tion were  followed  by  a  volley  of  qiieKtioiiH.     I  thou  explaiiiiMl  the 
process  by  which  so  successful  a  tohuU  Lad  been  aclueved.     In  fart, 
the  mortar,  when  bursting,  had  struck  the  ship's  side,  and  its 
weight,  added  to  that  of  the  iron  chains  aruund  it,  had  (lone  tlio 
work  simultaneously  of  a  shell  and  a  hatchet.     Planks,  beams, 
joistc — all  had  been  shattered;  and  the  pinnace  was  noAv  hut  a  few 
feet  from  the  sea-level.     It  was  an  easy  job  to  clear  the  approaches, 
and  as  I  had  previously  taken  the  precaution  of  laying  her  keel  on 
rollers,  we  proceeded  to  launch  her  in  precisely  the  same  manner 
that  we  had  launched  our  boat  of  tubs.     With  the  screw-jack  and 
a  couple  of  levers,  we  propelled  her  gently ;  a  very  stout  cahlv  was 
fastened  to  her  sides,  to  prevent  her  from  sheering  too  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  ship ;  and  soon  our  combined  elTorts  launched  her 
on  the  waters,  where  she  speedily  righted  herself,  and  floated  with 
infinite  grace. 

It  was  too  late  to  do  any  more  that  day.  I  contented  myself 
with  securing  the  pinnace  against  the  violen<'0  of  the  waves,  and 
then  we  pulled  rapidly  towards  the  shore,  not  to  prolong  our  good 
housekeeper's  anxiety.  We  agreed  to  my  nothing  to  her  concerning 
our  8ucce8.s,  that  she  might  have  the  agreeable  surprise  of  seeing 
us  arrive  at  Tent-Town  in  our  beautiful  little  vessel.  We  there- 
fore only  told  her  that  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  had  exploded,  with- 
out doing  any  further  damage  than  opening  another  entrance  to 
assist  us  in  our  plunder  of  the  vessel.  At  this  information  she 
sighed  deeply,  and  I  believe  that  in  her  heart  she  wished  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  the  shatt^Tcd  wreck  which  tempted  us  to  make 
so  many  dangerous  voyages. 

The  rigging  and  final  e(iuipment  of  the  pinnace  cost  us  several 
days  of  unremitting  labour.  At  length,  when  she  hatl  her  njast 
and  sails  on  board,  we  loaded  her  with  a  variety  of  articles  which 
our  weak  tub  of  boats  could  never  have  carried. 

We  set  sail.  The  wind  was  favourable,  and  our  graceful  bark 
glided  through  the  waves  with  the  swiftness  of  a  sea-bird.  My 
sons  were  in  a  fever  of  delight.  They  besought  my  permission,  on 
drawing  near  the  shore,  to  fire  the  tAvo  guns,  as  a  triumphant  and 
military  salute  to  their  mother ;  and  they  had  so  well  kept  the 
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Hocret,  and  so  coTirageously  toiled,  that  I  could  not  reruse  them 
this  slight  gatiafaction.  So  Frederick,  who  had  received  his  com- 
minsion  as  captain  of  the  frigate,  assisted  his  brothers  in  loading 
their  artillery,  ond  when  wo  hove  in  sight  of  the  shore,  Ernest  am! 
Rudly,  each  with  a  lighteil  match  in  his  hand,  watching  the  aignnl 


from  their  brother,  fired  liis  nun,  and  tlii'  (■ohi)inK  rocks  repenting 
afar  the  loud  report,  both  my  wife  and  little  Fritz  rushed  from 
their  tent  in  sudden  alaini ;  but  recognizing  our  voices,  aa  we  gave 
vent  to  a  succession  of  joyous  hurrahs,  my  wife  waved  her  hand 
in  token  of  weleonie.  As  for  Fritz.,  he  was  spell-bound  with  ad- 
miration of  our  splendid  veasel. 

Wlien  at  length  we  reached  the  rock  whicli  served  us  as  a  qnay, 
and  where  there  was  just  auflieient  water  to  float  the  pinnace,  the 
two  came  down  lo  meet  us. 

"  Naughty  bo>-s ! "  she  exclainietl ;  "  what  a  fright  yon  canned 
na  with  your  artillery  I  I  thought  that  this  time  the  entire  wreck 
had  blown  up ;  but,  thank  Oo<l,  here  you  all  bib,  safe  and  sound ! " 
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Fredeiidc  now  threw  a  plvik  fr>!n  :hr  r'rizi%  ^  t-  -  :he  r:ck.  ar.  \ 
my  wife  Tentored  on  boftrd.  Sb*  a'-mirr"?  -vrrythir.j.  xni  wxrzi.W 
praised  oar  oounge  and  perveTermzKv. 

"  Toa  hmre  oerUinlv  w<ni:€i]  har^l/'sAii  -h-^:  -tu:  :rAv  ::.r."t 
fauDcy  tbat  Fritx  and  I  bare  l«c«n  lazr  •Ir.Hrj'  y.*^:  ^tSiLi^-.v.  If 
we  can't  annomiee  oar  labouis  in  «i^  «tartl:n^  a  ii:a!.r:-.r  d.«  v-  u  have 
jnat  done,  a  few  good  dishes  nf  Te.'^rtabl^.  wLioh  will  ::*  -lu^  tiu^e 
and  place  make  their  appeanince  wiih'-nt  a:.y  r:>.i^>.  w:!:  a!^  •  liave 
a  merit  of  their  own.  WonM  v.p^i  lik*- 1-  •  «^--  at  ■  :ii>:-  wh;it  uv  }:ave 
been  doing?" 

We  could  not  refase  so  enwinu>  an  iir^itati<  :i.  n.-r  'l'.i:v  -ur^.-lvt^^ 
the  pleasure  of  satisfying  our  ciin»:~iiy.  Wp  |-.iiiiol  tur  vir.Tiaoo. 
mooring  her  securely  to  the  shore,  anl  witli  j  ■yi:in>  stops  :'..ll..we.l 
oar  good  manageress,  who  led  ils  t«>  th*?  rvK.*ks  where  Jackal  Rivor 
rises,  and  introduced  as  to  a  •^plen-iM  kitcht.n  irardon.  neatly  laid 
out  in  beds  and  walks.     I  conlil  n(ii  rtHx»ver  fr«  tni  my  <iiri'rise. 

"This  is  my  work,  or  rather  ""r  wurk.'*  ^liil  my  wife,  as  with 
affectionate  pride  she  embraced  little  Fritz:  '*  iVt  xhh  dear  boy  has 
worked  with  as  much  energj'  as  I  have  done.  The  s<»il  just  hen\ 
composed  of  nothing  but  decayoi)  leaves,  is  very  lii^ht  and  ea^y  to 
work.  Tonder  I  have  plante«l  iK>tatoes;  there  manioc  roots;  to  the 
left  pease,  beans,  and  lentils;  in  the  beds  on  this  side  are  sown 
aalads,  radishes,  cabbages,  and  all  kinds  of  European  vegetables. 
Here  a  place  has  been  reserved  for  sugar-cane<« ;  I  have  already 
transplanted  some  ananas,  and  sown  some  melon-seed,  whielu  1 
think,  will  answer  famously.  And.  to  conclude,  I  have  sown  all 
around  the  beds  a  quantity  of  maize,  whose  tall  tufted  stems  will 
protect  the  young  plants  from  the  sun's  excessive  heat." 

I  was  lost  in  wonder.  I  could  not  understand  how  a  woman  and 
a  boy  of  Fritz's  age  had  carrieil  out  such  an  enterprise  in  so  short 
a  time;  and  I  was  astonished  at  the  discretion  they  had  Inith  ex- 
liibite<l. 

"  I  frankly  confess,"  said  my  wife,  "  that  when  I  lu'gan  my  task 
I  did  not  think  I  should  bring  it  to  such  a  suci'essful  W)nclusion; 
and  for  this  reason  I  said  nothing  about  it.  Then,  afterwards,  1 
conceive<l  the  idea  of  giving  you  a  pleasant  surpris4»;  and  as  for  the 
secrecy  whieh  Fritz  ami  I  have  so  long  preserved,  tlnTC  is  no  grunt 
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merit  in  it.  Your  continnal  voyages  to  tlie  sliip,  and  the  silence 
you  maintained  respecting  your  daily  occupations,  convinced  me 
there  was  some  mystery  in  hand.  We  wished  to  take  our  revenge, 
and  to  surprise  you  in  turn.     Have  we  succeeded  ?" 

"  Perfectly,"  said  I,  embracing  her,  as  well  as  my  dear  little 
Fritz,  whose  bright  eyes  sparkled  with  mischievous  pleasure  dur- 
ing his  mother's  explanations.  After  having  once  more  praised 
their  most  useful  labours,  we  returned  to  our  boat ;  my  wife,  whose 
mind  was  absorbed  in  horticultural  studies,  reminding  me,  as  we 
went  along,  of  the  fruit-trees  we  had  brought  from  the  wreck. 

"  I  have  covered  them,  carefully  with  mould  and  grass,"  she 
obsei-ved,  "  and  watered  them  daily  to  keep  them  fresh  ;  but  if  you 
do  not  wish  them  to  be  ruined,  it  is  time  they  were  properly 
planted." 

I  promised  that  that  should  be  the  next  day*s  work,  and  that 
I  would  establish  my  orchard  in  the  vicinity  of  her  kitchen 
garden. 

We  then  busied  ourselves  in  unloading  our  pinnace,  depositing 
on  the  sledge  all  such  articles  as  we  thought  might  be  useful  at 
Falcon 's-Nest ;  and  having  disposed  of  the  remainder  in  our  tent, 
we  anchored  the  pinnace  securely,  besides  mooring  her  with  a 
strong  cable  to  a  post  driven  in  ashore,  and  started  for  our  forest 
residence.  We  lost  no  time  on  the  road,  for  my  wife  longed  to 
escape  from  the  heat  of  Teut-Town  and  its  burning  plain,  and  all 
of  us  needed  rest  after  our  heavy  toil. 

During  our  residence  at  Tent- Town,  and  our  daily  voyages  to 
the  wreck,  we  had  not  neglected  the  due  observance  of  the  Lord's 
day.  Our  return  to  Falcon's-Nest  was  markeil  by  a  suitable 
solemnity :  a  new  parable,  appropriate  to  our  position,  and  the 
reading  of  the  Bible,  whose  pages  are  so  full  of  consoling  truths, 
completed  for  the  day  our  religious  exercises.  It  was  with  intense 
pleasure  I  watched  the  development  in  my  children's  minds  of  a 
feeling  of  devout  thankfulness  towards  God,  and  road  the  straight- 
forward expression  in  their  countenance  and  looks,  more  serious  on 
that  day  than  was  their  wont.  However,  after  dinner  I  felt  the 
necessity  of  diverting  their  thoughts  a  little ;  and  as  it  was  my 
iixed  principle  to  render  whatever  they  ought  to  love  as  agreeable 
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to  them  as  posible,  I  gave  my  yoniig  faniily  jxMinissiftn  to  pui-sut^ 
tbeir  onlinary  amusemenU). 

To  render  these  amusements  useful,  I  roiuindcMl  my  kohh  of  tlio 
gymnastic  exercises  in  which  they  Imd  taken  m  much  plfasiiro 
the  firat  Sunday  we  spent  in  the  islaiul.  I  wished  to  develo))  in 
them  their  natural  vigour  and  energy;  Ktreiigtli  ami  ability  hein^ 
qualities  too  needful  in  our  lonely  uituation  for  me  to  siifftT  any 
neglect  of  them.  This  time,  to  the  Hixirt  of  archery  I  added  racing, 
leaping,  and  climbing  trees — either  by  Healing  up  their  trunks  or 
by  means  of  a  rope  suspended  to  the  liiglicr  branches,  in  imitation 
of  a  ship's  shrouds. 

When  all  these  games,  in  which  my  biiys  (lis))layed  imu-e  or  less 
skill,  were  exhausted,  I  taught  them  one  hitlierto  unknown  to 
them;  that  of  the  lasso,  a  powerful  wea^Hm  which  the  peoplt*  of 
South  America  employ  in  hunting  the  pant)i<>r,  the  wild  hnrse, 
and  the  bufialo.  Two  large  leaden  halls  I  pierced  with  a  puncheiin, 
and  having  selected  a  stout  cord  about  twelve  feet  in  length,  1 
fixed  one  to  each  end. 

**  Here,  gentlemen,"  said  I  to  my  sons,  wlio  w(»re  looking  at  me 
rery  curiously,  "  hero  is  a  very  simple  weapon,  hut.  one  day  il 
may  prove  of  the  greatest  utility.  It  is  a  kind  of  sling,  as  y«>u  s««e; 
but  the  weight,  instead  of  striking  the  object  towards  wliidi  you 
direct  it,  returns  u[K>n  itself,  and  thus  entangles  in  an  inextricable 
manner  whatever  the  rope  catches  in  its  coil.  1  (h'scrihed  (he 
manner  in  which  the  Mexicans  nnike  use  of  t}u>se  lassos  to  capture 
the  wild  horses;  but  as  my  young  [>eople  seenxMl  somewhat  mis- 
trusttul  of  their  marvellous  effects,  I  myself  made  tlu^  first  essay. 

They  pointed  out  to  me  a  shrub  .standing  at  a  certain  tlistance; 
I  flung  one  of  the  balls  with  my  right  hand,  while  Imhling  the 
other  in  my  left;  and  whether  through  chance  or  skill,  the  ball 
grazed  the  trunk,  and  returning  suddenly  on  itself,  formed  a  run- 
ning knot,  which  I  took  care  to  draw  as  tight  as  ]>ossible. 

"  Y^ou  see,"  said  t,  approaching  the  tree,  and  winding  up  the 
cord,  "  had  this  tree  been  a  panther's  neck,  I  should  easily  have 
mastered  the  animal." 

This  experiment  raised  the  exercise  of  the  lasso  into  high  favour. 
Frederick  soon  acijuired  a  remarkable  degree  of  dexterity,  and  I 
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prcfficd  my  sons  to  imiUite  }iis  examplo,  sinco  such  a  weapon  might 
one  day  be  a  great  resource  to  us,  and  a  RubHtitute  for  our  lircaniiR 
when  powder  and  shot  were  exhausted. 

The  next  day  the  sea  being  mucli  disturbed,  as  we  could  easily 
perceive  from  our  "  caatle  in  the  air,"  we  were  not  tempted  to 
veinrn  to  the  ship,  and  we  occupied  ourselves  in  effecting  several 
improvements  in  our  establishment.  My  wife  made  me  inspect  all 
the  work  nhe  bad  accompliBhed  in  our  absence.  First,  she  showed 
me  a  cask  of  ortolans  balf-roasted,  and  preserved  in  butter,  I'or 
winter  provision  ;  then  a  quantity  of  cassava  cakes  which  she  had 
carefully  dried  ;  next,  she  pointed  out  an  awning  spread  above  the 
roosting- pi  ace  of  our  pigeons ;  and  finally,  she  called  my  attention 
to  our  European  fruit-trees,  which  she  had  kept  (|uite  fresh.  I 
immediately  looked  out  a  suitable  site  for  our  orchard,  and  with  tlie 
help  of  my  aons,  turned  up  the  soil,  and  planted  our  young  trees. 
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III  lliiB  kind  of  work  the  entire  day  passed  by ;  but  ns  our  solo 
fuod  had  oonsisted  of  potatoeR,  cassava  bread,  and  milk,  \vc  dooidod 
tliat  on  the  morrow  wo  would  go  hunting  to  replenish  our  larder 
with  some  pieces  of  game. 

The  fint  beams  of  morning  found  us  on  the  alert,  for  on  this 
nocasion  everybody,  even  my  wife,  intondwi  to  accompany  me.  She 
knew  nothing  of  the  country,  and  looked  forward  to  her  walk  with 
moch  Best.  Afler  prayers,  breakfast,  and  feeding  our  live  stock, 
my  sons  and  I  took  our  fireanns ;  I  harnessed  the  ass  to  the  sledge, 
for  the  convonienco  of  carrying  home  our  spoils  ;  we  furnished  our- 
selves with  provisions,  and  quitted  Fnlcoii's-Nest.  Turk,  splen- 
didly clad  in  his  porcupine  armour,  marched  at  our  head;  my  three 
eldest  boys,  armed  with  fowling-pieces,  formed  the  vanguard;  their 
mother,  leading  the  ass,  and  attended  by  little  Fritz,  c<^mposed  the 
main  body;  and  myself,  at  a  short  distance,  broui^lit  up  the  rear, 
oar  procession  being  rendered  amusing  by  ^Master  Knips  mounted 
on  patient  Juno's  back. 

At  first  we  skirted  Flamingo  Marsh,  my  wife  never  weary  of 
admiring  its  beautiful  vegetation  and  colossal  trees.  Meanwhile 
Frederick,  who  judged  the  Ki)ot  a  suitable  one  for  finding  game, 
had  8traye<l  a  few  paces  from  us,  and  when  wc  least  expected  it, 
a  loud  report  boomed  upon  our  ears,  and  almost  simultaneo\isly 
an  enormous  bird  fell  at  a  short  distance  in  the  thick  of  the  tall 
grass.  Off  started  our  dogs,  and  I  quickly  ft)llowed.  I  found 
Frederick  puzzled  how  to  seize  his  victim,  which,  though  stretched 
on  the  earth  and  wounded  in  the  wing,  defended  itself  furiously 
with  its  beak  and  feet.  Approaching  cautiously,  I  Hung  my  hand- 
kerchief over  its  head,  and  tluu*,  by  blinding  and  confusing  it, 
reduced  it  to  subjection.  Tying  Its  wings  together,  and  its  two 
feet,  we  carried  the  noble  prey  to  the  sledge,  where  the  remainder 
of  the  family  awaited  us. 

"  Oh,  what  a  superb  bird  ! "  exclaimed  my  wife,  echoed  by  the 
children,  when  wc  reached  them,  and  deposited  our  heavy  load, 
which  weighed  not  less  than  thirty  pounds. 

"  It  must  be  an  eagle  I "  cried  Rudly,  admiringly. 

"  ra[)a,"  incpiired  Ernest,  after  carefully  examining  it,  **  is  it 
not  a  bustard  ?" 
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"  QooH ! "  cried  Frederick,  contemptuously ;  "  where,  then,  are 
the  webhed  feet  which,  as  you  say,  distinguish  the  palmipeds?" 

"  Do  not  laugh,  Frederick ;  your  brother  is  right ;  the  bird  is  a 
bustard,  though  her  feet  are  not  membranous ;  she  is  also  called 
the  hen-bustard,  though  wanting  the  spur  characteristic  of  the 
Qallinacece,  But  the  language  of  hunters  preceded  that  of  na- 
turalists." 

"  Ah,"  shouted  Budly,  joyously,  "  she  is  one  of  those  large 
birds  which  we  started  here  once  before,  and  which  neither  iJrnest 
nor  I  could  bring  down.     Do  you  not  remember,  mamma?" 

"  I  do  indeed  think,"  said  mamma,  after  examining  it ;  "I  do 
indeed  think  this  is  one  of  the  birds.  But,"  continued  she,  pity- 
ingly, "  perhaps  the  poor  creature's  brood  are  hidden  among  the 
reeds ;  I  think  we  ought  to  give  her  her  liberty." 

"  Do  not  concern  yourself,  Elizabeth,"  I  replied ;  "  the  little 
ones  will  provide  very  well  for  their  own  necessities.  Besides,  I 
want  to  tame  this  bird :  when  her  wound  is  healed,  she  will  make 
a  noble  addition  to  our  poultry-yard,  and,  under  any  circumstances, 
will  provide  us  with  a  capital  dish." 

After  I  had  bandaged  her  wound  as  well  as  I  could,  w^e  trans- 
ferred the  bustard  to  the  sledge,  and  continued  our  journey.  We 
quickly  reached  the  Monkeys'  Wood ;  for  such  was  the  name  we 
had  bestowed  on  the  palm-groves  where  the  apes  had  welcomed  us 
with  a  volley  of  cocoa-nuts.  Frederick  related,  laughing,  the 
amusing  incident  to  his  mother  and  brothers.  Ernest  stepped  to 
the  front,  and  paused  before  a  palm,  whose  stem  was  crowned  with 
a  quantity  of  beautiful  fruit.     He  sighed  as  he  said, — 

"  There's  no  chance  of  our  climbing  these  trees !  Come,  Messrs. 
Monkeys,  come  and  gather  these  fine  nuts." 

But  the  apes  made  no  sign,  and  niy  little  gourmand  seemed 
sadly  disappointed. 

"  Ah,  who  knows,"  he  continued,  with  his  eyes  still  intent  upon 
the  nuts,  "  perhaps  they  will  fall  when  ripe  ! " 

He  had  scarcely  uttered  the  words,  before  one  of  the  largest  nuts 
came  crashing  down,  almost  on  the  nose  of  the  young  naturalist. 

"  Humph,"  said  he,  "  this  is  like  what  one  reads  of  in  fairy 
tales  1     Scarcely  is  the  wish  formed  before  it  is  accomplished." 
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*' Perhapft,"  I  ohfierroi.  "  tb-e  zriii*  .:  :"'.t  ::-  :_*}  i::-:ir  .-. 
the  guise  of  an  ape.  and  »alut<r  u*  ir;::.  ^  ':•  :_".  ^:  ::..■►:,:.  ::  iir  r-r- 
main  here  any  longer.     Lri  i>  le    =.  " 

However,  we  ooaM  see  lviLIl.-  i_.t;:_-  j-^  :_•  ::.. 

not  eren  a  breath  stirrel  ihrir  iravr .-j. 

ing  of  nnea8inetf,  thvuurli  we  c  -i.:  :.  :    ::v::.^  v»':y  ::  ■:    :  .;:  I.a  i 
fallen,  and  as  it  was  n«.»t  vrt  rif-^.  :i  o-  u! :  i:  :  Lav.  -j"".  :j  .  :  ::«-'.•. 

While  we  were  examiniD;;:  the  ir-e  a:.i  it"  :ri:>.  i\,^  r-r^i  ■.  ur 
party  came  np.  Then  Lajj-Tiri  an  ii.- xj*:.«i' :•.-  .  :r  u!:i-:j!i'.- . 
Four  fre>h  nut-»,  answ^rin^'  t  •  thv  :.u:i/r*.r  "i  .it:-v.i%.  «'io.»— i-.»  ly 
fell,  and  cauiie  rollini:  to  *'Ut  >• •:,  iL  ijli  i.- ::?.-:■  ihv  ir^f  li^r 
branches  were  even  oli^'hth*  shjkvn. 

"Come,"  ^aid  I  in  my  t:hiMr'-n.  **«».■  «.mti  Ii  •  1  -r-jt  r  .l-.ubi  thf 
cause  of  this  event  !  j^^nie  iiivi.-jiM*-  uia^'ii.iaii  i-  aimiMiiL'  liini^ll" 
at  our  expense — «>r,  rather,  f-r  '.nr  ailvaiita^rc.  " 

But  Freilerick,  who  ha«l  n-nv  gui  rouni  tho  in-f.  liore  cx- 
cla]nie<l, — 

*'  I  have  found  the  ma^dcian.  and  certainly  lit*  is  u;:ly  ouuuirh  to 
bo  considered  niie.  O.piue  auii  !?4'i.*,  [.a pa  I  Such  a  luirrlMe  head — 
large,  round,  and  as  hi;^  as  my  liat — witli  two  terrible  claws  which 
he  Btretches  before  him- --he  is  desci-nding  the  tree." 

At  these  words  little  Fritz  took  refuge  witli  his  mother.    Master 
Ernest,  not  altogether  himself,  looked  around  him  with  anxious  un- 
easy glances.     Rudly  alone,  brandishing  the  butt-end  of  his  gun  in 
the  air  with  a  threatening  gesture,  made  a  Ktep  in  advance ;  and  all 
of  us,  full  of  curiosity,  awaited  the  appearamx^  of  the  monster  de- 
scribed in  Bucli  fearful  terms  by  Frederick.     Our  impatienre  was 
not  long  provoked.     An  enonnous  crab  soon  bluiwed  himself,  and 
advanced  in  utter  disreganl  of  our  presence.     Brave  lludly  dealt 
him,  as  he  passed,  a  blow  which  should  have  stunned  him ;  but  the 
beast,  undismayed  by  the  attack,  opened  his  fonni<hiblc  claws,  antl 
marched  straight  upon  his  assailant,  who,  seized  with  affright,  fled 
swiftly,  loudly  screaming.     His  brothers  began  to  latigh  at  him ; 
the  gallant  little  fellow  stopped,  and  recovering  his  presence  of 
mind,  took  off  his  jacket,  suffered  the  crab  to  come  witliiu  reach, 
and  then  deftly  flung  his  jacket  over  his  back,  paralyzing  the 
creature's  movements. 


]I>2 
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It  wax  a    etccllc  t  n  anoeuvre  but   t     as  ncccbhA  y  to  ak 
med  ate  advanlage  uf    t    f  we    Dtendtfd    o  be  zo    1  e  c  ali      I    I 
struggled  unde    the  jacket  and  sec    ed  1  kely  e  t)  e    to  get     d  of 
t  or  to  carry  t  away  wthhu     ttolal  anccd  and  ()t   k    g  h 
on  the  back  ^  th  n  }  I  ntchc     tern     atcd  h     ux     unc 


Wliat  a  fnghtful  beagt .  cried  Rudly,  recovering  tits  jacket , 
"  I  was  loss  afraid  than  horrified.  But,  papa,  do  you  know  liis 
name?" 

"  We  call  him  a  land-crah  ;  and  I  thtnk  he  is  the  couoa-nut  crab. 
To  him  we  owe  the  agreealile  harvest  we  have  just  gathered.  The 
animal,  though  provided,  hk  you  see,  with  strong  pincers,  cannot 
break  the  fruits  to  which  he  is  so  partial — tlierefore  he  cuts  them 
off  tlie  tree  before  they  are  quite  ripe.  Then  he  descends  to  the 
ground,  and  eats  them  by  inserting  liis  claws  into  the  little  aper- 
tures in  the  upper  part  of  the  shell,  and  skilfully  scooping  out  the 
rind.  Sometimes  the  nut  is  broken  by  the  fall,  nnd  theu  Master 
Crab  feeds  upon  it  at  hia  ease.  However,  my  dear  boy,  I  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  courage  and  presence  uf  mind.     The  idea  of 


thnnring  jonr  JKket  orer  the  eneTuj  wm  oat  !•.'. 
deal  with  an  anUigoiiut  both  dAriuz  uii  -ro:.:.;:..-. 
pnidence  tuA  reflection  are  «b!e  i-p  '^■nirt  k.a:.  :':.^ 
most  redonbtable  beasti<." 

The  uiinul'i  hideoncne^.  BnilT't  :i.ii.z~-.-I  ;VL' 
oconiHed  ni  u  themee  of  db^iiHioL  f(T  s:'U.->  'LiL-.e. 
our  i»^  on  the  sledge,  and  coniiiiueJ  tuy  j  iTT-cy. 

Ondiullj  the  wood  grew  denser,  asl  x^^  <:;<-:.  ■ 
■M  ud  riedge  through  the  intenaiigle-l  I'mA-  ui'i  c; 


compelled  to  ply  our  hutcliut  luMily.  The  hrnt  liccnnii' 
Hnd  we  were  making  but  slow  pm^riis,  ivIipti  Krm'st,  who  Tol- 
lowal  at  eoine  ohort  distniice,  and  \rns  ns  bu»y  ns  iisnnl  wilh  )iis 
nlieervnnt  eyoB,  exclaimed, — 

"Halt!     A  new  ami  an  iiiiiioit.itit  disicovi'ry  !" 

The  procession  halted,  ami  wc  joined  Knuiil,  who  t-hoivml  nx, 
among  the  lianas  wc  hnd  cut  down  to  clear  our  rouil,  luinip  Ntftiui 
which  poured  out  a  clear  and  crystal  water,  !ifci>  that  of  a  Hjiring. 
They  proved  to  be  that  precious  plant  called  the  r>il  or  niih-i-  Ii'-iihi, 
which  supplies  the  Soutli  American  hmil.rs  (villi  ho  vnliiiible  a 
rcflourcc  against  Hiiint. 

Transportud  with  itdiiL;hl,  Kmest  took  a  cocoa-nnl  nIicII,  Ii1li<d  il 

with  the  br|ii)il,  which  floweil  from  the  NOvercd  st.ciiiH  hk  rmni  ho 
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many  fountains,  and  carried  it  to  his  mother.  I  assured  her  she 
might  partake  of  it  without  fear,  and  as  we  were  all  suffering  ex- 
tremely from  thirst,  the  relief  came  very  opportunely. 

"  Reflect,  just  reflect,  I  pray  you,"  said  I,  as  each  hastened  to 
cut  open  one  of  these  marvellous  lianas,  and  refresh  himself  with 
the  living  stream ;  "  reflect  on  God's  exceeding  goodness  !  These 
lianas  are  almost  always  found  in  barren  localities,  where  water  is 
wanting.  Well ;  He  has  enclosed  it  in  these  plants,  that  the  way- 
farer in  the  desert  may  not  perish  of  thirst.  Let  us  devoutly  thank 
Him  for  this  new  mercy,  and,  at  the  same  time,  let  us  give  due 
praise  to  our  dear  Ernest's  investigating  mind,  for  without  him  we 
should  have  passed  by  this  great  boon  imknowingly." 

Our  draughts  refreshed  us,  and  our  energies  being  recruited,  we 
resimied  our  march  the  more  briskly,  because  I  wished  to  reach 
Calabash  Wood  before  we  made  our  first  halt. 

It  was  not  lopg  before  we  arrived  there ;  and  the  calabash -trees, 
with  their  curious  fruits  growing  on  their  trunks,  proved  objects  of 
astonishment  and  curiosity  to  my  wife  and  our  younger  sons. 
Frederick  repeated  to  them  the  particulars  I  had  formerly  given 
him  in  reference  to  the  uses  made  of  the  gourds  or  pumpkins  by  the 
American  savages,  as  well  as  by  the  negroes,  who  have  no  other 
vessels;  and,  illustrating  precept  by  example,  he  very  obligingly 
set  to  work  to  cut  down  a  few  calabashes,  promising  to  supply  his 
mother  with  baskets  or  dishes  for  her  eggs,  and  a  large  ladle  for 
skimming  milk — articles  she  most  desired  to  obtain.  Consequently, 
we  seated  ourselves  in  the  shade  of  the  noble  trees;  partly  to  share 
in  the  work,  and  partly  to  enjoy  our  noontide  repast,  for  all  of  us 
felt  the  promptings  of  hunger. 

The  provisions  we  had  brought  with  us  were  spread  out  on  the  turf, 
and  we  gaily  demolished  our  simple  dejeuner.  Rudly  would  have 
had  us  light  a  fire  and  boil  his  crab,  after  the  manner  of  the  savages, 
in  an  empty  pumpkin,  warming  the  contents  with  red  hot  stones ; 
but  the  preparations  which  this  operation  demanded,  our  uncer- 
tainty whether  the  crab  cooked  in  this  style  would  be  good  and 
wholesome  eating,  and,  more  than  all,  the  want  of  water,  induced 
us  to  abandon  the  project. 

Meanwhile  Ernest,  who  had  no  fancy  for  working  at  the  cala- 
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bashes,  quitted  us,  and  wandered  into  the  wood.  Suddenly  he  re. 
appeared,  with  terror  painted  on  his  countenunce,  and  Hhouting  in 
tunes  of  ahinu, — 

"  Papa,  papa !     A  wild  boar !     An  enormous  wild  boar  ! " 

At  this  announcement  Frederick  and  I  seized  our  muskets,  and 
hastened  towards  the  spot  which  Ernest  indicated.  Our  dogs  had 
already  preceded  us. 

Their  barkings,  mingled  with  hoarse  gruntings,  led  us  to  believe 
they  had  attackcil  their  prey,  and  the  hope  of  securing  such  an 
important  piece  of  game  cheered  us  mightily.  13ut  what  was  our 
disappointment,  on  coming  up  with  the  dogs,  to  see  them  holding 
by  the  ears  a  great  hairy  animal,  it  is  true,  but  to  recognize  in  the 
supposed  wild  boar  our  own  fat  sow,  whose  intractable  disposition 
and  savage  temper  had  comi)elled  us  to  let  her/g«)  free  in  the  wou«ls, 
and  live  at  her  own  will  and  pleasure  I 

After  the  first  moment  of  surprise,  wc  could  not  refrain  from 
laughter,  and  the  forest  echoed  with  our  shouts,  instead  of  the 
sullen  report  of  musketry.  We  released  our  poor  sow  from  her  two 
assailants,  and  left  her  at  liberty  to  regale  upon  the  friuts  with 
which  the  sward  in  that  quarter  was  literally  covered,  and  which 
had  undoubtedly  attracted  thither  the  gluttonous  animal ;  for  no 
sooner  had  we  dismissed  her  than  she  pounced  u])on  them,  and 
swallowed  them  greedily.  I  picked  one.  It  was  a  kind  of  a[>|>le, 
crowned  like  the  medlar,  and  its  agreeable  scent  and  yellow  colour, 
like  that  of  the  apricot,  were  very  inviting.  I  cut  it  open ;  the 
pulp  seemed  to  nic  fine  and  juicy;  but  I  did  not  eat  it,  though 
feeling  convinced  that  it  was  the  fruit  which  in  Annn-ica  is  called 
the  guava.  I  was  not  quite  satisfied  by  our  sow*s  partiality  for  it. 
However,  we  gathered  a  considerable  quantity,  and,  ])icking  n 
loaded  branch  from  the  tree  which  bore  them,  wc  returned  to  our 
family,  loaded  with  spoil. 

No  sooner  did  Master  Knips  catch  sight  of  the  fruits,  than  ho 
flung  himself  uix)n  them,  and  devoured  them  eagerly.  This  ex- 
ample removed  all  my  suspicions,  and  following  his  example,  we 
enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  dessert.  We  pronounced  the  guavas  de- 
lightful, and  my  wife  was  much  pleased  with  my  assurance  that  they 
would  nuike  a  very  delectable  preserve. 
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"  Tuke  particular  notice  of  this  wood,"  said  nhe ;  "  for  liure, 
inileed,  you  have  made  one  of  yonr  choicest  discoveries." 

"  Be  it  HO,"  sail!  Frederick ;  "  but  we  have  not  yet  cauglit  any 
great  game.     Tlie  day  advances,  and  we  march  slowly.     T  think  it 


would  be  as  well  if  mamma  waited  licre,  wilh  Rudly  and  FritE, 
and  we  others  set  out  on  an  exploring  journey." 

I  asnented  to  the  proposal,  but  Rudly  espressed  a  strong  desire  to 
accompany  us,  while  Kmest  rcmaineil  with  hit*  mother,  who  ad* 
vined  us  not  to  go  very  far  away,  and  enpecially  not  to  stay  too 
long. 

We  set  out,  and  plimgeil  into  a  labyrinth  of  woods  and  rockt 
extending  on  our  right  AD  at  once,  Rudly,  who  led  the  van, 
halted,  anil  cried  In  tones  of  bodily  apprehension, — 

"  Oh,  papa  ! — a  crocodile ! — T  see  a  croeodile ! " 

"  Are  you  silly?  A  crocodile  in  a  place  where  there  is  not  a 
drop  of  water !" 

"Papa,  I  (ell  you  I  see  him,"  continued  the  poor  hoy,  his  eyes 


A  LIZARD  SiVr  A  <:m)LX>l>ILK  ! 

fixed  on  one  particuUr  point  j  "  tlictc  lie  lien  on  tl 
in  the  sun !     I  think  be  siccpit,  fur  ho  iiutkcs  no 
is  c«rt«)nly  a  crocodilo;  yoii  n-ill  soon  seal" 
We  advanced  cautiously  ;  but  moving;  in  tite  ili 


iHH'k,  Ixthkin}; 
:iveincht.     lie 


I>y  Bnilly's  finger,  I  km  quickly  reassured  by  finiUng,  inalrnil  of  a 
crocodile,  n  F)U|)orb  lizard  of  the  iynntia  wpocies — an  Bnlnial  jwr- 
fwtly  inofTcnriivc,  uiil  whuKC  cggn  and  llusti  are  botli  capital  eating; 
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This  specimen  was  about  Rye  feet  in  length.  Ho  was  lying  asleep, 
on  a  point  of  rock.  Frederick,  on  catching  sight  of  the  monster, 
for  he  was  certainly  very  ngly,  had  raised  his  gun,  but  I  caught 
his  arm. 

"  Stop,"  said  I;  "  your  shot  would  be  wasted  on  these  impene- 
trable scales.  I  know  a  better  method  of  mastering  our  gentle- 
man." 

So  saying,  I  cut  down  a  tolerably  stout  stick  and  a  light  rod, 
fastening  to  the  former  a  piece  of  thread  with  a  running  knot,  which 
I  held  in  my  right  hand ;  in  my  left,  I  carried  the  rod  for  ray  sole 
weapon.  Then  I  advanced  gently,  without  making  the  least  noise, 
towards  the  sleeper.  As  soon  as  I  got  within  reach,  I  whistled  a 
sweet  and  lively  air ;  at  first  very  softly,  increasing  gradually  in 
force  and  loudness,  until  the  animal  awoke.  He  opened  his  eyes, 
and  appeared  to  listen  with  great  pleasure  to  the  unexpected 
melody.  Soon  he  fell  into  a  delightful  lethargy,  during  which  I 
contrived  to  slip  my  running  knot  around  his  neck.  Then,  still 
continuing  my  vocal  exercitation,  I  gave  him  a  slight  shock,  which 
brought  him  down  from  his  crag.  I  put  my  foot  on  his  back,  and 
with  my  soli's  assistance  made  myself  master  of  him*.  Frederick 
would  fain  have  fired  at  his  throat,  for  the  animal,  now  thoroughly 
wakened,  defended  himself  vigorously,  and  dealt  Rudly  a  blow  with 
his  tail  which  flung  him  to  the  ground.  But,  desirous  of  complet- 
ing my  enterprise,  I  bade  Frederick  put  down  his  gun,  and  as  the 
i^guana — poor  victim  of  his  musical  tastes  ! — turned  upon  me  his 
jaws,  bristling  with  small,  strong,  sharp  teeth,  I  thrust  my  rod 
into  the  nostrils.  A  few  drops  of  blood  were  ejected,  and  at  the 
same  moment  the  animal  died,  apparently  without  pain. 

My  sons,  in  their  wonderment  at  this  result,  inquired  if  I  had 
invented  a  new  means  of  charming  and  conquering  dragons  and 
serpents.  I  replied  that  it  was  the  one  generally  adopted  in 
America  for  capturing  the  reptile,  but  I  had  never  known  it  so 
completely  successful. 

We  had  now  to  think  of  carrying  off  our  game ;  for  game  it 
was,  and  of  the  most  delicate  character.  I  decided  to  take  the 
animal  on  my  back  by  the  fore- paws,  while  my  sons  supported  it 
by  the  tail.     Thus  loaded,  we  retraced  our  steps  to  Calabash  Wood, 
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not  without  laughing  at  the  singiilnr  Appcnrancc  I  prcscntetl, 
staggering  under  bo  strange  a  burden. 

On  approaching  the  spot  where  wc  1ia<1  left  our  sleilgo,  wc  fouml 
my  wife  uneasy  at  our  prolonged  absence,  and  on  seeing  us  draw  near 
with  slow  steps,  and  without  the  usual  huzzas,  she  felt  afraid  that 
some  accident  had  befallen  one  or  other  of  us.  Our  arrival,  and 
our  bursts  of  laughter,  re-assured  her;  but  poor  little  Fritz  was 
much  disturbed  by  the  sight  of  the  uionstrous  game  we  carried. 
We  jested  with  the  little  coward  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then 
amused  our  family  by  describing  the  circumstances  of  our  capture. 

The  day  was  now  far  mlvanced,  and  my  wife  proposed  we  should 
return  home,  for  fear  we  might  be  surprised  on  our  way  by  the 
approach  of  night.  As  the  sledge  was  heavily  loaded,  and  the  ass 
oould  only  draw  it  very  slowly  on  account  of  the  uneven  grounil, 
we  resolved  to  leave  it  behind,  and  to  convey  on  our  donkey's  back 
only  the  iguaua,  the  crab,  and  a  bagful  of  guavas.  As  for  the 
bustard,  my  wife  having  very  skilfully  banda^^ul  up  her  wounded 
wing,  we  fastened  a  string  to  her  foot,  and  the  poor  creature,  en- 
ticed by  some  morsels  of  cassava  bread  which  my  wife  occasionally 
threw  to  her,  consented  to  follow  us.  The  return  journey  did  not 
appear  very  long:  we  reached  Falcon's- Nest  before  sunset,  and 
luid  time  to  prepare  for  our  supixa*  a  portion  of  the  iguana,  which 
we  unanimously  pronounced  excellent.  Master  Rudly's  crab  won 
less  favour ;  it  was  leathery  and  tasteless.  Finally,  we  gave  t)ur 
animals  their  evening  meal ;  I  performed  my  accustomed  circuit  of 
our  habitation ;  and  night  had  already  overspread  the  skies  when 
wo  moimted  to  our  leafy  cradle,  and  sought  the  repose  of  which  we 
stood  in  need. 

I  had  a  great  desire  to  make  an  excursion,  accompanied  only 
by  my  eldest  son,  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  the  country  on 
whose  shores  we  had  been  so  strangely  thrown,  antl  whether  it 
was  an  island  or  the  projecting  point  of  some  continent.  T(> 
colour  my  absence  in  the  eyes  of  my  wife,  who  was  always  troubled 
when  any  of  us  left  lier,  I  had  a  capital  excuse  in  the  sledge,  which 
wc  had  left  in  the  woods  on  the  previous  evening,  and  which  it  was 
necessary  we  should  fetch.     T  took  the  ass  and  cme  of  the  dogs, 
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and  my  iton  ami  I,  well  armed,  with  a  bag  of  provisioiu*  on  our 
bftck,  quiltal  Falcon 'o-Nest  a[t«r  breaklut. 

While  traveTsiD^r  a  grove  of  young  oaks,  of  the  ipecies  wbonc 
acorns  are  iweet  and  good  to  eat,  we  fbimd  there  our  greedy  sow 
occupied  in  regaling  herself  on  a  dainty  so  much  to  her  tast«,  and  I 
Mw  with  pleasure  that  the  service  wa  had  rendered  her  the  day 
bcforu  ill  ik-livcrin^  her  from  our  dogs  had  considerably  tamed  her. 


>\ 


8lie  gruntoil  a  little  on  uur  aiipruuch,  but  did  tint  liiki- 
to  flight.  Further  on,  wo  met  with  sonio  very  beau- 
tiful binls,  a  few  of  ivliich  Freilerick'K  gun  brought 
down  :  I  rL>cognirA?d  among  them  the  great  blue  Vir-  \ 

giniiin  jny,  and  vorious  kinds  of  parroquets.  While 
wo  were  busy  exHiiiintiig  them,  we  became  aware  of  a  straii)^' 
Bound,  something  like  that  of  a  muffled  drum  mingled  with  tlic 
sliritl  noise  of  a  saw  being  sharpened;  the  idea  that  it  might  be 
tlio  war- music  of  a  troop  of  savagw  induced  as  to  ahelter  onrwlves 
immediately  in  a  neighbouring  thicket.  We  had  scarcely  done  so 
before  wo  dincovercd  the  real  cause  of  the  mysterious  sounds :  on 
the  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree,  which  lay  stretched  across  a  clearing  in  the 
wood,  Htood  a  beautiful  bird  of  a  lustrous  g^reenish  black,  his  wingx 
and  tail  markoil  with  broad  white  bands ;  there  ho  stood,  strutting 
to  and  fro,  wliocUng  ronnd  and  round,  flapping  his  wings,  and 
making  a  thousand  strange  contortions  before  a  score  of  hens  of 
hid  own  aiiecies,  which  seemed  to  have  assembled  in  voiceless  ad- 
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miration.  I  iiiime«liatelv  rcc<^:»ni7AMl  tlio  llufuvl  ilrou»JiM»t  (\iii:ula. 
SO  named  from  the  beautiful  o«.»lIar  uf  feathers  wliieli  lie  stirs  and 
swells  at  will.  These  shrill  quiek  aceents,  these  rapitl  movements. 
and  all  this  amusing  pantomime  were  de^iirned  to  pit  her  annind 
him  the  females  of  the  nei^hbourhoo<l ;  hut  the  ic^un  of  my  eternal 
hunter  snddenlj  cut  short  the  triumph  of  tlie  tanfariuiadin^  hinl; 
uttering  sharp  cries  of  alarm,  the  hens  took  llight,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate fell  wounded  moirtally. 

I  reprimandeii  my  son  for  the  ineonsiderate  arilour  whiih  led 
him  thus  to  kill  everything  he  encountered. 

"  Why,"  said  I,  "  this  rage  for  incessant  and  uncK'ss  destruction! 
Undoubtedly  the  cliosc  is  lawful,  as  a  means  of  procuring  \'kmh\  or 
destroying  dangerous  and  noxious  animals;  but  to  tlcstroy  for 
the  mere  sake  of  destroying  is  what  I  can  ncitlier  umlcrstand  nor 
pardon/' 

Fretlerick  smiled,  with  an  embarrassed  air ;  he  felt  the  justice 
of  my  reproach.  However,  the  thing  being  done,  I  thought  it 
was  better  after  all  to  profit  by  it,  and  I  despatched  him  to  pick 
up  his  game. 

"  Tis  a  Bplendid  creature,"  said  he,  returning  with  it,  *'  which 
would  have  made  a  handsome  figure  in  our  poultry  yard,  if  I  had 
been  less  impetuous." 

Placing  it  on  our  donkey,  wo  moved  forward. 

In  Calabash  Wood  we  found  the  sleilge  and  its  contents  undis- 
turbed. Wo  decided  upon  leaving  it  there  provisionally,  while 
we  attempted  an  excursion  beyond  our  wall  of  rock,  and  penetrated 
into  a  region  we  had  never  before  visited.  Hut  wo  took  with  us 
our  patient  "  Grizel "  to  carry  our  provisions,  and  the  game  or 
any  other  articles  with  which  wo  might  have  occasion  to  load  him. 

When  we  ha<l  found  a  gap  in  tho  rocks  wc  entered  upon  a  fair 
and  smiling  country,  whose  vegetation  corresponded  to  that  on 
the  other  side.  Everywhere  gigantic  trees  and  tall  luxuriant 
grasses;  we  could  only  advance  slowly,  and  with  great  caution, 
keeping  a  sharp  look-out  on  either  hand  that  nothing  of  utility 
escaped  our  notice,  and  to  giiard  against  any  unexpected  danger, 
'i'urk  marchc<l  in  advance,  his  ears  extended,  his  nose  in  the  air. 
Then  came  the  ass,  with  slow,  indiirereut  step ;  and  we,  with  our 
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guns  on  our  aliouldors,   followed    these   faithful   and   peaceahio 
aoimalH. 

From  time  to  time  we  met  with  lai^  fields  of  potatoes  or 
manioc,  amoog  wfaose  roots  we  could  discern  numerous  troops  of 
agoutis  at  their  innocent  play ;  but  we  passed  by  this  game  with 
soornfal  indifference,  for  we  had  not  relished  its  flesh.  On  tho 
road  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  new  species  of  plant ;  its 
branclies  were  profusely  loaded  with  smalj  white  berries  of  about 
the  size  of  a  pea,  covered  with  greasy  matter :  on  presaing  these 
Iwtwcci)  my  lingers,  I  recognized  the  bush  to  be  the  caudlcberry 
myrtle  (ilyrica  ceri/era),  which  yields  a  wax  siiitable  for  the  inauu- 
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fiictnre  of  candles.  I  felt  delighted  at  tlie  discovery,  and  liefore 
going  further,  picked  a  bagful  of  the  berries,  for  I  knew  how  keenly 
my  wife  would  appreciate  this  "  treasure -trove."  Every  day  she 
deplored  tho  necessity  we  were  under  of  going  to  roost,  like  the 
chickens,  as  soon  as  the  sun  set.  It  was  a  precious  "  hsndsel,"  a:id 
we  did  not  regret  the  time  spent  in  collecting  it. 


A  CURIOUS  SI-fUTACLK 


Ai*  we  cimtinaed 
tiuiull;  attracted  by 
which  maile  iin  unn 
upon  flowers  of  m 
by  resplendent  bu       fl 
coloured  plumage.     P 
little  ones  in  their     eh 
snd  was  skilful  en       h 
it  was  on  tlic  po 
handkercbief,  and,  pro 
marking  tliat  bo  w 


paces  beyond,  we  enmc  upon  a  colony  of  social  binls,  all  livinp; 
together  in  a  mnltitmlc  of  nests  nnder  a  common  slielter,  n-bich, 
undoiibteilly  tbey  bail  alt  combined  to  build;  it  wits  a  kind  of 
Kloping  roof,  made  of  straw,  dry  twif^,  moss,  and  knendcd  earlli, 
which  rendered  it  as  impcnetrahlo  by  rain  an  by  the  sun's  beams. 
We  spent  some  time  admiiing  tliiK  new  inarvcl  and  we  had  to 
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remind  ourselves  of  tlio  danger  of  delay  before  we  could  abandor 
a  spectacle  so  inlerosting  as  tliiu  feathered  colony. 


It  led  us  to  speak  of  the  facts  concerning  gregarious  animals 
which  naturalists  have  collected  and  recorded  ;  we  Buccessiyely  re- 
called the  ingenious  labours  of  the  beavers  and  the  marmota ;  the 
not  less  wonderful  aTchitecturo  of  bees,  hornets,  and  anta ;  nor  did 
I  forget  to  mention  the  details  related  by  travellers  of  the  huge 
and  munificent  ant-hills  of  America,  with  their  solid  and  artisti- 
cally constructed  lamparts.     These  frequently  resemble  an  oven  in 
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shape,  and  have  been  successfully  employed  by  roan  for  the  sama 
purposes. 

During  these  anecdotes,  to  which  my  son  listened  with  lively 
interest,  ne  had  reached  a  cluster  of  trees  whose  character  and 


foliage  were  wholly  unknown  to  us.  They  varied  from  forty  to 
sixty  feet  in  height,  and  their  furrowed  and  rent  bark  exuded 
small  dro[)S  of  a  thick  resinous  juice.  With  a  little  trouble 
Frederick  detnehcd  one  of  these,  which  the  air  had  hardened ;  but, 


:iOe  WHAT  IS  IKDIA-MCBDER  ? 

enJeavuuring  to  soften  it  in  hia  hands,  he  Tound  himself  diMp- 
pointed.  The  heat  only  made  it  stretch.  He  then  tried  to  bieak 
it  by  pulling  the  two  extremities,  but  immediately  he  let  go  of 
them  it  resumed  its  original  fonn. 

Equally  surprised  and  delighted 
at  his  discovery,  Frederick  sprang 
towards  me,  crying, — 

"  Father,  I  have  found  some 
india-ruhher." 

"  Is  it  true  ? "  1  cried  with 
eagerness;  "for  if  bo,  you  have 
made  n  discovery  peculiarly  valu- 
able to  UB." 

My  son  thought  I  wob  jesting. 
"  Of  what  use,"  said  he,  "  will 
india-rubber  be  to  us?     We  have 
nothing  to  draw  with,  and  no  pencil- 
marks  to  rub  out." 

I  explained  to  him  the  various 
uses  of  caoutchouc ;  how  it  was  not 
only  Kci-viceable  te  the  artist,  but 
ivas  one  of  the  best  substitutes  in 
the  world  for  cloth,  on  account  of 
,  impermeability.  I  added  that  it 
.  would  make  ufi  capital  shoes  and 
le^ings.  This  idea  interested  him 
greatly,  and  he  begged  me  to  ex- 
plain how  such  a  result  was  ar- 
rived at. 

"  Caoutchouc,"  said  I,  "  is  the 
milky   juice    which    exudes    from 
various  Tropical  trees.     The   na- 
tives collect   it  by  making  large 
?^~^^'  incisions  iu  the  bark,  receiving  the 

»«"  sap  in  vessels,  which  they  keep  in 

constant  motion  to  prevent  it  from 
4  state  they  lay  it  upon  small  bottles  of  an 


solidifying.     In 
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eKtremely  tliin  glass.  It  is  theu  dried  in  smoke,  and  obtains  the 
dark  brown  colour  so  well  known  as  th&t  of  the  iadia-rubber  of 
commerce.  Wlten  nearly  dry  the  bottle  is  broken,  and  the  pieces 
carefully  extracted  from  the  mouth.  A  similar  process  ia  employed 
in  the  preparation  of  boots  and  shoes :  fill  one  of  your  shoes  with 
sand,  and  lay  upon  the  model  thus  obtained  as  many  layera  of 
caoutchouc  as  may  he  necessary  to  form  a  solid  leather.  After- 
wards empty  out  the  sand,  and,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  you  mil 
have  a  capital  india-rubber  shoe." 

Wo  seemed  inspived  to  fresh  exertions  by  the  hope  of  securing 
comfortable  boots,  which  would  protect  our  feet  from  thorn  and 
bramble.  For  some  time  we  continued  to  traverse  an  apparently 
interminable  foriiKl,  including'  tieen  of  a  thousand  different  species. 


Some  small   apes    disporting  among  the  cocoa-nut  palmu,  sup- 
plied us  with  frLbh  nuts,  of  which,  after  plentifully  re^^ling  our- 

c1*i»H   vp(v>llecti'd  a  I  o  loratp  supply.    Among  these  trees  I  noticed 
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several  of  a  toler- 
tible  height,  which 
I  coajectured  to  be 
sago -palms,  from 
the  white  diut 
sprinkled  over 
their  leaves.  I 
eatisSed  myself  by 
cutting  open  a 
fltem  which  had 
boon  uprooted  and 
laid  proHtiute  by 
the  wind ;  and  in 
its  interior  I  found 
R  white  farinaceous 
pith,  which  was, 
indeed,    the    sago 


iport 


into 


Europe  from  the 
Indies.  Delighted 
with  this  dis- 
covery, which  was 
for  us,  as  was 
evcr)rthing  of  Oti 
edible  nature,  very 
important,  my  son 
und  I  Ket  to  work, 
stripped  the  bark 
from  the  trunk, 
nnd  scoojied  out 
o(  the  interior 
nearly  twenty -five 
pounds  of  that 
8»oQ-rAi.«  [/■)««i«/«rinif™).  pretioiia  pith.  The 

task  occupied  us  upwards  of  an  hour.  We  then  became  sensible 
both  of  hunger  and  thirst,  and  as,  moreover,  the  day  was  rapidly 
declining,  I  did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  push  our  investigations 
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tmj  further.  We  made  towards  the  sea-shore,  and  having  mounted 
the  rocky  headland  which  we  had  named  Cape  Hope  Deceived, 
coald  see  nothing  novel  anyvhere  aroand  ii&.  On  all  sides  flourished 
the  same  rich  and  vigorous  vegetation  ;  the  Esme  landscapes,  the 
same  solitude,  met  our  wistful  gaze ;  and  not  a  trace  ol  human 
beings  could  be  discerned.  We  decided,  therefore,  on  retracing 
uur  steps  to  Calabash  Wood,  where  we  had  left  our  proviHions.  In 
its  pleasant  shade  we  enjoyed  a  hearty  meal,  and  htiving  thoroughly 
rested  ourselves,  wc  deposited  all  our  treasures  on  the  sledge,  har- 
nessed our  quiet  donkey,  and  set  our  faces  towards  Pal  con's- Nest. 

My  wife  was  delighted  at  our  return,  and  received  with  great 
favour  the  new  farinaceoaa  product  we  had  brought  her.  The 
pretty  green  and  red  parroquet  which  Frederick  had  captured,  the 
story  of  the  social  birds,  of  the  rulfcd  grouse,  and,  above  all,  o[  the 
caoutchouc,  which  was  to  provide  us  with  impenetrable  chaussurea, 
amused  and  diverted  us  during  our  evening  repast. 

But  my  wife  reserved  her  particular  attention  for  the  wasen 
berries,  of  which  we  showed  her  a  large  bag  full  She  rejoiced  at 
the  news  that  she  would  at  length  be  provided  with  an  evening 
light,  and  not  be  constrained  to  retire  to  bed,  as  had  hitherto  been 
the  case,  the  moment  day  was  ended. 


g^ET  the  leader  rest  agsurcrl  that,  next 
day,  my  wife  and  children  gave  me  no 
rest  until  I  hod  undertaken  my  manu- 
factory of  candles.  The  trade  of  a 
candle  maker  was,  for  me,  an  entirely 
newone  Butlwell  remembered  having 
seen  the  variouR  proceiises,  and  endea- 
vounng  to  recall  to  my  mind  all  that 
I  knew  I  set  to  work. 
First,  I  carefully  picked  off  all  the  berries,  and  these  the  chil- 
dren throw  into  a  lai^  boiler  nhith  I  placed  over  a  moderate  fire. 
The  waten  envelopes  of  the  beinea  soon  melted  in  the  boiling 
water  and  while  the  bemos  sunk  to  the  bottom,  a  beautiful  green 
wax  rose  to  the  surface.  This  I  carefully  removed  with  a  large 
flat  spoon,  and  as  it  collected,  deposited  in  a  great  earthen  vessel 
standing  by  my  side.  When  it  was  nearly  full,  1  took  the  wicks 
which  my  wito,  meanwhile,  had  prepared  of  the  thread  of  sailcloth, 
and  fastened  them  in  fours  to  a  small  stick. 

After  dipping  them  in  the  liquid  wax,  I  suspended  them  on  two 
branches  of  a  tree  to  dry.  I  repented  this  operation  until  the  candle 
was  of  a  sufficient  thickness.  Tlic  whole  were  then  stored  in  a  cool 
shady  place  near  the  fountain,  to  acquire  a  proper  consiBtency,  and 
that  same  evening  we  put  their  illuminating  qualities  to  the  test. 
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My  wife  was  delighted  with  the  invention;  and  although  our 
candles  were  of  unequal  sizes^  and  their  light  was  not  very  pure, 
they  agreeably  reminded  us  of  European  usages,  while  enabling 
us  to  add  to  our  days  several  hours  which  had  previously  been 
wasted. 

This  success  emboldened  us  to  attempt  another  manufacture. 
My  wife  deeply  regretted  the  daily  loss  of  all  the  cream  which 
might  have  been  gathered  from  the  milk  of  our  cow  and  goats. 
She  had  attempted  to  make  some  butter  by  beating  up  the  cream 
in  a  vessel ;  but  whether  she  was  deficient  in  patience,  or  whether 
the  heat  of  the  climate  was  the  cause,  she  had  not  succeeded.  A 
churn  was  required,  but  as  I  did  not  think  myself  skilful  enough  to 
make  one,  I  conceived  the  idea  of  supplying  its  place  by  a  simple 
method  which  I  had  somewhere  read  of  as  practised  by  the  Hot- 
tentots. 

These  people  fabricate  their  butter  by  enclosing  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  cream  in  a  skin  stitched  up  like  a  bag,  and  shaking  it  to 
and  fro  with  a  regular  movement  of  the  arm.  For  the  skin  I  sub- 
stituted a  large  pumpkin,  cleaned  out,  and  divided  into  halves ;  I 
filled  it  with  about  three  quarts  of  cream,  sealed  it  hermetically, 
and  having  fastened  to  four  posts  the  comers  of  a  square  piece  of 
canvas,  I  placed  the  gourd  in  the  centre,  and  directed  two  of  the 
boys  to  shake  the  canvas  with  a  slow  but  regular  movement,  like 
rocking  a  child's  cradle. 

The  exercise  amused  them  greatly ;  but  what  was  more  to  our 
advantage,  when,  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  opened  our 
machine,  we  found  therein  a  lump  of  excellent  butter,  which  my 
wife  made  use  of  at  supper,  to  the  intense  satisfaction  of  all  her 
guests. 

In  another  experiment  I  was  less  successful.  I  was  desirous  of 
constructing  a  cart  or  car  to  take  the  place  of  our  sledge,  which 
on  some  kinds  of  ground  was  almost  \iseless ;  but  though  I  had 
the  advantage  of  a  couple  of  wheels  brought  from  the  ship,  I 
turned  out  but  a  heavy  and  ungainly  machine.  Shapeless  as  it 
was,  however,  it  proved  very  useful  for  collecting  our  harvest.    * 

While  I  was  thus  engaged  in  the  improvement  of  our  stock,  my 
wife  and  sons  were  by  no  means  idle.     They  undertook  the  deco- 
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rative  work;  from  the  orchard  where  I  had  planted  them  they 
removed  the  fruit-trees,  and  arranged  them,  with  much  intelligence, 
in  the  places  hest  adapted  to  facilitate  their  growth.  I  assisted 
the  boys  with  my  (Jounsel,  and  in  the  more  laborious  part  of  their 
work  with  my  active  help.  For  instance,  I  directed  them  to  plant 
the  vine  at  the  foot  of  the  roots  of  our  giant  tree,  and  the  chest- 
nuts, walnuts,  and  cherry  trees  in  parallel  rows,  stretching  from 
Family  Bridge  towards  Falcon's-Nest,  and  forming  a  shady  avenue 
for  our  recreation  when  we  visited  Tent-Town.  Between  these 
trees  we  laid  down  a  solid  footway,  which  we  might  conveniently 
traverse  in  all  weathers  ;  and  as  our  wheel-barrows  were  not  strong 
enough  for  this  work,  I  constructed  a  small  cart,  which  was  drawn 
by  our  patient  ass. 

We  next  addressed  ourselves,  with  busy  hands,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  Tent- Town,  our  first  settlement,  and  our  possible  refuge 
in  case  of  future  danger. 

Nature  had  done  little  for  it ;  but  we  supplied  her  place  as  best 
we  could  by  planting  there  those  trees  which  flourish  most  under 
great  heat,  such  as  the  citron,  pistachio,  and  shaddock — the  latter 
a  kind  of  orange  whose  fruit  is  as  large  as  an  infant's  head — the 
almond,  the  mulberry,  and  the  Indian  fig,  with  its  long  spiry  leaves. 
In  a  short  time  we  completely  transformed  this  once  desert  spot, 
and  our  plantations  thriving  mightily,  a  barren  and  burning  waste 
of  sand  was  converted  into  a  grove  blooming  with  fruits  and 
flowers. 

But  as  Tent- Town  was  intended  for  an  asylum  in  case  of  need, 
rather  than  for  a  "  bower  of  delights'*  or  an  "  Armida's  garden," 
it  was  there  we  stored  our  arms,  our  munitions,  and  provisions  of 
every  kind ;  and,  not  content  with  embellishing  it,  we  resolved  to 
augment  its  defensive  capabilities.  For  this  purpose  we  surrounded 
it  with  a  fence  of  stout  prickly  bushes,  so  as  to  render  it  impreg- 
nable against  the  attacks  of  wild  animals,  and  even  strong  enough 
to  hold  out  against  a  leaguer  of  savages,  if  there  were  any  in  the 
country.  We  likewise  fortified  our  bridge,  whose  movable  planks 
might,  by  being  withdrawn,  impede  an  enemy's  passage;  and  a 
gentle  eminence  in  the  interior  was  mounted  with  the  two  small 
guns  of  the  pinnace. 


A  NEW  WANT  EXPERIENCED. 


Upwards  of  three  montliB  were  spent  iu  the  completion  of  these 
various  important  (nska ;  and  every  Sunday — for  nothing  was  suf- 
fered to  int«rrupt  our  devotional  exercises — I  heartily  thanked  God 
that  the  health  of  my  children,  far  from  being  injured  by  their 
prolonged  fatigues,  was,  on  the  contrary,  improved,  while  their 
strength  and  vigonr  every  day  mntured.  AH  went  well  in  our  little 
colony :  our  food  was  abundant  and  wholesome ;  only  one  want 
made  itself  conspicuous— that  of  a  new  supply  of  clothing.  Our 
linen  and  outer  garments,  though  carefully  mended  by  my  indus- 
trious wife,  fell  into  a  truly  disquieting  condition  of  dilapidation, 
and  we  had  no  means  of  renewing  them.  I  was  atvare  that  the 
wreck,  whence  we  had  derived  so  many  useful  and  valuable  articles, 
contained  somewhere  several  chests  of  linen,  bales  of  cloth,  and 
other  things  of  the  same  kind ;  but  I  hod  been  prevented  under- 
taking another  voyage  by  the  multiplicity  of  my  labours.  How- 
over,  a  desire  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  ill-fated  vessel,  as 
well  as  the  urgent  need  to  which  we  were  reduced,  now  dctcrniined 
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me  to  put  to  sea  in  the  pinnace,  and  attempt  an  expedition,  which 
I  announced  to  my  wife  would  be  the  last. 

We  found  the  wreck  still  lying  hard  and  fast  upon  the  reef,  almost 
in  the  same  state  in  which  we  had  left  her ;  the  winds  and  the  sea 
had  only  torn  away  a  few  timbers,  and  these  the  waves  had  quickly 
borne  to  our  shores. 

We  explored  the  whole  of  her  interior,  discovering  many  very 
useful  things,  which  we  transported  to  our  pinnace ;  the  bales  of 
cloth  and  linen  were  not  forgotten,  nor  were  several  casks  of  pitch. 
Everything  which  was  movable,  such  as  doors,  cabin  -  windows, 
tables,  benches,  was  good  booty.  We  had  to  make  several  trips  in 
the  day  to  carry  off  all  this  plunder,  but  we  fairly  made  ourselves 
masters  of  the  remains  of  the  ship.  And  after  we  had  gutted  her 
interior,  I  devised  a  plan  for  obtaining  possession  of  all  that  was  still 
valuable  of  her  timbers ;  namely,  to  blow  her  up,  for  I  calculated 
that  the  winds  and  waves  together  would  float  the  greater  part  of 
them  to  our  shores. 

We  soon  completed  our  preparations :  we  rolled  a  cask  of  powder 
to  the  bottom  of  the  hold,  and  inserted  in  it  a  sulphur  match 
which  would  burn  for  several  hours ;  after  which  we  pushed  off 
from  the  doomed  wTeck  with  all  speed.  The  current  and  the 
breeze  bore  us  swiftly  and  securely  to  Safety  Bay,  where  all  our 
wealth  was  temporarily  deposited.  We  felt  ourselves  thoroughly 
exhausted  with  the  day's  fatigue. 

I  proposed  to  my  wife  that  we  should  take  our  evening  meal  on 
the  summit  of  the  small  eminence  I  have  spoken  of,  as  from  thence 
we  could  command  a  view  of  the  wreck. 

While  seated  at  our  table,  gaily  chatting,  the  shades  of  evening 
gathered  over  us ;  the  darkness  became  deep  and  deeper ;  when 
suddenly  there  rose  above  the  waves  a  vast  pillar  of  fire,  illuminat- 
ing the  waters,  and  even  throwing  a  bright  red  reflection  on  the 
shore.  A  tremendous  report  quickly  followed;  it  was  the  last 
groan  of  the  ship  as  she  sunk  beneath  the  waves,  and  the  last  tie 
which  united  us  to  Europe  was  broken ! 

The  reflection  filled  our  hearts  with  sudden  sadness,  and  instead 
of  the  joyous  shouts  which  I  had  expected,  I  heard  nothing  but 
sighs  and  sobs  around,  nor  could  I  myself  refrain  from  shedding 
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tears  We  theu  felt  how  powerful  iii  tlic  licurt  ol  ninii  is  tliat 
sentiment  wbich  we  call  Patiiotu.m  and  liow  cloaoly  it  brnda  hin 
to  the  place  where  be  was  born  and  vhere  he  spent  1  is  youthful 
years  In  gloomy  fikntc  ivereturnei  to  Tint  Town  it  seemeil 
to  U8  as   if  in  destroy ini?  the   slij    wi,   1    1   dcstroyel   an  old 


Thi,  ni(,l  t  h  rqa  w.  n  i  icnl  ut  diesnatcJ  thtai.  in  el  and  ml  y  reflet 
tiona  We  rose  nitli  tin  sun  and  hastened  to  the  shore  t)  o  sea 
waastreun  with  wreck  wlucl  with  a  little  troibli  it  wng  easy 
to  get  auborc  Among  other  things  vn.  secured  some  great  coppei 
pans  which  had  been  destit  el  for  a  sugar  refliicry  and  wh  ch  we 
determined  to  use  as  powder  magazines  co\Lritg  with  them  the 
casks  which  contained  that  dangerous  hut  precious  material  A 
sheltered  spot  under  the  rocks  was  selected  for  the  site  of  our 
arsenal  so  that  if  eien  an  explosion bhonld  take  place  itnouldnot 
injure  us  or  ours 

While  we  were  busied  m  these  matters  my  wife  who  hal  shared 
in  all  our  lahourn,  hctook  herself  to  the  sea-shore  to  obtain  a  little 
rest.  There  she  discovered  that  two  of  our  ducks  and  a  goose  had 
batched  a  brood  among  the  reeds,  and  wore  conducting  to  the 
water  a  pretty  feathered  family.  This  agreeable  surpriso  gave  us 
great  satisfaction,  and  ducklings  nud  goslings  were  saluted  by  us 
with  a  merry  cheer,  arising  from  a  scltish  Lope  that  we  should  sec 
thetn,  in  due  time,  figuring  as  "  a  roast "  upon  our  table ;  we 
threw  them  some  crunihs  of  bread  to  tame  them.  These  domestic 
cares  reminded  ns  so  vividly  of  all  our  Utile  family  at  Falcon'ii- 
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Nest,  and  of  the  delights  of  that  pleasant  abode,  that  we  resolved 
to  put  off  for  a  few  days  our  remaiuiDg  tasks  at  Tent- Town,  and 
retUTD  on  the  morrow  to  our  leafy  bower. 

On  approaching  Falcon's -Nest  we  foiuid  most  of  the  young  trees 
bent  by  the  wind,  and  1  therefore  resolved  to  go  next  day  to  the 
other  side  of  Cape  Hope  Deceived,  and  cut  some  bamboos,  which 
might  be  converted  into  stakes  and  fences  for  the  protection  of  our 
young  and  still  tender  plants. 

The  day  was  spent  in  various  occupationH.  On  the  following 
morning,  when  I  made  known  my  intended  expedition,  everybody 
wanted  to  accompany  me  ;  the  general  curiosity  had  been  excited 
by  our  stories  of  the  wonders  of  that  region,  still  unknown  to  all 
the  family  but  Prederick  and  myself.  Hy  wife  and  sons  found  a 
thousand  pretences  why  I  should  not  go  without  them  :  our  henfi 
were  on  the  point  of  incubation,  and  some  pullets'  eggs  were  really 
needed ;  the  wax  candles  were  nearly  finished,  and  a  fresh  supply 
of  wax  was  urgently  required ;  Rudly  wanted  to  collect  guavas, 
and  little  Fritz  to  cut  some  sugar-cane.  I  therefore  consented 
that  we  should  travel  en  familte.  We  harneBsed  our  ass  and  cow 
to  our  new  cart,  and  carried  with  us  a  supply  of  provisions  and  a 
lai^e  sail  for  a  tent,  for  I  foresaw  that  our  absence  would  extend 
over  several  days.  The  weather  was  glorious,  and  we  set  out  on 
our  march,  singing  merrily. 

I  conducted  ray  caravan  at  first  across  the  manioc  and  potata- 
fields,  and  through  the  grove  of  guava  trees,  on  whose  fruit  my 
sons  amply  regaled  themselves.  Our  cart  jolted  painfully  over  the 
uneven  soil,  though  we  had  greased  the  axle  with  lard,  of  which  we 
had  found  a  barrel  in  the  wreck ;  hut  our  axes  and  patience 
triumphed  over  every  obstacle. 

In  due  time  wc  reached  the  groat  Bird -republic,  which  stimu- 
lated the  admiration  and  curiosity  of  my  sons,  and  afforded  Ernest 
an  opportunity  of  displaying  his  scientific  acquirements.  He  in- 
formed U.S  that  the  members  of  the  immense  colony  belonged,  ac- 
cording to  the  Linnean  system,  to  the  genus  Loxia  gngaria^  and 
according  to  modem  naturalists,  to  that  of  Loxia  socia.  He 
pointed  out  the  sagacity  of  these  birds,  which,  feeding  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  berries  of  the  Myriea  eerifera,  had  cstablislied  them- 
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selves  111  a  locality  where  that  plant  abounded  While  listening 
with  interest  to  Ernests  discouise,  and  watching  tlie  birds  inces- 
sautly  going  in  and  out  of  their  common  citj,  we  obtained  a  supply 
of  wax  from  the  neiglibouniig  bushen  We  filled  two  bags  with 
the  bernCH,  and  a  third  nitli  gua\ns,  of  which  my  wife  intended  tu 
make  some  prwer\ei. 


Loiit  SooiA. 


Next  we  directed  our  steps  to  the  caoutchouc  tree.  I  made 
some  incisions  in  the  bark,  and  arranged  a  quantity  of  calabash 
shells  to  catch  the  milky  sap,  for  I  had  resolved  to  delay  no 
longer  the  manufacture  of  impermeable  shoes  and  leggings  for  my 
sons  and  myself. 

Afterwards  we  entered  the  palm  wood,  and  then  directing  our 
course  a  little  to  the  left,  debouched  upon  the  most  fertile  and 
delightful  plain  imaginable.  On  one  side  extended  a  field  of  sngar- 
canes,  crowned  by  a  grove  of  palms ;  on  the  other,  a  breadth  of 
rustling  bamboos ;  before  us  stretched  the  rocky  headland  of  Capo 
Hope  Deceived,  and  in  the  diiitanco  the  magnificent  panorama  of 
the  shining  sea. 
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It  was  unanimously  decided  that  we  should  make  this  lovely 
place  the  centre  of  our  excursions,  and  we  were  much  inclined 
to  establish  in  it  our  abode,  and  abandon  our  residence  at 
Falcon's-Nest.  But  as  it  was  unable  to  afford  the  security  wc 
enjoyed  at  the  latter  place,  we  quickly  gave  up  a  project  which 
was  only  suggested  by  the  beauty  of  a  new  and  enchanting  land- 
scape. 

We  unyoked  our  cattle,  and  arranged  to  pass  the  night,  and 
perhaps  a  day  or  two,  in  the  valley.  After  a  light  repast,  we 
proceeded  to  our  different  employments  ;  some  in  search  of  sugar- 
canes,  others  to  cut  bamboos,  to  strip  them  both  of  their  leaves, 
make  them  up  into  bundles,  and  deposit  them  in  our  cart.  Tliis 
hard  work  whetted  the  appetite  of  my  young  people,  and  as 
dinner  was  not  yet  ready,  they  compensated  themselves  by  sucking 
the  sugar-canes,  and  then  went  after  a  supply  of  cocoa-nuts, 
with  which  the  trees  were  loaded.  Unfortunately,  they  found 
neither  ape  nor  land-crab  to  assist  theni  in  their  harvest ;  they 
endeavoured  to  climb  the  trunks,  but  after  gaining  a  certain  height, 
they  felt  their  arms  relax,  and  came  down  with  a  run,  somewhat 
confused  by  the  shock. 

I  then  went  to  their  assistance,  giving  them  some  pieces  of 
shark's  skin,  with  which  I  had  taken  care  to  provide  myself  before 
setting  out.  They  fastened  the  rough  skin  round  their  legs,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  a  rope  passed  round  the  trunk  of  the  tree, 
clambered  to  the  top  with  tolerable  ease.  Plying  the  axe  which 
each  carried  in  his  belt,  they  poured  down  upon  the  ground  a  hail- 
storm of  nuts  I  We  opened  them,  and  our  dinner  was  duly  fol- 
lowed by  an  agreeable  dessert.  Frederick  and  Rudly,  who  alone 
had  scaled  the  palm-trees,  were  quite  proud  of  their  prowess,  and 
ironically  jested  Ernest  on  his  idleness;  for  the  professor  had 
passed  the  time  in  looking  at  his  brothers,  and  now,  absorbed  in 
some  private  reflections,  did  not  seem  to  notice  that  he  was  the 
object  of  their  raillery. 

All  at  once  he  gravely  arose ;  then  having  cast  a  sharp  glance 
at  the  crest  of  some  of  the  palms,  he  took  a  cocoa-nut  cup,  and  a 
small  tin  vessel  with  a  handle  to  it,  and  advancing  towards  us  in  a 
dignified  manner,  exclaimed,  in  a  serio-comic  tone, — 
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"  Madam  and  gentlemen,  I  confess  that  the  action  of  climbing  is 
painful  and  disagreeable ;  but  since  it  seems  to  earn  so  much 
honour  for  those  who  practise  it,  I  also  would  fain  attempt  the 
adventure,  in  the  hope  that  I  may  accomplish  something  glorious 
for  myself  and  agreeable  to  the  company." 

Thus  saying,  he  saluted  us :  wrapping  the  shark's  skin  round 
his  legs,  he  approached  a  palm-tree  which  he  had  been  long  ex- 
amining, and  began  to  escalade  it  with  a  vigour  and  an  agility  which 
astonished  us.  His  brothers  burst  out  laughing  on  seeing  him 
climb  a  tree  which  bore  no  fruit,  and  were  malicious  enough  not 
to  tell  him  of  it  until  he  had  reached  the  summit.  EmeSt  made 
no  reply,  but  seating  himself  among  the  leaves,  struck  hard  at  the 
top  of  the  tree,  and  lo,  at  our  feet  fell  a  roll  of  young  and  tender 
leaves,  which  I  immediately  recognized  as  the  palm-cabbage, 
esteemed  so  great  a  delicacy  by  the  Americans.  The  rest  of  the 
family,  not  so  well  acquainted  with  natural  history  as  Ernest, 
received  our  professor's  gift  with  a  fresh  volley  of  sarcasms. 

"  What  a  bad  boy  !  "  exclaimed  his  mother  ;  "  because  he  has 
found  no  nuts  he  is  spitefully  mutilating  the  tree  !  '* 

"  Don't  fret,  mother,"  calmly  answered  Ernest ;  "  that  cabbage 
is  worth  its  price,  and  I  wish  I  may  never  revisit  terra  firma 
if  what  I  bring  you  is  not  worth  all  the  cocoa-nuts  in  the 
world." 

"  Ernest  is  quite  right,"  I  remarked ;  "  he  is  giving  us  a  proof 
of  the  excellent  use  be  has  made  of  his  books,  and  deserves  our 
praise  rather  than  ridicule.  Ah,  my  dear  boys,  learn  to  mistrust 
that  spirit  of  ungenerous  rivalry  which  too  often  breaks  forth  in 
your  words  and  actions,  and  leads  you  to  undervalue  things  which 
you  do  not  understand  ;  you  will  easily  grow  unjust  if  you  yield  to 
it,  and,  what  is  more,  ungrateful." 

However,  our  little  hero  did  not  descend  from  his  leafy 
throne,  but  remained  there  in  complete  tranquillity  and  apparent 
comfort. 

"What  on  earth  are  you  doing  up  there?"  I  cried;  "are  you 
trying  to  replace  the  cabbage  you  have  just  sent  us  ?  *' 

"  No,  no,"  said  he,  laughing ;  "  I  only  want  to  bring  you  some- 
thing to  season  it.     I  mean  a  capital  wine,  whose  quality  I  shall 
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leave  you  to  decide  npon ;  but  it  flows  more  slowly  than  I  .could 
have  wished." 

There  were  freeh  shoutH  of  laughter  and  fresh  signs  of  in- 
oredulit;-  among  his  audience ;  hut  these  quickly  ceased  when 
Bmest  descended,  and  poured  into  his  cocoa-nut  cup  a  rosy  and 
transparent  liquid  with  which  his  tin  vceael  was  about  half  full. 
With  a  graceful  air  he  handed  me  the  cup,  and  invited  me  to  taste, 
t  found  it  genuine  palm  wine ;  a  scarcely  less  agreeable  drink  than 
champagne,  and  very  invigorating  when  taken  in  moderation. 

Everybody  partook  of  the  sweet  liquor,  and  a  thousand  com- 
pliments were  lavished  upon  Ernest,  who  felt  himself  amply  repaid 
for  the  jests  and  quips  of  which  he  had  been  the  object  by  the 
general  praise  and  his  mother's  affectiouate  caresses. 

As  the  enn  wax  now  sinking  rapidly  below  the  horizon,  we  began 
to  think  of  pitching  our  tent  for  the  night.  While  IhuM  engaged, 
our  ass,  which  had  been  browsing  tranquilly  at  a  short  distance, 
seemed  suddenly  agitated  by  aonie  extraordinary  emotion.  He 
pricked  up  his  cam,  raised  his  nose  to  the  wind,  and  with  a  fright- 
ful hee-haw  dashed  olT  into  the  bamboo  forest,  and  disappeared 
from  our  sight. 

Surprised  at  such  an  escapade,  we  scut  our  dogs  in  pursuit  of 
the  fugitive,  and  ourselves  followed  up  his  track  until  we  lost 
sight  of  him  altogether.  The  dogs  were  not  more  fortunate,  and 
after  a  long  and  fruitlcsH  search  we  were  compelled  to  return  with- 
out him. 

I  was  disturbed  by  this  unforeseen  incident ;  not  only  because  the 
loss  of  our  ass  was  for  us  a  serious  calamity,  but  because  I  feared 
the  poor  animal's  sudden  frenzy  was  occasioned  by  the  approach 
of  some  wild  beast.  To  guard  against  the  latter  mishap,  I 
kindled  a  huge  £re  before  our  tent;  but  as  we  had  not  a  sufBcient 
supply  of  dry  wood  to  keep  it  up  all  night,  I  got  some  sugar- 
canes,  tied  them  together  in  the  shape  of  torches,  and  fixed  them 
in  the  ground  on  either  side  of  our  tent — to  serve  as  links  or  fire- 
branda,  and  keep  off  any  prowling  animals,  Our  supper  ended,  wo 
withdrew  into  our  tent  j  as  the  night  was  cool,  we  rejoiced  in  the 
warm  air  set  in  motion  by  our  fires;  and  flung  oursclveB,  without 
undressing,  on  our  heaps  of  moss.    Our  arms  lay  by  our  side.    Wc 
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were  all  so  fatigued  that  we  fell  asleep  immediately ;  but  I  woke  in 
the  night,  and  as  the  bonfire  was  extinct,  kindled  our  sugar-cane 
torches  ;  reassured  by  the  clear  and  vivid  glow  which  they  spread 
all  around,  I  again  composed  myself,  and  slept  undisturbed  till 
morning. 

The  bright  day  found  us  all  in  good  condition.  We  thanked 
God  for  the  protection  he  had  accorded  us,  and  thought  with 
sorrow  of  our  poor  lost  Grizel.  I  had  hoped  the  blaze  of  our  fires 
might  have  brought  the  fugitive  back  to  us  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  but  as  such  was  not  the  case,  I  resolved  to  go  in  quest  of 
him,  and  to  cross  if  necessary  the  dense  barrier  of  bamboos  which 
confronted  us,  and  where  he  had  disappeared.  The  animal  was  of 
such  great  usefulness  to  us  that  we  could  not  afford  to  leave 
untried  any  means  of  recovering  him. 

As  the  two  dogs  would  be  required  on  this  expedition,  I  decided 
that  my  two  eldest  sons  should  remain  to  protect  their  mother  and 
little  Fritz,  while  Rudly  accompanied  me.  He  was  overcome  with 
joy  at  the  preference  thus  accorded  him,  and  we  started  immedi- 
ately, well  armed,  and  mth  a  bag  of  provisions  on  our  back. 

In  about  an  hour's  time,  and  after  much  fruitless  searching 
among  the  reeds,  we  entered  upon  a  great  plain,  whose  sandy  soil 
exhibited  evident  traces  of  our  fugitive's  hoofs.  We  followed  their 
track  with  great  care,  but  the  hopes  they  had  excited  were  speedily 
clouded,  for  the  hoof-prints  of  the  ass  were  mingled  with  those  ap- 
parently of  a  stronger  animal,  until  both  were  altogether  lost.  After 
forcing  our  way  through  several  bushes,  and  crossing  two  or  three 
small  streams,  the  trail  entirely  disappeared. 

We  then  marched  at  hazard,  casting  our  glances  in  all  direc- 
tions over  the  immense  plain  which  stretched  before  us.  Every- 
where prevailed  an  utter  tranquillity,  an  unbroken  solitude ;  the 
birds  were  the  only  living  beings  we  could  discern. 

Encountering  a  torrent  of  some  depth,  we  ascended  its  course  to 
discover  a  practicable  ford.  It  made  its  way  through  a  chain  of 
rocks,  where  we  fortunately  came  upon  a  nan-ow  defile  opening 
into  a  truly  enchanted  region  of  woods  and  pastures  and  sparkling 
streams,  and  brightened  also  by  the  ripple  of  a  broad  river. 

Here  we  again  discovered  the  traces  of  our  fugitive,  mingled,  it 
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in  true,  with  thoae  of  other  animals;  and  in  th^  distance  we  coald 
see  a  troop  of 
quadrupeds,  whose 
species  we  could 
not  diKtinguish, 
but  which  seemed 
to  he  about  the  size 
of  horses.  In  the 
hope  our  ass  might 
be  among  them,  wc 
bent  our  steps  in 
that  direction.  To 
shorten  Iha  road, 
we  forced  our  way 
through  a  clump  of 
bamboos,  whose 
stems,  thick  as  a 
thigh. 


thai 


five 


times  a  man  s 
lieight.  The  dis- 
covery pleased  me 
hi^ely,  for  I  knew 
the  many  uses  of 
the  precious  plant,  which  the  IndianH  fabricate  into  casks,  boxes, 
sliips'  masts,  and  framework  as  light  as  it  is  solid. 

Tliis  detour,  however,  was  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  us,  for, 
on  emerging  from  the  reedy  forest,  wc  found  ourselves  unexpectedly 
face  to  face  with  a  herd  of  ivild  bulTaloes,  not  numerous,  it  is  true, 
but  of  the  most  formidable  appearance !  The  spectacle  so  over- 
came me  with  terror  tliat,  without  even  raising  mj  gnn,  I  stood 
rooled  to  tho  ground,  like  one  petrified.  It  was  fortunate  that  our 
dogs  had  dnljied  in  the  rear,  for  our  presence  did  not  appear  to 
disturb  these  tcnible  animals,  wjio,  fixing  upon  us  their  great 
eyes,  displayed  more  astonishment  than  anger.  Wc  were  probably 
the  first  human  beings  they  had  ever  seen. 

I  foresaw  tho  possibility  of  our  escape  if  we  retired  without 
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noise.  Recovering  (roni  my  panic,  I  tiai]  loaded  niy  gun,  and  was 
about  to  withdraiv,  whet)  our  ilogK,  coming  in  search  ol  ub,  de- 
bouched from  the  reeds  by  a  diifurent  path.  We  did  all  we  could 
to  hold  them  back,  but  at  tho  sight  of  the  bufTaloes  tliey  spraog 
forward  as  if  seized  with  madncHS  :  there  was  no  longer  any  hope 
of  retreat — the  battle  was  begun.  The  entire  herd  arose,  roar- 
ing and  bellowing  frightfully ;  the  lenders  advanced,  beating  tho 
ground  with  their  hoofs,  or  striking  it  with  their  boms. 

Our  brave  dogn,  however,  showed  no  signa  of  alarm :  they  rushed 
straight  upon  the  enemy,  and,  according  to  their  usual  moda  of 
attack,  Hung  themselves  on  a  young  buffalo,  a  little  apart  from  its 
companions,  and  seized  it  vigorously  by  the  ears.  The  animal 
began  to  bellow  loudly,  and  made  incredible  efiorts  to  shako  oft  its 
assailants ;  its  mother  hastened  to  its  assistance,  and  behind  her 
stormed  all  the  herd. 

At  this  moment  I  trembled  still ;  but  giving  the  signal  to  my 
gallant  Rudly,  who  stood  at  my  side  with  )iis  gun  in  its  rest,  we 
fired  together  on  the  raging  troop. 

Our  two  dittchai^^  had  all  the  effect  of  a  thunderbolt  on  our 
enemies;  they  suddenly  halted  in  their  impetuous  rush,  then, 
before  the  smoke  had  cleared  away,  took  to  flight  with  amazing 
rapidity,  crossed  the  river  swimming,  and,  still  maintaining  their 
headlong  speed,  were  soon  out  of  sight.  Meanwhile,  our  dogn 
clung  firmly  to  their  victim,  whose  mother^  stricken  by  our  bullets, 


SSt  VICTORY  !    VICTORY  ! 

rolled  on  tlie  cartli  in  violent  a^ny,  tearing  up  the  grass  and  the 
earth  with  her  frantic  blows.  Wounded  as  she  was,  our  dogs  were 
in  danger  from  her ;  I  therefore  advanced,  and  firinii;  at  her  bead 


between  the  two  horns,  terminated  at  once  her  suFTcrings  anii  her 
life. 

We  now  began  to  breathe  a  little  calmly :  death  had  been  close 
to  us,  and  a  horrible  death  I  I  warmly  prniscd  my  son  for  the 
coolness  he  had  exhibited ;  in  fact,  far  from  giving  way  to  tears 
and  cries,  which  would  have  completely  prostrated  me,  Itudly  hnd 
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bravely  takuii  gfMwl  aim,  niiil  fireil  hJK  niiisk^t,  without  Buffering 
tlie  panic  to  ovcnvlicliu  liiiti.  I  exliortml  him  always  to  act  in  the 
same  manner  when  beset  by  perils,  from  which  only  prcBence  of 
mind  can  rescuo  ue.  But  wc  had  no  time  to  discourse  long  upon 
the  subject. 

Our  two  dogs  were  still  contending  with  the  young  buffalo,  and 
I  feared  that  fatigue  would  compel  them  to  let  go  their  hold. 
Yet  I  knew  not  how  to  render  them  any  asaiBtnuce,  for  the  fury 
of  the  animal  seemed  to  increase  rather  than  diminish.  He  flung 
out  his  hoofs  in  euch  wise  as  to  render  very  dangerous  any  near 
approach  -,  and  yet  I  did  not  wish  to  kill  him,  in  the  hope  that  I 
might  eventually  tame  him,  and  use  him  as  a  substitute  for  our  ass, 
which  I  was  not  disposed  to  seek  much  further.  Rudly,  however, ' 
started  the  happy  idea  of  employing  his  sling,  which  he  always 
carried  about  him.  He  retreated  a  few  steps,  and  hurlod  it  so 
adroitly  that  it  coiled  round  the  animal's  hind-legs,  and  brought 
him  immediately  to  the  ground.  I  then  advanced,  drove  off  the 
dogs,  and  replaced  the  lasso  by  a  stouter  fastening ;  after  which  I 
served  his  fore-legs  in  the  same  manner.  The  poor  buffalo  was 
conquered;  Rudly  shouted  "Victory!"  and  rejoiced  beforehand 
at  the  presentation  of  this  new  captive  to  his  mother  and  brothers. 
This,  however,  was  not  so  easily  accomplished,  until  I  bethought 
myself  of  the  method  employed  by  the  Italians  to  tame  their  wild 
bulls :  I  resolved  to  attempt  it,  though  I  felt  its  cruelty ;  bnt 
necessity  compelled  me. 

First,  I  attached  to  the  foot  of  a  tree  the  rope  which  bound  the 
young  buffalo's  legs,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  moving;  I  recalled 
my  dogs,  and  making  them  seize  the  animal's  ears,  which  they  had 
80  reloctantly  let  go,  I  thus  rendered  his  head  motionless.  Then 
I  drew  my  knife,  which  was  pointed  and  very  sharp,  slit  the  nostrils 
of  the  poor  little  buffalo,  and  inserted  in  tho  opening  a  cord,  to  act 
as  a  rein  in  guiding  him.  Tlio  operation  was  successful ;  and 
when,  after  a  while,  the  bleeding  from  the  wound  had  ceased,  I  took 
the  cord  and  tied  together  the  two  ends;  the  young  buffalo,  com- 
pletely overmastered,  followed  me  without  resistance. 

Meanwhile,  I  had  cut  up  the  she-buffalo,  as  well  as  I  was  able 

without  the  necessary  instruments  for  such  a  task ;  extracted  the 

15 
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tongtie  and  tlie  best  pieces  of  the  thighs,  and  covered  the  whole 
ivith  a  good  coat  of  salt  (of  which  we  carried  with  us  a  supply) — 
abandoning  the  rest  of  the  carcaas  to  our  dogs.  They  threw  theui- 
nelvcB  upon  it  witli  voracious  appetite,  but  the  vultures  and  other 
birds  of  prey  did  not  long  allow  them  to  enjoy  the  repast  unchal- 
lenged ;  clouds  of  winged  robbers  hastwied  from  all  points  of  the 
heaven  to  banquet  on  the  spoil;  and  as  fast  as  one  troop  were 
satisfied  another  took  their  places. 

Among  these  avid  birds  we  detected  the  King  Vulture,  reriiark- 
nbleforhie  splendid  collar  of  downy  feathers,  and   the  Calao,  also 


called  the  Bird -Rhinoceros,  from  the  bony  excrescence  which  he 
bears  on  his  beak.  We  could  easily  have  brought  down  some  of 
them,  as,  seated  in  the  bamboo- shades,  we  rested  after  our  fatigues, 
and  watched  our  dogs  feasting  on  their  quarry,  and  battling 
nith  the  jjlunderers  who  wanted  too   lai^  a  share ;  but    they 


A  JACKAL  S  WHELP.  227 

could  have  been  of  no  use  to  ua,  and  I  preferTed  to  employ  tny 
time  in  cutting  down  Bome  of  the  gigantic  reeds  which  flourished 
■  round  us. 

We  did  not,  on  this  occasion,  choose  the  largest,  of  which  we 
might  have  made  capital  vesiicls  by  cutting  thetn  from  one  knot  to 
another;  we  contented  ourselves  with  making  up  a  huudle  of  the 
smaller,  which,  heing  hollow,  would  Ecrve,  I  thought,  as  moulds 
for  our  candles. 

At  length,  when  food  and  rest  had  recruited  our  energies,  wo 
began  to  think  of  returning ;  the  buffalo,  frightened  of  the  dogs, 
and,  above  all,  subdued  by  the  rope  which  tioverscd  his  nostrils, 
did  not  show  much  obstinacy;  and  we  set  out,  sighing  over  the  loss 
of  our  poor  patient  donkey. 

As  we  repassed  the  dchlc  in  the  rocks,  we  caught  sight  of  a 
large  jackal,  emerging  from  a  cavern  where  she  had  her  lair ;  our 
dogs  soon  conquered  her,  and  Itudly  would  fain  have  penetrated 
into  her  retreat  in  quest  of  her  young,  but  as  I  feared  the  male 
might  be  concealed  there,  I  first  dischai^d  my  pistols  into  the 
hollow.  My  son  then  crawled  in,  followed  by  the  dogs ;  and  it 
was  with  di£Bculty  he  saved  one  of  the  brood,  for  they  pounced 
upon  their  prey  in  an  excess  of  rage,  and  strangled  all  the  others. 
The  whelp  rescued  from  their  jaws  was  about  the  size  of  a  sniall 
cat ;  his  hair  was  of  a  golden  yellow,  and  he  was  so  handsome  that 
Rudly  begged  my  permission  to  take  care  of  him  and  bring  him 
up ;  I  made  the  little  fellow  quite  happy  by  my  consent. 

On  the  same  occasion  I  made  an  interesting  discovery.  While 
detained  by  the  incident  of  the  jackal,  I  had  fastened  the  buffalo 
to  &  small  tree,  which  I  recognized  as  the  thorny  dwarf'palm. 
This  tree,  growing  and  multiplying  with  extreme  rapidity,  makes 
the  best  ol  fences,  «nd  I  resolved  to  come  in  search  of  some  young 
plants  to  strengthen  the  enclosure  at  Tent-Town. 

It  was  nearly  night  when  we  reached  our  temporary  encamp- 
ment. The  appearance  of  the  buffalo-calf  instigated  a  host  of 
queetions ;  we  related  our  adventure,  and  Rudty,  always  prone  to 
boasting,  was  fain  to  crown  himself  with  all  the  honour.  I 
checked  his  fanfaronade,  while  praising  his  courage  and  presence 
of  mind  as  they  deserved.     At  length  the  interest  of  our  narrative 
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loil  ns  80  far,  that  the  suppcr-hoiir  arrived  botoTc  I  had  time  to 
ascertain  what  events  had  transpired  in  my  abiienec. 

I  found  that  mf  wife  and  her  young  companions  Imd  not  been 
idle.  One  had  collected  a  quantity  of  dry  wood  tor  keeping  up  the 
fire,  another  had  arranged  the  eugor-cane  torches  for  the  night ; 
Frederick  and  Ernest,  having  discovered  a  sago-palm  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, had  contrived  to  fell  it,  with  the  view  of  extracting  the 
precious  farina ;  but  they  had  not  strength  enough  for  this  opera- 
tion, and  waited  my  return  to  accomplish  it. 

But  while  they  had  been  thus  employed,  a  troop  of  apes  had 
stolen  into  the  tent  and  pill^ed  it  completely.  The  marauders 
had  drunk  or  spilt  the  milk,  scattered  the  potatoes,  eaten  or  spoiled 
the  provisions,  and  in  their  incessant  wanderings  bad  so  knocked 
up  the  palisade  with  which  I  had  surrounded  our  habitation,  that 
when  my  poor  lads 
returned,  it  cost 
thorn  an  hour's  hard 
work  to  repair  the 
damage.  Frederick 
had  also  been  highly 
^uccesRfal  in  his 
favourite  role  of  the 
Bportsman.  He  had 
managed  to  sur- 
prise among  the 
rocks  a  bird  of  prey, 
very  young,  but 
Htill  fully  feathered, 
which  Ernest  de- 
clared, and  I  con- 
firmed his  opinion, 
to  be  a  Malabar 
or  Indian  Eagle. 
I  advised  Frederick 
to  try  and  rear  it, 
it  was  capable  of  being  trained  for  the  chose,  like  the  falcon, 
vife  murmured  a  little  at  this  decision, — 
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"  I  Jo  not  kuow,"  she  said,  "  where  wc  shall  find  food  for  all 
the  mouths  which  you  hring  ahout  you  daily,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  trouble  they  give  me.  I  have  really  enough  to  do  without 
so  much  additional  anxiety." 

This  last  observation  was  quite  just,  and  induced  me  to  proclaim 
in  fonnal  terms  that,  thenceforth,  whosoever  brought  a  new  inmate 
to  the  colony  must  undertake  its  sole  support ;  and  that,  on  tha 
first  occasion  of  duty  neglected,  the  captives  whose  masters  showed 
tliemselves  indifferent  to  their  welfare,  would  immediately  be 
restored  to  liberty.  With  this  announcement  my  wife  declared 
herself  satisfied. 

Kindling  a  lire  of  gicen  wood,  I  next  proceeded  to  expose  to 
the  smoke,  by  means  of  some  timber  spits,  the  pieces  of  buffalo 
fleah  which  I  had  brought  back  from  our  expedition,  and  which  I 
left  in  this  position  during  the  night,  that  they  might  be  perfectly 
cured.  One  of  the  tenderest  pieces  ray  wife  had  already  broiled  for 
our  supper.  It  was  a  merry  meal,  and  cheered  by  a  lively  dis- 
cnasion  of  all  the  incidents  of  an  eventful  day.  Afterwards  we  fed 
our  different  animals,  took  the  necessary  precautions  for  our  safety 
during  the  night,  and  retiring  within  our  tent,  composed  ourselves 
to  sleep,  thoroughly  weary,  but  very  happy. 

Frederick  took  the  precaution  to  bandage  his  eaglet's  eyes,  to 
keep  him  quiet,  and  perched  him  on  a  neighbouring  branch,  fast- 
ening him  there  by  his  foot. 

Eudly's  little  jackal,  after  a  supper  of  good  milk,  coiled  himself 
up  like  a  cat  in  his  young  master's  bosom,  and  both  inmates, 
though  naturally  so  wild  and  fierce,  passed  the  night  in  tran- 
quillity. 

At  daybreak  we  all  arose,  fresh,  invigorated,  and  in  high  spirits; 
and  after  a  tolerably  light  breakfast,  I  was  about  to  give  the  signal 
of  departure,  when  my  wife  and  sons  interrupted  me  with  soms 
ohservations. 

"Do  you  think,  then,"  ,iaid  the  former,  "that  after  all  our 
tronble  in  felling  this  eugo-palin,  we  are  going  to  leave  it  here,  and 
derive  no  advantage  from  it  ?  To  say  nothing  of  its  precious  pith, 
I  have  been  thinking  that,  if  you  split  the  tree  up  in  lengths,  it 
would   make   a   couple   of    capital    gutters   to   carry   tW  via.\.«t 
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from   Jackal   River   to  Tent-Town.     What  do  you  say  to  my 
idea?" 

**  That  it  is  a  very  good  one,  but  rather  too  difficult  to  put  into 
execution.     However,  wo  will  make  the  attempt." 

With  all  the  tools  we  happened  to  have  about  us  we  repaired  to 
the  place  where  lay  the  humbled  palm-tree.  Having  sawn  off  its 
two  extremities,  I  contrived,  by  dint  of  axe,  and  wedge,-  and 
mallet,  though  not  without  great  difficulty,  to  make  a  longitudinal 
groove  in  the  trunk.  We  turned  the  tree  to  do  the  same  on  the 
other  side,  and  after  four  hours'  hard  work,  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  it  split  in  twain.  The  farinaceous  pith  w^e  then  removed  in 
great  handfuls,  for  being  closely  interwoven  with  fibres  and  fila- 
ments, it  is  of  a  very  tenacious  character.  My  wife  wanted  to 
make  immediate  use  of  it ;  but  this  was  impossible^  as  it  requires 
in  the  first  place  to  undergo  a  certain  amount  of  preparation,  and 
we  had  no  suitable  utensils.  So,  wrapping  it  up  in  a  clean  cloth, 
we  deposited  it  in  our  cart,  and  found  ourselves  once  more  pro- 
vided with  a  wholesome  and  substantial  aliment. 

We  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  collecting  our  treasures  and 
loading  our  cart.  The  cured  buffalo  meat,  the  cocoa-nuts,  the 
sugar-canes,  the  guavas,  and  the  wax-berries,  were  included  in  our 
cargo,  without  counting  our  live  stock,  among  which  the  young 
buffalo,  much  pleased  with  the  company  of  our  cow,  was  not  the 
least  interesting  animal.  But  great  as  was  our  impatience  to  return 
to  Falcon's- Nest,  we  deferred  our  departure  until  the  following 
day,  and  passed  another  night  under  the  shelter  of  our  temporary 
tent.  On  the  morrow,  as  soon  as  the  sun  appeared  above  the 
horizon,  the  entire  caravan  set  out  on  their  march.  The  young 
buffalo,  harnessed  to  the  cart  by  the  side  of  the  cow,  his  foster- 
mother,  proved  an  efficient  substitute  for  the  fugitive  ass,  and 
made  his  first  essay  as  a  beast  of  draught.  We  were  glad  that  we 
had  secured  his  services,  for  our  load  was  of  considerable  burthen ; 
and  for  this  time,  at  least,  we  were  compelled  to  give  up  all  idea 
of  transporting  both  our  palm-wood  gutters.  We  therefore  took 
only  one  of  them  with  us ;  and  to  diminish  the  weight,  we  sus- 
pended it  to  the  axle,  underneath  the  cart.  Its  length,  however, 
rendering  it  difficult  to  travel  through  the  woods,  we  were  forced 
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to  take  the  nearest  route  to  Falcon's-Nest,  and  to  give  up  a  project 
we  had  formed  of  collecting  some  plovers'  eggs.  I  turned  aside 
with  Ernest  to  pick  up  the  vessels  we  had  placed  to  catch  the 
caoutchouc  juice.  There  was  no  great  quantity,  but  just  enough 
for  a  first  attempt  at  the  manufacture. 

As  I  rejoined  my  little  troop,  I  heard  our  dogs  barking  in  the 
most  violent  manner.  They  were  ahead  with  Frederick  and 
Rudly,  and  for  a  moment  I  felt  afraid  lest  they  had  been  attackcil 
by  a  tiger  or  some  other  beast  of  prey.  I  commanded  a  halt,  and 
starting  forward,  with  my  gun  loaded  and  cocked,  I  caught  sight 
of  Rudly,  lying  flat  on  the  ground,  cither  through  fear,  I  supposed, 
or  to  see  better  through  the  brushwood ;  but  ho  quickly  sprang 
to  his  feet,  and  turned  towards  me  with  a  burst  of  laughter. 

"  It  is  our  great  fat  sow,  again,"  he  cried.  "  Is  the  stupid 
creature  always  going  to  play  these  tricks  ?  '* 

And  above  the  noisy  barks  of  our  dogs  rose  the  loud,  half- 
angry,  and  half-alarmed  gruntings  of  the  recreant  sow,  whom  I 
discovered  among  the  bushes — not  a  prey  to  the  griefs  of  solitude, 
but  surrounded  by  eight  to  ten  young  sucklings,  all  imitating 
their  mother's  melodious  accents.  The  latter,  on  seeing  us,  ceased 
her  cries  of  grief  and  anger,  and  gave  utterance  to  short  friendly 
grunts,  in  proof  that  she  recognized  us.  In  return  for  this  wel- 
come, we  gave  her  all  that  remained  of  potatoes  and  biscuit,  and 
rejoiced  greatly  at  the  birth  of  her  little  family.  It  was  resolved 
that  we  would  leave  the  sow  to  nourish  her  young  for  some  time 
longer ;  that  then  we  would  remove  two  of  them,  and  breed  them 
up  at  our  colony ;  and  that  the  others  should  be  allowed  to  run 
free  in  the  woods,  where  they  might  increase  their  numbers,  and 
eventually  furnish  us  with  capital  game. 

Our  arrival  at  Falcon's-Nest  was  a  moment  of  happiness  for  all. 
Our  domestic  animals  flocked  around  us,  and  showed  their  delight 
at  our  return  in  the  noisiest  manner.  We  fastened  up  the  addi- 
tional members  of  our  herd  until  habit  had  rendered  them  sociable 
like  the  others. 

Frederick  took  measures  to  secure  his  eagle  in  the  same  manner; 
but  after  attaching  him  by  a  small  iron  chain  to  a  branch  of  the 
fig-tree,  where   the  parroquct  was   also   posted,  he  imprudently 
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uncovered  liiK  eyes.  The  burst  o[  light  produuoJ  an  effect  on  tlio 
ferocious  bird  which  terrified  us ;  for  middenly  he  clapped  his 
wings,  darted  to  and  fro  his  curved  beak,  and  eeining  upon  the 
poor  little  parroquet,  tore  it  in  pieces  hefore  we  could  rush  to  its 
imccour.  Frederick  broke  out  into  loud  cries  of  despair ;  he  fell 
npon  the  eagle,  and  would  have  killed  him,  had  not  Ernest  inter- 
fered and  solicited  his  pardon. 

"  Give  me  the  rascal,"  eaid  he ;  "I  know  how  to  niaster  him, 
&nd  will  make  htm  as  tame  and  tractable  hs  a  little  dog." 

"  No,  certainly,  I  will  not  give  him  to  yoii,"  replied  Frederick ; 
''  I  caught  him,  and  I  will  keep  him.  But  you  may  as  well  tcocli 
me  your  secret  how  to  conquer  him." 

"  Oh,  since  you  wish  to  keep  your  binl,  I  too  wish  to  keep  my 
secret." 

I  was  obliged  to  interfere. 

"  Wliy,"  Boid  I  to  Frederick,  "  would  you  hnve  your  brotlier 
reveal  his  secret  for  nothing  ?  Why  should  he  make  less  profit  out 
of  his  reading  and  reflection  than  you  out  of  the  products  of  your 
rifle?  Would  it  not  be  fair  if  you  offered  him  something  in 
exchange  for  his  secret,  which,  by  the  way,  seems  to  me  a  very 
ivondcrful  one?  " 

"  You  are  right,  papa,"  said  Frederick,  growing  calm.  "  Well, 
Ernest,  I  will  give  you  my  little  ape  if  you  will  teach  me  how  to 
master  this  proud  animal,  which,  in  sjiite  of  all,  I  would  fain 
preserve  ;  for,  you  see,  the  eagle  is  a  heroin  bird." 

"Be  it  so,"  replied  Ernest;  "and  as  I  have  no  taste  for  the 
heroic,  I  would  not  care  about  possessing  your  hero-bird.  I  would 
rather  he  «  man  of  letters,  and  record  your  deeds  of  high  emprise 
if  ever  you  undertook  any  adventure  vniU  your  eagle." 

"  Come,  come ;  cease  your  jokes,  and  toll  us  your  secret." 

"The  mode  is  simple,  though  whether  it  will  be  successful  I 
can  hardly  say ;  but  I  have  read  that  the  Carihs  tamo  the  largest 
birds  by  making  them  inhale  tobacco-smoke." 

Frederick  began  to  laugh  incredulously  ;  but  Ernest,  procuring 
a  pipe  and  tobacco,  set  to  work,  and  with  imperturbable  gravity 
smoked  away  beneath  the  branch  where  the  captive  bird  still 
furiously  struggled. 
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As  the  light  whirls  of  tho  smoke  roue  in  quick  succession  his 
violence  abated.  Ernest  smoked  all  the  more  intensely,  making 
the  cloud  revolve,  as  it  were,  around  the  fierce  bird's  head.  By 
degrees  he  grew  perfectly  quiet,  and,  fixing  upon  us  a  semi-drunken 
and  unconscious  gaze,  remained  clinging  to  the  bough  in  a  state 
of  complete  intoxication.  His  eyes  were  then  bandaged  without 
difficulty. 

Frederick  thanked  his  brother  heartily  for  the  service  ho  had 
rendered  him;  and  to  reward  him,  went  in  search  of  his  ape,  which 
thenceforward  became  Ernest's  property. 


CHAPTER   VI. 


"^  ARLY  the  next  morning  wo  set  out  to  i; 

our  plantatiowB  of  fruit-trees,  and  to  provide 
lliose  which  needed  them  with  bamboo  stakes 
auii  fences.  We  carried  our  bundles  on  the 
ek'.lge,  to  which  we  harnessed  our  cow,  leaving 
J  buffalo  at  home  until  tfic  wound  io  his 
nostrils  was  cicatrized.  Wo  gave  him  a  handful  of  salt,  wliich  so 
raised  us  in  his  favourable  opinion,  that  the  poor  beatit,  already 
hatf-tamed,  would  fain  have  followed  us. 

We  commenced  operations  in  the  avenue  leading  from  Falcon's- 
Ncst  to  Family  Bridge.  The  wind  hod  le\-cllcd  our  trees  to 
the  groimd ;  but  we  raised  them  carefully,  and  while  I  dug  a  pit  at 
the  foot  of  each,  my  sons  inserted  therein  a  stout  Ktnke,  to  which 
the  tree  was  firmly  secured  by  some  yards  of  cordage,  made  out  of 
the  long  stems  of  dried  herbs,  as  supple  and  as  tenacious  as  the 


Wliile  thus  engaged,  my  sons  addressed  to  me  .1  number  of 
questions,  suggested  by  the  character  of  their  occupation,  and  I 
made  the  best  replies  I  could.  They  all  more  or  less  referred  to 
the  training  and  cultivation  of  trees. 

"  Are  these  grafted  or  wild  trees,"  inquired  Frederick,  "  which 
you  have  planted  hero?" 

"  Wild  !  "  exclaimed  Rudly ;  "  do  you  wont  to  make  us  believe 
that  there  arc  wild  trees  and  tame  trees  ?  " 

"  You  think  you  have  uttered  a  witty  thing,  ray  dear  Rudly, 


THE  THEOKY  OF  GRAFTING.  286 

and  you  have  only  said  a  foolish  one.  Undoubtedly,  no  trees 
exist  which  lower  their  leafy  crest  at  man's  bidding ;  but  there 
are  wild  trees,  and  trees  which  are  not  wild.  We  obtain  the  latter 
by  the  process  called  grafting ;  that  is,  by  the  insertion  of  a  small 
branch  or  slip  of  a  good  fruit-tree  in  one  which  bears  only  rough 
or  acid  fruit.  By-and-by  I  will  explain  this  method  to  you  practi- 
cally, and  you  will  find  it  very  amusing ;  for  not  only  do  we  pro- 
cure by  it  every  kind  of  fruit,  but  we  also  vary  or  change  the 
species.  For  example,  as  a  general  rule,  the  trees  which  we  graft 
are  always  of  the  same  kind;  we  do  not  graft  apples  on  a  cherry 
tree,  because  the  fruit  of  the  one  has  pips  and  that  of  the  other  a 
kernel.  But,  for  this  very  reason,  cherries  succeed  perfectly  if 
gifted  on  a  plum-tree,  peaches  on  an  apricot,  or  pears  on  a 
quince." 

This  brief  explanation  greatly  interested  my  young  gardeners. 

"  But,  papa,"  inquired  my  thoughtful  Ernest,  "  how  could  any 
one  form  the  idea  of  grafting,  if,  as  you  say,  all  trees  bearing  good 
fruit  have  been  submitted  to  this  preliminary  occupation  !  Wliere 
did  man  find  the  slips  of  good  fruits  fit  for  grafting  on  the  wild 
trees?" 

"  Your  question  is  reasonable.  Ilowever,  it  is  inaccurate  to  say 
that  all  trees  require  grafting  before  they  can  yield  good  fruit ;  such 
is  only  the  case  with  European  trees.  In  Europe  an  unfavourable 
climate  is  detrimental  to  the  production  of  good  fruit,  while  in 
other  regions,  never  tilled  by  human  industry,  are  found  entire 
forests  of  fruit-trees,  such  as  cocoas,  guavas,  oranges,  lemons, 
citrons,  which  owe  only  to  nature  their  fragrance  and  delicious 
taste ! " 

"  Is  the  origin  of  all  our  European  fruits  known?"  inquired  the 
young  professor. 

"  Of  nearly  all.  Thus :  our  shell-fruit,  such  as  the  nut,  the 
chestnut,  and  the  almond,  come  from  the  East;  the  peach  from 
Persia  ;  the  orange  and  apricot  from  Armenia ;  the  cherry,  which 
was  not  known  in  Europe  until  some  sixty  years  before  the  Chris- 
tian epoch,  was  imported  from  Asia  Minor  by  Lucullus ;  and  the 
olive  sprung  from  Palestine.  The  first  olive-trees  were  planted  on 
Mount  Olympus,  whence  they  spread  into  the  rest  of  Europe.    The 
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fig  JB  a  native  of  Ljdia.  Flama,  to  which  you  are  bo  partial,  cxci>]it 
a  few  species  iDdigenoun  in  our  own  forests,  belong  to  Syria,  ani) 
the  citT  of  Damancos  has  given  name  to  a  well-known  variety. 
The  pear  is  a  Greek  fruit, — the  ancients  called  it  the  fruit  of  the 
Peloponnesus.  The  mnlbeny  is  a  native  of  Aaia,  and  the  quince 
comes  from  the  town  of  Cydon,  in  the  island  of  Crete.  It  is  like- 
wise said  that  the  apple,  named  by  the  Komans  Eptroticus  and 
Asiaticns,  is  a  fruit  native  to  these  countries ;  but  for  my  part,  I 
believe  it  is  a  child  of  the  North,  and  always  dwelt  therein,  with 
others  of  the  same  genus  which  people  our  forests,  and  have  not 
been  ameliorated  by  art.  I  think,  too,  that  Europe  has  not  been 
completely  forgotten  by  the  Creator  in  his  division  of  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  that  if  most  of  them  bear  names  indicative  of  a 
foreign  origin,  thene  serve  rather  to  designate  the  spccieB  than  the 
fruit  itself." 

While  thus  converRing  with  my  young  horticulturists,  who  fre- 
quently multiplied  their  questions  to  my  infinite  embarrassment, 
our  work  made  rapid  progress.  After  having  propped  up  all  the 
young  trees  of  the  avenue,  we  did  the  same  good  office  for  those  in 
our  south-eastern  nursery -ground,  where  we  had  planted  the  more 
valuable  shrabs  which  required  a  southern  exposure,  and  it  was  near 
noon  before  we  completed  our  task. 

You  may  fancy  with  what  a  prodigious  appetite  we  returned  to 
Falcon's -Nest.  Our  good  housewife  provided  us  an  excellent 
dinner,  consisting  of  cured  beef  and  palm-cabbage  cooked  with 
fresh  butter — the  whole,  in  our  opinion,  being  a  repast  for  a 
king! 

Domewtic  labours  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Towards 
evening  I  fixed  upon  a  project  which  I  had  been  long  revolving  in 
my  mind,  but  whoBe  execution  presented  some  formidable  difh- 
culties;  namely,  the  substitution  for  the  rope-ladder,  which  my  wife 
never  ascended  without  fear  and  trembling,  of  a  fixed  subHtantinl 
fltaircase.  And,  in  tmth,  we  should  soon  have  to  do  more  than 
pass  the  night  in  our  aerial  abode ;  the  wet  season  wouM  compel 
us  to  reside  there  altogether ;  wo  should  then  have  to  ascend  and 
descend  much  oftcuer,  and  the  shaking  ladder  might  be  the  cause 
of  many  accidents.     But  such  was  the  elevation  of  our  leafy  bower. 
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that  not  nil  the  span  and  bcamB  wc  had  removed  from  the  wreck 
woald  suffice,  when  put  together,  to  reach  its  level,  even  it  oui- 
feeble  arma  had  been  capable  of  accomplishing  bo  arduous  and  diffi- 
cult an  andertaking.  Yet,  looking  at  the  tree  and  its  gigantic 
trunk,  I  said  to  myself,  a  hundred  times  daily, — 

"  If  it  is  impossible  to  mount  it  from  without,  is  there  no  means 
of  doing  so  from  within?" 

"Have  you  not  told  me,"  said  I  to  my  wife,  for  I  had  mode 
known  my  idea,  and  welcomed  eu^estiona  from  everybody  towards 
its  execution ;  "  have  you  not  told  nie  that  a  swarm  of  bees  was 
lodged  in  the  trunk  of  our  tree?" 

"  Yes,  papa,"  cried  little  Frita;  "and  wicked  bees  tool  For 
the;  stung  me  so  badly  the  other  day  that  my  face  woe  all  swollen 
— oh,  they  are  horrid  creatures!" 

"  You  forget  to  say,"  interrupted  his  mother,  "  that  if  they  mal- 
treated you  it  was  because,  while  swinging  on  the  ladder,  you  took 
it  into  your  head  to  grope  with  n  slick  in  the  hollow  where  they 
go  in  and  out  1 " 

"  Yes,  mamma  ;  but  I  only  wanted  to  see  it  the  hole  was  very 
deep ! " 

"  Eureka  1  I  have  found  it!"  I  exclaimed  ;  "  the  tree  is  hollow 
enough  to  accommodate  a  swarm  ;  no  doubt  the  malady  which  has 
attacked  its  heart  has  extended  further.  Of  this  we  must  make 
snre :  then  let  us  enlarge  the  interior  tube,  or  tunnel,  and  we  will 
place  there  a  staircase,  the  idea  of  which  I  have  in  my  bead.  To 
work,  boys ;  to  work  ! " 

But  before  I  could  give  any  Instructions,  my  youngsters  were  off 
and  away,  some  on  the  arch-like  roots  which  supported  the  giant 
tnmk,  others  swarming  like  squirrels  up  the  ladder,  and  all  four 
sounding  the  enormous  fig-tree  at  different  points  to  ascertain  the 
extent  o!  the  cavity. 

The  experiment,  too  rashly  attempted,  was  likely  to  have  been 
attended  with  grievous  consequences  to  one  of  the  young  experi- 
mentalists, for  Rudly,  when  just  opposite  the  aperture  by  which 
the  bees  made  their  exits  and  entrances,  received  in  bis  face  a  full 
Tolley  of  the  insects,  which,  frightened  by  the  violent  blows  that 
shook  their  palace  of  wax,  issued  forth  with  a  terrible  Wmw^. 
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He  was  compelled  to  let  go      Id  a  tnoment  his  hands  and  face  were 
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Having  lighted  it,  and  covered  my  head  with  a  cloth,  I  began  to 
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fimoke  energetically,  puffing  the  intoxicating  vapour  into  the  liollow 
of  the  tree,  so  as  completely  to  stupefy  the  little  community  I 
wislied  to  m&ke  myself  mastei  of.  At  first  we  heard  a  loud  buzz- 
ing in  the  interior,  like  tlie  sound  of  a  distant  storm.  Gradually 
it  decreased,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  profoimd  calm.  The  beea, 
overcome  by  the  tobacco -smoke,  were  incapable  of  defence.  With 
Frederick's  assistance  I  then  cut  out  an  opening  beneath  their 
neat,  like  a  window,  and  renewed  the  fumigation  with  a  plug  of 
tobacco,  lest  the  noise  ami  the  fresh  air  should  have  awakened  the 
swarm ;  but  on  this  score  there  was  nothing  to  fear.  The  poor 
stupefied  insects  bad  assembled  in  great  clusters  on  the  sides  of 
their  dwelling-place,  and  we  had  only  to  take  them  up  gently  in 
large  calabash  shells,  and  reniove  them  to  their  new  hive.  After- 
wards we  examined  the  booty  of  wliich  we  had  got  possession,  and 
were  astonished  at  the  great  qnantity  of  wax  and  honey  collected 
ilk  the  hollow. 

When  we  had  transported  all  the  inliabitantA,  to  whom  we  left  the 
npper  combs  and  some  haU-finisbed  fragments  to  reconcile  them  to 
their  new  dwelling,  we  gathered  the  remainder  in  our  vessels,  and 
fiuch  was  the  abundance,  they  were  soon  all  filled.  We  then 
poured  it  into  a  carefully  cleaned  cask,  which  we  stored  away  in 
the  coolest  corner  of  our  eBlablisbment,  and  covereii  with  sailcloth, 
planks,  and  leaves,  lest  the  bees,  attracted  by  the  fragi'ancc  of  the 
honey,  should  come  in  crowds  to  reclaim  their  own.  For  the  same 
reason  we  deferred  until  the  following  night  the  separation  of  the 
honey  from  the  was ;  but  we  left  out  enough  to  serve  as  a  treat  at 
dinner,  and  truly  we  found  it  delicious. 

To  prevent  the  return  of  the  bees  to  their  ancient  nest,  I  placed 
some  hghted  tobacco  in  the  interior  of  the  tree,  closed  all  its  open- 
ings, except  one  at  the  bifurcation  of  the  branches,  and  soon  bad 
the  Ratisfaction  of  seeing  the  smoke  pour  out  of  the  latter,  as  from 
a  funnel ;  a  proof  that  the  tree,  like  the  European  willow,  was 
entirely  hollow,  and  derived  all  its  nourishment  from  its  thick 
bark.  As  for  the  bees,  tbei^  state  of  stupefaction  lasted  but  a  few 
hours ;  undoubtedly,  they  were  at  first  a  little  out  of  their  proper 
element,  and  vexed,  we  will  suppose,  at  the  disorder  which  pre- 
vailed in  their  new  hive,  and  all  day  they  went  and  came^  o.v.A 
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hovered  an<l  fluttered,  around  and  about  it ;  but  in  due  time  the 
tumult  ceased ;  a  soft  hummer  became  audible ;  it  announced  the 
return  of  peace  and  order  in  the  sage  republic. 

I  had  decided  that  on  the  morrow  we  would  attempt  the  con- 
Htruction  of  our  grand  staircase:  the  materials  we  collected  during 
the  day ;  but  as  we  had  to  spend  a  part  of  the  night  preparing  the 
honey,  we  rested  for  a  few  hours  after  dinner  to  recruit  our  ener- 
gies and  fit  ourselves  for  work.  And  at  sunset,  after  the  bees  had 
retired,  we  descended  from  our  sleepii^-chamber. 

We  extracted  the  honeycombs  from  the  cask,  and  broke  them  up 
into  pieces,  to  expedite  the 
process  of  straining.  Af^r 
awhile  we  placed  the  honied 
fragments  in  a  clean  can- 
.,.^»^_^_^^^_,^_^__^^_.  vas  bag,  and  subjected  it  to 

Jffi.w9i^^^BBl^Ssi^Sml  I  ^  heavy  pressure,  on  jnst 
^'^WriiUR^^BK  UMHIUI  '^'^  same  plan  as  we  had 
adopted  in  the  cose  of  the 
The  honey  thus 
forced  out  was  not  so  clear 
as  the  first  supply,  which  wo 
had  poured  into  n  smalt 
and  very  clean  barrel,  but  it  was  of  excellent  quality.  The  resi- 
duum was  wax,  which  I  wished  to  have  preserved  in  the  lump  ;  but 
afraid  that,  if  kept  in  that  state,  it  would  attract  swarms  of  insects, 
I  thought  it  better  to  melt  it  down  at  once.  As  I  was  incessantly 
occupied  in  making  fresh  candles,  I  knew  the  hees'-wax  would  be 
useful  in  giving  them  a  greater  solidity  than  my  former  attempts 
had  obtained. 

About  midnight  all  our  toils  were  at  an  end,  and  we  retired  to  rest. 
But  Frederick  and  I  were  again  on  the  alert  with  the  first  dawn 
of  day,  unable  to  rest  for  the  excitement  we  felt  respecting  our 
great  enterprise.  To  speak  the  truth,  I  could  hardly  help  looking 
upon  it  as  beyond  our  strength,  but  (  comforted  myself  with  the 
reflection  that  intelligence,  patience,  and  perseverance  triumph  over 
a  host  of  obstacles.  The  Itttter  two  qualities  we  certainly  pos- 
sesBed,  ant)  I  was  not  sorry  to  find  occasions  for  developing  in 
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my  Bons  these  essential  qualities  to  the  success  of  every  enter- 
prise. 

After  deliberating  with  my  young  companions,  for  Rudly  and 
Ernest  were  not  long  in  joining  us,  we  began  our  work  by  cutting 
at  the  base  of  the  tree  a  doonvay  of  the  same  size  as  the  cabin-door 
which,  with  its  hinges,  we  had  brought  from  the  wreck.  Once  we 
had  cut  through  the  bark  we  found  it  easy  enough  to  excavate  the 
interior  of  the  gigantic  trunk,  for  it  contained  nothing  but  rotten 
wood,  which  we  removed  with  a  spade.  Having  thoroughly  cleaned 
the  cavity,  we  planted  in  the  centre  a  stout  young  tree,  about 
twenty  feet  high,  properly  stripped  and  prepared,  to  serve  as  the 
axis  of  my  staircase.  We  had  got  ready,  the  evening  before,  a 
number  of  boards  from  the  staves  of  large  casks,  to  form  our  steps. 
With  chisel  and  mallet  we  made  deep  notches  in  the  inner  part  of 
our  banyan,  and  corresponding  ones  in  the  central  pillar:  in 
these  notches  I  placed  my  steps,  which  I  rivetted  with  large  nails ; 
in  this  manner  I  raised  myself,  step  by  step,  but  regularly  turning 
round  the  pillar,  until  I  reached  the  top.  Once  there,  we  fixed  a 
second  trunk  upon  the  first,  and  disposed  around  it  the  steps 
intended  to  carry  upward  our  staircase.  A  third  and  a  fourth 
trunk  brought  us  to  the  summit  of  our  colossal  tree,  and  the  top- 
most step  abutted  exactly  on  the  platform  of  our  aerial  abode.  I 
smoothed  and  fitted  the  entrance  with  my  axe ;  placed  a  rope  on 
either  side  for  a  hand-rail ;  one  descending  the  length  of  the  axis 
of  the  staircase;  the  other  following  the  interior  surface  of  the 
tree,  and  fastened  to  it  at  regular  intervals  to  keep  it  taut  and 
firm. 

I  have  forgotten  to  mention  that,  while  constructing  the  stair- 
case, and  as  I  mounted  upwards,  I  made  several  openings,  in  which 
I  fixed  some  panes  of  glass  removed  from  the  cabin  windows,  so 
that  the  winding  passage  was  conveniently  lighted  up,  and  a  sort 
of  watch-tower  completed,  which,  one  day,  might  possibly  prove 
of  great  utility  to  us. 

The  erection  of  this  firm  and  commodious  staircase — of  which  I 
have  here  given  but  an  abridged  description — occupied  us  upwards 
of  a  month.  We  did  not,  however,  devote  the  whole  of  our  days  to 
the  work,  but  occasionally  engaged  in  other  labours.     However, 
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we  were  masters  of  our  own  time — we  had  no  one  to  order  us,  no 
Btranger  to  satisfj:  it  would  havelieen  madness  if  we  had  toiled  ]ikc 
g&Ilej  slaves,  without  enjoying  a  little  relaxation. 

During  this  long  period,  then,  we  had  undertaken  and  carried 
out  various  enterprises  of  minor  importance,  and  several  incidents 
relieved  the  monotony  of  our  daily  life.  At  firet,  we  were  pre- 
sented by  Juno  with  six  little  whelpe,  tho  prettiest  Danish  dogs 
that  were  ever  seen ;  my  children  would  fain  have  saved  tliem,  but 
I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  bring  up  so  numerous  a  progeny :  I 
decided  that  two  should  be  left  to  the  mother,  and  the  rettt 
drowned.  As  this  occurred  only  a  few  days  after  Rudly's  capture 
of  his  little  jackal,  he  conceived  the  notion  of  thrusting  the  latter 
into  the  dog's  kennel,  and  Juno  welcomed  the  little  stranger  with  a 
good  grace,  sharing  her  milk  between  him  and  her  own  whelps. 
About  the  same  time  our  goats  presented  us  with  a  couple  of  kids, 
and  the  sheep  with  some  lambkins— an  angmentation  of  our  flocks 
which  we  regarded  with  intense  delight;  aud  for  fear  these  useful 
animals  should  indulge,  like  the  ass,  a  vagrant  fancy,  we  suspended 
to  their  necks  some  little  bells,  which  we  had  found  on  board  the 
wreck,  and  which  woold  enable  us,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  track 
the  fugitives. 

The  training  of  onr  young  buffalo  was  another  leading  occupa- 
tion during  our  period  of  carpentering.  Through  the  incision  in 
his  nostrils  I  had  passed  a  short,  slender  stick,  to  whose  extremities 
I  attached  a  couple  of  reins,  forming  a  bit  after  the  fashion  of  the 
Hottentots,  by  which  I  could  guide  him  as  1  willed ;  yet  it  was 
not  without  some  difficulty  that  the  restive  animal  submitted 
to  control.  It  was  not  until  Frederick  had  broken  him  in  as 
a  steed  that  we  could  make  him  carry  any  burdens.  This  was  a 
moat  glorious  triumph  of  patience  over  diUicultiea  which  at  first 
sight  seemed  insurmountable.  Not  only  did  we  train  him  to  carry 
the  ass's  saddle-bags  and  other  loads,  but  Rudly,  Ernest,  and  even 
little  Fritz,  in  imitation  of  Frederick,  took  lessons  in  riding,  which 
were  worth  all  the  horsemanship  in  the  world.  For  thenceforth 
my  boys  would  have  approached  without  fear  the  most  spirited 
horse,  convinced  that  il  they  could  tame  a  young  buffalo  they  could 
r.ssiired]y  tame  him. 
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Frederick  did  not  neglect  his  eagle.  The  royal  bird,  rapidly 
■dnocing  in  his  education,  soon  bcgaa  to  pounce  down  on  the 
dewl  game  which  his  young  master  exposed  within  his  sight, 
sometimee  between  the  horns  of  the  young  bufialo,  Bometimea  be- 
tween those  of  the  goat,  now  on  the  back  of  our  great  bustard,  and 


now  on  that  of  the  flamingo,  with  the  view  of  accustoming  him  to 
■toop,  when  hunting,  on  ammals  as  on  a  quarry  The  eagle,  thus 
okilfnlly  trained,  obeyed  the  voice  or  the  whistle  of  his  master, 
hut  the  latter  dared  not  as  yet  trust  him  in  free  flight,  lest  the 
bird's  wildneae  of  temper  should  break  forth,  and  he  be  deprived 
of  his  captive 

The  educatioual  fever  with  which  all  of  us  burned  also  infected 
Ernest,  who  undertook  the  instruction  of  his  tittle  ape  Master 
Knips  was  quick  and  intelligent,  but  he  took  to  hia  lessons  mth 
excessive  reluctance  Fmcsl  sought  to  accustom  him  to  carry  on 
hlB  back  a  little  pannier  in  whidi  ha  compi.Hcd  him  to  deposit 
vkTions  articles,  and  afterwards  to  remove  ihem ,  m  truth,  he 
wanted  to  train  him  as  a  travelling  companion ,  and,  eventually, 
the  patience  and  composure  of  the  master  prevailed  over  the  petu- 
lance and  waywardness  of  the  pupil  Education  tnumphcd,  and 
Knips,  who  at  first  had  flown  into  a  passion  at  the  sight  of  his 
pannier,  became  so  partial  to  it  that  be  would  never  go  mthout  it 

Badly  was  lees  successful  m  Ins  educational  attempts,  and,  though 
be  had  christened  his  young  jackal  Hunter,  the  beast  hunted  only 
for  hie  own  behoof;  or,  if  he  brought  anything  to  his  master,  it  was 
the  skin  of  the  animal  whose  flesh  he  had  greedily  devoured. 

All  this  while  I,  the  head  of  the  family,  was  not  idle:  I  brought 
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to  perfection  the  manuracture  of  tapen  by  mixing  beee'-wax  with 
the  myrica  beniefi,  and  shaping  them  in  bamboo  mouldii :  I  even 
contrived  to  give  them  the  polish  and  ronndnesa  of  European 
candles,  by  rolling  them,  while  in  a  soft  condition,  between  two 
very  emocth  hoards.  My  greatest  trouble  was  with  the  wicks :  my 
wife  wanted  me  to  ase  for  tiiera  the  small  quantity  of  cotton  Btill 
left  untonched.  I  had  formed  the  idea  of  substituting  a  species 
of  resinous  wood,  divided  into  splinters,  like  matches ;  but  tbe 
wood  carbonized,  when  burned,  and  gave  a  dull,  disi^eeable  light. 
My  wife  then  came  to  my  assixtance :  she  had  recourse  to  the  pith 
and  fibre  of  the  karatas,  and  with  bet  own  hands  prepared  a  con- 
siderable quantity,  which  she  carefully  dried.  I  made  another 
attempt,  and  my  success  was  complete. 

I  also  set  to  work  upon  the  caoutchouc.  A  pair  of  socks,  which 
I  filled  with  dry  sand,  formed  tbe  moulds  of  my  intended  boots.  I 
covered  them  with  several  layers  of  the  elastic  juice:  when  the  whole 
was  thoroughly  dry,  I  emptied  out  the  Baud,  nailed  to  the  feet 
several  strips  of  buffalo  skin,  and,  to  render  them  still  mote 
durable,  after  flattening  down  the  points  of  the  nails,  I  fastened 
on  these  strips  two  or  three  layers  of  very  thick  gum,  and  thus 
completed  a  pair  of  boots  which  Nei'ved  me  as  well  as  if  they  had 
been  made  by  the  best  bootmakers  of  London  or  Paris.  So 
delighted  were  the  boys  with  my  succesa,  that  they  poured  in  their 
orders  upon  me ;  I  accepted  them,  and,  at  the  end  of  a  few  days, 
my  whole  family  were  provided  with  waterproof,  light,  and  sub- 
stantial boots. 

These  various  occupations,  to  which  we  devoted  a  few  hours 
daily,  kept  pace  with  our  more  important  labour.  We  also  carried 
out  an  undertaking  in  which  my  wife  was  greatly  interested  ;  the 
erection  of  water-works  for  the  supply  of  Tent- Town.  We  built 
by  the  side  of  Jackal  Kiver  a  kind  of  cofferdam  or  reservoir  to  raise 
the  water  to  a  su£ficient  height  for  its  conduct,  by  means  of  our 
palm-wood  tubes,  or  gutters,  into  the  great  turtle-shell,  which, 
placed  near  our  dwelling,  acted  as  a  trough  for  washing  purposes. 
The  superfluous  water  flowed  off'  through  the  hole  made  by 
Frederick's  harpoon  :  a  piece  of  eane,  fitted  to  the  hole,  formed  a 
kind  of  spout  or  jet,  under  which  we  placed  a  bucket :  and  thus 
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we  wore  &lways  provided  with  a  eupply  of  fresh  water,  which  had 
previously  been  a  pressing  want. 

Our  "  belonginga  "  now  assnmed  an  air  of  civilization ;  our  com- 
forts were  continually  increasing,  and  wo  felt  constrained  night  and 
morning  to  acknowledge  the  infinite  goodness  of  God,  who  had  not 
only  reacned  us  from  the  death  which  our  comrades  had  un- 
doubtedly enooontered,  but  in  a  seemingly  desert  region  had  pro- 
vided us  with  all  the  necessities  and  luxuries  of  life. 


One  morning,  when  we  were  giving  the  tinal  touches  to  our 
Bturcsse — that  is,  filling  up  the  spaces  between  the  steps  with 
pieces  of  wood  vertically  placed — we  were  suddenly  surprised  by 
hearing  in  the  distance  a  succession  of  strange,  shrill,  and  prolonged 
sounds,  like  the  roar  of  some  beoet  of  prey,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
mingled  with  so  singular  a  kind  of  neighing,  that  I  could  not 
determine  what  animal  they  indicated.  Our  dogs  pricked  up  their 
ears  and  prepared  for  battle.  I  collected  all  my  family,  and  made 
them  ascend  into  their  aerial  castle.  We  seized  our  guns,  and 
having  closed  the  door  at  the  bottom  of  the  staircase,  stationed 
onrselves  at  the  loopholes,  and  surveyed  the  surrounding  country 
with  some  anxiety.  Nothing  appeared,  but  the  noises  grew 
louder,  and  the  agitation  of  our  dogs,  whom  we  had  armed  witli 
their  porcupine  collars,  and  left  in  charge  of  the  csttle,  continually 
increased. 

Rudly  thought  the  cause  of  the  alarm  must  be  a  lion,  and  the 
ardent  lad  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  a  possible  adventure.  Frede- 
rick laughed  at  him,  however,  assuring  him  that  the  wild  cries  we 
heard  were  not  a  lion's  regal  roar,  but  more  nearly  resembled  those 
ol  a  herd  of  jackals  bent  on  revenging  upon  us  the  death  of  their 
Inotbers.     Ernest  thought  he  rec<^ized  the  voice  of  the  hynna. 
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u  horrible,  saiA  he,  aa  the  animal  itself;  while  poor  little  Frits 
gave  no  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  hid  himself  in  the  arms 
o(  his  mother,  who,  standing  in  the  npper  balcony,  gazed 
anxiously  over  the  plain,  and  murmured  with  pallid  lips  her 
earnest  prayers. 

While  we  were  thus  tortured  with  the  agony  of  expectation, 
the  etrsnge  howling  was  heard  anew,  but  this  time  much  nearer 
to  us.  Frederick,  who  was  leaning  out  of  one  of  the  windows, 
bnrst  into  a  shout  of  laughter ;  he  had  discovered  the  terrible 
enemy. 

"  Come,  see,"  he  cried ;  "  come  see  this  lion,  this  hyena,  this 
troop  of  famished  jackals  1  It  is  none  other  than  our  runaway 
ass  I  Tes,  truly,  our  old  Orizel,  who  is  melodiously  announcing, 
after  his  manner,  tbe  fact  of  his  return  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  t 
Ha,  ha,  ha  I  " 


And  behold,  in  a  new  hee-haw  I  slowly  and  majestically  pro- 
longed, we  rect^fnizcd  the  sonorous  voice  of  our  absentee;  bo 
quickly  made  his  appearance  through  the  trees ;  but,  to  our  sur- 
prise, he  came  not  alone — an  animal  of  the  name  genus,  but  far  hand- 


CATCHfNQ  THE  ONAGER.  L>47 

lomer,  larger,  and  uf  more  elegant  (onu,  trotted  by  his  xiile.  On 
sxamiuiDg  the  latter  I  recugniiscd,  with  extreme  pli^ssure,  tbo 
Onager,  or  wild  ass,  and  I  iniiiieiliutcly  coiiMidercd  how  great  a 
benefit  his  capture  would  prove  to  us.  It  is  true  that  naturalists 
decUre  it  impossible  to  tauio  tliis  beautiful  animal,  but,  ut  all 
erenta,  we  resolved  to  make  the  attempt,  if  we  could  only  catch 
him. 

Id  the  first  place,  I  enjoined  the  strictest  silence.  Frederick  and 
I  then  desceuded  to  devise  sonic  means  of  effecting  our  mueli- 
desired  conquest.  My  son  would  fain  have  tried  his  1hm>o,  hut  I 
feared  that  the  frightened  animal,  if  the  attempt  failed,  would  take 
to  flight,  and  never  re-appear. 

I  therefore  preferred  another  plan.  One  end  of  a  slout  rope  I 
I  to  a  root  of  oui'  tree,  and  with  the  otbf^r  I  made  u 
;  knot.  This  done,  I  split  up  u  piece  of  bamboo  about  two- 
tbirda  of  its  entire  length,  so  an  to  form  a  kind  of  pincer  for  the 
animal's  nose,  if  we  could  get  up  to  him.  Meanwhile,  the  ass  and 
bis  companion  continued  their  advance  :  the  former,  recognizing  the 
locality,  seemed  inclined  to  do  the  honours  to  his  new  friend,  and 
both  began   browsing  the  thick  grass  which  clothed  the  shady 

Furnished  with  our  running  knot  and  the  pincers,  we  stole 
towards  them  as  noiselessly  as  possible  :  myself  hiding  behind  tho 
trees,  and  Frederick,  who  carried  the  lasso,  approaching  an  near 
as  its  lei^th  permitted.  Oa  catching  sight  of  him,  for  ho  was 
foremost,  the  onagra  raised  his  head,  and  recoiled  rather  with 
rarprise  than  terror.  It  was,  undoubtedly,  the  first  time  he  had 
■een  the  human  form,  and  ns  Frederick  remained  ininiovable,  he 
calmly  resumed  his  feeding ;  the  ass,  to  whom  my  sou  oSered  a 
handful  of  grain  mixed  with  salt,  immediately  approached,  for  he 
reci^ized  his  former  master;  his  companion  followed  him  with- 
out Bospicion,  and  as  soou  as  he  came  within  reach,  Frederick 
adroitly  flung  the  noose  over  his  head,  and  the  animal  was 
caught;  for,  attempting  with  a  prodigious  leap  to  take  flight, 
h«  only  drew  closer  the  knot  which  held  him,  and  this  he 
did  with  a  jerk  which  brought  him  to  the  ground,  half-suffo- 
csted,  and  his  tongue  hanging  out.    I  ran  up  to  him  imma- 


CAPTURED,  BUT  NOT  TAMED. 


mK^T  nippera  on  his  nose,  tyiog  tlie  two  ends  together 
J'  l^^jy   ^  by  a  piece  of  twine,  so  that  he  could  not  get  rid  of 
^'  them.      The  pnin  cnuned  hy  tlieir  pressure  so  sub- 

dued his  spirit  that  we  were  able  to  approach  liim  without  danger, 
and  we  bound  his  legs  together  just  as  the  sniiths  do  when  they 
have  to  shoe  a  vicious  horse.  I  cut  the  running  knot,  temporarily 
substituting  our  ass's  halter,  and  having  secured  him  with  fresh 
ropes  to  a  neighbouring  tree,  we  loft  him  for  Bwliile  to  recover 

However,  all  the  boys  hastened  up,  now  that  we  were  masters  of 
the  animal.  Tliey  admired  hi^  vigour,  his  beautiful  form,  which 
more  closely  resembled  that  of  the  horse  than  the  donkey,  and 
dUcuBsed  a  thousand  achemes  for  the  employment  of  this  new 
courser  J  but  we  had  not  only  to  train  him,  but  to  tame  hira 
enough  to  permit  of  our  approach  ;  for  the  wild  free-spirited 
creature  broke  into  a  fury  the  moment  he  caught  sight  of  any  one 

As  the  ropea  which  secured  him  were  stout  and  new,  I  had 
given  hint,  perhaps  prematurely,  the  free  use  of  his  limbs,  and  he 
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profited  by  this  liberty  to  leap  and  kick  rioluiitir ;  nay,  spite  of 
the  painful  apparatiu  which  he  carried  on  hi^  now.  lie  gnashed  hiji 
teeth,  and,  with  fiery  glancoi,  endeavoured  to  bito  all  who  ven- 
tured within  his  reach. 

Wfl  reaoWed  to  abandon  him  for  u  time  to  liis  own  devices,  after 
hmng  tied  up  our  donkey  near  him,  that  tlio  ttight  of  an  animal 
(rf  hia  own  kind  might  somewhat  console  him  in  liis  di^^race. 

Next  day,  when  I  carried  him  liiii  food,  I  found  him  a  little 
quieted  by  hia  c«pti\-iiy,  hunger,  ami  fatigue ;  for,  by  means  of 
ropes  carried  under  hiB  helly  ami  fastened  to  a  kind  of  girth,  we 
had  compelled  him  to  stand  upright,  and  he  ha<l  had  no  sleep. 
Satiified  with  this  first  result,  I  continued,  with  a  patience  which 
certainly  I  should  not  have  had  id  Europe,  to  watch  our  new 
inmate,  and  at  the  end  of  a  mouth  he  was  Eufliciently  subdued  to 
enter  upon  his  education. 

The  work  of  taming  him,  however,  was  long  and  ditlieult.  At 
firet,  I  conquered  him  so  far  as  to  carry  n  burden  on  his  hack ; 
but  I  could  not  sufficiently  moderate  his  savage  fire  to  obtain  the 
docility  neceesaiy  for  success  in  my  other  projects.  I  wantmt  to 
train  him  as  a  steed  for  myself  and  sons.  But  I  durst  not  trust 
myself  upon  him  without  sliacklus,  and  I  was  at  a  luss  how  to 
proceed,  when  I  called  to  miud  the  method  employed  by  the 
American  Indians  to  tame  their  wild  horses,  and  resolved  to  employ 
it.  Spit«  of  his  leapin^r  and  kicking,  I  sprang  upon  his  back,  ami 
seizing  one  of  his  long  ears,  bit  it  until  it  hied.  This  experimcut 
was  marvellously  successful ;  the  animal  was  suddenly  quiet,  and 
stood  almost  motionless ;  I  had  discovered  the  secret  of  his 
strength,  and  the  means  of  subduing  it. 

Thenceforth,  we  were  completely  his  masters.  My  children 
mounted  him  one  after  the  other ;  they  christened  him  Lightfoot, 
and  never  did  animal  better  deserve  the  naiim.  As  an  extra 
precaution,  I  made  hink  wear  shackles  on  his  foreleg  for  ii 
considerable  period  ;  and  instead  of  a  bit,  n-hich  his  haughty  spirit 
would  never  endure,  wo  used  a  snaffle  for  gaining  control  over  his 
head,  and  with  a  switch  wo  struck  his  right  or  left  ear,  according 
to  the  direction  we  wished  him  to  follow. 

While  wo  were  occupied  with  thcso  cares,  our  <[ioultr;j-^iMd  i^ 
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ceived  a  considerable  addition.  Three  Buccesaive  hattJiings  had 
furnished  ns  with  forty  young  chickenB,  which,  clucking,  clatter- 
ing, &nd  scratching  up  the  ground,  became  our  good  housewife's 
pride    and    happiness.      She  was  exceedingly  fond  of  all  the 


feathered  tribe  nnd  much  preterreil  them  to  our  favourite  animals, 
such  as  the  jackal,  the  ape,  the  eagle,  and  the  onager,  for,  she 
said  they  would  do  nothing  hut  eat,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  buffalo,  who  was  useful  as  a  beast  of  burden,  would  never  be 
good  for  ought  I 

Her  poultry,  on  the  contrary,  cost  little  to  feed,  supplied  us 
with  eggs,  and  in  the  wet  season,  the  winter  of  these  climates, 
when  we  could  not  follow  the  chase,  would  help  to  spread  our  table. 

My  wife's  observations  reminded  me  that  it  would  not  do  to 
defer  until  the  rainy  season  a  work  essential  for  the  welfare  of  our 
domestic  animals ;  namely,  the  construction  of  a  place  of  shelter  for 
them  during  the  incessant  rains.  The  framework  of  tlie  necessary 
edifice  was  furnished  by  the  roots  of  our  great  tree :  the  roof  was 
framed  with  bamboos, — split  and  placed  tolerably  close  to  one 
another,  like  lattifo  work ;  wo  filled  up  the  interstices  with  moss 
and  clay  ;  and  a  layer  of  pitch  spread  over  the  whole  rendered  it 
so  solid  that  wo  converted  it  into  a  platform,  ornamented  with  a 
balustrade,  where  we  promenaded  at  our  pleasure.  With  a  few 
pianke  we  ran  up  half-a-doseu  partitions  in  the  interior,  forming 
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a  series  of  Bmall  enclosures  in  which  we  placed  our  animals,  and 
also  stored  our  prorisions ;  stables,  poultry- yard,  dairy,  granaiy, 
hay-loft,  all  were  eombinetl  under  one  roof,  leaving,  nevertheless, 
a  good-sized  area  for  tlie  reception  of  our  edible  supplies.  After 
it  was  finished,  we  busied  ourselves  in  laying  up  a  store  for  some 
months'  use,  and  not  a  day  passed  without  our  transporting  thither 
some  useful  article. 

One  evening,  on  our  return  from  gathering  potatoes,  I  be- 
thought myself  of  sending  forward  my  wife  and  two  younger 
children,  with  the  cart  drawn  by  our  cow,  aKs,  and  buffalo,  while 
I  mode  an  excurtiion  to  the  Wood  of  Acorns,  to  collect,  if  possible, 
a  few  bushels.  Frederick  mounted  the  onager,  Ernest  followed 
with  his  ape,  and  I  with  a  canvas  bog,  which  I  counted  on  filling 
full  of  acorns.  Having  reached  the  wood,  we  tied  Liglitfoot  to  a 
tree,  and  all  three  set  to  work  to  pick  up  the  fruit  with  which  the 
ground  was  covered.  We  were  disturbed  in  our  occupation  hy 
.strange  cries  and  a  flutter  oE  wings  proceeding  from  a  neighbour- 
ing thicket.     Ernest  hastened  thither,  and  soon  called  ua. 

"  Bun,"  said  he.  "  Master  Knips  has  made  a  tine  discovery—  & 
superb  nest  of  Canadian 
heath-fowl  —  the  eggs  are 
here,  and  I  have  got  both 
the  male  bird  and  his  mate. 
Come,  come,  quick," 

In  two  bounds  Frederick 
was  by  his  brother's  side ; 
he  seized  upon  the  two 
noble  birds,  which  struggled 
violently  and  cried  piteously, 
and  speedily  re-appeared, 
followed  by  Ernest,  holding 
in  his  arms  a  large  nest, 
deftly  compoBcd  of  inter- 
laced grasses,  and  containing 
several  eggs.  ' 

It  was,  in  truth,  a  treasure  on  which  Master  Enips  bad  hap- 
pened, and  his  gormandizing  instinct  for  once  had  proved  of  real 
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value.  We  tied  the  legN  of  the  two  birds,  and  put  the  eggs  in 
Eraest's  hat.  But  the  latter  was  not  disposed  to  throw  away  the 
nest,  composed  of  a  supple  and  shining  grass,  which  grew  very 

plentifully  in  the  neighbourhood. 

"  I  would  like  to  carry  this  grass  home  to  little  Fritz,"  said 
he  ;  "  its  form  is  very  curious,  aud  he  will  call  the  spikelets  little 
swords." 

At  the  moment,  being  occupied  with  our  capture,  I  did  not  pay 
much  attention  to  what  Ernest  said ;  besides,  night  was  coming 
on,  and  we  had  to  hasten  home.  Our  sack,  half-full,  we  placed 
on  the  onager's  back.  Frederick  then  mounted  his  steed,  and 
rode  away  in  advance,  guiding  him  with  a  handful  of  the  long 
leaves  I  have  spoken  oE,  and  which  resembled  those  of  the  gladiolus. 
Ernest  carried  the  two  birds,  and  I  undertook  the  charge  of  the 
eggs,  which  I  covered  over  very  closely,  for,  as  they  were  still 
warm,  I  had  some  hopes  of  placing  them  again  under  the  mother 
when  we  reoched  Falcon's- Nest.  My  expectation  was  not  de- 
ceived. On  my  return,  I  handed  over  the  brood  to  my  wife,  who 
attended  to  the  poor  mother  with  so  much  skill  and  assiduity,  thnt 
in  a  short  time  she  presented  us  with  fifteen  chickens. 

Fortune,  however,  had  favoured  us  far  more  than  we  imagined 
in  this  circumstance:  the  long  flat  leaves  which  Ernest  had  given 
to  his  brother  for  playthings  were  so  supple  and  Hexiblc  that  the 
child  conceived  the  notion  of  cutting  them  into  atri)is  and  plaiting 
them  to  make  a  whip.  This  led  me  to  examine  them  carefully, 
and  perceiving  that  their  tissue  was  composed  of  a  multitude  of 
long,  silky,  and  very  strong  fibres,  I  became  convinced  tlint  the 
snpposed  gladiolus  was  really  the  Phormium  tenax,  or  flax-plant  of 
New  Zealand.  Whoii  I  announced  this  important  discovery,  my 
wife  was  overwhelmed  with  joy. 

"  Bring  me  the  leaves,"  she  cried ;  "  bring  me  all  you  can  find ! 
1  know  how  to  deal  both  with  hemp  and  flax.  When  we  have 
reduced  this  into  tow,  you  shall  make  ine  a  wheel,  or,  at  all 
cventa,  a  spindle,  and  in  the  evenings  I  will  spin  you  a  supply  for 
next  year  of  shirts,  stockings,  trousers,  and  blouses,  of  good 
dnrable  stuff." 

I  could  not  help  smiling  at  my  laborious  companion's  sanguine 
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anticipatioiifl  of  the  great  results  to  flow  from  t 
However,  my  young 
people,  alw&ys  ready  to 
take  an  interest  iu  what- 
ever interested  their 
mother,  immediately 
moon  ted  their  steeds. 
Frederick  the  onsgra, 
and  Rudly  the  buffalo, 
and  after  a  two  houra' 
ahsence  returned  with 
an  enormous  bundle  of 
flax  on  tbeir  cruppers, 
which  they  grayely  de- 
posited at  tbeir  mother's 
feet.  She  caused  it  to  be  removed  to  Flamingo  Marsh,  to  under- 
go the  preliminary  process  of  "  retting,"  which  consists  in  steep- 
ing the  hemp  or  flax  for  some  days  in  water  bo  as  to  separate 
easily  the  vegetable  part.  As  soon  as  this  was  entirely  decom- 
posed, we  placed  our  bimdles  in  a  sunny  spot  until  thoroughly 
dry,  and,  afterwards  submitting  the  stems  to  a  hard  pounding,  we 
collected  by  handfuls  the  tow  which  covered  them. 

The  remainder  of  the  work  necessary  to  fit  the  flax  for  the 
spinner  we  deferred  until  the  wet  season,  which  was  now  rapidly 
approaching,  and  when  I  promised  my  wife  I  would  make  her 
carding  combs,  spindles,  bobbins,  ay,  and  a  plaiting  machine, 
though  I  was  promising  a  work  of  no  ordinary  difficulty ;  bnt  I 
had  already  accomplished  so  many  things  of  apparent  impossi- 
bility that  I  hoped  tor  success  even  in  this  critical  task. 

We  continued  to  accumulate  provisions,  as  well  for  the  animals 
as  for  ourselves.  Daily  we  loaded  our  waggon  with  bags  of  sweet 
acoms,  manioc,  potatoes,  wood,  forage,  fruits,  sugar-canes, — in  fact, 
with  whatever  we  thought  might  be  useful  during  the  bad  season, 
whose  duration  we  could  not  even  conjecture.  Wo  profited  also 
by  our  last  days  of  fine  weather  to  sow  all  the  barley  and  other 
European  grains  we  had  by  us,  that  the  rains  might  develop  their 
germs  and  prepare  for  us  an  abundant  tiarveat. 
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But  the  time  cnme  at  length  when  wa 
lod  to  rest  from  our  laboura :  furioiLI 
winds  growlod  in  the  woodland  deptiia, 
the  sea  roared,  and  masses  of  heavy  clouds 
gnlhered  from  everypoint  of  the  horizon.  Soon 
they  broke  over  our  heads,  and  torrents  of  dense 
min  fell,  night  and  day,  without  the  least  interruption.  The 
brooks  swelled,  and  their  waters,  uniting  around  us,  formed  an 
immense  lake.  Fortunately,  the  spot  where  wo  had  established 
out  colony  was  more  elevated  than  any  other  part  of  the  valley ; 
the  waters  did  not  approach  us  very  closely ;  hut  formed  a  shining 
belt  at  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  feet  from  our  tree,  which, 
with  the  little  knoll  it  overshadowed,  rose  like  an  island  out  of  the 
general  inundation.  My  dear  ones  were  sadly  affected  by  the 
spectacle  of  this  immense  sheet  of  water,  whiuh  seemed  daily  to 
expand.  Before  long  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  our  leafy 
bower,  where  the  rain  penetrated  on  every  side,  and  the  terrible 
g^te  of  the  hurricane  threatened  ever  and  anon  to  overthrow  our 
domicile,  and  dash  its  inhabitants  headlong  to  the  earth.  We 
resolved  upon  a  removal,  and  sheltered  ourselves  under  the  roof 
formed  by  the  roots  of  our  colossal  tree,  whore  we  bad  collected 
oiu:  live  stock. 

The  area  was  limited,  considering  the  quantity  of  provisions  and 
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ntensils  we  bad  aniattsed.  Tlie  vicinity  of  the  animals,  the  Aie- 
■greeftble  odoura  which  reached  ur,  and,  above  all,  the  smoke 
which  in  this  close  confined  cavern  almost  suflocated  us,  would 
have  rendered  a  prolonged  sojourn  impossible,  htid  I  not  bethought 
myself  oE  construoting,  with  a  couple  o(  pieces  of  bark,  coated  with 
day,  a  tube  to  cairy  off  the  vitiated  atmosphere.  I  trenched  upon 
tba  apace  which  I  had  allotted  to  the  heastn  at  a  time  when  I  had 
ma  idea  we  should  require  to  dispute  it  with  them  ;  I  turned  out 
iato  the  open  sir  those  animals  which,  nQtive-bom,  were  able  to 
iwltire  the  inclemencies  of  the  climate ;  so  that  I  gave  a  sort  of 
mini  liliiiilj  to  the  buffalo  and  the  onager,  keeping  heavy  cIogB 
attached  to  their  feet  to  prevent  them  from  wandering  to  any  great 
distance.   The  shade  of  our  great  tree  afforded  them  sufficient  shelter. 

These  arrangements  carried  out,  we  found  ourselvefl  much  more 
comfortable ;  and  as  I  had  opened  up  a  communication  between 
onr  hut  and  the  central  stairoase,  we  utilized  tho  staircase  by 
tnming  its  steps  into  shelves  for  a  variety  of  articles.  My  wife 
occuped  the  lower  portion  for  herself,  sitting  near  one  of  the  win- 
dows to  do  her  work.  And  we  used  the  fire  ils  little  as  possible. 
Fortunately  the  weather  was  not  cold,  and  the  majority  of  our 
proTisions  did  not  require  long  cooking.  We  had  milk,  meat,  and 
smoked  fish  in  abundance ;  our  ortolans,  fried  in  butter,  were  also 
a  great  resource  ;  bnt  my  wife— excellent  manager  that  she  was  1 — 
only  served  them  np  to  us  occasionally  as  a  dainty. 

Looking  after  our  animals  occupied  us  for  a  part  of  the  morning ; 
afterwards  we  prepared  some  cassava  flour,  and  cooked  a  supply  of 
c^es  on  our  iron  trays.  Though  the  door  of  our  hut  was  lighted 
with  a  glass  window,  the  perpetual  obscurity  of  the  sky,  and  our 
position  under  a  vaet  tree  with  thick  and  leafy  branches,  brought 
on  night  at  a  very  early  hour.  Then  we  lighted  one  of  our  wax 
candles,  fixing  it  in  a  wooden  foot  on  our  common  table.  The 
good  mother  worked  at  her  needle,  and  mended  our  clothes.  I 
wrote  my  Journal,  which  Ernest  copied  in  his  beautiful  hand- 
writing, wliile  Frederick  and  Rudly  taught  little  Fritz  to  read,  or 
amused  themselves  with  drawing  the  plants  and  animals  that  had 
caught  their  attention.  We  then  read  together  a  chapter  of  the 
Bible,  and  after  supper  closed  the  day  with  prayer. 
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Such  was  our  gloomy  and  monotonoua  existence.  We  hail  bail 
no  idea  of  the  prolonged  winter  season  of  these  tropical  climates ; 
and  afflicted  by  incessant  rains  and  perpetual  gloom,  r(^;retted 
with  infinite  sadness  of  heart,  springing,  doubtless,  from  our  love 
of  fatherland,  the  ice  and  the  snow  of  the  mountains  of  Helvetia. 

During  this  long  seclusion,  however,  we  executed  several  useful 
works.  I  made  a  machine,  or  beetle,  for  the  flaK.  It  was  some- 
thing like  a  large  wooden  knife,  whose  edge,  fastened  at  one  end 
to  the  table,  rose  and  fell  alternately  on  the  fibres  placed  beneath, 
broke  them  up,  and  reduced  them  Into  tow.  I  also  contrived  some 
carding  combs  to  detach  the  ligneous  portions  of  the  latter,  and 
render  it  fit  for  spinning.  These  were  a  couple  of  pieces  of  hard 
wood,  perforated  with  numerous  holes,  and  slightly  inclined  on  one 
side,  to  prevent  them  from  being  injured  by  use.  Tlieir  backs 
were  coated  with  a  thick  mixture  of  sand  and  pitch,  which  gave 
them  solidity,  and  made  them  easy  to  handle.  Of  these  new  out- 
comes of  our  industry,  however,  we  could  make  no  use.  The  flax, 
which  we  had  been  compelled  to  collect  in  haste,  was  not  sufficiently 
dry,  and  we  were  forced  to  execute  this  part  of  the  process,  as  well 
as  the  spinning,  in  the  shade  of  our  smoky  hut.  The  inconveni- 
ences wo  suffered  inspired  us  all  with  a  firm  resolve  to  build,  before 
another  winter,  a  heatthicr  and  more  commodious  dwelling. 
Frederick  reminded  us  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  who  had  excavated  in 
the  rock  a  habitation  wherein  he  braved  all  the  inclemencies  of  the 
season ;  and  the  idea  natnrally  occurred  to  us  of  doing  the  same  at 
Tent- Town,  The  work  would  certainly  be  long  and  difficult,  but 
what,  said  we,  could  we  not  accomplish  with  time,  patience,  and 
perseverance  ?  Our  imagination  thus  busy  with  the  future,  we 
forgot  the  hardships  and  weariness  of  the  present,  or  contrived  to 
prevent  our  minds  from  dwelling  upon  them  ;  and  this  was  much. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Z  AN  I  venture  to  express  in  words  the 
emotions  of  joy  with  which,  after  so 
f  rnnny  long  and  dreary  weeks,  we  saw 
the  heavenly  azure  once  more  reappear, 
the  Bun  put  to  flight  the  last  linger- 
^^"^  ing  clouds  of  winter,  and  diffuse  its 
V\  genial  radiance  over  the  face  of  nature? 
The  winds  suhsided,  the  waters  drained 
^way,  and  a  few  days  BufBced  to  cover 
with  a  mantle  of  luxuriant  verdure  the  scenes  which  had  so  long 
been  a  dreary  and  inundated  waste. 

At  length  we  emerged  from  our  retreat.  We  seemed  unable  to 
utirfy  ourselves  with  gazing  on  the  rejuvenated  landscape ;  with 
expanded  chests,  we  drank  in  deep  draughts  of  the  pure  and  invigo- 
rative atmosphere.  We  forgot  all  our  sufierings ;  and  with  hearts 
full  of  hope  and  gladness,  like  the  children  of  Noah  on  issuing  from 
the  ark,  we  raised  a  psalm  of  gratitude  to  the  Creator. 

All  our  plantations  and  our  seed  plots  were  in  blooming  pros- 
perity. The  young  plants  were  showing  their  tender  grecu  shoots 
above  the  ground,  and  the  trees  were  already  loaded  with  a  beau- 
tiful burthen  of  fruits  and  flowers.  A  prodigious  quantity  ol 
vegetables  of  all  kinds  adorned  the  soil.  The  ur  bree.thed  Um 
17 


268  AN  INDUSTRIOUS  SPINNER. 

balmiest  odours ;  the  singing  birds  had  resumed  their  minstrelsy ; 
others,  glistening  with  the  most  vivid  colours,  uttered  their  Bhoit 
shrill  cries ;  and  all  were  busied  in  the  construction  of  their  nests. 
It  was  spring-time  in  all  its  glory.  Our  first  care  was  to  clear  our 
aerial  castle  of  the  leaves  piled  up  within  it  by  the  winds.  The 
mildness  of  the  temperature  enabled  us  to  re-inhabit  it ;  and  as  it 
had  been  but  slightly  injured,  after  a  few  repairs,  which  occupied 
only  a  day  or  two,  we  removed  thither. 

As  soon  as  we  had  once  more  established  order,  I  began,  at  my 
wife's  desire,  to  prepare  the  flax  for  her  weaving.  During  our 
days  of  seclusion,  I  had  made  a  distaff,  spindles,  and  a  reel,  and  she 
longed  to  set  to  work  with  them.  I  therefore  caused  several 
parcels  of  the  New  Zealand  flax,  which  were  still  a  little  too  damp, 
to  be  dried  before  a  fire  ;  and  afterwards  the  operations  of  beating 
and  combing  it  were  promptly  and  successfully  carried  out.  My 
carding  combs  answered  admirably ;  and  in  a  very  short  time  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  wife  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
very  soft  fine  thread.  Without  a  moment's  delay  she  began  to  ply 
her  distaff.  The  spindle  revolved  rapidly  in  her  nimble  fingers, 
and  was  soon  covered  with  a  strong  and  tenacious  material,  which 
exceeded  in  quality  our  most  sanguine  anticipations.  My  wife, 
reminded  by  this  task  of  her  happy  youth,  was  enchanted ;  she 
gave  herself  up  to  it  with  such  absorbing  ardour,  that  she  went 
to  and  fro,  with  her  distaff  at  her  side,  and  her  spindle  in  her  hand, 
lest  she  should  lose  a  moment.  She  selected  little  Fritz  as  her 
fellow-labourer,  and  while  the  mother  spun,  the  child  divided  the 
thread  into  skeins. 

While  she  was  thus  occupied,  my  sons  and  I  visited  our  various 
establishments  to  repair  any  injuries  inflicted  by  the  heavy  rains. 
The  manioc  and  potato  fields,  those  of  barley  and  majze,  my  wife's 
kitchen  garden,  and  our  fruit-tree  plantations,  we  found  in  the 
best  possible  order.  Such  was  not  the  case  at  ill-fated  Tent-Town  : 
the  tent  was  overthrown,  the  stakes  were  all  uprooted,  the  canvas 
was  rent  in  tatters,  and  a  portion  of  our  provisions  injured  by  the 
wet ;  the  pinnace  alone  had  escaped ;  but  our  tub-made  boat  had 
doubtlessly  been  dashed  in  pieces,  for  not  a  vestige  of  it  was 
visible.     A  more  serious  loss  was  that  of  two  casks  of  gunpowder, 
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which,  less  sheltered  than  the  rest,  had  been  so  soaked  by  the  nin 
M  to  be  no  longer  of  any  utie  This  accident  made  me  keenly 
Benaible  of  the  necessity  we  were  under  of  providing  a  more  satu 
factory  shelter  in  the  future  than  n  canvas  tent  or  a  roof  of 

Whea  we  had  remedied  as  well  as  wo  could  the  disorder  exist- 
ing in  this  locality,  we  called  a  countil  to  disciisa  Fredenck's 


project,  alludtd  to  in  my  last  tliapltr  Ue  btill  pertinaciously 
held  fast  to  hia  idea  of  excavating  a  suitable  retreat  in  a  part  of 
the  rock,  in  imitation  of  the  cuvem  of  his  model,  Robinson  Crusoe 
I  could  not  shut  my  ejes  to  the  difficulties  of  this  project ,  the 
rocks  encircling  the  narrow  plain  o[  Tent  Town  confronted  us  like 
a  solid  wall,  without  the  itlightebt  chink  or  cranny  ,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  their  apparent  hardness  seemed  an  insuperable  ofaslitcle 
to  our  success.  However,  as  it  was  absolutely  needful  we  should 
hollow  out  a  small  cavity  tor  the  reception  of  our  remaining 
powder,  I  selected,  in  the  must  perpendicular  face  of  the  cliff,  a 
point  for  the  commencement  of  our  Herculean  labours.  The  site 
w««  preferable  to  that  of  out  old  tent ;  for  the  prospect  c.\tended 
over  the  whole  of  Safety  Biiy,  and  embraced  the  two  banks  of 
Jackal  River  with  its  pictuicsijue  bridge.  I  traced  with  charcoal 
the  dimensions  of  the  intended  entrance  to  our  cave ;  then  my  bods 
and  I  seized  our  chisels,  oar  pick-axes,  and  our  heavy  hammers, 
and  courageuUNly  cniiimcnced  operations  against  the  stone. 

Little  effect  was  produced  by  the  first  blows ;  the  rock  seemed 
impenetrable ;  the  Kun's  rays  had  so  indurated  its  surface  thwt  t.^% 
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difficulty  of  the  task  covered  our  foreheads  with  beaded  perspira- 
tion. The  spirit  of  ruy  young  excavators,  however,  did  not  flag ; 
every  evening  we  quitted  the  work  which  we  had  pushed  forward 
but  a  few  inches,  and  every  morning  we  returned  to  it  with  heeh 
ardour.  At  length,  after  five  or  six  days'  toil,  having  picked  away 
the  superficies  of  the  rock,  we  felt  the  stone  gradually  grow 
softer  under  our  persevering  blows ;  soon  it  proved  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  kind  of  limestone,  which  in  turn  gave  way  to  a 
stratum  of  sand  that  could  be  wrought  with  the  spade.  Thereafter 
our  labours  grew  light,  and  we  indulged  some  faint  hopes  of 
eventual  success. 

For  a  few  days  we  pushed  on  diligently,  and  had  penetrated  to  a 
depth  of  nearly  seven  feet,  when,  one  morning,  Kudly,  who  was 
hammering  away  at  the  base  of  the  cavern  with  his  crowbar,  sud- 
denly exclaimed,  — 

"  Papa,  papa !  I  have  got  through ! " 

I  was  standing  at  the  time  on  a  ladder,  and  working  away  at  the 
roof  of  the  cave,  so  as  to  increase  the  elevation  :  without  looking 
off  from  my  work,  I  asked  Rudly,  laughing, — 

"  Can  you  see  through  the  mountain,  my  boy?" 

Frederick  was  wheeling  the  rubbish  outside,  but  on  hearing  his 
brother's  incessant  shouts, — 

"1  have  got  through!  I  have  bored  a  hole  in  the  mountain!" 
he  hastened  to  him,  and  called  me  in  his  turn,  declaring  that  the 
crowbar  had  opened  up  a  way  into  a  great  hollow,  where  it  could 
easily  be  moved  in  any  direction. 

I  thought  the  thing  so  extraowlinary  that  I  sprung  from  my 
ladder,  and  I  found,  in  truth,  on  handling  the  crowbar,  that  it  could 
easily  be  pushed  to  its  full  length.  On  trying  it  with  a  long  pole, 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  only  a  thin  wall  of  sand  separated  us 
from  a  considerable  cavity.  We  all  immediately  set  to  work  to 
enlarge  the  opening;  and  soon  made  it  wide  enough  for  one  of 
my  boys  to  enter.  All  volunteered,  but  I  would  not  suffer  any  to 
attempt  it,  for  on  approaching  the  aperture  to  examine,  if  I  could, 

e  bottom  of  the  cavern,  a  sudden  rush  of  poisonous  air  turned 
giddy. 
Keep  off,  keep  off,  boys,"  I  cried,  in  a  panic,  as  I  hastily 
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retired ;  "  keep  off — the  place  is  deadly^if  you  breothe  its  air,  it 
will  kill  you  t " 

I  ttien  explained,  in  a  fen  simple  words,  that  air  can  only  bo 
breathed  with  safety  under  certain  conditions,  and,  first  of  all, 
that  of  incessant  renewal.  Air  which  has  been  long  confined,  I 
added,  becomes  a  deleterious  gas,  immediately  fatal  to  the  uufor- 
tanste  ivretch  who  breathes  it.  There  are  several  ways  of  detecting 
this  vitiated  slate,  and  of  guarding  against  its  dangerous  effects 
the  simplest  as  well  as  the  surest  is  that  of  lire,  which,  by 
Burning  the  injuriouB  particles,  restores  its  elasticity. 

Accordingly,  we  kindled  a  quantity  of  hay,  and  flung  it  in  hand- 
fuls  through  the  opening ;  its  immediate  extinction  proved  that  the 
cavern  was  filled  with  a  dangerous  miasma.  I  therefore  bethought 
myself  of  a  more  efficacious  remedy. 


We  had  brought  from  the  wreck  a  chest  of  fireworks,  intended 
for  marine  signals.    By  means  of  a  mpe  I  aospended  in  the  intenQx 
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a  number  of  g^renndus  and  fusees,  w)iich  I  ignited  by  a  iulphnrettod 
wick  tarried  from  the  oulGide.  We  lighted  it,  and  sought  a  place 
of  shelter.  In  a  few  minutes  a  loud  report  was  heard,  and  a  dense 
cloud  of  smoke  issued  from  the  cavern.  We  continued  this  opera- 
tion as  long  as  our  fireworks  lasted.  When  these  v-ere  consumed, 
and  I  thought  t)ie  cavern  might  probably  be  purged  of  ita  pestilen- 
tial vapours,  I  resumed  the  experiment  of  tlie  burning  hay,  and 
this  time  Kith  complete  success,    for  as  it  burned  as  freely  in 


be   taken,   and,   great 
character  and  extent, 


open  air,  we  knew  that  all  the  mephilic 
gBS  had  been  exhaled.  Nevertheless, 
before  venturing  to  penetrate  into  the 
depth,  there  were  other  precautions  to 
as  was  our  impatience  to  ascertain  its 
'.  declared  we  must  complete  the  openirg : 
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therefore  Frederick  and  I  resumed  our  spade  and  pick-axe,  while 
Rudlf  vas  despatched  on  his  bufi&lo  to  Falcon's -Nest,  both  to 
utQounce  the  mairellouB  discovery  which  had  so  agreeably  short- 
ened OUT  labours,  and  to  bring  back  all  tbe  torches  and  tapers  he 
could  find,  that  we  might  explore  tbe  cavern  ader  effecting  an 
entrance  into  it. 

Rudly,  delighted  with  his  errand,  eped  away  like  an  arrow  on 
his  big  charger,  which  he  had  very  appropriately  named  Thunder  ; 
he  was  away  longer  than  I  had  expected,  for  during  hia  absence  we 
had  time  enough  to  widen  the  mouth  of  the  cavern  until  it  ad- 
mitted of  our  easy  entrance ;  then  we  heard  the  timbers  of  the 
bridge  resound  under  the  young  buffalo's  swift  but  heavy  hoofs. 
My  son  arrived  with  a  triumphant  air ;  he  was  followed  by  my 
wife  and  Fritz  in  the  cart,  which  tbe  prudent  Ement  guided, 
with  ita  usual  team.  Our  little  messenger's  eloquence  had  per- 
moded  his  mother  to  put  by  her  work,  and  Ernest,  with  his 
curiosity  vividly  excited  by  his  brother's  recital,  had  yoked  the  ass 
and  the  cow  to  the  cart  to  accomplish  the  journey  more  quickly. 


They  admired  exceedingly  the  work  we  had  accomplished,  and 
were  eagerly  impatient  to  penetrate  into  the  cavern,  whose  depth 
could  not  be  conjectured  from  any  external  view.  We  immediately 
lighted  our  torches.  Each  of  us  carried  one,  and  in  his  pockets  a 
taper  and  a  tinder-box.  Thus  accontred,  with  onr  fire-arms  on  our 
ahoulders,  in  case  of  accident,  we  pushed  into  the  interior.     I  led 
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the  wny,  and  aouoded  the  earth  with  my  pole,  from  *  fear  we  miglit 
fall  ill  with  some  lake  or  cavity,  and  be  unable  to  extricate  onr- 
bcItcb.  The  rear  wan  closed  by  the  mother,  holding  by  the  hand 
little  Fritz,  who  advanced  in  groat  trepidation.  Even  onr  dogi 
appeared  intimidated,  and  instead  of  bounding  and  leaping  from  nda 
to  side,  according  to  their  cuntom,  slunk  along  in  our  footatepi. 
Our  curiosity  and  expectation  tept  us  silent,  but  scarcely  had  we 
advanced  twenty  pacca  into  the  cavern,  when,  the  light  of  ovr 
torches  and  tapcm  striking  against  its  roof  and  walls,  we  simul- 
tancoiialy  uttered  a  shout  of  surprise  and  admiration.     Everything 


shone  around  us  I  Wo  were  in  a  grotto  of  diamonds  I  Conceive 
for  yourself  a  vast  enclosure  wholly  composed  of  ilaazling  crystal, 
with  columns  of  the  same  material  rising  at  intervals  to  support 
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the  dome  of  the  magnificent  edifice,  which  was  also  adorned  with 
a  prodigious  number  of  stalactites,  their  prismatic  surfaces  multi- 
plying beyond  all  calculation  the  gleams  and  flashes  of  our  torches : 
one  might  have  supposed  it  to  be  a  royal  hall  illuminated  for  some 
gorgeous  ceremony,  or  a  Gothic  cathedral  lit  up  for  the  midnight 
massl 

It  was,  in  truth,  a  marvellous  palace,  such  as  one  reads  of  in 
books  of  fairy  lore,  and  our  little  Fritz  was  almost  inclined  to 
believe  that  some  good  elfin  queen  really  inhabited  the  brilliant 
structure. 

When  we  had  a  little  recovered  from  our  first  surprise,  we  ad- 
vanced with  greater  confidence.  The  grotto  was  spacious,  the 
ground  level,  and  covered  with  a  fine  dry  sand.  From  the  form  of 
the  stalactites  which  hung  pendent  from  the  roof,  I  surmised  that 
they  partook  of  the  character  of  saline  crystallizations ;  and  on 
tasting  a  portion  I  found  that  these  shining  decorations  of  our  new 
palace  were  really  rock  salt — the  best  and  purest  of  all  salt. 

This  discovery  was  worth  as  much  as  that  of  the  grotto  itself. 
Thenceforth  there  would  exist  no  necessity  for  us  to  gather  at  con- 
siderable distances  this  precious  commodity,  so  valuable  to  us  and 
our  animals ;  we  had  only  to  collect  it  with  the  spade,  and  would 
not  even  be  compelled  to  purify  it,  as  was  the  case  with  salt  con- 
veyed from  the  sea-shore.  The  discovery,  therefore,  was  the 
climax  of  our  joy ;  we  never  tired  of  traversing  the  glittering 
cavern,  and  admiring  its  beauties.  A  few  blocks  of  salt,  which  had 
apparently  fallen  from  the  roof,  lay  here  and  there  upon  the  ground. 
Afraid  that  others  might  detach  themselves  unexpectedly,  I  made 
my  sons  load  their  muskets,  and  then,  placing  ourselves  at  the 
entrance  of  the  grotto,  we  fired  six  shots  into  the  interior,  with  the 
view  of  provoking,  by  the  explosion,  the  descent  of  any  fragments 
already  loosened.  More:  with  long  poles  we  struck  at  every  doubt- 
ful point;  and  after  this  double  experiment,  felt  satisfied  of  the 
security  of  our  magnificent  abode. 

It  only  remained  for  us  now  to  establish  ourselves  in  it,  and  fit 
it  up  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  our  accommodation.  As  we 
returned  to  Falcon's- Nest,  this  was  the  sole,  the  inexhaustible  sub- 
ject of  our  discourse ;  everybody  proposed  a  plan  or  announced  an 
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idea ;  I  gathered  the  opinions  and  suggestions  of  all,  and  on  the 
following  day  returned  with  my  sons  to  carry  some  of  them  into 
execution. 

We  began  by  squaring  off  the  entrance  to  the  grotto,  and  fitting 
into  it  the  door  of  our  staircase  at  Falcon's-Nest :  as  we  had 
agreed  to  make  the  latter  place  a  temporary  habitation  only,  it  no 
longer  required  so  solid  a  defence ;  and  besides,  I  intended  to  sub- 
stitute A  false  door,  made  of  the  bark  of  the  tree,  to  conceal  it 
more  effectually  from  the  notice  of  the  savages,  if  any  ever  came 
into  our  district.  Next,  we  divided  the  area  into  two  portions ; 
that  on  the  right  we  set  apart  for  our  dwelling-place,  that  on  the 
left  for  our  kitchen,  workshop,  and  stables ;  the  lower  part  was 
reserved  for  a  cellar  and  magazines :  besides,  it  was  requisite  to 
admit  air  and  light  into  our  new  abode.  We  were  occupied  for 
several  days  in  cutting  openings  in  the  face  of  the  rock,  and 
placing  therein  the  windows  which  I  had  brought  from  the  ship  : 
the  partition  of  the  chambers,  a  chimney  for  the  kitchen,  with  a 
funnel  to  carry  off  the  smoke,  the  removal  of  all  our  goods,  and 
their  orderly  arrangement,  consumed  a  part  of  the  summer ;  but 
the  remembrance  of  the  heavy  rains,  and  the  pleasant  anticipation 
of  passing  the  winter  thenceforward  in  a  comfortable  and  agree- 
able manner  inspired  us  with  courage,  and  rendered  us  forgetful  of 
our  fatigues. 

We  spent  nearly  all  our  time  at  Tent-Town,  which  had  become 
our  centre  of  operations,  and  whither  we  brought  all  our  provisions. 
In  addition  to  the  gardens  and  plantations  which  surrounded  it, 
we  had  there  a  variety  of  resources :  such  as  the  bay  for  our  ducks; 
the  turtles  which  abounded  on  the  coast,  and  came  there  to  lay 
their  eggs ;  while  the  crab-fish  of  the  river,  the  lobsters,  mussels, 
and  fish  of  kinds  which  swarmed  in  these  parts,  furnished  our 
table  with  varied  and  excellent  dishes.  One  morning,  when  we 
were  all  standing  together  on  the  beach,  we  were  surprised  by  a 
singular  occurrence.  The  waters,  over  a  considerable  area,  were 
violently  agitated  by  an  extraordinary  movement.  They  seemed 
to  boil.  A  cloud  of  sea-birds  hovered  over  the  surface,  and  startled 
the  echoes  with  their  hoarse,  deafening  cries :  some  plunged  into 
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the  convulsed  waters  and  then  flew  up  into  the  air,  where,  pur- 
sued by  their  companions,  they  performed  a  thousand  circles  and 
evolutions,  so  as  to  leave  us  uncertain  whether  they  were  indulging 
themselves  in  peaceful  sports  or  waging  a  murderous  combat. 
Every  moment  the  oceanic  phenomenon  assumed  a  more  wonderful 
aspect.  The  entire  surface  of  the  waves,  illuminated  by  the  lustre 
of  the  sunrise,  seemed  covered  with  small  flashes  of  living  fire,  which 
appeared  and  disappeared  with  startling  suddenness. 

All  at  once  the  entire  mass  quitted  the  open  sea,  and  turned 
shorewards,  making  for  the  Bay  of  Safety,  whither  we  hastened, 
full  of  surprise  and  curiosity.  Each  of  us  explained  the  pheno- 
menon in  his  own  manner.  Frederick  thought  it  might  be  a  sub- 
marine volcano  on  the  point  of  explosion.  The  presence  of  the 
sea-birds  suggested  to  Ernest  that  it  was  some  gigantic  ocean 
monster,  such  as  a  cachalot,  or  perhaps  a  whale,  and  that  the 
birds  were  engaged  in  picking  up  the  small  fish  disturbed  by  the 
animal's  various  movements.  The  younger  boys,  always  inclined 
to  the  marvellous,  saw  in  it  the  action  of  some  supernatural  crea- 
ture, such  as  a  siren  or  a  merman,  of  which  they  had  often  read 
the  most  surprising  stories. 

"  If  you  ask  my  opinion,"  said  I,  in  my  turn,  "  I  believe  that 
all  this  is  nothing  more  than  a  large  shoal  of  the  herrings  which 
migrate  every  year  from  the  Northern  Seas." 

My  explanation,  which  events  soon  afterwards  confirmed,  sug- 
gested a  host  of  queries,  and  I  satisfied  their  propounders  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 

"  A  bank  or  shoal  of  herrings  is  an  immense  quantity  of  those 
fish,  moving  in  so  close  a  column  that  they  are  frequently  mistaken 
for  a  sandbank  in  the  midst  of  the  sea.  The  bank  frequently 
covers  a  superficial  area  of  several  leagues,  and  is  many  fathoms 
deep  :  stretching  along  the  surface  of  ocean,  it  bears  to  the  coasts 
of  inhabited  countries  the  resources  which  Nature  had  refused 
theiQ.  The  wandering  legions  are  invariably  followed  by  hosts  of 
large  fish,  such  as  sturgeons,  porpoises,  and  dorados,  which  destroy 
great  numbers ;  voracious  birds  unite  against  them  with  the  mon- 
sters of  the  sea,  and  while  the  latter  pursue  them  under  the  waves, 
the  former  harass  them  on  the  surface.    Thus  the  herrings  advance 
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between  two  kindg  of  deadly  enemiea  ;  to  which  we  mnat  add 
iHRD,  into  whose  hands  the  greater  portion  fall  of  those  fl|wred  Ij 
their  other  persecutors.  With  so  aifmy  chances  against  tltoin,  ona 
might  suppose  ttio  herring  race  would  be  speedily  exhausted;  but 
FroTidencc,  who  wntches  over  all,  takes  care  to  preserre  the 
xpecies,  and  we  cease  to  bo  astonished  when  we  know  that  a  dngle 
fcDialo  spawns  every  year  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  eggs.  But 
another  fish,  intended  by  Nature  for  human  consumption,  is  still 
more  prolific  :  the  cod  spawnn  upwards  of  three  million  egga," 

During  thcttc  o^planations,  the  glittering  troop— for  their  scales 
xhoiie  upon  tlic  waters  with  a  marvellous  splendour — poured  into 
the  bay.  My  sons  and  my  wife  were  transfixed  with  admiration 
at  the  spectacle  of  so  prodigious  a  mass  of  fishes,  which  seemed 
piled  one  upon  another. 

"  Admiration,"  I  exclaimed,  "  is  not  our  sole  duty.  The  riches 
placed  within  onr  roach  by  Providence  wo  must  gather  without 

I  therefore  sent  for  the  necessary  implements,  ami  organized  the 
fishing.       Frederick     and 
\  '  -^-~  ■'■■'-  -  Rudly     waded     into     the 

water ;  and  such  was  the 
density  of  the  shoal,  they 
caught  the  fish  with  their 
'  baskets  as  we  tnke  up 
woter  in  a  paiL  As  fast 
as  they  caught  the  fish, 
they  poured  them  out  on 
the  sand.  Ernest  and  my 
wife,  each  furnished  with  a 
knife,  rapidly  opened,  cleansed,  nnd  rubbed  them  with  salt.  After- 
wards I  deposited  them  in  the  small  barrels  we  had  collected  for 
the  purpose.  First  I  placed  a  layer  of  fish,  then  a  layer  of  salt ; 
and  each  cask,  an  I  filled  it,  was  placed  on  the  back  of  our  ass, 
which  little  Fritz  led  to  the  store-room.  This  work  occupied  us 
lor  several  days,  and  provided  us  with  a  dozen  casks  of  salted  fish 
to  add  to  our  winter  supplies. 

Meanwhile,  the  refuse  of  the  fish,  which  we  had  flung  into  the 
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sea  lest  it  should  poison  the  atmosphere,  drew  into  the  bay  a 
number  of  sea-dogs,  of  which  we  killed  half  a  score  for  the  sake  of 
the  skin  and  fat :  the  latter  yielded  a  capital  oil  for  illuminating 
purposes,  and  served  to  some  extent  instead  of  our  candles.  As 
for  the  flesh,  after  we  had  splendidly  feasted  our  dogs,  we  threw 
the  remainder  to  the  crabs  in  the  Jackal  River.  I  also  constructed 
for  these,  and  for  the  small  fish  which  my  sons  caught  by  way  of 
amusement,  a  kind  of  reservoir,  out  of  two  great  casks,  pierced 
with  numerous  holes,  so  as  to  admit  of  a  free  supply  of  water. 
When  we  were  in  want  of  crabs  or  fish  for  our  table,  we  had  only 
to  resort  to  our  casks,  where  they  lived  as  well  as  they  could  have 
done  in  the  stream. 

We  continued  our  work  of  installation ;  but  it  progressed  slowly, 
we  were  so  often  diverted  from  it  by  other  occupations.  On  examin- 
ing more  attentively  the  character  of  the  rock  in  which  our  cavern 
was  situated,  I  remarked  that  the  basis  of  the  saline  incrustation 
which  covered  it  was  a  stratum  of  gypsum,  which  I  conceived  might 
be  advantageously  employed  in  our  building  operations.  Having 
found  a  pile  of  broken  pieces  under  the  rocky  projection  where  I 
had  first  planted  my  powder  magazine,  I  carried  several  of  them 
into  our  kitchen,  and  heated  them  in  the  fire  until  they  were  red- 
hot.  As  soon  as  the  stone  grew  cool  again  it  became  soft  and 
friable,  and  was  easily  reduced  into  a  fine  white  powder ;  which, 
though  my  sons  could  neither  i^ndcrstand  its  nature  nor  utility, 
made  a  capital  cement. 

This  discovery  was,  of  course,  exceedingly  valuable,  and  I 
ordered  my  boys  to  prepare  every  day  as  large  a  supply  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  until  some  n^ore  useful  means  of  employing  it  arose,  I 
used  it  to  cover  over  my  barrels  of  salted  herrings,  and  effectually 
exclude  the  air.  However,  I  performed  this  operation  only  on 
one-half  the  barrels,  as  the  others  were  reserved  for  smoked  her- 
rings, of  which  my  wife  was  exceedingly  fond.  To  cure  these  I 
built  a  little  hut  in  the  Dutch  fashion,  and  suspended  within  it  the 
herrings  strung  upon  ropes.  Beneath  them  we  lighted  a  great  fire 
of  green  branches,  moss,  and  leaves,  which  threw  off  abundant 
clouds  of  dense  smoke.  Then  I  carefully  closed  all  the  openings 
of  the  hut,  and  thus  obtained  an  excellent  stock  of  dried  herrings, 
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of  a  brilliant  yellow,  and  as  appetising  aa  tboae  of  the  mot  ikilfDl 
Dutch  fiahennen. 

A  month  after  the  migration  of  the  heninga,  we  were  faToored 
with  A  visit  from  eome  other  fish.  It  was  Rndly  who  diaoovered 
them  at  the  mouth  of  Jackal  River,  where  they  Mom  to  hare 
halted  in  their  course,  to  deposit  their  spawn  among  the  stones 
with  which  its  bed  was  covered.  Rudly  supposed  them  to  Im 
young  whales,  from  their  enormous  size  ;  but,  in  truth,  they  w«r« 
a  large  shoal  of  Btui;geon>«,  salmons,  great  sea-trout,  and  other 
genera. 

"Well,"  cried  the  little  fellow,  delighted  at  having  been  the 
first  to  discover  their  arrival,  "  I  hope  that  the  fine  fat  fellows 
down  yonder  are  worth  as  much  as  your  little  herrii^." 


"  Agreed ;  but  we  cannot  catch  them  in  baiikcte  as  we  did  the 
others,"  I  said,  a  little  cmbarrasBcd. 

"  Bah  1  If  you  will  help  me,  papa,"  cried  Rudly,  who  was  never 
troubled  with  doubts  or  hesitation,  "  we  will  soon  manage  the 
job.     You  and  I  together,  papa  I     You  shall  see  I " 

Saying  this,  he  mn  off  to  the  grotto,  where  by  this  time  we 
were  partly  established,  and  speedily  returned  with  bis  bow  and 
arrows,  a  coil  of  stout  rope,  and  a  couple  of  dog-fish  bladders, 
fully  inSatcd.  He  fastened  one  end  of  the  rope  to  an  arrow, 
whose  extremity  was  tirniiahcd  with  a  strong  iron  fish-hook  ;  and 
the  other  end  to  a  large  stono  lying  upon  the  shore :  in  the  centre  he 
fixed  a  bladder.  Then  he  bent  his  bow,  and  aiming  at  the  biggest 
salmon,  hit  it  in  the  side. 
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At  first  the  wounded  fish  plunged  beneath  the  waves,  canTing 
with  it  the  arrow,  rope,  and  bladder,  which  indicated  to  us  the 
direction  of  its  flight ;  but,  brought  np  by  the  utone,  he  could  not 
go  very  far.  ■ 

"  Now,  haul  in  the  rope,  papa,  and  hold  tight,"  shouted  Rudljr, 
in  an  ecstasy  of  delight.  "  The  rascal  must  pay  us  a  visit,  whether 
he  like*  it  or  not." 

It  was  no  easy  task,  for  the  salmon  struggled  with  extraordinary 
force  ;  but  as  he  tost  a  great  deal  of  blood,  he  began  to  grow 
enfeebled,  and  we  contrived  to  haul  him  up  on  the  beach,  where 
we  finished  him. 

My  other  sons  had  now  coiae  up,  attracted  by  their  brother's 
■houts.  We  complimented  the  young  fisherman  on  the  ingenuity 
of  his  invention  ',  (md  as  there  were  grounds  for  fear  lest  the 
remainder  of  the  piscine  herd,  terrified  by  this  attack,  should  take 
their  departure,  and  not  return,  we  resolved  to  put  aside  all  our 
other  engagements  and  continue  fishing. 

Each  resorted  to  weapons  of  his  own  choice.  Frederick  took 
the  harpoon,  and  soon  covered  the  sand  with  a  gooilly  number  of 
the  Urgeet  fish.  Erneet,  with  a  capital  rod  and  line,  angled  suo- 
eeeefully  for  the  finest  trout.  As  for  myself,  armed  like  Neptune 
with  an  iron  trident,  I  contrived  to  seize,  among  the  stones  where 
I  had  posted  myself,  two  or  three  scaly  monsters.  We  found  the 
chief  difficulty,  not  in  killing  our  fish,  but  in  getting  them  out  of 
the  water.    Frederick,  after  harpooning  u  stnrgeon  fully  eight  feet 
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in  length,  could  not  manage  to  get  it  ashore.  It  defied  all  our 
united  efforts,  until  my  wife  thought  of  fetching  the  buffalo.  Then 
we  fastened  a  rope  to  it,  and  in  this  manner  rendered  oorselvee 
master  of  our  mighty  prey. 
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The  next  operation  was  to  open  and  clean  all  theiie  fish,  and 
prepare  their  flesh.  A  part  we  salted ;  another  part  we  dried  like 
the  herrings.  My  eVer-industrious  wife  conceived  the  notion  of 
curing  some  in  oil,  like  the  t\mn3L  The  sturgeon  was  m  femak, 
and  contained  a  mass  of  eggs  weighing  forty  pounds.  Hie  meat 
in  flavour  and  appearance  resemhled  veal.  My  boys  would  Yum 
thrown  the  eggs,  as  well  as  the  intestines  of  all  the  fish,  to  their 
crabs ;  but  I  would  not  allow  them,  recollecting  that  the  Russiaai 
with  sturgeons*  eggs  prepare  a  very  dainty  dish,  which  is  called 
caviare.  Therefore  I  carefully  cleansed  them  of  all  the  skin  and 
flbres  with  which  they  were  surrounded,  washed  them  in  sea- 
water,  and  having  lightly  sprinkled  them  with  salt,  I  put  them  hj 
in  pumpkin-shells,  pierced  with  holes,  to  drain.  We  piled  some 
weights  upon  them  to  press  them  down  tightly;  and,  in  m  few 
days'  time,  obtained  a  dozen  cakes  of  a  brownish-red,  which  we 
carried  to  our  curing-house,  and  afterwards  laid  up  as  a  winter 
provision. 

I  had  also  a  wi»h  to  utilize  the  viscous  skin,  the  fins,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  sturgeon's  entrails,  by  converting  them  into  what 
is  called  isinglass.*  I  placed  the  whole  in  a  laige  iron  vessel  over 
a  great  fire ;  and  when,  through  the  process  of  evaporation,  the 
mixture  had  acquired  sufficient  consistency,  w^e  strained  it  with  a 
clean  cloth.  The  substance  thus  obtained  was  very  like  the  best 
isinglass,  and  so  transparent  that  I  thought  it  would  furnish  us 
with  windows.  For  this  purpose  I  divided  it  into  very  thin  layers 
on  a  marble  table,  which  was  part  of  the  spoil  brought  from  the 
wreck.  As  each  layer  dried  and  hardened,  I  removed  it  and  sub- 
stituted another,  until  I  found  myself  in  possession  of  about  twenty 
plates  of  a  very  white  and  very  solid  gxmi,  well  adapted  for  use  as 
I  intended. 

*  Isinglaas  (from  the  German  kautehbkue,  or  ituigeon'i  bladder)  was  formerly  obtained 
only  from  the  common  sturgeon,  but  Is  now  procured  of  equaUjr  good  a  quality  from  the 
air-bladders  of  many  other  fishes. 
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meantime,  had  our  gariltiis  (it 
Tent  Town  Sounshed,  ond  they  now  btgan 
111  supply  us  with  a  quantity  of  ditferent 
ve^'etublea  of  Hupenur  excellence  It  wnt  n 
peculiarly  agreeable  circanutanco  tLat  tlienc 
plants,  oning  to  the  vigour  of  the  soil, 
cieeiii(.d  to  know  nu  distiuction  of  seuwii,  Imt 
continued  to  flourish  and  yield  their  producto  without  interrupt i<in. 
PeaGe,  beans,  and  all  kinds  of  pot  herbs,  kept  up  a  continual  growth 
throughout  the  summer;  the  maize,  which  liedged  them  round,  bore 
spikes  upwards  of  a  foot  in  length  ;  the  cucumbers  and  melonn  sur- 
passed OUT  most  sanguine  expectations ;  and  the  sugar-cane  and 
pine-apples  were  not  less  successful.  As  for  the  potatoes,  the 
nunioc,  and  the  yams,  we  had  whole  fields  of  theu,  Aod  had  only 
the  trouble  oi  collecting  our  abundant  crops.  This  prosperoiis 
condition  encouraged  m  to  hope  that  our  distant  plantations  were 
equally  thriving,  and  we  resolved  on  paying  them  n  visit. 

One  morning,  then,  we  all  sot  out  in  company  for  Falcon's- 
Nest :  in  the  broad  plain  which  lay  en  route,  where  my  wife  had 
sown  her  small  stock  of  European  grains,  we  found  some  of  the 
cereals  young  and  vigoroua,  ami  others  grown  t«  perfect  maturity. 
There  were  barley,  wheat,  oats,  pease,  vetches,  lentils,  and  all  kinds 
of  beans.  We  cut  and  piled  up  in  sheaves  all  the  ripened  crops, 
resotving  to  watch  over  the  maturity  of  the  rest ;  for  about  them 
hovered  a  quantity  of  reapers,  apparently  much  more  e^er  than 
ourselves  to  banquet  on  these  new  productions — I  mean  birds  of 
J8 
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eveiy  epeciea  from  ibe  bustard  to  tbe  quail ;  aad  from  the  havoc 
they  bad  already  committed  in  our  fields  we  had  reason  to  feu 
they  would  not  leave  ua  much  to  glean. 


K  QUIIL  (ColNl 


To  dinlurb  theiu  a  little  in  their  atidaciouB  pilfering,  we  put 
into  requisitiun  tlie  talents  of  our  tame  aoimulii.  Tbe  eagle,  which 
Frederick  bad  trained  for  tlic  chase  like  a  falcon,  pumued  almost 
among  the  cloudii  a  splendid  hen  bustard,  and  brought  her  to  the 
feet  of  Ills  young  insstcr ;  while  Rudly's  jackal,  which  was  equal 
to  any  pointer  in  skill  and  cunning,  captured  a  dozen  of  fat  quails, 
and  provided  us  with  a  capital  repast. 

This  first  excursion  to  our  new  posMessioiis  was  also  marked  by 
a  pretty  invention  of  my  wife's  :  she  brewed  us  a  refreshing  drink, 
composed  of  the  green  blades  of  the  maize  cnishcd  in  water,  and 
mixed  with  the  juice  of  the  sugar-cane;  it  made  an  invigorating 
and  delightful  beverage,  as  sweet  as  milk,  and  very  like  it  in 
appearance. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  we  spent  at  Falcou's-Nest,  putting  our 
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summer  residence  in  order,  picking  the  grains  of  our  cereals,  so  as 
to  preserve  the  precious  seed  for  another  year's  sowing  ;  and  finally 
arranging  everything  for  a  little  excursion  which  we  proposed  to 
make  on  the  following  day.  The  difficulty  we  experienced  in 
feeding,  and  accommodating  near  us,  our  domestic  animals  during 
the  net  season,  had  made  me  think  of  some  means  of  acclimatirang 
them,  that  we  might  at  all  events  be  relieved  of  a  portion  of  onr 
anicicty ;  and  I  resolved  to  found  a  colony  in  a  place  where  they 
could  not  escape,  and  where,  nevertheless,  they  might  find  the 
sustenance  necensary  for  their  support.  On  the  following  day,  we 
proceeded  to  carry  our  deBigns  into  execution.  Consequently,  my 
wife  picked  out  from  her  poultry-yard  a  dozen  fowls,  and  I,  from 
the  stable  and  pig-styes,  selected  four  young  pigs,  two  couple  of 
sheep,  and  two  goa.ts.  These  animals  we  placed  in  the  lai^  cart, 
along  with  a  supply  of  provisions,  and  such  tools  and  utensils  as 
we  were  likely  to  want.  We  then  harnessed  the  hufTalo,  the  cow, 
and  the  ass,  and  departed  in  high  Epirits  on  our  new  expedition. 

Frederick,  on  his  onager,  led  the  way,  to  reconnoitre  the  ground, 
and  prevent  us  from  being  involved  in  any  very  difficult  situation. 
We  took  an  entirely  new  direction,  to  reach  the  diRtrict  lying 
between  Falcon's-NesE  and  the  promontory  of  Hope  Deceived.  We 
had  to  struggle  against  the  tall  grasses,  and  the  woods  intertwined 
with  strong  lianas  ;  but  through  all  these  obstacles  the  axe  opened 
a  passage.  Wc  finally  emerged  on  a  bushy  plain  of  the  most 
curious  aspect  in  the  world ;  for  not  only  their  branches,  but  all 
the  surrounding  soil,  was  covered  with  white  flakes,  as  if  there  had 
been  a  heavy  fall  of  enow.  Little  Frita  at  first  thought  that  such 
was  the  case. 

"Oh,  the  snow,  the  snow!"  he  cried,  clapping  his  hands  together 
with  infantine  joy.  "  Mamma,  come  down  from  the  cart ;  I  want 
to  make  some  snow-balls ! " 

We  indulged  in  a  hearty  laugh  at  the  child's  mistake,  for,  de- 
spite the  appearance  of  the  scene,  the  heat  of  the  weather  did  not 
suffer  us  for  a  moment  to  believe  that  it  was  the  result  of  snow. 
Frederii-k  struck  the  onager  on  the  ear,  and  it  darted  away  like  an 
arrow.  He  quickly  returned  to  me  with  a  branch  covered  with  the 
■nowy  down,  and  to  my  great  joy  1  perceived  that  it  was  cotton. 
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The  ilittcovery  was  of  iaestimftble  value  to  ns;  and  my  wife  im- 
mediately began  to  recount  alt  the  advantages  we  shonld  dniv« 
from  it  when  I  lutd  for- 
DiBhed  her  with  new  nw- 
dtinery  for  Ihraading,  card- 
ing, and  weaving  it.  We 
immediately  colleoted  a 
great  quantity ;  and  fillod 
three  capadous  bags,inteod- 
ing  to  pi(i  out  the  aeada 
mingled  with  the  flock, 
and,  in  due  time,  to  sow 
them  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tent-Town,  that  we  mi^t 
always  have  this  asefal 
plant  close  at  hand.  Hav- 
ing finished  gathering  our 
crop,  we  resumed  our  joor- 

Afler  traversing  the  cotton  field,  we  ascended  a  lofty  hill,  from 
whoiie  summit  our  delighted  gaze  extended  over  a  real  terrestrial 
paradise.  Trees  of  all  kiuils  clustered  about  the  hillside ;  and  a 
bright  fresb  brook,  rippling  over  a  rocky  bed,  enhanced  at  onoe 
itd  loveliness  and  its  fertility. 

It  was  sbeltereil  from  nortlierly  winds  by  the  wood  we  had  juBt 
threaded  ;  and  the  luxuriance  of  its  herbage  satisfieil  me  that  our 
cattle  would  always  find  pasture  in  abundance.  Here,  then  I 
resolveii  to  establish  our  new  farm,  and  my  decision  was  uDiversally 
approved. 

We  set  to  work  to  pitch  our  tent,  to  build  up  n  fire-place  with 
stones,  and  prepare  our  repast.  As  soon  aa  we  had  thus  provided 
ourselves  with  a  temporary  habitation,  Frederick  and  I  went  in 
search  of  a  place  suitable  for  carrying  out  my  projecte.  We  eoon 
came  upon  a  clump  of  trees  placed  at  sufficient  distances  from  one 
another  to  act  as  the  columns  or  posta  I  required  to  support  my 
intended  building.  Thither  we  carried  all  our  tools,  but  as  the 
day  was  far  advanced,  deferred  operations  until  the  next  morning. 
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We  returned  to  our  tent,  where  my  wife  and  children  were  buuly 
pit:king   the   seeds   out  of  the  cottony  down,  and  had  prepared 


for  each  of  us  a  comfortable  pillow,  on  which, 
after  supper,  we  enjoyed  a  sound  and  tranquil 
repose. 
The  trees  which  I  had  ehogen  for  my  new  edifice 
arranged  in  a  very  favourahlo  manner :  they 
ised  a  four-sided  space,  whose  longer  side  was 
towards  the  sea.  At  ahout  ten  feet  from  the  grouad 
I  out  deep  mortiaea  in  their  trunks,  and  again  at  ten 
feet  higher,  to  form  a  second  atory;  I  then  inserted  tranaverse 
beams  in  these  mortises,  forming  a  framework  which,  if  somewhat 
inelegant,  was  at  all  events  solid  ;  and  over  the  whole  I  stretched 
a  rustic  roof  made  of  bark.  We  stripped  the  bark  from  the  neigh- 
bouring trees,  and  after  having  dried  it  in  the  aun — placing  heavy 
fltonea  upon  it  to  prevent  it  from  curling  up — we  faatened  the  pieces 
together  with  the  spines  of  the  acacia,  aa  we  could  not  afford  to 
draw  upon  our  small  stock  of  iron  nails ;  the  roof  thns  constructed 
was  not  at  all  unlike  in  appearance  the  coats  of  armour  worn  by 
the  Roman  warriors.     In  the  course  of  our  labour  we  made  several 


2,,8  TWO  VALUABLE  DISCOVERIES. 

new  discoveries;  the  fi«t  was  that  of  the  terebinU.  «d  gn««- 
i.iMtic  tree,  and  of  that  strong  thorny  speciw  of  .«a*  wHo- 
spiues  aro  excellent  aubetitutes  for  nails. 


■a  Tbi»  (Piiforia  TtrrbinUml. 

goats  revealed  to  us  among  the  vanoufl  kinds 
colleuted,  tliat  of  th«  cinnamou;  an  acqui^tioA 
of  no  great  importance,  while,  on  the 
,  contrary,    the    terebinth    and   gum- 

uiBiitic  were  two  valuable  discoveries. 
I  hoped  to  make  tlioni  useful  instead 
of  pitch,  our  small  stock  of  the  latter 
being  completely  exhausted.  Of  the 
origin,  nature,  and  properties  of  M 
them  Bubstancett,  I  had  to  furnish 
lengthy  explanations.  1  replied  «B 
beat  1  could  to  the  qucationR  of 
my  little  boys,  and  praised  them 
as    they    deserved    for    the    anxiety 
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they  always  manifested    to   exteud   llie   circle   of    tlicir  know- 
ledge. 

The  completion  of  our  new  farmstead  occupied  us  for  several 
days.  We  dressed  the  sides  with  pliant  branches  woven  together 
by  strong  Jianas  and  parasitical  creepers. 
This  inclosure  did  not  reach  to  more  than 
six  feet  from  the  groundj  the  remaining 
space  up  to  the  roof  was  filled  with  a  kind 
of  open  trellis-work  which  let  both  eir 
and  light  into  the  interior.  The  en- 
trance was  constructed  on  the  sea-ward 
side.  As  for  the  arrangements  of  the 
interior,  they  simply  consisted  of  a  series 
of  compartments  adapted  to  the  number 
of  the  incoming  tenants. 

We  also  contrived  a  small  covered  habi- 
tation, to  accommodate  us  on  the  visits  we 
■hould  need  to  pay  to  our  colonists.  It  was  our  intention  to 
plaster  the  lower  walls  of  the  hut  with  clay  and  cement;  but  we 
pnt  o&  this  part  of  our  task  to  another  time,  as  it  was  sufficient, 
temporarily,  that  our  cattle  were  conveniently  sheltered.  The  first 
and  most  important  thing  was,  that  they  should  grow  accustomed 
to  retire  there  every  evening  on  quitting  their  pasturage,  and  for 
tliis  purpose  we  took  care  to  leave  in  their  cribs  a  tolerable  supply 
of  the  food  they  liked  best,  with  which,  to  render  it  still  more 
tempting,  we  mixed  a  quantity  of  salt.  This  bait  we  resolved 
to  repeat  several  times. 

We  all  laboured  with  the  utmost  ardour;  but,  owing  to  our  want 
of  skill  and  experience,  the  work  progressed  slowly,  anri  before  it 
was  finished  we  used  up  all  the  provisions  we  had  brought  with  us. 
I  was  unwilUng  to  return  to  Falcon's- Nest  until  the  new  establish- 
ment  was  completed;  so  I  determined  to  send  Frederick  and  Rndly 
for  fresh  supplies  of  food,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  provide  with 
fodder  the  cattle  we  had  left  behind  us.  My  two  courageous  mes- 
•engers  immediately  started,  each  mounted  on  his  favourite  steed, 
and  taking  with  them  the  lazy  ses,  whom  Frederick  guided  with  a 
bridle,  white  Rudly  with  a  whip  occasionally  caressed  his  ears. 
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During  tbeir  absence  Eroeat  and  I  undertook  a  short  ezcornon 
to  xeu  if  wo  could  find  any  itabn-trcca  or  a  few  p&tches  of  potatoes. 
We  ascended  for  some  distance  tlie  course  of  the  brook,  aaA 
found  that  it  issued  from  a  great  swamp,  in  whose  centre  lay  > 
lake,  the  ftbodo  of  birds  of  all  kinds  and  sizes.  On  the  bordarg  of 
the  marsh  grew  a  tall  tufted  grass  with  long  spiky  blades,  which, 
on  approaching,  I  discovered  to  be  a  small  kind  of  rice;  BmoU,  it  b 
tnio,  but  apparently  of  excellent  quality.  Am 
I  for  the  lake,  it  reminded  us  of  our  Swiss  fatlier- 
I  land.  I  seemed  to  have  seen  from  infancy  its 
I  tranquil  surface,  itu  deep  clear  waters;  sad  I 
I  cannot  describe  my  emotions  of  happiness  s>  I 
f  i-cstcd  upon  its  shores.  It  was  Switzerland.  It 
I  recalled  to  ne  our  dear  native  homo ;  but  the 
illusion  soon  ranished:  the  shores,  with  their 
trees  anil  prolific  vt^tation,  forcibly  impressed 
upon  us  the  gloomy  fact  that  we  were  no  longer 
in  Europe,  and  that  between  as  and  our  country 
stretched  the  impassable  ocean. 

Ernest  shot  several  birds  wiCb  a  skill  and  good 

fortune  that  surprised  me.     Meanwhile,  Master 

Knips  bad  made  a  rather  interesting  discovery;  the  epicure  had 


smelt  afar  off  the  delicious  nd  u      f   ho  f  eah  a 
were  not  paying  him  any  at    n      n   had    o 
back,  and  hastened  to   repa  e  h  n  up  n 

We  profited  by  his  example  wh  n  w  a.  rU 
absence.  Ernest  did  not  g  h  b  hi 
Knips'  wallet  was  filled  with  wh   h  h 


ap 


and  when  n 

I  from  Juno's 

ectable  fruit. 

bo  cause  of  his 
mother,   and 

ommisaioaed  to 


carry  to  the  farm.  By  way  of  precaution,  we  covered  it  with 
leaves  and  dry  branches,  lest  the  gluttony  ol  our  meaaenger  should 
tempt  him  to  lighten  his  burden  on  the  road. 

At  an  easy  pace  we  proceeded  along  the  shores  of  the  lake  the 
kiidscape  changing  its  aspect  at  every  step.  The  district  was  more 
smiling  and  fertile  than  any  we  had  hitherto  explored.  It  swarmed 
with  all  kinds  of  birds;  but  what  surprised  ua  most  was  the 
spectacle  of  two  block  swans  majestically  floating  on  the  water- 
their  gleaming  feathers  were  jet  black,  all  except  the  snowy  tiM 
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of  the  bmad  expanded  wings.  In  alt  other  respects  they  exactly 
resembled  their  European  congcnorB^  they  had  the  same  stately 
port,  the  same  slow  and  graceful  moTements.  Ernest  would 
willingly  have  given  me,  at  their  expense,  a  new  proof  of  his  skill ; 
but  I  forbade  him,  fur  I  should  alwAys  have  reproached  myself  if 


B 

_^^^   T^V-^- 

hid 

,r— ^SJ- 

^ 

m 

Wit 

I 

1 

'Jjl^^^^m 

air  '^ 

1® 

1 

1 

m 

tpft 

a^ 

7^ 

WLf'^ 

9 

i 

bI 

1 

h'  '■■;^" ' 

w 

w 

Bb 

1 

!-~^vcS- " 

H 

^-■■.y^^ 

'L.^H 

^ 

m 

I  bad  CBUBoIcssly  disturbed  the  Hcrene  tranquillity  which  prevailed 
among  all  thene  inoffensive  creatures. 

But  Juno,  who,  probably,  did  not  experience  the  same  feelings 
of  admiration  for  the  beauties  of  nature,  suddenly  darting  away 
from  us,  pounced  upon  an  animal  which  was  quietly  swimming  on 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  brought  it  to  our  feet,  Most  singular 
was  the  creature's  appearance ;  it  resembled  an  otter  in  form,  hut  was 
weh-footed,  like  the  aquatic  birds ;  it  had  a  long  bushy  tail,  which  it 
carried,  like  the  squirrel,  erect  in  the  air.  Its  head  was  very 
email,  its  eyes  and  ears  were  almost  invisible,  and  a  long  flat  bill, 
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like  that  of  the  duck,  completed  its  (antastic  appearance.  All  our 
knowledge  of  natural  history  was  Tainly  tested  to  find  a  name  for 
this  strange  animal.  Not  even  Ernest  could  recollect  it.  I  fruit- 
lessly recalled  all  my  memories  of  Bofifon,  and  almost  convinced 
that  it  had  never  before  been  discovered  by  man,  we  boldly  chris- 
tened it  the  SchnaheUheir^  or  "  the  beast  with  a  bill."*  I  recom- 
mended Ernest  to  take  care  of  it,  for  I  wished  to  stuff  it  and 
preserve  it  as  a  rarity. 

"  It  shall  be/'  said  he,  "  the  first  curiosity  of  our  museum." 

"  Exactly  so,"  I  replied;  "  and  when  that  establishment  shall 
be  definitively  constituted,  I  will  name  you  its  conservator." 

I  now  remembered  that  our  absence  had  been  of  some  duration, 
and  as  I  was  anxious  to  spare  my  wife  any  unnecessary  anxiety, 
we  returned  towards  the  farm,  choosing  the  most  direct  route. 

We  found  the  good  mother,  whom  a  trifle  alarmed,  already  be- 
ginning to  grow  disturbed.  Our  two  messengers  returned  nearly 
at  the  same  time  from  Falcon's-Nest,  and  we  sat  down  to  our 
evening  meal  an  united  and  happy  family.  All  related  their  deeds 
of  prowess.  Ernest  favoured  us  with  a  lecture  on  his  and  my  dis- 
coveries, and  invested  his  descriptions  with  such  an  attractive 
colouring  that  I  was  obliged  to  promise  Frederick  I  would  take 
him  on  the  next  occasion.  I  learned  with  pleasure  that  all  was  well 
at  Falcon's-Nest,  and  that  my  boys  had  had  the  good  sense  to 
leave  the  cattle  a  ten  days*  supply  of  provisions.  This  forethought 
on  their  part  would  enable  us  to  prolong  our  absence,  and  to  finish 
off  the  new  settlement  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

We  remained  there  four  days  longer,  and  in  that  time  completed 
the  enclosures;  while  my  wife  and  sons,  in  the  portion  reserved  for 
our  own  use,  arranged  some  cotton  couches  for  our  accommodation 
on  our  occasional  visits. 

At  length  the  moment  of  departure  arrived.  I  gave  the  signal. 
The  cart  was  loaded  with  our  baggage,  and  we  commenced  our 
march.  Our  cattle  would  fain  have  followed  us;  and  to  prevent 
them  Frederick  was  compelled  to  protect  our  rear,  mounted  on  his 
onagra,  sallying  against  them  ever  and  anon,  and  driving  them 
back  towards  the  farm  until  they  lost  sight  of  us. 

*  The  bird  intended  Ib  the  Dnck-biUed  Plfttypaa. 
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We  had  not  as  yet  decided  to  retuiii  to  Falcon's- Nest,  and 
therefore  took  h  different  road,  leading  in  the  direction  of  the 
HonkeTs'  GrOTe,  which  we  had  descried  from  afar.  The  mis- 
chieTOus  animals  received  us  with  a  volley  of  pine-apples;  but  two 
or  three  discharges  of  small  shot  delivered  us  from  their  annoy- 
ance. Fritz  picked  up  one  of  the  fruits  they  had  hurled  at  us,  and 
I  recognized  it  to  be  the  stone  pine,  whose  kernel  is  not  only  good 
eating  hut  yields  an  excellent  oil.  We  collected  a  nipply,  and 
continned  our  onward  march. 

At  a  short  distance  fiom  Cape  Disappointment  we  halted,  and 
debberated  whether  we  shouki  cron  the  ridge  that  rose  to  the 
right  of  the  cape  The  ooimcil  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and, 
consequently,  we  directed  our  course  towards  it. 

We  were  well  repaid  when  we   reached  the  summit  for  the 


fatigue  we  had  suffered  in  the  ascent.  The  view  extended  over  a 
rich  and  glowing  country,  everywhere  meadows,  and  brooks,  and 
groves,  and  flowering  plants,  and  birds  warbling  in  the  leafy 
shades.      In  a  transport  of  ailiniration  I  exclaimed, — 

"  Oh,  my  children,  this  is  Arcadia  I  " 

We  pitched  anew  our  travelling  tent.  We  felt  unwilling  to  quit 
this  enchauting  scene  before  we  had  built  there  another  residence, 
for  we  resolved  that  our  Arcadia  should  be  the  goal  of  frequent 
excttrsions.  We  had  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cnnstmction 
of  the  farm,  and  this  time  we  raised  our  hut  with  far  less  toil  and 
much  more  quickly.    We  prided  ourselves  on  leaving  at  various 


284  CONOTRUCTINQ  THE  CANOE. 

points  in  the  island  the  memorials  of  our  passage;  they  were  so 
many  conquests  achieved  by  man  over  nature,  by  dvilixation  over 
the  desert. 

The  nev7  establishment  was  named  Prospect  Hill.  I  would 
simply  have  called  it,  in  good  German,  Schattenbourg^' ot^  "  The 
leafy  town ; "  but  the  English  appellation  suggested  by  Ernest 
found  more  favour,  and  was  unanimously  adopted. 

However,  the  object  I  had  proposed  to  myself  on  uudertaking 
this  expedition  was  to  find  a  suitable  tree  for  making  a  canoe,  or 
periagua,  to  replace  our  boat  of  tubs;  this  object  was  not  yet  at- 
tained, and  had  been  almost  forgotten  in  the  various  labours  im- 
posed upon  us  by  our  farm-building.  We  now  remembered  it,  and 
after  a  careful  inspection  of  all  the  trees  in  the  neighbourhood,  I 
halted  before  a  kind  of  oak,  whose  bark  was  much  smoother  than 
that  of  the  European  oaks,  and  not  at  all  unlike  that  of  the  cork- 
tree. 

The  trunk  was  fully  five  feet  in  diameter,  and  appeared  to  me 
admirably  adapted  for  my  intended  purpose.  I  traced  a  circle  at 
the  foot,  and  cut  the  bark  completely  through ;  Fritz,  by  means  of 
the  rope-ladder  we  had  brought  with  us,  ascended  to  the  lowest 
branches  of  the  tree,  and  just  beneath  them,  at  eighteen  feet  from 
the  ground,  he  cut  a  similar  circle.  This  incision  completed,  we 
made  another  descending  longitudinally,  and  in  this  direction  cut 
off  a  large  strip  of  bark;  we  were  then  able  to  introduce  our 
wedges,  and  gradually  detach  the  entire  covering.  We  brought 
to  the  task  our  utmost  skill  and  energy.  The  first  part  came  away 
easily,  but,  as  the  work  advanced,  it  became  more  difficult.  After 
severe  toil  we  accomplished  it,  however,  and  while  the  trunk  stood 
bare  and  naked  before  us,  its  spoil  fell  gently  on  the  ground. 

I  immediately  applied  myself  to  the  task  of  dressing  this  cylinder 
of  bark  while  the  sap  rendered  it  moist  and  flexible.  My  sons 
imagined  that  nothing  more  need  be  done  than  nail  a  plank  to 
either  extremity,  but  this  would  have  given  us  only  an  ungainly 
tube,  without  lightness  or  elegance.  It  was  my  intention  that 
the  boat  I  was  building  should  not  figure  badly  by  the  side  of 
our  beautiful  pinnace,  and  this  idea,  much  more  than  any  con- 
siderations of  fitness  and  convenience  which  I  could  put  before 
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tliflm.  made  mj  sons  willing  to  wait  iintil  I  hnil  finished  ray  tsHlc 
in  a  workmanlike  manner. 


I  began  by  cutting  off  from  each  end  of  the  roll  of  bark  a  tiiangulnr 
piece  of  from  four  to  five  feet :  then,  folding  one  over  the  other  the 
eloping  parte,  I  united  them  with  pegs,  and  thus  made  a  Rharp 
prow  and  stern  for  ray  canoc.  This  operation  had  strotehed  the 
ridee  too  far  apart  in  the  centre ;  as  a  remedy  we  passed  strong 
ropes  around  it,  which  held  them  together,  and  gave  the  boat  the 
necenary  depth.  Afterwards  I  exposed  the  frail  fabric  in  the  sun, 
taking  care  that  it  preserved,  while  drying,  the  direction  and  form 
I  had  given  to  it. 

To  put  the  finishing  tonches  to  ray  work,  I  was  in  want  of 
several  important  tools.  Rudly  and  Frederick  wero  again  de- 
spntehed  to  Tent- Town,  with  orders  to  bring  back  the  sledge,  which 
would  be  required  to  transport  our  canoe.     I  was  lucky  enongh  to 
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find  in  tlie  neighbourhood  a  kind  of  cnrved  wood  of  a  very  hard 
quality,  whose  natural  curvature  was  admirably  fitted  for  support- 
ing the  sides  of  the  boat.  I  likewise  chanced  upon  a  resinous  tree, 
from  which  flowed  a  sort  of  pitch  that  was  easily  managed,  and 
hardened  quickly  in  the  sun.  Fritz  and  my  wife  collected  enough 
to  caulk  the  boat.  It  was  nearly  night  when  my  two  me^engers 
returned  from  Tent-Town.  A  merry  meal  reunited  us  round  a 
crackling  fire,  which  mitigated  the  cool  freshness  of  the  night ;  and 
at  daybreak  on  the  morrow  we  resumed  our  labours. 

The  boat,  the  pitch,  the  pieces  of  wood,  were  placed  on  the 
sledge,  and  the  patient  ass  started  off  before  us  at  a  steady  pace. 
We  also  loaded  it  with  a  number  of  young  plants  for  our  Tent- 
Town  gardens,  which  found  convenient  stowage  in  the  boat.  On 
our  way  we  halted  at  the  narrow  pass  between  the  river  and  the 
rocks,  where  we  left  another  memorial  of  our  toil,  in  an  enclosure 
intended  for  defensive  purposes  and  for  a  colony  of  the  pigs,  whom 
we  were  anxious  to  settle  in  some  secure  corner  out  of  reach  of  our 
plantation.  Dwarf  palms  with  long  prickles,  and  Indian  figs  with 
strong  thorny  leaves,  formed  the  exterior  line  of  defence.  Within 
we  dug  a  deep  trench.  These  works  occupied  us  four  days.  In  a 
clump  of  bamboos  we  found  a  very  tall  strong  stem,  well-fitted  for 
the  mast  of  our  canoe,  and  then  we  started  for  Tent-Town,  where 
I  intended  to  complete  it.  To  our  last  construction  we  gave  the 
name  of  The  Hermitaye ;  and  by  way  of  justifying  the  name,  erected 
a  small  cabin  of  bark  for  our  accommodation  opposite  the  cascade. 

We  halted  only  two  hours  at  Falcon's-Nest,  to  dine  and  attend 
to  the  wants  of  our  poultry,  and  then  resumed  our  route  to  Tent- 
Town. 

After  a  brief  interval  of  repose  we  again  set  to  work  upon  our 
canoe,  and  we  laboured  with  so  much  zeal  and  energy  that  it  was 
soon  completed  and  ready  for  launching.  It  was  not  only  a  strong 
but  a  graceful  and  shapely  skiff;  we  had  strengthened  it  by  a 
double  lining  of  planks  resting  on  a  solid  keel,  and  supplied  it  with 
leather  rings  to  receive  the  oars  and  the  rigging  of  the  mast. 
Benches  for  the  rowers  were  nailed  across,  and  in  the  centre 
rose  majestically  our  mast  of  bamboo,  with  its  triangular  sail.  The 
rudder  at  the  stem  was  manoeuvred  by  a  handle ;  instead  of  ballast. 
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I  laid  down  in  the  bottom  a  flooring  of  smooth  stones,  which  I 
covered  with  planks  so  solid  and  so  neatly  jointed  that  no  water 
could  get  through.  But  what  did  most  credit  to  my  inventive 
genius  was  the  idea  of  suspending  along  the  gunwales  several 
bladders  of  dogfish  skin  inflated  with  air,  which  insured  our  boat 
against  any  event.  Pitch,  gum,  tow,  nothing  was  spared.  Our 
fleet  was  thenceforth  complete :  we  might  at  our  pleasure  beat  out 
into  the  open  sea,  and  adventure  distant  voyages  in  the  pinnace,  or 
in  our  canoe  hover  about  the  coast  for  fishing  or  exploring  purposes. 

I.  have  forgotten  to  mention  that  soon  after  the  rains  were  over 
our  cow  had  given  us  a  pretty  live  calf.  I  pierced  its  nostrils,  just 
as  I  had  served  the  buffalo,  to  train  it  more  easily,  and  gradually 
accustomed  it  to  bit  and  saddle. 

"  What  shall  we  do  with  our  bull  ?  "  said  Frederick  to  me  one 
day ;  "  my  opinion  is  that  we  might  make  use  of  him,  as  the  Hot- 
tentots do,  for  fighting." 

At  the  word  "fighting"  my  wife  started  up  alarmed,  remembering 
what  she  had  read  of  the  Spanish  bull-fights. 

"  For  shame ! "  she  cried ;  "  would  you  train  that  poor  bull  for 
the  ferocious  and  bloody  games  which  amuse  an  idle  and  semi- 
barbarous  population  ?  " 

"  Do  not  be  uneasy,  my  dear,"  I  replied ;  "  we  are  not  thinking 
of  picadores,  or  matadores,  or  those  sanguinary  sports  which  are 
celebrated  at  Madrid  and  Toledo.  The  fighting  bull  of  the  Hot- 
tentots, to  which  Frederick  refers,  is  an  useful  animal,  a  safeguard 
against  danger ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  we  can  render  our  calf 
more  useful  in  any  other  manner. 

"  The  Hottentots,"  I  continued,  "  inhabit  a  region  which  has 
ever  been  infested  by  troops  of  wild  animals.  Divided  into  tribes, 
they  are  almost  entirely  supported  by  their  herds,  which  live  in 
the  open  air,  and  are  constantly  exposed  to  the  voracity  of  hyaenas, 
lions,  panthers,  and  the  like.  As  a  protection  against  this  peril 
they  train  the  fighting  bulls.  For  no  sooner  does  the  bull  bred 
in  this  manner  perceive  by  its  instinct  the  approach  of  danger, 
than  he  warns  the  cows,  and  they  gather  together  in  a  compact 
mass.  Then  he  ranges  them  in  a  circle,  with  the  calves  in  the 
centre,  and  the  whole  herd  presents  to  the  assailant  a  ring  of  horns, 


288  A  PET  FOB  FUITZ. 

while  the  fighting  bull  stands  alone  before  them.  If  well-trained, 
he  darts  at  tlie  enemy,  and  with  his  long  horns  tears  open  his 
sides ;  but  should  that  enemy  be  .as  formidable  as  the  lion,  who 
never  retreats,  the  bull  will  deTote  himself,  and  bravely  jdeld  up 
his  life  to  give  the  herd  time  to  effect  their  escape." 

Tliis  explanation  reconciled  my  wife  to  the  use  I  intended  to 
make  of  our  young  bull,  and  we  all  agreed  to  educate  him  as  a 
combatant  who  should  not  only  protect  our  domestic  animals,  but 
even  render  ourselves  assistance  in  the  hour  of  need. 

We  had  some  difficulty  in  deciding  to  whom  the  work  of  educa- 
tion should  be  confided.  Each  of  us  had  his  pet  animal,  whose 
wants  he  carefully  provided  for.  Little  Fritz  alone  was  without 
any  such  occupation,  for  the  two  dogs  we  had  given  him  had  grown 
nmch  more  (quickly  than  himself,  and  there  remained  for  him 
nothing  more  to  do.  However,  I  considered  it  useful  to  supply 
llie  little  follow  witli  some  motive  for  activity,  to  prevent  him  from 
yielding  U)  an  imlulcnt  disposition. 

*'  What  say  you,  little  Fritz  ?  "  I  suddenly  exclaimed ;  "  would 
you  like  to  be  appointed  instructor  to  our  bull  ?  " 

Fritz's  blue  eyes  sparkled  with  exuberant  delight. 

"  I  accept  the  trust,  papa !  Have  you  not  told  me  of  a  won- 
derfully strong  man — his  name,  I  think,  was  Milo — who  began  by 
carrying  a  little  calf  on  his  shoulder,  and  after  awhile  grew  so 
robust  by  the  repeated  exercise,  that  when  the  calf  became  a  bull 
he  could  still  carry  it?  Besides,  if  I  am  little,  I  shall  know,  at 
all  events,  how  to  make  my  pupil  obey  me.  I  will  take  such  care 
of  him,  and  treat  him  with  so  much  kindness,  that  he  cannot  fail 
to  love  me.  He  will  come  at  my  call,  like  Ernest's  onager.  I 
will  make  him  my  horse,  and  gallop  up  and  down  upon  him,  like 
Rudly  on  his  big  buffalo." 

It  was  therefore  agreed  that  the  young  bull  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  charge  of  Fritz.  We  asked  him  w^hat  name  he  would 
wish  to  give  to  his  new  pupil ;  he  chose  that  of  Broitm,  in  allusion 
to  the  animal's  noisy  bellowings.  Rudly  profited  by  this  incident 
to  obtain  an  official  sanction  to  the  name  of  Storm,  which  he  had 
bestowed  on  his  own  buffalo. 

"  This  will  do  splendidly !  "  said  he,  laughing ;  "  when  I  arrive 
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at  full  gallop,  you  will  exclaim, '  Here  comee  Rudly  bestriding  the 
Stonn  I ' " 

"  Just,"  Baid  Emeet,  smiling,  "  as  in  the  poems  of  Ossian,  we 
T«ad  of  the  gigantic  Bhadows  of  the  heroes  descending  in  the 
chariots  of  the  clouds." 

Fritz  immediatelj  commenued  the  education  of  his  new  pupil. 
He  WAS  BO  fond  of  him,  and  lavished  upon  him  so  much  attention 
and  so  many  careesea,  that  the  grateful  animal  grew  faithfully 
attached  to  him,  and  followed  him  everywhere. 

It  want«d  still  a  couple  of  months  to  the  winter  rains,  and  we 
took  advantage  of  the  interval  to  increase  the  commodionsness  and 
add  to  the  comforts  of  our  cavern  of  salt.  With  the  planks  saved 
from  the  ship  we  built  the  partitions  that  separated  the  different 
compartments.  We  also  made  some  long  and  large  screens  of  reed, 
which  we  covered  on  both  sides  with  plaster.  We  manipulated 
this  substance  with  a  skill  that  astonished  ourselves,  and  by  means 
of  small  trowels  of  wood  we  spread  it  almost  as  well  as  experienced 
plasterers  could  have  done.  We  found  it  particularly  usefiil  in  the 
partitions  raised  between  ourselves  and  our  cattle,  since  it  inter- 
cepted the  disagreeable  exhalations  of  tho  stable  much  more 
eEfectoally  than  timber. 

Every  day  the  internal  aspect  of  our  grotto  became  more  com- 
fortable. With  a  mixture  of  isinglass,  goat's  hair,  and  a  few 
handfuls  of  sheep's  wool,  I  contrived  a  kind  of  thick  felt,  which 
answered  very  well  as  a  carpet,  to  protect  us  from  the  damp  during 
the  approaching  rains.  This  time  the  advent  of  winter  did  not 
alarm  us;  we  awaited  it  with  composure-,  and,  indeed,  my  boys, 
with  the  usual  impatience  of  youth,  were  sometimes  ready  to 
complain  it  came  too  slowly,  since  it  delayed  us  from  taking 
definitive  possession  of  our  resplendent  palace. 
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One  morning,  having  awoke  before  any  of  my  family,  I  b^^ 
to  compute  the  time  which  had  elapsed  since  our  shipwreck  on  the 
island.  I  calculated  the  date  with  the  nicest  exactness,  and  found 
that  the  anniversary  of  that  great  event  had  at  length  come  loand. 
It  would  be  a  year  on  the  following  day  since  the  mercy  of  God 
had  rescued  us  from  a  terrible  death.  A  new  sentiment  of  over- 
powering thankfulness  absorbed  my  soul,  and  I  determined  to 
celebrate  that  happy  anniversary  with  all  the  ceremony  our  situa- 
tion permitted. 

As  I  had  not  decided  on  the  arrangements  of  my  intended 
solemnity,  I  said  nothing  about  it  to  my  family.  Breakfast  passed 
as  usual ;  the  day  was  devoted  to  divers  labours  in  the  interior, 
with  the  view  of  securing  order  and  cleanliness  aroimd  us ;  and  it 
was  not  until  the  evening,  after  supper,  which  I  made  half  an  hour 
earlier,  that  I  announced  in  the  most  majestic  tone  the  morrow's 
fete. 

"  Prepare  yourselves,"  said  I,  "  to  celebrate  the  anniversary 
in  a  worthy  manner.  It  is  that  of  our  salvation,  our  rescue  from 
the  jaws  of  death;  let  each  one  of  you  make  ready  to  keep  so 
memorable  a  day  with  due  respect." 

My  sons  were  overcome  with  surprise  and  joy  at  my  annotmce- 
ment.  Nor  was  their  mother  less  astonished  to  find  that  we  had 
already  been  a  twelvemonth  on  the  island. 

"  It  is  the  gift  of  labour,"  I  replied,  "  to  shorten  time ;  the  days 
have  leaden  wings  for  the  idle  man,  but  for  him  who  works  they 
pass  by  on  eagles'  pinions." 

A  short  discussion  arose  in  reference  to  the  expression  I  had  em- 
ployed, "the  anniversary  of  our  salvation;"  but  all  criticism  and 
metaphysical  objection  gave  way  to  the  intense  desire  of  ascertain- 
ing in  what  manner  I  had  calculated  the  time. 

"  The  thing  is  very  simple,"  said  I  to  my  sons.  "  When  the 
shipwreck  occurred  it  was  just  the  end  of  January.  Our  calendar 
had  still  eleven  months  to  run;  I  have  followed  it  up  carefully  to 
the  end,  and  find  there  are  four  weeks  wanting.  If  my  recollec- 
tions do  not  mislead  me,  it  will  be  exactly  one  year  to-morrow 
since  we  landed  on  this  isle.  But  my  memory,  while  serving  me 
sufficiently  well  for  a  period  beyond  four  weeks,  will  not  as  readily 
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embrace  a  mucli  longer  time.  My  calendar  will  soon  fail  me 
altogether ;  and  since  it  appears,"  I  added,  with  a  smile,  *'  that 
my  Zurich  bookseller  obstinately  refuses  to  execute  my  orders  this 
year,  let  us  try  to  dispense  with  his  assistance,  and  make  for  our- 
selves the  almanac  we  stand  in  need  of." 

*'  Well,"  said  Ernest,  "  let  us  make  an  almanac,  d  la  Robinson 
Crusoe,  with  a  piece  of  wood,  and  a  notch  for  every  day." 

"  Exactly  so  ;  but  that  is  not  all  you  want.  Your  notches  will 
be  worth  nothing  if  you  do  not  know  how  many  days  make  a 
month,  and  in  what  order  the  seasons  succeed  one  another." 

Our  young  professor,  in  the  monitorial  tone  familiar  to  him,  im- 
mediately gave  us  a  lesson  on  the  division  of  time. 

"  Some  of  the  months,"  said  he,  "  have  thirty,  and  some  thirty- 
one  days,  except  February,  which  has  only  twenty-eight  or  twenty- 
nine.  There  are  365  days  in  the  year,  24  hours  in  the  day,  and 
60  minutes  in  the  hour.  Tlie  minutes  are  also  divided  into  60 
seconds  each.     Everybody  knows  that." 

"  Very  good,"  I  replied ;  "  and  that  does  well  enough  for  com- 
mon usage.  But  do  you  yourself  really  believe  that  the  year  con- 
sists of  exactly  365  days  ?" 

"  No,"  he  answered  ;  "  astronomers  tell  us  that  its  actual  length 
is  365  days,  5  hours,  48  minutes,  45  seconds." 

"  Well,  then,  what  do  you  do  with  this  surplus  of  hours,  minutes, 
and  seconds?" 

"  I  put  it  aside,  and  every  four  years  it  gives  me  one  day  more, 
which  I  add  to  the  fourth  year,  and  distinguish  that  year  as 
Bissextile,  or  Leap- Year." 

^*  Admirable  I  But  it  seems  to  me  that,  notwithstanding  all 
your  science,  we  shall  still  have  some  difficulty  in  putting  ourselves 
right  here.  How  shall  we  know  which  are  the  Bissextile  or  Loap- 
Years  ?  And  who  will  tell  us  which  months  are  to  have  thirty,  and 
which  thirty-one  days  ?  Shall  we  not  run  the  risk,  on  our  wooden 
calendars,  of  strangely  confounding  the  time  and  the  seasons  1 " 

"  Not  at  all,  papa :  to  distinguish  the  months,  and  determine 
their  duration,  we  shall  have  a  living  almanac  that  does  not  leave 
us ;  and  it  will  suffice  to  place  our  calculations  on  a  correct  basis, 
if  we  know  the  point  from  which  we  set  out." 
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The  little  philoflopher,  who  always  shone  most  when  required  to 
put  his  knowledge  and  capacity  to  the  test,  stretched  towards  us 
hifl  closed  fist,  and  began  to  point  ont,  on  the  bones  and  cavities 
which  follow  the  origin  of  the  fingers,  the  order  in  which  the 
months  with  thirty  and  those  with  thirty-one  days  succeed  one 
another.  His  brothers  were  astonished  at  his  science.  I  compli- 
mented him  on  having  treasured  up  in  his  memory  a  thing  appa- 
rently childish,  which  nevertheless,  on  occasion,  might  prove  of 
great  utility. 

We  chattered  away  for  some  time  on  other  matters.  At  last  I 
gave  the  signal  of  retreat.  My  little  fellows  had  already  retired 
to  their  beds,  where  I  heard  them  questioning  one  another  on  the 
intended  festivities  of  the  morrow. 

That  longed-for  day  soon  dawned  upon  us,  and  with  the  first 
rays  of  morning  the  report  of  a  cannon  echoed  among  the  rocks. 
Words  cannot  describe  my  alarm ;  and  I  immediately  started  up 
to  know  if  either  of  my  sons  had  heard  the  threatening  sound.  I 
found  them,  to*  all  appearance,  tranquilly  sleeping  in  their  beds ; 
Rudly  was  snoring  loudly ;  however,  he  could  not  long  keep  up 
the  farce.  He  had  scarcely  caught  sight  of  me  when  he  exclaimed, 
"  Whew  !  what  a  terrible  noise  down  yonder  !  '*  I  understood  it 
all ;  but  instead  of  joining  in  their  laughter,  reproached  them  for 
this  fresh  instance  of  prodigality  in  a  thing  so  precious  to  us  as 
gunpowder.  They  begged  my  pardon  ;  and  as  I  was  unwilling 
that  any  cloud  should  rest  on  the  day  of  festivity  I  had  announced, 
it  was  gladly  given. 

All  arose  and  dressed.  Our  toilette  did  not  occupy  us  long,  but 
the  greatest  propriety  presided  over  it.  After  our  customary  devo- 
tions, we  proceeded  to  breakfast.  My  wife  excused  herself  for 
having  been  taken  unawares,  and  scolded  me  for  not  having 
thought  of  the  fete  in  time  enough  to  enable  her  to  make  becoming 
preparations.  I  jested  with  her  on  the  idea,  which  she  had  im- 
ported from  our  beloved  Switzerland,  that  a  dainty  repast  is  the 
indispensable  accessory  of  a  holiday ;  however,  we  did  all  honour 
to  the  meal  she  had  got  ready,  and  then  began  the  celebration  of 
the  anniversary. 

"  My  children,"  said  I,  "  it  is  twelve  months  since  we  first 
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landed  on  this  island ;  now  is  the  moment  when  we  may  fitly  cast 
a  retrospective  glance  over  the  past,  and  see  how  much  we  have 
accomplished." 

Thus  speaking,  I  drew  forth  my  journal,  which  I  had  carefully 
filled  up  every  day,  and  read  it  to  my  attentive  audience,  dwelling 
particularly  on  the  more  important  circumstances  of  our  sojourn. 

As  soon  as  I  had  finished,  I  invited  my  family  to  turn  their 
minds  towards  the  God  of  good,  and  thank  Him  anew  for  all  the 
mercies  and  hlessings  He  had  poured  out  upon  us. 

I  opened  the  hook  of  Psalms ;  the  sacred  parables  of  the  pro- 
phet-king assisted  us  to  elevate  our  souls,  and  strengthened  in  us 
those  sentiments  of  gratitude  with  which  wo  were  truly  and  ear- 
nestly penetrated.  It  was  an  interesting  spectacle  to  see  those 
four  children  kneeling  on  the  sea-shore,  and  with  pure  and  simple 
voices  pouring  out  their  thanksgivings  to  the  God  who  had  saved 
them. 

This  act  of  devotion  filled  them  with  a  grave  and  serious 
thoughtfulness,  which  pervaded  the  conversation  that  ensued,  and 
converted  it  into  a  semi-philosophical  discussion  far  above  the 
customary  range  of  such  young  children.  Frederick  and  Rudly 
revealed  the  native  goodness  of  their  dispositions,  but  Ernest  aston- 
ished me  by  the  subtlety  of  his  answers,  and  by  the  force  of  the 
objections  he  occasionally  put  forward.  I  was  the  first  to  change 
the  tone  of  the  conversation  ;  I  insensibly  led  it  from  its  grave  and 
severe  character ;  and  ended  by  announcing  to  my  sons  that  the 
day  would  be  incomplete  if  not  terminated  by  those  exercises 
which  usually  signalised  our  fetes. 

"  You  have  been  exercising  yourselves  for  a  year,"  said  I,  "in 
the  mimic  struggle,  the  race,  the  lasso,  and  horsemanship ;  it  is 
now  time  your  efforts  should  be  rewarded ;  you  shall  contend 
to-day  in  the  presence  of  your  mother  and  myself,  and  the  crown 
shall  be  given  to  the  conqueror.  Come,  champions ! "  I  exclaimed, 
in  my  most  emphatic  manner  ;  "  come,  the  barrier  is  thrown  open, 
the  lists  are  prepared;  and  you,  trumpets,  sound  the  hour  of 
battle  I "  I  cried,  and  turned  towards  the  ducks  and  geese  babbling 
in  the  little  bay. 

At  this  serio-comic  apostrophe,  the  entire  troup  of  chattering 
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birds,  terrified  perhaps  by  mj  gestures  and  loud  voice,  broke  into 
a  wild  uproarious  clamour,  which  seemed  to  my  young  people  bo 
admirably  opportune  that  they  gave  way  to  repeated  boTBts  of 
laughter. 

I  then  arranged  the  order  of  procedure.  First,  firing  with  gun 
and  pistol;  next,  the  lasso;  then  the  race;  and  lastly,  feats  of 
horsemanship  and  swimming.  I  quickly  prepared  all  that  was 
necessary  for  the  shooting  trials — ^namely,  a  mark  :  it  was  a  rudely 
fashioned  piece  of  wood,  which  we  called  "  the  kangaroo,"  because 
the  props  that  supported  it  might  be  taken  for  its  legs ;  the  part 
representing  the  creature's  head  we  decorated  with  a  couple  of 
strips  of  leather  for  ears.  Rudly  would  have  preferred  that  the 
mark  had  represented  a  savage,  and  this,  too,  Frederick  considered 
much  more  warlike ;  but  I  hastened  to  repress  such  awakenings  of 
military  glory,  by  impressing  upon  my  sons  what  I  had  already, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  pointed  out :  that  war  against  men  is 
a  scourge,  a  curse,  and  a  crime,  and  that  we  should  rest  content 
witli  the  campaigns  we  carry  on  against  animals,  as  much  for  our 
personal  safety  as  to  provide  ourselves  with  means  of  subsistence. 

Iludly  accomplished  wonders ;  whether  by  skill  or  good  luck,  he 
cut  off  one  of  the  oars  of  the  kangaroo ;  Frederick  hit  it  in  the 
head;  and  Ernest  in  the  middle  of  its  body.  All  three  shots  were 
worthy  of  praise. 

We  passed  on  to  another  trial.  This  consisted  in  firing  at  a 
small  leaden  ball,  wrapped  in  bark,  which  I  flung  up  into  the  air 
with  all  my  might.  Kmest  succeeded  best :  his  piece  of  bark  was 
perforated  vnth  shot.  Frederick  also  fired  with  great  skill,  but 
Rudly  did  not  touch  it.  The  same  exercises  were  repeated  with 
pistols,  but  shortening  the  distances,  and  I  had  again  occasion  to 
applaud  the  address  of  my  sons ;  they  had  made  very  rapid  pro- 
gress in  a  twelvemonth. 

Next  came  the  use  of  the  sling.  In  this  exercise,  which  demands 
as  much  strength  as  skill,  Frederick  carried  off  the  palm.  Then 
followed  archery,  in  which  all  distinguished  themselves,  even  little 
Fritz.  Afterwards  came  running  and  pedestrian  feats :  I  pre- 
scribed for  the  course  from  Family  Bridge  to  Falc^n's-Nost. 

"  Whoever  arrives  there  first,"  I  said  to  the  competitors,  "  shall 
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Teceive  as  the  reward  of  victory  my  knife,  which  I  have  left  on  the 
table,  between  the  roots  of  the  fig-tree." 

The  signal  for  starting  was  three  claps  of  the  hand. 

My  three  sons  set  out :  Rudly  and  Frederick  with  all  the  im- 
petuosity natural  to  them ;  Ernest,  on  the  contrary,  went  slowly 
at  first,  with  his  elbows  pressed  in  closely  to  his  side,  but  gradu- 
ally increased  his  speed.  I  augured  well  of  these  tactics,  and 
recognized  in  them  the  true  character  of  the  boy — prudent,  skilful, 
deliberative— -who  never  did  anything  without  due  reflection.  My 
runners  were  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  absent.  Rudly  returned 
first ;  but  he  was  mounted  on  his  buffalo,  with  the  ass  and  onager 
following  him. 

"What?"  I  exclaimed,  "is  this  the  way  in  which  you  run 
races  ?  It  was  your  limbs,  and  not  those  of  the  buffalo,  w^hich  1 
wanted  to  exercise." 

"  Bah  !"  he  cried,  as  he  leaped  from  his  steed,  "  I  was  regularly 
beaten  before  we  got  half-way  ;  so  I  thought  it  wisest  to  abandon 
the  struggle,  and  as  the  pedestrian  was  to  be  followed  by  an 
equestrian  feat,  I  profited  by  the  neighbourhood  of  Falcon's-Nest 
to  bring  hither  our  coursers." 

Frederick  followed  close  upon  him,  and  came  in  breathless,  and 
his  forehead  covered  with  sweat ;  but  he  had  not  the  knife,  which 
was  brought  to  me  by  Ernest. 

"  How  is  this  ?"  I  inquired  ;  "  you  are  the  conqueror,  and  yet 
Frederick  returns  before  you." 

"  The  explanation  is  simple,"  answered  Ernest ;  "in  going,  my 
brother,  who  had  darted  away  like  an  arrow,  could  not  maintain 
his  speed.  He  was  forced  to  pause  and  draw  breath,  while  I  con- 
tinued running,  and  was  the  first  to  reach  the  goal.  On  our  return, 
Frederick  had  learned  a  lesson ;  like  me,  he  kept  his  elbows  close 
up  to  his  body,  and  breathed  regularly  with  his  mouth  shut; 
thenceforth  the  victory  was  only  a  question  of  limbs  and  physical 
strength.  Frederick  is  sixteen  years  old,  and  I  am  only  thirteen  : 
that  is  why  he  returned  home  before  me." 

I  praised  them  both  for  the  good  sense  they  had  displayed,  and 
proclaimed  Ernest  the  victor. 

Meanwhile,    Master   Rudly,   mounted   on   his   buffalo,    loudly 
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demanded  tbat  tbe  horsemanship  should  b^n,  he  was  in  ndi 
haste  to  retrieve  the  check  his  repatation  had  incnned. 

'*  To  the  saddle !  *'  he  cried,  "  to  the  saddle  I  and  let  ns  lee 
who  of  ns  can  manage  his  steed  most  nkilfully ;  let  us  see  if  yon 
are  as  clever  in  keeping  your  seat  on  horseback  as  in  stretching 
vi^ur  long  lops." 

I  hastene*.!  to  comply  with  the  little  boaster's  desire ;  Frederidc 
mnuntcil  the  onagra,  an*l  Emes>t  to<  ik  the  aw ;  both  acoomplished 
prodigies  of  skill,  but  Rudly  undoubtedly  surpassed  them.  I  was 
actually  frightened  at  the  audacity  with  which  the  frail  little 
fellow  abandoned  himself  to  the  vigorous  animal  which  bore  him. 
To  urge  hiui  tV*rward,  to  wheel  or  stop  him  in  the  very  midst  oC 
his  furious  career,  svemed  but  play;  an  experienced  horseman 
could  not  have  manage>l  with  greater  ease  a  thoroughly  trained 
steetl.  And  froqnently.  in  the  ardour  of  his  passion^the  boy  arose, 
sj»rang  on  the  buitalo's  back,  and  stood  thereon  with  extended 
arms,  like  the  performers  in  the  equestrian  sports  of  the  arena ;  but 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  prohibit  this  useless  and  dangerous  dis- 
play of  prowess. 

Just  as  I  declare*]  the  exercises  over,  and  was  about  to  comfort 
poor  Rudly  by  announcing  his  triumph,  we  saw,  to  our  great 
astonishment,  little  Fritz  suddenly  break  into  our  midst,  mounted 
on  his  young  bull  Broum^  who  was  now  between  three  and  four 
months  oM.  My  wife  had  made  him  a  saddle  of  kangaroo-skin, 
with  a  couple  of  stirrups  adapted  to  his  little  legs ;  in  his  right 
hand  he  hold  a  bamboo  whip,  and  in  his  left  the  bridle — consisting 
of  a  couple  of  ropes  attacheti  to  an  iron  ring  which  I  had  passed 
through  the  animal's  nose  in  lieu  of  a  bit. 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  the  young  cavalier,  saluting  us  gracefully, 
"  I  was  unable  to  compete  with  you  so  long  as  you  handled  gun, 
pistol,  or  sling ;  but  will  you  now  permit  the  little  Milo  of  Crotona 
to  exhibit  before  you  his  equestrian  accomplishments  ?  " 

We  received  his  childish  oration  with  hearty  applause,  and 
Fritz  immediately  began  to  put  his  charger  through  his  paces, 
lie  did  this  with  a  coolness  and  courage  far  beyond  his  age,  but 
what  I  almost  equally  admired  was  the  animal's  docility.  My 
wife  then  acknowledged  that  during  our  various  expeditions  she 
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bad  assisted  her  "  little  Benjamin  "  in  training  the  animal  entrusted 
to  his  charge ;  so  that  it  was  not  without  a  sentiment  of  justifiable 
piide  she  witnessed  the  successful  display  of  her  fondly-loved  son. 
Fritz  was  unanimously  pronounced  a  capital  horseman. 

After  the  equestrian  feats,  some  little  time  was  devoted  to 
archery,  swimming,  and  climbing.  When  the  whole  programme 
of  exercises  had  been  carried  out,  I  announced  that  the  prizes  would 
be  distributed,  and  the  brows  of  the  victors  adoiiied  with  the 
crowns  won  by  their  skill  and  courage. 

In  all  haste  we  returned  to  the  grotto,  which  was  brilliantly  il- 
luminated with  all  our  torches :  on  a  species  of  platform  was  placed 
a  chair  embowered  in  foliage  and  blossoms,  and  therein  we  installed 
our  manageress  as  the  queen  of  the  revel.  I  then  summoned 
before  her  the  competitors.  She  gave  herself  up  to  this  innocent 
pleasantry  with  infinite  zest ;  holding  in  her  hands  the  palms  and 
crowns,  she  distributed  them  to  her  sons,  giving  each  a  tender 
kiss. 

Frederick,  as  the  victor  in  the  shooting  and  swimming  exercises, 
received  a  splendid  English  musket,  and  a  hunting-knife,  which  he 
had  long  been  desiring. 

Ernest,  as  the  prize  for  the  best  runner,  was  presented  with  a 
beautiful  gold  watch,  like  his  brother *s. 

Rudly,  the  most  accomplished  equestrian,  obtained  a  magnificent 
pair  of  steel  spurs,  and  a  whalebone  whip. 

Little  Fritz  also  received  a  pair  of  spurs,  and  a  box  of  colours, 
as  a  reward  for  the  patience  and  ability  he  had  displayed  in 
training  his  bull. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  over,  I  arose,  and  turning  to  my 
wifCj  presented  her  with  a  very  pretty  English  "  Ladies'  Com- 
panion," containing  all  those  little  articles — thimble,  needles, 
scissors,  bodkins — in  which  industrious  housewives  delight. 

"  Receive,"  said  I,  "  my  dearest  wife,  this  token  of  gratitude 
and  affection,  this  acknowledgment  of  your  patience  and  zeal 
during  the  twelvemonth  past,  and  of  your  daily  services  towards 
your  little  colony,  though  I  know  that  your  tender  devotedness 
to  me  and  your  children  finds  in  itself  its  sweetest  recompense." 

The  day  was  concluded  as  it  had  begun,  with  songs  and  joyous 


298  COLLECTING  THE  CAOUTCHOUa 

nianifcRtatioDs.  All  were  contented,  all  were  liappy,  for  all  tasted 
that  pure  and  unequalled  happiness  which  can  only  spring  from  a 
blameless  life,  an  industrious  and  energetic  spirit,  and  the  ealnmea 
of  a  soul  which  trusts  in  Grod. 

We  reminded  each  other  opportunely  of  the  share  each  had 
taken,  a  year  ago,  in  hunting  down  the  merles  and  ortolans,  whidi 
had  now,  at  a  similar  period,  settled  down,  like  a  dense  cloud,  on 
the  colossal  banyan  of  Falcon's-Nest.     We  resolved  to  quit  our 
rock -habitation,  where  we  had  now  been  for  some  time  almost 
definitively  settled,  to  renew,  if  possible,  the  productive  chasa 
which  had  formerly  provided  us  with  one  of  our  most  prized  and 
most  delicate  winter  stores.     My  gallant  little  fellows,  animated 
with   warlike   intentions,   made   ready  to  start.     Frederick  the 
marksman — Rutlly,  who  trod  closely  in  his  footsteps — ^rejoiced  in 
anticipation  at  the  capital  shots  they  should  secure ;  but  I  could 
not   altogether   share  in  their  enthusiasm.      I  recollected  with 
alarm  the  prodigious  quantity  of  powder  wasted  on  this  game  the 
year   before,   and   was   fully  determined   on  a  more   economical 
course.     I  remembered  reading  in  a  book  of  voyages  that   the 
Fellow  Islanders  caught  with  glue  far  larger  and  stronger  birds 
than   our   ortolans,   and    I   thought   it   possible   to   compose   of 
caoutchouc  and  oil  a  mixture  which  might  enable  us  to  save  our 
military  munitions. 

The  stock  of  caoutchouc  collected  on  our  last  excursion  was, 
however,  exhausted.  I  had  used  it  in  manufacturing  our  water- 
proof boots,  and  before  anything  could  be  imdertaken  we  must 
renew  the  supply.  Frederick  and  Rudly  were  despatched  to  the 
caoutchouc-tree  wood.  I  expected  they  would  find  a  sufficient 
quantity  all  ready  for  them  at  the  foot  of  the  trees,  for  we  had 
taken  care  to  make  large  incisions  in  the  bark,  and  to  place 
calabashes  beneath  them  to  receive  all  the  liquor  that  exuded  ;  and 
as  we  had  leanied  from  experience  how  quickly  the  sun  hardened 
the  resinous  juice,  we  had  disposed  around  the  incisions  a  number 
of  leafy  branches  to  protect  them  from  the  solar  rays. 

Our  two  mofisciigcTs  were  out  of  sight,  when  my  wife  suddenly 
exclaimed, — 

"  How  thoughtless  I  am  !    I  might  have  given  the  boys  a  gourd 
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in  which  to  bring  back  the  gum ;  the  shallow  vmsoIb  we  left  at  the 
trees  will  be  of  little  service  to  them.  Aud  I  ought  to  have  gone 
with  them,  to  see  if  my  gourds  were  ripe." 

I  reliered  my  wife's  anxiety  with  the  ossuranco  that  her  twns 
woe  clever  enough  to  contrive  some  substitute ;  then,  recalling  the 
expression  she  had  made  use  of,  "  my  gourdu,"  I  asked  her  what 
wu  the  meaning  of  it. 

She  then  informed  me  that  she  referred  to  a  superb  plantation  of 
pumpkins,  of  which  she  had  fouiid  some  seeds  among  our  Kuropcoti 
gntinii,  and  these  seeds  she  had  sown  in  the  kitchen  garden  near 
Jackal  River.  She  led  me  thither;  and  wo  found  among  many 
other  plants  a  considerable 
nomber  of  hottlc-shnpcd 
gourds,  such  as  the  peasants 
sometimes  cairy  to  the 
fields.  Many  were  ripe ; 
others  already  formed ; 
wreral  only  just  in  flower. 
We  selected  a  few  whose 
maturity  and  uhape  would 
render  them  useful  to  us, 
and  began  to  empty  them. 
Then,  l>y  n  dexterous  use 
of  knife  and  saw,  we  con- 
verted tliom  into  bottles,  plates,  and  dislies.  Hut  Ernest,  my 
companion  and  assistant,  liiul  little  taste  for  this  kind  of  work,  and 
could  not  help  showing  his  satisfaction  when  lie  heard  mc  declare 
that  our  supply  of  utensils  would  be  sufficient.  lie  flung  aside 
hifl  knife,  iind  seized  his  gun,  with  the  intention  of  pouring  a  dis- 
charge of  shot  among  tlic  jays  and  ortolans  of  the  fig-tree.  I 
checked  him,  lest  his  uiiBeasonable  srdour  might  drive  away  for  a 
considerable  time  the  peaceable  birds,  against  which  I  meditated  an 
equally  deadly,  biit  far  less  noisy  warfare. 

Meanwhile,  our  two  messengers  had  had  time  enough  to  collect 
the  caoutchouc  in  the  calabnsht*,  for  the  sun  wim  already  sinking, 
and  our  utcnsil-nijinufacture  had  occupied  us  during  a  great  part 
of  the  day.     Ernest  lookml  in  the  direction  his  brothers  had  taken, 
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and  soon  caught  sight  of  them  in  the  distance;  they  returned  at  a 
swift  gallop,  one  mounted  on  the  onagra,  the    other  on  the 

buffalo. 

"  Well,"  said  I,  *'  have  you  succeeded  in  your  miflsion  ?  " 

'*  Succeeded  I "  replied  Ernest,  in  a  singular  tone,  "  I  ihoald 
think  so,  papa  I  " 

They  leaped  to  the  ground,  and  showed  us  what  they  had 
brought.  First,  thoy  displayed  a  piece  of  anise,  which  Rudly  had 
stowed  away  in  his  buffalo's  pannier ;  a  root  wrapped  up  in  leaves, 
which  they  called  "  monkey's  root ; "  two  calabashes  filled  with 
caoutchouc,  another  half-full  of  terebinth,  a  bag  crammed  with  wax- 
berries,  and,  finally,  a  crane,  which  Frederick's  eagle  had  brought 
down  and  killed.  But  while  exhibiting  these  treasures,  their 
speeches  grew  so  incoherent  that  I  was  compelled  to  request  them 
to  make  their  narrative  a  little  more  connected. 

Rudly  related  how  he  gained  possession  of  the  anise  and  the 
terebinth.  Of  these  two  articles  the  former  was  certainly  super- 
fluous in  our  position,  but  the  latter  could  not  fail  to  prove  of 
great  utility.  Tlic  resin  would  answer  much  better  than  oil  in  the 
bird-lime  I  intended  to  spread  about  the  fig-tree.  As  I  was 
making  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  so-called  "  monkey's  root," 
Frederick  took  up  the  tale  : — 

"  Of  what,  if  any,  importance  this  root  may  be  to  us,  I  am  un- 
able to  say ;  but  this,  at  least,  I  may  affirm — that  its  taste  is  very 
agreeable,  and  that  the  manioc  approaches  it  neither  in  savotu*  nor 
fragrance.  We  found  it  at  a  short  distance  from  the  farm,  and 
owe  its  discovery  to  a  company  of  apes  who  were  regaling  them- 
selves upon  it.  You  would  have  laughed  to  have  seen  these 
hideous  and  mischievous  animals  tearing  it  out  of  the  ground, 
^riicy  employed  in  doing  so  a  method  which,  I  daresay,  is  not 
familiar  to  our  European  labourers,  and  which  would  be  ludicrous 
enough  if  they  practised  it  in  gathering  turnips  or  carrots ;  they 
plucked  it  by  turning  head  over  heels." 

"  What  I  head  over  heels  ?  "  we  all  exclaimed  simultaneously ; 
"  why,  your  tale  is  really  marvellous  I " 

"  Yes,  head  over  heels,"  answered  Frederick,  "  and  this  is  how 
they  manage.     Each  ape,  after  having  cleared  away  with  his  claws 
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a  little  of  the  earth  round  the  root  he  covets,  seizes  the  top  of  it 
with  his  teeth,  and  throws  himself  head  over  heels  without  letting 
go ;  he  repeats  this  exercise  until  his  efforts  have  drawn  from  the 
soil  the  much-desired  root.  We  stood  for  some  time  watching  the 
grimaces  and  contortions  of  these  ugly  animals,  hut,  curious  to 
judge  for  ourselves  of  the  merits  of  a  plant  which  they  seemed  to 
relish  so  greedily,  we  resolvetl  to  disperse  them,  and  occupy  the 
field  of  hattle.  A  discharge  of  musketry  would  have  put  to  flight 
the  whole  legion,  hut,  rememhering  my  father's  instructions,  we 
contented  ourselves  with  galloping  through  the  midst  of  the 
gourmands,  who  scattered  in  all  directions.  Then  wo  tasted  the 
root,  and  as  it  seemed  to  us  delicious,  we  hrought  away  a  few 
pieces,  carefully  wrapped  up  in  leaves,  to  see  if  you  could  find  for 
it  any  hotter  name  than  monkey's  root." 

Here  Frederick  paused. 

I  again  examined  the  root,  and  after  tasting  it,  gravely  informed 
my  sons  that  their  discovery  was  one  of  some  value,  for  I  believed 
it  to  he  no  other  than  the  ginseng ;  a  sacred  plant  in  China, 
where  the  people  look  upon  it  as  an  universal  panacea,  and  the 
emperor  alone  has  a  right  to  the  crop. 

Sentinels  are  stationed  about  the  places  where  it  grows,*  I 
added,  hut  this  does  not  prevent  the  Americans  from  smuggling  a 
prodigious  quantity  into  China. 

"  Blessed  be  the  apes,"  cried  Ernest,  "  for  having  put  into  our 
possession  this  precious  treasure  of  the  mandarins ! " 

"  Bless  them  as  much  as  you  please,"  replied  Frederick,  with 
an  expression  of  chagrin ;  "  but  as  for  me,  I  curse  them  I  After 
gathering  the  roots  now  before  you,"  he  continued,  "  we  continued 
our  course  to  the  caoutchouc-trees.  The  calabashes  were  full. 
We  emptied  their  contents  into  others  which  were  easier  to  carry, 
and  as  the  sun  was  still  high  in  the  heavens,  we  thought  we  would 
see  how  oiu*  colonists  fared  in  the  new  farm.  But  imagine  our 
surprise  and  grief  to  find  the  farm  all  in  disorder,  the  walls  of 
the  hut  thrown  down,  and  the  planks  scattered  here  and  there  1 
The  hens  were  strangled ;  the  goats  and  sheep  were  huddled  up 
together,  and  trembling  with  alarm;  everywhere,  everywhere 
destruction  and  devastation !     Our  beautiful  settlement  had  been 
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sacked  and  plundered  from  top  to  bottom  by  a  bort  of  implacable 
enemies,  and  these  enemies  were  the  monkeys  I  Ob,  bow  I  tben 
repented  that  I  had  dispersed  the  villains  by  simply  riding  tbxough 
them,  and  had  not  pmiished  them  for  their  hideons  outrages  by 
striking  down  half-a-dozen  of  the  wretches  1  We  collected  aa  best 
we  could  our  poor  frightened  cattle,  which  came  running  up  to  us 
at  the  welcome  sound  of  our  voices;  we  also  did  our  best  to 
repair  the  gaps  in  the  enclosure ;  but  instead  of  resting  among  the 
ruins  of  our  beloved  abode  we  turned  towards  Swan  Lake.  It 
was  there  my  eagle  brought  down  the  bird  yon  see.  We  then 
began  to  tliink  of  returning,  proud  of  our  discoveries,  and  of  all 
the  riches  we  had  acquired,  but  overwhelmed  with  grief  at  the 
destruction  of  our  farm,  and  at  the  sorrow  you  would  experience 
on  hearing  our  melancholy  tidings." 

Frederick  ceased  speaking. 

The  news  he  had  brought  filled  every  heart  with  sadness.  I 
immediately  perceived  the  necessity  we  were  under  of  inflicting  a 
signal  vengeance  on  the  malignant  tribe,  for  unless  we  could  make 
them  fear  us,  it  would  be  wholly  impossible  to  preserve  anything 
in  the  island. 

I  consoled  my  sons  with  the  assurance  that  we  would  quickly 
retrieve  our  losses,  and  that,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a  similar 
calamity,  I  would  organize  a  grand  monkey-hunt,  in  which  they 
would  have  numerous  opportunities  of  distinguishing  themselves. 

Then  we  had  supper. 

The  ginseng  was  pronounced  excellent,  but  as,  from  its  aromatic 
nature,  I  looked  ujK)n  it  more  as  a  medicinal  remedy  than  as  an 
article  of  food,  I  forbade  its  too  frequent  use,  while  requesting  my 
wife  to  include  a  few  roots  of  it  among  our  choicer  plants.  The 
sad  impression  produced  by  Frederick's  narrative  of  the  ravages  of 
the  apes  gradually  wore  away,  and  we  separated  after  our  evening 
devotions,  deciding  that  the  first  task  on  the  morrow  should  be  the 
preparation  of  the  bird-lime.  This  was  a  new  thing,  and  my  sons 
were  too  young — that  is,  too  fond  of  novelty — ^not  to  look  forward 
to  it  with  pleasant  anticipations. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


3  soon  OS  wc  had  exhausted,  next  day,  our  cus- 
tomary and  diuniol  occupatiiins ;  had  read 
prayeTH,  bTeokfanted,  and  fed  our  cattle  and 
poultry,  my  young  family  reminded  me  of  ray 
promiaca.  They  were  impatient  to  see  my 
projected  device  la  full  activity,  and  antici- 
pated much  amusement  from  this  new  kind  of  sport.  Accordingly 
I  commenced  the  manufacture  of  the  bird-lime:  mixing  a  certain 
quantity  of  the  liquid  caoutchouc  with  some  terebinth,  I  placed  it 
OTer  the  fire.  While  the  mixture  was  boiling  ond  thickening  into 
conaiBtency,  I  employed  the  lads  in  cutting  a  number  of  little  sticks 
from  the  bushes.  All  that  remained  for  us  then  to  do  was  to  dip 
each  stick  in  the  bird-lime,  and  arrange  them  among  the  fig-tree 
branches,  where  the  fruit  attracted  hundreds  of  ortolans,  finches, 
thruslies,  and  other  birds.  And  so  eager  were  they,  and  in  such 
crowds  did  they  come,  that  a  blind  man  beating  about  the  tree 
could  not  have  failed  to  bring  down  numbers.  This  plentifulne«s 
of  game  suggested  to  me  another  idea.  If  the  ortolans  came  in 
such  flocks  during  the  day,  I  thought  they  would  hardly  be  less 
numerous  by  night;  and  I  resolved  upon  a  torch-light  hunt,  after 
the  manner  of  the  Virginians,  in  the  belief  it  would  be  both  more 
expeditious  and  more  productive  than  the  process  of  trapping. 

Meanwhile,  the  boys,  who  laboured  steadily  at  the  construction 
of  their  traps,  were  themselves  ensnared.     Hands,  clothen,  face,  all 
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were  bcRmeared  with  bird-lime,  and  to  bqcIi  an  extent  that  you  oould 
not  touch  them  without  being  covered.  Their  consternation  was 
excessive^  and  that  of  our  good  manageress  almost  amusing;  she 
had  little  linen  to  give  them  for  a  change.  I  comforted  her  and 
them  with  the  information  that  a  few  ashes  and  some  clean  water 
would  suffice  for  cleansiug  purposes,  and  get  rid  of  all  the  smears 
and  stains  that  so  alarmed  her.  As  for  the  boys,  I  rallied  them 
on  their  want  of  skill. 

"  I  was  prepared  to  see  my  bird-lime  catch  larger  birds  than 
ortolans,"  said  I;  "  but  I  never  thought  it'  would  catch  three  or 
four  clumsy  lads." 

They  tried  to  defend  themselves,  but  were  not  very  successful, 
and  I  showed  them  how  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  smearing 
their  fingers,  by  taking  a  pair  of  pincers,  and  plunging  into  the 
mixture  seven  or  eight  sticks  at  a  time,  instead  of  dipping  them  in 
singly.  They  found  this  a  much  pleasanter  method.  When  I 
thought  they  had  got  ready  a  sufficient  quantity,  I  ordered  Rudly 
and  Frederick  to  climb  the  tree  and  arrange  among  the  branches 
as  many  as  possible,  and  in  a  short  time  the  unfortunate  ortolans 
began  to  fall  at  our  feet,  limed  about  the  claws  and  wings,  and 
btill  attached  to  the  treacherous  sticks  on  which  they  had  perched. 

By  degrees  the  sport  became  so  hot  that  it  was  as  much  as  Frita, 
Ernest,  and  my  wife  could  do  to  pick  up  our  victims  and  kill  them, 
while  the  two  climbers  replaced  among  the  branches  the  baits 
which  had  fallen  with  the  birds,  the  same  trap  serving  three  or 
four  times.  But,  abundant  as  was  the  game,  I  soon  perceived  that 
the  results  would  not  be  proportionate  to  the  fatigue  imposed  upon 
us,  especially  as  Frederick  and  Rudly,  in  replacing  the  traps,  had 
to  climb  from  sixty  to  seventy  feet.  I  therefore  meditated 
seriously  upon  a  torch-light  hunt,  and  commenced  my  preparations, 
in  which  I  found  the  terebinth  a  powerful  auxiliary. 

While  thus  occupied,  my  attention  was  called  by  Rudly  to  a 
very  elegant  bird,  much  larger  than  an  ortolan,  which  he  had  just 
ensnared. 

"Is  not  this  a  pretty  creature?"  cried  the  young  sportsman; 
|»  what  a  pity  to  kill  it !  See,  papa,  it  is  almost  tame ;  I  declare] 
it  seems  to  recollect  me  as  an  old  acquaintance." 
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"  I  Bhould  think  it  did,"  said  Ernest  who  b&d  now  joined  us 
■ud  with  his  observant  eye  had  already  recognized  the  bird  I 
Bhoold  think  it  did,  foi  it  is  one  of  our  European  pigeons  it  is 
the  offspring  of  a  pair  which 
brooded  last  year  among  the  < 
branch  ee  of  our  fig-tree 

Taking  the  bird  from 
Rudly's  hands,  I  found  on 
examining  it,  that  Ernest 
waa  in  the  right.  I  rubbed 
with  wood  ashes  those  parts 
of  its  legs  and  feathers  which 
the  bird-lime  had  smeared 
and  placed  it  under  a  hen 
ooop  for  safety ,  already  thi  [ik 
iug  over  some  means  of  add 
bg  a  pigeon-house  to  our  . 
domeatio  properties.  We 
canght    some    others,    and  ■■'"'"■•'—■      --    ,~"p..™. 

when  night  came   found   ourselven  the  owners  of  two  beautiful 
pairs  of  pigeons.     Frederick  suggested  that  ne  might  £ud  a  place 
for  them  in  the  rock  where  we  resided.     I  like<i  the  idea,  and  re- 
solved upon  carrying  it  out,  if  pos- 
sible, OS  soon  as  we  had  Hnishcd  the  1  -^'  - 
task  which  then  occupied  all  our                     '      __ '     ';  ~ 
enetgies. 

But  eucceasful  as  our  hunt  had 
been,  we  as  yet  had  filled  but  one 
barrel. 

"This  will  never  do,"  I  said; 
"  and  I  have  thought  of  a  quicker 
and  less  toilsome  method ;  only 
take  care,  before  it  grows  quite 
dark,  to  notice  in  what  trees  the 
ortolans  seem  to  prefer  to  roost  at 
night." 

In  this  matter  wo  wore  quickly  satisfied  by  finding  the  bark  of 
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two  OT  three  fig-trees  covered  with  their  traces;  so,  aiW  etqiper 
and  a  brief  interval  of  rest,  1 1»^;an  my  preparations. 

They  were  very  simple,  for  I  required  only  three  or  fonr  long 
bamboo  canes,  a  couple  of  bags,  and  some  torches  made  of  sugar' 
cane  and  resin.  Frederick,  our  "  grand  huntsman,"  looked  at  me 
with  a  kind  of  ironical  incredulity;  be  could  not  understand  how 
I  was  to  effect  the  wonders  I  bad  promised  with  such  strange  in- 
struments. 

Night,  in  those  latitudes,  treads  close  upon  the  footsteps  of  re- 
tiring day.  It  was  soon  a  deep,  dense  darkness.  We  then  set 
out,  snd  at  the  foot  of  the  trees  we  had  taken  note  of  light«d  onr 
torches.  Scarcely  had  the  glare  broadened  around  ua  in  «  bri^t 
wSiTcring  circle  than  a  cloud  of  astonished  birds  broke  from  the 
trees,  and  flew  franticly  round  and  round  the  shifting  blaze. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,"  said  I  to  my  sons,  "  you  see  my  stratagem 
is  not  such  a  bad  one  after  all!  Now  is  your  time;  I  haw 
l)rought  the  game  within  your  reach;  you  have  only  to  stretch  out 
yoTir  nrins  and  eflect  your  captures." 

At  the  same  moment  I  handed  to  each  a  bamboo  cane,  and  set 
the  exanipte  by  striking  right  and  left  among  the  ortolans.  The 
poor  birds  fell  as  fast  and  thick  as  heavy  rain,  bo  that  we  quickly 
filleii  our  two  bags.  Our  torches  lasted  us  until  we  r^ained 
Falcon's- Nest,  and  as  the  bags  were  too  heavy  for  any  one  person 
to  carry,  we  alung  them  upon  our  sticks,  and  divided  their  weight 
among  four  of  us.  The  darkness  of  the  night,  the  flaming  torches, 
the  burdens  borne  by  each  couple,  invested  our  mai-ch  with  a 
atrange,  mysterious  character,  and  reminded  ua  of  the  funereal  pro- 
cessions wo  had  read  of  in  certain  romances. 

We  arrived  safely  at  Falcon's- Nest,  and  before  going  to  ale^, 
inspected  our  game-bags,  to  put-  an  end  to  the  sufferings  of  the 
unfortunate  birds  stunned,  but  not  killed,  by  our  blows.  Next 
day  all  hands  were  engaged  in  picking,  cleAning,  and  preparing 
this  new  provision,  a  necessary  but  not  very  agreeable  task,  which 
occupied  us  until  evening.  We  filled  two  barrels  with  the  ortolans, 
half  roasted,  and  preserved  in  butter. 

I  had  not  forgotten,  among  these  culinary  labours,  the  expedi- 
tion which  I  meditated  against  the  apert,  and  I  now  fixed  it  defi- 
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nitively  for  the  following  day.  We  rose  early ;  my  wife  supplied  us 
with  provisions  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  wo  set  out.  Frederick 
mounted  the  onagra,  I  took  the  ass,  Rudly  and  Ernest  were  seated 
together  on  the  huffalo's  back,  which  carried,  moreover,  our  rations, 
our  field-tent,  and  other  necessaries.  We  took  our  fire-arms,  but 
not  "with  the  intention  of  using  them ;  I  hoped  to  make  the  resin 
and  caoutchouc  answer  every  purpose,  and  I  filled  with  these  sub- 
stances an  immense  leather  bag  shaped  like  a  bottle,  which  was 
more  convenient  to  carry  than  any  kind  of  vessel. 

I  had  announced  to  my  sons  that  the  war  to  which  I  was  leading 
them  would  be  "  war  to  the  knife,"  and  that  I  was  fully  deter- 
mined to  put  a  stop,  at  once  and  for  ever,  to  the  malice  of  our 
enemies. 

"  This  is  the  reason,"  I  added,  "  that  I  wished  Fritz  and  your 
mother  to  stay  at  Falcon's-Nest,  and  spare  them  a  painful  spec- 
tacle." 

The  idea  of  death,  which  I  had  thus  put  before  them,  strongly 
impressed  the  imagination  of  my  young  hearers,  and  I  listened 
with  a  certain  degree  of  pleasure  to  the  objections  they  suggested, 
but  I  did  not  the  less  persist  in  my  project,  and  hastened  to  correct 
their  sentiments  on  this  subject. 

Here  is  the  whole  question,  I  observed :  between  us  and  the 
apes  exists  a  mortal  quarrel.  If  they  do  not  yield,  iw  must  yield ; 
it  is  a  matter  of  self-preservation.  Undoubtedly  the  effusion  of 
blood,  and  needless  killing,  are  horrible  ;  but,  under  such  circum- 
stances as  these,  they  become  lawful  and  excusable. 

I  supported  my  statement  with  a  long  array  of  arguments  and 
comparisons ;  but  I  cannot  boast  that  all  my  reasoning  produced 
any  signal  effect  on  the  naturally  compassionate  and  kindly  dis- 
position of  my  sons.  I. did  not  convince  them,  but  I  succeeded  in 
making  them  understand  something  of  the  imperious  law  of 
necessity. 

During  this  discussion  we  reached  the  borders  of  the  lake,  which 
we  found  covered  with  beautiful  lilies.  I  selected  a  favourable  site 
for  our  encampment,  and  we  descended  from  our  steeds.  Our  tent 
was  immediately  pitched;  we  fastened  clogs  to  the  legs  of  our 
cattle  to  prevent  them  from  straying,  tied  up  our  dogs,  and  went 


SOS  A  CAHPAION  AGAINST  THE  MONKETa 

in  quest  of  the  eaemj.  The  farm,  or  rather  what  remaiiied  of  it, 
was  abandoned.  The  spectAcle  of  its  ud  diaorder,  of  its  ehattend 
walla,  of  its  ruin  and  desolation,  wounded  me  to  the  heart,  and 


confirmed  the  determination  I  had  formed  to  exact  a  severe  retri- 
bution. 

Frederick  was  despatched  to  scout.  Before  long  ho  returned 
witli  the  information  that  he  had  discovered  the  plundering  horde 
at  some  distance  off,  tranquilly  playing  and  contending  with  one 
another  on  the  threshold  of  the  wood.  Immediately  we  prepared 
to  carry  out  the  plan  I  had  designed.  Around  the  farm,  at 
irregular  intervals,  we  planted  a  number  of  small  posts,  taking 
core  to  fix  them  very  loosely  in  the  ground.  We  interlaced  them 
with  long  fiexible  lianas,  and  here  and  there  deposited  some  opened 
cocoa-nuts,  small  gourds  filled  with  cooked  rice  or  maize,  fruits,  or 
palm-wine,  of  which  I  knew  the  monkeys  were  inordinately  fond 
— smearing  posts,  and  lianas,    and  cocoa-nuts,   and   shells  very 
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t^liickly  with  caoutchouc  glue.     We  also  spread  our  baits  on  the 

Y'oof  of  the  hut,  along  the  trees  at  whose  foot  I  had  planted  the 

acacia-branches,  and  smeared  with  glue  these,  and  the  thorns  of 

the  stone-pines,  and  every  kind  of  fruit,  so  that  it  was  impossible 

to  penetrate  into  the  kind  of  labyrinth  we  had  constructed  without 

lifting  up  a  post,  and  impossible  to  touch  one  of  the  vessels  of  rice 

or  palm-wine  without  remaining  glued  to  it.     My  sons  asked  my 

permission  to  place  some  traps  among  the  neighbouring  trees.     I 

consented ;  and  as  soon  as  the  ambuscade  appeared  complete,  wo 

retired  to  our  tent,  that  the  enemy  might  have  leisure  to  approach. 

The  day  passed,  however,  without  any  incident.     I  began  to  fear 

that  the  cunning  animals  had  caught  sight  of  us,  and  mistrusted 

the  nature  of  our  operations.     At  night,  after  doing  justice  to  the 

oold  meats  we  had  brought  with  us,  we  retired  to  rest,  and  nothing 

disturbed  our  slumbers. 

We  rose  early  on  the  following  morning;  but  the  apes  were 
before  ns,  and  the  first  thing  which  met  our  gaze  was  the  entire 
troop  coming  up  in  the  distance,  and  directing  their  course  towards 
onr  hut.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  anything  more  amusing 
than  tlie  march  of  this  hideous  army  ;  some  stalked  on  their  hind 
feet,  and  advanced  majestically,  like  men ;  others  moved  on  all- 
fours  ;  while  the  youngest  leaped  from  tree  to  tree,  and  indulged 
in  a  thousand  comical  tricks.  We  remained  perfectly  still,  lest  we 
should  alarm  them,  and  put  them  to  flight,  and  we  soon  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  them  involved  in  the  labyrinth  we  had  so 
ingeniously  constructed.  What  I  had  foreseen  now  actually 
occurred ;  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  company  was  one  single 
mass ;  united  one  to  another  by  the  gluey  lianas,  posts,  and  cala- 
bashes, which  adhered  tenaciously  to  their  hairy  skins.  It  was  a 
strange  and  truly  a  burlesque  spectacle,  the  efforts  they  made  to 
free  themselves  from  their  unwelcome  bontls  ;  but  all  was  in  vain, 
and  from  every  side  arose  a  cry  of  baffled  rage  and  fury ;  never 
had  I  seen  such  hideous  grimaces,  such  horrible  contortions. 
Those  whose  greediness  had  led  them  to  the  rice  and  palm-wine, 
had  the  calabashes  firmly  glued  to  their  faces  ;  others  dragged  the 
posts  and  lianas  behind  them,  and  grew  frantically  indignant  at 
their  incumbrances.     At  length,  when  I  thought  the  disorder  com- 
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plete,  we  let  loose  our  dogs ;  they  pounced  furiously  upon  the  troop, 
and  tore  them  with  their  teeth ;  while  we,  on  our  part,  laid  about 
us  with  heavy  sticks. 

The  unfortunate  apes  uttered  the  most  lamentable  groans,  and 
rolled  at  our  feet  as  if  they  would  fain  have  besought  our  pity ; 
but  I  had  determined  "  no  quarter  "  should  be  given,  and  we  did 
not  rest  until  we  had  finished  the  task  of  extermination.  Our 
sticks  were  red  with  blood ;  and  the  scene  could  only  be  compared 
to  that  of  a  battle-field  when  the  fight  is  over. 

My  sons  were  horrified  at  what  we  had  done,  and  expressed 
themselves  with  an  energy  which  I  was  far  from  blaming. 

"No  more  of  these  massacres,"  they  exclaimed,  "however 
necessary  they  may  appear ;  the  apes  are  too  like  humanity ;  their 
cries  and  supplicating  gestures  are  frightful  to  hear  and  see." 

We  dug  a  trench  three  feet  deep,  and  interred  the  slain.  I 
thought  it  prudent  to  surround  the  place  with  a  palisade,  so  as  to 
keep  off  our  cattle.  Feeling  very  weary,  we  then  enjoyed  a  little 
rest,  and  I  sought,  by  conversing  on  various  topics,  to  divert  the 
minds  of  my  sons  from  the  gloomy  ideas  suggested  by  the 
slaughter  we  had  accomplished.  Afterwards  we  laboured  at  the 
restoration  of  our  farm.  We  re-collected  the  stray  cattle,  and 
having  done  as  much  as  our  limited  time  allowed  to  restore  order, 
we  raised  our  tent,  and  started  for  home.  Before  setting  out, 
however,  we  made  a  new  capture ;  that  of  two  beautiful  birds 
larger  than  the  ordinary  ringdove,  which  I  recognized  as  Molucca 
pigeons ;  their  plumage  was  brilliantly  coloured  with  blue,  green, 
yellow,  purple,  and  violet.  This  prize  was  due  to  Frederick,  who 
had  placed  a  small  shell  of  rice,  well  smeared  with  glue,  on  a  palm- 
tree  while  we  had  been  busy  about  the  ambuscade  for  the  apes ; 
and  the  birds  were  taken  in  it.  After  cleansing  their  wings  from 
the  glue  that  covered  them,  we  tied  together  their  feet,  and 
carried  them  with  us,  to  be  admitted  into  the  new  pigeon-house 
which  we  had  intended  to  construct  at  Tent- Town. 

We  hastened  to  return  to  Falcon's-Nest,  where  our  dear  com- 
panions heartily  welcomed  us.  My  wife  was  delighted  with  our 
new  captives,  and  warmly  approved  my  project  of  a  pigeon-house. 
Conseguentlj;  our  cart  was  immediately  loaded  with  provisions. 
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andfrith  all  things  neccsearir  for  a  few  days  sojourn  in  the  country, 
and  we  took  the  road  to  Tent-Town. 

As  soon  as  wc  had  arrived  there  I  chose  a  suitable  position  for 
our  dove-cote  in  a  part  of  the  rock  near  the  cavern.  The  stone, 
after  a  foot  or  two,  became  quite  soft,  and  we  soon  excavated  at  a 
height  of  ten  feet  from  the  ground  a  hollow  Bufiicientlj  large  to 
accommodate  twenty  pair  of  pigeons.  Od  a  couple  of  beams  or 
props  fixed  in  the  rock  we  placed  a  plank  for  a  small  platform,  and 
protected  it  by  a  sloping  roof  in  front-,  the  recess  was  dosed  with 
a  door,  in  which  we  made  a  loophole  to  admit  air  and  light,  and  a 
rope  ladder  suspended  to  one  of  the  props  enabled  us  to  ascend  and 
look  after  the  gentle  inhabitants.  We  spent  several  weeks  of  hard 
work  in  constructing  this  little  edifice,  in  fastening  the  timbers 
securely,  covering  the  interior  with  a  coat  of  plaster  to  exclude  the 
damp,  fixing  a  perch  or  two,  and  arranging  the  nests ;  we  were 
constrained,  in  fact,  to  appeal  anew  to  that  magical  charm  which 
had  already  conquered  so  many  obstacles  and  surmounted  so  many 
difficulties — the  magic  of  energy  and  patience.  My  little  work- 
men had  learned  the  efficacy  of  these  two  grand  agencies,  and 
brought  to  their  labours  a  zeal  and  a  perseverance  beyond  their 
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"  Well,"  said  I  to  Frederick,  "  there  is  the  bnildiag,  but  what 
about  the  inbabitaatB?  It  will  require  all  our  cleTeraess,  I  ttacj, 
to  induce  our  pigeons,  both  wild  and  tame,  to  take  np  their  red- 
denco  in  tbese  new  quarters  i  it  is  not  only  neceeury  they  should 
Ptay  here,  but  they  must  bring  their  companions  with  them." 

"  It  seems  to  me,  papa,"  answered  Frederick,  "  that  without 
sorcery  or  enchantment  this  will  never  bo  done." 

"  Sorcery  ?  no ;  but,  difficult  as  it  appears,  I  intend  to  attempt, 
and  I  hope  to  succeed,  with  the  assistauce  you  can  render  me." 

"Oil,  I  am  quite  ready,  papal  you  have  only  to  gire  your 
orders ;  I  am  impatient  to  know  bow  you  will  set  about  your 
task." 

"  It  IE  to  a  pigcon-dealcr  I  owe  the  secret  I  am  going  to  put  to 
tbe  proof.  I  don't  guarantee  its  success,  for  I  have  never  before 
tried  it ;  but  it  consists  simply  in  perfuming  the  new  pigeonry 
with  anise.  It  is  said  that  pigeons  are  so  partial  to  its  scent  that 
they  will  return  every  evening  to  enjoy  it,  and  thus  accustom 
themselves  to  their  new  residence.  We  make  with  salt,  clay,  and 
anise  a  solid  lump,  which  wc  place  in  the  centre  of  the  pigeon- 
house  ;  they  begin  pecking  at  it,  their  wings  rub  it  off,  and  it  is  in 
this  way  they  insensibly  exchange  tbeir  wild  wandering  life  for  a 
domesticated  condition." 

"  Nothing  seems  easier,"  exclaimed  Frederick  -,  "  and  chanc«  has 
befriended  us  wonderfully,  for  tbe  root  of  anise  brought  home  by 
Rudly  will  just  answer  your  purpose.  Wo  will  crush  out  its  seeds 
with  a  stone,  and  if  by  this  process  we  don't  obtain  as  pure  an  oil 
as  we  should  by  distillation,  it  will  not  be  less  good  nor  less 
odorous." 

"  I  am  of  the  same  opinion,"  replied  I ;  "  and  I  heartily  con- 
gratulate myself  now  that  I  allowed  Kudly  to  put  in  tbe  ground  a 
plant  which,  when  he  discovered  it,  I  thought  of  very  little  value." 

We  immediately  proceeded  to  prepare  our  oil  of  anise,  and  with 
the  powerful -Bmclling  liquid  I  rubbed  the  door  of  tbe  pigeon- 
bouse,  the  perches,  and  every  place  which  the  pigeoas  were  likely 
to  touch  with  their  wings  or  claws.  Next,  I  made  a  kind  of  cake 
with  salt,  anise,  and  day,  which  I  exposed  for  a  short  time  to  a 
moderate  fire,  until  it  was  thoronghly  interpenetrated  with  the 
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aromatic  odour  of  the  plant,  and,  after  placing  it  in  the  middle  of 
the  doye-coty  we  shut  in  the  pigeons  we  had  recently  made  cap- 
tive. We  left  them  there  a  couple  of  days,  with  a  supply  of  food, 
that  they  might  have  time  to  enjoy  at  their  leisure  the  smell  of 
the  anise. 

When  our  little  lads,  who  duriug  this  period  had  heen  working 
with  their  mother  in  the  kitchen-garden,  returned,  we  solemnly 
annonnced  to  them  that  the  pigeons  had  taken  possession  of  their 
new  residence.  Then  it  was  who  should  climb  the  ladder  first  to 
get  a  peep  at  the  feathered  tenants  I  The  two  panes  of  isinglass  I 
had  let  into  the  door  were  invaded  by  eager  eyes,  but  I  observed 
with  pleasure  that  the  pigeons  did  not  seem  frightened  at  the  ap- 
parition. They  continued  pecking  at  the  anise  cake,  and  when  I 
entered  their  abode,  received  me  as  if  they  had  been  thoroughly 
tamed. 

Two  days  elapsed,  and  I  grew  ciuious  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  really  any  virtue  in  the  charm. 

On  the  third  morning  I  roused  Frederick  very  early,  and 
directed  him  to  rub  with  fresh  anise  oil  the  little  trap  in  the 
pigeon-house  door,  and  the  cord  which,  running  through  a  pulley, 
served  to  raise  it.  This  he  did,  and  without  saying  a  word  in 
reference  to  our  preparations,  we  awoke  all  the  family.  I  inforaicd 
them  that  this  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  release  of  our 
prisoners,  and  everybody  was  quickly  up  and  stirring.  We 
arranged  ourselves  in  two  lines  on  either  side  of  the  door.  I 
intrusted  Rudly  with  the  cord,  and  striving  hard  to  preserve  a 
serious  air,  I  described  with  a  stick  some  magical  circles  in  the 
air,  and  muttered  a  few  incoherent  words  like  a  wonderful  conjura- 
tion. 

When  I  had  finished  I  ordered  Rudly  to  pull  the  rope  which 
he  held  in  his  hand.  At  first  the  captives  timidly  popped  forth 
their  heads ;  next  they  ventured  upon  the  platform ;  and  then,  on 
a  sudden,  they  soared  to  such  an  elevation  above  us  that  my  wife 
and  son,  following  their  flight  with  straining  eyes,  thought  they 
were  for  ever  lost  to  us.  But,  as  if  they  had  only  risen  to  that 
astonishing  height  to  embrace  at  a  glance  the  vast  extent  of  land 
and  sea  which  spread  beneath  them,  they  immediately  descended, 
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and  qaietly  hovered  around  the  pigeonry  they  had  just  before 
quitted. 

This  little  incident,  \;vhich  I  had  not  foreseen,  added  greatly  to 
the  effect  of  my  pretended  magic,  and  I  hastened  to  say,  in  my  most 
serious  tone, — 

"  I  was  certain  of  it ;  though  they  were  so  high  in  the  clouds,  I 
knew  they  were  not  lost." 

" How  could  you  know  that,  papa?"  inquired  Ernest 

"  Because,"  I  answered,  "  my  charm  held  them  fast  to  the 
pigeon -house." 

"  Your  charm  ! "  cned  Rudly ;  "are  you  then  a  conjuror, 
papa?" 

"  Stupid !"  said  Ernest,  "  are  there  any  conjurors?" 

"  Yes,  yes,"  exclaimed  Frederick  ;  "  and  you,  my  dear  professor, 
shall  soon  see  some  magical  feats  which  will  surpass  all  your 
science." 

At  this  moment,  the  pigeons,  which  were  quietly  pecking  at  our 
feet,  again  drew  our  attention.  The  two  Moluccas  suddenly  quitted 
their  European  brethren,  and  started  in  the  direction  of  Falcon's- 
Nest  with  such  rapidity  that  they  were  soon  lost  to  sight. 

"  Adieu,  gentlemen  I "  cried  Rudly,  taking  off  his  hat,  and 
executing  a  thousand  comical  gestures — "  adieu,  gentlemen,  and  a 
prosperous  journey ! " 

My  wife  and  Fritz  began  lamenting  the  loss  of  these  beautiful 
birds.  I,  however,  preserved  a  serene  countenance,  and,  as  if  I  were 
addressing  myself  to  some  aerial  spirit,  murmured  in  a  low  voice, 
turning  in  the  direction  of  the  fugitives,  the  following  words  : — 

"  Go,  little  ones,  go ;  I  give  you  leave  of  absence  until  to- 
morrow ;  but  do  not  foi^et  to  return,  and,  above  all,  bring  back 
with  you  your  comrades." 

I  then  turned  towards  my  young  family,  who  stood  astonished 
and  stupefied  by  my  strange  address,  and  were  half  inclined  to 
think  me  serious. 

"  There,"  said  I,  "  we  have  finished  for  the  present  with  the 
strangers ;  let  us  now  see  what  we  can  do  with  our  compatriots." 

The  latter  did  not  seem  by  any  means  inclined  to  follow  the 
example  of  their  congeners.     Content  to  flutter  about  us,  and  peck 
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*^  the  ground,  they  were  already  completely  tamed ;  they  had  once 
more  enjoyed  the  shelter  of  a  pigeon-house,  and  willingly  resorted 
to  it. 

"  ThesCy  at  least/'  said  Rudly,  "  are  not  beasts  I  Thuy  prefer  a 
good  home  and  plenty  of  food  to  the  wind  and  rain  the  others  have 
gone  in  search  of/' 

"  Wait  a  little,  wait  a  little,*'  rejoined  Frcdciick,  confidently  ; 
"  did  you  not  hear  pa^ya  speaking  to  his  familiar  spirit,  who  will 
bring  them  back  to  us  ?  " 

"  A  familiar  spirit  I "  exclaimed  Ernest,  shrugging  his  shoulders; 
"  Buch  balderdash  won't  do  for  me,  my  boy ! " 

"  Not  so  fast,"  said  I,  in  my  turn ;  "  it  is  by  the  result  we  must 
judge  the  means,  in  all  cases  of  magic,  and  I  predict  that  the 
means  I  have  employed  will  be  crowned  with  success." 

We  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
pigeon-house,  conversing  upon  sorcery  and  the  pigeons  it  was  to 
restore  to  us.  We  often  lifted  our  glance  to  the  skies,  and  looked 
towards  Falcon's-Nest,  but  no  bright  wings  appeared.  Evening 
came,  and  with  it  silence ;  our  European  pigeons  retired  to  their 
roost  in  tranquillity.  For  ourselves,  our  evening  meal  was  a  pecu- 
liarly merry  one,  and  we  flung  ourselves  upon  our  cotton  mat- 
treeses  to  await  the  coming  of  the  morrow,  and  with  that  morrow 
my  victory  or  defeat. 

Next  day  we  resumed  our  customary  labours.  I  was  growing 
anxious  for  the  return  of  the  fugitives  ;  my  sons  were  impatient  to 
see  the  issue  of  the  affair ;  all,  in  fact,  looked  forward  to  the  even- 
ing with  restless  feelings  ;  but  lo!  a  little  after  noon,  Kudly  came 
running  towards  us,  clapping  his  hands,  and  gaily  shouting, — 

^'  He  has  returned !  he  has  returned  I  He  has  positively  made 
his  re-appearance  I " 

"  Who  is  he  f     Who  is  it  ?"  we  demanded  of  him. 

"  The  blue  pigeon,"  he  replied  ;  "  the  blue  pigeon,  the  beautiful 
blue  pigeon  I     Come,  come  and  see  it." 

"  Bah  ! "  rejoined  the  unbelieving  Ernest ;  "  what  a  sorry 
joke  1  It  is  not  worth  going  so  far  to  see  an  empty  pigeon- 
house  ! " 

"  Who  knows?"  I  said  to  the  professor ;  '^  now,  /  put  full  faith 
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in  my  science,  and  shall  be  no  more  astonished  at  the  return  of  the 
second  pigeon  than  I  am  at  that  of  the  first." 

Frederick  asked  Rudly  whether  the  blue  pigeon  had  not  brought 
back  his  mate ;  but  our  hasty  friend  had  not  the  gift  of  seeing  so 
much  as  that  at  a  single  glance,  and  had  not  troubled  himself  to 
ascertain.  But  on  reaching  the  dove -house  we  found  not  only  the 
blue  pigeon,  but  perched  on  the  outer  platform  his  gay-coloured 
mate,  whom  he  was  coaxing  to  enter  the  interior.  He  thrust  in 
his  head,  and  then  returned  to  entice  his  companion  ;  and  such  was 
his  address  that  he  prevailed  over  her  reluctance,  and  we  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  both  installed  in  the  pigeonry. 

The  boys  then  wanted  to  close  the  trap,  that  we  might  make 
sure  of  our  prisoners ;  but  I  would  not  permit  them,  because  I  felt 
assured  we  should  have  to  open  it  again  by-and-by. 

"  How  will  the  two  whose  return  I  expect  this  evening,  how 
will  they  enter  if  we  shut  the  door  in  their  face  ?'* 

"  I  begin  to  think,"  exclaimed  my  wife,  at  length,  "  there  is 
something  extraordinary  in  all  this,  and  if  you  have  not  resorted 
to  some  kind  of  enchantment  I  do  not  understand  it." 

**  Chance !     It's  all  pure  chance  I "  said  Ernest. 

"  Chance,"  rejoined  I,  laughing;  **  that  might  answer  once  ;  but 
will  you  call  it  chance  if  the  other  pigeon  returns  this  evening  with 
her  mate?" 

"  Humph !  I  shall  certainly  then  feel  nonplussed ;  but  it  is 
improbable  that  the  same  phenomenon  will  occur  twice  on  the  same 
day." 

While  we  were  thus  conversing,  Frederick  suddenly  interrupted 
us;  his  eagle  eyes  had  caught  sight  of  the  second  pair,  whose  arrival 
we  were  expecting. 

"  I  see  them  !     They  are  coming ! "  he  shouted. 

And  before  long  our  two  fugitives  were  fluttering  above  our 
heads.  They  were  received  with  such  joyous  manifestations  that 
I  was  compelled  to  interfere,  lest  the  clamour  should  frighten  away 
the  two  birds  so  eflfectually  that  not  even  the  fragrant  anise  would 
draw  them  back. 

Silence  was  restored,  and  the  two  new-comers  entered  with  the 
same  ceremonies  as  their  predecessors. 
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"  Ah,  well,"  said  I  to  Ernest,  "  what  do  you  say  now,  Mr. 
Profeflsor  ?     You  see  the  second  pair  have  returned  like  the  finst." 

"  I  do  not  know  what  to  say,"  he  answered  with  a  serious  face ; 
"  it  is  all  extraordinary ;  but  as  for  sorcery  and  magic,  I  cannot 
believe  in  them ! " 

"  I  am  glad  you  are  not  credulous  ;  but  if  there  should  appear 
to-day  a  third  pair  of  Moluccas,  would  you  call  it  good  fortune  or 
chance?" 

Ernest  did  not  reply,  but  his  silence  was  far  from  wearing  the 
character  of  conviction.  We  returned  to  our  work,  leaving  Fritz 
and  his  mother  to  get  ready  the  dinner.  But  scarcely  had  we  been 
away  two  hours  before  our  little  scullion  made  his  appearance,  witli 
a  grave  air  and  compose^l  mien. 

"  Most  illustrious  signiors,"  he  said,  in  tones  of  mock  solemnity, 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  invite  you,  in  name  of  our  good  mother,  to 
meet  a  new  and  truly  royal  pigeon,  who,  with  his  beloved  spouse, 
has  just  taken  possesion  of  the  magnificent  palace  you  prepared 
for  him." 

"  A  wonder !  a  miracle  1  You  are  welcome,  Mr.  Messenger,"  we 
eagerly  replied.     "  Oh,  what  good  news  ! " 

We  hastened  to  the  pigeon-house,  where  my  wife,  warning  us  to 
be  silent,  pointed  with  her  finger  to  two  magnificent  birds,  which 
the  Moluccas  in  the  interior  seemed  eagerly  pressing  to  share  their 
commodious  domicile. 

"  I  give  it  up,"  said  Ernest ;  "  my  science  and  my  limited  in- 
telligence are  regularly  baffled ;  but  I  know  that  there  is  no 
sorcery  in  the  matter.  Come,  papa,  I  hope  you  will  bring  us 
acquainted  with  your  secret." 

Little  Fritz,  who  had  heard  us  pronounce  several  times  the 
words  "  magic  "  and  "  sorcery,"  besought  us  to  explain  them,  and 
to  say  if  they  did  not  both  refer  to  one  and  the  same  thing. 

**  Nearly,"  I  answered ;  "  the  first  of  these  two  words  differs 
only  from  the  second  in  its  foreign  origin.  It  comes  from  Persia, 
where  sages  and  philosophers  formerly  bore  the  name  of  mafji ; 
but  as,  in  the  eyes  of  the  ignorant,  science  often  assumes  a  super- 
natural character  from  the  wonderfulness  of  its  effects,  the  two 
words  became  confused  in  common  use,  and  sorcery  is  frequently 
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cftlled  magic.  Otherwise,  in  both  the  aame  main  principle  pre- 
vails ',  that  is,  a  more  or  less  profound  acqnaiatance  with  certun 
secrets  of  nature  which  are  unregarded  by  the  Tiilgar,  and  may  be 
employed  either  for  good  or  evil ;  so  that  there  may  be  good  magic 
and  bad  magic." 

Frits  inquired  if  the  magic  lantern  belonged  to  the  good  or  the 
bad  magic.  I  satisfied  him  on  this  point,  and  after  a  few  questions 
on  magic  and  magicians,  Master  Erneot,  who  never  lost  sight  of 
anything,  took  me  up  very  adroitly  with  a  reference  to  my  recent 
achievement. 

"  Since  you  say  that  sorcery  consists  simply  in  the  employment 
of  certain  natural  means  unknown  to  the  common  people,  tell  un 
whot  were  those  you  employed  to  bring  back  the  pigeons  I " 

I  did  not  wish  to  prolong  our  yonng  professor's  embarrassment, 
and  I  explained  in  detail  the  various  steps  which  Frederick  and  I 
had  taken.  Rudly  laughed  heartily  on  Unding  that  the  mysterious 
charm  was  nothing  more  than  his  root  of  anise  1  I  di<l  not  forget 
to  praise  Ernest  for  his  clear  reasoning  and  sagacious  incredulity  ; 
and  I  recommended  our  impetuous  Rudly  to  imitate  his  brother  in 
this  respect,  and  not  to  accept  so  readily  as  he  was  wont  to  do  the 
very  first  idea  broached  in  his  hearing. 


Tlie  following  days  were  devoted  to  the  completion  of  our 
pigeonry,  and  we  saw  with  pleasure  that  its  new  inhabitants  had 
permanently  estabiished  tbemselves  beneath  its  liospitable  roof. 
They  had  already  begun  to  make  their  nests.     Among  the  herbs 
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which  thef  collected  for  this  purpoHC,  I  ditttinguiHlmd  a  eciii  at  long 
grey  moM,  which  I  bad  already  Tciuarkctl  on  tho  trunkx  of  the 
ag«d  trees,  hanging  from  tbcm  in  grcot  clustering  wreaths.  I 
d  it  u  the  plant  which  is  employed  in  India,  instead  of 
,  for  BtofBng  mattrcHses.  Tho  Spaniards  also  weave  it 
into  a  rope  of  anch  lightness,  that  a  ball  of  twenty  feet,  fastened  to 
the  mmmiit  of  a  mast,  will  flost  in  the  wind  like  a  banner.  I 
informed  my  wife  of  this  diHCOvery,  and  tlio  reader  will  untlcnitand 
with  how  much  gratification  she  welconicd  it ;  for  n  good  housc- 
wife  it  was  another  treasure,  and  licr  sauguine  imagination  hbw  in 
it  tlircad,  and  cloth,  and  all  those  domestic  goods  whose  real  value 
can  only  be  appreciated  by  the  mother  of  a  family. 

At  intervals  we  found  among 
the  ordure  of  the  pigeon-house 
some  nutmegs ;  this  procious 
■pice  waa  brought  to  us  by  tho 
Holnccaa.  We  washed  them, 
and  though  they  were  stripped  | 
of  theirfibroushusk, committed  1 
them  to  the  earth,  but  without 
cherishing  any  excited  hopes 
of  the  success  of  our  plantation. 

We  wore  engaged  for  about 
afortni^t  inthis  kind  of  work, 
either  attending  to  our  pigeons  or  to  other  internal  arrangements 
and  domestic  conveniences  which  our  new  resiilcQco  needed.  The 
three  piur  of  native  pigeons  grew  rapidly  familiar  with  the 
pigeonry,  and  soon  became  quite  as  docile  as  their  European  con- 
geners. The  latter  multiplied  in  such  a  I'atio,  their  broods  suc- 
ceeded each  other  at  such  short  intervals,  and  were  so  numerous, 
that  wo  were  compelled  to  fix  a  limit;  or  our  beautiful  blue 
pigeons  would  infallibly  have  been  turned  out  of  doors  by  this 
increasing  population.  We  therefore  reduced  the  European  pigeons 
to  five  pairs ;  and  as  tho  increaao  was  not  wholly  duo  to  the  natural 
multiplication  of  the  family,  but  also  to  frequent  migi-ations  from 
Falcon'e-Nest  to  the  cavern,  we  laid  a  snare  for  the  intruders,  and 
every  morning  placed  our  traps  around  the  pigeonry  before  wo 
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opened  it.  Thin  Btratagem — a  muTderoiu  one  for  the  featliered 
victims  1 — fomiaheii  onr  cuisine  for  some  time  with  a  provision  not 
less  abundant  than  delicate,  and  gave  a  respite  to  Frederick's  eagle. 
The  monotony  of  our  existence  was  somewhat  relieved  about 
this  tinie  by  an  adventure  of  which  Master  Rudly  was  the  hero. 
One  day  he  set  out  alone  on  an  expedition  whose  end  and  object 
he  did  not  enlighten  us  about-,  but  his  absence  was  of  brief  dura- 
tion, and  he  returned  covered  from  head  to  toot  with  a  thick  block 


mud,  and  dragging  after  him  a  bundle  of  Spanish  reeds,  which 
were  e<;|ually  soiled.  Tears  filled  his  eyes;  and  from  the  irregu- 
larity of  his  gait,  it  was  evident  he  bad  lost  one  of  his  shoes.  At 
Ilia  trngi-coraical  appearance  wa  could  none  of  us  refrain  from 
laughing;  Ids  mother  alone  did  not  join  in  the  general  hilarity, 
and  even  received  him  with  some  degree  of  coldness. 

"  Truly,"  she  exclaimed,  "  we  should  have  to  search  far  to  find 
your  equal  1  Do  you  think  wo  have  a  complete  wardrobe  at  your 
service,  that  you  go  and  lose  your  clothes  in  this  manner?  How 
did  you  get  yourself  into  such  a  woful  condition  ?" 

"Ha,  ha,  hat"  shouted  Frederick;  "he  resembles  a  Barbary 
duck  1 " 

"  Not  exactly,"  rejoined  Ernest ;  "  he  is  the  god  Neptune,  and 
has  just  emerged  from  his  watery  realm  with  all  his  mythological 
attributes ! " 

"  Laugh,  gentlemen,  laugh,"  said  Rudly,  in  a  tone  of  vexation ; 
"  I  have  not  the  less  had  a  narrow  escape  with  my  life." 

These  words  rendered  me  attentive;  and  I  reprimanded  his  two 
brothers  for  the  unkindness  of  their  ridicule.  "  These  are  not  "  I 
said,  "  the  sentiments  of  brothers."  Then  I  requested  the  gloomy 
hero  to  relate  the  incidents  of  his  adventure. 
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"  Where  have  you  been,"  I  inquired,  "  to  romlci  yourself  so 
nnoomfortable  ?  " 

"  To  Flamingo  Alarsh." 

"  But  what  on  earth  took  you  there?" 

"  Ahisl"  replied  the  poor  boy,  smiling,  *'  I  went  to  gather  sonic 
Spaniah  reeds  to  make  baskets  for  our  pigedus  and  similar  useful 
articles." 

"Your  intention  was  praiseworthy,  and  it  would  be  duuhly 
unjust  to  thank  you  only  by  sarcasms.  It  is  not  your  fault  if  the 
enterprise  did  not  succeed  as  you  could  have  wished." 

"  No,  indeed,  it  has  )iot  succeeded  as  I  could  have  wished ;  and 
but  for  two  bundles  of  reeds,  I  think  I  shuuld  certainly  have  lost 
my  life.  To  plait  my  baskets  I  wanted  thin,  flexihle  r(»eds.  All 
those  on  the  edge  of  the  niarsli  were  much  too  hig,  and  therefore 
I  pushed  towards  the  centre,  lea])ing  from  turf  to  turf  until  I 
reached  a  spot  where  there  was  nothing  hut  black  thick  mud. 
My  feet  sunk  into  it  at  the  outset,  without  my  paying  much  at- 
tention ;  but  soon  I  was  immersed  to  the  knees,  and  I  felt  myself 
gradually  sinking  deeper  and  deeper,  until  the  mud  was  up  to  my 
chest.     I  called  for  help  with  all  my  might,  hut  no  one  heard  me." 

**  I  think  tlie  noise  of  the  wind  and  the  waves  must  have  drowned 
your  voice,"  said  Frederick,  ''  for  you  may  he  sure  that  if  we  had 
heard  you,  we  should  have  lost  not  a  moment  in  hastening  to  youi 
assistance." 

"  However,"  continued  the  young  adventurer,  '*'  if  there  were 
no  human  beings  within  call,  I  had  a  companion  who  never  fails 
me.  My  young  jackal  heard  me,  and  dashing  through  the  morass, 
made  the  air  resound  with  his  incessant  barking  aufl  howling." 

"But  why,"  in«iuire«l  Ernest,  "did  not  you  have  recourse  to 
swimming?  You,  who  surpass  every  one  of  us  in  that  exer- 
cise?" 

"  Sage  advice,  truly  !  I  should  like  to  see  you  swinnning  in  a 
swamp,  with  a  forest  of  reeds  around  you,  and  a  belt  of  mud  close 
up  to  your  arms !  But  listen,  ami  I  will  tell  you  how  I  at  length 
escaped.  When  T  peiceived  that  my  voice  was  all  spent  upon  the 
air,  and  that  neither  my  cricks  for  help  nor  the  howling  of  the 
jackal  brought  you  to  my  as-sistance,  T  began  to  think  of  extricat- 

:>! 
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ing  n)3rself  from  tny  embarrassment,  for  I  felt  I  w&a  sinklDg  deeper 
every  minute,  and  had  ao  time  to  lose.  I  drew  my  knife  from 
my  pocket,  and  cut  awoy  around  me  till  I  had  collected  two  large 
bundles  of  reeds,  which  I  pisccd  under  my  arms  to  serve  as  a  sup- 
port. On  these  I  leaned  with  all  my  might,  and  by  alternately 
moving  my  chest,  arms,  and  legs,  I  succeeded  in  partially  freeing 
myself  from  the  damp  prison  in  which  I  was  nearly  suffocated. 
Meanwhile  my  jackal  stood  on  the  bank,  continually  howling,  as  if 
he  longed  to  lend  me  some  assistance.  I  thought  of  a  method  of 
utilizing  his  evident  goodwill:  1  called  him  to  me,  and  catching 
hold  of  his  tail  with  a  firm  grasp,  tho  brave  little  fellow  made  such 
good  use  of  his  paws  that  ho  drew  me  to  terra  firraa." 

"  Heaven  bo  praised,  my  poor  boy,"  said  I,  "  that  you  are  re- 
stored to  us  in  safety !  You  may  well  thank  your  jackal,  while 
we  acknowledge  tlie  presence  of  mind  you  exhibited  under  such 
difficult  circumstances." 

"Who  knows!"  remarked  Frederick;  "  perhaps  not  one  of  us 
would  have  imagined  such  k  means  of  escape." 

"  For  my  own  part,"  added  Ernest,  "  I  really  do  not  know  what 
I  fhould  have  done." 

"  Oh,  your  inventive  mind,"  replied  Rudly,  "  would  have  de- 
vised something,  I  am  confident,  provided  your  prudence  had  not 
been  too  long  in  coming  to  a  decision.  There  is  nothing  like 
necessity ;  it  is  the  best  master." 

"  But  you  forget  one  important  thing,"  remarked  their  mother, 
"  which  necessity  tenches — namely.  Prayer.  What  would  be  the 
use  of  all  our  attempts  and  resolutions,  unless  favoured  by  Pro- 
vidence?" 

"  True,  true,  mamma,"  answered  Rudly ;  "  and  in  my  danger  I 
recited  all  the  prayers  I  knew.  I  recalled  the  disastrous  day  of 
our  shipwreck ;  I  remembered  that  God  had  then  assisted  us 
because  we  had  turned  our  hearts  towards  His  throne ;  and  I 
thought  that  perhaps  He  would  have  pity  on  me  in  my  distress  if 
I  humbled  myself  before  Him." 

"  Good,  my  boy,"  I  exclaimed ;  "  and  God  indeed  did  hear 
you,  for  if  you  are  now  in  safety,  it  is  because  He  willed  it.  It 
B-/r.v  He  who  gave  strength  to  your  arm,  who  inspired  you  with  the 
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happy  idea  that  proved  your  salvation ;  it  was  llo  wlio  iiia<le  tlio 
jackal  reply  to  the  summons  of  your  voice.  Olory,  tlien,  and  all 
honour  to  Gk>dl  let  us  thank  Him  with  our  lips  and  ^vith  our 
heart  1" 

Meanwhile  the  poor  adventurer  had  been  wasla^l  and  cleansed 
by  his  mother,  who  rinsed  his  jacket  in  the  brook,  where  it  left  a 
black  muddy  trail.  We  also  washeil  his  reeds,  and  having  com- 
pleted these  very  needful  matters,  began  to  speculate  in  what 
manner  we  could  best  make  use  of  his  prize.  They  were  too  stout 
and  hard  to  be  plaited  as  they  were.  We  therefore  split  them  up 
into  long  thin  strips,  and  commenced  our  apprenticeship  to  the 
art  of  basket- making.  My  sons  understood  but  little  of  it,  an»l 
their  incxperionce  was  the  frequent  cause  of  quarrels  among  tliem. 
in  which  I  was  always  obliged  to  intervene.  I  lost  no  opportunity 
of  reminding  tliem  that,  as  a  general  law,  "  union  was  strength  ; " 
and  that  in  our  case  in  particular,  the  success  of  the  colony  wholly 
depended  upon  our  mutual  agreement.  As  their  dispositions  were 
naturally  good,  they  always  listened  very  readily  to  my  advice ; 
but  their  impetuosity  often  prevailed  over  their  better  knowledge, 
and  their  disputes  recommenced  on  the  first  opportunity. 

With  Rudly's  reeds  I  now  began  the  construction  of  a  machine 
which  my  wife  had  long  been  in  want  of — a  weaving-loom.  Two 
reeds  split  up  their  entire  length,  and  firmly  fastened  with  cord  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  preclude  their  warping  or  curving  while  being 
dried,  furnished  the  four  bars  required  for  the  part  called  by  the 
weavers  the  combs.  For  the  teeth  of  these  combs  the  boys  cut  mo 
a  number  of  small  pieces  of  wood,  and  having  collected  these  in- 
dispensable materials,  I  put  them  aside  in  a  seoure  corner,  without 
saying  a  word  to  anybody  of  their  intended  destination,  as  I  wisheil 
to  surprise  my  wife  with  the  machine  when  completed.  The  jokes 
levelled  at  my  little  sticks,  which  my  boys  pleasantly  designated 
toothpicks,  found  me  quite  impassive,  and  I  kept  my  secret. 

"  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  all  those  bits  of  wood  ? "  in- 
quired my  wife,  with  a  woman's  natural  curiosity. 

"  Oh,  'tis  a  fancy  of  mine  I "  said  I,  laughing.  "  I  am  going  to 
make  you  a  su])erb  musical  instniment  after  the  manner  of  tlie 
Hottentots — a  gom-yom  I     Give  me  time  to  finish  it,  and  you  will 
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thank  me  heartily;  nay,  yuu  ehall  be  the  first  to  dance  to  it<i 
melodiouH  strains." 

"  Dance  1  Indeed,  I  have  something  else  to  do.  Dancing  and 
music,  I  can  asHiire  you,  will  have  no  charms  for  me  while  we 
remain  in  this  island." 

"  If  yon  are  Tcally  intending  to  construct  a  gom-gom,"  said 
Ernest,  "  our  little  sticks  will  be  of  no  use ;  for  the  gom-gom  is 
nothing  more  than  a  few  strings  etretehed  tightly  over  half  a 
gourd,  and  the  musician  plays  upon  these  strings  with  the  quill  of 
a  feather." 

"  A  splendid  instrument ! "  cried  Rudly  ;  "  well  adapted,  I  should 
Bay,  to  frighten  cats  and  dogs  I" 

"  However  that  may  be,  my  description  of  it  is  quite  correct ; 
for  I  have  seen  one,  and  the  sound  it  produces  closely  resembles 
the  monotonous  syllable  gom-gom,  gom-gom." 

My  wife  then  returned  to  the  charge,  and  all  I  could  do  was  to 
repent  my  promise,  that  when  the  instrument  was  fiiiisljeil  she 
should  bo  the  first  to  enjoy  its  use,  and  that  I  was  sure  she  would 
need  both  her  hands  and  feet  to  play  it. 

About  this  time  our  onager  presented  us  with  a  pretty  little 
foal.  We  received  it  with  much  satisfaction,  for  it  was  not  only 
another  beast  of  burden  added  to  our  stock  of  useful  animals,  but 
also  another  courser  who  might  one  day  make  a  distinguished 
figure  in  our  cavalcade.  I  bestowed  upon  him  the  significant 
name  of  Itasch,  or  Swiftsure ;  for  I  intended  him  more  particularly 
lor  purposes  of  equitation,  and  I  was  delighted  to  see  that  his 
form,  ns  it  developed,  gave  every  promise  ol  strength  and  speed. 

The  approach  of  the  rainy  season,  and  our  recollections  of  the 
difficulty  we  had  experienced  in  collecting  every  evening  those 
animals  we  had  allowed  tree  pasturage  in  the  fields,  sot  me  thinking 
of  some  means  of  easing  our  labour ;  and  I  resolved  to  accustom  them 
to  return  to  their  sliods  at  sunset  when  a  sort  of  horn  was  soimded, 
wliKh  I  made  out  of  a  large  shell,  with  a  piece  of  wood  fitted  to 
it  like  the  mouthpiece  of  a  flageolet.  We  accompanied  our  first 
experiments  on  this  instrument  with  a  liberal  distribution  of  food 
and  wit,  which  insured  the  sncccss  of  our  invention.  The  pigs 
mlone  were  restive,  and  manifested  a  preference  for  a  slate  of  free- 
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Horn,  but  we  Bbandoncil  tliDii  nilIi[i|;K  1  thtir  o»ii  Iim  -m 
knowiDg  that  whenever  we  waiili  i  tUm  in  iIirs  ooul  I  limit 
them  up 

NotwithRtandtng  all  (he  a<llitiuiif<  axil  im]ri\iiiicnb.  uc  hnd 
mode  to  our  winter  palace  a  rcsLrtoir  was  still  want  c\  for  fresh 
water,  which  we  were  compilkd  to  f<.t<.h  from  thi.  jLckil  Uivtr 
Ab  Buth  a  jonmey  would  havo  bcui  impoatil  II  i.M.iy  diy  luring 
the  ninter  aeaiion  I  wan  aiiTtoun  to  rciiK.ly  tin.  iiioiiv  tutioe 
before  the  rnins  commcn<.c<l  Tin.  1 1ci  o  uurc  1  to  ttu  ol  b^ln^lllg 
an  aqueduct  from  the  brook  at  1  of  thus  ■>  imki^  i  f  itnt  uii  i  f 
living  water  as  we  had  I  lie  at  F  iK  n  s  Nt-st  1  r  <  n  till  s  wo 
made  use  of  bamboo  cnncs  fitti  1  (  nt  inio  in  (1 1  r  w  i.  -.upp  rtc  1 
them  upon  Rtrong  wood<.n  proj  <;  uti  1  a  LJtk  Kiiiik  iii  lliu  ^i  iind 
served  for  basin  The  work  wi-*  lule  nnl  r  uj,li  bulwt,  ]  i  \  i^d 
to  render  it  mare  elegant  ai  incII  »•>  inoic  i  |i  t  ulitti  the 
weather  pcmiiltel  As  it  nnn  it  nn>«iri  1  it  <.lj  ct  aliiiinlly 
and  my  good  wifi  ledared  she  n  i''  ns  \\i  11  t  ii(  iitL  I  with  it  as  if 
the  fountain  ha  1  1  cui  wrought  m  til  [  ui<^(  miLIt  niilMirrtui  I'd 
by  eculptured  sei  h  rses  I  l[Iiiiih  r  n  ill  i  iiriu),  tji  cr\stnl 
Ivmpb  Ihr  ukI   I     utl    -i    In     tiif   ' 


'M 


r    11J   season  approache )  rapidly    and 

e  had  to  expedite  all  our  labours  lest 

o  Bhould  be  surprised  by  it.     Rspecially 

e  set  to  work  to  store  our  harvest:   the 

1  prnins.  the  fruit  of  all  kinds  which  sur- 

rouniled  our  plantation,  the  potatoes,  the 

rice,    the    guaviw,    the    pine-apples,    the 

anise,  the  casseva,  nothing  was  foi^tlen. 

We  renewed  our  sowingH  as  in  the  preceding  year,  in  the  hope  that 

the  Enropcan  grains  which  wa  tlius  conimittoil  to  the  fresh-dug 
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earth  would  be  more  quickly  and  more  lavonrably  developed  by 
tlie  hnmidity  of  the  season. 

We  filled  tbe  canvas  bags  mode  by  my  wife  with  these  various 
products,  and  placed  them  on  the  back  of  our  patient  beaste,  who 
carried  them  to  our  magazines,  and  there  we  piled  up  tbe  contents 
in  casks  and  barrels.  This  task  was  not  aocomplisfaed  without 
difficulty,  any  more  than  the  harvest ;  for  tbe  barley,  having  been 
sown  at  different  times,  was  not  all  equally  ripe,  and  we  hod  to 
make  our  choice  among  the  ears,  which  was  not  particularly  easy. 
I  resolved  next  year  to  grow  it,  according  to  rule,  in  a  field  pro- 
perly prepared  for  tbe  purpose.  We  bad  now  a  pair  of  buEEaloes 
to  assist  in  the  work,  and  nothing  was  wanted  but  a  double  yoke 
for  our  team,  which  I  proposed  to  manufacture  during  our  winter 
seclusion.  We  ought,  I  felt,  to  become  in  time  most  accomplished 
labourers,  for  wo  were  succeeeively  cartwHgbts,  bout-builders, 
farmers,  carpenters,  basket- makers,  architects,  gardeners ;  and.  In 
a  word,  adepts  in  every  occupation  to  which  Necessity,  that  great 
teacher  of  men  in  all  industrial  arts,  hod  made  us  serve  an  appren- 
ticeship. 

^lULE,  the  rains  had  begun;  and 
)  1^  heavy  floods  descending  at  intervals 
made  us  hasten  our  concluding  labours. 
Gradually  the  horizon  became  loaded 
with  dense  clouds,  while  raging  winds 
came  swirling  up  from  the  sea,  driving 
the  waves  before  them  in  mountains  of 
spray  and  foam,  and  for  nearly  twenty 
days  wo  witnessed  one  of  the  most 
majestic,  but  also  one  of  the  moat  awful,  spectacles  which  ever  the 
mind  of  man  conceived  or  tbe  eye  of  man  beheld. 

It  seemed  as  if  all  nature  were  convulsed  :  the  great  trees  bent 
before  the  blast  with  horrible  moans  and  lamenUtions;  swift  flashes 
of  lightning  and  deafening  peals  of  thunder  mingled  with  tbe  in- 
cessant noises  of  the  rains  and  winds  ; — in  a  word,  all  tbe  voices  of 
earth,  sea,  and  air  blended  in  a  sublime  harmony,  of  which  tbe 
growling  thunder  furnished  tbe  base,  while  the  shrill  whiatlings  of 


THE  RAINY  SEASON. 

tlia  hntiicme  filled  up  tlie  parts  ivitli  ihvi 
■onuroiia  notes. 


We  endeaToured  to  recall  llic  opening  kcviu'S  <:>f  tliu  piuviuus 
winter ;  but  whether  it  vrim  tliat  our  lucuiorioK  sctvvil  iis  biully,  or 
tlut  a  present  danger  always  appcnru  more  foruiiUubIc  tlian  a  [last 
peri),  it  seemed  to  ii§  as  if  tlm  tcinpchts  of  tliu  procvititjg  year  had 
not  been  of  so  violent  a  character.  However,  tlie  wiiiils  Kubitided 
«  little,  and  the  rain,  instead  of  desceiulitig  in  lieadloii^  torrents, 
b^an  to  fall  with  that  liopelu.'is  pursiBtency  whieli  wo  knew  it  would 
exhibit  for  twelve  long  weeks.  Tito  finit  hourH  of  our  enforced 
ledusion  were  melancholy  enough;  but  us  it  was  necessary  to  sub- 
mit vith  composure  to  a  lot  llmt  could  not  be  nmiHIied,  we  began 
as  cheerfully  as  ptmsiblc  the  internal  arrangement  of  our  subter- 
ranean abode. 

Wfl  had  with  us  only  a  part  of  our  live-stock — the  cow,  because 
of  her  milk  ;  the  onager,  fiir  the  sake  of  her  foal ;  and  Liglitfoot 
and  Stonn,  because  we  intended  to  employ  them  in  such  excursions 
as  might  be  absolutely  neccnsary.  Tlic  limited  sjiace  wo  had 
allotted  for  stabling  had  jirevcntcd  our  bringing  either  our  sheep  or 
goats.  Wc  bad  left  them  at  Falcon's-Nest,  where  they  found  a 
shelter  from  the  weather,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  food.  More- 
over, one  of  my  cavaliers  went  tliere  daily,  notwithstanding  the 
rain  and  the  wind,  to  earry  tliem  &  few  handl'uls  of  salt,  and  to  see 
)[  tliey  wanted  anything.     It  is  ueodluss  to  say  that  the  dogti,  thu 
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JAckal,  tlic  ape,  and  the  eagle  had  followed  ua,  and  the  sports  and 
feata  of  tliU  domestic  iiieoagcrie  materially  contributed  to  shorten 
the  long  cvQiiingH  ko  pofiaeil  under  the  stalactite  roof  of  our  grotto. 

Wo  dovotod  ourselves  at  first  to  numerous  minor  tasks  which 
wo  had  liccii  unable  to  foresee,  but  which  not  the  lees  provnd  of 
tlio  utnioxt  iinportancc.  We  had  takcD  definitive  possession  of  onr 
rmidencc,  ami  lia<l  much  to  do  before  we  could  make  it  thoroughly 
ciimfortablo.  It  is  true  that  all  the  apartments  were  on  the  aame 
flcior;  hut  the  p;roiiiul  hod  not  been  levelled  with  any  great  exactness 
mill  \v(i  lind  1IOW,  in  the  first  place,  to  smooth  down  its  niggednessea, 
iiiiil  111  fill  up  its  hollows,  in  which,  at  every  step,  we  ran  the  risk 
ol'  Uri'akiiifj  imr  necks.  Our  new  Fountain  diil  but  poorly  supply 
iinr  diinii'Mlic  iieci-ssities,  and  we  removed  the  basin  into  the  interior 
of  onr  kitolien.     Wo  mnnufaeturcd  shelves,  and  tables,  and  benches, 

ill  a  wiiril,  wi'  iMnsidcreil  all  the  exigencies  of  our  pujsition,  and 
did  onr  utniosi  to  render  our  abode  thoroughly  comfortable  as  a 
winter    n'siilenoe   during  the    long   cnptivity  that    too    probably 

Yi'l  one  im-iinvcnii-ni-e  remained  which  we  had  never  anticipated 
■  till'  want  of  ,itiylij;bl.  The  prollo  hail  only  four  openings — the 
diuir,  thi>  kitchen  dixir.  another  that  openeil  into  our  workshop, 
niid  n  fourth  ivliich  It'll  into  the  sleeping- apartments.  Conae- 
i|U0iilly,  my  Miuis'liltle  riHiuitiand  nil  the  recesses  of  our  palace  were 
ciiUHlaiitly  sll^nu^^•.^  in  profunnd  darkness.  We  had  certainly  let 
Muiin  wiu.lows  into  the  ]vi)rt  it  ion- walls,  closing  them  up  with  glass 
and  tliin  gause ;  bnt  the  light  entering  through  these  and  the 
oMerior  ,hior  was  s.>  f.vUle.  that  nothing  was  visible  in  the  inner 
jwrt  of  the  grotto.  It  was  evi.leiit  that  two  or  three  more  windows 
wi'v.'  w,ii,t,s|,  l„it  iliis  t.isfe  we  wen-  impelled  to  defer  until  the 
n'tmii  of  dry  wiMttier.  Meanwhile.  I  derised  a  temporary  method 
o(  hghliiig  up  our  n-sideuiv. 

I  hft.1  ko(,|  l.y  nie  .>ue  of  tlie  larg.>st  of  the  banib.x>s  which  I  had 
ii*ed  t.ir  the  pipi-s  nf  ,iiir  fountain.  It  hap)tcneil  to  be  the  exact 
lieiiihl  Hi  i|i,»  iMin";  I  plitntixl  it  in  the  ground  about  twelve  inches 
d-H-p.  nil.)  Mipivr?,".!  it  with  prx>i>s  to  k«>p  it  steady:  then  I  called 
i"lv>  ii-ipiisitiixH  little  Uudly's  i^ility  and  addr«B.  T  gave  him  a 
fitilhy  Hiui  H  bauinwT,  i>*.-»e,l  a  thin  n>pe  iwma  hb  b(Jy,  ud  neat 
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bira  spinning  up  the  new  mast  I  hnd  raised.  lie  waR  at  tlie  to]) 
in  a  minute,  and  there,  in  obedience  to  my  directions,  fixed  in  u 
crevice  of  the  rock  the  pulley  I  had  given  liini.  Tlie  eord  he  drew 
over  the  wheel,  and  then  glided  down  on  the  mattress  whieli  I  hnd 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  ninst  in  ease  uf  mishap.  'Die  next  ste[) 
was  to  suspend  one  of  the  largi'st  of  the  ship's  lanterns  to  the  eord, 
and  carry  it  up  to  the  roof,  where,  relleeteil  by  the  myriad  erystal 
drops  which  adorned  our  grotto,  it  shed  a  li.t,'ht  like  that  of  day. 

The  benefit  to  us  was  immense ;  our  or^anizin^  labonrs  were 
resumed  with  renewc«l  activity.  Ernest  and  Fritz  eommcnced  the 
arrangement  of  onr  little  library,  and  clispnsed  upon  neatly  fitted 
shelves  the  l>o()ks  saved  from  the  wrei'k.  lludly  and  his  mother 
undertook  the  management  of  the  kitchen,  and  Fre«lerick  and  my- 
self put  the  workshop  into  order.  For  this  task  more  physical 
strength  was  necessary  than  either  of  his  yoniiLrer  brothel's  pos- 
wssed. 

In  the  first  place  wo  set  np,  by  the  side  of  the  window,  a  snj>erb 
English  tuniing-lathe,  with  all  its  tools,  which  I  had  «liscovered  in 
our  captain's  cabin  on  one  of  our  visits  to  the  wn?ck.  I  ha<l  been 
accustomed  at  one  time  to  amuse  myst^lf  with  turiuM-y,  and  T  now 
promised  myself  to  employ  advantageously  my  small  acciuaintance 
with  the  art.  We  next  erected  n  forge,  supporting  our  anvils  on 
stout  wooden  logs,  and  arranging  all  our  cartwright's  and  coo])cr'» 
implements  in  admirable  order  upon  the  shelves  or  in  the  racks  I 
had  fixed  to  the  wall.  Nails,  screws,  hof)ks,  pincers,  hammers, 
saws,  adzes,  planes, — there  was  a  place  for  everything,  an<l  every- 
thing in  its  place  ;  and  our  improvised  wc^rkshop  soon  assumed 
an  appearance  of  carefulness  and  good  arrangement  of  which  I  was 
very  proud.  Often  did  I  congratulate  mysi;lf  on  having  cultivated 
in  my  youth  a  taste  for  mechanical  pursuits ;  and  to  this  taste  it 
was  owing  that,  if  I  couhl  not  mak(;  skilful  use  of  all  the  tools  in 
my  possession,  none  were  absohitely  foreign  to  me. 

Our  grotto,  by  degrees,  assumed  an  air  of  perfect  order,  and  we 
were  then  able  to  wait,  without  any  particular  feeling  of  weariness, 
until  the  sun  restored  us  to  liberty.  We  had  our  workshop,  our 
dining-room,  ami  our  library — where  we  could  repose  in  our  leisure 
hours,    and    refresh    ourselves    by   intellectual    enjoyments  when 


.ed  by  our  daily  labours.  Tlic-  ^Oiv-ts  »f  hu.l  ivn,..v.;.I  fiv,.,i 
'Teck  contiuDed  a  tolerably  lar^  nntulwr  ot  bodkn ;  tn-aiisi-s 
ivigalion,  tra\-elti,  and  workti  in  natuTnl  liistory,  botany,  ami 


zoology.  Sonic  were  cnrlcbud  with  illuRtrntioiis,  vttiicli  proved  a 
wiurce  of  incewiatit  amiisemcnt.  One  evening,  wlicn  turning  over 
their  leaven,  we  recognized  tlie  immkey's  root,  which  Frederick  and 
Jiuiiljliad  JiHCOvered,and  wliiiih  I  bail  KURi>ected  to  be  the  ginseng 
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of  ihe  CHinese ;  it  proved  to  be  that  most  vuhiuble  plant.  We  Luil 
also  maps,  numeroua  mathematical  and  ustronuuiicul  instrument k, 
a  portable  terrestrial  globe,  of  EnglLsh  luuke,  whicli  swelled  like  u 
balloon;  but,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  a  K)ii]>'s  library,  tlie  greater 
part  oonsiBted  of  dictionaries  and  grammars  in  all  languages. 

We  all  knew  something  of  French,  wliich  is  spoken  in  Switzer- 
land almost  as  generally  as  German.  Frederick  and  Ernest  had 
b^gon  to  leam  English  at  Zurich,  and  I  was  sutHciontly  acquainted 
with  that  language  to  direct  their  studies.  I  entreated  tliem  to 
revire  their  knowledge  of  it,  since  it  had  become  tlie  language  of 
the  seas,  and  one  seldom  met  with  a  sliip  but  some  of  its  crew 
nndezBtood  or  spoke  it.  Rudly,  who  as  yet  had  not  learned  any 
tongoe  but  his  own,  wished  to  undertake  Sjianish  or  Italian;  their 
pomp  .and  melody  attracted  his  warm  imagination.  As  for  me,  I 
bflgm  to  study  Malay;  for  my  examination  of  the  maps,  and  of  the 
positioin  of  our  island,  daily  strengthened  my  belief  that  the  iii-st 
men  whom  we  should  encounter  would  belong  to  the  Malay  race. 

It  was  agreed  that  we  should  pursue  together  the  study  of  French 
and  Gtennan,  that  I  should  teach  English  to  my  wife  and  little 
Fkits  at  the  same  time  as  to  Frederick,  and  that  the  others  should 
take  up  what  languages  they  chose.  Our  study-room  was  not  un- 
like a  little  Babel,  when,  by  way  of  relieving  our  silent  absorption, 
we  bq;an  to  recite  aloud  some  extracts  from  our  favourite  books. 
Singular  as  this  exercise  may  appear,  it  was  not  without  advantage ; 
it  provoked  numerous  questions  and  explanations,  which  had  always 
the  result  of  teaching  us  some  foreign  word  or  phrase  previously 
unknown.     Ernest  took  the  lead  of  us  all ;  he  was  gifted  with  the 

• 

essential  elements  of  success — a  strong  memory,  u  clear  intelligence, 
and  unfailing  industry.  Not  content  with  learning  English,  he 
continued  his  Latin  exercises ;  and,  in  truth,  his  love  of  natural  his- 
tory made  a  knowledge  of  that  language  almost  indispensable. 
The  ardour  with  which  he  prosecuted  these  studies  was  so  great, 
that  we  were  frequently  compelled  to  tear  him  from  his  books  and 
engage  him  in  some  physical  exercises,  for  the  preservation  of  his 
health. 

As  yet  I  have  said  nothing  of  the  thousand  little  treasures  which 
we  had  found  in  the  chests  removed  from  the  wreck.     These  in- 


{ 
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ctuiltyl  articles  of  furniture,  looking -glasBCR,  several  pretty  cabinets, 
xecretaries  well  provided  with  writing-tnaterials,  even  a  superb 
clock,  which  would  have  struck  the  hours,  if  I  bad  known  how  to 
put  it  in  order.  As  it  was,  it  made  a  handsome  figure  on  a  marble 
(console  in  our  saloon.  Every  day  we  so  added  to  the  conveniences 
and  decorations  of  our  abode,  that  our  children  were  at  a  loss  for  a 
fitting  appellation.  Some  wished  to  call  it  the  Fairy  Palace,  others 
the  Glitteriiig  Grotto  :  an  interesting  discusaion  arose  upon  this 
impoilant  question,  which  terminated  in  our  selection  of  the  simple 
hut  appropriate  title,  Fehevhcim,  or  Rock-House.* 


Kngaged  in  so  many  occupations,  we  found  the  time  pass  rapidly 
away.  Upwards  of  two  months  had  gone,  and  I  bad  had  leisure 
neither  to  make  a  yoke  for  our  buffaloes  nor  a  new  pair  of  fine 
carding' combs,  though  my  wife  a^ked  for  the  latter  daily,  and  re- 
quired them  for  spinning  her  cotton. 

At  the  end  of  August  the  weather  again  grew  stormy.  The 
rains,  the  winds,  the  lightniiig,  the  thunder,  returned  with  aug- 
meiiled  fury;  ocean  wna  shaken  to  its  lowest  depths,  and  under  our 
crystal  dome  we  seemed  to  feel  its  violent  convulsions.  How  for- 
tunate we  considered  ourselves  in  having  secured  so  solid  a  abeltcr! 

■  Littnllr,  "Uiebomaln  thgrock." 
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What  would  have  become  of  us  in  llic  tu-rial  Imwer  of  Fakuii's-Ni^t? 
Our  tent  would  never  have  rcsi.>lcd  the  impetuoMi y  oi  the  elonionta. 

At  length  the  weather  l>ogan  grailually  to  clear.  Hie  clouds 
scattered,  the  rain  ceased,  the  wind  blew  with  bnte.l  breath,  and 
we  could  venture  from  our  grotto  to  see  if  the  worUi  still  rested  on 
ita  ancient  foundation. 

As  in  the  year  preceding,  we  found  Nature  renewing  herself 
amidst  the  recent  signs  of  wido-spread  ri^in  and  ilisa^ter.  We 
gaily  traversed  the  belt  of  rocks  extending  along  thu  ooa^t.  and  as 
we  stood  in  need  of  free  exercise,  tCMik  a  pleasure  in  scalin;;  the 
loftiest  heights,  and  suneying  the  varied  panoraniji  unrolled  l»e- 
ncath  us. 

With  his  usual  intrepidity  Frederick  had  mounted  to  tlie  summit 
of  the  cliffs,  and  with  his  keen  eye,  which  almost  rivalled  the 
eagle's,  he  disoovorcd  afar,  on  a  little  island  in  Flamingo  Hay,  a 
black  spot,  though  he  Cimld  not  distinguish  its  nature  or  form  ;  he 
supposed  it  to  be  a  stranded  boat.  Ernest,  who  had  followed  him, 
thought  it  was  a  sea-lion,  of  the  family  dcsL-ribed  by  the  historian 
of  Lonl  Anson's  voyages.  On  hearing  tlieir  re])oit.  I  j>n»i)osnl  we 
should  immediately  hasten  to  the  spot,  and  satisfy  our  curiosity. 
Without  delay  wc  regained  the  shore,  emptied  our  periagua  of  the 
water  with  which  she  was  filled,  launched  her  ami  i>uslietl  otY,  all 
except  Fritz  and  our  g0(Kl  manageress,  whose  unacl venturous  dis- 
position was  not  inclined  for  such  excursions. 

As  we  rowed  along  each  of  us  gave  vent  to  fre.sh  conjectures. 
But  when  at  length  we  came  in  sight  of  the  object  of  our  expedi- 
tion, and  could  recognize  it  clearly,  what  was  «)ur  surprise  to  sec 
an  enormous  whale  thrown  up  on  the  sand,  like  a  wreckdl  ship! 
As  I  did  not  know  wlu^tlier  it  was  really  <lea<l,  or  (»nly  shM'ping,  I 
thought  it  best  to  advance  very  sh)wly,  ami  keep  watch  against 
any  movements  of  the  animal  which  might  have  endangered  our 
frail  boat.  Therefore  we  pulled  round  the  little  islantl  where  it 
lay,  and  landed  on  the  opposite  side.  This  island  was  nothing 
more  thau  a  siindbank  slightly  elevated  above  the  waves;  but  its 
vegetation  was  singularly  vigorous  and  luxuriant.  There  were  no 
trei?s,  however;  the  wimls  and  waves,  T  suppos«»,  destroying  their 
growth.     It  was  about  an  eighth  of  a  league  in  length,  though  its 
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size  might  eoKily  have  been  doubled  by  banking  out  the  sea.  Sea- 
birdB  of  every  species  frequented  it,  and  we  found  an  abundance  of 
egga  and  nests :  of  the  former  the  boys  collected  a  good  supply, 
that  they  might  not  return, 
said  they,  to  their  mother 
empty-handed. 

There  were  two  wajrs  by  w  hich 
we  could  reach  the  whale  :  the 
J  '^^^mB^^^B^B- \VjLV^  more  direct,  over  the  rocks, 
"T^^??^^^^BB^M -^. -.w  -  ,  would  be  exceedingly  trouble- 
some ;  but  the  other,  though 
longer,  was  free  from  all  diffi- 
culty. I  chose  the  former  for 
myself,  and  ordered  my  sons 
to  Uke  the  latter.  I  was 
inspired  by  a  wish  to  examine 
the  island,  which  required 
only  trees  to  render  it  most 
enchanting,  from  the  higher  ground.  And  from  this  elevation 
I  surveyed  the  entire  coast  of  our  own  settlement  from  Tent- 
Town  to  Falcon's- Nest  r  in  contemplating  so  superb  a  spectacle 
I  almost  forgot  the  whale,  and  when  at  length  I  descended  in 
that  direction,  I  found  that  the  boys  had  arrived  before  me.  They 
ran  to  meet  me  with  deraoustratioiis  of  the  liveliest  joy,  their 
hats  full  of  the  shells  and  corala  they  had  collected  on  the  sands. 

"  Oh,  papa  I "  they  exclaimed,  "  just  see  what  a  superb  lot  of 
shells  and  corals  we  have  found  I  Who  could  have  brought  here 
all  these  marvels?" 

"  The  sea,"  I  answered ;  "  the  sea,  wiien  shaken  in  its  deepest 
abysses ;  nor  docs  it  seem  to  me  astonishing  that  it  should  have 
strewn  the  shore  with  these  light  playthings,  when  it  could  fling 
upon  it  so  huge  a  monster  as  that  now  lying  before  us." 

"  Tn  truth,"  said  Frederick,  "  he  is  a  giant ;  and  it  is  strange, 
I  admit,  that  we  should  amuse  ourselves  with  such  trifles  instead 
of  examining  our  whale.     For  my  part,  I  should  never  have  be- 
lieved he  could  be  so  large." 
"  Examine  him  I "  cried  Ernest,  laughing ;  "  well,  we  don't  want 
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nther  microflcope  or  mngnifying-glniin !  An  for  nic,  I  uillingly 
alwndon  to  you  the  anwiclily  uiaivi,  n-liich  in  utterly  ilcvoid  o[ 
beauty,  for  these  charming  and  ilvHi-atc- colon rvil  Hhclls.  Look, 
paps,  look  at  their  various  and  vivid  huctt  I  Look  at  tlieii'  ip-uccl'iil 
fomul 


■  ht    . 
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ITcrc  a  d  spute  « 
com  cal  1  alf  sc  n( 
fended  h  t  pox 
match  fo  I  IrotI 
tl  ing  n  o  e  tl  n  n  e 
de  o  n  of  tl  0  hc  c 
his  microscope  in  his 
ing  a  simple  ring  on 

I  terminated  tlic  n 
two  disputants  liy  ti 
creation  everytliing  was  of  equal  beauty,  everything  equally  ad- 
mirable; from  the  fleslnviirni,  impcrcqitiljle  to  the  eye,  up  to  the 
hngo  whnlc  and  colossid  elp|ihaiit,  whose  heavy  and  ungracious 
forma  in  no  wiito  diH|)luycd  that  delicacy  of  organization  which 
astonished  us  in  the  mollusc,  the  worm,  or  the  lly. 


1  roti  c 

on  tie        u  e  of     u     lea  ty      >a  h  de- 

1   I    c  y      tl  UK  nf.n    I    t  F  edcn  k     as  no 

H     nl  e  M      s  la  giag     o  coled  sonio- 

n  !  n    at        of     nt  tl  e  leop  a    I  ea  neitt 

t  dent     )  o  I  a    passe  I       g  1  ours  with 

hand,  studying  a  minute  fibre,  or  inveetigat- 

nn  insect's  hack. 

rgunient,  and  restored  harmony  between  the 
Hing  them,  that  in  the  immense  work  of 
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"  All  things  are  beautirul,"  I  exclaimed,  "  which  occupy  Ihe 
place  in  creation  as^:ne(I  to  them  by  their  Creator;  and  we  must 
take  care  not  to  messure  the  amount  of  admiration  we  accord  to 
certain  objeota  by  the  credit  they  enjoy  in  our  imagination,  when 
their  rarity  is  frequently  their  only  claim  to  our  notice." 

I  then  requested  them  to  collect  in  one  heap  all  the  treasures 
they  had  amassed,  and  gave  the  signal  for  departure.  I  had  pre- 
viously satisfied  myself  that  the  whale  was  dead,  and  that  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  approaching  it. 

"  We  will  return  in  the  afternoon,"  I  said,  "  and  bring  with  us 
the  necessary  instruments  to  attack  the  enormous  prey  ocean  ha-t 
'  kindly  deposited  at  our  doors,  and  afterwards  we  will  eiideaTout  to 
turn  it  to  some  advantage." 

I  observed  that  Ernest  followed  us  to  the  boat  with  ill-concealed 
r^ct.  When  I  asked  the  reason,  he  declared  that  if  I  would 
leave  him  alone  on  the  islet,  to  live  like  a  second  Robinson  Crusoe, 
he  should  think  himself  perfectly  happy.  I  could  not  but  smile 
at  the  fsnoy,  which  I  hastened  to  banish  from  his  mind. 

"  Poor  lad  I "  I  exclaimed,  "  do  you  not  know  then  that  the  life 
of  Robinson  Crusoe  is  only  attractive  in  the  p^esof  the  romancist, 
and  that  the  project  of  your  fervid  imagination  would  involve  you 
in  a  thousand  bitter  troubles  1  You  would  quickly  repent  of  your 
solitude ;  disease  and  weariness  would  soon  crush  your  energies ; 
and  the  unhappy  hermit  ere  long  would  be  found  lying  dead  upon 
the  strand,  like  the  whale  we  have  just  quitted.  Oh,  Ernest,  I 
hid  you  thank  God  that  you  were  not  separated  from  us  when  our 
ship  was  wrecked !  Man  is  made  lor  the  society  of  his  kind ;  he 
has  need  of  them  and  of  their  assistance.  We  arc  six  in  our  island, 
and  yet  you  know  with  what  extreme  difficulty  we  sometimes  pro- 
cure the  things  indispensable  fo  our  well-being.  If  you  were  alone, 
what  would  bo  your  chances  of  subsistence  ?  Of  what  avail  would 
be  your  feeble  arms  against  the  obstacles  which  our  united  energies 
con  scarcely  surmount?" 

The  would-be  Robinson  acknowledged  the  force  of  my  reasoning, 
and  we  put  to  sea.  My  little  rowers  found  it  bard  work  rowing 
as  ibo  waves  ran  somewhat  high,  and  began  to  lament  very  pite- 
oiialv  tho  miseries  of  their  lot. 
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"  Beallf,  p^p*,"  they  said  to  me,  "  jou  oiiglit  to  ilovisc'  some 
wmy  of  making  the  condition  of  a  rower  more  fiuluroblu." 

"  You  aeem  to  think  me  endowed,"  I  nti^wt'i'i'il,  "  with  nioro 
powor  than  I  really  poascEs;  but  if  yiiu  could  only  procure  nio  iiu 
iron  wheel,  about  a  foot  in  diauieti^r,  I  wuidd  mi:  wljut  I  oould  do 
to  please  you." 

"An  iron  wheel!"  exclainicil  Frwlmfk,  iiiimoiliiitdy ;  "  ivliy, 
there  are  two  amoagBt  our  etoek  of  old  iron.  I  Ihink  tlicy  must 
hare  belonged  to  a  turnspit;  and  I  wm  easily  gel  theui  for  y.iu,  if 
TnainTna  has  not  already  undo  ww  oE  theiii," 

I  was  unwilling  to  make  any  furthi-T  cn^gi-metit,  ainl  without 
exactly  promiBing  or  refusing,  I  encouraged  my  niwcrK  to  rcilouMe 
their  exortionn,  and 
contend  valiantly  with 
the  tide,  until  the  good 
time  coming  whi 
boats  should  Bwocp 
over  the  waves  of  their  . 
OWD  volition. 

Soon  after  the  con- 
versation turned  upon 
the  subject  of  coral, 
and  Rudly  asked  mc 
what  use  was  made  of 
it  in  Europo. 

I  told  him  that  for- 
merly coral  was  highly 
esteemed,  and  em- 
ployed as  an  omnmcnt 
for  ladies'  dress,  Imt 
that  such  was  now  only 
the  case  among  sovagca.  Howovur,  if  EuropoanN  mot  with  a 
branch  of  more  than  usual  heauty,  they  doiHisited  it  in  their 
museums.  "And,"  I  added,  "we  will  do  the  same  with  what 
yon  have  cullcelcd  hero;  it  will  piobably  fliul  a  place  in  our 
library,  n»  one  of  nature's  most  curious  iimduets." 

To  whst  nulural  kingdmn  did  coral   belong?  was    TVedcrick's 
22 
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next  inquiry.     "  I  have  read,"   said   he,   "  that  it  is  a  kind  ol 

"  What  you  have  read,"  I  replied,  "  is  quite  true.  And  just  as 
every  kind  of  shell  ia  formed  of  the  viscouB  matter  of  the  animal 
which  inhabit*  it,  bo  is  coral  composed  of  the  slaver  of  a  very  small 
snail,  which  lives  in  the  water,  but  whose  existenca  is  so  frail  that 
it  can  only  fight  the  battle  of  life  as  one  among  myriads." 


I  then  described  the  various  phenomena  of  the  eiistence  of 
polypes ;  I  also  infonned  them  in  what  way  the  coral-fishery  was 
conducted ;  and  while  thus  conversing  we  reached  tho  shore,  where 
my  wife  awaited  our  arrival.  She  greatly  admired  the  treasures 
we  had  brought  back,  though  remarking  that  they  would  he  of 
no  great  value  in  the  mfnage.  But  when  I  acquainted  her  with 
my  intention  of  returning  to  the  islet  in  the  evening  and  cutting 
up  lUo  wliale,  from  which  I  hoped  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  oil, 
tiiy  industrious  partner  declared  that  she  would  share  the  perils 
of  llio  exp<^ition. 

Hit  di-tiTiniiialion  enchanted  me,  and  we  all  hastened  to  put  on 
Iward  iho  Uiat  provisions  for  two  days,  as  I  mistrusted  Ocean.  It 
mifjht  iletain  us  in  the  islet  an  prisoners  for  a  loi^r  time  than  we 
nmtempUtod,  and  it  wu  well,  therefore,  to  anticipate  all  mishaps. 
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Directly  after  dinner,  which  we  took  care  to  advuncc  nn  hour 
rlier  than  usual,  I  went  in  search  of  casks  to  contain  the  fat  I 
hoped  to  collect.  I  was  unwilling  to  take  those  wc  had  stored  up 
at  Falcon's-Nest  and  Rock-House,  because  the  infectious  stench 
of  the  oil  would  render  them  thenceforward  unfit  for  general  use. 
My  wife  reminded  me  very  opportunely  that  tliere  were  still  re- 
maining four  of  the  tubs  of  which  we  had  made  our  first  boat. 
These  I  quickly  mooreii  to  the  stem  of  my  periagua,  and  my  sons 
having  armed  themselves  with  knives,  hatchets,  saws,  and  every 
catting  and  carving  instrument  we  could  possibly  require,  we 
weighed  anchor  and  steered  towards  Whale  Island.  The  sea  was 
calm,  and  our  voyage  without  accident,  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
load  on  board  our  boat. 

Having  disembarked,  we  hauled  hor  high  up  on  the  sand,  out 
of  reach  of  the  waves.     My  wife  and  little  Fritz  then  turned  their 
attention  to  the  whale.     It  was  the  first  time  they  had  seen  such 
a  monster,  and  they  were  almost  terrified.     Fritz,  in  particular, 
oonld  hardly  take  his  eyes  off  the  enormous  mass  that  lay  upon 
the  shore.     Our  whale  in  every  respect  resembled  the  Greenland 
cetacea ;  its  back  was  of  a  dark -green  colour,  its  belly  yellow,  its 
fins  and  tail  quite  black.     I  found  on  measuring  it  that  it  was 
seventy  feet  long  and  forty  feet  in  girth ;  being  the  usual  propor- 
tions attained  by  the  whales  of  this  species.     My  boys  were  parti- 
cularly struck  by  the  colossal  dimensions  of  its  head,  which  formed 
one-third  of  the  entire  animal ;  its  jaws,  nearly  twelve  feet  long, 
were  garnished  with  a  kind  of  board  composed  of  those  long 
flexible  appendages  which  are  called  whalebone,  and,  as  such,  form 
an  article  of  European  commerce.     Frederick  remarked  the  small- 
ness  of  the  monster's  eye,  which,  in  truth,  was  no  larger  than  that 
of  an  ox,  while  the  opening  which  communicated  between  his 
cavernous  mouth  and  his  throat  was  scarcely  equal  to  my  arm  in 
diameter. 

"  Voracious  as  this  animal  may  be,"  said  Frederick,  laughing, 
"  it  is  certain  that  he  cannot  swallow  very  large  pieces  at  once  1" 

"  You  are  right,"  I  replied,  "  and  the  whale  owes  his  enormous 
fat  entirely  to  a  little  fish  found  in  the  Polar  seas,  of  which  it  is 
exceedingly  fond.     Only,  instead  of  swallowing  them  one  by  one, 
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lie  en^lfs  at  every  repast  a  prodigious  quantitjr.  At  the  same 
time  he  nhsorbE  a  large  supply  of  sea-water,  which  he  ejects 
through  two  apertures,  or  blow-holes,  placed  just  above  his  Qoetrik. 
I  of  the  blow-whale.  He  ahares  this  pcculia 
c  other  occau- monsters  not  inferior  to  him  in 


When  Ernrat  took  nutcof  the  narrow  dimensions  of  the  animal's 
throat,  he  began  to  wonder  how  Jonah  could  possibly  have  found 
a  passage  1  In  reference  to  this  matter,  I  pointed  out  to  my  sons 
that  wo  must  not  always  put  a  lileral  interpretation  on  the  words 
of  Scripture,  and  that  under  the  general  name  of  "  whale  "  was 
evidently  included  some  other  marine  monster  of  equal  dimensions, 
whose  interior  organization  might  render  possible  the  miracle 
recorded  in  the  Old  Testament. 

"  But,"  added  I,  "  let  us  adjourn  for  the  present  these  scientific 
discussions  and  learned  conjectures.  To  work,  gentlemen  !  And 
let  us  profit  by  our  treasure -trove  before  night  overtakes  UB." 

Frederick  and  Rudly  took  posiession  of  the  whale's  head,  and, 
toiling  together  with  axe  and  saw,  cut  off  the  fins,  which  Fritz  and 
his  mother,  in  their  turn,  conveyed  to  our  periagua.  We  obtained 
nearly  two  hundred  of  these  stems,  of  different  degrees  of  strength. 
Meanwhile,  Ernest  and  I,  with  our  axes,  made  way  in  the  thick 
fat  which  lined  the  sides  of  the  animal  for  some  feet  in  depth.  We 
literally  siwrm  in  it,  the  thickness  of  the  fat  not  being  leas  than 
ihree  or  four  feet. 
But  we  were  nol  long  left  alone  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  booty. 


1  fnw  of  them,  whicli  were 
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From  the  skies  ilosccinled  a  niyiiad  of  wiiifjcil  lui^jamls,  ivilli  tlio 
intention  of  particiiatiiig  iu  our  Inbours.  At  liml  tlicy  inuticiusly 
hovered  around  and  above  our 
created,  they  came  nea 
onr  hands  and  under 
the  very  edge  of  the 
axe,  flying  off  imme- 
diately with  their 
plunder.  These  birds 
had  little  attraction 
for  OS  aa  fl[)ortsnicn; 
bat  my  wife,  like  a 
good  manageress,  ro- 
marking  that  their 
down  wnuUl  be  ex- 
ceedingly useful,  wo  knotkeil  down 
immediately  dcpoaited  in  our  boat. 

I  had  proposed  to  iiiyHolf  to  remove  from  the  nnimal'N  luick  a 
belt  of  akin  long  and  broad  enough  to  make  a  set  of  harne.is  for  tho 
ass  and  the  two  buffaloes,  tn  tliis  design  I  sueccctled  tolerably 
well,  though  tlie  work  waa  rough ;  I  had  not  MUHpcetcd  that  tho 
whale's  hide  woubl  be  no  thick  and  ki>  hard  to  cut.  I  would  will- 
ingly have  carried  off  a  pcrlion  of  the  intestines  and  the  tendons  of 
the  tail,  but  Ihe  day  rapidly  declining,  I  nos  f<<ii.T<l  to  think  of 
returning. 

The  casks  were  piled  in  tlie  canoe,  and  we  rowed  towards  tbe 
shore  as  quickly  as  our  novel  cargo  pcnnitted.  It  was  one  of  ex- 
treme value  to  us  in  our  peculiar  position,  but  by  no  means  very 
agreeahlo  to  carry — neither  rejoicing  tho  eye  nor  being  of  a  pleasant 
odour.  Having  reachcil  our  bIioto,  wo  iiuickly  disembarked  tho 
load,  and  tho  ass,  cow,  buffalo,  nud  onager  immwlintcly  transiiorted 
it  to  our  plantation. 

Next  morning  wo  were  again  in  the  canoo,  only  Fritz  and  his 
mother  did  not  accompany  us  on  our  third  expedition.  The  work 
which  I  projected  was  certainly  of  no  pleasant  character,  as  I  in- 
tended to  penetrate  into  tho  interior  of  the  whale,  and  (dituin  a 
portion,  if  [<nssiblc,  of  its  enornioUH  solid  intestincH.     Wc  therefore 
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started  by  ourselves,  and  a  fresh  breeze  carried  us  swiftly  townrdfl 
the  islet,  which  we  found  covered  by  a  crowd  of  gulls  and  other 
marine  birds.  They  had  fallen  pell-mell  upon  the  whale,  and 
despising  the  sail  we  bad  taken  care  to  throw  over  the  exposed 
parts,  h&d  already  made  a  copious  breakfast.  We  had  recourse  to 
our  guns  to  drive  away  the  robbers. 

Before  setting  to  work  we  stripped  ourselves  of  our  vests  and 
shirts,  and  then,  like  so  many  butchers,  cut  open  the  monster's 
belly.  I  selected  as  much  of  the  intestines  as  I  thought  would  be 
useful,  cutting  them  into  slices  of  from  six  to  twelve  feet  in  length, 
and  after  thoroughly  cleansing  them  with  sand  and  sea-water  we 
placed  them  in  the  boat. 

"  Ha,  hat"  cried  Ernest,  while  thus  engaged,  "  with  these  skina 
mamma  might  niiike  us  some  splendid  sausages  I" 

The  idea  pleaded  Rudty  immensely.  "  They  would  be  worth 
cutting  into  1 "  said  he. 

And  he  blew  with  all  his  might  into  a  bladder  which  was  not 
less  than  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter. 

The  remainder  of  the  intestines  we  abandoned  to  the  voracious 
birds,  and  after  renewing  our  supply  of  fat  set  sail  for  home;  the 
sun  was  already  sinking,  and  the  approach  of  night  compelled  us 
to  quit  our  prey. 

My  object  in  preparing,  as  we  had  been  doing,  the  intestines  of 
the  whale,  was  to  use  them  instead  of  vessels  for  holding  the  oil  we 
extracted  from  the  lard.  My  little  boys  thought  the  scheme  a  marvel- 
lous one,  and  wei-e  anxious  to  know  what  si^gested  it  to  my  mind. 

"  The  author  of  the  idea,"  said  I,  "  is  Necessity,  that  grand 
moving  principle  of  all  human  industry.  It  is  Necessity  which 
teaches  these  unfortunate  creatures,  living  on  shores  where  no 
timber  grows,  to  supply  its  place  by  other  materials.  It  is  Neces- 
sity which  has  taught  the  Samoyedes  aud  the  Esquimaux  to  con- 
vert the  whale's  bladders  into  casks  and  reservoiis  which  otherwise 
thoy  could  not  have  constnicted ;  and  it  is  Necessity,  moreover, 
which  has  assisted  them  to  discover,  in  the  carcass  of  this  animal, 
a  multitude  of  precious  things  which  the  riches  of  our  more 
favoured  countries  do  not  permit  us  to  appreciate." 

The  whale's  bladders,  and  the  further  preparations  they  must 
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undergo,  were  the  subjects  of  conversation  during  the  rcmaimler  of 
our  Toyage,  and  served  to  beguile  its  tedium.  Wo  also  diKcusHcd 
the  Tarious  uses  which  men  have  made  of  the  intestines  of  animals; 
from  the  yiolin  strings,  whose  melody  inspires  the  young  and 
delights  the  old,  to  the  aerostatic  spheres  by  whose  aid  man  soara 
into  the  clouds ;  balloons,  in  fact^  are  made  of 
the  skin  of  the  bladder.  Ernest,  who  was 
almost  as  well  informed  in  physics  as  in 
iiaturalhistory,then  explained  to  his  brothers 
the  phenomena  of  aeronautic  ascents. 

"  Balloons,"  said  he,  "  can  only  raise  and 
maintain  themselves  in  the  atmosphere  by 
being  much  lighter  than  the  volume  of 
atmospheric  air  which  they  displace." 

"What  makes  them  lighter?"  we  in- 
quired. 

"The  air  which  they  contain,  and  with  which  they  are  inflated, 
IB  in  itself  much  lighter.  It  is  the  phenomenon  of  vossols  tilleil 
^th  atmospheric  air  that  they  maintain  tlicmBclvcs  on  tliu  surface 
of  the  water,  because  atmospheric  air  is  lighter  than  water." 

"How  do  aeronauts  obtain  their  light  air?" 

"  By  heat,  which,  expanding  or  dilating  the  atmospheric  mole- 
cules, necessarily  provitles  that  a  smaller  quantity  will  occupy  any 
given  space.  But  as  this  method  is  not  very  easily  put  into 
practice,  instead  of  heated  air  they  now  employ  hydrogen  gas." 

"  Papa,"  here  interrupted  Rudly,  "  will  you  not  make  me  a 
balloon  out  of  a  piece  of  these  great  bladders?  Oh,  how  I  should 
delight  in  riding  in  a  vessel  inflated  with  gas,  and  crossing  forests 
and  rivers  by  flying  through  space,  like  Dr.  Faustus  astride  on  his 
cloak!" 

I  told  my  would-be  aeronaut  that  there  was  only  one  objection 
to  his  project ;  namely,  that  when  he  had  mounted  his  aerial 
courser,  it  would  assuredly  not  carry  him  up  into  space,  though 
inflated  with  hydrogen,  on  account  of  his  superabundant  weight ; 
and  that  instead  of  a  simple  bladder — to  raise  a  little  fellow,  weigh- 
ing sixty  pounds,  including  his  small  brain — ^a  balloon  twenty- four 
feet  in  diameter  would  be  required. 
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"  However,"  I  added,  "  do  not  let  this  griere  yon,  for  fteroststio 
science  will  be  of  little  advanbi^  to  man  until  he  has  found  some 
meanB  of  guiding  himself  is  the  air.  At  present,  he  can  only  go 
wherever  the  atmospheric  currents  may  waft  him." 

Thus  conversing,  we  re&ched  the  shore,  where  our  good  mother 
received  ua  with  no  very  gracious  welcome.  In  truth,  the  pitiable 
and  repulsive  condition  of  our  attire  almost  provoked  her  to  «nger, 
since  to  clean  and  repair  it  would  be  a  formidable  addition  to  her 
daily  labour. 

I  quieted  and  soothed  her  as  well  as  I  could  by  promising 
marvellous  advantages  from  the  rich  booty  we  hod  secured.  Then 
we  refreshed  ourselves  with  copious  ablutions,  donned  clean  linen 
and  outer  garments,  which  my  provident  wife  had  got  ready  for  as, 
and  all  repaired  in  a  body  to  Rock -House. 
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AY  had  Bcarculy  ilawnetl  when  wo  wera 
"  up  and  doiiigf."  Wo  placed  on  our 
sledge,  n»  a  makeshift  for  a  platTonn, 
tlic  four  caetcB  of  fat,  and  wo  applied 
the  heaviest  pressure  we  could  devise 
to  obtain  the  purest  and  clearest  part 
of  the  oil,  with  which  we  filled  some 
of  the  vessels  I  bad  previously  dried  in 
the  HUH.  The  remainder  was  collected 
in  a  caldron,  and  over  a  stow  fire  rciluccd  to  a  liquid  state.  With 
a  great  iron  ladle  which  we  had  saved  from  the  wreck,  and  had 
originally  intended  for  use  in  the  sugar-rcfinii^,  we  poured  the  oil 
into  the  cai>ks  and  bladders.  These  operations  we  carried  on  at 
some  distance  from  Rock-House,  that  our  residence  might  not  be 
polluted  by  the  fetid  odour  of  the  melted  lard. 

As  soon  as  we  hod  obtained  a  nulEcicnt  supply,  we  got  rid  of  the 
refuse  in  Jackal  River,  where  our  ducks  and  geese  feasted  upon  it  to 
their  evident  satisfaction,  tn  the  same  manner  we  dispose<l  of  the 
sea-birds  which  my  good  wife  had  stripped  of  their  dotvn ;  their 
flesh  pniving  much  too  tough  and  unsovoury  for  us.  The  crabs  were 
less  dainty,  and  wo  profited  by  the  eagerness  with  nhich  they  threw 
themselves  on  this  new  prey  to  rcpleniifh  our  exhausted  basin. 
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Wbile  we  were  engaged  in  disposing  of  our  store  of  oil,  my  wife 
niftJa  a  auggestion  which  Teceived  my  entire  approval — ^namely,  that 
we  should  found  a  new  colony  on  Whale  Island.  That  small 
tongue  of  land  was,  in  truth,  so  rich  and  beautiful,  and  of  so  fertile 
a  soil,  that  it  would  have  been  a  pity  not  to  have  derived  some 
advantage  from  it. 

"  It  is  my  opinion,"  said  my  wife,  "  that  wo  might  easily  estab- 
lish there  a  colony  of  poultry.  There,  at  least,  our  hens  would 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  apes  or  jackals,  those  two  great  enemies 
of  the  poultry-yard.  As  for  the  sea-birds,  tbey  will  soon  give  up 
possession,  if  they  find  we  intend  to  settle  ourselves  in  the  island." 

I  strongly  approved  of  my  wife's  project,  and  it  was  so  warmly 
received  by  my  young  family,  that  they  wanted  to  put  to  sea  with- 
out a  moment's  delay,  and  begin  to  carry  it  into  execution.  The 
day,  however,  was  too  far  advanced.  I  checked  their  ardour,  and, 
to  compose  their  minds,  announced  that  I  wished  in  the  first  place 
to  fulfil  the  promises  I  had  made  on  the  subject  of  the  periagua, 
and  insert  a  machine  to  render  iU  propulsion  easier. 

"Ho,  hoi"  cried  Rudly;  "we  shall  see  the  canoe  dashing 
through  the  waves  of  its  own  accord  1     How  I  shall  rejoice  I " 

"  Of  its  own  accord  I  Come,  come,  you  are  loo  quick.  All  I 
can  undertake,  at  the  ulmost,  is  to  spare  your  arms  a  little  fatigue, 
and  increase  to  some  extent  the  speed  of  our  canoe." 

I  set  to  work  immediately. 

All  my  resources  consisted  of  a  turnspit-wheel  and  the  toothed 
axis  on  which  it  had  revolved.  What  I  constructed  with  such 
materials  was  no  masterpiece  of  invention  or  execution,  but  it  was, 
at  alt  events,  a  machine  which  worked  in  the  desired  direction. 
A  handle  set  it  in  motion,  and  two  large  broad  blades  of  whale- 
bone fixed  at  either  extremity  of  the  iron  axle  corresponded  toler- 
ably well  to  the  paddles  of  a  steam-boat.  On  turning  the  handle, 
the  whalebone  blades  struck  the  surface  of  the  water  in  regular 
rotation,  and  the  boat  moved  forward.  Its  speed  was  in  exact  pro- 
portion to  the  rotatory  movement  communicated  to  the  wheel  and 
axle,  which  made  from  fifteen  to  twenty  revolutions  per  minute. 

It  is  impopsible  for  words  to  describe  the  joy  and  rapture  of  my 
children  when  they  saw  the  canoa  churning  ita  way  through  the 
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-wKters.  They  clapped  tlieir  liamlM,  tliey  looped  niul  tumbled,  while 
Frederick  ai)d  I  made  our  first  voyage,  wtt'criug  in  the  direction  of 
EUfety  Bay.  I  was  myhicU  attUmishcd  at  tlic  rapidity  of  oar  pro- 
gress. We  had  scarcely  regained  the  sliore  before  everybody 
Bprang  on  board,  and  wished  me,  without  landing,  to  make  an  ex- 
Gunion  to  Whale  Inland.  This  I  refused  for  the  lime,  but  pro- 
mised that  next  day  we  would  try  our  machine  out  at  sea,  and  go 
by  water  to  our  farm  at  Pro^peut  Hill,  that  we  might  examine  into 
tlie  condition  of  our  colonics  of  European  animals. 

My  proposal  was  warmly  received.  We  made  at  once  the  necea- 
B>ry  arrangements  for  the  voyage,  got  ready  our  arms  and  provi- 
sions, and  retired  to  bed  earlier  than  usual,  that  we  might  start  the 
sooner  in  the  morning. 


With  the  first  rajB  tf  lif,lii  L^erjhidj  was  stimng  hvea  my 
nife  had  consented  to  join  our  party  and  Bhe  did  not  forget  our 
food  supplies  giving  especial  prominence  to  a  piece  of  whale's 
tongue  wrapped  m  cool  freeh  leaves  which  had  been  cooked  and 
spiced  at  the  recommendation  of  Professor  Ernest  as  a  peculiarly 
delicate  damtv 


M8  THINGS  OP  BEAUTY. 

In  high  spirits  we  pushed  off,  and  the  current  from  Jackal 
River  traimuilly  bore  us  out  to  sea.  The  wind  was  favourable,  and 
everything  promised  a  happy  voyage,  We  soon  came  in  sight  of 
Shark  Island,  and  of  the  sandbank  where  the  whale's  carcass  still 
lay  exposed.  So  admirably  did  our  machine  work,  that  we  quickly 
found  ourselves  in  the  latitude  of  Prospect  Hill. 

I  had  cautiously  kept  at  some  distance  from  the  shore,  so  as  to 
leave  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  our  loaded  boat.  The  distance 
permitted  us  to  embrace  in  one  extensive  panorama  the  m^cally 
beautiful  pictures  invoked  before  our  eyes.  On  one  side  rose 
Falcon's- Nest,  with  its  giant-trecA ;  against  the   horizon,  a  belt  of 


lofty  cliffs  acemcil  to  mingle  with  the  clouds  ;  while,  if  we  direct*,! 
our  gaze  to  nearer  objects,  it  rested  with  delight  on  Whale  Island, 
its  luxuriant  verdure  agreeably  relieving  the  sublime  and  majestic 
oniYormity  of  ocean.     Nor,  as  we  neared  the  shore,  were  we  less 
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cliarmed  with  the  beauty  of  tlie  8ca-\voc(ls  and  aijimtio  plants 
which  flouriBhed  in  the  limpid  waters.  Our  hoart.s  swelled  with 
emotions  of  gratitude  and  adniiratiuii,  and  we  could  not  but  raise 
our  thoughtH  to  the  Almighty  Mak(?r  of  tlio  world. 

Having  arriveil  opposite  the  Monkeys'  Wood,  we  made  the  land 
in  a  convenient  creek,  and  leaped  nsliore  to  renew  our  sn])ply  of 
cocoa-nuts.  With  a  lively  thrill  of  pleasure  we  heard  the  smlden 
clarion  of  our  chanticleers  ring  tlirough  the  groves,  and  proclaim 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  our  farm.  Tlic  welcome,  how- 
ever, reminded  us  somewhat  too  keenly  of  our  native  country, 
where  this  friendly  music  invites  tlie  traveller  to  share  the  hospi- 
tality of  some  peasant's  hut  which  he  has  not  perceived  among  the 
tall  trees  environing  it.  There  was  sometliing  siid  and  yet  consol- 
ing in  the  remembrance  ;  but  I  hasteniMl  by  lively  conversatic»n  to 
dispel  the  mournful  iniag(?s  it  naturally  awakened  in  every  heart. 

After  gathering  along  the  sliorc  a  few  mangrove  plants  to  defend 
our  proposed  colony  at  Wliale  Island  ai^'ainst  the  encroachments  of 
the  waves,  we  resumed  our  voyage.  The  nearer  we  approaclied  to 
Prospect  Hill,  tlie  louder  grew  the  voices  of  our  dt)mestic  animals. 
At  length  wc  <lisembarked,  anrl  jiroceeded  towards  the  fann. 
Everything  was  in  excellent  onler ;  thoui^h  we  were  surprised  at 
the  extreme  wildness  of  the  sheep  and  goats,  who  fled  from  us  like 
timid  hares.  My  boys  started  in  pursuit ;  but  as  the  long-bearded 
fugitives  were  too  nimble  for  them,  they  drew  their  slings  from 
their  pockets,  and  used  them  with  so  much  skill  that  three  or  four 
prisoners  were  soon  handled  over  to  our  custfxly.  A  ration  of  salt 
and  potatc»es  seemed  to  give  them  entire  satisfaction,  and  in  ex- 
change they  furnished  lis  with  several  jars  of  delicioas  milk. 

My  wife  was  desinjus  of  securing  a  few  chickens,  and  a  di.shful 
of  rice  and  oats  speedily  gathered  round  her  the  whole  feathere<l 
company.  She  made  her  selection,  and  the  prisoners,  with 
their  wings  and  feet  securely  fastened,  were  deposited  in  the 
boat. 

We  dined  at  Prospect  Hill.     Our  principal  dish  was  the  cold 

meat  we  had  brought  with  us,  for  the  whale's  tongue  was  unani- 

mouslv    pronouniM'il     diteMabJe,    and    fit     oidv    for    the   coarsest 
•     •  • 

appetites.     Wc  abamloned  it  to  Iluilly's  jackal,  the  only  one  of  the 
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domestic  animalB  which  had  followed  ua.     He  made  n  luxurioua 
meal,  to  judge  by  his  avidity,  while  we  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of 


the  taste  of  rancid  oil  it  had  left  in  our  mouths  by  heveral  hearty 
draughts  of  milk. 

Leaving  my  wife  to  superintend  the  preparations  for  departure, 
I  went  with  Frederick  to  cut  two  bundles  of  sugar-cane.  I  also 
selected  some   shoots  of  the   precious    reed  to  plant  in  Whale 

Weighing  anchor,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  unfastening  the 
cable  with  which  our  boat  was  moored,  we  steered  in  the  direction 
of  Cape  Disappointment,  which  I  intended  to  double ;  but  this 
time,  too,  that  headlsnd  justified  its  name,  and  a  sandbank  pro- 
jecting for  a  considerable  distance  suddenly  arrested  our  course. 
It  was  very  fortunate  that  the  ebb  came  opportunely  to  carry  us 
out  to  the  open  sea,  or  we  might  have  been  wrecked  in  the 
shallows.  I  unfurled  alt  my  canvas ;  we  plied  our  rowing  appa- 
ratus with  increased  vigour ;  and,  thanks  to  a  gentle  wind  blowing 
oS  shore,  arrived  with  tolerable  speed  in  the  latitude  of  Whale 
Island. 

This  portion  of  onr  voyage  was  distinguished  by  a  truly  novel 
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spectacle.  We  thought  we  could  descry  in  the  distance,  and  on  a 
lerel  with  the  waves,  a  mass  of  huge  rocks.  But  by  degrees  the 
mass  seemed  to  divide  into  two  parts,  and  as  we  drew  nearer,  a 
Tariety  of  strange  noises  convinced  us  that  what  we  had  mistaken 
for  reefs  were  two  troops  of  marine  monsters  engaged  in  sanguinary 
battle ;  we  could  see  them  manoeuvre,  dash  against  one  another, 
rend  each  other  in  pieces,  now  advancing,  now  retiring.  We  were 
dumb  with  alarm ;  and  I  need  not  say  that  we  summoned  up  all 
our  energies  to  put  a  considerable  interval  between  ourselves  and 
siich  dangerous  antagonists. 

My  first  care,  when  we  landed  on  our  little  island,  was  to  plant 
the  shrubs  we  had  brought  from  Prospect  Hill;  but  my  little 
oompanions,  on  whose  assistance  I  had  relied,  did  not  consider  the 
work  of  planting  sufficiently  important  for  them,  and  left  me  with 
my  trees,  while  they  went  in  search  of  shells.  My  good  wife 
volunteering  her  services,  we  both  set  to  work ;  but  had  hardly 
begun  before  we  saw  Rudly  hastening  towards  us,  quite  out  of 
breath. 

"  Papa,  papa  I "  he  cried,  **  come  hither,  I  beg ;  I  have  dis- 
covered a  prodigy — the  skeleton  of  a  nianimoth  I  " 

I  could  not  help  laughing,  and  replied :  "  That  I  supposed  his 
mammoth  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  carcass  of  a  whale." 

"  No,  no,"  he  said ;  "  these  are  certainly  no  fish's  spines,  but 
really  and  truly  bones ;  and  besides,  the  waves  have  carried  away 
the  whale's  carcass,  while  my  mammoth  is  much  higher  up  on  the 
sand." 

Rudly  pressed  me  so  earnestly  that  I  consented  to  accompany 
him.  But  on  the  way  we  were  suddenly  stopped  by  another 
wonder. 

"  Run,  run,  run  I "  cried  Frederick,  waving  his  arms  to  expedite 
my  movements ;  "  oh,  come  quickly,  papa,  for  here  is  an  enormous 
turtle  which  we  can  hold  fast  no  longer." 

Arming  myself  with  a  couple  of  stout  oars,  I  hastened  to  their 
assistance,  and  found  Ernest  clinging  to  the  hind-paw  of  a  gigantic 
turtle,  which,  spite  of  all  his  efforts,  had  got  within  a  few  paces  of 
the  sea,  where  he  would  infallibly  have  made  his  escape.  I  was 
just  in  time ;  and  giving  one  of  the  oars  to  Frederick^  we  both 
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managed  bo  cleverly  that  we  oontrived  to  upaet  the  enormoua 
creature,  and  lay  him  on  his  back.  He  was  a  prodigious  capture — 
weighing  at  least  five  hundred  pounds,  and  measuring  not  lesa  than 


eight  feet  and  a  half  in  length.  I  did  not  exactly  see  uE  what  use 
he  would  prove  to  us,  hut  the  position  in  which  we  had  placed  him 
gave  us  leisure  enough  for  refleotioji. 

Meanwhile,  Rudly  had  not  lost  sight  of  his  discovery,  and  at  his 
repeateil  entreaties  we  went  to  inspect  the  supposed  skeleton  of 
the  mammoth. 

I  had  no  difficulty  in  convin  ng  the  I  ttlc  fellow  tl  at  h  s 
mammoth  was  really  and  truly  oi  r  n  1  ale  I  But  t  s  tr  c  that  t 
had  heen  completely  dissected,  and  that  the  sea  h  r  Is  t  a  1  not  left 
the  smallest  fragment  of  skin  or  flesh  pnn  ts  bones  Hence  a  ose 
Rudly's  mistake.  I  showed  hira  our  footpr  ts  st  11  n  p  e  ed  in 
the  sand,  and  some  fragments  of  tl  e  fins  1  I  o  1  al  neglected 
to  pick  up. 

"  But  whslever  set  i/nu  dream  ng  sa  d  I  of  a  nan  oth  h 
skeleton  ?  " 

"  Aa  for  that,"  he  said,  "  the  idea  s  not  m  ne  t  as  suggested 
by  Professor  Ernest ;  it  was  he  who  taught  me  to  believe  in 
mammoths  1  " 

"  Then,  without  further  inquiry  or  reflection,  you  accept  what- 
ever any  one  chooses  to  tell  you,  and  do  not  even  care  to  inqiiiro 
whether  people  have  hcen  laughing  at  you?" 

"  But,  papa,  I  felt  convinced  that  the  occan-wnvcs  had  brought 
this  carcass  hither." 
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"  Exactly ;  and  there  is  your  blunder.  But,  surely,  you  did  not 
require  any  very  large  allowance  of  good  sense  to  perceive  the 
impossibility  of  the  sea^s  carrying  off,  in  one  and  the  same  day, 
the  skeleton  of  a  whale  and  replacing  it  by  that  of  a  mam- 
moth." 

" True ;  I  never  thought  of  that." 

"  Then,  by  way  of  penalty,  you  shall  tell  me  all  you  know 
about  the  mammoth.*' 

"  We  only  know,  respecting  this  animal,  that  its  bony  relics,  of 
enormous  magnitude,  have  been  discovered  embedded  in  the  soil 
in  Arctic  countries." 

"  Really,  you  have  become  quite  a  philosopher  !  I  see  that 
before  Professor  Ernest  began  to  joke  with  you,  he  took  care,  at 
all  events,  to  give  you  some  solid  information." 

I  added  a  few  words  on  the  existence  of  this  antediluvian 
monster,  which  would  seem  to  have  been  an  extinct  species  of  the 
elephant  genus.  But  Rudly's  credulity  cost  him  a  few  quips  and 
sarcasms  from  his  brothers. 

"  What  a  good  boy  is  Rudly !  "  exclaimed  Ernest ;  "  he  had 
swallowed  his  pill  in  a  truly  amusing  manner !  He  has  taken  for 
the  skeleton  of  an  antediluvian  animal  the  carcass  of  a  whale  which 
we  dissected  yesterday  1  " 

"  Well,"  answered  Rudly,  smiling  good-humouredly  under  the 
infliction  of  his  brother's  jokes ;  "  well,  I  am  no  philosopher,  and 
I  thought  fish  had  spines,  and  not  bones ;  certainly,  these  are  not 
spines." 

"  No,  undoubtedly,''  said  I,  "  you  are  not  a  philosopher ;  the 
more's  the  pity,  or  you  would  have  known  that  whales,  and  all 
fish  of  the  same  family,  have  real  bones.  So  have  birds,  men,  and 
all  living  creatures;  only  the  structure  and  composition  vary 
according  to  their  different  destinations.  The  bones  of  fish  are 
formed  of  a  kind  of  oily  matter  lighter  than  water,  which  assists 
them  to  maintain  their  equilibrium  in  the  element  in  which  they 
live.  Birds  have  bones  inflated,  as  it  were,  with  air,  and  adapted 
to  their  voyages  in  the  upper  regions.  As  for  the  terrestrial 
animals,  their  bones  are  more  solid,  because  they  are  intended  to 
support  the  entire  bulk  of  their  body." 

2:^ 
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"  Can  we  not,"  said  Frederick,  eyeing  steadTastly  the  skeleton 
of  the  whale,  "  make  some  use  of  this  mountain  of  bone  ?  " 

"  I  do  not  exactly  see,"  was  my  reply,  "how  we  can  profit  by 
it.  Yet  the  Dutch  manufacture  poata  for  their  meadow-fencea, 
and  even  rustic  chairs,  out  of  this  bone  ;  and  they  are  said  to  have 
a  very  good  effect.  Perhaps,  one  day,  when  we  have  leisure,  we 
might  stt«mpt  the  construction  of  a  chair  of  natural  hiatory  for 
our  museum.  But  there  is  no  hurry;  and,  indeed,  it  will  be  an 
advantage  that  the  sun  and  winds  should  thorouglily  dry  and 
whiten  this  immense  carcass,  which  will  only  be  the  more  suitable 
for  the  various  uses  we  contemplate  making  of  it." 

Thus  discoursing,  we  returned  to  our  plantation  ;  but  I  waa  forceil 
to  own  it  was  too  late  to  finish  the  task  before  night.  We 
covered  with  soil  the  roots  of  the  shrubn  still  remaining,  and 
deferred  to  succeeding  days  the  end  of  this  important  operation. 
We  found  enough  to  do  until  the  time  of  departure  in  attending 
to  our  monster  turtle.  We  first  brought  the  boat  right  opposita 
the  spot  where  it  was  lying  on  its  hack.  Then  arose  the  question. 
How  should  we  get  it  on  board  ?  This  was  a  pazzle  that  kept  us 
for  some  time  silent. 

"  I  have  it !  "  I  exclaimed  suddenly,  striking  my  forehead  with 
my  hand;  "we  are  troubling  ourselves  shout  a  trifle.  Instead 
of  our  carrying  this  monster,  let  us  make  him  convey  ua  back  to 
Rock  House.  A  turtle  makes  a  capital  ocean -charger,  as  Frederick 
and  I  can  very  well  remember," 

The  thought  was  a  happy  one,  and  everybody  capered  merrily. 
I  hastened  to  the  pcriagua;  we  emptied  the  barrel  of  fresh  water 
we  had  brought  with  us,  and,  after  replacing  the  turtle  on  its 
feet,  bound  it  very  securely  to  its  back,  le^t  it  should  plunge 
downwards  into  the  depths,  and  drag  us  after  it.  Our  towing 
apparatus  was  simply  a  rope  passed  through  a  hole  which  we 
boreil  in  its  upper  shell  and  fastened  to  the  bow  of  our  boat ; 
and,  without  losing  a  moment,  we  all  sprang  on  board  just  as  our 
amphibian  darted  into  the  sea. 

I  placed  myself  at  the  bow,  armed  with  a  hatchet,  and  ready  to 
cat  the  cable  at  the  first  indication  of  danger.  We  were  not  com- 
pcHod,  however,  to  resort  to  this  extremity,  and  we  aecompliahcd 
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s  carapace  was  eet  aside  for  the  basin  of  the  fountain 
we  had  constructed  in  the  interior  of  our  grotto  We  found  it  no 
easy  matter  to  clear  out  the  fle«h,  end  subject  it  to  the  vanous 
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preparatory  processes  neoessaty  befure  we  could  use  il  for  uucli  a 
purpose ;  but  when  finished,  it  was  really  a  magnificent  shell,  and 
at  least  six  feet  long  hy  three  feet  broad.  We  cut  up  the  animal 
BO  as  to  save  the  greater  portion  o(  its  substance,  and  it  provided 
us  for  a  considerable  time  with  rich  and  nutritious  soups.  The 
flesh  was  tender,  and  in  taste  not  at  all  unlike  veal. 

Our  professor  and  myself  ransacked  our  brains  for  all  the  facts 
in  natural  history  we  could  remember,  and  both  came  to  the 
conclusion,  that  our  turtle  belonged  to  the  species  known  as  the 
Edible,  or  Green  Turtle  {Ckelonia  tnidas). 

We  had  experienced  so  much  difficulty  in  our  harvesting  pre- 
vious to  the  last  rainy  season,  that  we  resolved,  instead  of  com- 
mitting our  secils  to  the  soil  haphazard  and  without  order,  to  till 
a  suitable  field  which  might  receive  them  all  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  might  come  to  maturity  together.  But  as  our  beasty  of 
burden  were  not  yet  sufficiently  accustomed  to  the  yoke  to  execute 
in  a  proper  manner  the  preparatory  agricultural  operations,  I  was 
compelled  to  defer  thoni  Ui  another  opportunity. 


Meanwhile,  I  undertook  the  construction  of  a  loom  for  our  good 
manageress.  The  frightful  dilapidation  of  our  garments  rendered 
such  a  machine  of  immense  urgency.  Yet  it  was  not  without 
severe  labour  and  anxiety  that  I  rendered  it  capable  of  working. 
True,  it  was  neither  graceful  nor  perfect,  but  it  turned  out  n 
tolerably  good  piece  of  stuff,  which  was  all  we  required.  How  T 
congratulated  myself,  then,  that  in  my  youth  I  had  frequently 
vim't&l  the  ii'orA'shops  of  our  weavers,  and  made  myself  acquainted 
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with  the  details  of  the  manufacture !  As  we  had  no  wheat  flour 
to  make  the  paste  used  by  the  weavers  in  gluing  the  threads  to 
prevent  them  from  becoming  entangled,  I  employed  isinglass  as  a 
substitute,  and  I  can  venture  confidently  to  assert  that  my  method 
was  superior  to  that  of  the  weavers* ;  for  isinglass  preserves  a  degree 
of  humidity  which  common  paste  cannot  retain,  and,  by  using  it, 
one  can  weave  just  as  well  in  a  dry  and  lofty  room  as  in  the  damp 
cellars  where  our  weavers  have  from  time  immemorial  been 
accustomed  to  imprison  themselves. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  window-panes  I  had  fabricated  out 
of  this  material ;  not  adapted,  it  is  true,  to  windows  exposed  to 
the  rain,  but  very  suitable  for  ours,  which,  on  account  of  their  deep 
embrasures,  were  sheltered  from  all  external  dampness. 

I  was  so  encouraged  by  the  success  of  these  two  enterprises  that 
I  resolved  to  attempt  another,  and,  in  poetic  language,  to  add  a 
third  flower  to  my  industrial  crown.  My  young  cavaliers  had 
long  tormented  me  for  saddles  and  stirrups ;  our  beasts  of  burden 
were  in  want  of  yokes  and  collars. 

I  set  to  work,  and  constituted  myself  "  saddler  and  harness- 
maker,"  as  I  had  just  been  "machine-manufacturer,"  and  "glazier." 
The  skins  of  the  kangaroos  and  sea-dogs  furnished  me  with  leather; 
and  for  hair  I  employed  the  vegetable  fibre  with  which  our  Molucca 
pigeons  had  brought  us  acquainted.  But  as,  after  awhile,  this 
fibre  would  have  become  flat  and  hard  under  the  rider,  I  directed 
my  sons  to  curl  it  by  winding  up  several  staples  in  a  twisted  yam 
with  a  winch.  It  was  suffered  to  remain  in  this  position  imtil  it  had 
assumed  the  required  curl ;  then  we  unwound  it,  and  thus  obtained 
a  kind  of  frizzled  hair  as  elastic  as  horse-hair.  In  a  short  time  we 
were  provided  with  saddles,  stirrups,  girths,  bridles,  straps  of  all 
kinds,  collars,  and  yokes,  proportioned  to  the  size  and  strength  of 
the  various  animals  for  which  they  were  intended 

However,  the  buffalo  and  the  bull,  for  whom  we  destined  the 
best  part  of  these  ornaments,  did  not  seem  to  appreciate  them,  and 
but  for  the  iron  rings  in  their  nostrils  by  which  we  managed  to 
guide  them,  I  do  not  think  we  should  ever  have  succeeded  in 
making  them  wear  a  collar  or  support  the  yoke.  At  last  we  con- 
quered;   but   instead   of  harnessing   them   by  the   horns  as  is 
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GUBtomary  in  Gemuuiy  and  France,  I  adopted  the  English  method, 
ftod  placed  the  yoke  on  their  necks.  In  fact,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  it  was  with  their  shoulders  rather  than  with  their  foreheads 
that  0Q7  oxen  did  their  work,  and  our  labours  were  sufficiently 
well  done  to  convince  me  (hat  I  was  not  mistaken. 

These  laboure  were  not  entirely  at  an  end  when  we  were 
visited,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  by  a  shoal  of  herrings.  We 
had  derived  too  much  profit  during  the  wet  season  from 
the  results  of  our  fonuer  fishery  to  neglect  the  present  oppor- 

The  herrings  were  followed  by  the  sea-dogs,  and  these  we  also 
welcomed  for  the  sake  of  their  skins  and  bladders,  which  we  had 
now  learned  to  adapt  to  many  important  uses.  We  killed  from 
twenty  to  twenty-four,  of  different  sizes,  and  turned  to  advantage 
Uieir  fat  and  skin,  abandoning  only  their  hard,  coarse,  and  heavy 
flesh  to  the  crabs  of  the  Jackal  River. 

This  long  continuance  of  sedentary  toil,  however,  proved  in  time 
distasteful  to  my  young  people,  and  they  eagerly  solicited  me  to 
indulge  them  with  a  hunt  in  the  counti-y.  I  still  adjourned  this 
recreation — at  all  events  until  after  the  completion  of  a  task  which 
I  had  long  meditat«d,  and  whoee  need  daily  became  more  urgent. 
I  refer  to  the  luanuiacture  of  some  hampers  and  baskets,  which  had 
become  indispensable  to  our  good  housewife  for  the  storage  of 
seed,  and  fruits,  and  vegetables.  Our  first  attempts  were  below 
mediocrity,  and  the  clumsy  manikins  we  turned  out  were  fit  for 
nothing  else  than  the  reception  of  potatoes.  But  Practice  makes 
Perfect ;  and  when  we  thought  ourselves  sufficiently  experienced  we 
brought  into  use  the  Spanish  reeds  which  had  cost  our  poor  Rudly 
so  dear.  With  these  we  produced  a  few  panniers  and  baskets  with 
handles,  which  answered  their  purpose  admirably  well.  They 
proved  very  valuable  to  us;  and  if  they  had  not  all  the  elegance 
and  firmness  which  more  skilful  hands  might  have  given  them, 
they  were  light  and  solid — the  two  primary  conditions  on  which 
we  insisted. 

My  sons  had  made  a  kind  of  large  hamper  to  hold  our  cassava  : 
in  a  spirit  of  iiin.they  depodted  little  Fritz  in  its  interior,  and 
Itudfy  and  Emeet,  having  passed  a  couple  of  bamboos  through  ita 
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handles,  set  off  runniug  with  him  as  far  as  Family  Bridge,  while 
he  struggled  and  shouted  lustily. 

Frederick,  who  had  heen  looking  on  with  much  amusement, 
turned  to  me,  and  said, — 

"  We  might  take  a  hint  from  this  tiick,  papa.  If,  while  our 
hands  are  in,  we  could  make  a  litter  for  mamma  with  some  of  our 
strongest  reeds,  we  might  induce  her,  perhaps,  to  join  more 
frequently  in  our  distant  excursions." 

"  True,"  I  answered  ;  "  and  a  litter  would  certainly  be  as  com- 
fortable a  conveyance  as  the  back  of  our  old  ass,  and  a  far  easier 
one  than  the  cart." 

The  notion  was  taken  up  by  my  children  with  transports  of  joy. 
But  my  wife,  laughing  gaily,  bade  us  observe  that  she  should  make 
but  a  sorry  figure  in  our  caravans,  seated  in  a  basket !  I  promised, 
however,  that  her  litter  should  be  more  graceful  in  form  than  any 
of  our  recent  contrivances. 

"  We  will  make  you,"  said  I,  "'a  palanquin,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  Persians,  or  the  American  colonists." 

"Mercy!  "  immediately  exclaimed  Master  Ernest.     "  A  palan 
quin    pre-supposes   slaves    to    carry    it,    and    then    woe    to    our 
shoulders  I  " 

"  Be  not  afraid,  boys,"  replied  the  good  mother,  "  I  will  never 
take  you  for  my  slaves ;  and  if  I  consent  to  trust  myself  on  some 
future  occasion  in  the  machine  you  are  projecting,  it  will  only  be 
when  you  have  the  means  of  placing  it  on  broader  and  stronger 
shoulders  than  yours." 

"  I  think  we  are  troubling  ourselves  very  needlessly,"  remarked 
Rudly;  " have  we  not  the  bull  and  the  buffalo?  Master  Light- 
ning, my  servant,  will  do  all  that  may  be  required  of  him,  and  I 
answer  beforehand  for  his  perfect  docility  and  good- will." 

I  warmly  approved  of  this  idea,  and  complimented  upon  it  our 
hasty  young  fellow,  who  was  not  always  wont  to  enunciate  such 
sensible  and  practicable  notions. 

We  immediately  applied  ourselves  to  the  construction  of  the 
palanquin.  The  two  animals  were  brought  upon  the  ground ;  and 
Rudly  and  little  Fritz,  who  usually  attended  them,  and  whose 
voices  they  knew  perfectly,  were   commissioned  to  make  them 
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understand,  as  far  as  was  possible,  what  we  expected  from  them. 
We  substituted  for  their  ordinary  harness  a  network  of  ropes  and 
Rtraps,  intended  to  support  at  the  side  a  couple  of  shafts.  Between 
these  we  slung  a  great,  oblong  pannier,  which  was  immediately 
honoured  with  the  title  of  "  palanquin,"  and  w^herein  Ernest  was 
placed  to  test  its  convenience  and  security.  Rudly  mounted 
Lightning,  and  little  Fritz  Thunder,  and,  at  the  word  of  com- 
mand, they  trotted  off,  like  two  docile  animals.  At  first  they  pro- 
gressed easily,  and  the  pannier,  nicely  balanced,  swung  as  lightly  as 
any  Oriental  litter  suspended  on  springs  of  steel.  But  Master 
Rudly  had  no  intention  of  treating  his  brother  to  an  excursion  of 
pleasure  or  a  chariot-ride ;  he  meditated  playing  him  a  trick.  So, 
on  a  preconcerted  signal  between  him  and  Fritz,  the  two  mis- 
chievous postilions  whipped  up  their  steeds,  which  4jroke  into  a 
gallop,  and  subjected  poor  Ernest  to  a  new  and  grotesque  kind  of 
punishment,  as  at  every  bound  of  the  animals  he  was  violently 
bumped.  The  joke  was  rough,  but  not  dangerous ;  and  we  found 
it  impossible  to  refrain  from  laughing  at  the  contortions  of  our 
phlegmatic  Ernest. 

"  Hallo  there !  "  he  cried,  to  the  conductors ;  '^  hallo  there ! 
Stop  !     Stop  !  " 

But  they  turned  a  deaf  ear  both  to  his  commands  and  entreaties, 
and  the  poor  victim  was  compelled  to  endure  his  punishment  all  the 
time  they  were  galloping  to  the  edge  of  Jackal  River.  You  may 
conceive  his  indignation,  and  the  reproaches  he  poured  out  on  his 
brothers,  when  he  leaped  to  the  ground;  and  the  quarrel  would,  per- 
haps, have  proved  serious,  had  I  not  intervened  at  the  right 
moment.  This  passing  cloud,  however,  did  not  disturb  our 
domestic  peace.  I  reprimanded  Rudly,  and  Ernest  was  soon  so 
completely  pacified  that  I  saw  him  assisting  his  brother  to  un- 
harness the  buffalo,  and  lead  him  back  to  the  stable.  He  even 
came  for  a  handful  of  salt,  to  regale  the  poor  animal  which  had  been 
the  innocent  instrument  of  his  mvstification. 
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"  I  don't  know  what  it  can  be,"  I  answered  ; 
in  tho  etallti,  resting  themselves  aftee  their  t 
palanquin." 

"  Very  probably,"  remarked  my  wife,  "  it  if 
sheep,  or  perhaps  our  bow  has  rccommcnccil  lit 
lierself  in  the  sand." 

"  No,  no,  no,"  said  Frederick,  earnestly ;  "  'tis  something  extra- 
ordinary, I  tell  you;  r  can  see  by  its  movements.  In  order  to 
advance,  the  animal  alternately  rolls  and  unrolls  itself.  I  see  the 
rings  which  its  body  forms.  Stop  I  it  is  now  upright ;  it  looks  just 
like  a  maul  raised  above  the  dust.  It  advances — it  pauses — it  is 
moving  again — hut  I  cannot  make  out  its  feet  or  legs." 

My  wife  was  frightened  by  this  description.  I  ran  for  a  tele- 
scope which  we  hod  saved  from  the  wreck,  and  then  directed  my 
gaze  in  the  direction  of  the  cloud  of  dust. 

"I  can  SCO  plainly,"  observed  Frederick,  "that  tho  creature, 
whatever  it  may  be,  has  a  green  body.  What  do  you  tliiiik  of 
it,  father?" 
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"  I  think  that,  withont  losing  a  moment,  we  must  retreat  into 
our  grotto,  and  cloae  up  every  avenue  or  opening." 
"  What  do  you  think  it  may  be,  then  ?  " 
"  A  serpent,  Frederick  !     Tee,  I  am  sure  o[  it;" 
"  Hurrah,  then,  for  a  fight !     I  won't  be  the  last  to  present  it 
with  our  compliments.      Our  artillery  will  be   of  good  service 
novf." 

"  I  hope  so ;  but  not  an  open  field  as  you  seem  to  adviw.  The 
serpent  is  an  enemy  so  well  defended  by  its  peculiar  structure  that 
we  must  not  fight  it  until  we  have  secured  a  safe  position 

Frederick  did  not  a[.  pear  verv  well  satisfied  wilh  my  prudence ; 
but  we  all  hastened  to  our  grotto  and  prepared  to  receive  the  foe. 
That  it  was  a  boa  constrictor  I  could  no  longer  doubt  and  it 
advanced  so  swiftly 
that  ne  had  no  time 
to  remove  the  tim- 
bers of  our  Indge, 
and  put  Jackal 
River  between  it 
and  us  We  watch- 
cl  its  mo\ement8 
'  closely  and  it  was 
not  without  a  feel- 
ing of  dread  ve  saw 
it  roll  along  the 
shore  its  enormous 
coils  At  intervals 
It  reared  its  huge 
crest  fully  fifteen 
to  twenty  feet  above 
the  ground,  turning 
its  head  slowly  to 
the  right  and  to  the 
left,  as  if  examining 
the  neighbourhood  in  quest  of  prey ;  and  incessantly  darting  from 
its  open  jaws  its  long  and  forked  tongue. 

Having  crossed  the  bridge,  it  moved  .towards  our  grotto.     We 
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had  barricaded  as  stoutly  as  possible  the  door  and  every  opening, 
and  retired  into  the  pigeon-house  by  an  inner  passage  which  we 
had  long  ago  constructed,  and  which  now  proved  very  useful. 
Through  the  lattice-work  projected  the  muzzles  of  our  guns,  and 
we  stood  with  our  fingers  on  their  triggers,  closely  observing  every 
movement  of  the  enemy.  A  deep  hush  prevailed  among  us  ; — it 
was  the  silence  of  terror. 

Meanwhile,  the  boa,  in  its  advance,  instinctively  became  aware 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  man,  and  we  remarked  that  it  seemed  to 
hesitate.  Again  it  moved  forward,  until,  either  by  accident  or 
because  it  detected  some  alteration  in  the  locality,  it  stretched  its 
huge  bulk  right  in  front  of  our  grotto,  at  about  thirty  paces  dis- 
tant. Scarcely  had  it  taken  up  this  position  before  Ernest,  from  a 
feeling  of  fear  rather  than  from  any  martial  ardour,  pulled  the 
trigger  of  his  gun,  and  before  it  was  time  gave  a  false  signal. 
Rudly  and  Fritz  followed  his  example ;  and  my  wife,  to  whom  the 
danger  lent  a  courage  beyond  that  of  her  sex,  and  who  handled  a 
musket  like  ourselves,  also  fired. 

The  monster  reared ;  but  whether  because  the  shots  had  missed 
it,  or  because  its  scales  were  impenetrable  to  them,  it  seemed 
to  us  unwoundcd.  Frederick  and  I  then  took  careful  aim,  but 
with  no  better  success,  for  we  had  the  mortification  to  see  the 
creature  recoil  itself,  and  glide  with  incredible  rapidity  towards 
Duck's  Marsh,  where  it  disappeared  among  the  reeds. 

A  general  shout  accompanied  its  disappearance.  We  felt  our- 
selves relieved  from  an  enormous  weight,  the  presence  of  the 
monster  had  so  oppressed  us.  We  once  more  began  to  speak  ; 
everybody  claimed  the  merit  of  a  careful  shot ;  yet  it  was  certain 
that  if  all  of  us  had  been  skilful,  the  enemy  had  been  more  skilful, 
for  it  had  escaped  from  the  field  without  a  wound.  We  were 
all  agreed  as  to  its  immense  proportions,  but  not  as  to  the  colours  of 
its  skin,  each,  on  that  point,  giving  free  vent  to  his  imagination. 
I  allowed  my  children  to  chatter  as  they  pleased,  that  their 
thoughts  might  be  diverted  from  the  difficulties  of  our  position. 
The  neighbourhood  of  the  boa  still  caused  me  a  keen  anxiety,  for 
I  could  think  of  no  means  of  conqueiing  it ;  against  so  formidable 
an  enemy  our  united  strength  was  insufficient.      Meanwhile,  1 
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ordered  all  ray  family  to  remnm  within  the  grotto,  and  forbade 
them  to  open  the  door  without  njy  express  permission. 

For  three  days  our  dread  of  this  terrible  neighbour  kept  ub  im- 
prisoned; three  days  of  alarm  and  anguish,  during  which  I  would 
not  suffer  the  least  infraction  of  the  rule  I  had  eetablished.  The 
interior  service  of  the  grotto  was  the  sole  consideration  which 
oocuBionally  induced  me  to  relax  my  severity,  and  then  we  con- 
fined our  movements  to  the  space  of  a  few  yards  before  the  door, 
or  as  far  as  the  reservoir  of  the  fountain. 

The  monster  gave  no  indication  of  its  presence,  and  we  should  have 
thought  it  had  disappeared,  either  by  crossing  Duck's  Marsh  or  by 
some  defile  in  the  rocks  unknown  to  ourselves,  but  for  the  restlesa- 
ness  and  agitation  which  still  prevailed  among  our  water-fowl. 
We  sow  them  every  evening,  as  night  approached,  taking  their 
flight  along  the  shore,  and  directing  their  course,  with  shrill  cries, 
towards  Shark  Island,  as  to  a  safer  asylum  than  the  lake. 

My  embarrassment  now  increased  daily,  and  the  motionlessncss 
of  the  enemy  only  rendered  our  position  the  more  painful  by 
affording  us  abundant  leisure  to  reflect  upon  it.  We  were  too 
weak  a  force  to  take  the  field  and  march  direct  upon  Duck's  Marsh, 
Such  an  expedition  would  have  cost  the  lives  of  one  or  more  of  us. 
Our  dogs  were  equally  powerlesa;  and  to  have  exposed  our  beasts 
[if  burden  only  for  a  moment  would  have  been  an  useless  sacriflee. 
On  the  other  hand,  our  stock  of  provisions  diminished  visibly,  and 
the  season  was  not  suPficiontly  far  advanced  to  justify  our  encroach- 
ing upon  our  winter  riches.  Id  a  word,  we  were  in  a  most  deplor- 
able condition,  when  Heaven  came  to  our  aid.  The  instrnment 
which  it  made  use  of  to  save  ua  was  our  poor  old  ass;  that  mild 
and  patient  animal  became  the  assurance  of  our  safety. 

Tlie  forage  which  we  had  by  us  in  reserve  diminished  rapidly : 
we  had  to  support  the  cow,  for  she  contributed  to  our  subsistence ; 
hut  what  could  we  do  with  the  other  animals?  I  resolved  to  give 
them  their  liberty,  and  leave  them  to  find  their  own  food.  What- 
ever might  be  the  inconvenience  of  this  plan,  it  was  assuredly  pre- 
ferable to  seeing  us  all  die  of  hunger,  shut  up  in  the  grotta.  I 
considered  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  they  would  not  only 
obtain  food  but  be  quite  safe  from  the  boa,  while  it  remained 
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buried  among  the  reedR.  But  I  was  unvrilling  thej  sLould  pursue 
in  their  migration  the  asual  route  across  Fuuiily  Bridge,  for  I 
fe&red  it  might  arouKe  the  enemy.  I  thought  of  the  ford  where 
we  had  first  crossed  the  river,  and  determined  to  effect  a  passage 
there.  We  tied  our  animaiR  together,  and  Frederick,  the  boldest 
and  bravest  of  our 
company,  volun- 
teered to  lead  them, 
luotiuted  on  the 
onager,  while  I 
superintended  the  I 
march,  and  saw  j 
that  they  preserveil 
good  order,  I  bade 
my  son,  at  the  first 
indication  of  the 
serpent's  presence, 
to  fly  full  gallop 
towards  Pal  con 's- 
Nest.     As  for  the 

mitted  them  to 
the  care  of  Provi- 
dence. I  proposed 
to  take  up  my  own 
station  on  a  rook 
overlooking  Duck's  H"y,  to  discover  the  hoa'n  retreat,  if  [wssible ; 
and  in  case  of  his  advancing  to  the  attack,  to  retire  to  the  grotto, 
where  a  well-directed  volley  might  rid  m  of  him. 

We  loaded  oil  our  fire-arms.  My  younger  sons  were  posted  as 
sentinels  in  the  pigcon-housc,  and  clirccted  to  watch  every  move- 
ment 01  the  enemy,  while  Frederick  and  I  began  to  arrange  our 
train  of  animals  -,  but  a  niisundei'standing  suddenly  upset  all  my 
plans.  My  wife,  who  was  stationed  at  the  door,  did  not  wait  for 
the  signal,  and  threw  it  open  beforn  all  the  animals  were  yoked. 
'ITiree  days'  rest  and  abundant  food  had  inspired  our  ass  with  n 
strength  and  energy  beyond  his  age ;  and  the  moment  a  ray  of 
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daylight  peaetrated  the  shadows  of  our  grotto,  he  darted  out  like 
an  arrow,  and  was  far  away  in  the  plain  before  we  were  sensible 
of  his  departure.  The  gambols  which  he  then  indulged  in  were  sn 
IndJcroug  that  we  burst  into  a  fit  of  laughter.  Frederick,  nioanted 
on  his  onager,  would  fain  have  gone  in  pursuit ;  but  aa  he  bttd 
taken  the  direction  of  the  marsh,  I  would  not  allow  him,  and  wo 
contented  ourselves  with  adopting  every  means  of  persuasion  we 
could  think  of  to  induce  his  retarn.  We  called  him  by  his  name ; 
we  sounded  the  horn  with  which  we  announced  to  our  cattle  the 
hour  of  repast ;  but  all  was  in  vain  I    The  intractable  fellow  thought 


only  of  enjoy  ng  1  s  1  bcrtj  ad  as  if  mpelled  by  some  fatal  tv 
proceeded  w  th  many  a  bound  an  1  leap  towa  ds  tl  e  Duck  a  Marsh 
What  a  hhu  Ider  thr  lied  tl  ougl  eve  ^  I  ca  t  hen  suddenly 
saw  the  bornble  serpent  rear  its  crest  above  the  reeds  I  Brandish- 
ing its  triple-forked  tongue,  it  darted  in  the  direction  of  the  asa, 
which,  poor  boast  I  seeing  his  fatal  mistake,  brRyed  loudly,  and 
took  to  flight ;  but  neither  his  braying  nor  his  legs  availed  him 
against  his  terrible  enemy.  In  less  than  a  minute  he  was  seized, 
entangled,  and,  as  it  were,  crushed  in  the  enormous  folds  of  the 
monster'a  body. 
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My  wife  and  children  uttered  a  simultaneous  shriek  of  horror, 
and  we  retreated  hastily  into  the  grotto,  whence  we  could  see  the 
dreadful  struggle  between  the  ass  and  the  boa.  My  boys  would 
fain  have  fired,  and  rescued,  by  a  well-delivered  volley,  our  poor 
servant  from  the  deadly  embrace  of  his  antagonist.  I  prevented 
them. 

"What  will  your  musketry  effect?"  said  I;  "the  boa  is  too 
busy  with  its  prey  to  be  terrified  into  releasing  him ;  while  if  you 
are  lucky  enough  to  wound  it,  who  will  say  that  you  would  then 
escape  the  consequences  of  its  fury  ?  Undoubtedly,  the  loss  of  our 
ass  is  a  misfortune ;  but,  I  hope,  it  will  save  us  from  a  greater 
one.  Let  us  remain  here  in  safety,  and  before  long  the  monster 
will  fall  into  our  hands,  defenceless  and  incapable  of  injury.  Only 
wait  until  it  has  swallowed  its  victim." 

"  But  we  shall  then  have  a  very  long  time  to  wait,"  exclaimed 
Rudly.  "  The  ugly  brute  will  not  swallow  our  poor  ass  at  one 
mouthful,  I  suppose,  and  it  will  be  horrible  to  see  it  rending  him 
limb  by  limb." 

"  The  serpent  does  not  rend  its  prey,"  I  answered ;  "  its  teeth 
are  only  fitted  to  seize  it,  and  when  it  has  killed  the  ass,  it  will 
swallow  it  at  a  single  gulp  I  " 

"What!"  cried  little  Fritz,  his  voice  half  choked  by  terror, 
"  can  a  serpent  swallow  its  prey  at  one  mouthful  ?  Is  this  one 
poisonous  ?  " 

"  No,"  I  answered,  "  the  boa  is  not  venomous ;  but  is  not  less 
terrible  on  this  account.  It  is  gifted  with  prodigious  strength ; 
and  when  it  has  rendered  itself  master  of  an  animal,  whatever  may 
be  the  latter's  size,  it  crushes  it,  pounds  together  flesh  and  bones, 
and  buries  the  whole  in  its  stomach." 

"  Impossible  I  "  said  Rudly ;  "that  boa  could  never  cinish  our 
ass  and  engulf  him  in  its  throat ;  for  he  is  much  larger." 

"  Impossible,  do  you  say,  Rudly  ?  "  exclaimed  Frederick ;  "  why, 
look,  the  monster  is  already  at  work ;  see  how  he  crushes  and 
tortures  our  poor  servant  I  Observe :  it  kneads  and  pounds  the 
body  into  a  suitable  size  for  swallowing,  just  as  we  do  with  a 
mouthful  of  bread." 

With  hideous  ardour  the  boa  completed  its  preparations  for  a 


S6B  QOLIATH  OYEBPOWBREa 

laxurious  banquet.  My  wife  wan  so  frightened  that  ithe  conid  no 
longer  eodurc  the  painful  spectacle,  and  withdrew  into  the  recesses 
of  the  grotto  with  little  Fritz,  whom  she  did  not  wish  to  grow 
aGcnstomed  at  so  early  an  age  to  the  image  of  carnage.  I  was 
glad  ahe  did  so,  for  every  moment  the  sight  grew  more  horrible, 
and  I  could  scarcely  bear  it  myself .  The  aua  was  dead;  we  had 
heard  bis  lost  hee-hatva  choked  by  the  boa,  and  could  distinctly 
hear  the  snapping  and  cracking  of  his  bones.  The  monster,  to 
increase  its  power,  had  coiled  its  tail  round  a  rocky  projection, 
which  gave  oil  its  efforts  the  force  of  a  lion  -,  and  we  saw  it  knead 
the  shapeless  mass  into  a  soft  and  plastic  paste,  so  to  speak,  in  which 
we  coold  only  recognize  the  poor  animars  head,  all  bleeding,  and 
covered  with  wounds. 

The  monster  having  completed  its  preparations  disposed  itself 
to  enjoy  its  victory,  and  swallow  its  meal.  It  placed  before  it 
the  pounded  mass,  which  it  covered  with  a  viscous  slime;  then, 
extending  along  the  ground  the  whole  length  of  its  body,  dis- 
tended its  jaws  to  their  extreme  width,  and  began  to  swallow  it. 
It  seized  the  ass  by  its  hind  feet;  then,  little  by  little,  and  with 
great  effort,  the  remains  of  the  slaughtered  animal  disappeared  in 
the  serpent's  asophagus.  The  latter  pau.sed  at  frequent  intervals ; 
and,  in  truth,  one  would  say  that  there  was  as  much  toil  as  plea- 
sure in  the  operation,  though  it  was  rendered  easier  by  the  quantity 
of  saliva  with  which  it  covered  its  prey.  Nevertheless,  we  ob- 
served that  as  the  work  advanced,  the  animal  lost  more  and 
more  of  its  strength  and  eoergy ;  so  that  when  it  arrived  at  the 
head  of  the  ass,  which  it  had  forgotten  to  knead  and  cmsh  like 
the  rest,  it  was  compelleil  to  stop,  and  fell  into  a  complete  state  of 
torpor. 

So  protracted  had  been  the  process  that,  though  it  had  Ix^nn 
at  seven  in  the  morning,  it  was  not  terminated  until  noon. 

As  soon  as  I  saw  the  animal  was  perfectly  motionless,  I  ex- 
claimed : — 

"  Now,  then,  my  sons — forward!  forward  !  We  can  easilv  make 
a  conquest  of  the  giant" 

With  my  gun  ready  cockeil  I  nisheil  from  the  grotto,  followed 
fy  Frederiik  and  Rudly;  Ernest,  naturally  of  a  more  timid  dis- 
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position,  lingered  in  the  rear.  I  thought  it  prudent  to  disoemble 
my  perception  of  bis  intentional  delay,  as  there  might  be  some 
danger  in  compelling  the  lad  against  his  will  to  approach  an  enemy 
whose  appearance  was  tttill  formidable.  Fritz  and  bis  mother 
remained  in  the  grotto. 

I  discovered,  ivben  I  drew  near  the  monster,  that  my  conjectures 
as  to  its  genua  were  correct,  and  that  it  was  the  boa- constrictor  of 
naturalists.  It  raii^ed  its  bead  in  my  direction,  and  after  casting 
upon  us  a  glance  of  powerless  rage,  let  it  sink  back  again. 

We  baited  at  about  twenty  paces,  and  Frederick  and  I  fired  at 
tbe  same  time.  Our  two  charges  entered  tlic  creature's  head ; 
but  tbey  were  not  fatal,  and  its  eyes  sparkled  with  a  final  gleam 
of  rage.     Two  pistol  shots,  delivered  from  a  nearer  stand-point, 


completed  our  task ;  its  tail  uncoiled  itself  on  the  sand,  and  it  lay 
atretcheil  before  us  like  the  trunk  of  an  enonnous  tree.  Rudly, 
however,  wished  to  share  in  tbe  victory,  and  approaching  the 
monster,  fired  into  its  body  the  contents  of  his  pistol.  The  shock 
produced  a  kind  of  galvanic  motion,  and  the  tail  being  suddenly 
raised,  knocked  Rudly  over ;  be  escaped,  however,  with  nothing 
woree  than  a  fright. 

Immediately  we  raised  a  song  of  victory,  and  shouted  so  lustily 
and  so  enthusiastically  as  to  bring  ErneHt,  Fritz,  and  my  wife  upon 
the  scene. 

"  What  an  uproar  you  have  made  !  "  she  exclaimed,  for  she  still 
suffered  from  her  nervous  panic ;  "  one  would  have  thought  it 
was  a  troop  of  savages  after  some  deadly  combat." 
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"  And  it  was,  indeed,"  I  answered,  "a  deadly  combat;  and  we 
hav6  good  reason  to  rejoice  after  eo  important  a  victory,  which 
rescues  us,  in  my  opinion,  from  no  Hgiit  danger.  Not  to  uh,  how- 
ever, belongs  the  honour ;  to  God  be  all  the  praiws  and  glory,  for 
it  is  His  liand  which  has  saved  us." 

"  For  my  part,"  said  Frederick,  "  I  must  own  that  during  the 
last  three  days  I  have  suffered  iutensely  from  fear  and  anxiety. 
At  length  we  can  breathe  freely ;  but  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  our  poor  ass,  who  devoted  himself  for  us,  as,  of  old,  Curtiua 
sacrificed  his  life  for  the  salvation  of  the  Roman  people." 

"  And  thus,"  added  Ernest,  "  those  things  which  we  value  the 
least  often  prove,  in  this  world,  to  be  the  most  useful." 

"  Poor  di;nr  old  ass  I  "  exclaimed  little  Fritz,  with  a  melancholy 
air  and  in  a  plaintive  voice,  "  we  shall  no  longer  go  riding  upon 
his  back." 

"  It  is  true,  my  hoy,"  said  his  mother,  "  we  must  regret  him  as 
a  good  and  faithful  servant ;  but  if  our  safety  could  oiily  be  Kecure<l 
by  the  sacrifice  of  one  of  our  animals,  let  us  thank  Heaven  that 
the  one  selected  was  the  one  we  could  best  dispeuse  with.  He 
was  already  old  and  feeble,  and  it  is  probable  that,  before  long,  wo 
should  have  been  compelled  to  get  rid  of  him.  The  dragon  has 
only  shortened  his  life  by  a  few  months ;  but  bis  end  was  not  the 
less  horrible." 

Fritz  noticed  the  new  expression  employed  by  his  mother  to 
designate  the  boa. 

"  Mamma,"  said  he,  "  has  called  the  monster  a  dragon ;  is  it  a 
dragon  like  those  which  anciently  lived  in  Switzerland?" 

"A  wise  remark,"  I  exclaimed,  "for  so  small  a  head  I  The  dragons 
of  which  we  read  in  the  chronicles  anil  old  national  aonga  of  our 
mountains  have  never  existed,  save  in  the  imagination  of  the  poets 
who  hymned  them.  Their  wings  are  a  fable,  which,  however,  is 
explained  by  the  rapid  movements  of  the  boa,  and  of  these  you 
yourselves  have  had  sufficient  proof." 

"  But,"  replied  Fritz,  "  do  people  eat  serpents  ?  Because  if  they 
do,  there  is  meat  enough  here  to  last  us  for  a  week  !  " 

"  Oh,  horrid!  "  we  all  exclaimed,  with  an  expression  of  infinite 
disgust. 
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'*  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  do  with  it,"  observed  Frederick, 
"  is  to  empale  it." 

"  Just  so,"  said  Rudly ;  "  and  we  will  plant  it  before  oar  thresh- 
old to  keep  at  a  distance  the  dangerous  beasts  which  might  other- 
wise approach  it." 

"But  it  would  also  drive  away  our  domestic  cattle,"  added 
Frederick.  "  No ;  its  place  should  be  in  our  library,  where  it  will 
figure  handsomely  along  with  the  branches  of  coral  and  curious 
shells  we  have  collected." 

"  And,"  said  Ernest,  laughing,  "  along  with  the  ginseng,  that 
sacred  herb  of  the  Chinese." 

I  pretended  to  reproach  our  young  professor  for  treating  our 
infant  museum  with  so  much  contempt ;  but  while  I  was  exerting 
myself  to  prove  that  tlie  richest  and  most  beautiful  collections  had 
all  begun  on  as  small  a  scale  as  our  own,  my  wife  reminded  me  of 
Fritz's  question  in  reference  to  the  eatableness  of  the  serpent's 
flesh. 

"  ITie  boa,"  I  said,  "  is  not  venomous ;  but  even  if  it  were,  it 
might  be  eaten  without  danger.  The  rattlesnake  is  eaten,  though 
it  is  the  most  poisonous  of  reptiles ;  and  many  savage  tribes  feed 
upon  the  animals  brought  down  by  their  envenomed  arrows." 

"  It  does  not  matter,"  replied  my  wife ;  "  I  should  never  have 
the  courage  to  taste  it." 

"  Prejudice  !  all  prejudice  I  And  I  assure  you  that  I  would  not 
hesitate  to  eat  a  slice  of  boa,  if  I  had  no  other  food.  However,  to 
the  viands  of  savages  I  own  I  very  much  prefer  those  dishes  more 
in  harmony  with  European  habits." 

This  was  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  lesson  to  my  sons  on 
the  natural  history  of  serpents,  and  I  replied  with  much  pleasure 
to  the  numerous  questions  they  put  to  me  respecting  them.  I 
told  them  that  some  pigs  left  one  day  on  the  shore  of  a  North 
American  island  infested  by  rattlesnakes  had  completely  annihil- 
ated them. 

Ernest  inquired  if  it  were  true  that  the  serpent  really  possessed 
the  faculty  attributed  to  it  by  many  writers  of  fascinating  the 
birds  which  fluttered  within  its  reach,  and  killing  them  by  ita 
breath. 
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"Men  of  undoubted  sobriety  of  judgment,"  I  replied,  "have 
shared  in  this  belief ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  sole  magic  of  tbe 
rattlesnake  lies  in  the  terror  it  inspires  in  ite  feathered  Tictimn, 
and  that  in  its  supposed  process  of  fascination  its  breath  does  not 
perform  any  part. 

"  Besides,"  I  added,  "  we  meet  in  Africa  with  a  bird  called  the 
Secretary  Bird — in  reference  to  a  feather  which  it  carries  in  its  ear, 
like  certain  scribes — and  which  plays  such  hnvoc  among  serpents  as 
effectually  to  coDtradict  the  power  of  fascination  popularly  attri- 
buted to  the  latter." 


Afterwards  I  explained  to  my  young  auditors  the  manner 
in  which  was  disposed  the  venom  carried  by  poisonous  ser- 
pents. 

"  To  the  lower  jaw,"  said  I,  "  two  small  bags  are  suspended,  and 
two  inferior  teeth,  long  and  pointed,  corresponding  to  them,  are 
concealed  in  or  ejected  from  the  gums  at  the  animal's  pleasure. 
When  it  would  only  bite  or  seize  its  prey,  it  makes  no  use  of  these 
fangs:  whea  it  would  kill,  it  raises  them;  their  points  penetrate 
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the  bags  of  poison,  which  flows  into  a  kind  of  channel  in  the  centre 
of  each  tooth,  and  thence  exudes  into  the  wound  made  by  these 
same  teeth  in  the  reptile's  prey/* 

I  also  spoke  of  the  Spectacled  Snake  (^Serpent  a  lunettes), 
which  the  Indian  jugglers  train  to  dance  to  the  sound  of 
music,  much  to  the  admiration  of  the  ignorant  people  for  whom 
the  sight  is  intended.  In  a  word,  I  related  all  that  I  knew  con- 
cerning serpents  great  or  small,  injurious  or  harmless.  This 
lecture,  whose  special  merit  was  the  presence  of  the  boa,  greatly 
interested  my  young  pupils ;  but  as  it  would  not  have  quite  so 
much  attraction  for  my  readers,  who  have  probably  never  met  with 
a  boa  except  in  a  menagerie,  I  terminate  my  notes  of  it  to  resume 
the  history  of  our  adventures. 

After  the  three  days  of  anxiety  we  had  endured  in  the  confine- 
ment of  our  grotto,  we  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  the  pleasure  of 
breathing  freely ;  it  was  a  second  deliverance,  and  almost  as  im- 
portant as  that  of  the  shipwreck.  One  never  feels  so  keenly  the 
happiness  of  living  as  after  a  danger  to  which  one  has  nearly  fallen 
a  victim. 

We  had  now  to  decide  what  should  be  done  with  the  boa.  I 
sent  Frederick  and  Rudly  to  the  grotto,  with  orders  to  harness  the 
two  buffaloes.  I  remained  with  Ernest  and  little  Fritz  in  guard 
of  our  capture,  to  defend  it  against  the  birds  of  prey  already  at- 
tracted to  the  scene,  as  I  was  desirous  of  preserving  its  brilliant  robe. 

When  we  were  alone  I  reprimanded  Ernest  for  the  timidity  he 
had  displayed  in  the  attack  on  the  serpent;  and  by  way  of  punish- 
ment, I  jocosely  commanded  him  to  prepare  an  epitaph  for  our 
poor  ass.  The  penalty  was  really  a  pleasure  for  our  professor,  who 
invanably  composed  all  our  New  Year  congratulations  and  anni- 
versary madrigals.  He  set  to  work,  and  after  sitting  for  about  ten 
minutes  with  his  head  upon  his  hands,  he  rose,  and  with  an  air 
half-timid,  half -confident,  recited  the  following  lines : — 

EPITAPH. 

Written  in  French  by  Doctor  Ernest, 

Ici  repose  nn  Ane,  laborienx  scrviteur, 

Leqael,  pour  avoir  6t4  one  scale  foU  d^sob^issant, 

S'est  Tu  d^vorer  par  un  horrible  scrpenfc. 
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Un*  fMnQte.  ptra,  mtn,  ct  qn^tn  [irQoiu. 
NtDfngte  nr  celts  eols  dtaertB, 

Flnot  po«ir  1*  wnm  d'nna  mon  cnulla 

Eimttilitd:— 

Who  ODcafalimuUT'i  oiAen  dlsohereil. 

A  lunllj,  wneked  upon  tUi  deurt  ihore. 
Father,  iind  mother,  uid  four  hopeful  niiu. 


"Admirable  I  "said  I,  laughing;  "hereare  eight  lines,  and  four  of 
them  have  as  many  feet  as  a  centipede  I  But  it  matters  not. 
As  they  are  probably  the  best  verses  ever  composed  in  this  island, 
they  will  figure  very  well  on  the  mausoleum  of  our  poor  unlucky  aas  '' 

At  the  same  time  I  drew  from  my  pocket  a  red  croyon,  and 
traced  on  the  rough  surface  of  the  rock  the  verses  (no  less  rough) 
which  my  little  poet  dictated  with  becoming  modesty. 

I  bad  scarcely  finished,  when  Frederick  and  Rudly  returned 
with  the  buffaloea.  The  donkey's  epitaph  naturally  bocnmo  the 
subject  of  conversation;  but  it  was  pronounced  so  deficient  in 
poetry,  and  we  overwhelmed  its  author  with  so  many  sarcasms,  that 
Ernest  had  no  help  for  it  but  to  give  up  his  composition  to  our 
criticism,  and  join  in  the  general  laugh. 

Then  we  began  our  task.  We  harnessed  the  bull  and  the 
bu&alo  to  the  ass's  bead,  which  still  projected  from  the  serpent's 
jaws,  and  while  we  held  on  firmly  to  the  monster's  tail,  they  con- 
trived to  extricate  from  its  disteiided  interior  the  disfigured  remains 
of  our  unfortunate  servant ,  "We  dug  a  trench  to  receive  them,  and 
piled  a  heap  of  rocks  above  their  resting-place  to  serve  as  a  monu- 
ment. 

The  buffalo  and  bis  companion  were  next  yoked  to  tlie  bna's 
tail,  and  we  made  them  take  the  road  to  the  grotto,  dragging  the 
monster  behind  them,  its  head  supported  by  a  rnpc  to  prevent  it 
from  toucbing  the  gToun<l. 

"  What  shall  we  do  now  ?  "  inquired  my  sons,  on  reaching  homo ; 
"  how  shall  wc  remove  the  skin?" 
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"  Think  for  yourselves,"  I  answered ;  "  your  young  heads  will 
never  invent  anything  as  long  as  you  count  on  the  complacent  as- 
sistance of  a  third  to  extricate  you  from  emharrassment." 

"  I  remember,"  said  Frederick,  "  to  have  read  in  the  Voyages  of 
Captain  Steadmann,  that  a  negro,  having  killed  a  boa  whose  skin 
his  captain  was  very  anxious  to  preserve,  adopted  a  very  ingenious 
method  of  flaying  it.  He  passed  round  the  head  a  stout  rope, 
which  he  threw  over  the  branch  of  a  tree  ;  hauled  up  the  serpent's 
head  to  the  height  of  the  branch ;  and  escalading  the  trunk, 
clung  to  the  same  branch  with  his  left  arm,  while  with  a  sharp 
knife  in  his  right  hand  he  made  an  incision  in  the  creature's  throat. 
He  then  glided  down  the  whole  length  of  the  serpent  without 
letting  go  his  knife,  and  thus  effected  a  deep  cut  in  its  skin  from 
head  to  tail,  which  considerably  facilitated  the  process  of 
flaying." 

"  Capital,  capital !  "  shouted  all  my  little  fellows,  as  with  one 
voice.  "  But  there  is  this  difficulty  ;  not  one  of  us  is  as  nimble  as 
the  negro  ;  and  so,  good-bye  to  the  incision  I  " 

"  I  can  suggest  a  simpler  means,"  cried  Ernest ;  "  one  which  I 
have  frequently  seen  employed  by  cooks  in  skinning  eels,  and  our 
experiment  with  the  buffaloes  in  extricating  our  poor  ass  from  the 
serpent's  interior  will  here  be  of  infinite  assistance  to  us.  It  is 
just  this :  cut  the  skin  close  to  the  head,  and  remove  a  tolerably 
long  portion  where  we  can  twist  roimd  the  ropes  of  our  harness ; 
after  securely  fastening  the  serpent's  head  with  a  cable  to  the  foot 
of  a  tree,  we  will  make  the  buffaloes  move  gently  forward  in  an  op- 
posite  direction,  and  thus  they  will  draw  off  the  creature's  skin, 
and  strip  it  even  to  its  tail." 

"  Ah,  well,"  said  Rudly,  *'  that  is  not  so  amusing  as  the  negro's 
plan  ;  I  should  uncommonly  like  to  slide  along  the  great  serpent's 
body." 

"  For  the  sake  of  utility,"  interrupted  I,  *'  we  can  very  well  dis- 
pense with  amusement.  Ernest's  notion  is  simple  and  easily 
carried  out ;  so,  gentlemen,  to  work !  You  do  not  require  my 
assistance  for  this  operation,  and  I  will  leave  to  you  all  the  honour 
of  it.  Nothing  can  be  easier  than  the  preparation  of  this  skin, 
which  shall  be  yours  for  the  ornament  of  your  natural  history 
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iQUgeum.  YoQ  first  dissect  as  well  as  you  can  the  aiumal's 
cranium ;  next,  you  wash  the  skin  with  sand,  water,  and  ashea ; 
dry  it  in  the  sun,  scour  it  well  from  head  to  tail,  stuff  it  with  hay, 
cotton,  and  any  other  kind  of  light  and  dry  material;  and  your 
work,  I  assure  you,  will  then  he  fit  to  do  you  honour." 

Frederick  assured  me  that  he  understood  clearly  the  various  pro- 
ceases  I  had  descrihed,  but  confessed  that  he  did  not  expect  to  suc- 
ceed in  them.  I  encouraged  him  to  make  the  attempt,  remarking 
that  if  man  always  suffered  himself  to  be  arrested  by  difficulties,  he 
would  never  undertake  anything. 

At  length  my  young  people  addressed  themselves  to  their  taKk, 
in  which  they  displayed  considerable  skill  and  intelligence.  The 
skin  was  dried  and  prepared  in  accordance  with  my  instructions, 
but  I  could  not  help  laughing  heartily  at  the  strange  fashion  in 
which  they  empaled  it.  After  haviiig  carefully  cleaused  it  inter- 
nally, they  hauled  it  up  to  the  branches  of  a  tree  with  a  pulley,  just 
aa  I  had  formerly  suspended  the  rope  ladder,  and  Ernest,  dressed 
like  a  swimmer,  glided  down  the  creature's  skin,  gradually  stuffing 
it  with  the  hay,  cotton,  and  moss  his  brothers  handed  up  to  him 
on  the  top  of  long  forked  poles.  He  pressed  this  clastic  fibre  into 
a  consistent  mass  with  his  knees,  and  when  the  skin  was  filled  to 
the  top,  we  saw  him  put  forth  his  hand,  as  if  ont  of  a  n'indow,  and 
he  cried,  with  a  loiid  voice, — 

"  Look  at  my  masterpiece  !  And  remember  it  was  Ernest  who 
empaled  the  grent  bon  I  " 

After  finishing  this  job,  which  occupied  a  whule  day,  we  had  to 
select  a  place  for  the  monster,  thenceforth  incapable  of  mischief. 

We  closed  up  as  well  as  possible  the  holes  our  musket-balls  had 
made  in  its  liead  ;  with  the  cochineal  found  on  the  Indian  figs  we 
gave  its  tongue  and  jaws  the  blood-tint  of  which  death  had  robbed 
them;  then  we  raised  it  on  a  kind  of  wooden  cross,  where  it 
assumed  a  very  picturesque  position,  inlacing  its  folds  around  the 
foot,  and  lifting  above  it  its  open  jaws  in  a  most  menacing  manner. 
Our  dogs  on  catching  sight  of  it  barked  their  loudest,  and  onr 
terrified  animals  recoiled  as  if  it  were  still  alive. 

Having  completed  our  arrangements,  we  formally  installed  it  in 
///!•  lihrarv,   where  it    took  its  place  among  the  wonders  of  our 
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nascent  museum.  At  the  same  time  my  boys  wrote  above  the  en- 
trance an  inscription  which  bore  a  double  meaning  : — 

Asses  must  not  Enter  Hebe. 

We  disregarded  the  allusion  to  our  lost  servant,  and  agreed  that 
the  legend  should  thenceforth  bear  but  one  signification ;  namely, 
that  the  library  being  sacred  to  Science  and  Study,  it  would  natur- 
ally be  interdicted  to  Idleness  and  Ignorance. 

We  had  nothing  more  to  apprehend  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
boa  ;  yet  I  felt  some  anxiety  whether  it  had  left  behind  it  its  male, 
or  any  eggn  or  young  ones,  which  might  one  day  renew  our  terrors, 
and  against  which,  perhaps,  we  might  not  bo  so  fortunate.  I 
therefore  resolved  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  Duck's-Marsh, 
and  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Falcon's-Nest ;  following  up  the 
defile  in  the  rocks  as  the  only  passage  by  which  I  thought  it  pos- 
sible an  animal  of  the  size  of  the  boa  could  penetrate  into  our 
quarter  of  the  island. 

We  began  with  Duck's- Marsh  ;  but  when  on  the  point  of  setting 
out,  Eniest  and  Rudly  showed  me  very  plainly  that  they 
would  much  rather  remain  in  the  gi'otto  than  share  the  glory  of 
the  excursion. 

^'  I  tremble  still,"  said  Rudly,  "  when  I  think  of  the  blow  the 
ugly  monster  gave  me  with  its  tail ;  I  would  have  burst  into  tears, 
if  I  had  dared." 

It  seemed  to  me  that  I  ought  not  to  yield  to  the  lad's  timidity, 
which  might  be  of  fatal  example  for  the  future ;  and  I  therefore 
inveighed  against  cowardice  as  a  vice  unworthy  of  man. 

"  When  one  has  triumphed  over  a  real  danger,"  I  remarked,  "one 
ought  not  to  shrink  in  this  fashion  from  a  danger  existing  only  in 
one's  imagination.  It  will  avail  us  little  to  have  killed  the  animal 
which  you  stuffed  yesterday,  if  we  are  surprised  to-morrow  by 
another  of  the  same  size,  or  if,  in  a  few  weeks,  an  entire  brood  of 
little  monsters  should  emerge  from  the  reedy  swamp.  He  has  done 
nothing  who  pauses  in  the  middle  of  his  work." 

Accordingly  we  all  started  in  full  hunting  costume,  carrying, 
besides  our  weapons,  some  planks  and  sea-dogs'  bladders;  the 
latter  to  support  us  in  the  water,  if  occasion  arose  for  us  to  trust 
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oureelvea  to  that  element ;  tbe  planks  to  asHist  our  progresH  in  the 
marsh,  and,  when  placed  one  upon  another,  to  fonn  a  kind  of 
causeway  across  the  qnakiiig  soil.  And,  in  troth,  these  proved  a 
great  help,  and  enabled  us  to  explore  the  whole  area  of  the  marsh 
at  leisure.  We  easily  discovered  the  boa's  track ;  the  reeds  were 
bent  and  broken  where  it  bad  passed,  and  deep  spiral  impressions 
in  the  mud  marked  the  spots  where  its  huge  coils  had  rested. 
But  we  could  find  no  indications  of  the  existence  of  its  companion ; 
we  met  with  neither  eggs  nor  young ;  all  we  found  was  a  sort  of 
nest  made  of  dried  reeds,  but  there  was  no  sign  that  it  had  be- 
longed to  the  boa.  Ilowevcr,  at  the  extremity  of  the  marsh  we 
made  an  interesting  discovery ;  a  new  grotto  opening  into  the 
rock,  whence  issued  a  small  streamlet,  to  spread  its  waters  among 
the  luxuriant  reeds. 


This  grotto  was  tapestried,  i 


to  spenk,  with  stalnctites,  which 
everywhere  enlarged  into 
massive  pillars,  as  if  to  sup- 
port the  roof,  nnd  were 
frequently  shaped  into  the 
strnngcfit  and  most  fantastic 
outlines.  For  some  minutes 
we  gave  ourneIves  up  to  a 
warm  admiration  of  this  new 
wonder  of  Nature,  and  pene- 
trating a  tew  paces  into  the 
,„»_-,        .-,      -  interior,  I  remarked  that  the 

soil  beneath  our  feet  consisted  of  an  extremely  fine  white  earth, 
which,  on  examination,  I  perceived  to  be  fuller's  earth.  Collect- 
ing a  few  handfuls,  I  carefully  stowed  them  away  in  a  handkerchief, 
exclaiming  to  my  sons,  who  looked  at  me  with  astonishment, — 
"  Here  in  a  iliacovery  which  will  delight  your  good  mother  ?  If 
i  have  hitherto  done,  our  clothes  in 
her  something  with  which  to  cleanse 


we  continue  to  take  her,  t 
a  filthy  condition,  wc  can 
them,  for  this  is — soap ! ' 

"I  always  thought  f 
human  industry,  and  nev 

"Quite  right:  the  soa| 


ip,"  Raid  Rrnest,  "  was  a  product  of 
found  in  a  natural  state  in  the  earth." 
isually  employed  in  Europe  is  composed 
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of  several  8alt8,  corrected  in  the  aggregate  by  the  addition  of 
certain  fatty  matters,  which,  by  weakening  their  action,  render 
them  easier  to  work  with.  But  the  manufacture  is  long  and 
costly,  and  men  have  fortunately  discovered  an  earth  which  com- 
bines in  certain  proportions  all  the  qualities  of  soap;  it  is  the 
earth  now  before  you.  It  is  called  fuller *s  earth,  because  chiefly 
employed  by  fullers  in  cleaning  woollen  stuffs,  instead  of  soap." 

Thus  discoursing,  we  approached  the  source  of  the  streamlet, 
which  trickled  from  an  opening  in  the  rock  a  few  feet  above  the 
ground. 

Frederick,  after  examining  this  opening,  cried  out  that  the 
grotto  extended  much  further  in  that  direction  than  we  had 
supposed.  I  therefore  climbed  the  rock,  and  made  my  way  into 
another  cavern. 

Firing  a  pistol,  we  were  able  to  determine  by  the  prolonged 
echo,  that  the  grotto  stretched  to  a  great  distance.  We  lighted  a 
couple  of  tapers,  with  which  our  game-bags  were  always  provided; 
they  burned  brightly,  and  the  clear,  strong  light  which  they 
diffused  around  us,  convinced  one  of  the  wholesomeness  of  the 
atmosphere.  We  therefore  continued  our  advance — that  is, 
Frederick  and  I,  for  we  had  left  the  others  in  the  outer  cavern  — 
and  suddenly  we  saw,  with  mingled  joy  and  surprise,  the  glare  of 
our  torches  repeated  ad  wfinitum  on  the  different  faces  of  the  rock. 

"  Oh,  papa,"  cried  Frederick,  in  an  ecstasy  of  admiration,  "  look 
here!  look  here!  Another  grotto  of  salt!  Oh,  how  splendid! 
Look  at  the  enormous  masses  lying -all  around  us  !  " 

"  You  are  mistaken,"  I  replied  ;  "  these  masses  cannot  be  salt, 
or  the  water  flowing  here  would  have  a  saline  taste ;  and,  besides, 
they  would  infallibly  be  dissolved  by  the  damp  air.  They  are  not 
salt  but  crystal ;  we  are  really  and  truly  in  a  palace  of  rock- 
crystal  ! " 

"  Better  still !  A  palace  of  rock  crystal !  Why,  it  is  an  in- 
calculable treasure." 

"  Yes,  just  as  the  gold  mine  was  to  Robinson  Crusoe  I " 

"  Stop,  papa  :  here  is  a  fragment  which  I  have  broken  off.  It 
is  not  salt,  as  you  say,  but  if  it  is  crystal,  why  is  it  not  trans- 
parent ?  " 
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"Thnt  is  your  fault;  in  breaking  it  off,  you  have  duturhcd  or 
troubled  it." 

The  expression  was  quite  new  to  my  son,  who  could  not  under- 
Mtond  how  it  wm  possible  to  trouble  or  disturb  a  piece  of  crystal. 
I  accordingly  explained  the  formation  of  crystala,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  him  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  term  I  had  em- 
ployed, 

"  All  these  masses  before  our  eyes,"  I  said,  "  form,  as  you  see, 
hexagonal,  or  six-sided,  columnH  or  pyramids.  The  fine  powdery 
earth  on  which  they  rest  supplies  them,  as  it  were,  with  nourish- 
ment, and  properly  speaking,  they  are  only  the  base  of  the  prystal, 
not  the  crystal  itself.  Upon  them  are  deposited  those  transparent 
masses  which  you  have  seen  in  Europe,  and  which  require  the 
greatest  8kiiru]ne(i.s  on  the  part  of  those  who  would  detiich  them. 
Excessive  force  determines  in  the  interior  of  the  crystal  the  long 
needles  growing  there,  and  produce  tho  obscurity  noticeable  in  the 
fragment  in  your  hand.  The  crystal  is  then  called  '  troubled 
crystal.'  Aa  to  the  primitive  crystal,  the  dull  masses  which  you 
see  around  us,  considerable  portions  are  carried  away,  as  you  have 
noticed  in  our  European  museums.  And  this  is  done  before  the 
pure  transparent  crystal  clinging  to  them  can  be  removed," 

"Well,  then,"  said  my  son,  with  an  air  of  chagrin,  "it  is  evident 
our  discovery  will  be  of  no  great  service  to  us,  except,"  added  be, 
"  to  ornament  our  museum,  and  the  fragment  I  have  here  will 
make  a  tolerable  addition  to  the  curiosities  already  included  in 
that  collection." 

Frederick's  curiosity  was  keenly  excited  by  the  information  I 
had  given  liim  on  the  subject  of  crystals.  He  overwhelmed  me 
with  questions,  and  I  saw  with  pleasure  that  his  young  imagination 
began  to  occupy  itself  with  all  the  miracles  of  Nature  tliat  were 
disployod  before  it.  I  told  him  that  crystals  were  formed  of  the 
residuum  of  watery  emanations,  which,  gothering  on  tho  sides  of 
the  rock,  coaguluted,  and  after  awhile  acquired  a  greater  solidity 
than  even  the  very  metals. 

"  In  our  Swiss  mountains,"  T  added,  "  crystals  have  been  found  in 
their  intermediate  condition,  supple  and  malleable,  and  thus  attest- 
/Iw  the  different  phases  they  pass  through  before  arriving  at  a  solid 
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state.  The  ancients  supposed  crystal  to  be  indurated  glass;  modem 
science  has  gone  further,  has  studied  it  in  its  formation,  and  so 
successful  have  been  its  investigations  that  the  discovery  of  crystals 
is  no  longer,  as  it  once  was,  a  matter  of  hazard  and  good  luck, 
but  men  know  exactly  where  to  look  for  them.  Crystal  is  on  a 
large  scale  what  precious  stones  are  on  a  small:  in  these  two 
treasures  of  the  earth,  man,  for  a  long  time,  has  found  only  an 
object  of  decoration  or  a  material  for  the  manufacture  of  articles 
more  brilliant  than  useful ;  but  both  are  now  beginning  to  pay 
their  tribute  to  science.  The  jeweller's  art  shapes  and  moulds  at 
will  the  crystal  of  the  rock,  and  extracts  from  it  precious  appliances 
for  chemistry  and  physics.  The  diamond  is  used  in  horology;  and 
has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  that  science,  by  enabling  it  to 
attain  a  rigorous  exactness,  not  to  be  secured  by  the  hardest  metals." 

The  light  of  our  tapers  now  began  to  flicker,  and  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  begin  our  retreat ;  especially  as  we  had  discovered  no 
sign  of  a  speedy  termination  to  the  grotto.  Frederick  fired  a 
second  pistol  before  departing,  and  the  report  was  lost  in  a  space 
whose  remoteness  we  could  not  venture  to  calculate. 

On  re-appearing  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavern,  we  found  Rudly 
in  tears.  The  moment  he  saw  me,  he  flung  his  arms  around  my 
neck,  and  lavished  upon  me  a  thousand  caresses. 

"  What  has  happened,"  I  inquired,  "  that  you  are  mingling  so 
strangely  joy  and  tears  ?  " 

"  Oh,  it  is  my  happiness  at  seeing  you  again,  papa,  for  I  have 

suffered  the   most  terrible  anxiety 1  heard  two  frightful 

crashes,  and  I  thought  you  were  buried  imder  the  rock,  and  that  I 
should  never  see  you  again." 

As  he  said  these  words  he  repeated  his  embraces.  I  was  much 
moved,  and  clasped  him  tenderly  to  my  heart. 

"  Let  us  thank  God,  my  poor  Rudly,"  said  I,  "  that  no  accident 
has  befallen  either  of  us.  The  noises  you  heard  were  the  two 
pistol-shots  fired  by  your  brother  to  test  the  solidity  of  the  rock, 
and  determine  the  extent  of  the  grotto.  We  have  discovered  a 
new  palace,  as  brilliant  as  that  of  Rock-House;  an  immense  palace, 
whose  dimensions  we  will  one  day  ascertain.  But  what  have  yon 
done  with  Ernest  ?     Where  is  he  ?  " 
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Eudly  led  ua  to  the  border  of  the  marah,  where  we  found  our 
phlegmatic  philosopher,  who  had  heard  nothing  of  the  t^vo  explo- 
eione,  tranquilly  otunipied  in  plaiting  a  reed-baaket  of  the  aize  and 
Bhape  of  those  used  by  fiBhcrmen ;  a  narrow  aperture  being  left  at 
one  end  through  which  the  fiah  could  enter,  but  by  wliieh  they 
could  not  afterwards  escape. 

"  Hero,  papa  I  "  he  exclaimed,  on  catching  sight  of  ua,  "  come 
here  I     I  have  killed  a  little  serpent." 

We  had  talked  so  much  about  serpents,  egga,  and  their  young, 
that  the  poor  boy,  with  the  best  faith  in  the  world,  had  taken  a 
superb  eel  four  feet  in  length  for  a  small  boa  I  Ho  had  marched 
straight  up  to  it,  and  liad  dealt  it  two  or  three  blowa  on  the 
head  with  the  butt  of  bis  gun ;  blows  given  with  so  much  gooii- 
will  that  they  would  have  broken  tlic  akuU  of  the  most  dangerous 

The  coni\ueror's  glory  was  somewhat  obscured  wlien  I  demon- 
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stratcd  that  the  Hupposed  serpent  was  only  an  eel;  but  his  capture 
was  not  tlio  less  warmly  commended.  We  now  returned  towards 
Rock-House,  skirting  the  morass,  whose  borders  offered  an  easier 
and  safer  route.  We  found  my  wife  and  little  Fritz  waiting  for 
us  at  the  fountain.  They  learned  with  pleasure  the  fortunate 
issue  of  our  exploration,  and  after  my  wife  had  examined  the 
Jumps  of  fuller's  earth,  we  related  to  her  the  details  of  our 
adventures  and  the  day's  discoveries. 
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As  yet,  however,  I  had  accomplished  only  half  my  project :  I 
had  still  to  explore  the  neighbourhood  of  the  farm,  where  I  feared 
the  boa  might  have  left  her  eggs;  and  I  wished,  if  it  were  possible, 
to  protect  ourselves  from  the  visits  of  similar  intruders  by  fortify- 
ing the  passes  in  the  cliffs.  Before  setting  out  we  made  ready  for 
every  event,  by  collecting  provisions,  and  weapons,  and  utensils, 
and  all  that  could  insure  the  ease  and  safety  of  our  excursion. 
We  did  not  forget  a  supply  of  torches  to  bum  at  night,  and  keep  off 
the  beasts  of  prey  that  might  otherwise  be  tempted  to  assail  us;  in 
a  word,  any  spectator  seeing  us  leave  Rock-House  with  our  heavily 
laden  vehicle  would  have  thought  we  were  going  on  a  campaign. 

It  was  the  first  time  we  had  travelled  with  such  an  equipage. 
The  good  mother  was  seated  on  the  cart,  which  was  drawn  by 
Thunder  and  Valiant,  ridden  by  their  respective  cavaliers;  the 
cow  preceded  the  team;  and  Frederick  on  his  onager  acted  as 
scout,  keeping  some  sixty  paces  in  advance  of  the  caravan,  while 
Ernest  and  I  followed  tranquilly  on  foot.  This  mode  of  travelling 
was  more  congenial  to  our  young  philosopher  than  either  riding 
or  a  seat  in  "  the  chariot ; "  it  suited  his  love  of  conversation, 
and  the  scientific  discussions  suggested  by  the  objects  of  interest 
we  met  with  on  the  way. 

The  flanks  of  our  convoy  were  guarded  by  our  faithful  dogs, 
while  Rapid  (such  was  the  name  of  our  young  onager)  gambolled 
freely  around  us. 

We  descended  in  good  order  the  avenue  to  Falcon's-Nest,  where 
we  found  some  traces  of  the  boa  already  half -effaced  by  the  wind. 

At  Falcon's-Nest  nothing  was  disturbed ;  the  crops  and  fruits 
prospered,  and  inspired  the  most  radiant  hopes  for  the  coming 
winter.  The  goats  and  sheep  were  well  pleased  to  see  us,  and 
came  of  their  own  free  will  to  receive  the  handfuls  of  salt  we 
offered.  After  a  short  delay  we  pushed  forward  to  our  settlement 
on  the  Lake,  the  principal  object  of  our  excursion,  where  we 
wished  to  arrive  in  sufficient  time  to  collect  a  supply  of  cotton 
down  before  night,  for  our  pillows  and  couches. 

As  we  left  Falcon's-Nest  behind  us  all  traces  of  the  boa  disap- 
peared. In  the  cocoa-nut  grove  not  a  solitary  ape  was  visible,  and 
we  rejoiced  when  the  monotony  of  our  journey  was  broken  by  the 
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diaUnt  crow  of  our  clianticlecTR,  and  the  bleatinga  of  our  go«ta. 
We  found  evorj-tliiag  in  order.  Here  we  halted.  Our  managema 
lost  no  time  in  conmiencitig  licr  culinary  duties,  and  meanwhile  we 
uet  about  collecting  a  tiullicicnt  stock  ol  cotton. 

After  dinner  I  announced  tlmt  our  battue  must  bog;in  immediately, 
and  I  divided  our  little  troop  into  three  detachments,  allotting  to 
each  the  exploration  of  a  certain  extent  of  country.  Ernest  and 
Ilia  mother  were  inslrueteit  to  attend  to  the  commissariat,  and  to 
gather  all  the  ripe  ears  they  could  discover  in  the  rice-field.  Aa 
this  sedentary  occupation  might  prove  no  less  dangerous  than  our 
own  tasks,  wo  left  them  the  courageous  Juno  as  a  protector.  Budly 
and  Frederick,  aoconipanicd  by  Turk  and  the  jackal,  look  the  right 
bank  of  the  lake;  and  I  followed  ap  the  left,  with  little  Fritz  and 
the  two  yoiing  dogs  he  had  brouglit  up.  Aa  it  was  the  first  time 
the  youngster  hod  shared  in  any  of  uur  expeditions,  and  the  first 
time  he  had  been  intrusted  with  a  inusket,  ho  marched  with 


head  erect, 


with  as  much  pride 


youth  who  has  just 
attained  the  dignity 
of  manhood.  Boast- 
ing of  the  oxcellcnce 
of  hiH  weapon, lie  ar- 
ileiitl}  longed  for  an 
( I  port  unity  to  make 
use  of  It  But  the 
cracking  of  the  drv 
ILL  is  beneath  our 
CtLt  only  started 
a  covey  of  herons, 
«bidi  rose  so  swiftly 
into  the  clouds  that 
we  liad  no  timo  to 
take  aim  at  them. 
Fritz  was  sorely 
vexed,  but  lost  none 
of  his  cuthutqasm. 
which  bnmcd  all 
the  more  fiercely  on 
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our  emerging  from  the  reeds,  and  finding  ourselves  in  front  of  n 
host  of  ducks  and  black  swans,  which  furrowed  the  waters  in  every 
direction.  The  sight  fired  the  little  hunter  beyond  all  control. 
He  was  about  to  discharge  his  musket  in  their  midst,  when  a  kind 
of  hoarse  prolonged  cry  rose,  like  the  lowing  of  cattle,  among  the 
reeds,  and  was  borne  in  our  direction.  I  stopped  in  astonishment. 
Fritz  did  the  same ;  and  the  cry  being  repeated,  he  said, — 

"  I  know  what  it  is— our  little  foal." 

"  Impossible,"  said  I,  "  for  it  is  attached  to  the  onager,  and 
could  not  have  made  its  way  into  the  reeds  without  our  seeing  it 
pass.    I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  a  fen-bird  called  the  hutorJ' 

"  But  how  could  a  bird  low  or  bray  like  that  ?  Oh  no,  papa ; 
it  must  have  been  the  voice  of  our  buffalo  or  ass.  If  not,  what  an 
immense  siase  the  bird  must  be  ! " 

"  Not  at  all ;  it  is  neither  bigger  nor  stronger  than  the  other 
herons,  to  whose  family  it  belongs.  You  forget  that  the  voice  of 
an  animal  has  no  connection  with  its  bodily  strength,  but  is  regu- 
lated by  the  conformation  of  its  throat  and  the  muscles  of  its  chest, 
which  have  the  property  of  expelling  air  with  more  or  less  force. 
Thus  the  nightingale  and  canary,  though  exceedingly  small  birds, 
fill  the  air  with  their  song,  and  indulge  in  sharp  and  prolonged 
modulations  which  you  would  think  impossible  to  such  feeble  frames. 
As  for  the  butor,  naturalists  say  that  when  it  sings  it  thrusts  the 
extremity  of  its  beak  into  the  mud,  and  to  this  precaution  are 
owing  those  deep,  majestic  notes,  which  more  resemble  the  voice  of 
a  bull  than  that  of  a  bird." 

"Oh,  how  I  would  like  to  kill  it  I"  cried  my  young  sportsman ; 
"  I  should  be  proud  if  my  first  shot  brought  down  so  extraordinary 
a  creature ! " 

"  Well,  then,  be  on  your  guard,  and  try  to  take  straight  aim 
when  the  bird  sweeps  past  you." 

At  the  same  time  I  called  our  dogs,  which  were  scenting  all 
about,  and  staHed  them  in  among  the  reeds.  Almost  immediately 
the  report  of  Fritz's  gun  broke  on  my  ear ;  but  instead  of  firing 
in  the  air,  my  young  himtsman  had  poured  his  shot  right  into  the 
thick  overgrowth  of  the  marsh,  and  I  saw  the  birds,  frightened  by 
our  dogs,  fly  out  on  the  other  side,  all  safe  and  sound. 

25 
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"Little  bungler  I"  I  exclaimed,  hastening  towards  him,  "you 
have  let  your  game  escape  1 " 

"  On.  the  contrary,  papa,  it  is  mine — it  is  mine  1 "  he  shouted,  in 
a  frenzy  of  delight;  "  come  and  see  !" 

And,  lo,  he  made  his  appearance,  dragging  after  him  an  animal 
not  unlike  an  agouti,  and  immediately  so  christened  by  its  con- 
queror. But  on  examining  it  carefully,  I  saw  that  there  were 
notable  points  of  difference  between  it  and  the  animal  killed  by 
Frederick  on  our  first  landing  in  the  island.  The  latter  was  about 
two  feet  long,  with  incisive  teeth  like  a  rabbit,  a  cloven  lip,  pal- 
mated  feet,  but  no  tail. 

"  You  have  well  compensated,  Fritz,  for  your  want  of  skill;  you 
have  shot  a  rare  and  curious  animal,  a  native  of  South  America, 
and  a  member  of  the  family  of  agoutis  and  peccaries.  It  is  a 
cabiai,  and  what  is  more,  a  cabiai  of  the  largest  size." 

"  Anil  what  is  a  cabiai  ?  I  have  never  before  heard  of  such  an 
animal." 

"  No,  perhaps  not;  but  you  have  heard  it  bray,  tor  it  was  th(! 


CiBiAi  (Carta  CaAntu). 


voice  of  this  animal  which  I  mistook  for  that  of  a  heron. 
habits  are  nocturnal  -,  it  runs  with  some  agility ;  swims  well,  anc 
is  very  partial  to  the  water,  remaining  a  long  time  under  its  Bur 
face;  it  eats  its  food  while  standing,  propped  up  on  its  hind  legs 


Its 
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and  its  cry,  as  you  know  from  experience,  is  not  unlike  the  bray 
of  a  donkey." 

It  was  now  time  to  think  of  returning,  and  little  Fritz  amused 
himself  with  anticipations  of  the  triumph  that  would  await  him  on 
his  presenting  his  spoil  to  the  family.  Throwing  the  cabiai  over 
liis  shoulders,  he  started,  but  I  saw  the  burden  was  too  heavy  for 
him.  However,  I  would  not  render  him  any  assistance;  I  wished 
him  to  have  all  the  merit  of  overcoming  the  difficulty. 

**  How  ridiculous  of  me,"  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  to  load  my- 
self with  such  a  weight  I  If  I  cleaned  my  game  I  should  have  all 
the  less  to  carry." 

"  A  good  idea ! "  said  I ;  "  you  cannot  do  better,  since  we  could 
not  eat  its  entrails,  and  our  dogs,  to  whom  they  rightfully  belong, 
will  gladly  rid  you  of  them." 

"  Come  on,  then,"  he  cried  ;  "  to  work ! " 

And  he  began  the  operation  of  disembowelling  the  cabiai,  ac- 
quitting himself  with  considerable  dexterity.  I  bade  him  remark 
that,  in  this  world,  trouble  always  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
pleasure;  but  my  moral  maxims  fell  unheeded.  My  little  boy 
was  intoxicated  with  the  delight  of  victory,  and  I  must  confess  he 
paid  no  attention  to  me. 

When  he  had  finished  his  task  we  resumed  our  route,  but  the 
cabiai  proved  still  too  heavy  for  his  young  shoulders.  At  last  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  placing  it  on  the  back  of  one  of  his  dogs. 

We  arrived  at  the  grove  of  pines,  where  we  collected  a  supply 
of  the  cones  which  we  had  previously  found  good  eating.  In  the 
distance  we  descried  some  monkeys,  who  disappeared  at  our  ap- 
proach ;  whence  we  understood  that  if  our  chastisement  had  driven 
them  from  our  plantations,  it  had  not  banished  them  from  the 
country.  As  for  the  boa,  we  nowhere  found  any  traces  either  of 
its  progress  or  of  its  young. 

On  our  return,  we  found  Master  Ernest  quietly  seated  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  surrounded  by  a  prodigious  number  of  tolerably 
big  rats  which  he  had  killed  during  our  absence.  The  phlegmatic 
philosopher  related  to  us  as  follows  the  history  of  the  massacre: — 
"  My  mother  and  I  were  busy  picking  the  ripest  grains  in  the 
ri(  e-field,  when  at  a  few  paces  from  the  border  I  discovered  a  kind 
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of  high  Bolid  embankment,  resembling  a  causeway,  constructed  in 
tlie  midst  of  the  morass. 

"  I  immediately  sprung  upon  it,  followed  by  Master  Kuips,  who 
had  been  assisting  us  in  our  rice-picking.  But  scarcely  had  he 
set  foot  upon  it  than  I  saw  him  dart  upon  a  small  animal,  which, 
however,  wos  swifter  than  he  was,  and  disappeared  with  wonderful 
rapidity  under  a  dome  on  the  side  of  the  causeway.  I  noticed  as 
I  advanced  that  these  domes  or  vaults  were  numerous,  and  formed 
on. each  side  a  continuous  row  of  little  buildings  of  the  same 
height  and  shape. 

"  Desirous  of  knowing  what  they  contained,  I  inserted  into  the 
opening  of  one  of  them  the  bamboo  cane  which  T  carried  in  my 
hand.  The  moment  I  withdrew  it,  a  host  of  animals,  like  those 
before  you,  darted  forth,  and  soon  vanished  in  the  rice-grounds. 
Knips  pursued,  but  did  iiot  overtake  them,  being  unable  to  force  a 
passage  through  the  closely  growing  stalks.  An  ijita  then  occurred 
to  me.  I  placed  the  bag  in  which  I  had  been  gathering  my  crop 
at  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  little  edifices  of  earth,  and  striking  the 
rooE  with  my  stick,  I  so  terrified  the  inhahilsnts  that  tliey  gladly 
took  refuge  iu  the  hag.  Then  I  closed  it,  and  began  to  belabour 
my  prisoners  soundly.  But  these,  in  revenge,  gave  utterance  to 
such  shrill  and  piercing  cries  that  my  heart  failed  me,  and  I  was 
about  to  leave  the  work  unfinished,  when  I  was  suddenly  assailed 
by  an  army  ot  rats,  which  issued  from  all  the  retreats,  and  mounted 
my  legs  to  the  assault.  Knips  made  the  most  horrible  grimaces. 
My  stick  was  of  little  avail,  my  cries  were  of  less,  and  truly  I  know 
not  what  would  have  happened  had  not  Juno  heard  me  and  come 
to  my  assistance.  8he  attacked  the  army  of  rats  with  so  much 
good  will,  and  effected  such  a  terrible . carnage,  that  I  was  soon 
released.  The  victims  before  you  hear  witness  to  the  efficacy  of 
my  stick  and  of  Juno's  teeth.  As  for  the  remainder  of  the  army, 
they  have  returned  to  the  concealment  of  their  burrows." 

Ernest's  narrative  piqued  my  curiosity.  I  wished  to  see  the 
dyke  and  the  habitations,  and  it  was  with  unfeigned  admiration 
that  I  examined  a  range  of  works  simitar  to  thoso  of  the  beavers, 
only  of  less  extent.  I  made  my  son  notice  the  kinship  evidently 
existing  between  the  rats  he  hod  just  killed  and  the  beaver  of 


WHAT  IS  THE  GENl'S?  BSD 

nortlieni  latitiules ; — there  were  the  Bamo  membrane  at  the  ex- 
tremities, detitiacd  to  facilitate  their  Bwimming',  the  same  broail  flat 


tail ;  and,  like  the  beaver,  they  also  carried  two  small  glands  full 
of  musk. 

While  I  was  thuB  engaged,  Frederick  and  Kudly  returned  from 
their  survey,  bringing  with  them  a  fine  fat  hen  and  a  nest  fiill  of 
pggK,  which  we  placed  under  one  of  our  hens  to  be  hatched. 

Then  we  all  collected  round  some  rice  soup  which  our  good 
housewife  had  prepared  for  ub.     She  also  cooked  a  piece  of  the 
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cabioi,  but  we  could  not  relish  it,  and  willingly  gave  it  up  to  our 
dogs,  who  appeared  to  appiedato  it  more  than  we  did.  They  bad 
been  more  difBcuIt  to  please  with  the  great  rats,  whose  skin  we 
had  stripped  o&  ;  turning  away  from  their  flesh  contemptuously, 
undoubtedly  on  account  of  its  strong  odour  of  musk.  The  meal 
was  a  lively  one.  We  felt  happy  in  having  discovered  no  trace  of 
the  terrible  boa,  and  my  gay  miHchieC-makers  indulged  in  a  war  of 
epigrams  against  the  great  rat-killer,  as  they  designated  poor  Ernest. 

We  were  naturally  led  to  speak  of  the  uses  to  be  made  of  tbe 
animals'  skiiis.  It  was  resolved  to  convert  them  into  a  carpet  for 
one  of  the  apartments  of  the  Grotto,  to  preserve  it  from  damp 
during  tbe  rainy  season.  According  to  custom  we  had  already 
partially  prepared  tlicm,  by  cleansing  them  with  sand  and  ashes. 
The  two  little  pouches  of  musk  which  each  animal  carried  in  tbe 
interior  of  its  thighs  had  strongly  excited  my  boys'  attention,  and 
they  poured  upon  me  a  volley  ot  questions  on  the  manner  of  col- 
lecting this  precious  substance  so  highly  esteemed  by  Buropeana. 

I  told  them  that  many  animals  enjoyed  the  same  advantage  of 
carrying  a  supply  of  musk — the 
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,  the  castor,  the  ondatara 
h  was  the  real  name  of  the 
ist),  the  fou- 
nd the  musk- 
ne  time,  I  briefly 
rarious  processes 
;ure  this  natural 
f  the  Dutch,  bav- 
;  of  the  nnituals, 


rat  killed  by  Em 
mart,  the  civet, 
deer.  At  the  sam' 
.  explained  the  va 
employed  to  f 
product,  and  hi 
ing  tamed  sor 
ular  revenue  from  their  property,  by  shutting  up,  at 
;he  foumarts,  musks,  and  civets  in  places  where  they 
may  deposit  the  contents  of  their  pouches,  and  then  letting  them 
go,  to  repeat  the  operation  at  a  later  period.  But  as  musk  wouh! 
never  prove  of  much  utility  to  us,  I  only  entered  into  these  details 
as  far  as  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  my  children. 

Meanwhile,  our  discussion  on  the  civet  and  the  ondatara  had  not 
eacceeded  in  making  us  forget  the  detestable  taste  which  the  cabiai 
had  left  in  our  mouths. 


intervals. 
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"Ah,"  Baid  Eruest,  with  a  sigh,  for  he  was  anturally  somewhat 
of  an  epicure,  "if  we  had  only  a  little  dessert  to  free  us  from  the 
fishy  smell  left  by  the  coarHe  fetid 
flesh  of  that  accursed  animal  1"  __         ---.^-.^J---   ^^ 

At  this  exclamation,  Rudly 
and  Fritz  ran  to  their  game- 
bags. 

"  Lookat  this,  mygentleman!" 
said  the  latter,  placing  before  the 
epicure  a  handful  of  pine-cones. 

"  And  look  here,  my  gentle- 
man!"  exclaimed  Kudlj,  in  his 
turn,  throwing  on  the  table  some 
small  shiny  apples,  of  a  pale  green,  which  diffused  a  strong  odour 

A  general  cry  of  admiration  testified  to  our  surprise  and  pleasure, 

"Stop,  stop!"  I  cried;  "before  you  taale  this  unknown  truii 
Science  must  pronounce  upon  it,  and  Master  Knij>s  perform  his 
usual  experiments ;  these  fruits,  perhaps,  are  those  of  the  man- 
ehineel  tree,  and  raancbineel  apples  are  poisonous." 

I  took  one  ol  the  fruits  and  cut  it  open.  I  saw  at  once  that  I 
was  deceived  in  my  apprehensions,  for  the  manchiueel  apple  has  a 
very  hard  kernel,  and  tliis  had  pips.  While  I  was  expatiating  to 
my  sons  on  the  difference,  Knips  contrived  to  slip  under  my  arm, 
and  carry  off  one  of  the  apples,  which  he  began  to  masticate  with 
infinite  relish.  This  proof  was  sufficient :  I  distributed  the  fruits 
all  round,  and  each,  on  tasting  them,  declared  them  excellent. 
Frederick  wanted  to  know  their  name. 

"  They  arc,  I  believe,  the  cinnamon  apples.  Tliey  grow  upon  n 
tolerably  tall  bush,  do  they  not,  Rudly?" 

"  Oh,  yes — yes — bush— cinnamon  apples — I  am  very  sleepy," 
muttered  the  thoughtless  young  gentleman,  rubbing  his  eyes  and 
yawning. 

Immediately  I  gave  the  signal  for  retiring ;  we  made  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  around  our  tent  to  insure  security  during  the 
night,  and  then  sought  on  our  cotton  couches  the  repose  which  the 
fatigues  of  the  day  had  rendered  necessary. 
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Next  morning  we  resiumeil  our  journey  of  discovery  and  ex- 
ploration. We  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Bugar-cane  planta- 
tion, where  we  had  left  a  amall  hut  built  up  of  leaves  and  branchet). 
We  found  it  in  a  very  dilapidated  state.  We  stretched  over  it  the 
sail-cloth  which  had  eerred  us  as  a  tent,  and  halted,  with  the  in- 
tention of  remaining  in  tliat  neighhourhood  until  after  dinner. 
While  my  wife  made  her  preparations,  we  penetrated  into  the 
marshy  grounds  around  ttie  sugar-eanes ;  a  likely  retreat  for  a 
serpent  or  its  family,  if  the  country  contained  any  others  than  the 
one  we  had  destroyed.  Fortunately,  our  investigations  proved 
fruitless,  and  we  were  on  the  point  of  quitting  the  plantation  when 
suddenly  our  dogs  began  to  bark  aa  it  they  had  brought  some 
dangerous  animal  to  bay.  Wo  coiild  discern  none ;  but  as  it  was 
imprudent  to  remain  among  the  canes,  I  ordered  my  sons  to  make 
at  once  for  tlio  open  gromid,  and  sot  tlieiii  the  example.  We  were 
soon  clear  of  the  reeds,  and  almost  simultaneously  saw  a  numerous 
herd  of  bogs  break  forth,  of  a  size  and  strength  almost  incredible. 
At  fii'st  I  thought  it  was  the  progeny  of  our  sow,  who  still  con- 
tinued to  claim  her  liberty,  but  their  numbers  effectually  dissipated 
the  notion.  Moreover,  the  grayish  colour  of  their  skin,  and  the 
wonderful  order  which  they  preserved  in  their  march,  convinced 
me  they  were  of  no  European  breed.  They  trotted  one  afler  the 
other  without  haste  or  confusion,  and  with  a  regularity  of  step 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  a  regiment  on  parade.  I  raised 
my  gun;  fired  both  bai-rels;  and  two  animals  fell.  Their  loss 
made  seemingly  but  little  impression  on  the  rest  of  the  herd,  who 
did  not  swerve  a  hair's- breadth  from  their  course,  or  in  the  least 
d^ee  quicken  their  movements.  Truly,  it  was  a  strange  spec- 
tacle to  see  this  family  trotting  along  the  skirts  of  the  sugar-cane 
plantation  with  an  imperturbable  tranquillity ;  they  all  followed  in 
a  line  without  any  attempt  to  pass  one  another;  and,  on  examining 
them  closely,  one  would  have  said  that  the  leailcr  made  in  the 
sand  an  impression  in  which  all   his  followere  wore   bounri    to 

Meanwhile,  Rudly  and  Frederick,  who  were  standing  a  few 
paces  from  me,  could  not  remain  inactive,  /"i^/  piff!  I  heard 
a  succession  of  musket  and  pistol-shots,  which  informed  me  that 
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my  boys  liad  joined  in  the  attack.  Nor  weie  our  dogs  idle,  each 
seizing  and  strangling  a  victim. 

On  coming  up  to  the  field  of  slaughter,  I  discovered  that  our 
prey  belonged  to  the  genus  lajacus,  or  pouch-bearing  hogs ;  and  as 
I  knew  they  carried  under  the  belly  two  ]ittle  g-landular  pouches 
which  required  to  be  removed  immediately  after  death  (otherwise, 
the  liquid  they  contain  spreads  through  the  fliwh  and  renders  it 
detestable),  I  lost  no  time  in  performing  the  operation.  My  two 
Rons  flKsisted  me  gladly — they  were  so  proud  of  the  superb  results 
of  our  chase,  for  six  hogs  lay  stretched  before  us,  and  each  was 
about  three  feet  in  length. 

While  thus  occupied  we  heard  a  couple  of  shots  in  the  distance. 
I  suspected  they  were  fired  by  Ernest  and  Fritz,  who,  having  re- 
mained in  the  tent,  would  necesxarily  take  the  hogs  in  fiank  as  the 
troop  passed  by.  Nor  was  I  mistaken,  as  Ernest  informed  me,  on 
bringing  up  the  cart  to  receive  our  spoil.  So  that  we  had  three 
more  victims,  Juno  having  also  done  her  duty,  and  prostrated  one 
of  the  fugitive  held. 

The  arrival  of  our  professor  naturally  provoked  a  discussion 
on  the  name  and  characteristics  of  our  captures.  Frederick 
thought  they  belonged  to  the  race  of  Tahitian  hogs  described 
by  Captain  Cook.      Ernest  was  of   a  different  opinion,  and   at 


length    it   was   determined    that    their    proper    designation    was  . 
peecary,  an  animal  very  common  in  Guiana  and  throughout  South 
America. 
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Before  loading  the  cart  with  our  spoil,  we  resolved  to  reduceite 
weight  hf  removing  the  intestines. 

Diligently  as  we  laboured  &t  our  task,  we  were  unable  to  finish 
it  before  dinner-time,  and  we  thought  ourselves  fortunate  in  find- 
ing some  sugar-canes,  snd  refreshing  and  invigorating  ourselves 
with  their  nutritious  juice.  We  threw  to  onr  dogs  an  enormous 
quantity  of  ofial,  on  which  they  feasted  heartily,  and  then  resumed 
the  road  to  our  tent ;  bnt  we  were  so  proud  of  and  delighted  by 
our  successful  battue,  that  my  young  merry-makers  insisted  upon 
converting  our  convoy  into  a  triumphal  procession.  They  cut  a 
plentiful  supply  of  green  branches  to  adorn  their  vehicle  ;  decorated 
themselves  and  their  guns  with  flowers ;  and  raised  a  loud  song  of 
victory. 

"  You  have  kept  me  waiting,  gentlemen  hunters,"  said  my  wile 
on  our  arrival,  "  until  my  roast  is  spoiled.  Bat,  0  me,  what  an 
immense  supply  of  meat  I  We  cannot  make  use  of  Nature's 
bounties ;  we  mnst  waste  or  destroy  them." 

We  excused  our  delay  as  best  we  could,  and  the  boys  presented 
their  mother  with  some  sugar-canes,  which  were  very  gracionaly 
received.  I  explained  to  her  that  our  provisions  need  not  be  wasted, 
and  we  determined  to  prepare  them  immediately  for  keeping. 

Frederick  proposed  to  entertain  us  with  a  dish  of  roast  pig,  after 
the  Tahitian  fashion.  We  accepted  bis  proposition,  but  deferred 
its  executiou  till  the  following  day,  as  the  coring  of  our  hogs 
would  leave  us  no  time  to  think  of  anything  else. 

I  gave  orders  for  the  collection  of  a  quantity  of  green  leaves  and 
branches  for  smoking  the  bacon.  Meanwhile,  we  lost  not  a 
moment.  Ernest  singed  the  hair  off  the  pigs ;  Frederick  aud  I 
cut  them  up ;  my  wife  salted  the  various  portions ;  and  tbc 
younger  lads  ran  to  and  fro  at  our  several  l>ehcEts.  I  piled  up  the 
legs  and  all  the  pieces  of  bacon,  so  that  the  salt  might  thoroughly 
penetrate  them ;  and  we  afterwards  basted  the  heap  of  meat  with 
the  brine  that  kept  dripping  from  them,  until  the  smoking  or 
curing  hut  was  ready.  The  heads  and  bones  we  gave  to  onr  dogs 
and  jackal. 

Next  morning  Frederick  reminded  me  of  my  promise  of  the 
^preceding  evening,  and  asked  permission  to  serve  up  to  the  family 
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"  a  roast "  after  his  fashion.  I  had  already  thongfat  of  this,  and 
reserved  a  pig  for  special  treatment.  We  dug  a  broad  and  deep 
trench  in  the  ground ;  then  Frederick  seized  the  pig,  washed  it 
carefully,  rubbed  it  inside  with  a  coat  of  salt,  and  stuffed  it  with  a 
mixture  of  chopped  meat,  potatoes,  and  herbs ;  but  the  addition  of 
the  salt  and  the  force-meat  was  not  warranted  by  the  custom  of 
the  Tahitians,  who  are  contented  with  the  driest  and  most  tasteless 
dishes,  while  the  European  will  not  touch  them  imless  they  are 
seasoned. 

The  trench,  meantime,  had  been  filled  with  combustible  mater- 
ials. We  set  fire  to  them,  and  Rudly  and  Fritz  at  intervals,  as 
their  elder  brother  ordered,  threw  in  large  stones,  and  left  them  to 
get  red  hot. 

My  wife  regarded  all  these  preparations  with  a  somewhat  sar- 
castic air. 

"  Fine  cooking,  in  truth,"  said  she,  shaking  her  head ;  "  a  whole 
hog  I  Earth,  ashes,  and  a  fire  of  dried  straw  I  I  am  of  opinion, 
gentlemen,  that  you  will  surprise  us  with  a  dish  of  extraordinary 
daintiness  I " 

Nevertheless,  despite  the  little  confidence  she  felt  in  the  success 
of  our  enterprise,  she  could  not  help  giving  her  sons  the  advice 
her  experience  suggested,  and  she  assisted  Frederick  in  giving  his 
pig  the  most  appetizing  appearance  possible,  and  in  rendering  it 
fit  to  figure  on  the  board  of  the  most  fastidious  epicure. 

Our  preparations  being  completed,  the  head  cook  enveloped  his 
Tahitian  roast  in  leaves  and  bark ;  cleared  out  a  space  among  the 
embers  large  enough  to  receive  it,  covered  it  with  the  red-hot 
stones,  and  spread  over  the  whole  a  thick  layer  of  earth,  to  pre- 
vent the  air  from  reaching  it. 

When  she  beheld  this  last  ceremony,  my  wife  dropped  her  arms, 
and  in  a  tone  of  the  most  complete  despair  exclaimed, — 

"  Good-bye  to  your  cooking,  gentlemen !  No  more  of  it  for 
me !  It  may  do  very  well  for  savages,  but  don't  for  a  moment 
think  that  a  Swiss  woman,  who  flatters  herself  she  knows  some- 
thing about  the  theory  of  roasting  and  boiling,  will  ever  touch  the 
smoky,  blackened,  and  detestable  mass  of  grilled  meat  which  will 
come  out  of  yonder  pit !  *' 
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However,  Frederick  did  not  despair,  and  learnedly  appealed  to 
all  the  euloginms  recorded  by  voyagers  on  the  famous  roast  viands 
of  the  Tahitians,  in  proof  of  his  assurance  that  he  would  soon 
extract  from  the  burning  trench  a  dish  of  superlative  excellence. 
I  interrupted  his  erudite  exposition  by  recalling  attention  to  the 
curing-hut  which  we  had  erected  for  the  preparation  of  our  salted 
meats.  We  had  fully  fourteen  superb  hams,  and  I  wanted  to 
dress  them  like  the  Westphalian,  as  a  precious  resource  for  our 
family  during  the  rainy  season.  We  therefore  filled  the  hut  with 
green  leaves  and  damp  boughs,  which  we  set  on  fire,  keeping  it 
up  for  several  days  until  the  meat  appeared  sufficiently  smoked. 

But  to  return  to  Frederick's  experiment.  Two  hours  sufficed 
to  cook  his  pig,  and  it  was  not  without  some  astonishment  that 
after  he  had  removed  its  triple  enclosure  of  earth,  embers,  and  red- 
hot  stones,  we  foimd  ourselves  regaled  with  a  most  delicious 
odour.  I  had  scarcely  counted  upon  anything  really  eatable, 
and  lo,  smoking  before  us,  was  a  dish  cooked  "  to  a  turn,"  with  a 
perfume  of  spices  so  admirably  combined,  that  the  whole  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  most  skilful  cook.  Frederick  triumphed; 
the  good  mother  frankly  confessed  that  she  was  beaten ;  and 
everybody  was  of  opinion  we  ought  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
the  proof  positive  of  eating,  and  that  the  roast  pig  should  be 
solemnly  tasted.  We  freed  it  from  a  few  remaining  traces  of 
earth  and  embers,  and  commenced  our  banquet :  it  was  pronounced 
delicious.  I  was  most  surprised  at  the  odour  of  spices  which 
impregnated  it,  but  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  owing 
to  the  leaves  in  which  we  had  wrapped  up  the  animal. 

This  mode  of  oooking  was,  for  us,  a  new  discovery,  and  one  of 
no  little  importance,  as  it  insured  us  an  agreeable  seasoning 
for  our  ragouts,  which  Nature  would  spontaneously  renew  every 
year.  I  endeavoured  to  refer  the  leaf  we  had  used  to  its  proper 
genus  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  after  some  reflection  deter- 
mined it  was  the  Jtavensara  of  Madagascar,  which  naturalists  call 
agatophyJlumj  or  "  the  good  leaf."  I  took  care  to  bum  a  small 
quantity  in  our  curing  hut,  where  we  had  hung  up  the  legs  of 
pork,  in  the  hope  the  latter  would  imbibe  the  aromatic  savour 
which  had  so  much  delighted  us. 


ADDITIONAL  DISCOVERIES.  307 

F<ir  till!  tlirec  days  occupied  by  our  curing  processes,  I  set  out 
rogului'ly  with  my  elder  boys  to  explore  the  surroimdiiig  country, 
while  one  remained  with  their  mother  to  defend  her  and  watch 
over  the  safely  of  our  encampment. 

la  thcHe  journeys  we  gained  no  information  of  the  boa's  former 
liabitat,  but  frequently  came  upon  little  shadowy  nooks,  very  fair 
to  sec ;  and  they  never  terminated  without  our  making  some  new 


discovery  without  our  bringing  back  some  useful  article  to  enrich 
our  abode  and  render  our  existence  more  agreeable  One  day, 
having  rambled  in  tlie  direction  ot  Bamboo  Marsh  we  relumed 
with  a  supply  of  ve^els  of  every  size  made  out  of  the  reeds, 
which  we  had  cut  above  and  below  their  nodes  or  joints  and 
which  were  of  to  large  a  diameter  that  many  of  our  little 
buckets — for  such  they  really  were— measured  from  eighteen 
inches  to  two  feet  in  width.  On  the  very  same  day  we  made 
another  discovery ;  namely,  that  each  node  distilled  a  saccharine 
matter  which  crystallized  in  the  sun,  and  which,  when  collected 
in  a  suitable  vessel,  closely  resembled  rap6  sugar.  The  reeds  also 
furnished  us  with  long  stout  spines,  which  served  very  well 
instead  of  nails. 

These  various  articles,  and  especially  the  rap€  sugar,  gratified 
our  good  manageress  exceedingly ;  and  tbe  buckets  received  that 
warm  and  admiring  welcome  which  every  housewife  accords  to 
utensils  that  will  facilitate  the  domestic  economy  of  the  house. 
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They  were  precious  treasures,  and  it  was  not  long  before  iihe  fonnd 
&  suitable  employment  for  them. 

One  of  OUT  excursions,  I  should  add,  was  to  Prospect  Hill ;  but 
we  found  everything  there  in  sad  disorder.  The  enclosures  were 
broken  down,  the  flocks  had  fled ;  the  apes  had  vinted  our  settle- 
ment, and  left  indisputahle  memorials  of  their  savagery.  It 
became  evident  that  we  should  be  compelled  to  undertake  a  war 
of  extermination  against  our  steadtast  and  malicious  enemies,  who 
were  clearly  of  a  mind  that  we  should  enjoy  no  peace  in  any  of 
our  colonies.  But  I  deferred  the  solution  of  this  important 
problem  to  another  time. 

Meanwhile,  we  threw  up  a  rampart  of  earth  round  the  curing 
hut ;  we  fortified  it,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  with  stones  and 
branches  of  trees,  to  protect  our  winter  stores  against  birds  of  prey 
and  wild  beasts ;  and  we  made  arrangements  to  start,  on  the 
momicg  of  the  fourth  day,  on  a  further  survey  of  the  country. 
It  was  our  intention  to  pass  beyond  the  defile  which  opened  from 
the  quarter  we  hod  for  the  last  two  years  inhabited  into  an  entirely 
unknown  district,  whither  we  had  penetrated  on  but 
and  had  nearly  fallen  victims  to  a  herd  of  buffaloes. 


CHAPTER  X. 
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tKE  the  krk,  we  rose  with  the  Hun; 
and  after  about  two  hours'  marching, 
halted  withitt  gunahot  of  the  defile 
whtch  separated  the  two  diBtricts;  a 
positioa  which  appeared  to  lue  emi- 
nently favourable,  the  pine  forest  and 
the  mountain  forming  a  natural  ram- 
part for  our  little  camp.  Moreover,  we 
had  reached  a  conaiderablo  elevation, 
whence  the  eye  included  a  wide  range  of  prospect,  and  easily  sur- 
veyed the  surrounding  country, 

"  What  an  admirable  position  1 "  exclaimed  Frederick ;  "  here 
we  might  easily  defend  ourselves  against  any  hostile  attack.  If 
you  will  take  my  advice,  father,  we  shall  establish  a  post 
here." 

Rudly,  who,  according  to  his  laudable  custom,  had  not  paid  the 
slightest  attention  to  anything  passing  around  him — which,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  him  from  taking  a  part  in  the  conversation — 
caught  up  his  brother's  concluding  words,  and  confounding  a 
military  pori  with  the  useful  institution  for  delivering  letters, — 

"  A  poet  1 "  he  cried  ;  "  and  for  what  countries  are  we  to  receive 
letters?" 

"  For  Sydney,  Melbourne,  and  New  South  Wales,"  I  answered, 
gravely. 

My  reply  attracted  the  attention  of  Fritz,  who  asked  me  why  I 
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had  named  tliesc  particular  placca, — did  I  think  we  were  really 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  or  had  I  only  meationcd  thein  at 
hazard? 

"  Bvery  time,"  uiid  I,  "  that  I  have  consulted  the  capt&in's 
charts,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  island  must  be 
situated  in  the  Australian  waters.  The  leading  circumstances  of 
the  shipwreck,  the  route  previously  followed  by  our  vessel,  the 
heavy  tropical  rains,  the  productions  of  the  country,  the  sugar- 
canes,  the  spices,  the  palm-treea,  all  concur  to  strengthen  me  in 
that  opinion.  But  wherever  we  may  really  have  been  cast  away, 
we  still  belong  to  God's  great  family,  and  Him  we  must  tlmnk  for 
our  preservation,  and  tlie  treasures   He  has  daily  lavished  upon 

It  waa  Frederick's  anxious  wish  that,  before  quitting  this 
locality,  we  should  build,  as  a  memorial  of  our  visit,  a  fortress 
after  the  Kamtschatdale  fashion,  which  simply  consists  of  a  plat- 
form erected  upon  four  pillars,  at  siicb  an  elevation  from  the 
ground  as  to  defy  the  attacks  of  wild  beasts.  Before  entertaining 
his  proposal,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  examine  the  neighbourhood 
more  closely ;  but  in  our  survey  we  met  with  nothing  more  for- 
midable than  a  couple  of  margais,  or  wild  cats,  which  darted  out 
of  the  bush  where  they  had  been  concealed,  and  were  lost  in  the 
forest  before  we  had  time  to  raise  our  guns. 

The  rest  of  the  morning  was  devoted  to  various  labours  needful 
for  the  safety  of  our  encampment.  Then  we  dined ;  but  the  heat 
was  so  oppressive  that  we  found  it  impossible  to  resume  our  march, 
and  deferred  until  tlie  following  day  our  excursion  into  the 
savannah. 

The  night  passed  ujidisturbed.  We  rose  with  the  sun,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  had  completed  our  preparations  for  departure.  I  took 
with  me  my  three  eldest  sons,  as  on  penetrating  into  an  unknown 
region  I  wished  our  force  to  be  as  strong  as  possible.  The  reader 
will  laugh,  perhaps,  at  such  an  expression  applied  to  an  imposing 
army  of  four  persons,  two  of  them  very  young  boys,  another  only 
seventeen  years  old,  and  one  a  man.  Nevertheless,  this  army 
represented  our  entire  military  resources.  Fritz  and  his  mother 
temaincH  in  charge  of  the  baggage.     We  breakfasted,  filled  our 
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game-bags  with  provisions,  and  took  leave  of  our  dear  manageress, 
who  saw  us  depart  with  feelings  of  keen  anxiety. 

We  traversed  the  defile  at  whose  extremity  we  had  formerly 
raised  a  palisade  of  bamboos  and  thorny  palms.  Our  barrier  had 
ceased  to  exist.  The  posts  were  scattered  about  in  all  directions, 
and  we  recognized  in  the  sand  the  marks  of  the  boa's  passage, 
whence  we  concluded  that  the  monster  had  made  its  way  from 
the  savannahs  into  our  quarter  of  the  island  through  this  very 
defile.  The  storms  of  winter,  the  torrents  fed  by  days  of  heavy 
rain,  the  apes,  the  wild  hogs,  the  buffaloes,  and,  perhaps,  other 
and  far  more  terrible  animals, — all  seemed  to  have  united  in 
destroying  the  first  structure  raised  by  man  in  the  region  where 
they  had  formerly  reigned  as  undisputed  lords.  I  thereupon  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  building  a  barrier  of  far  greater  solidity,  which 
should  be  proof  against  the  fury  of  the  elements  and  the  assaults 
of  wild  beasts ;  but  as  there  was  no  need  that  the  work  should  be 
immediately  begun,  I  deferred  it  to  a  more  convenient  opportunity. 
We  had  first  to  explore  the  entire  savannah.  Emerging  from  the 
defile,  we  therefore  set  foot  on  what  was,  for  us,  a  terra  incognita — 
an  unknown  land. 

Rudly  quickly  recognized  the  place  where  we  had  captured  our 
buffalo,  the  river  which  divided  the  plain  into  two  parts,  and 
whose  banks  were  clothed  with  a  prodigality  of  vegetation. 

We  followed  its  course  for  some  time,  and  found  the  grotto  or 
cave  where  my  son  had  entrapped  the  young  jackal.  Then,  as  we 
turned  aside  from  its  bank,  we  perceived  that  the  appearance  of 
the  country  visibly  altered ;  vegetation  disappeared ;  and  we  found 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  an  immense  plain,  whose  boundaries  were 
lost  in  the  far  horizon,  beyond  all  hope  of  our  attaining  them. 
The  sun  shot  its  burning  arrows  direct  upon  our  heads ;  the  sand 
was  scorched  and  fiery;  in  a  word,  the  desert  was  before  and 
around  us,  a  desert  without  a  tree,  a  sandy  waste,  where  two  or 
three  geraniums,  dried  up  and  withering  on  their  stems,  and  a  few 
^^rasses,  contrasted  singularly  with  the  arid  soil.  In  crossing 
the  stream  we  had  filled  our  gourds  with  fresh  water;  but  the 
heat  of  the  sun  had  so  warmed  it  that  we  were  unable  to  drink  it, 
and  were  fain  to  endure  our  thirst. 

26 
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"  What  K  difference  between  thia  drear;  wilderness,"  said  Budly, 
with  a  sigh,  "  and  the  beautiful  scenery  where  we  encountered  the 


"  This  ia  Arabia  Petrren — Arabia  the  Stony,"  observed  Ernest. 

"  If  ever  there  were  a  land  accursed,  it  bthisl"  added  Frederick, 
energetically  j  "  all  the  poiaons  of  the  New  World  might  have 
grown  here  in  company;  the  place  is  admirably  suited  for 
them." 

"  It  is  a  volcano,"  cried  Emeet  again,  "  for  I  feel  my  feet 
bnming ;  we  walk  on  red-hot  iron." 

I  endeavoured  to  re-animate  the  courage  of  my  children. 

"  Patience  1 "  I  exclaimed.  "  Patience  1  Nothing  is  obtained 
without  work ;  nothing  won  without  suffering.  'Ad  auguata  per 
angasia,'  eaya  the  Latin  proverb, — through  difhcuUies  to  triumphs. 
See,  as  we  advauce,  the  plain  grows  less  monotonous.  Already 
we  can  distinguish  a  hill  rising  at  no  great  distance  from  us. 
Who  knows?  On  the  other  side  may  He  a  new  Eden,  where  we 
shall  find  freshness  and  repose." 

At  length,  after  two  hours'  weary  walking,  we  reached  the  foot 
of  the  hill  wliich  for  some  time  had  been  visible.  We  were  so 
fatigued  that  we  could  uot  climb  its  rocky  acclivity  to  reconnoitre 
the  country  lying  beyond.  We  threw  ourselves  down  in  the  shade, 
utterly  exhausted.  Even  our  dogs  were  overcome,  and  stretched 
their  limbs  by  our  side.  We  then  cast  our  gaze  over  the  wide 
space  we  had  traversed ;  wo  were  isolated  in  the  centre  of  the 
desert ;  and  the  river,  which  we  could  still  perceive,  was  defined 
upon  the  horizon  like  a  thread  of  silver  amid  the  verdure  which 
clothed  its  banks.  It  was  the  Nile,  seen  from  the  summit  of  a 
mountain,  in  the  heart  of  the  burning  plains  of  Nubia. 

We  bad  scarcely  been  seated  ten  minutes,  before  Master  Knips, 
who  had  accompanied  us  in  our  excursion,  suddenly  quitted  us, 
making  the  most  comical  grimaces,  and  disappeared  along  the 
rocky  path.  We  concluded  that  he  had  detected  the  neighbour- 
hood of  some  troop  of  monkeys,  or  that  his  gormandizing  instinct 
had  revealed  to  him  some  hidden  dainty.  We  suffered  him  to  go 
where  he  would,  but  our  dogs,  and  Rudly's  jackal,  followed  him. 

We  were  still  too  exhausted  with  heat  and  fatigue  to  pursue 
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mfftred  terribly  from  thirst, 

I  dun  n  few  niorbLta  of  sugar  (.auo  fioiii  my 

knapsack  and   distributcrt   them       The 

leCreshing  juice  stimulated  our  ap 

petites,  and  on   a  few  Rbtea  oC 

ronst  peccary  w  e  feaatod  heartily 

"  Coine,"t>aid  Frederick,  laugh 

ini;    '  you  \i  iH  ndniit  that  n  piece 

f  ronRt  ham,  u  la  Tahiti,  is  not 

I     I  c  dei*pi*ied  in  such  a  wilder 

-s  this  ' 

"  It    IS    better,    at    all 

.\ents, '     replied     Ernest, 

than    meat    prepared   in 

of  the  Tar 

who  put  it    jou 

,  iindtr  tlieir  nad 

,  iDeh,  anil  so  earrj  their 

lunith  them 


tliey  may  betake  themselves.' 

This  bit  of  erudition  originated  an  intereBting  discussion  but 
while  I  was  explaining  my  reasons  for  disbelieving  this  story — 
which,  however,  is  accredited  by  moat  travellers — Frederick 
whose  sharp  eyesight  was  always  diBCOvenng  things  no  one  else 
could  catch  a  gljmpxe  of,  rose  i   th  n  eudden  panic 

"  What  do  I  see  ?  "  he  exclaimed  Here  are  two  horsemen 
bearing   down   upon   us  I     Now  u  third   has   joined  them    and 
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ihey   are   gnllopiiig   ahead.     They  must  be    the   Arabs   of   the 

"  Araba  !  "  said  Ernest.     "  You  mean  Bedouins." 

"  Wliich  is  simply  saying,"  I  interrupted,  "  that  your  brother  is 
not  mistaken  ;  for  the  Bedouins  arc  only  a  nomadic  people  belong^- 
ing  to  the  great  Arab  family.  But  hold,  Frederick  ;  take  my 
glass,  for  your  discovery  astonishes  me." 

"  Oh,  now  I  see  something  very  different !  I  can  make  out 
henls  of  cattle  browsing ;  then,  what  seem  to  be  waggons  loaded 
with  hay,  going  to  and  from  the  river.  Now  I  have  lost  sight  of 
them.  What  it  all  means  I  cannot  say;  but  I  am  sure  there  are 
some  extraordinary  objects  yonder," 

"  You  are  seeing  wonders,"  said  Rudly,  impatiently.  "  Pray, 
hand  me  the  telescope  for  a  moment." 

He  looked  ;  and  in  his  turn  declared  that  he  saw  the  horsemen, 
carrying  short  spears,  with  streamers  waving  from  them. 

"  Come,"  said  I,  ''  I  mistrust  the  eyes  of  both  ;  your  imagina- 
tions arc  too  poetical.  Ueinember  the  monster  which  you  once  dis- 
covered in  ft  shoal  of  herrings." 

I  took  tlic  telescope,  anO  after  a  deliberate  examination,  I  said,— 

"  Well,  Kudty,  what  do  you  thmk  your  Arabs  of  the  Desert, 
your  horsemen  armed  with  spears,  your  wandering  herds,  your 
loaded  waggons,  really  are  ?  " 

"  Giraffes,  perhaps  ?  " 

"  No  ;  though  the  guess  is  not  a  bad  one.  They  are  ostriches, 
'Tis  a  magnificent  chase  which  Fortune  has  placed  within  our 
reach  ;  and  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  should  not  let  these 
beautiful  inhabitants  of  the  desert  escape  without  endeavouring  to 
capture,  at  all  events,  one  of  them." 

"  Ostriches  I  "  exclaimed  Frederick  and  Rudly  together.  "  Ho, 
ho!  what  luck  1  We  will  tame  one,  and  its  feathers  will  be  a 
splendid  ornament  for  our  caps." 

"  Yes,"  replied  Ernest,  gravely  ;  "  the  feathers  will  be  a  splen- 
did ornament  when  we  have  captured  the  bird  which  bears  them  ! " 

Meantime  the  ostriches  approached,  and  we  had  to  consider  the 
best  means  of  entrapping  them,  I  tholigbt  the  simplest  plan  was 
to  )ie  in  ambuscade,  and  take  them  by  surprise.      I  theiefore 
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(liBpatchod  Frederick  and  Ruilly  in  quest  of  the  dngs  and  monkey, 
while  Ernest  nud  I  Bouglit  a  place  of  concealuient.  We  found  a 
ahelter  behind  some  great  clumps  of  n  plant  glowing  among  tlic 
rocks,  which  I  recognized  as  the  Eaphnrbinm,  or  what  clieniiBts 
call  wolf  A  bine  (!ait  de  imip),  whose  juice  is  one  of  the  niost  active 
of  the  poisons  of  the  vegetalile  world. 


Rndly  ond  Frederick  returned  with  our  hunting  companions, 
wlio  had  made  good  use  of  the  time  they  had  been  gone,  and,  as 
\vc  saw  from  their  dripping  skins,  had  contrived  to  quench  their 
thirst  and  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  bath. 

The  ostriches  having  come  within  sight,  I  made  out  that  the 
troop  consisted  of  four  females  and  one  male ;  the  latter  being 
recognizable  by  the  long  white  feathers  which  oilomcd  his  croup. 
We  immediately  lay  down  behind  our  leaFy  screeo,  holding  in  our 
dogs,  lest  their  natural  impetuosity  should  spoil  our  stratagem. 

Tlie  birds  continued  their  advance,  while  we  discussed  the  ordi- 
nary manner  of  capturing  oslricbes. 

"  Get  ready  your  eagle,"  said  I  to  Frederick  ;  "  for  if  our  legs 
and  those  of  our  dogs  should  fail,  we  must  have  recourse  to  his 
wings." 

"  Do  ostriches  run  so  very  swiftly  ?  "  inquired  Rudly.  "  At  all 
events,  Frederick  and  I  are  not  snailM ;  and  as  for  Ernest,  has  lie 
not  gained  the  prize  for  running  ?  " 
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"  Oh,"  said  I,  "  Ernest's  legs,  good  ss  they  are,  would  be  of  no 
use ;  the  ostrich  can  outstrip  a  hoTse  at  full  gallop." 

"  How  are  they  caught,  then  ?  I  have  seen  pictures  of  DBtridi- 
hunting,  and  the  huntsmen  are  always  represented  on  horseback." 

"  True ;  hut  it  is  rather  by  stratagem  than  by  the  speed  of  their 
horses  that  they  succeed.  This  is  how  they  manage  :  The  ostricli 
eanaot  be  attacked  in  front  or  rear,  but  only  from  the  side.  When 
the  bird  is  pursued  it  describes  a  circle  of  more  or  less  extent, 
always  returning  to  the  point  from  which  it  started.  The  hunter, 
therefore,  confines  himself  to  the  task  of  limiting  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  circumference  of  this  circle.  For  this  purpose  he 
stations  himself  on  the  bird's  side  or  flank,  follows  it,  presses  it 
close,  harasses  it,  and  when  it  is  exhausted  it  falls  into  the  hunter's 
hands.  But  aa  it  sometimes  describes  a  circle  of  great  extent,  and 
one  horse  would  be  uuable  to  tire  it  out,  the  hunters  provide  them- 
selves with  relays  to  keep  up  the  chase ;  and  thus  it  happens  that 
a  single  ostrich  sometimes  tests  the  energies  of  a  whole  caravan." 

"  Is  it  true,"  asked  Krnest,  "  that  the  ostrich  will  hide  its  head 
in  the  sand  or  behind  a  stone,  and  because  it  cannot  see,  thinks  it 
caimot  be  Been  ?  " 

"To  answer  you  1  should  require  to  know  what  passes  in  an 
ostrich's  head ;  and  I  do  not  think  those  writers  who  first  ascribed 
this  gratuitous  stupidity  to  the  ostrich  Imvo  ever  possessed  any 
well -determined  data  respecting  its  intellectual  faculties.  It  is 
much  more  probable  that  if  it  hides  ita  head  at  the  approach  of 
danger,  it  is  in  obedience  to  the  instinct  of  all  creatures  to  defend, 
as  far  as  they  can,  the  most  sensitive  part  of  their  bodies,  than 
with  any  idea  of  rendering  itself  invisible.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  the  ostrich,  by  thrusting  its  head  into  the  sand,  seeks  only  a 
point  d'appui — a  leveroge  winch  will  give  it  more  force  to  resist 
its  enemy,  and  deal  the  horses  attacking  it  in  the  rear  a  succession 
of  well-planted  kicks.  For  my  part,  I  believe  the  bird  has  been 
calumniated,  and  that  the  fable  transmitted  from  generation  to 
generation  is  wholly  baseless." 

I  now  perceived  that  the  ostriches  had  recognized  our  scent. 
They  hcsitnted  to  advance  ;  hut  as  we  remained  immovable  in  our 
hiding-place,  they  would  probably  have  mistaken  us  for  stones,  anil 
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advanced  rigbt  upon  us,  hod  not  our  dogs,  whom  we  hod  reBtn^ned 
with  difficulty,  broken  loose  from  our  grasp.  Barking  frantically, 
they  threw  themaelTeB  npon  the  timid  birds,  who  disappeared  with 
a  rapidity  comparable  only  to  a  flight  of  feathers  impelled  by  a 
strong  wind.  Their  feet  did  not  seem  to  touch  the  ground  ;  their 
expanded  wings,  slightly  bent,  might  be  likened  to  the  sails  of  a 
ship ;  and  the  wind,  by  supporting  them,  increased  the  eitraordi- 
nary  awiftnesa  of  their  course.  I  then  gave  Frederick  orders  to 
unhood  his  e^le.  The  noble  bird  immediately  clove  the  air  like 
lightning,  overtook  the  male  ostrich,  pounced    upon  it,  and  so 


vigorously  attacked  it  that  the  gigantic  animal  soon  rolled  in  the 
dust.  Tlie  dogs  and  jackal  hastened  up ;  and  when  we  arrived 
the  ostrich  was  past  all  chance  of  rescue,  and  died  of  the  numerous 
wounds  inSicted  by  our  ferocious  confederates. 

This  deplorable  termination  of  our  chase  grieved  us  exceedingly ; 
but  the  evil  being  beyond  remedy,  we  contented  ourselves  with 
saving  what  we  could.  We  drove  off  the  eagle  and  jackal  as  the 
most  dangerous  of  the  victors,  stripped  the  unfortunate  bird  of  the 
snowy  feathers  which  adorned  its  tail,  and  placed  them  hoastingly 
in  our  much-worn  and  dilapidated  caps,  where  these  rich  and 
sumptuous  plumes  had  a  singular  effect,  though  the  shadow  they 
cast  rendered  the  beat  of  the  sun  more  tolerable. 

Frederick  seemed  never  weary  of  admiring  the  ^gantic  propor- 
tions of  the  dead  ostrich. 


408  WISDOM  OF  THE  DIVINE. 

"  What  a  pity,"  he  exckimod,  "  that  so  apleniliil  a  bird  should 
have  heen  slain  I  How  well  it  would  have  figured  among  our 
domestic  animals  I " 

"  How,"  said  Ernest,  "  can  so  large  a  bird  find  snfficient  nouriah- 
ment  in  the  desert  ?  " 

"  You  are  influenced,"  I  replied,  "  by  a  European  prejudice. 
What  we  call  a  desert,  so  far  as  man  is  concerned,  is  no  desert  as 
regards  all  other  animals  ;  and  the  barrenest  plains  invariably  pro- 
duce some  scattered  plants,  palm-trees,  and  turf,  which  sufBce  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  creatures  inhabiting  them.  Moreover,  the 
ostrich  resembles  all  the  animals  of  unproductive  countries ;  it  is 
an  extremely  frugal  bird,  and  capable  of  enduring  hunger  easily. 
Finally,  of  one  thing  be  persuaded,  my  dear  son  ;  tliat  the  Divine 
Author  of  Creation  has  taken  care  that  the  creatures  He  plants  in 
the  desert  shall  no  more  perish  o(  want  than  those  He  places  in  the 
most  fertile  countries,  on  the  smiling  banks  of  rivers,  whose  waters 
carry  richness  and  abundance  wherever  they  penetrate." 

On  this  subject  our  conversation  was  prolonged  for  some  time. 
We  noticed  the  sharp  points  at  the  end  of  their  wings,  which  act 
as  spurs  to  quicken  their  march  when  they  are  pursued.  I  con- 
futed the  false  notion  which  my  sons  had  picked  up  from  some 
book  of  travel,  that  the  ostrich  occasionally  flings  stones  or  sand  at 
its  pursuers. 

"  The  same  might  be  said  of  the  horse,"  I  remarked,  "  for  ho, 
as  he  gallops,  dashes  up  stones  and  mud  along  the  roads  he  travels ; 
and  yet  no  one  has  thought  of  attributing  to  him  the  singular  kind 
of  faculty  attributed  to  the  ortrich." 

Fredericic  inquired  whether  the  bird  had  any  cry.  I  told  liim 
that  in  tho  night  it  gave  utterance  to  n  kind  of  plaintive  moan- 
ing, and  at  other  times  to  a  loud  roar  not  unlilce  that  of  tlie 
lion. 

While  we  were  thus  conversing,  Rudly  and  Ernest,  in  follow- 
ing the  jackal,  had  made  a  discovery,  and  returned  to  apprise  us  of 
it,  waving  their  plumed  caps  in  the  air  to  attract  our  notice. 

"  A  neat  I  "  they  cried  ;  "  an  ostrich's  nest  1     Come  quickly  !  " 

And,  indeed,  there  was  an  ostrich's  nest ;  if  that  can  be  called  :i 
nest  which  is  simply  a  hole  dug  in  tho  sand.     Wo  found  about 
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thirty  eggs,  each  as  large  as  an  infant's  head,  arranged  symmetrically 
in  the  interior. 

"  Take  care,"  I  cried  to  my  hasty  lads,  who  were  about  to 
seize  the  spoil ;  "  take  care  you  do  not  disarrange  them,  or  disturb 
the  order  in  which  they  are  placed.  If  you  do,  the  female  will  not 
return  to  her  nest." 

I  then  asked  Ernest  how  he  and  Rudly  had  lighted  upon  this 
discovery.  It  seemed  that  Ernest  had  noticed  that  the  last  ostrich 
which  fled  before  our  dogs  had  risen  suddenly  from  the  ground, 
and  he  therefore  concluded  she  was  probably  engaged  in  the  work 
of  incubation.  He  made  known  his  opinion  to  Rudly ;  and  the 
two,  accompanied  by  the  jackal,  started  in  search  of  the  nest.  The 
animal's  instinct  proved  unexpectedly  serviceable ;  but  as  he  had 
first  sighted  the  eggs,  he  rewarded  himself  by  breaking  one,  out  of 
which  emerged  a  chicken,  only  to  be  immediately  devoured.  This 
recital  induced  me  to  suggest  to  Rudly  that  his  pupil's  education 
was  not  yet  completed,  and  that  he  should  correct  his  savage 
ardour  with  a  few  whippings. 

My  sons  wished  to  take  the  eggs,  and  hatch  them,  they  said,  by 
exposing  them  to  the  sun  during  the  day,  and  by  covering  them 
over  at  night  with  the  hottest  materials  they  could  find.  Bat  I 
pointed  out  to  Frederick  that  as  each  of  the  eggs  weighed  fully 
three  pounds,  the  nest  would  weigh  nearly  one  hundred,  which,  as 
we  had  neither  beast  nor  vehicle,  we  could  not  possibly  transport 
across  a  desert  where  we  had  with  difficulty  dragged  along  our- 
selves, our  guns,  and  our  game-bags ;  and  that  it  was  doubtful, 
moreover,  whether  we  could  satisfactorily  substitute  a  factitious 
heat  for  the  mother's  influence.  But  as  my  children  ardently 
pressed  their  proposal,  we  came  to  a  compromise,  and  it  was 
resolved  that  each  should  modestly  take  a  single  eggj  which  might 
be  carried  in  a  handkerchief.  But  this  additional  burden  was  soon 
found  extremely  onerous;  and  my  boys,  had  they  dared,  would 
willingly  have  abandoned  all  hopes  of  young  ostriches  to  get  rid 
of  the  eggs.  They  changed  their  load  from  one  hand  to  the  other, 
with  every  indication  of  ennui  and  fatigue.  At  last  I  came  to 
their  assistance,  advising  them  to  cut  some  twigs  from  a  species  of 
low  pine  which  throve  about  the  rocks,  and  to  make  use  of  them 
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in  carrying  their  eggs,  just  aa  the  Dutch  milkwomen  carry  their 
milk-pailB.  Kach  balanced  his  handkerchief  aa  well  aa  he  could 
at  the  end  of  a  stick,  aud  we  reaumed  our  joumey.  My  plan  suc- 
ceeded famously,  and  the  boya  made  no  more  complaints. 

In  due  time  we 
reached  the  border 
of  a  small  morass, 
which  aeemed  to 
be  the  gathering- 
ground  of  eeveral 
springa  issning  from 
the  cli&B,  and  unit- 
ing here  into  one 
channel.  We  recog- 
nized the  traces  of 
our  dogs  and  ape, 
and  found  that  they 
had  enjoyed  their 
refreshing  bath  in 
this  convenient  lo- 
cality. In  the  dis- 
tance no  perceived 
numerous  herds  of 
buFTaloes,  monkeys, 
and  antelopes ;  but 
they  were  too  far 
off  to  molest  us.  Nowhere  waa  any  sign  of  the  serpent  visible, 
nor  anything  to  euggest  the  idea  that  it  had  either  sojourned  in 
or  passed  through  this  district. 

Halting  on  the  outskirt  of  the  morass,  we  took  our  dinner ;  and 
after  an  interval  of  repose,  having  filled  our  empty  gourda  with 
freah  water,  prepared  to  set  out,  when  Rudly's  jackal  disinterred 
from  the  sand  a  round  object,  which  aeemed  like  an  ungainly  lump 
of  moist  earth  or  clay.  I  threw  it  into  the  water  to  cleanae  it, 
and  was  astonished  to  find  that  what  I  had  taken  for  some  unknown 
root  was  really  a  living  creature — a  turtle  of  the  smallest  species, 
about  the  size  of  an  apple,  which  began  to  crawl  away  from  us. 
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"  Why,  I  thought,"  exclaimed  Frederick,  "  that  turtles  lived 
only  in  the  sea.     How  has  this  one  got  here  ?  " 

"  Who  knows  ?  *'  said  Ernest  :  "  perhaps  there  has  been  a 
shower  of  turtles  in  this  desert.  The  Romans  have  recorded  a 
shower  of  frogs." 

"  Stop,  stop,  professor  1 "  I  rejoined.  "  Your  irony  is  no  proof 
of  your  knowledge,  for,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  you  seem  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  there  are  land  and  freshwater  turtles  of  this 
family ;  and  not  only  do  you  find  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
swamps,  but  in  gardens,  where  they  prey  upon  snails,  worms,  and 
all  kinds  of  insects." 

"  Well,  then,"  remarked  Ernest,  "  we  had  better  carry  some  to 
mamma  to  cleanse  her  garden  of  its  destructive  vermin,  and  we 
can  also  put  a  specimen  in  our  natural  history  museum." 

Rudly's  jackal  all  this  time  was  scratching  up  the  sand,  and  we 
soon  collected  a  dozen  little  turtles,  of  which  I  took  charge  in  my 
game-bag.  Frederick  then  returned  to  the  subject  of  turtles,  and 
their  different  species. 

**  These,"  I  said,  "  are  generally  found  in  the  alternately  dry 
and  marshy  plains  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In  the  summer, 
when  the  sun  converts  the  country  into  a  breadth  of  dry  sandy 
wilderness,  they  bury  themselves  several  feet  deep  in  the  sand, 
emerging  at  the  return  of  the  rainy  season  to  enjoy  the  freshness 
of  the  air.  Thus  these  animals  resemble  numerous  European 
species  which  spend  a  portion  of  the  year  underground.  Frogs, 
for  instance,  embed  themselves  in  the  mud,  and  there,  at  a  depth 
of  several  feet,  hybemate  in  security.  And  in  our  Swiss  moun-^ 
tains  do  not  the  marmots  bury  themselves  in  the  recesses  of  their 
bun-ows  and  sleep  through  all  the  winter?" 

We  quitted  the  borders  of  the  pool,  and  instead  of  retracing  our 
steps,  followed  for  some  time  a  runlet  which  issued  from  it,  and 
brought  us  back  to  the  cliff  where  we  had  formerly  rested.  It  was 
a  delightful  route  compared  with  any  we  had  previously  taken  in 
the  savannah,  for  it  was  overarched  with  leafy  trees  and  surrounded 
with  blooming  verdure;  in  truth,  it  was  an  oasis  in  the  desert, 
and  we  showed  our  appreciation  of  its  beauties  by  christening  it) 
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The  Green  Valley. 
We  would  gladly 
have  bestowed  « 
more  pompous  ap- 
pellation, if  that 
would  have  been 
iiny  measure  of  the 
[iloasure  we  had 
ilerivcd  from  it. 

We  soon  lost 
sight  of  it,  and  re- 
entered the  desert. 
The  heat,  however, 
was  not  so  intense. 
Whctber  our  reKf 
had  restored  our 
enfeebled  energies, 
or  the  thought  that 
we  were  travelling 
towards  a  secure 
^^^  asylum  rendered 
-^  ■=■=*  the  march  less 
wearisome,  certain  it  is  that  on  our  return  wo  progressed  easily, 
and  neither  sighs  nor  complaints  were  heard.  Our  ostrich's  eggs 
were  the  only  capture  we  had  made ;  but  it  was  not  our  fault  if 
game  had  failed  us.  As  we  bad  remarked  that  the  animals  of 
4bese  regions  were  often  more  afraid  of  our  dogs  than  of  us,  wc 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  bold  in  leasb  our  faithful  but  too 
impetuous  companions.  Fiederick  led  Braun,  Ernest  Falb,  I  took 
charge  of  Turk,  and  Rudly  of  his  jackal.  As  for  Juno,  she  was 
honoured  with  Master  Knips  as  her  rider,  and  therefore,  having 
less  fear  of  her  escapades,  we  let  her  go  free. 

We  had  arrived  within  halt- an -hour's  march  of  the  Jockafs 
Cave.  Rudly  and  Frederick  halted  n  moment  to  shift  their  bur- 
dens; I  stopped  with  them;  and  Ernest  continued  his  journey, 
followed  by  Falb. 

"  Our  philosopher  is  in  a  hurry  lo  gain  the  cool  shades  of  the 
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gnitto,"  said  Rndlv,  laughing,  "  und  starts  on  ahead  at  so  brave  a 
[laco  juBt  that  he  may  bo  the  first  to  rest." 

Ho  had  scarcely  uttered  the  words  when  we  were  startled  by  a 
Hhriek  of  distress.  It  was  ErDest's  voice.  Then  came  two  very 
distinct  growls,  to  which  our  dogs  replied  with  a  howl  of  alarm. 
Almost  iiiiinedintcly  Ernest  reappeared,  runutDg  with  all  his  mighty 
his  face  pale,  his  voii.'e  choked  with  terror, 

"  The  boars  I  the  bears  1 "  ho  cried ;  "  they  are  following  dio  I 


And  the  poor  boy  fell  into  my  arms,  more  dead  than  alive.  I 
had  no  time  to  reassure  him  or  rouse  his  courage,  and  felt  a  and- 
den  nhudder  thrill  through  my  frame  when  an  enormous  bear  eanio 
in  sight,  iiuickly  followed  by  a  second. 

"  Courage,  my  boys,  courage." 
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I  could  say  no  more,  but  seized  my  gun,  loaded  it,  and  prepared 
to  give  the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  Frederick  followed  my 
example,  and,  with  a  courage  and  coolness  beyond  his  age,  placed 
bimoelf  by  my  side.  Budly  also  took  his  musket,  hut  remained 
in  the  rear,  while  Ernest,  unarmed,  for  in  his  fright  he  had  dropped 
his  gun,  retreated  still  fm-ther. 

Oar  doge  meiOnwhile  had  rushed  to  tlie  attack,  and  grappled 
gallantly  with  their  terrible  adversaries.  We  fired  together,  and 
though  our  shots  did  not  bring  down  the  enemy,  they  nevertheleKS 
made  their  mark.  One  bear  had  his  jaw  smashed,  the  other  a 
shoulder  broken.  The  struggle  was  not  ended,  however ;  only  the 
first  could  no  longer  bite,  nor  the  second  strangle  us.  Our  trusty 
companions  accomplished  prodigies  of  courage  and  intrepidity : 
they  fought  like  men ;  they  rolled  in  the  dust  with  their  oppo- 
nents, whose  blood  reddened  the  sand. 

We  would  fain  have  delivered  n  second  volley,  but  were  afraid 
of  killing  or  wounding  one  of  our  dogs.  In  the  spirited  combat 
which  had  taken  place  it  was  impossible,  at  our  distance  from  it, 
to  fight  with  sufficiently  exact  an  aim  to  hit  an  enemy  without 
injuring  a  friend.  We  resolved  to  advance,  and,  when  within 
four  paces,  we  discharged  our  pistols.  Tlicir  reports  were  suc< 
ceedcd  by  a  howl  of  rage  and  anguish  which  made  us  tremble ; 
but  the  two  monsters  were  prostrated,  and  victory  was  ours. 

"A  good  work  well  done  I  "said  I;  "let  us  return  thanks  to 
Heaven,  which  has  ouce  more  saved  our  lives." 

We  remained  for  some  time  mute  with  astonishment  before  our 
two  terrible  adversaries.  Our  dogs,  covered  with  blood  and 
wounds,  still  tore  them  with  their  eager  teeth.  Afraid  of  a  feint, 
and  to  satisfy  myself  that  they  were  really  dead,  I  fired  a  pistol 
into  each  one's  heart,  Rudly,  who  had  preserved  a  cheerful 
countenance  throughout  the  cngf^emcnt,  then  raised  a  song  of 
triumph,  and  brought  up  poor  Ernest,  still  trembling  in  every  limb. 

I  desired  him  to  tell  us  how  he  had  made  the  discovery  of  these 
fomiidable  foes.  He  confessed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  he  had 
hurried  on  before  us  to  reach  the  grotto  first,  where  he  had  in- 
tended to  conceal  himself,  and  frighten  Rudly  by  imitating  a 
bear's  growl. 
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"  I  thought  I  should  have  died  of  tear,"  said  he,  "  when  I  saw 
my  wicked  scheme  bo  fully  realized ;  it  seemed  as  if  God  wished 
to  punish  me  immediately  for  my  fault.  How  I  managed  to  re- 
turn to  you  I  canuot  tell,  for  all  my  strength  seemed  suddenly 
to  fail." 

There  was  no  need  to  reprimand  him,  he  was  so  deeply  and 
sincerely  penitent;  hut  I  profited  by  the  opportunity  to  impress 
upon  my  sons  the  dangerous  character  of  these  practical  jokes, 
which,  though  intended  only  to  excite  laughter,  sometimes  lead 
to  the  most  pitiful  results. 

"  If  we  have  not  found  the  serpent's  nest,"  I  added,  "  we  have 
not  the  less  accomplished  a  good  work  for  the  security  of  our 
plantation  ;  these  two  monsters  would  have  caused  us  very  serious 
anxiety," 

Rudly  here  ohserved  that  the  presence  of  bears  in  so  hot  a  region 
as  that  which  we  inhabited  was  an  extraordinary  circumstance. 

"Nor  do  I  well  know  how  to  explain  it,"  said  I;  "for  my 
knowledge  of  natural  history  is  not  sufficient  to  determine  if  thoM 
two  bears  belong  to  the  European  genus,  or  to  that  of  North 
America,  or  to  the  race  sometimes  met  with  among  the  wilds 
of  Tibet." 

My  boys  now  stood  contemplating  the  carcasses  with  mingled 
terror  and  admiration.  They  examined  the  lai^e  and  solid  teeth 
which  bristled  in  their  jaws ;  they  raised  the  paws  armed  with 
such  frightful  claws;  they  drew  out  the  yellow  or  tawny  hair 
mingled  with  white  spots.  The  coticlusion  they  arrived  at  was, 
that  we  ought  to  consider  ourselves  very  fortunate  in  having  got 
quit  of  them  so  quickly  and  at  so  little  cost.  What  signifies  a 
past  alarm  when  we  can  forget  it  in  present  victory  ? 

I  now  inquired  to  what  purpose  we  should  turn  our  spoil. 

Rudly  thought  we  should  convert  the  heads  into  a  couple  of 
helmets,  calculated  to  render  their  wearers  terrible  to  any  enemy 
who  might  attack  us.  The  less  bellicose  Kmest  suggested  that 
their  skins  would  make  admirable  wrappers  for  winter  use,  or  rugs, 
which,  spread  on  the  ground,  would  protect  us  from  humidity. 

It  was  too  late,  however,  to  think  of  undertaking  any  further 
work,  and  we  resumed  our  homeward  journey,  first  dragging  the 
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two  carcassefi  into  the  cavern,  and  covering  them  with  boughs  as  n 
protection  sgainBt  carnivoroos  animalB  and  birds  of  prey.  We  also 
decided  on  relieving  ourselves  of  the  weight  of  the  ostrich  eggs, 
and  we  buried  them  in  the  sand :  it  was  the  only  way  we  conld 
take  care  of  them,  and  we  should  have  gained  nothing  by  carrying 
them  further. 

It  was  sunset  when  we  rejoined  little  Fritz  and  his  mother,  who 
received  us  with  demonstrations  of  the  liveliest  joy.  A  good  fire 
and  an  excellently  cooked  supper  greatly  refreshed  ua,  and  restored 
OUT  spirits.  My  little  heroes  then  related  the  toils  and  triumphs 
of  the  day ;  and  Rudly,  if  he  had  not  done  much,  now  made 
amends  by  boasting  more  than  any  one.  My  wife  was  much  alarmed 
at  our  adventure  with  the  bears ;  she  could  not  hide  the  tears 
which  gathered  in  her  eyes  when  she  thought  of  the  peril  we  had 
incurred,  and  spite  of  my  assurance  that  we  should  find  the  bears' 
flesh  as  good  a  provision  as  that  of  the  peccaries,  she  had  much 
diffienlly  in  recovering  her  composure. 

Wo  found  that  Fritz  and  his  excellent  mother  had  not  been  idle 
in  our  absence.  They  had  discovered  on  the  banks  of  the  streamlet 
n  kind  of  rich  oily  earth,  so  fine  and  white  that  it  seemed  to  me 
well  adapted  for  making  porcelain.  They  had  also  collected  in 
Imckets  of  bamboo,  ranged  along  the  rock,  a  sufficiency  of  water  to 
supply  the  wants  of  our  cattle ;  and,  finally,  by  dint  of  patience  and  * 
energy,  they  had  contrived  to  accumulate  at  the  entrance  of  the 
defile  a  quantity  of  the  materials  most  requisite  for  the  construc- 
tion of  my  projected  fortification. 

I  heartily  thanked  her  for  all  her  exertions.  We  had  kindled 
a  great  watch-fire  for  our  nocturnal  defence,  and  our  dogs,  whose 
recent  wounds  we  had  washed  ami  bathed  with  fresh  butter, 
stretched  theniselves  around  it.  Before  retiring  to  rest  I  would 
fain  experiment  with  the  white  clay,  and  fashioning  a  couple  of 
bowls,  I  placed  them  in  the  centre  of  the  crackling  flames.  I  also 
lighted  some  torches  to  scare  away  wild  beasts  in  case  the  fire 
went  out.  Then  we  withdrew  under  the  sheltering  roof  of  our 
lent,  and  sweet  sleep,  Nature's  restorer,  soon  sealed  our  eyes. 

It  requiicd  incredible  courage  to  draw  ourselves  from  our  beds 
jiext  morning :  after  unheard-of  efforts,  however,  we  Gucceeited.     I 
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found  the  clay  pipkins  thoroughly  baked.  The  clay  was  porcelaia, 
as  I  had  suspected ;  not  of  the  best  quality,  it  is  true,  but  only 
requiring  a  little  additional  preparation.  We  hurried  over  our 
breakfast;  harnessed  our  beasts  to  the  cart;  set  out  in  blithe 
spirits,  and  arrived  without  accident  or  circumstance  at  the  caTem 
of  the  bears. 

Wo  found  the  entrance  occupied  by  a  throng  of  birds,  who,  from 
the  arrangement  and  colour  of  the  feathers  round  their  necks,  we 
supposed  at  first  to 
be  turkeys  (coq- 
d  Inde)  but  on  a 
closer  and  nearer 
view,  perceived  they 
were  birds  of  prey 
anticipating  us  in 
despoiling  the  two 
bears  They  flew 
into  the  cavern  with 
a  thousand  discor 
dant  cnes,  and  soon 
returned  canying 
great  pieces  of  flesh 
in  their  talons, which 
they  retired  some 
distance  to  devour 
From  their  prodi 
gious  numbers  we 
feared  that  our 
work  was  taken  out  of  c 

leave  only  the  bones  of  the  fonmdable  game  we  had  slaughtered 
on  the  preceding  evening  We  knew  not  how  to  make  our  way 
into  the  cavern,  for  the  plunderers  seemed  in  no  wise  disquieted 
by  our  approach.  Suddenly  a  great  noise  of  wings  was  heard 
above  our  heads ;  a  black  shadow  was  outlined  upon  the  ground ; 
and  lifting  up  our  eyes  we  beheld  another  marvel — an  immense 
bird,  of  astonishing  size  and  strength,  whose  expanded  wingM 
seemed  to  cover  in  the  air  a  space  of  fifteen  or  nxteen  feet. 
27 


Thi  OanM>B{S 
r  hands,  and  that  their  ferocity  would 


416  EXPERIMENTS  IN  MEAT-PRESERVINa, 

He,  too,  directed  hu  course  towards  tbe  cavern , 
lowered  his  powerful  pinions  Fredenok  fired,  and  the  inigihtY 
lenaiit  lA  tlie  uir  fell  heavily  at  our  feet      He  was  ahoi'il 
through  the  heart  and  the  blooil  issued  m  great  ^ 
troin  the  mortal  wound 

The  report  of  Frtdenck  h  gun  create  1  so  complete  f 
panic  among  the  birds  of  prey   that  they  louk  to  flight 
in  hot  ha'ile   filling  tbo  echoes  with   harah  complainlt. 
and  leaving  the  cavern  entrain,e  free      We  huiltr 
to  examine  the  ninged    monster  nhicU  Frederick 
so  Bkilfully  hroui,ht  down  and  reic^iized  it  as  a 
con  lor  of  the  largest  species 

Thcu  we  entered  the  grotto,  where  we  found 
one  of  our  bears  half  entin  and  the  other  com 
pletely  cleaned  if  its  entrails — one  dmagree 
&hle  task  the  less  For  us    wc  earned  oH  the 
skins  and  nhat  remained  untoiiihed  of  the    . 
fleah   and  abanioned  the  remoinhr  to     aJt^ 
our  dogs  ^^\N^^ 

The    preparat  on    of   the    [let.! 
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the  hamS)  and  then  the  feet,  which  I  destined  to  make  a  dainty  of 
the  most  exquisite  character,  according  to  the  received  opinion  of 
European  gourmands.  Afterwards  we  cut  up  the  rest  of  the 
flesh  in  long  strips  of  about  an  inch  in  thickness,  after  the  fashion 
of  the  ancient  buccaneers,  and  exposed  the  whole  in  a  thick  smoke. 
The  fat  was  collected  and  carefully  preserved :  my  wife  set  a  high 
value  upon  it,  because,  besides  the  use  it  would  be  in  culinary 
operations,  she  knew  that  it  might  be  eaten  with  bread  as  an 
excellent  substitute  for  fresh  butter. 

We  obtained  about  one  hundred  pounds  of  fat,  including  what 
the  peccaries  had  yielded  a  few  days  before :  this  we  stored  up  in 
bamboo  vessels,  which  rendered  its  transport  easy.  To  our  dogs 
we  gave  the  bony  carcasses,  and  they  were  so  well  seconded  by  the 
birds  of  prey,  which  in  a  few  moments  gathered  by  their  side,  that 
in  an  inconceivably  short  time  the  two  bears  were  reduced  to 
skeletons  so  white,  and  so  perfectly  cleaned,  as  to  be  fitted  for 
figuring  in  our  museum.  As  for  the  hides,  we  washed  them  in 
salt  water,  and  rubbed  them  with  sand  and  ashes ;  and  though  our 
skill  as  curriers  was  very  limited,  we  contrived  to  render  them 
sufficiently  supple  without  having  recourse  to  the  process  of  the 
Greenlanders,  who  prepare  them,  it  is  said,  with  their  teeth  1 

I  regretted  that  we  were  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
spot  where  we  had  discovered  the  ravensara^  whose  bark  and 
leaves  had  communicated  so  delicious  an  aroma  to  our  peccary- 
flesh  ;  but  among  the  twigs  and  bushes  collected  by  the  boys  I 
remarked  a  liana,  or  creeper,  whose  fragrance  seemed  familiar  to 
me,  and  which  proved  to  be  pepper.  This  new  addition  to  our 
stores  I  hailed  with  the  liveliest  rapture,  and  when  I  had  con- 
vinced myself  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  its  properties,  we  all  set 
to  work  to  collect  the  precious  plant,  and  soon  obtained  a  good 
supply  both  of  white  pepper  and  black. 

This  was,  in  truth,  a  treasure ;  both  for  our  cuisine  and  for  the 
preservation  of  numerous  articles  which  the  excessive  heat  of  the 
climate  always  spoiled,  whatever  care  we  took  in  their  prepara- 
tion. The  first  application  of  our  new  discovery  was  made  to  the 
bears'  skins,  the  hams,  and  the  strips  of  smoked  or  houcaned 
flesh. 
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Next  came  tlie  task  of  fitting  our  gigantic  condor  fur  a  place 
in  the  museum.  After  stripping  it  of  all  its  flesh,  and  powdering 
the  inside  of  the  skin  with  pounded  pepper,  we  filled  it  with 
cotton  and  dry  moss,  deferring 
to  some  other  time  the  work  of 
giving  the  bird  a  suitable  form 
and  attitude. 

These  labours,  however,  were 
of  too  peaceful  a  character  for 
my  turbulent  and  restless  young 
fellows.  I  perceived  they  were 
growing  weary  and  dissatisfied 
from  the  quarrelsome  and  morose 
humour  to  which  they  at  times 
gave  way ;  and  to  remedy  the 
evil,  I  resolved  upon  introducing 
some  diversion  into  the  mo- 
notony  of  our  daily  occupations. 
I  therefore  proposed  they  should  undertake  by  themselves  an  ex- 
cursion into  the  savannah.  The  reader  will  readiiy  suppose  that 
such  a  proposition  was  enthusiastically  received,  and  the  prospect 
of  fall  liberty  of  action,  and  of  being  themselves  the  masters  of 
the  caravan,  did  not  count  for  nothing  in  the  explosion  of  joy 
which  followed. 

Ernest  refused  to  join  in  the  expedition,  preferring  to  remain 
with  his  mother  and  myself.  On  the  other  hand,  Fritz  showed  so 
great  a  desire  to  accompany  his  brothers  that  I  could  not  refuse 
him  the  favour. 

Frederick,  Rudly,  and  Fritz  then  saddled  their  steeds,  which 
were  peacefully  grazing  on  the  bank  of  the  stream,  and  after 
formally  saluting  us,  plunged  gaily  into  the  desert. 

It  was  not  without  an  emotion  of  pain  that  I  saw  them  depart 
alone,  abandoned  to  their  own  guidance.  But  I  felt  how  import- 
ant it  was,  in  our  position,  to  accustom  my  children  at  the 
earliest  suitable  opportunity  to  think  and  act  for  themselves. 
Some  unforeseen  accident  might  deprive  them  both  of  Iheir 
mother  and  their  father,  and  it  was  good  they  should  occasionally 
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learn  to  do  without  oar  help.  I  placed  full  confidence  in  the 
prudence  and  sagacity  of  Frederick;  I  was  satisfied  he  would 
watch  over  his  young  brothers ;  the  coolness  they  had  shown 
under  very  trying  circumstances  also  reassured  me ;  but  I  felt  the 
need  of  some  more  certain  support  and  consolation.  I  addressed 
myself  to  God,  and  grew  calm,  believing  that  the  hand  which  had 
restored  his  sons  to  Jacob  would  also  be  stretched  over  mine  to 
guide  them  safely  through  the  desert. 

I  returned  to  our  tent  when  I  could  no  longer  discern  the 
receding  figures  of  the  three  cavaliers,  and  my  wife  and  I  resumed 
our  domestic  tasks,  while  Ernest,  tranquilly  seated  on  the  sand, 
was  engaged  in  converting  the  ostrich  eggs  into  useful  vessels. 
We  had  satisfied  ourselves,  by  putting  these  eggs  into  hot  water, 
that  the  young  which  they  contained  had  ceased  to  live.  Ernest 
had  bethought  himself  of  an  ingenious  method  for  cuttiug  these 
eggs  in  half  without  injuring  them.  He  tied  round  them  a  cotton 
thread  well-soaked  in  vinegar.  The  action  of  the  acid  on  the 
calcareous  shell  hollowed  out  a  circular  line,  or  groove,  which 
separated  it  easily  into  two  portions.  The  pellicle  underneath 
was,  however,  so  stout  that  it  could  only  be  divided  with  a  knife ; 
it  had  all  the  elasticity  and  hardness  of  parchment. 

We  gladly  turned  from  this  operation  to  undertake  one  of  a 
different  character.  When  surveying  the  interior  of  the  grotto,  I 
had  discovered  different  kinds  of  mineral  products,  and  among 
others  a  stratum  of  asbestos,  a  kind  of  stony  filament  remarkable 
for  its  incombustible  qualities;  and  among  this  asbestos  a  splendid 
block  of  talc,  transparent  as  glass,  which  I  did  not  despair  of 
manufacturing  one  day  into  windows.  Ernest  assisted  me  in  this 
labour  with  much  intelligence,  and  we  succeeded  in  detaching  from 
the  block  a  superb  fragment,  about  two  feet  long,  and  as  many 
thick.  My  wife,  to  whom  everything  that  reminded  her  of 
Europe  gave  peculiar  gratification,  was  delighted  at  this  discovery, 
especially  on  my  explaining  to  her  the  intended  uses  of  the  frag- 
ment, which  was  easily  divided  into  layers  or  sheets  as  thin  as 
paper. 

This  work  occupieil  us  the  better  part  of  the  day.  Wlien 
evening  drew  near,  we  aasemhied  round  our  hearth,  where  our 
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manageress  was  cooking,  with  all  ima^^nable  care  and  skill,  two  of 
the  heara'  pans,  which  had  been  long  soaking  in  pickle,  «nd 
whose  appetizing  odonr,  as  it  escaped  from  the  caldron,  promised 
a  delicious  repast.  While  waiting  the  return  of  our  hunters,  we 
engaged  in  a  lively  conversation. 

Ernest's  imagination  was  full  of  the  marvels  of  the  grotto,  and 
the  discovery  we  bad  just  made  did  not  diminish  its  value  in 
bis  eyes. 

"  We  ought,"  be  said,  "  to  turn  this  cavern  into  a  second  habita- 
tion, and  fortify  it  d  la  Robinson  Crusoe." 
"  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  " 

"  Why,  you  don't  want  either  masonry  or  cement,  but  only  trees 
plant«d  in  order,  and  so  close  to  one  another,  that  in  time  they 
grow  Dp  like  an  impenetrable  wall." 

"  But  while  waiting  until  they  grow  up,  and  your  wall  is 
I'eady,  how  will  you  defend  yourself?  " 

My  objection  was  evidently  "  a  poser  "  to  the  young  philosopher, 
and  while  he  considered  how  be  should  meet  it,  we  heard  behind 
UB  the  clatter  of  hoofs,  and  loud  shouts  of  joy  and  triumph :  it 
was  our  bunters  returning  froni  tie  savannah.  They  soon  arrived, 
and  to  spring  from  their  bteeds,  remove  their  harness,  and  fasten 
them  up,  was  the  work  of  a  moment. 

Budly  and  Fritz  each  carried  on  his  Ehoulders  a  small  kid,  with 

its  fore-paws  tied  together, 

__-^^Pi^^        _  "?"--  and  I  could  see  that  Fred 

crick's  game-bag  was  well 

filled. 

"  Capital  sport,  papa !  " 
cried  Budly,  "  and,  I  pro- 
mise you.  Thunder  has  be- 
haved himself  admirably. 
Ob,  you  should  have  seen 
bim  galloping  across  the 
desert,  and  rsising  clouds 
of  dust  to  mark  his  pro- 
K.i.  (CupOia).  g^^_      Frederick  has  got 

n  bis  bag  a  couple  of  magnificent  Angora  rabbite,  and  an  obliging 
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cuckoo,  who  has  introduced  UE  to  tlie  IinnBt  and  best  furniBhed 

bee-hive  I  ever  saw." 
"  Rudly     has     not 

told    you    all,"    said 

Prederick  :  "  we  have 

made   prison  era   of  a 

whole  herd  of  ante- 
lopes, and  forced  them 

to  pass  info  our  do- 
main, where    we  can 

hunt    them     at     our 

leisure,     capture      or 

tame    them,    as    may 

suit  ua  best." 

"  WeU,"  said  I,  in 

my   turn,   "  Frederick 

has  not  told   us,    and 

he  forgets  what  he  should  put  foremost,  that  God  has  been  pleased 

to  restore  to  their  father  three  little  fellows  committed  all  aloDe 

to  the  hard    mercies  of  the 

desert.      Let   us   begin,    my  y  ^~,  — , , 

boys,    by   thanking    Heaven 

fiir  this  new  favour." 

Then,     turning      towards 

Budly,  whose    face   was    all 

swollen,   "  What   means   the 

sudden    plumpness   of    those    , 

cheeks?     Come,  relate  ydur 

adventures,  for  they  seem  to 

have  been  somewhat  danger- 
Frederick  began : — 
"  I  will  tell  you  in  their  order   a))    the   events  of   the  day. 

On  leaving  you,  we  took  the  direction  of  the  Green  Valley,  and 

in  a  narrow  gap,  where  some  trees  had  formed  a  natural  bridge, 

we  crossed  to   the  other  aide  of   the  stream,  and   then  pushed 

straight  into  the  savannah.     Some  time  elapsed  before  anything 
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attracted  our  attention;  onr  gteeds  atiU  keeping  up  a  rapid 
gallop,  and  the  sun  as  yet  not  b«ing  bigh  enough  above,  tbe 
horizon  to  fatigue  them.  At  length  we  descried  two  herds  of 
small  quadrupeds,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  diatinguieh  their 
species.  We  knew,  however,  thej  mufit  either  be  goats,  aatelopes, 
or  gazelles ;  and,  therefore,  calling  hack  our  dogs,  we  kept  them 
close  by  our  sides,  for  we  have  remarked  in  our  hunting  expedi- 
tions that  the  wild  animals  are  more  afraid  of  the  dogs  than  oE  as. 
We  then  resolved  upon  aa  attempt  to  make  ourselves  masterB  of 
til  is  game. 

"  To  increase  the  force  of  our  attack  I  divided  my  forces,  as- 
signing to  Fritz  the  line  which  followed  the  river,  the  centre  to 
Rndly,  and  the  right  wing  to  myself,  our  object  being  to  prevent 
the  animals  from  dispersing  over  the  mountains. 

"  We  effected  these  movements  without  disturbing  the  herds, 
one  of  which  even  crossed  the  river,  and  as  calmly  as  if  they  had 


been  alone  in  the  savannah  The  other  remained  immovable, 
and  did  not  discover  our  presence  until  we  were  close  upon  them  : 
the  foremost  then  rose  from  the  grass  where  they  had  been  ro- 
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posing)  reared  their  long  necks  in  the  air,  and  their  heads  sur- 
mounted by  small  pointed  ears.  Their  fellows  imitated  their  ex- 
ample, and  the  whole  troop  were  soon  upon  their  feet.  But  now 
flight  was  impossible  ;  we  pushed  our  steeds  to  the  gallop,  and  let 
loose  our  dogs ;  they  seconded  us  so  well  that  in  a  few  moments 
the  herd  was  driven  across  the  river,  into  the  defile  which  separates 
our  territory  from  the  savannah. 

*^  But  to  have  made  them  prisoners  was  not  enough ;  we  had 
to  prevent  them  from  effecting  their  escape.  For  this  purpose  we 
thought  of  several  devices,  which  all,  on  consideration,  proved 
more  or  less  inconvenient.  At  length  we  hit  upon  this :  to  stretch 
across  the  entrance  a  long  rope,  ornamented  with  numerous  rags 
and  other  fluttering  articles,  whose  continued  motion  would 
sufficiently  terrify  our  captives.  We  still  carried  the  ostrich 
plumes  in  our  hats,  and  these,  with  some  fragments  of  our  hand- 
kerchiefs, we  furbished  up  into  capital  scarecrows." 

**  Wonderful  I  Capital  I  *'  I  exclaimed,  perceiving  that  Frederick 
paused  to  see  what  impression  his  clever  stratagem  produced  upon 
me ;  "  capital  I  But  your  scarecrow  will  answer  only  by  day ; 
you  will  require  something  else  at  night.  However  this  may  be, 
did  you  invent  your  ingenious  method  ?  " 

"No;  I  borrowed  it  from  Levaillant,  who  has  described  it  in  his 
*  Voyage  au  Cap  de  Bonne  Esp^rance.'  And  he  says  it  is  in  this 
way  the  Hottentots  detain  in  the  vicinity  of  their  huts  the  ante- 
lopes they  have  caught  in  the  chase." 

"  Very  good !  "  I  exclaimed;  "  I  am  delighted  that  your  reading 
is  not  lost  upon  you.  You  can  now  understand  the  importance  of 
committing  to  memory  the  lessons  which  you  meet  with  in  good 
books.  When  you  read  Levaillant  as  an  amusement  for  your 
leisure,  you  never  thought  you  would  be  called  upon  to  carry  into 
practice,  in  a  savannah  of  the  New  World,  the  Hottentot  plan  of 
capturing  antelopes.  But  now,"  added  I,  "  tell  me  about  your 
rabbits,  and  especially  what  you  intend  doing  with  them.  I  sup- 
pose you  do  not  destine  them  for  your  mother's  kitchen-garden ; 
they  would  commit  such  ravages  that  I  am  sure  she  would  object 
to  their  company." 

"  Certainly;  but  I  think  one  of  the  two  islanils  included  in  our 
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little  empire  might  receive  them  aa  liettlen.  Shark  Inland,  for 
instance,  would  make  a  magnificent  warren,  where,  without  trouble, 
we  ahould  always  find  a  good  diah  for  onr  daily  bill  of  fare,  and 
fur  for  oar  head-coverings',  the  rat-skins,  you  know,  papa,  will 
not  last  for  ever.  It  was  with  the  view  of  founding  a  colony  of 
rabbits  I  brought  thwe  two  Ktrangers  home." 


"  A  good  idea;  and  in  that  light  we  give  them  a  cordial  welcome. 
But  how  did  you  manage  to  catch  them  alive  ?  " 

"  To  my  eagle  is  due  the  honour  of  their  capture.  It  was  he 
who,  swooping  down  upon  a  troop  of  rabbits  that  fled  before  us, 
fascinated  them,  as  it  were,  seized  them  in  his  talons,  and  brought 
them  to  my  feet.  The  brigand  was  not  content  with  Ibis :  after 
hunting  for  mo,  he  hunted  for  himself,  and  devoured  a  third  rabbit, 
while  the  others  disappeared  into  their  burrows." 

By  this  time  Hudly  had  grown  impatient  of  his  brother's  long 
recital,  and  longed  to  introduce  a  word  or  two  respecting  his  own 
adventures.     I  therefore  called  upon  him  in  his  turn. 

"  My  turn,"  he  exclaimed ;  "  yea,  I  think  it  ti  my  turn  !  Only 
I  will  tell  my  tale  faster  than  does  Frederick ;  like  my  Thunder, 
I  will  go  over  the  ground  at  a  gallop  1  While  Frederick  was 
detained  with  his  rabbits,  Fritz  and  I  pushed  forward.  The 
dogs  followed  us,  but  suddenly  darted  across  the  plain,  in 
pursuit  of   two   animals,  about  the  size  of  a  hare,  which  had 
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risen  from  tlie  tbick  herbage,  and  taken  to  flight  with  increilible 
rapidity. 

"  We  set  our  steeds  at  a  gallop  to  back  up  the  dogs,  and  pursued 
the  chase  for  about  fifteen  miautes.  But  the  two  fugitives  grew 
fatigued  ;  they  were  orertaken,  captured,  and  strangled  before  oui 
dogs  could  do  them  the  least  injury.  And  here  they  are,"  added 
Budly,  pointing  to  the  graceful  little  animals  which  he  and  Fritz 
had  carried.     "  I  think  they  are  young  fawns." 

"  And  /  think  they  are  antelopes,"  interrupted  1 ;  "  but  they 
will  not  be  the  less  welcome  to  us  on  that  account." 

"  Be  it  BO,"  replied  Rudly;  "  at  all  events  our  chargers  did  their 
duty  nobly,  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assert  that  the  hunts- 
men did  not  misbehave  themselves.  But  this  was  nothing :  wo 
had  scarcely  resumed  our  march,  before  a  kind  of  cuckoo  perched 
right  in  front  of  us, 
with  a  mocking  song 
which  seemed  intended 
to  provoke  us.  It 
rose  as  we  advanced, 
and  at  a  little  distance 
recommenced  its  strain. 
Frit^,  who  sees  some- 
thiug  marvellous  in 
whatever  may  happen, 
said,  lai^hing, — 

"  '  Oh,  one    might  ;  ^ 
think    this  was  some  /  i'^ 
prince  enchauted  by  a 
(airy  sent  to  guide  us.' " 

"'Boshl'I  replied-, 
'  I  am  going  to  say  n 

word     to     your    en-  „  ,  „      ,,  j.  .  , 

chanted    prince,    and 

1  had  already  raised  my  gun,  when  Frederick  made  me  observe, 
that  as  it  was  loaded  with  ball,  I  should  probably  lose  my  shot. 

"  So  I  towered  my  musket,  and  we  resumed  our  march.  After 
awhile  the  cuckoo  ceased  to  hop  and  sing,  and  we  saw  that  it  had 
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pluited  itself  above  a  beea'  neat  very  artistically  excavated  in  th« 
ground. 

"  On  the  subject  of  this  unexpected  find  we  held  a  council  of 
war,  discussing  the  safest  plan  of  making  ourselves  masters  of  the 
treasure.  Fritz  requested  permission  to  remain  in  the  rear,  decla^ 
ing  that  his  unfortunate  encounter  with  the  bees  of  Falcon's-NaM 
was  too  fresh  in  his  recollection ;  Frederick,  as  commander-in-chiflf, 
declared  that  he  would  willingly  give  his  advice,  but  that  it  wia 
not  for  him  to  carry  it  into  execution.  It  remained,  then,  for  me 
to  undertake  the  heroic  enterprise.  Armed  with  a  match,  which  I 
found  in  my  game-hag,  and  to  which  I  set  fire,  I  attempted  to 
suffocate  the  bees  by  flinging  it  in  their  midst.  But  I  had  hardly 
carried  fire  and  mussacre  into  the  abode  of  the  peaceful  insects 
before  a  horrid  buzzing  became  audible  :  out  flew  the  beee,  rising 
in  the  air  like  b.  black  cloud ;  and  I  was  enveloped  from  head  to 
foot.  They  assailed  me  and  harassed  me  with  frightful  impetuosity; 
they  clung  to  my  hands,  my  face,  and  my  hair ;  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  I  regained  my  steed,  threw  myself  on  his  back,  and 
galloped  away  for  bare  life.  Some  of  mj  enemies  followed  me, 
and  you  see  the  honourable  marks  of  the  wounds  which  I  received. 
As  my  brothers  had  prudeutly  kept  out  of  the  way,  they  escaped 
without  a  scar.  For  my  part,"  added  Kudly,  "  I  could  never  have 
believed  no  small  a  creature  could  have  indicted  so  much  suffering," 

"  Well,"  said  I,  "  look  upon  your  adventure  as  a  lesson  in 
natural  history,  and  try  not  to  forget  it.  And  now,  go  to  your 
mother,  for  I  see  she  is  ready  to  apply  some  bandages  which  will 
relieve  your  pain." 

We  ceased  conversing,  in  order  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  rab- 
bits and  young  antelopee.  For  their  easier  conveyance  to  Rock' 
House,  I  contrived  a  pannier  or  hamper  of  reeds,  covered  with  a 
cloth,  so  that,  though  deprived  of  light,  they  might  be  able  tu 
breathe  freely.  We  were  uncertain  where  to  station  them ;  whether 
we  should  keep  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rock-House,  oi' 
abandon  them  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  coast.  The  boys  would 
have  preferred  keeping  such  graceful  animals.ncar  their  own  resi- 
dence, but  considerations  of  safety  made  us  decide  upon  removing 
them  to  Shark  Island. 
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Meantime,  I  could  not  help  thinking  on  what  Rudly  had  told 
lis  in  reference  to  the  strange  bird  which  had  led  them  to  the  hive. 
I  knew  it  must  be  the  honey -bird,  or  indicator,  of  zoologists;  but, 
said  I  to  myself,  if  this  country  is  uninhabited,  how  could  the  bird 
recognize  man  ?  How  could  it  know  that  they  are  as  fond  of 
honey  as  itself,  and,  as  a  reward  for  its  guidance,  always  share  with 
it  the  precious  spoil  ?  Was  not  its  conduct  a  proof  that  we  were 
not  the  first  human  beings  who  had  trodden  the  soil  of  this  appar- 
ently desolate  island  ?     Was,  then,  its  interior  inhabited  ? 

These  reflections,  which  my  imagination  greatly  extended,  were 
all  of  the  highest  importance. 

I  said  to  myself  that  the  instinct  of  the  bird  might  be,  perhaps, 
that  law  of  nature  which  impelled  it  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  a 
being  stronger  and  more  skilful  than  itself  in  the  acquisition  of  a 
treasure  it  desired  ;  but  all  my  reflections  led  me  to  the  same  con- 
clusion, that  it  was  most  necessary  we  should  penetrate  into  the 
interior  with  extreme  precaution.  I  resolved,  moreover,  to  erect 
on  the  coast  a  kind  of  stronghold  for  our  defence,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose I  selected  Shark  Island.  It  seemed  to  me  that  a  solid  struc- 
ture which  from  thence  would  command  the  coast  about  Rock- 
House,  and  which  might  be  moimted  with  the  two  cannon  we  had 
at  our  disposal,  would  ofler  us  a  retreat  in  case  of  necessity,  and 
permit  us  to  repel  successfully  an  invasion  from  the  interior,  if  any 
such  were  ever  attempted. 

After  we  had  ministered  to  the  wants  of  our  antelopes,  I  wished 
to  convince  my  young  sportsmen  that  we  had  lost  no  time  during 
their  absence,  and  I  showed  them  with  pride  the  block  of  talc  we 
had  loosened  from  the  rock.  But  their  admiration  was  soon 
effaced  by  the  invitation  our  good  mother  addressed  to  us — an 
invitation  to  a  supper  of  peculiar  delicacy.  The  principal  dish  was 
a  bear's  paw !  Yet,  despite  its  savoury  steams,  at  first  it  was 
very  indifferently  received,  one  of  us — I  do  not  remember  whom — 
having  made  us  remark  its  resemblance  to  a  man's  hand.  There- 
upon our  laughter-loving  Rudly  burst  out,  in  a  loud  voice,  with 
the  words  of  the  ogre  in  the  story  of  "  Jack  and  the  Beanstalk: " — 

"Fee-fo-fum,  Fee-fo-foxn, 
I  smell  the  blood  of  an  Englithnoftn." 
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Tbis  sally  made  ub  laugh,  and  gaiety  and  hunger  combined  pra- 
vaileil  over  prejudice.  I  attacked  the  riand,  and  we  all  diacoTered 
it  to  be  the  most  delicioux  meat  we  had  ever  tasted.  Hy  wiftt  her- 
self did  not  spare  her  eulogiums  upon  this  rago6l,  which,  I  may 
add,  she  had  prepared  with  particukr  attention. 

After  supper  we  lighted  our  torches  and  kindled  ouf  fires ;  re- 
newed the  supply  of  combustibles  in  the  curing  hut,  and  repaired 
to  our  tent  to  enjoy  a  profound  and  undisturbed  reposft. 

At  daybreak  I  was  on  the  alert,  and  aroused  my  sons.     Onr 
labours  now  were  almost  completed  ;  the  hears'  meat  was  sraofced, 
the  bamboo  vesHeln  filled  with  fat,  and  the  near  approach  of  the 
rainy  season  warned  us  to  return  to  our  rocky  home,  where  there 
_  _  was  much  to  be  done.     I  wm  un- 

willing to  set  out  until  we  had 
made  a  final  excursion  into  the 
desert  we  had  just  explored,  and 
had  ascertained  whether  a  second 
visit  to  the  ostrich's  nest  might 
not  he  more  fortunate  than  the 
first.  I  was  desirous  also  to  collect 
the  gum  which  must  have,  by  this 
time,  exuded  from  the  incisions  I 
had    made   in   the   euphorbia   on 


the 


former  journey. 
therefore,  to  under- 
;w  excursion  that  I 
o  early  an  hour  my 


Plum  {Phanix  iart^ifeHi). 

mounted  their  usual  steeds. 

inclined   him  more  and  m( 


And  it  was, 
take  this  ni 
aroused  at  s 
slumbering  si 

Desirous  of  performing  our  trip 
with  all  possible  rapidity,  I  re- 
solved that  we  would  go  "  on  horse- 
back." Frederick  gave  up  to  me 
the  onager,  taking  the  foal  for 
himself;  Budly  and  little  Frite 
As  for  Master  Ernest,  his  tastes  daily 
e   to  repose.     He  had   become  the 


habitual  guardian  of  his  mother  and  our  domestic  hearth,  and  he 
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saw  us  depart  without  any  sign  of  reluctance.  He  took  the  place 
of  little  Fritz  in  the  kitchen,  while  he,  on  his  part,  felt  proud  at 
being  associated  with  men  in  their  most  daring  expeditions ! 

Accompanied  by  Turk  and  Juno,  we  took  the  direction  of  the 
Green  Valley,  and  traversed  the  various  scenes  illustrated  by 
memories  of  our  last  excursion; — the  place  where  we  had  encountered 
the  bears,  the  turtles'  marsh,  and  the  rock  where  Frederick  had 
discovered  the  ostriches.  To  this  rock  we  had  given  the  name  of 
the  Arabs'  Town,  in  allusion  to  the  conjectures  we  had  hazarded 
on  the  first  appearance  of  the  ostriches,  whom  we  had  gravely  mis- 
taken for  a  tribe  of  warlike  Bedouins. 

Fritz  and  Rudly  put  their  chargers  to  the  gallop,  and  I  allowed 
them  to  indulge  their  fancy  in  this  respect  to  the  fullest  extreme, 
for  the  plain  was  so  level  they  could  not  get  out  of  sight.  I  kept 
Frederick  by  my  side  to  assist  in  collecting  the  red  gum,  which 
had  exuded  from  the  incisions  made  in  the  different  plants,  and 
had  already  coagulated  in  the  sun.  I  had  provided  myself  with 
a  bamboo  jar,  in  which  I  stored  the  little  balls  of  solid  resin. 

This  gum  is  one  of  the  subtlest  and  most  violent  poisons  which 
Nature  produces ;  but  it  principally  grows,  and  is  chiefly  used,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  inhabitants  employ 
it  to  poison  the  springs  where  the  wild  beasts  quench  their  thirst ; 
but  for  fear  the  domestic  animals  should  fall  into  the  same  snare, 
they  usually  excavate  by  the  side  of  the  real  well  a  basin  into 
which  they  conduct  the  water.  Afterwards  they  cover  up  the 
natural  watercourse  with  great  stones,  and  the  poisonous  plant 
they  throw  into  the  artificial  reservoir.  They  never  suffer  their 
flocks  to  approach  a  spring  until  they  have  carefully  examined  it ; 
and  if  they  detect  any  traces  of  the  euphorbia  on  the  sand,  or 
perceive  above  the  water  a  kind  of  light  mist,  which  is  a  sure  in- 
dication of  the  presence  of  the  poison,  they  immediately  drive 
them  afar. 

All  these  precautions  occasionally  fail ;  but  the  colonists  never- 
theless derive  some  advantage  even  from  their  failure;  for  if  it  costs 
them  a  few  head  of  sheep  or  oxen,  they  are  more  than  repaid  by 
finding,  on  the  banks  of  the  streams,  tigers  and  lions,  hysenas  and 
antelopes,  whose  skins  become  their  spoil.     The  Hottentots  enjoy 
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ft  further  benpfit — for  they  eat  the  flesh  of  the  mBimmU  thna 
poisoned  to  death,  odIjt  casting  away  the  entruls. 

Frederick  asked  why  I  so  carefally  collected  anch  s  stock  of  poiaon. 
"  I  intend  to 
make  uae  of  it," 
was  my  reply,  "  in 
destroying  the  apea 
whidi  infest  oar 
quarters,  tt  ii  « 
cruel  metliod,  do 
doubt ;  but  tlisy 
compel  us,  by  their 
devastations  and 
ravages,  to  have 
recourse  to  it.  But 
we  can  also  em- 
poly  the  euphor- 
bia advantageously 
in  preparing  the 
skins  of  the  birds 
or  quadrupeds  we 
wishtostuff;  itwill 
preserve  them  from 
corruption  and  the 
attacks  of  insects. 
PHORBiA.  Finally,  we  can  use 

it,  if  need  be,  for  making  blisters,  whose  action  will  be  as  powerful 
as  that  of  cantharides.  But  great  as  are  the  advantages  I  hope  to 
derive  from  this  plant,  it  must  not  be  the  less  an  object  of  the  most 
scrupulous  precaution  ;  and  above  all,  we  must  guard  against  its 
becoming  acclimatized  in  our  vicinity,  where  the  least  mistake 
would  entail  fatal  consequences." 

Our  two  cavaliers  had  by  this  time  almost  disappeared  in  the 
savannah,  and  tt  was  with  great  dif&culty  we  could  stilt  trace  their 
course  by  the  clouds  of  dust  raised  by  their  rapid  steeds.  They 
had  passed  far  beyond  the  ostrich's  nest,  to  which  we  now 
directed  our  steps  to  ascertain  if  the  eggs  had  been  abandoned, 
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or  if   the  females   we   had   dispersed   had   returned   to   incubate 
them. 

At  this  very  moment  four  magnificent  ostriches  suddenly  rose 
from  the  sand  where  they  had  been  sitting.  Frederick's  first  care 
was  to  get  ready  liis  eagle  for  combat ;  but  to  prevent  it  from 
repeating  the  deed  of  blood  in  which  it  had  been  the  actor  on 
oui*  former  expedition,  he  fastened  up  its  beak,  and  thus  rendered 
it  comparatively  inoffensive.  Our  dogs  were  likewise  muzzled,  and 
we  halted,  that  we  might  not  scare  the  advancing  birds.  We 
saw  them,  with  their  wings  half  extended,  rush  through  the  air 
with  incredible  swiftness.  Whether  they  had  not  perceived  us; 
whether  they  had  mistaken  us,  as  we  remained  motionless,  for  inani- 
mate objects;  or  whether  it  was  their  teiTor  at  hearing  in  their  rear 
the  rattling  hoofs  of  my  two  young  scapegraces,  w^ho  drove  them 
towards  us ; — certain  it  is  that  they  came  straight  in  our  direction 
until  within  pistol-shot. 

I  had,  therefore,  abundant  leisure  to  examine  them.  There 
were  three  females  and  a  male — the  latter  a  little  in  advance  of  his 
companions,  as  if  to  force  a  passage  and  anticipate  any  danger. 
The  feathers  of  his  tail  waved  majestically  behind  him,  and  I  saw 
that  we  had  before  us  as  superb  a  prey  as  heart  of  man  could 
desire.  When  I  thought  the  moment  of  attack  had  come,  I 
seized  my  sling,  and  summoning  to  the  task  all  my  sleight  of  hand 
and  exactness  of  eye,  I  launched  it  against  the  male  ostrich.  But 
instead  of  striking  him  on  his  legs,  as  I  had  intended,  the  balls  of 
my  string  wound  about  his  body,  and  I  only  succeeded  in  pressing 
his  wings  against  his  sides.  This,  however,  considerably  dimin- 
ished his  chances  of  safety ;  yet  was  not  the  victory  complete,  and 
the  terrified  bird  wheeled  abruptly  round,  and  with  the  aid  of  his 
long  legs  fled  rapidly  away.  His  companions  did  not  follow  in 
the  same  direction,  but  turned  off  to  the  right  and  the  left. 

We  allowed  them  to  escape,  all  our  attention  being  concentrated 
on  the  male  bird  whom  Frederick  and  I  hotly  pursued.  He  had 
begun  to  fatigue  our  steeds,  when  fortunately  Rudly  and  Fritz 
contrived  to  intercept  his  retreat. 

Frederick  then  unhooded  his  eagle,  and  directed  it  against  the 
ostrich;  whereupon  a  terrible  combat  ensued — Rudly  and  Fritz 
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hiraasing  bim  on  one  side,  Frederick  and  I  on  the  otber,  wbile  tba 
eagle  attacked  bim  with  overpowering  impetuosity.  He  felt  tb« 
latter  above  his  head  ;  lie  heard  the  loud  beat  of  hii  atrong  wings; 
and  hia  instinct  nndonbtedly  warned  bim  that  above  tiie  circle  we 
described  around  him  hovered  an  enemy  whose  beak  and  talooa 
never  forgive  !  The  eagle,  for  his  part,  was  evidently  troubled  at 
finding  hin  beak  enthralled  in  Hgaturea  of  cotton ;  he  appeared 
inspired  with  fury ;  and  hia  raovementa  were  so  violent  that  with 
one  blow  of  his  wing,  dealt  at  the  oi4trich's  head,  he  made  that 
mighty  bird  totter  like  a  drunken  man.  Ruilly  availed  himaelf  of 
the  opportunity  to  hurl  hiaaling,  which  he  did  with  so  much  addrem 
that  it  coiled  several  times  round  the  ostrich's  legs,  and  brought 
him  to  the  ground.  We  raised  a  about  of  triumph.  The  eagle 
was  recalled  and  hoodeil ;  and  we  pounced  upon  the  vanquished  bird, 
who  was  Dtruggling  violently,  to  complete  his  capture  before  be 
broke  loose  from  his  bonds.  lie  kicked  so  vigorously,  and  offered 
so  furious  a  resistance,  that  we  hardly  knew  how  to  approach  hitn. 
It  occurred  to  me  tltat  if  we  could  deprive  him  of  sight  we  should 
probably  subdue  his  frenzy;  and,  accordingly,  we  threw  over  hia 
head  my  hunting  bag,  my  waistcoat,  and  everything  else  that  we 
could  spare.  I  hud  discovered  the  secret  of  his  strength,  as 
Delilah  ilid  of  Samson's.  No  sooner  were  his  eyes  covered  than 
he  became  calm  and  obedient,  and  permitted  ua  to  surround  him 
with  the  ropes  and  fastenings  we  judged  sufficient  to  secure  us 
against  any  further  outburst.  I  first  passed  around  his  body  a 
•trong  broud  belt  of  sea-dog's  skin,  and  on  either  side  I  fastened  a 
couple  of  straps  to  guide  bim  ;  I  also  fastened  a  stout  cord  about 
his  legs,  liH>se  enough  for  him  to  walk,  but  at  the  same  time  not 
so  loose  OS  to  permit  him  to  break  into  a  gallop  and  eacape 
from  us. 

"  Capitally  done ! "  cried  Rudly  when  we  had  finished  our  task  ; 
"  the  creature  is  captured ;  but  how  shall  we  lead  it,  and,  above  all, 
how  shall  we  ever  tame  such  a  giant?" 

"Wait,"  answered  I;  "the  most  ferocious  nature  submits  to 
the  influence  of  e<lucation.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Indians 
tame  the  elephant  when  fresh  from  bis  native  forests,  and  that  by 
a  very  simple  method?" 
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"  What  is  that  method,  papa?" 

"  They  place  the  wild  elephuit  between  a  couple  of  tame  ones; 
they  deprive  bim  of  the  iise  of  hia  trunk  by  fastening  it  tightly ; 
and  they  charge  the  two  tame  animals  with  the  duty  of  inHtnicting 
their  savage  companion  in  mild  and  obedient  manners.  A  driver 
armed  with  a  sharp -pointed  stick  assists  them  in  the  task,  and,  by 
frequent  admonitions,  represses  the  turbulent  nature  of  his  pupil." 

"  A  wonder,  papa  ! "  shouted  Rudly,  laughing,  "  we  shall  want 
then  a  couple  of  tame  ostriches,  and  I  don't  think  that  either 
Frederick  or  I  will  be  tall  enough  to  act  as  substitutes," 

"  I  do  not  think  so  either,"  said  I  in  my  tum ;  "  but  in  default 
of  ostriches  ive  have  other  auxiliaries  who  will  very  well  supply 
their  place.  The  bull  and  the  buffalo,  for  instance,  will  produce, 
I  imagine,  a  very  good  effect,  stationed  on  either  side  of  our  cap- 
tive; and  you  and  your  brother,  each  armed  with  a  whip,  will 
naturally  play  the  part  of  driver  to  perfection,  and  teach  bim  to 
keep  in  rank  with  the  others." 

"  Yes,  yes,  that  will  be  delicioiia,  and  will  answer  admirably." 

Such  was  the  answer  to  my  propoaition. 

Without  delay  I  prepared  to  carry  into  execution  the  plan  I 
had  suggested.  I  made  the  two  coursers  approach ;  I  arranged 
uiy  straps ;  and  when  everything  seemed  ready,  aud  the  horsemen 
were  iu  the  saddle,  each  armed  with  a  stout  whip,  I  freed  the  eyes 
of  the  ostrich  from  their  wrappers. 

At  first  he  stood  perfectly  still,  and  wholly  absorbed,  as  it  «p' 
peared,  in  the  return  of  light.  Then  he  rose  with  a  bound ;  but 
he  had  forgotten  the  fastenings  which  secured  him  to  bis  two 
custodians ;  he  was  therefore  abruptly  checked,  and  brought  down 
upon  his  knees.  Several  times  be  renewed  the  attempt,  and 
always  with  the  same  result.  He  essayed  to  fly ;  but  we  had 
taken  care  to  tie  down  bis  wings,  and  his  great  legs  were  also  con- 
lined,  as  I  have  said,  to  a  certain  extent ;  he  threw  himself  to  the 
right,  to  the  left,  but  on  either  side  encountered  an  obstacle 
stronger  than  himself,  and  the  bull  and  bufialo  seemed  perfectly 
indifferent  to  the  shocks  he  gave  them. 

At  length,  weary  of  so  fruitless  a  struggle,  and  convinced,  as  it 
appeared,  of  the  uselessness  of  all  his  exertions,  he  came  to  a 
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sensible  deciBion-,  he  raitted  liimaelf  upright,  and  submitting  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  bin  two  conipanionB,  set  off  at  m  gallop.    Hudly  and 
Frits  were  \a  the  saddle,  and  the  novel  team  which  they  oontrolM 
Beemed  to  please  them  mightily.    The  air  echoed  with  their  menr 
ahouts,  which  stimulated  the  frightened  ostrich  to  increased 
swiftne^  :  they  continued  at  a  fierce  gallop  for  about  half       -f: 
an  hour,  when  the  bull  and  buffalo,  less  accustomed  than      ^ 
the  ostrich  to  the  sande  of  the  desert,  forced  the  latter       r^^- 
to  moderate  his  ardour,  and  adopt  a  less  fiery  pace.         ^yji" ■'■■'■ 

While  our   caTaliera   were   enjoying  this   diver-  "^ ,-; 

sion,  Frcilerick  and  I  proceeded  to  the  ostrich's      ■^'v'- '.  -"  ■ 
neat.     We  easily  discovered  it  by  a  cross  made  of 
reeds  which  we  had  planted  there  on  our  first        '_'■''    .'^' 
excursion,  and   at  our   approach  a  female  sud-    ^ '  ' 
denly  rose  from  the  suml  wliwr,-  she  h,v\  We 
sitting  upon  the  eggs.     Her  presence  was  a 
good  omen,  and  I  felt  assured  the  eggs  must       Ja  f'/All' 
have  retained  their  vital  principle.     I  had        '''ji-- ,§iif 
taken  care  to  provide  myself  with  a  bag,       j'^''' 
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could,  to  insure  them  against  any  accident  on  the  way,  and  I 
deposited  six  in  my  bag,  leaving;  the  others  in  their  netit,  and 
hoping  that  the  mother,  whom  we  had  so  unceremoniously  dis- 
turbed, would  not  detect  the  theft  wo  hnd  committed. 

We  placed  the  bag  containing  our  frail  and  precious  treasure  on 
the  hack  of  the  onager,  which  I  immediately  mounted,  and  we  set 
out  on  our  return.  Frederick  rode  the  young  foal,  and  Budly  and 
Fritz  marched  ahead,  escorting  the  ostrich,  whom  a  series  of 
vigorous  applications  of  the  whip  gradually  accustomed  to  those 
civilized  habits  and  manners  we  had  it  so  much  at  heart  to  teach 
him.  We  traversed  the  Green  Valley  without  the  occurrence  of 
any  notable  incident,  and  arrived  in  safety  at  the  Bears'  Cavern, 
where  Ernest  and  his  mother  received  us  with  an  astonishment 
more  easily  imagined  than  described. 

"  Boys,  boys,"  cried  my  wife,  on  perceiving  the  ostrich,  "  what 
are  we  to  do  with  that  immense  bird?  Do  you  think  our  supply 
of  provisions  so  abundant  that  you  must  search  all  over  the 
liavnnnahs  for  animals  to  assist  us  in  consuming  them  ?  It  is  said 
that  the  ostrich  can  digest  iron  I  But  where  shall  I  find  a  supply 
of  that  metal  ?  Once  more  I  ask  you,  what  are  we  to  do 
with  it?" 

"  We  want  it  tor  a  post-horse,"  answered  Rudly,  "  a  post-horse, 
whom  we  will  christen  '  Wings  of  the  Wind,'  for  1  can  promise 
you  nothing  can  equal  the  swiftness  of  his  gallop.  For  the  future, 
I  will  only  mount  this  long-legged  steed,  and  as  you  have  no 
charger  of  your  own,  Sir  Ernest,  I  hand  over  to  you  my  brave 
Thunder." 

I  dispelled  my  good  Elizabeth's  anxiety,  which  she  always  felt 
on  the  arrival  of  each  new  living  captive. 

"  The  ostrich,"  I  remarked,  "  has  not  quite  so  voracious  an 
appetite  as  you  suppose.  He  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  temperate 
animal,  fcedii^  only  on  fruits  and  herbage,  and  he  will  know  very 
well  how  to  provide  for  his  own  wants.  But  even  if  we  should  be 
obliged  to  assist  him  in  getting  his  food,  we  will  take  good  care  to 
make  him  earn  it." 

While  I  made  this  brief  apology  on  behalf  of  the  ostrich,  Rudly 
and  Frita  were  disputing  respecting  it«  ownership. 
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"  Rudly  pretends,"  said  Fritz,  with  mi  air  of  ch^cin,  "  dwt  tha 
oatrich  is  hie ;  which  is  not  fair,  because  he  did  not  c^ttara  H  bjr 
himself  alone." 

"Well  then,  let  us  share  it,"Ireplied,"fore»cl)of  ns  hadsoms- 
tbiDg  to  do  with  his  capture.  Frederick  shall  have  tiie  he«d,  be- 
cause it  was  his  eagle  who  stunned  the  animal  bj  striking  it  wiUi 
his  powerful  wing.  I  claim  the  body,  becansa  it  was  my  sling 
which  first  entangled  it.  Rudly  has  a  right  to  the  legs,  which  he 
caught  so  cleverly  in  hU  sling  ;  and  to  you,  Master  Fritz,  we  ad- 
judge a  feather  of  the  tail,  for  it  was  there,  I  think,  you  touched 
the  bird,  to  induce  him  to  rise  from  the  ground  where  he  was 
crouching." 

This  division  of  the  Tictim  set  my  little  boys  laughing ;  each 
abandoned  his  pretensions,  and  preferred  to  make  their  conquest  a 
common  glory. 

Ernest  had  listened  to  all  these  discussions  with  an  air  of  in- 
different melancholy. 

"  Is  it  my  misfortune,  then,"  be  said,  almost  with  tears  in  Mr 
eyes,  "  to  be  invariably  absent  when  you  make  such  magnificent 
discoveries  ?  " 

"  As  for  that,  my  boy,  you  must  remember  that  it  was  your 
own  wish  to  remain  at  home  instead  of  accompanying  us  on  our 
expedition.  But,  my  dear  son,  for  this  I  do  not  blame  you  ;  Qod 
has  endowed  each  of  us  with  his  peculiar  tastef)  and  talents,  from 
which  he  must  derive  what  advantages  he  can.  Thus  you  have  a 
partiality  for  study  and  a  sedentary  life,  while  your  brotbcrs  arc 
more  inclined  to  an  active  career  and  those  pursuits  which  de- 
mand the  exercise  of  physical  strength.  Let  each  distinguish 
himself  in  his  own  line.  And  you,  moreover,  have  your  days  of 
triumph,  whon  you  conduct  us  to  the  discovery  of  some  new 
treasure  which  we  owe  to  your  knowledge,  and  not  to  accident. 
If  ever  an  European  vessel  visits  this  coast,  you  will  be  our  inter- 
preter, and  with  you  will  the  captain  communicate." 

These  words  poured  balm  into  the  wound  which  the  noisy  joy 
of  his  brothers  had  made  in  poor  Ernest's  heart,  and  he  was  con- 
soled by  the  reflection  that  in  lus  own  special  pursuits  he  might 
be  useful  to  us. 
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It  was  now  too  late  to  think  of  setting  out  for  our  permanent 
residence  that  day.  I  fastened  up  the  ostrich  between  two  young 
trees,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  the  evening  to  preparations  for 
our  departure,  which  I  fixed  for  the  next  morning.  We  had  a 
host  of  valuable  things  to  collect,  for  we  wished  to  lose  nothing 
and  to  leave  nothing  behind  us. 

On  the  following  day  we  started  early.  The  ostrich  had  taken 
his  place  between  the  bull  and  buffalo,  being  readily  guided  by  the 
straps  attached  to  his  body.  He  was  far  from  adding  to  the  grace 
or  beauty  of  our  cavalcade,  for  he  incessantly  darted  to  right  and 
left,  as  if  to  break  the  bonds  that  bound  him;  but  his  two  acolytes 
were  like  two  immovable  masses,  against  which  all  his  efforts 
proved  in  vain.  Frederick  mounted  the  foal,  which  we  had 
named  Rapid^  and  I  the  onager ;  Ernest  directed  the  cart,  to  which" 
we  had  harnessed  the  cow.  As  for  my  wife,  she  was  seated  majes- 
tically in  the  midst  of  our  stores. 

Our  march  was  slow,  as  the  reader  will  easily  conjecture,  but  it 
had  a  certain  picturesque  aspect  which  pleased  us  greatly.  It  was 
a  veritable  caravan. 

We  halted  at  the  entrance  of  the  defile  where  my  sons  had  sus- 
pended the  ostrich-plumes  to  scare  the  antelopes,  and  replaced  the 
rope  stretched  across  it  by  a  firm  and  lofty  palisade  of  bamboos, 
which  would  insure  us  against  the  invasion  of  all  non-climbing 
animals.  During  its  erection  we  made  another  discovery ;  that  of 
the  vanilla,  a  climbing  plant  with  long  narrow  leaves,  which 
I  recognized  by  its  brown  pods  as  well  as  by  its  balsamic 
odour :  its  flexible  stems  i^re  enriched  with  white  flowers  of  six 
petals. 

To  render  our  barrier  as  solid  as  possible,  we  interlaced  some 
bundles  of  thorns  on  both  sides,  which  made  it  almost  impreg- 
nable. We  also  spread  before  it  a  layer  of  fine  sand,  that  we 
might  detect,  from  the  impressions  left  in  it,  the  nature  of  any 
animal  which  crossed,  or  attempted  to  cross  it.  These  tasks  occu- 
}>ied  us  for  many  hours,  and  we  did  not  arrive  i^t  the  Hermitage 
until  night.  We  found  the  curing-hut  just  as  we  had  left  it,  and 
the  provision  of  peccary  meat  untouched.  We  kindled  our  watch- 
fires,  and,  after  a  frugal  repast,  stretched  ourselves  on  our  bags  of 
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cotton,  where  we  enjoyed  uutil  day  the  aweet  sleep  ao  needed  by 

our  weary  frames. 

In  the  rooming,  we  ilixcoTereil  an  increase  of  wealth  lumis- 
pected  on  the  pievioos  eTeninp. 
The  roosting- perches  in  our  poul- 
try-yard were  occupied  by  a  aoore 
of  young  moor-fowl,  sprang  from 
the  eggs  formerly  collected  by 
Budly,  and  hatched  by  our  do- 
mestic hens.  The  discovery  so 
delighted  my  wife,  that  nothing 
would  satisfy  her  but  to  carry  off 
a  few  couples. 

We  resumed  out  route,  «nd  so 
keen  wait  our  desire  to  see  once 
again  our  beloved  Rock -House,  to 
re-enter  the  little  domain  where 
everything  seemed  to  breathe  of 
)«rai.'e  unil  prosperity,  that  we  de- 
temiiiied  to  make  no  further  balls 
un  the  road.  It  was  not  until 
noun,  however,  thai  we  reached 
llie  denired  goal.  We  were  com- 
pletely prostrate  with  fatigue ; 
our  long  journey  under  a  burning 
sun.  and  through  a  white  blind- 
ing sand,  had  over  whelm  eil  ne. 

Acenrdingly,  we  I'ould  unilcrtakt!  no  kind  of  work  until  evening ; 

it  was  with  difficulty  we  mustered  energy  unough  to  {lay  those 

atlentionN  to  the  nntmals  they  utoiid  in  ncoil  of. 

The  diiy   after  our  arrival  at  Rock-House  my  wife  liegan   her 

domestic  InUourw  by  throwin^j  open  tlie  windows,  dusting,  cleaning, 

and  putting  everj-thing  iu  order,  displftying,  with  her  two  cadets. 

a  truly  inarveltous  activity.     Meantime  T  took  the  two  eldest  with 

me  to  assist  in  unpacking  and  arranging  the  riches  we  had  brought 

home  with  ns. 

The  ostridi  had  been  posted  under  the  trees,  with  his  foot 
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securely  fastened  to  one  of  them  ;  but  we  now  provided  him  with 
a  more  convenient  shelter  near  our  residence,  between  two  of  tho 
strong  bamboo  pillars  which  supported  our  gallery,  and  there  wo 
strongly  bound  him  until  he  should  be  completely  tamed. 

We  afterwards  examined  our  ostrich- eggs,  submitting  them,  like 
those  we  had  previously  gathered,  to  the  hot- water  ordeal. 

Several  of  them  fell  heavily  to  the  bottom  ;  those  we  withdrew 
as  utterly  hopeless  :  others  stirred  on  entering  the  water ;  these 
we  took  care  of  as  preserving  a  principle  of  vitality,  which  we 
trusted  to  develop  by  the  artificial  warmth  of  fire  and  cotton.  I 
arranged  for  this  purpose  a  kind  of  stove,  in  which  I  maintained  a 
uniform  temperature  at  the  degree  indicated  on  some  thermometers 
as  "  fowl-heat"  (chaleur  de  poule). 

Our  next  task  was  settling  our  Angora  rabbits  on  Shark  Island. 
We  might  have  abandoned  them  to  their  own  devices ;  but,  anxious 
to  obtain  every  possible  advantage  from  them,  we  constructed  a 
burrow,  like  those  which  intersect  in  every  direction  the  warrens  of 
Europe ;  not  so  much  for  their  benefit,  as  to  keep  them  within 
reach  whenever  we  might  want  them.  We  took  care,  before  set- 
ting them  free  in  their  subterranean  galleries,  to  comb  them,  and 
remove  all  their  loose  hair  ;  and  at  the  entrances  we  fixed  some 
immovable  snares,  to  rid  the  animals  that  might  get  entangled  in 
them  of  their  superfluous  wool,  which  we  designed  at  a  suitable 
opportunity  to  convert  into  impervious  beavers. 

The  two  antelopes  were  also  transported  to  Shark  Island.  It 
would  have  pleased  us  much  to  have  kept  these  charming  creatures 
near  us ;  but  we  were  apprehensive  they  might  sustain  some  injury 
from  our  dogs  and  other  animals.  It  would  have  been  condenm- 
ing  the  two  timid  fawns  to  a  prison  wherein  they  would  assuredly 
have  perished.  We  preferred  to  save  them  by  removing  them  to  a 
distance ;  but  wished  at  the  same  time  to  render  their  exile  as 
agreeable  as  was  within  our  power.  So  we  constructed  in  the 
islet  a  kind  of  shed  for  their  protection,  and  to  the  natural  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  added  those  provisions  we  knew  to  be  most 
suitable  for  them. 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  see  these  frail  and  timid  creatures 
bounding  gracefully  among  the  tall,  thick  grasses ;  and  we  never 
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wearied  of  sdmiring  thnr  light  movemenU,  their  alagant  fenH, 
their  rapid  course.  The  antelope  is  of  a  deep  brown,  in  ■ome  plaov 
approaching  black.  A  long  streak  of  white  hair  atretohM  fran 
the  neck  along  the  back  and  tail ;  bvt  it  is  almoat  whdlj  biddB 
by  the  close  dark  hair  which  prevails  over  the  entire  extent  of  die 
spine.  Each  check  is  marked  with  two  large  white  spolA,  and 
numerous  small  ones  are  scattered  OTer  its  haunches.  Its  Itgt  4re 
slender  ;  its  feet  extremely  small.  Its  tail,  thongh  very  Bhort,  ia 
covered  with  thick  hair,  extending  to  the  outer  part  of  its  tfai^H. 
A  black  mouxtache  garnishes  its  noee  and  upper  Up.  It  ia  the 
daintiest  and  most  graceful  creature  imaginable. 

The  antelope  carries  on  its  pereon  a  source  of  wealth,  which 
renders  it  much  sought  after  by  the  American  hunters — namely, 
niusk.  It  is  said  that  they  adopt  a  very  cruel  method  of  obtaining 
this  fatal  treasure.  They  strike  the  ant«lope  with  heavy  eticks, 
until  bumpe  and  contusions  are  formed  on  its  back,  where  the 
blood  accumulates ;  they  tie  up  these  contusions,  and  so  tightly 
that  tlie  blood  extrarasated  in  that  kind  of  bag  or  pouch  cannot 
flow  out  of  it.  ^Vhen  the  bags  are  dry  they  fall  off  the  animal  of 
their  own  accord,  and  furnitih  the  ecenied  blood  which  becomes 
musk,  and  which  Kuropoans  purchase  at  a  high  price. 

Of  all  the  turtles  we  had  brought  from  the  desert  only  two 
remained.  These  we  transported  into  the  Duck's  Marsh.  We 
had  thought  at  first  of  admitting  them  into  the  kitchen  garden, 
where  the;  would  have  done  good  service  agaioHt  our  insect  foes ; 
but  as  my  wife  feared  they  would  also  commit  great  havoc  among 
her  salads,  we  dismissed  them  to  the  mud  and  reeds  of  the 
b  warn  p. 

Rudly  was  intrusted  to  carry  them.  No  sooner  had  he  reached 
the  marsh  than  we  heard  him  calling  Frederick,  and  begging  him 
to  bring  a  stick.  I  supposed  the  young  scapegrace  meditated  a 
campaign  against  itit  peaceful  inhabitants,  and  that  he  intended  to 
massacre  a  few  scores  of  frogs,  so  that  I  was  greatly  astonished  to 
Gce  my  two  sons  return  with  an  enormous  ee!,  which  they  had 
found  in  one  of  the  weirs  Kmest  had  raised  before  our  expedition 
into  the  savaimah.  Tlie  other  weirs  had  also  answered  their  pur- 
pose ;  but  from  the  lai^  breaches  in  their  centre  we  perceived 
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they  must  have  been  visited  by  fishes  strong  enough  to  break 
through  the  reeds  and  rushes  of  which  they  were  made. 

A  cordial  reception  was  granted  to  the  eel.  The  manageress 
cut  off  a  portion  and  cooked  it  for  us  immediately ;  the  remainder 
was  prepared  in  the  way  seamen  prepare  tunny,  and  deposited  in 
our  bamboo  casks. 

The  vanilla  and  pepper,  as  climbing  plants,  naturally  found  a 
place  around  the  bamboo  pillars  supporting  a  kind  of  gallery  which 
we  had  erected  at  the  entrance  to  our  grotto,  and  which  formed 
the  platform  of  our  pigeonry.  I  did  not  value  the  vanilla  for  any 
immediate  advantage  to  be  obtained  from  it  ;  but  I  thought  it 
might  prove  useful  in  seasoning  certain  productions  of  our  climate, 
whose  over-cold  nature  might  tend  to  weaken  the  stomach. 

Finally,  the  casks  of  fat  we  had  collected,  and  the  cured  bears'- 
meat  and  peccary-meat,  were  deposited  in  our  provision  stores ; 
the  whole  now  presenting  a  formidable  bulwark,  behind  which  we 
might  successfully  defy  the  assault  of  famine. 

These  important  labours  having  been  brought  to  an  end,  we 
addressed  ourselves  to  those  more  immediately  concerning  the 
embellishment  of  our  residence  or  the  luxuries  of  our  daily  life. 

The  two  bears'-skins  were  plunged  into  sea-water ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  tide  from  carrying  them  away,  and  to  defend  them 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  crabs,  we  loaded  them  with 
heavy  stones. 

My  wife  took  charge  of  the  young  moorfowl  we  had  brought 
home  ;  being  anxious  that  Master  Knips  and  Rudly's  jackal  should 
learn  to  look  upon  them  as  members  of  our  family,  should  respect 
them  accordingly,  and  not  attempt  upon  them  any  of  those  experi- 
ments in  animal  physiology  with  which  they  were  too  familiar. 

The  condor  was  deposited  in  the  museimi ;  but  we  deferred 
until  some  winter  day  the  task  of  fitting  him  for  the  companion- 
ship of  the  boa.  We  likewise  placed  in  reserve,  in  the  museum, 
the  talc,  asbestos,  and  porcelain  clay  which  we  had  discovered; 
but  the  last  three  objects  were  not  intended  to  figure  therein  as 
curiosities  or  as  specimens  of  the  mineral  kingdom.  It  was  my 
design  to  convert  the  talc  into  window-panes,  the  porcelain  into 
all  kinds  of  utensils,  and  the  asbestos  into  incombustible  wicks  for 
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the  reflecting   lamp   which  we  had  suspended  from    oni'   rodcj 

Such  works  as  these,  however,  were  conveniently  deferred  until 
the  rainj'  season,  whose  tedium  they  would  urve  to  Itgfaten. 

I  alflo  deposited  the  eupborbium  ^m  in  the  moaentn,  carefhllj 
wrapping  it  up  in  paper,  on  which  I  had  written  m  large  letters 
the  ominous  word  poUmt,  to  prevent  the  fatal  conseqaences  that 
might  result  from  any  rash  meddling  with  a  substance  so  dan- 
gerous. 

The  skins  of  the  rats  slain  by  Ernest  infected  us  with  their 
strong  odour  of  musk.  T  therefore  made  them  into  a  package ; 
and,  remembering  what  I  had  read  of  sailore  hoisting  the  aua- 
fatiila — a  peculiarly  unpleasant  resin — which  they  were  importing 
from  Asia,  to  the  masthead,  so  as  to  relieve  themselves  from  its 
stench,  I  placed  our  rat-skins  in  the  open  air,  just  under  the  gallery, 
that  wc  might  be  free  from  all  annoyance. 

These  various  occupations  consumed  a  couple  of  days.  Rudly, 
always  fond  of  change,  was  delighted  by  their  diverse  character; 
Ernest,  on  the  other  hand,  who  had  but  little  inclination  for  an 
active  life,  did  not  relish  these  constant  goings  and  comings.  He 
even  said  that  he  should  consider  himself  much  happier  if  dreaming 
at  will  under  the  tranquil  shade  of  some  noble  tree,  or  closely 
following  up  some  highly  interesting  lecture,  than  in  transporting 
and  putting  in  order  what  we  were  pleased  to  call  our  treasures. 
I  endeavoured  to  correct  what  was  false  jn  the  reasoning  of  both 
my  sons.  I  reminded  Rudly  that  life  ought  not  wholly  to 
resemble  a  niagio  lantern,  in  which  different  objects  rapidly  and 
incessantly  succeed  one  another  ;  and  that  wc  must  learn  at  timee 
to  bring  a  certain  amount  of  constancy  anil  energy  to  bear  upon 
the  uniformity  of  our  occupations.  As  for  EmcMt,  1  bade  him 
observe  that  a  life  rif  inaction  would  suffer  the  noblest  fat'ulties  of 
the  intellect  to  grow  benumbed  and  dead  in  a  shameful  sleep ;  and 
that  in  snch  a  case  we  could  neither  be  useful  to  ourselves  nor  to 

Meanwhile  I  meditated  upon  a  project  which,  by  calling  intn 
requisition  all  our  arms,  would  not  allow  the  philosopher  to  be 
more  indolent  than  his  brothers. 
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It  was  my  object  before  the  rains  came  on,  to  put  into  proper 
order  a  large  space  of  ground  for  the  reception  of  the  seeds  we  had 
previously  entrusted  to  the  soil  without  order  or  method.  The 
enterprise  was  difficult,  and  we  comprehended  all  the  force  of  the 
Divine  decree,  which  condemned  man  to  win  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow.  We  called  to  our  assistance  the  strength  and 
goodwill  of  our  beasts  of  burden ;  but  the  sun  was  so  scorching 
that  their  sufferings  under  the  yoke  compelled  our  pity.  We  were 
only  able  to  work  four  hours  daily ;  two  in  the  morning,  and  two 
in  the  evening.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  every  difficulty,  we 
contrived  to  till  in  tolerable  fashion  a  couple  of  acres,  which  would 
furnish  us  with  an  ample  supply  of  maize,  cassava,  and  potatoes. 

But  to  what  groans,  what  complaints,  I  was  forced  to  listen 
during  the  progress  of  our  heavy  task  I  Self-love,  that  natural 
stimulus  of  human  idleness,  came,  however,  to  the  succour  and 
encouragement  of  my  sons,  and  Ernest  himself  put  on  a  tolerably 
good  countenance  until  his  labours  were  completed. 

*'  Ha,  ha ! "  cried  Rndly,  '*  how  good  this  bread  will  be  I  with 
what  zest  we  shall  devour  it  I     We  shall  have  fairly  earned  it." 

1  pretended  not  to  understand;  I  redoubled  my  enei;gy  and 
ardour ;  and  my  example  produced  a  greater  effect  on  my  young 
family  than  all  the  dissertations  I  might  have  delivered  on  con- 
stancy and  the  value  of  perseverance. 

We  occupied  the  intervals  of  our  painful  toil  by  beginning  the 
education  of  our  ostrich.  This  was  no  less  difficult  than  novel  an 
enterprise ;  but  I  had  somewhere  read  that  it  was  possible,  by  dint 
of  great  patience,  to  overcome  the  savage  character  of  this  remark- 
able bird,  and  we  resolved  to  attempt  it. 

Our  pupil  made  his  debut  by  plunging  into  a  paroxysm  of  rage, 
stamping  his  feet,  and  aiming  blows  at  us  with  his  head  and  bill : 
but  we  found  it  answer  well  in  return  to  treat  him  like  Frederick's 
eagle — namely,  to  stupify  him  with  tobacco,  whose  narcotic  fumes 
exercised  such  an  influence  on  his  faculties  that  ere  long  we  saw 
the  grand  and  majestic  bird  balance  himself  with  difficulty,  totter 
on  his  long  legs,  and  finally  fall  prone  on  the  earth  without  strength 
or  movement.  We  had  frequent  recourse  to  this  discipline ;  then, 
by  degrees,  we  lengthened  the  cords  which  fastened  his  feet  to  the 
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bambooR,  and  soon  allowed  bim  Bnfficient  latitude  to  li«  dom  wben 
be  pleawd,  to  rise  at  his  leiaare,  and  to  moTeroimd  and  roniu)  the 
posts.  We  proviiled  also  for  bis  comfort;  making  vp  a  good  litt«r 
of  dry  reedx,  uid  placing  dail;  before  him  some  Tessela  lillod  with 
sweet  nuts,  rice,  maize,  and  guavaa ;  in  a  word,  we  took  can  to 
tuppt;  him  with  everfthing  we  thought  likelj  to  pleaao  hi* 
appetite. 

For  the  first  three  days  all  our  caree  met  with  the  moet  nngn- 
ilous  respomw,  and  the  choice  viaods  put  before  him  were  r^arded 
with  the  greatest  contempt.  Our  handsome  prisoner  would  not 
eat,  and  chiiig  so  obstinately  to  his  determination  that  we  begau  to 
[eel  alarmed  for  the  consequences.  Fnrtunatelf ,  my  wife  conceived 
the  iilea  of  a  stratagem  which  extricated  us  from  our  embarraM- 
nieut ;  this  was  to  force  into  the  animal's  beak  some  email  ballfi  of 
maize  and  butter.  At  fii-st  the  ontricli  grimaced  most  abominably ; 
but  when  xhe  titsted  the  "forced  meat  balls"  she  was  thu-s  com- 
pelled to  swallow,  she  formed  bo  favourable  an  opinion  of  our  cook- 
ing, that  we  hud  thenceforth  no  difficulty  in  making  her  eat ;  she 
emptied  the  bowls  of  rice  and  maize  with  a  very  satisfactory  relish. 
The  guavaa  especially  met  with  lier  approbation.  This  fiist  atep 
in  advance  pleased  us  niightily,  and  we  accepted  it  as  a  good  omen 
of  the  Kuci'esH  of  our  educational  system. 

And,  in  fact,  her  natural  savagery  disappeareil  daily.  She  per- 
mitted us  to  npproDcli  without  saluting  us  by  a  volley  of  blows, 
and  after  awhile  wo  thought  we  could  venture  to  release  her  firom 
her  post,  and  attempt  a  gentle  promenade  in  the  neighbourhood. 
We  placed  her  anew  between  the  bufialo  and  bull,  and  put  her 
through  all  the  various  exercises  of  the  manige;  teaching  her  to 
trot,  to  gallop,  to  stop  suddenly,  to  trot  again,  to  move  at  a  r^ular 
pace — and  the  like.  I  will  not  say  that  the  poor  bird  received  her 
first  lesson  with  all  the  grace  in  the  world  ;  but  the  whip  and  the 
pipe,  particularly  tbe  pipe,  proved  of  great  assistance  to  an  in  our 
capacity  of  nsf Wc A- 67-eoi-prs.  A  puif  of  tobacco  smoke,  well-directed, 
effectually  quelled  the  outbreaks  of  independence  and  the  tits  of 
obstiDacy  in  which  our  savage  pupii  occasionally  indulged. 

By  the  end  of  the  month,  the  training  was  complete.  So  suc- 
cessful had  it  proved  that  T  began  seriously  to  think  of  some  means 
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of  deriving  a  more  useful  and  more  direct  advantage  from  our  novel 
conquest.  It  was  my  desire  to  associate  her  with  our  domestic 
animalSf  to  subject  her  like  them  to  regular  movements,  to  make 
her  halt  or  march  according  to  our  need.  The  first  thing  to  find 
was  a  bit ;  but  how  invent  a  bit  for  a  bird's  beak  ?  I  had  never 
seen  such  an  article,  and  I  confess  my  imagination  left  me  plunged 
for  some  considerable  time  in  an  ecstasy  of  embarrassment.  At 
length  I  hit  upon  a  plan. 

I  had  remarked  that  the  absence  of  light  exercised  a  direct 
action  upon  the  ostrich;  that  it  suddenly  stopped  short  in  the 
darkness,  and  only  consented  to  move  on  again  when  its  sight  was 
restored.  This  discovery  suggested  to  me  an  entirely  new  kind  of 
bridle.  With  a  piece  of  sealskin  I  made  a  sort  of  hood,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  one  we  used  for  our  eagle.  It  completely  covered  her 
head,  and  came  close  dowu  upon  her  neck.  On  each  side  I  made 
an  opening  for  an  eyehole,  placing  before  each  a  small  tortoise-shell, 
which,  by  means  of  a  spring  of  whalebone,  skilfully  adapted,  was 
made  to  open  and  shut.  Some  cords  in  connection  with  these 
springs  and  tortoise-shells  enabled  us  to  shroud  our  steed  in  dark- 
ness, or  restore  her  to  daylight,  at  our  pleasure. 

When  the  two  shells  were  open,  the  ostrich  galloped  straight 
ahead ;'  if  we  closed  one,  she  turned  aside,  going  in  the  direction  of 
the  eye  which  was  still  open  to  the  light ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  we 
allowed  both  eyelids  to  drop,  she  "  pulled  up  "  suddenly.  The 
best  trained  horse  could  not  obey  its  driver  with  more  precision 
than  did  our  ostrich  under  her  hood. 

We  were  much  encouraged  by  this  success,  and  as  human  vanity 
counts  for  something  in  all  our  actions,  we  must  needs  decorate  the 
hood  with  all  the  ornaments  we  had  at  our  disposal.  Consequently, 
we  crowned  it  with  two  snow-white  feathers,  the  remains  of  the 
tail  of  our  first  ostrich,  and  embellished  it  all  about  with  gay  bits 
of  ribbon ;  so  that  our  courser  had  really  a  very  handsome  appear- 
ance when,  running  at  full  speed,  her  head  set  in  motion  the  plumes 
and  streamers  that  decked  it. 

My  children  would  with  this  have  been  perfectly  contented ;  but 
for  me  I  wanted  something  more  than  the  fruitless  amusement  to 
be  derived  from  the  equipment  of  our  handsome  captive.     The 
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ostrich  it)  a  strong  robust  animal,  capable  of  enduring  prol<Mig«d 
fatigue.  My  object  was  to  malte  ourti  aerre  alt«mately  to  any 
burdens  and  to  draw  them ;  it  was  vigorous  enough  for  both  tbeae 


dulies ;  and  also  lo  be  useful  ah  a  steed.  I  set  to  work,  accordingly, 
on  tho  preparation  of  different  kindR  of  harness.  I  need  say  no- 
thing about  the  contrivances  which  did  duty  in  the  rougher  work  ; 
but  the  saddle  and  girth,  and  other  necessaries  fur  equestrianism, 
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formed  a  masterpiece  of  ingenuity !  And  so  thoroughly  did  I 
understand  my  system  of  straps  and  bridles,  that  T  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that,  in  Caffraria,  the  land  of  ostriches,  I  could 
easily  have  obtained  a  patent  for  the  invention,  and  the  pompous 
title  of  "  Saddler  to  his  Majesty."* 

But  however  great  the  merit  of  my  invention,  it  was  not  very 
readily  appreciated  by  the  ostrich.  It  was  with  especial  difficulty 
I  prevailed  upon  her  to  imdertake  the  role  of  post-horse;  she 
found  exceedingly  little  satisfaction  in  that  mode  of  exercise.  But 
I  knew  that  in  the  matter  of  education  patience  and  perseverance 
are  the  two  first  elements  of  success.  I  would  not  suffer  myself  to 
be  discouraged;  and  after  numerous  more  or  less  troublesome 
experiments,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our  new  courser  sub- 
mit with  tolerable  grace  to  her  saddle,  and  gallop  between  Tent- 
Town  and  Falcon's  Nest  to  the  general  satisfaction.  She  accom- 
plished the  distance  in  a  third  of  the  lime  that  our  swiftest  horses 
would  have  occupied. 

After  the  animal's  education  was  finished,  the  question  of  owner- 
ship arose  with  all  its  difficulties,  lludly  had  abated  none  of  his 
pretensions ;  Fritz  and  his  brothers,  on  their  part,  were  not  the 
least  disposed  to  abandon  their  right ;  so  that  I  found  myself  com- 
pelled to  interpose  my  paternal  authority  and  terminate  their  con- 
tention. Rudly  was  lighter  and  nimbler  than  his  elder  brothers ; 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was  stronger  than  Fritz,  who  might,  how- 
ever, have  contended  with  him  for  the  prize  of  superior  agility. 
These  two  considerations  seemed  to  mo  to  militate  considerably  in 
his  favour,  and  I  adjudged  to  him  possession  of  the  animal ;  but 
on  one  condition,  that  everybody  should  have  a  right  to  her,  and 
that  she  shoidd  contribute  rather  to  the  general  good  than  to  the 
sole  amusement  of  her  new  proprietor. 

Master  Rudly  was  overjoyed  at  this  decision,  notwithstanding 
the  restrictions  which  clogged  it ;  the  others  submitted  while 
endeavouring  to  compensate  themselves  for  the  disappointment  by 
launching  a  few  innocent  sarcasms  at  the  fortunate  owner,  whicli 
in  no  wise  discomposed  him.     Delighted  with  his  triumph,  he 

'*  At  the  time  this  book  was  written,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  belonged  to  the  Dntch 
government.  It  did  not  beoome  a  Biitlib  poeseuion  until  1800,  when  it  waa  captured  by 
Sir  Home  Popharo. 
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?>liook  aiiiile  the  ploaKantries  wUli  wfakli  lie  wu  overwhelmed,  Jul 
as  A  traveller  tiinip^  off  tlio  flnkcn  uf  snuw  that  h&ve  gathered  upon 
hih  clonk  ;  anrt  r('|ilLe<l  to  tliom  by  spurring  on  his  steed,  and  mak- 
ing her  niAito'iivrc  Kkillully  in  the  ^yes  uf  hin  joken. 

McniiwhilL-,  the  arliUcial  iiicuhntioD  of  the  uotrich's  eggs,  which 
wc  hail  wrupiwil  up  in  tuttoii  ami  submitted  to  the  heat  of  a  store, 
hail  almost  succee<icd  ;  that  iii  tu  say,  out  of  six  eggs  we  had 
hatched  thrc.  Tlu-  pulletx  they  brwnglit  forth  were  the  drollest 
ereature!)  iiitnginshli' ;  they  reNenibled  geese  mounted  upon  stilts 
Hnil  totleved  fonvHi'il  in  the  mott  awkward  fashion.  The  life 
wliidi  they  ciijoyeii  iliil  not  seeiii  oomplete.  One  of  the  three  died 
soud  after  oiiiergLii)r  tioin  its  hIicII  ;  the  two  otheni  survived,  and 
we  applied  ourBelvi-s  to  supply,  by  alt  kinds  of  attentions  and  Ion- 
thiiuglil,  those  miilt'iiiiil  i-Hrcs  which  animals  need  as  much  as  men, 
and  ivhich  our  jiullels  coiilii  nol  ohtitin.  Maize,,  sweet  nuts,  boiled 
rice,  milk,  i'ti.s<ava^tti?  .supplied  them  profusely  with  all  the  riches 
and  dnintieK  at  our  ilis|iiiMil, 

ITie  ostrich  reuiaJiu'd  fur  neaily  two  uiouthh  the  object  of  our 
principal  nllerition  ;  but  nn  Moner  were  the  difficulties  of  educa- 
tion conqucrcil,  and  she  had  laken  first  rank  among  our  domestic 
animals,  Ihnn  she  met  with  the  fate  of  all  those  things  which  have 
no  longer  the  ehnrm  uf  nuvelty ;  our  admiration  disappeared,  and 
habit  insensibly  deprived  her  of  the  prestige  with  which  she  had 
at  first  been  surro united.  Wc  returned  to  our  usual  occupations, 
and  t>egfln  to  execute  a  vust  variety  and  amount  of  work,  all  of  less 
importance  than  the  laboiious  and  difficult  training  we  had  just 
completed  ;  but  hII  calculated  to  promote  out  ease  and  comfort  in 
our  future  existence  at  thn  giolto  of  Tent-Town. 

We  commenced  l»y  giving  our  bears'  skios  the  preparation  they 
stood  in  need  of.  I  removed  with  the  greatest  care  any  particles 
of  flesh  still  adhering  In  them ;  I  rubbed  them  at  intervals  with 
vinegar  and  a  mixture  of  ashes  and  grease;  and  by  constantly 
working  and  kneading  tliein,  contrived  to  secure  the  requisite  de- 
gree of  suppleness.  And  os  they  were  free  from  all  disagreeable 
odour,  they  mmlc  two  of  the  warmest  coverings  any  one  could 
desire. 

For  our  drinking  supplies  we  had  hitherto  hod  only  the  pure 
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ivater  of  the  bvouks,  Koiiie  bowls  of  palm  wine,  and  tlie  barrel  of 
Cape  wine  wliich  we  had  saved  from  the  shipwreok.  But  this 
wine  could  not  last  for  ever,  and  the  resource  of  the  pahn  was  very 
precariouE.  Accordingly,  I  resolved  to  supply  these  deficiencies 
by  the  preparation  of  an  artificial  drink.  I  had  frequently  beard 
of  the  kydromel  of  the  Russians ;  we  possessed  its  foundation  in 
the  honey  furnished  by  our  bee-hivcE,  and  I  therefore  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  attempt  its  composition.  We  .,  -, 
boiled  a  large  quantity  of  honey  in 
BufRoient  water,  and  having  poured 
the  liquid  into  two  casks,  I  threw 
into  each  a,  cake  of  bout  rye  bread, 
to  induce  fermentation.  We  thus  , 
obtained  au  agreeable  and  slightly  '• 
acidulated  drink,  which  in  winter 
could  not  but  prove  a  resource  of  the 
highest  importance.  The  two  casks 
first  prepared  we  placed  in  the  cave,  or,  moi 
in  the  hollow  which  we  dignified  with  that  n 

We  afterwards  made  a  still  choicer 
drink,by  adding  some  muscado  nuts, 
leaves  of  ravensara,  and  a  sprink- 
ling of  aromatic  plants,  to  the  hydro- 
mel.  Thisliciuid,  of  more  generous 
quality  than  our  former  beverage, 
was  reserved  for  extraordinary  oc- 
caKions — baiiqueta,  the  celebration 
of  anniversaries,  and  the  like. 

A  little  discussion  arose  upon 
the  proper  name  for  this  home- 
made nectar  :  some  would  have 
christened  it  Cape  wine;  others  pre-  ^"  ""*■ 

lerred  the  name  of  Madeira.  Our  philosopher  terminated  the  diffi- 
culty by  suggesting  that  of  Muscado  wine  which  was  indeed  the 
most  appropriate  appellation,  since  the  pnncipal  ingredient  to 
which  it  owed  its  virtues  were  the  muscadoes  brought  back  to  us 
by  our  pigeons  from  their  distant  excursions. 


correctly  speaking,' 
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After  hfdiouiel  came  vinegmr,  which  we  felt  to  ba  an  mdb- 
penwble  neceflsity,  requiring  it  not  only  for  our  euMiW,  hot  for  a 
variety  of  other  ciruumatAnces.  Hy  wife  received  thia  new  prodvet 
of  our  imiuatry  with  marked  approbation. 

When  we  had  nearly  completed  onr  ingathering  (rf  prorisioiia, 
and  found  ourBelvee  ao  well  atocked  that  there  was  no  fear  of  oar 
being  surprised  by  famine  before  the  winter  had  expired,  we  were 
able  to  address  ourselves  to  objects  of  lesser  importance.  WUle 
still  waiting  for  the  first  rains,  we  began  the  manufactur«  of  some 
hats.  This  was  a  task  as  troublesome  as  it  was  novel,  and  nn- 
doubtedly  we  did  not  display  in  it  the  skill  and  subtlety  of  the 
artists  who  work  for  the  "  dandies"  of  London  and  Paris;  but  we 
were  able  to  console  our  self-love  with  tfae  reflection  that  we  had, 
at  alt  events,  succeeded  in  tfae  object  we  had  proposed  to  onr- 

Tho  first  quDKtion  which  presented  itself  was  the/oi-m  we  ought 
to  give  to  our  hats. 

Each  person  pronounced  his  opinion ;  but  Necessity,  which  we  had 
not  invited  to  our  council,  intruded  itself  upon  us,  and  compelled  us 
to  adopt  for  our  cke/s-d'auore  the  outline  best  adapted  for  our  means 
and  appliances.  It  required  to  be  excessively  simple.  I  carved  as 
best  I  could  a  wooden  head,  which  could  be  divided  into  two  por- 
tions, and  over  it  we  laid  a  thick  layer  of  soft  and  supple  paste, 
composed  of  rats'  hair  and  isinglaw.  Tliis,  when  dry,  furnished 
us  with  a  tolerably  accurate  mould,  and  provided  us  with  a  kind  of 
skult-cap,  of  which  my  readers  can  easily  form  an  idea. 

After  all  our  exertions,  the  work  wo  turncil  out  was  ungraceful 
enough  in  appearance.  My  sons  were  no  more  satisfled  with  it 
than  I  was ;  but  the  dilapidated  condition  to  which  oui'  Euro' 
pcan  coiffures  had  been  reduced,  the  necessity  of  obtaining  some 
defence  against  the  sotar  rays  which  struck  right  upon  our 
heads,  compelled  us  to  rest  contented  with  the  head-gear  we  had 
devised. 

"  la  it  a  bonnet  or  a  hat?  or  is  it  a  skull-cap?"  asked  Master 
Ernest,  laughing.  Truly,  this  was  a  fine  question  to  submit  to  the 
Academy  of  Tent-Town  at  its  first  sittings. 

"  Hat,  bonnet,  or  night-cap,"  replied  Frederick,  "  I  beg  leave  to 
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ask  if  the  nondescript  will  always  retain  its  present  ugly  shade. 
I  vote,"  he  added,  "  for  dyeing  it  of  some  colour  which  will  infalli- 
bly conceal  it." 

"  Good,"  rejoined  Ernest.  "  And  for  my  part  I  vote  we  dye 
them  red.  which  is  the  true  poetic  colour." 

"  And  that  of  cardinals  and  learned  doctors,"  said  Rudly  imme- 
diately. *'  Let  us  tint  the  skull-cap  red,  and  it  will  make  a 
splendid  cardinal's  cap  for  Mr.  Professor  Ernest.  Gifted  as  he  is 
with  scientific  lore,  he  cannot  halt  in  his  forward  course,  and 
I  believe  he  may  become  cardinal  or  pope,  and  aim  at  all  the 
bonnets." 

Our  reckless  young  gentleman's  sally  made  us  all  laugh.  Fritz, 
however,  declared  a  preference  for  gray,  and  Rudly  for  green,  as 
being  the  hunter's  favourite  colour ;  while  Frederick,  like  a  skilful 
physician,  voted  for  white,  because  he  recollected  that  this  colour 
was  less  absorbent  of  light  than  any  other ;  whence  he  concluded 
that  it  was  most  appropriate  for  a  head-covering,  whose  first  re- 
commendation ought  to  be  coolness. 

"  Capital,  capital ! "  I  exclaimed ;  "  your  opinions  afford  me 
great  pleasure ;  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  cannot  pay  that  attention 
to  them  I  could  have  wished.  Frederick  has  given  a  proof  of  his 
talent  by  voting  for  white ;  Rudly,  by  asking  for  a  hunter's  cap, 
has  thought  more  of  ornament  than  of  usefulness.  As  for  Ernest, 
I  do  not  for  one  moment  suspect  him  of  dreaming  of  a  cardinal's 
hat,  because  he  voted  for  red.  But,  however  this  may  be,  red  is 
the  colour  we  must  needs  adopt,  not  exactly  on  account  of  its 
doctorial  and  poetical  character,  but  because  it  is  almost  the  only 
one  we  have  at  our  disposal." 

And  so  I  had  recourse  to  cochineal,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  communicate  to  our  felt  a  beautiful  and  bril- 
liant purple  tint.  Our  success  as  dyers  caused 
our  failure  as  hat-manufacturers  to  be  forgotten. 
The  new  head-gear  recovered  its  credit,  espe- 
cially when  decorated  with  a  couple  of  ostrich 
feathers.  Our  good  manageress  wound  a  strip 
of  galloon  about  it,  which  she  had  discovered 
among  the  treasures  of  her  enchanted  bag ;  and 
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the  disdain  with  which  the  poor  felt  hail  heen  at  firat  ngwded 
was  BO  largely  modified,  that  everybody  willingly  presented  hu 
liiiad  to  Te<:eive  its  new  protection. 

But  its  destination  had  been  settled  beforehtad ;  it  rightfully 
belonged  to  little  Fritz,  whom  an  unforeseen  incident  had  deprived 
of  his  old  hat  a  few  dayn  previously. 

Fritz  was  a  handsome  lad,  with  a  sweet  and  amiable  coun- 
tenance ;  the  new  cap  became  hiiu  wonderfully ;  his  glomy  light 
liair  esi'aping  from  it  in  clustering  curU,  his  child-like  face,  hia 
blue  eym,  and  innocent  expression,  seemed  to  give  him  the  air 
of  the  son  of  William  Tell,  as  he  is  represented  in  our  national 
chronicles  at  the  moment  his  father  put  him  to  the  terrible  proof. 
'Hiis  reininiNcence  of  father-land  made  the  fortune  of  the  new  hat. 
Switzerland !  William  Tell !  TlieKo  names  brought  with  them 
Hucli  a  crowd  of  associations,  they  recalled  so  many  thoughts  at  once 
pleasing  and  melancholy,  that  we  could  not  commaud  our  tears. 

For  a  moment  we  fancied  ourselves  restored  to  the  shores  of 
our  lakes  and  the  foot  of  our  mountains.  We  discoursed  of  our 
dear  country  for  hours.  Ernest  related  the  legend  of  the  hero  of 
Switzerland;  my  wife  repeated  some  of  our  mountain  songu.  Ima- 
gination, that  wonderful  fairy  !  revived  before  our  gaze  our  cha- 
IctH,  our  pines,  and  our  precipices;  wc  forgot  for  a  while  the  dreary 
fact  that  between  Switzerland  and  ourselves  stretched  upwanls  of 
three  thousand  leagues  of  sea;  and  thus  we  speiit  one  of  the  happiest 
evenings  we  had  enjoyed  since  our  shipwreck. 

I  hud  made  but  a  single  hat ;  yet  I  had  four  sons.  The  reader 
will  therefore  understand  that  each  of  them  wished  to  see  him- 
self bimiielrd  like  the  youngest.  But  I  was  in  want  of  material, 
and  I  ordered  my  boys  to  collect  as  great  a  ({uantity  as  possible  of 
rat's  liair,  preparatoiy  to  attempting  a  hat  manufacture,  I  began 
by  constrncting  some  snares  of  the  kind  usetl  in  Europe  for 
catching  martins  and  similar  animals ;  they  were  coniposed  of 
two  strips  of  iron,  so  arranged  that,  at  the  slightest  movement, 
they  acted  like  a  spring,  fell  back  upou  themselves,  and  caught 
as  in  a  vice  the  gluttonous  creature  imprudently  beguiled  by  its 
appetite  to  seize  the  bait  with  which  thewe  snares  were  I'urnisheil. 
Thus  provideil,  my  sons  ami  T  cnmnicncoil  the  canipaign.     Instead 
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of  a  piece  of  lard,  tlie  bait  usually 
employed  in  Europe,  we  conceiveil  -^ 
the  idea  of  uiakiug  use  of  a  little 
tisli  with  which  the  marahea  liter- 
ally teemed,  and  to  which  the  rats 
appeared  exceedingly  partial.  The 
ojwning  of  the  campaigo  was  lively 
L'nough ;  the  spoils  were  abundani ; 
and  we  returned  to  our  grotto 
with  an  ample  store  of  rat  skins. 
We  hail  also  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  habits 
and  manners,  as  well  as  the  struf- 
tures,  of  the  industrious  animals 
against  which  we  carried  on  h 
tilities,  and  these  proved  to  ii 
subject  of  interesting  study. 

The  ondatara  is  about  the  t 
of  a  small  rabbit,  but  its  squat  i 
short  head  resembles  that  of  i 
water-rat.  It  has  great  eyes,  round 
short  cars  covereil  with  hair  Iwitli  J 
inside   and  out ;    its  fiir  is  soft 
shining,  and  of  a  reddish-brown 
its  tail,  flattened  at  the  sides,  i 
clothed  in  scales.     In  the  general   - 
form  of  their  body,  and  in  many  ' 
of  their  customs,  these  animals  '' 
are  very  like  the  heavera.     They 
build  up  their  habitations  of  dry 
plants,  and  particularly  of.  reeds, 
cementing  them  together  with  mud 

•>r  dome.  At  the  bottom  of  these  abodes  tin  \  (unstruLt  n 
tunnels,  thrinigh  which  they  make  their  waj  in  ijueat  of  food  for 
they  lay  up  no  winter  pmvision.  Tlicv  also  etcaiate  various  sub 
ti'rrene  asylums,  whither  they  retire  at  the  appionih  of  dangei 

As  these  habitationK  are  only  intcndiHl  to  lavt  the  nintvi    tliey 
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nre  rcliuilt  every  yenr;  tlie  ornktaras  commencing  tbeir  work  in 
time  to  avnil  tlicmselvPB  of  it  before  the  frost  begjoB.  Serenl 
families  occupy  the  name  hotise,  which,  in  nortjieni  latitudes,  it 
frequently  covered  eight  to  ten  feet  deep  with  snow  or  ice.  Ton  may 
fancy,  tlierefore,  tliat  until  the  return  of  spring  they  lead  ft  very 
dull  and  melancholy  life.  In  the  Hummcr  they  wander  about  in 
couples,  feeding  voraciously  npon  herbs  and  roots;  they  then  grow 
exceedingly  fat,  and  acquire  ihnt  strong  odour  of  musk  which  faai 
procured  lliem  the  name  of  musk-rabi. 

between  the  muKk-rat  and  the  beaver  exist,  as  I  have  eaid, 
many  points  of  niinilarity ;  their  pyramidal  huts  so  closely  k- 
Kcnible  those  ivliich  arc  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Canadian 
lakes,  that  my  sons  and  myself  were  naturally  led  to  diacourae 
aliout  the  beaver.  We  recalled  all  we  had  read  concerning  that 
nd,  iluring  our  peaceful  attempts  at  lint-manu' 


facturing,  it  received  all  the  honin 
And,  in  Initli,  there  arc  few  m 
appnixitiiate  to  man  an  nearly ;  thi 
the  need  of  m-ial  fellowship,  or  i 
more  justly  deserving  of  being 
hnninn  industry. 

The  beaver  ia  goiierally  fr-ni  I 


of  01 


nipa 


id  mi  rati  on  and  eulogr. 
1  the  ariinjal  world  which 
IV  which  feel  more  keenly 
instinct  produces  resnits 
;d  with  the   marvels  of 


felling,  and  dragging  tri^ 
uses  them 
The  finger, 


iree  to  fnur  feet  in  length ;  and 

his  wliidc  body,  with  the  eseep- 

lion  of  his  tail,   is  clothed   in  a 

thick  line  fur,  an  inch  long,  which 

admirably  preserves  the  animal's 

natural    warmth.      Uis    head    ia 

shape ;  hiM  ears 

ihort;    he 

mouth  in 

strong 

d  slijirp  ineisiir  teeth,  two  in 

These  are  (he  in- 

strunienis  he  enipluys  in  sawing, 

foi'e-feet  serve  as  bands,  and  he 

ildreiM  equal,  at  least,  to  that  of  the  squirrel. 

iveil  separated,  well  divided,  and  armed  with  long 
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pointed  nails,  while  those  of  the  hind-paws  are  connected  by  a 
strong  membrane ;  they  act  as  fins,  and  can  be  expanded,  like  those 
of  the  duck.  The  fore-paws  being  shorter  than  the  hind,  the  beaver 
always  walks  with  his  head  down  and  his  back  arched.  His 
senses,  especially  that  of  smell,  are  very  keen ;  he  cannot  endure 
uncleanness  or  unpleasant  odours ;  his  tail  is  very  remarkable,  and 
singularly  well  adapted  for  the  use  he  makes  of  it — it  is  long, 
somewhat  flat,  covered  with  scales,  garnished  with  muscles,  and 
continuously  anointed  with  oil  and  fat,  which  prevent  it  from  ab- 
sorbing humidity. 

The  beavers  are,  perhaps,  the  only  extant  example,  like  an 
ancient  monument,  of  that  intelligence  of  the  brute  creation  which, 
though  infinitely  inferior  from  the  first  to  the  intellect  of  man, 
supposes  mutual  projects  and  relative  views;  projects  which,  having 
for  their  basis  the  social  welfare,  and  for  their  objects  the  construc- 
tion of  a  (like,  the  building  of  a  city,  the  foundation  of  a  republic, 
suppose  also  some  means  of  understanding  one  another  and  of  act- 
ing in  concert. 

An  individual,  considered  by  himself  and  as  he  leaves  the  hands 
of  nature,  is  but  a  sterile  being,  whose  industry  is  limited  to  the 
simple  usage  of  his  senses. 

Man  himself,  in  a  condition  of  pure  barbarism,  deprived  of  the  light 
and  of  all  the  aids  of  society,  produces  nothing,  achieves  nothing. 
The  beaver,  single  and  isolated,  far  from  displaying  any  marked 
superiority  over  other  animals,  appears,  on  the  contrary,  inferior  to 
many  of  them  in  purely  individual  qualities ;  his  genius  and  his 
talents  become  conspicuous  only  when  he  is  a  member  of  a  com- 
munity. Moreover,  these  animals  only  care  to  build,  or,  at  least, 
are  never  met  with  except  in  desert  countries,  in  regions  which  are 
but  scantily  inhabited  by  savages,  and  where  they  are  not  disturbed 
by  the  close  proximity  of  man. 

There  are  beavers  in  Languedoc  and  in  some  of  the  islands  of 
the  Rhone.  They  are  found  in  greater  numbers  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  Europe ;  but  as  all  these  countries  are  inhabited  by 
man,  the  beavers  there,  like  other  animals,  are  dispersed,  solitary, 
fugitive,  or  concealed  in  subterranean  retreats. 

The  beaver  is  an  animal  of  considerable  mildness,  peaceableness, 
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and  familiarity ;  a  little  sad,  not  to  say  plaintive ;  without  passioii, 
violence,  or  vehement  appetites;  refraining  Irom  active  movement; 
indulging  in  no  vigorous  exertion,  yet  seriously  occupied  with  the 
desire  of  liberty,  and  gnawing  from  time  to  time  the  gates  of  his 
prison,  though  without  fury ;  for  tlie  rest,  he  shows  a  great  indif- 
ference to  all  attempts  to  cajole  him,  does  not  willingly  attach 
himself  to  his  keeper,  ami  if  he  does  not  seek  to  injure  never  cares 
to  please. 

Ue  seems  inferior  to  the  dog  in  those  relative  qualities  which 
might  bring  him  near  to  man ;  seems  made  neither  to  serve,  to 
command,  nor  even  to  mingle  with  any  other  species  than  his  own. 
His  instinct,  shut  up  in  itself,  is  only  displayeil  in  all  its  subtlety 
when  he  lives  and  labours  with  his  kind.  Alone,  he  shows  very 
little  personal  industry ;  he  cannot  even  defend  himself  very  suc- 
cessfully, thougli,  when  attacked,  he  bites  cruelly. 

It  is  in  June  and  July  that  the  beavers  begin  to  reassemble  on 
social  labours  bent ;  from  all  quarters  they  flock  towards  the  banks 
of  stream  or  lake,  and  soon  collect  in  a  body  two  or  three  hundred 
strong.  If  the  waters  always  remain  at  the  same  level,  as  is  the 
case  with  those  of  lakes,  they  build  no  dike ;  but  if  they  are  run- 
ning waters,  subject  to  increase  or  diminution,  they  a)nstruct  a 
dam  so  as  to  keep  them  at  the  same  uniform  height.  This  ilam  or 
causeway  is  frequently  SO  to  100  U'oi  in  Ifuirth,  by  10  or  12  feet 
in  thickness  at  the  base. 

To  throw  up  their  great  engineering  work  they  select  that  part 
of  the  river  which  is  tolerably  shallow ;  and  if  on  the  bank  they 
lind  a  great  tree  projecting  over  the  water,  they  begin  by  felling  it 
as  the  foundation  of  their  construction.  For  this  purpose  they 
seat  themselves  all  around  it,  and  ineessiintly  gnaw  away  at  the 
bark  and  timber,  to  whose  taste  they  are  very  pirtial,  preferring 
the  fresh  bark  and  tender  wood  to  all  ordinary  aliment.  They 
nibble  also  at  the  iooi  of  the  tree,  and  with  no  other  implements 
than  their  teeth,  in  an  incredibly  ^hort  time  cut  through  it,  so  that 
it  falls  right  across  the  stream. 

soon  as  this  tr(>e,  which  is  frequently  as  big  and  round  as  a 

IB  in  its  place,  some  of  the  beavers  undertake  to  strip  and  prune 

A     ^nehes.  so  as  to  make  it  everywhere  smooth  and  regular. 
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Others,  meanwhile,  traverse  the  river  bank,  cut  pieces  of  timber  of 
different  sizes,  sawing  and  placing  them  to  sei*ve  for  piles,  and 
carry  them  in  their  teeth  to  the  place  where  they  are  wanted. 
Here  they  plant  them  firmly  in  the  ground,  and  wattling  a 
quantity  of  branches  between  and  about  them,  soon  build  up  a 
stout  and  impenetrable  fence.  To  prevent  the  water  from  flowing 
through  the  interstices  they  fill  them  up  with  clay,  which  they 
knead  and  flatten  with  their  fore-feet,  and  afterwards  beat  with 
their  tails,  which  serves  as  a  trowel.  The  position  of  the  causeway 
is  worthy  of  notice :  the  piles,  which  are  all  of  the  same  height,  are 
planted  vertically  above  the  point  of  descent  of  the  water ;  but  the 
whole  work,  on  the  contrary,  is  sloped  on  the  side  which  has  to 
sustain  the  rush,  so  that  while  the  causeway  will  measure  twelve 
feet  in  width  at  its  base,  it  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  feet 
thick  at  its  summit.  Thus,  it  not  only  possesses  the  requisite 
solidity,  but  also  the  most  suitable  form  for  retaining  the  water, 
preventing  it  from  effecting  its  escape,  enduring  its  pressure,  and 
breaking  the  violence  of  its  efforts. 

When  the  beavers  have  toiled  all  in  a  body  to  construct  this 
great  public  work,  whose  peculiar  object  is  to  maintain  the  waters 
always  at  the  same  level,  they  labour  in  companies  at  the  erection 
of  their  private  dwelling-places — these  are  cabins,  huts,  or,  rather, 
little  houses  built  in  the  water  on  platforms  of  piles,  close  to  the 
edge  of  their  pond,  with  two  openings,  one  for  egress  towards  the 
land  and  the  other  towards  the  water.  The  form  of  these  edifices 
is  nearly  always  oval  or  round ;  they  are  from  four  to  ^ve  and 
even  ten  feet  in  diameter;  while  some  are  two  or  three  stories 
high.  The  walls  are  two  feet  thick,  and  the  edifice  is  crowned 
with  a  dome-shaped  roof.  It  is  wholly  impenetrable  to  rains,  and 
successfully  defies  the  most  impetuous  winds.  Tlie  various  materials 
employed  in  its  construction  are  wood,  stone,  and  sandy  soil ;  the 
partitions  are  encrusted  with  a  kind  of  stucco,  applied  by  the  aid 
of  their  tails,  and  with  such  neatness  and  consistency  that  you 
might  take  it  for  the  work  of  a  skilful  mason.  Each  cabin  con- 
tains a  store-room,  filled  with  a  supply  of  bark  and  soft  wood  for 
winter  provender.  The  inhabitants  of  each  hut  enjoy  all  things 
in  common,  and  never  pillage  their  neighboui-s.      The  smallest 
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edificefl  mrc  tenanted  hy  two  to  six  beavers,  aod  tbe  largest  by  ai 
many  as  eighteen  oi-  twenty,  neatly  always  in  equal  proportiait  ol 


males  and  femalex. 
cabins  linve  been 


Communities  formed  of  twenty  to  twenty-fiva 
vith  by  travellers. 


But  however  numerous  tlie  re|iul)lio,  its  tranquillity  is  : 
turbed.  Frieiulu  among  tlieniselves,  says  Buffon,  if  they  have 
their  enemies  without,  they  ore  sagacious  enougJi  to  avoid  them  ; 
they  give  encli  other  warning  by  beating  with  their  tails  upon  tbe 
water,  and  tbe  sound  echoes  afar  through  tlie  dome  of  every  habi- 
tation. Each  individual  immediately  lakes  bis  decixion,  either  tu 
plunge  inlo  the  lake  or  conceal  himself  in  his  burrow. 

The  duration  of  life  of  these  animals  cannot  be  very  protracted, 
and  probably  does  not  exceed  fifteen  to  twenty  years.  However 
this  may  be,  each  eouplo,  in  its  little  fortress,  lives  in  unbroken 
concord.  They  never  forsake  one  another.  If  they  go  abroad,  it 
M  to  seek  for  fresh  bark. 
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Beaver-hunting  generally  takes  place  in  the  winter,  because  it 
is  only  in  this  season  the  fur  is  perfectly  good.  They  are  either 
shot,  or  caught  in  snares  baited  with  fresh  soft  wood,  or  assailed 
in  their  cabins  during  the  prevalence  of  the  ice.  They  take  to 
flight  beneath  the  water,  and  as  they  cannot  remain  there  long, 
they  come  up  to  breathe  at  openings  made  in  the  ice,  and  are 
then  killed  with  blows  from  an  axe.  The  hunters  sometimes  fill 
up  the  openings  with  hair  that  they  may  not  be  seen  by  the  beavers, 
and  then  seize  them  adroitly  by  the  hind-paw. 

If  the  hunters,  by  thus  destroying  the  beaver-huts,  capture  a  very 
great  number,  the  republic  is  too  weakened  to  re-establish  itself 
again.  Those  who  have  escaped  death  or  captivity  disperse  abroad ; 
their  genius,  crushed  by  terror,  expands  no  more  ;  they  hide  them- 
selves and  their  talents  in  a  burrow,  occupy  themselves  only  with 
the  most  pressing  wants,  exercise  but  their  individual  faculties, 
and  lose,  without  hope  of  recovery,  the  social  qualities  for  which 
man  admires  them. 

The  trade  in  beaver-skins  was  formerly  an  important  item  in 
the  resources  of  Canada.  The  Red  Indians  still  attire  them- 
selves in  beaver-skins,  and  wear  them  in  winter,  with  the  hair  in- 
wards. These  are  the  skins  which,  absorbing  the  sweat  of  the 
savages,  are  called /a^  castor.  The  hatters  mix  the  hair  with  that 
of  other  skins  which  have  undergone  no  such  preparation — the 
dry  castor — so  as  to  give  the  latter  more  body  and  suppleness. 

As  the  reader  has  seen,  our  dissertations  on  the  beaver  were 
prolonged  to  a  considerable  extent ;  but,  besides  the  well-deserved 
admiration  attaching  to  the  laborious  and  ingenious  animal,  the 
subject  was  one  of  a  very  suitable  character  for  a  hat-manufactory. 
We  had  resumed  our  attempts :  to  shave  the  skins,  to  full  or 
cleanse  the  hair,  to  convert  it  with  a  certain  quantity  of  isinglass 
into  a  supple  and  solid  tissue,  to  stretch  it  over  the  wooden  blocks, 
to  fashion  it  into  caps,  then  little  by  little  to  add  the  rims,  and 
gradually  to  shape  them  into  a  proper  spherical  form,  was,  for 
upwards  of  ten  days,  the  occupation  of  the  whole  family. 

The  cochineal,  which  we  had  no  reason  for  economizing,  fur- 
nished us  abundantly  with  a  beautiful  and  brilliant  red  tint,  and 
gave  our  head-gear  a  sufficiently  strange  appearance.     A  spectator. 
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seeing  us  march  gravely  along  the  shore,  as  was  onr  custom  on  the 
conclusion  of  our  daily  labours,  would  certainly  have  tAken  na  for 
four  dignitaries  of  the  Court  of  Kome.  We  had  left  to  Frita  tlie 
exclusive  privilege  of  the  plume,  which  the  borders  we  had  con- 
trived to  give  our  caps  had  advantageously  replaced. 

Our  success  in  the  hat-manufacture  encouraged  us  to  attempt 
other  experiments :  we  were  absolutely  deficient  in  solid  uteanli 
and  in  those  which  my  wife  required  for  kitchen  usee.  We  there- 
fore passed  from  the  hHtter's  art  to  that  of  the  potter, 

t  knew  a  little  of  pottery,  but  what  most  embBTmssed  me  ww 
the  mode  of  preparing  the  earth  before  UKing  it.  We  had  recourse, 
however,  to  the  Rysteni  of  teels  and  experiments  which  had  alwajv 
served  us  so  well,  and  at  the  outset  established  our  workshop  in  a 
corner  of  the  grotto. 

I  built  up  a  kiln  nitli  compartments  excavated  in  the  interior, 
intended  to  receive  the  different  utonfiils  which  1  projected,  and 
which  would  require  to  be  baked.  I  likewise  contrived  a  labyrinth 
of  earthen  tubes  destined  to  conduct  the  heat  and  secure  an  uni- 
form amount  of  solidity  in  all  the  objects  of  my  fabrication.  These 
preliminaries  occupied  a  considerable  time,  for  I  had  to  rely  rather 
upon  my  invention  than  my  memory. 

When  they  were  completed,  I  began  to  make  ready  the  material. 
I  caused  my  sons  to  collect  a  certain  quantity  of  porcelain  earth ; 
it  was  a  kind  of  very  white  and  very  fine  sand  which  we  had 
found,  as  already  related,  near  the  rocks,  in  our  expedition  to  the 
Savannah.  I  commissioned  my  eons  to  cleanse  this  earth  of  all 
foreign  admixture ;  a  precaution  which  appeared  to  me  indispens- 
able, lest,  in  kneading,  I  might  tear  my  hands  with  any  fragments 
of  flint  mingled  with  it. 

I  afterwards  mised  a  certain  quantity  of  talc  which  we  had 
found  under  the  bed  of  asbestos  or  amianthus ;  this  substance,  1 
fancied,  would  render  the  paste  firmer  and  more  solid.  Having 
worked  it  thoroughly,  I  allowed  it  to  dry  a  little  before  making 
use  of  it,  and  while  I  fininlied  the  measure  or  mould  on  which  the 
potter  spreads  his  clay. 

The  wheel  of  a  gim-can-inge,  placed  horizontally  on  a  pivot, 
and  surmounted  by  another  wheel  or  round  table,  which,  united  to 
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the  one  below  by  an  axis,  roUted  with  it,  served  my  purposes 
adiuirabty :  after  a  few  essays,  I  rocceeded  in  turning  several 
utensik  npon  this  inacbine,  such  ax  dishes,  plates,  and  a  few  pans; 
I  made  also  some  bowls,  and  cups,  and  saucers. 

These  anicles  I  exposed  to  a  glowing  fire;  many  broke  into 
pieces,  but  I  saved  fully  a  half  of  my  handiwork  ;  and  these  were 
all  of  the  finest  grain  and  the  most  perfect  transparency.  My 
wife's  joy  at  these  additions  to  her  cuisine  was  indescribable;  and, 
as  a  reward,  she  promised  us  h  variety  of  dainty  dishes,  whose 
preparation  she  had  hitherto  been  unable  to  attempt  for  want  of 
suitable  vessels. 

Having  satisfied  our  most  pressing  needs,  \vc  allowed  ourselves 
)  think  of  luxuries ;  and  our 


,-.^ 


porcelain  cups,  despite  of  their 
transparency,  appeared  to  us 
much  too  naked.  Kudly  would 
fain  have  seen  some  of  those 
delightful  floral  ornaments 
which  embellish  the  ware  of 
.  Dresden,  or  Chelsea,  or  Wedge- 
wood,  and  refresh  the  eye  with 
their  cunning  combinations  of  . 
vivid  and  variegated  colours. 
But  painting  upon  porcelain 
was  an  art  of  luxury  demand- 
ing an  amount  of  special  acquirement  in  which  we  utterly  failed. 
We  were  constrained  to  renounce  all  idea  of  adorning  our  pottery 
with  flowers;  but  I  supplied  their  want,  to  the  beat  of  my  ability, 
by  the  following  device. 

We  had  saved  from  the  wreck  several  chests  full  of  collars  and 
liracelets  in  glafls  beads  intended  for  barter  with  the  savages  of 
America ;  1  crushed  them  with  a  hammer,  and  when  tliey  were 
reduced  to  powder,  mixed  them  with  my  porcelain  paste;  the 
mixture  gave  my  ware  a  fine  effect  of  different  shades,  while  rows 
of  pearls  embedded  in  the  paste  while  it  was  atill  soft,  added  to  it 
a  surprising  beauty.  Next  to  the  utensils  wrought  upon  the 
wheel,  came  those  which  are  best  made  by  moulding.     I  manu- 
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factured  all  kindii  of  wooden  moulds,  which  we  ^terwardk  iiplit 
in  two,  anil  by  this  means  we  fashioned  Bome  tisbb,  Dot  to  bs  wm- 
pared,  undoubtedly,  with  the  products  of  China  or  Sfrrw,  bot 
not  without  a  certain  degroe  of  merit.  We  had  cnpi,  and  frtdt- 
disbes,  and  saucen),  enriched  all  over  with  flntings  and  variont 
ornaments.  My  wife  and  eons  proudly  displayed  them  on  the 
plankrt  which  supplied  the  place  of  a  buffet  in  our  kitchen.  For 
my  own  part,  I  waa  contented  with  seeing  my  sons  centre  all  their 
glory  in  proving  adequnte  to  their  own  want«,  and  in  counting  ta 
a  great  victory  every  advantage  gained  over  necewi^  by  their 
perseverance. 


CHAn'KK  XI. 


EANWHILE  the  wet  » 


m  rapidly  drew 
we  were  Boon  compelled  to 

The  rains  and  winds  recommenced  as 
in  previous  years;  the  nky  which  had  so 
long  been  bright  and  cloudless,  was 
covered  with  dense  black  clouds,  and 
terrific  storms  heralded  the  approach  of 
winter.  We  closed  the  entrance  to  our 
grotto,  and  began  the  regular  work  which  we  had  set  apart  for 
this  season  of  the  year. 

The  potter's  wheel  was  almost  constantly  in  motion.  We  at- 
tained to  still  greater  perfection  in  the  fabrication  of  our  porcelain, 
and  undertook  the  manufacture  of  various  utensils  which,  by 
patience  and  courage,  we  wrought  to  a  successful  issue.  We  had 
preserved  the  shells  of  those  ostrich  agga  wMch  had  not  been  incu- 
bated, and  Ernest  divided  them  into  two  equal  parts  by  a  tliresd 
dipped  in  vinegar.  These  halves  were  converted  into  elegant  cupa. 
I  turned  some  wooden  feet,  which  I  fitted  to  them,  and  thus  we 
provided  ourselves  with  handsome  drinking-cups  and  vases  for  the 
reception  of  flowers  in  the  summer  time. 

The  condor,  which  we  had  been  obliged  to  neglect  at  first,  was 
definitively  stuffed.  We  made  use  of  our  euphorbia  to  protect  its 
skin  from  insects ;  we  inserted  a  couple  of  porcelain  eyes,  tnd  after 
long  discussions,  settled  upon  the  place  it  should  occnpy  in  our 
muwum,  tuid  the  attitude  it  ought  to  assume. 
30 
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At  length  it  WAH  duly  raiseal,  with  head  elevmted  wad  wing* 
extended  ;  itu  iMirved  beak,  its  neck  half  bare  of  fMthera,  and  iti 
largo  and  solid  claws,  indicated  the  robber  of  the  air.  Thii  Utd, 
whose  isiveep  oE  wings  was  immense,  in  connection  with  the  bo> 
over  which  ho  dominated,  f^ve  already  an  impoaing  upect  to  oar 
nnscvnt  museum. 

Yut,  of  all  thu  inntniiiieiits  which  we  had  at  our  disposal,  tlie 
English  turning  whcL'l  was  without  contradiction  ths  one  which 
rcndcrol  lis  tliu  greatest  scrvicot ;  and  my  wife  made  such  freqiunt 
ileniandH  ujiiiu  my  industry  that  she  converted  me  perforce  into  a 
lolciahly  good  n-orkniau. 

But  all  thcsu  labours  ocvupiod  me  rather  than  my  young  family, 
anil  I  fi'arcd  lest  the  inoetivity  to  which  I  saw  them  reduced 
kIiouIi.I  itegciicrate  into  Hloth,  and  in  time  produce  wearineeo,  for 
we  Iinil  Kcnrccly  reached  the  middle  o[  the  rainy  season.  Ernest, 
it  is  tnii>,  foun'l  in  his  bouks  a  uii^ans  of  employing  his  time ;  hut 
his  brtilhera,  lows  ]Mirtial  tu  study  and  science,  only  entered  the 
library  when  there  wa»  nu  other  place  where  they  could  remain.  I 
felt  the  neccKsily  of  finding  for  tliem  an  occupation  which  should 
keep  up  their  habits  of  industry,  and  which  would  be  more  to  their 
taste  than  reading.  I  sought  lit  vain,  when  Frederick  himself 
Ibrlunatftly  came  to  my  aHsistaiicc. 

"  We  have,"  ho  said  to  me,  on  ony  oaasiou,  "  in  the  person  of 
the  ostriuh,  a  superb  potitul  equipage  for  traversing  the  roads  of  our 
kingdom ;  we  have  substantial  vehicles  for  the  transport  of  pro- 
visions ;  we  have  a  shallop  and  a  [>eriagua  wliich  rock  majestically 
in  the  Bay  of  Safety ;  but  one  thing  is  wanting — a  craft  which 
shall  skim  the  surface  of  the  water,  as  the  ostrich  flies  over 
the  sand  which  it 
hardly  seems  to  touch; 
a  light  bark  to  cany 
us  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  our 
empire,  by  skirting  its 
coast  or  ascending  its  streams.  I  have  read  somewhere  that  the 
Grcenlanders  construct  a  species  of  wherty  of  the  kind  I  mean, 
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ivhicli  they  call  a  cajavk.  Why  ahould  not  we  also  build  a 
cftjack  ?  We  have  contrived  a  periagua — why  should  not  we, 
civilized  Europeans,  succeed  in  constructing  what  these  rude  and 
simple  savages  achieve?" 

I  warmly  welcomed,  as  you  will  suppose,  my  son's  pruposilion. 
IClizaboth,  who  still  preserved  against  the  sea  and  its  caprices  u 
leaven  of  the  old  rancour,  did  not  appear  favourably  inclined 
towaitls  the  cajack,  and  the  idea  that  it  would  furnish  us  with  a 
new  temptation  was  aufiicjcnt  to  indispose  her  against  it.  We 
were  compelled  to  recur  to  all  the  arguments  which  our  imagina- 
tion suggetited ;  but  our  reasonings  and  demonstrations  did  not  con- 
vince the  good  mother — when  she  could  not  confute  us,  she  remained 
silent.  According  to  her,  the  periagua  and  the  piunsce  were  two 
chances  of  shipwreck  quite  sufficient  for  the  colony,  and  she  could 
not  conceive  that  any  necessity  existed  for  increasing  the  number. 

The  tempest  which  had  flung  us  upon  the  coast  of  our  present 
abode  was  ever  present  to  her  thoughts  -,  and  thoogh  three  years 
had  passed,  nhe  still  exhibited  every  mark  of  terror  and  anxiety 
when*  she  spoke  to  ns  of  all  the  dangeni  which  had  assailed  us  upon 
the  sea — that  "  perfidious  element,"  as  she  loved  to  call  it. 

Nevertheless,  as  the  construction  of  the  cajaek  involved  at  least 
one  object  which  it  wee  important  for  us  not  to  neglect — that 
of  occupying  my  children — we  immediately  set  to  work,  promising 
the  good  mother  a  masterpiece  whose  grace  and  lightness  should 
conquer  the  prejudice  she  displayed  against  it. 

The  cajack,  the  only  boat  in  use  among  the  Qreenlanders,  is  a 
hind  of  shell-shaped  canoe,  consisting  of  a  few  pieces  of  whalebone 
and  a  seal's  skiu.  It  is  an  extremely  light  craft,  and  the  navigator 
who  has  propelled  her  over  lake  or  river  easily  carries  it  upon 
hb  shoulders  when  he  reaches  the  shore.  The  Oreenlanders  bring 
to  bear  upon  its  management  an  almost  incredible  skill  and 
audacity  ;  they  accomplish  in  it  protracted  voyages,  ftud  hunt  the 
sea),  the  sea-dog,  and  all  the  ocean-monaten  whidi  frequent  the 
coasts  they  inhabit.  Whether  the  sea  be  calm  or  stormy,  whether 
his  cajack  floats  on  the  waves  like  a  tiny  feather,  or  is  carried 
swiftly  onwards  by  the  rolling  surge,  the  Oreenlander  knows 
neither  fear  nor  danger;  with  his  legs  crossed  at  the  bottom  of  hie 
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uini>c,  hiii  hutuls  KUjipliml  wild  pliant  oani,  he  knows  hu  iucun 
liuril  [if  nhipwrcck.  Tlie  Grei-iklaiider  in  his  cajauk  is  lika  t 
ceiiliiur;  )ia  in  nimi  iileiititietl  with  tho  thing  that  carriea  him. 


The  Greenlandi'r  does  nut  boast  of  his  civilization  nor  of  h 
artiiitic  acquireitiunla.  His  cnjack,  therefuve,  is  not  a  masterpiece  i 
construction  ;  its  outliiie  is  not  very  grnccful,  and  even  its  nrranp 
ment  lacks  aiiaptation  to  itK  navigator's  wants.  We  thought  v 
could  improve  upon  it;  we  had  already  given  too  many  proofs 
industrial  genius  to  accept  iniplicilly  and  without  demur  from  tl 
hands  of  a  savage  people  an  invention  which  the  Eurapean  intelle 
might,  without  any  very  great  esertions,  niitably  ameliorate,  Oi 
caJBck,  then,  was  to  boirow  from  that  of  the  Grcenlandera  on 
its  lightness  and  isuppleness. 

The  materials  which  we  made  use  of  were  whalclione,  baiiilHK 
Spanish  reeds,  and  sea-dogs'  skins.  Two  arched  bones  of  tl 
whale,  united  at  either  end,  and  kept  apart  in  the  middle  by 
piece  of  bamboo,  placed  transverMlly,  joined  the  two  sides  of  tl 
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boat.  Some  other  bones,  skilfully  interwoven  witb  flexible  reeds, 
and  a  quantity  of  mos8  cemented  by  several  layerx  of  pitch,  com- 
pleted the  carcass.  The  fltst  artistic  touch  which  we  gave  to  it 
was  a  provision  for  the  rowers  remaining  seated ;  in  the  Green- 
land cajackR  he  is  constrainetl  to  sit  on  hix  haunches,  with  Iiih 
Ifgs  crossed,  tailor-wise,  or  to  extend  tliein  horizontally  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Iwat — both  positions  being  equally  inconvenient  and 
unCavuurable,  inasmuch  as  they  ilepinve  the  rower  of  the  greater 
portion  of  his  streiigtli. 


1  shall  say  nothing  of  its  cxirmal  eiiibelliHhments,  nor  of  the 
inoi'e  elongated  and  consequently  more  graceful  form  which  it 
received.  At  all  events,  this  combination  of  reeds,  bamboos,  and 
whales'  bones  proved  as  a  whole  so  light  snd  so  elastic,  that  if 
allowed  to  full  upon  the  ground  it  rebounded  from  it  like  a  balloon, 
and  when  we  launched  it,  we  found  that,  loaded  and  all,  it  scarcely 
drew  two  inches  of  water.  The  completion  of  this  chef-<l'ceuvre 
occupied  us  for  upwards  of  a  month,  but  onr  labours  were  so  suc- 
cessful that  tlie  workmen  anticipated  from  tliein  the  niost  marvel- 
lous results. 

As  soon  as  the  carcass  was  finiNhed,  and  the  interior  coaled  with 
moss  and  gnm-eluHtic,  we  1msie<l  ourselves  upon  the  external  cover- 
ing. For  this  piirposi!  I  selected  a  couple  of  entire  sen-dogs' skins; 
that  is,  skins  without  any  lateral  opening.  I  clothed  our  host 
with  these  by  forcing  each  end  of  it  right  into  the  skins  until  the 
latter  met  about  the  niiihlle,  where  they  were  fastencil  together  by 
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a  skilfully  wrought  Ream,  except  at  the  plue  left  for  tbe  n>wer. 
It  is  needless  to  say  tint  berore  using  these  skim  I  had  made  them 
uiiilitrgo  a  prc])BrHtion  to  render  them  supple,  and  u  easj  to  woil 
.IS  the  Boftent  leather  employed  by  Enropeui  uddlers.  T  likemae 
took  care  to  coat  the  Ream  with  a  thick  layer  of  gum-elastic  to 
prevent  the  water  from  penetrating.  Out  of  a  couple  of  bambooa 
1  fiMhioDod  tlic  paildle8,oue  of  which  was  furnished,  at  ita  extremity, 
with  a  well-fillud  bladder,  so  bh  to  lend  the  navigator  a  pcnnt  of 
i-esislnncc  if  any  necessity  arose.  lu  the  fore-part  I  oontrired  a 
place  to  receive  n  most  and  sail,  in  case  we  afterwards  decided  upon 
hoisting  one. 

TliUH  nur  reKourceti  received  n  new  augmentation,  and  our  fleet 
wnM  iiicreohcil  by  an  additional  vessel.  Frederick — as  suggestor  of 
tlie  eajuck,  ns  the  eldest  of  the  boys,  as  the  most  skilful  and  prac- 
ticed oarsninn — put  forward  wlmt  he  considered  to  be  indisputable 
I'lainia  to  tbc  new  property.  They  were  willingly  acknowledged; 
the  real  dangers  wliicli  bexet  all  expeditions  by  sea  having  little 
leniptalion  for  Ernest  and  Rudly.  Frederick,  therefore,  was  for- 
mally recognized  as  owner  of  tbe  new  craft. 

An  important  thing  still  remained  to  complete  tbe  etjuipment  of 
our  Greenland  boat ;  namely,  the  fitting  garb  of  him  who  was  to 
luanicuvre  it.  I  had  often  heard  men  speak  of  an  apparatus — 
familiar  enough,  indeed,  to  nil  inhabitants  of  sea-port  towns — which 
envelops  an  imlividnul  in,  ns  it  were,  a  stratum  of  air,  so  as  to 
render  him  lighter  tlian  tbe  vobnnc  of  liquid  which  his  body  dis- 
]iluces.  I  gave  my  xons  a  description  of  this  apparatus ;  I  spoke 
to  tlieni  of  the  hood  wliich  covers  tbe  swimmer's  head,  and  teniii- 
iintcs  in  a  tube  destined  to  furnish  the  latter  with  the  amount  of 
air  he  requires  for  respiration  under  the  water.  My  description, 
and  especially  llie  idea  of  tbe  tube  doing  duty  as  an  air-chimney, 
long  occupied  tlic  minds  of  my  young  people,  and  they  had  no  rest, 
and  acconled  nie  none,  until  I  bad  requested  the  assistance  of  their 
mother  in  the  construction  of  a  similar  maeliinc.  As  it  was  a 
means  of  sustaining  their  energy  and  cheerfulness  until  the  close  of 
tbe  rainy  season,  I  hastened  to  adopt  it. 

With  my  gooil  Elizabeth  our  wishes  were  as  laws,  ond  she 
]iniceeded,  with  the  utmost  willingness,  to  accomplish  what  we 


RETURN  OF  THE  DRY  SEASON.  471 

required  of  her  skill.  She  set  to  work,  and  plied  her  needle  so 
deftly,  that  in  a  very  few  days  Frederick's  diving  costume  was 
complete.  It  consisted  of  a  vest  covered  back  and  front  with  the 
skin  of  a  whale's  gut,  hermetically  sealed  and  sewn  on  every  side, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  air  admitted  by  the  tube  to  escape. 
This  tube,  which  was  flexible,  and  terminate  with  a  pipe  and 
screw,  enabled  the  centaur  to  fill  or  empty  at  pleasure  the  bladders 
in  which  he  was,  as  it  were,  enclosed. 

Meanwhile,  the  winter  glided  by  almost  imperceptibly;  with 
these  industrial  experiments,  reading  and  the  study  of  languages 
were  agreeably  alternated;  so  that  the  dark  days  before  the  coming 
of  the  spring  were  pleasantly  shortened,  and  rendered  light  and 
useful. 

Tlie  winter  in  every  respect  resembled  the  same  season  in  pre- 
ceding years.  It  began  with  violent  stonns;  which  were  suc- 
ceeded by  continual  rains  for  about  two  months  and  a  half.  Then 
came  another  series  of  furious  tempests,  as  if  to  announce  the 
speedy  advent  of  the  spring. 

Gradually  the  sun  reappeared,  the  wind  ceased,  the  sea  recovered 
its  tranquillity,  the  green  sward  emerged  from  the  sheets  of  water 
which  for  three  months  had  covered  it ;  Nature  was  regenerated. 
We  quitted  the  grotto,  glad  to  resume  our  out-door  life;  and  with 
indescribable  pleasure  once  more  rejoiced  in  the  pure  air  of  the 
coast,  the  grand  trees  of  Falcon's  Nest,  and  all  that  rich  and  vigor- 
ous vegetation  which  the  Creator  seemed  to  have  spread  around  us 
as  if  in  anticipation  of  our  desires  and  wants. 

The  diver's  dress  being  the  last  of  our  successes,  Frederick 
undertook  to  favour  us  with  a  dramatic  presentation  of  the  centaur. 
Consequently,  on  a  beautiful  sunny  afternoon,  he  solemnly  donned 
his  jacket,  which  fitted  accurately  round  his  neck  and  was  fastened 
at  the  waist  by  a  buckle  ;  his  head  he  covered  with  his  waterproof 
hood,  which  fitted  no  less  exactly  than  the  vest,  and  was  provided 
in  the  front  with  two  eye-holes  of  thin  talc,  and  terminated  on  the 
top  in  a  hollow  reedy  tube,  which  admitted  the  air  into  the  in- 
terior. On  first  seeing  him  in  his  new  equipment,  our  laughter  was 
prodigious;  but  Frederick  was  exceedingly  proud  of  it,  entered  the 
water  with  the  utmost  gravity,  and  made  his  way  towards  Shark 
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tiikiitl,  wliitlier  \re  arrived  ns  quickly  as  himtelf,  tbinks  to  tlw 
rnpiilitT  nf  the  pcria^a.  The  Rtrimmer  came  aaliore,  and  thoek 
liimself  like  «  New- 
foundluiddog  af tw 
liix  bath;  we  re- 
leased him  from 
the  hood  that  can- 
fined  his  he«d;  bnt 
the  exporimenthad 
proved  so  succcm- 
Ai),  the  diver's  garb 
was  so  felicitous  an 
achieTenient,  that 
eveiyhody  wished 
to  possess  one.  The 
good  mother  pro- 
mised liprsoiis  thcv 
iilmuld  B001I  be 
Kfltisfieil,  anil  we 
tlipn  began  to  ex- 

wliith  we  had  not 
virited  for  four 
montlis.  We  w«re 
,  during  the  winter, 
pstalilished. 
1  (lie  nntflnjiCM.  Tbey  took  flight  at  our 
nppriMcli ;  liut  ive  saw  with  iniich  pleasure  tliat  tliey  had  done 
fnll  justice  III  tlic  Rnpplies  of  rice  and  maize,  mingled  with  salt, 
wliioli  Kc.  liiiil  prefinri'il  for  tljem,  for  the  Rtrnw  niid  iiiotw  were 
well  trodik-n  in  llio  nIipiIh  we  had  creetcil.  Wc  removed  the  utock 
<ir  reeilfi  intended  for  their  lifter,  mid  furnislii-d  them  with  fresh 
provisionii ;  and  llien,  net  to  lianish  tlieni  longer  llian  could  Iw 
helped  from  n  K]w.t  in  wliirli  tliey  apparently  d.i.k  so  miieli  plca- 
hiirc,  we  quitted  it  iiml  spread  ourselves  over  the  islund.  My  sons 
eolleeled  an  ahnndimt  treasure  nf  shells,  corals,  nnil  other  curi- 
iisilieM  siiitnlde  for  llie  di>coraIion  nl  our  inuaeum.     My  wife,  who 
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took  little  heed  of  branches  of  coral,  maile  a  new  diRcovery ;  it 
nras  of  a  marine  plant,  of  vhich  flhe  would  not  tell  un  at  the  time 
either  the  name  or  properties,  but  contented  herself  with  col- 
lecting a  considerable  quantity,  which  she  deposited  at  the  bottom 
of  the  periagua.  On  our  return  home  she  mixed  it  with  other 
leaves  which  she  picked  in  Safety  Bay,  and  elie  shut  up  the  whole 
in  our  Btore-room  with  a  peculiarly  mysterious  air. 

Her  conduct  astonished  u».  "  Why,  Elizabeth ! "  said  I,  laughing, 
"  you  must  surely  be  hiding  away  an  inestimable  treasure ;  from 
the  care  you  are  taking  of  it,  one  would  be  tempted  to  guesa  it 
was  tobacco,  and  that  you  are  locking  it  up  lest  we  should  dis- 
cover and  make  use  of  it." 

She  smiled ;  but  all  the  reply  I  could  obtain  was,  that  by-and- 
by  I  should  know  the  name  and  qualities  of  the  mysterious  plant, 
which,  she  assured  me,  I  should  be  the  first  to  praise.  This  infor- 
mation was  nut  very  satisfying ;  however,  I  resigned  myself  to 
exercise  my  patience,  and  no  more  was  said  about  the  discovery. 

The  earth  was  stitl  so  damp  that  we  could  not  resume  our  longer 
expeditions.  We  profiled  by  the  last  days  we  were  forced  to  spend 
under  the  roof  of  our  grotto  to  range  in  a  suitable  manner  upon 
the  tables  of  our  museum  the  shells,  corals,  and  animal  and  mineral 
curiosities  we  had  collected  in  Shark  Island.  This  occupation  was 
particularly  agreeoble  to  Ernest,  who  bad  it  at  heart  to  merit  his 
name  of  "philosopher,"  and  justify  his  appointment  as  librarian 
and  cnrator  of  ihe  museum  of  Tent-Town,  He  had  prosecuted 
his  studies  with  unremitting  ardour  during  the  wet  season,  and  he 
now  explained  to  ua  with  much  timidity  the  formation  of  coral. 
He  told  na  how  it  sometimes  forms,  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean- 
waves,  numerous  islands  which  seem  due  to  subterranean  convul- 
sions. Ho  also  lectured  us  upon  the  polypes ;  in  fine,  he  let  no 
opportunity  slip  by  of  playing  "  the  professor ;  "  and  it  is  but  just 
to  acknowledge  that  we  listened  to  his  dissertations  with  much 
pleasure. 

"  Shell-fish,"  said  he,  "form  one  of  the  most  difficult  branches  of 
natural  history,  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  one  of  the  least  in- 
vestigated. One  ntight  say  that  science  has  recoiled  before  these 
marvels  of  creation,  and  thai,  while  prompt  to  enregister  the  phe- 
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nontenn  which  mre  rerealed  in  the  existence  of  other  organiaed 
beings,  her  scrutinizing  eye  has  lacked  skill  to  sase  the  secret  of 
the  life  which  Bnimstes  the  thick  envelopes  we  call  cof>eJk«*  or 


"  Naturalists  ilintinguish  four  classes  of  shells; — first,  those  of  a 
single  piece,  wliich  are  called  vnivalvee ;  second,  those  which 
consist  of  two  pieces  of  unequal  size,  and  frequently  of  a  differeot 
nature — one  being  Kmooth  and  used  an  an  operculum — these  are 
opercalaleil  sJielh  ;  third,  we  call  those  in  wliich  the  two  pieces  are 
nearly  equal,  bh-ah-es  ;  and  fourth,  those  which  are  formed  by  the 
assemblage  of  several  pieces,  generally  of  different  dimensioDS,  we 
name  mullivalvet. 

"  Shells  liave  been  emjiloyed  liy  different  nations  for  very  diverse 
jiurposi'H. 


■'  Those  wliich  are  known  as  Qiiivea  mimey.  or  r<>ii-rir»,  are  really 
used  for  money  in  Guinea,  and  even  in  the  Onjie  Verde  Isles, 
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Lofttirlo,  Senegal,  Bengnl,  and  wime  of  the  Philippine  lelHrnla.  At 
Bengal  they  are  also  made  into  necklaces,  collars,  hracelets,  and 
other  decorations  lor  the  person.  In  Egypt  and  Africa  the  ladies 
convert  them  into  earrings.  The  Greeks  manufactured  with  them 
R  kind  ot/ani.  The  inhabitantii  of  Tyre  formerly  extracted  from 
the  miirex  *  n  hcautiful  puiple  colonr,  of  which   thov  maite  use  in 


dyeing.  The  Turks  and  Levantines  adorn  with  cowries  the  harness 
of  their  Bleeds,  and  emhellieh  their  vaseR  with  them  in  a  singularly 
skilful  manner.  In  the  island  of  Santa  Marta  shells  are  employed 
to  ornament  the  mats  of  junk  and  palm  with  which  the  walls 
are  covered.  From  the  hurgandine  (?)a  beautiful  mother-of-pearl, 
known  in  commerce  as   hurgandine,   is  extracted  ;    the   lapidaries 


i>Ui  or  the  umii  ipKiiii  in 
"  ArliioUe,  In  till  writing! 
«m  IWD  flHhHiktinff  mollc 
.ccordli^  lo  the  dvKrlptloi 


pnjptA  d7«     Uaojr 


lumbr  the  Tttjui  wv. ....  ....i -. 

( ..._., —  .  jg^Q^uy  living  DD  the  kune  tuHh  «  *>™  |H«»uk  huw. 

upon  thfl  purple.  He  uri  lliat  tliU  ijt  b  Ukm 
■bltlnf  the  hi  which  wuhM  th<  Pfaosnlelu  OMil 
bj  the  csletmtad  Unak  philOKpher,  one  of  the« 
ji  aui  m  T«7  Lugfl  ineiiH  mailjtiDg  of  HTen  ttinu  at  ths  iplrkl,  itDdded  witfa 
,  ud  lermlnttlng  Id  ■  itTonf  b»k  ;  tbn  othn  hid  t  thell  much  •DulleT.  Artitotlr 
t  ths  lut  ultoal  bwxiiiwm.  It  b  tbonfht  that  (he  lut  ipMslu  li  Tsuifuluil  Id  tlie 
ra  ei]riUw,  which  tbonodi  In  the  chkanrL     KAnrnnr  ud  I>nhune[ 


M  qiBslei,  whieh  ther  ippllad  \t 
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JlorQCETS  OF  »HELLa 


i>iii'ru-<t  it  nitli  Kiilil.  aii'l  fssliioii  it  into  rery  ilclicate  jewels.    From 
till-  eniiirr  Htf  mndi-  tlio-u' Nruljitureil  ornaiiieutH called  cameoa.   The 

(ii'iirl  iivHlfr  yiolil [  the  nuiKt  IxMutifnl  of  Kerns,  which  inriw 

Kiiil  luKtri-  nliDiisl  rivol  llie  clinmnnii.     Imlmtrinm  penmns  contrire 
ti>  niTnii|{t-  v(-TV  u'i'<i''<'l'<i)  1hiiii|iii'I«  nf  HhellH.  which  are  frequently 


iiminfTeil  miil  s<>l<r(i>'l  with  ri  iiiiich  Kkill.  nml  \vllli  Huoh  mteutiur 
to  o  just  conihiiiiitiiiii  uf  (■■ilniiis.  ns  c'riiii]ili'tt'ly  t.i  ileccive  the  eye. 


tliMl(r»1iIr<d  thritri 
ipcclei  Indluteil  l>y  A 


lyp.     Tt.OfTfnin  mar. 
ir]jr.-liiclionutlhe|> 


I.    llvci 


1   kl<lD(; 


t  bopn  Ih*  Out 


HltllfOBIldOBlh'loWR 

k  HTt  Of  ruclh  m  ma\  Imnil.    Thr  i»louTln|!  inittcr.  u  it  tt  filmctal  fmn  ttaciniuiaL 
lirelloirtih:  cipoMiJ  toilu:  Ituht,  it  Iwmmo  imMi-n  follow.  thrnRntD.  Bnillr  Ukiiv  ■ 

U  diuniEkfleil.  wliirli  Mronirly  nmiiiili  nne  of  Ihst  of  auKfojtiiU.    ThM  poTtion  tiT  the 

tb4t  tlDt  it  b*«oniM  Iniolntiie.    Tbr  feppeuuicc  of  tlit  colour  wwiiu  provnkrrt  nitbvr  by 

n>1<niT.  Id  iliori,  in  ]iro]>ar(IOD  to  tlia  pniirer  of  the  lun'i  n)'i- 

"itliiqucitlDn.  liow  fulliecoloiirevolrdliinati'UioolU'rsriRiaiiiiiiiidfliblc  It 
la  known  thu  the  cuniHrj'  it  the  caw  *<tb  the  coloorlng  mutiir  i>t  tin  caeblnnl  tnuet. 
which  chiRfei  tccj  quIcUy  when  eipoieil  tu  the  nin.     It  Ii  ynAmXAj  (he  rriDiriHbi* 


lentcd  Ifaeir  Biunlei " 


1  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENT. 


"  Among  the  Romans,  the  shells  named  huccinum  served  for  iiiili- 
tary  trumpets;  they  were  the  wiiiie  kind  as  those  which  the  Dutch 
ncwenll  trumpet-shells,  llie  savnges,  who  ore  aiiviiys  partial  to  Jaiiuo 


and  uiuttic,  join  together  the  loitne,  the  buecinum,  the  porcelain, 
and  the  caisii,  and  work  them  up  into  a  kind  or  lyre,  which,  when 
exposed  to  a  current  of  air,  produces  a  melody  sufficient  to  regulate 
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ilicii'  iiiiivt'iiK'iits  ill  (lancing.  In  tH>mti  countries  the  inbabibmb 
iiinko  ilrinkiii;;  tniiK  out  uf  the  hIiuIIm  of  the  nautili.  In  tlu 
iiiii^ii'iit  piliiii'iil  asiiciubiagcs  shcllii  wuro  used  instead  of  voting 
[Ntlicrs.  The  bw  uf  otttrocism  dtirivol  iU  name  from  a  Qreek  word 
siifiiifyiuK  '  oystiT '  or  'Mhell.'  Thin  law,  as  everybody  knom. 
wan  cstuliliNlicil  at  Athcus,  in  cinlcr  to  permit  of  the  baniahmeat 
tor  lun  yiuirs  of  thuxe  citizcnx  wliuui  tlicir  great  wealth  or  too  ex- 
tensive inlluencrK  n.'nilere<l  oliji'cts  of  suRpieion  to  the  people.  In 
CnrHica  rIuHa  uru  tvovcn  uut  uf  the  silk  uf  the  bymu,  the  beard  oi 
ilio  iiinssi'].  It  is  pretemleil  that  in  China,  in  the  province  ol 
Kiuin-FI,  sheila,  afti'r  having  been  for  u  certain  time  interred  in  the 
earth,  are  workeil  up  in  the  porcelain  paste;  in  the  ikIo  of  Ciana  they 
lire  liiiriit  for  Unit-.  In  KiigUind  they  are  used  fur  blanching  wax, 
nnd  (list),  iw  in  Simlinia  anil  Sicily,  for  manuring  the  ground.  Of 
M'vi'i'al  kijiitsof  niulhisiii  thellesh  Ik  eaten;  notably,  nmsKeU,  oysters, 
I'dckli's,  ivlii'Iks,  pcHninkh's.  The  Runinns  of  the  later  empire, 
\v!ii»  were  exci-llent  jmlges  in  gaKironomical  inntterB,  ahvayis  ad- 
mitted them  into  ihi'ir  bills  of  fare.  One  of  their  writers  has  even 
been  at  (he  jiains  tn  [Oaee  on  record  a  description  of  the  manner  in 
whieh  they  tiittencd  ihcir  favonrite  sbcll-fish,  so  as  to  reiulcr  them 
■ei-ablc  to  the  taste." 


fKANWHiLE  tlie  eaith  had  drieti  up;  the 
wide  nhects  of  water  recently  covering  it 
had  disappeared ;  and  we  resumed  oui 
UBual  excursions  to  all  the  points  of  om 
We  revisited  Falcon's  Nest 
and  its  giant  trees,  our  kitchen -garden, 
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the  rocky  corner  which  served  as  a  forcing-house ;  every  place,  in 
a  word,  where  our  industry  had  left  some  traces  of  our  residence. 

One  evening,  when  we  had  returned  from  Falcon's  Nest  more 
fatigued  than  usual,  the  heat  having  been  excessive,  my  wife  offered 
us,  on  OUT  arrival,  a  great  dish  full  of  a  kind  of  transparent  jelly, 
most  delicious  in  taste  and  odour  :  it  was  a  mixture  of  sweetness, 
aromatic  flavour,  and  an  agreeable  acidity ;  and  after  having  eaten 
a  few  spoonfuls,  we  felt  ourselves  immediately  restored  and  re- 
freshed. Whether  from  the  keenness  of  our  appetite,  or  the  real 
excellence  of  the  new  dish,  we  were  induced  to  declare  unani- 
mously that  we  had  never  eaten  anything  so  really  delicious.  We 
exhausted  ourselves  in  conjecturing  its  nature ;  my  wife  laughed, 
and  said  nothing. 

"  It  is  ambrosia,"  said  Professor  Ernest. 

"  It  is — it  is — "  said  Ernest,  and  stopped  short,  scratching  his 
head. 

"  It  is — it  is,  gentlemen,"  replied  their  mother,  smiling,  "  the 
residuum  of  the  marine  plant  which  I  collected  on  our  voyage  to 
Shark  Island,  and  afterwards  locked  away;  that  plant,  you  know, 
to  which  at  first  you  gave  so  indifferent  a  reception." 

"  Can  it  be  true  ?  "  I  answered,  with  admiration.  "  How  did 
you  recognize,  how  did  you  know  the  plant  ?  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  met  with  its  name  in  any  of  my  books." 

"  Acknowledge,  then,  your  inferiority!"  rejoined  my  wife,  with 
all  the  authority  her  valuable  discovery  necessarily  gave  her. 
"  We  poor  women  appear  to  you,  lords  of  the  creation !  fit  only  to 
sew  shirts,  and  cook,  and  brew ;  and  you  are  hugely  astonished 
when  they  happen  to  suggest  some  just  or  felicitous  idea  which 
your  science  would  have  passed  by  indifferently.  Ah,  my  learned 
friends,  your  knowledge  is  for  once  at  fault !  Here  is  a  discovery 
worth  half-a-dozen  of  some  of  your  discoveries,  and  made  by  a 
woman — a  poor  woman  !  " 

"  Ah,  it  is  true;  we  are  conquered,  and  we  humble  ourselves 
before  our  conqueror.  But  what,"  said  I,  "  gave  you  the  idea  of 
extracting  from  this  marine  plant  a  jelly  so  delicious?" 

'^  At  first,  I  had  no  conception  of  it,  I  must  own,  but  I  was 
assisted  by  the  inspiration  of  memory.     The  Dutch  lady  who  was 


VISIT  TO  SBAKK  ISLAND. 

1  boanl  our  uiifortniiatfl  vewel,    and    who  had 

I  Cape  Colony,  ouce  told  me  tb*t  tfa«  in- 

11!  Ht;a-Hhore  h  apecies  of  weed  («Iga),  whidi 

the  9Un.     They  cooked  i1 

capital  jelly.     Instead 

;  and  instead  ot  ntTou, 

ind  a  few  dropi 

iive  Kuci-ecded  tolerably  well, 

ucl  favo      with  you." 

anagerevj  for  tliitt  new  proof  of  her 
pa  i    )  er    all    due    honour ;    for    to 


wo  hnd  made  there.  They 
I  vigorously,  and  we  found 
a  young  trees  already  several  feet 
uL)ove  the  ground.  Our  rubbits  had  also 
proi^pcreii : 
astoiuHlied 

to  the  Hufety  (if  our  plantuliuim. 

These  marine  hurbK  had,  I  found, 
odour  of  violet.  I  perceived  they 
niy  wife  had  diiicovered,  but  I  thought  I  reeu^iized  in  them  the 
/neiif  sacchnrinm  from  which  the  inhabitatita  of  Iceland  extract 
their  sugar.    Our  rahbita,  indeed,  could  not  but  wax  fat  on  m>  a^ea- 


laodly   h 

1(1  iiiirea 

mA  t 

u  an  extent  nhiuh  really 

lid  H-u  sa 

K  thciLi 

n   th 

distance  nibbling  among 

!  Heu-nho 

e,  ft  t'irL- 

niKia 

ii'u  which  reaxKured  u-i  oi 

cchurine  Inste  and  alight 
nut  idcnlicul  with  those 
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able  a  nourishment.  However,  as  at  our  approach  these  little 
animals  had  taken  refuge  among  the  rocks,  we  resolved,  in  order 
to  place  them  at  our  disposal,  to  construct  a  warren — that  is,  an 
enclosure  shut  in  with  stones  and  thorns,  into  which  they  could 
be  driven. 

We  also  made  a  descent  upon  Whale  Island.  The  plantations 
which  we  had  made  there  had  perfectly  succeeded.  Thus  every- 
thing prospered  around  us ;  our  maritime  possessions,  no  less  than 
our  territories  on  the  mainland,  offered  the  most  delightful  spectacle 
to  the  eyes  of  landowners :  abundance,  wealth,  and  a  thriving 
vegetation,  the  sure  promise  of  a  happy  harvest.  We  halted  an 
instant  to  survey,  from  the  summit  of  the  rock  which  bordered 
the  islet,  this  earth  so  well  prepared ;  the  thought  of  the  treasures 
it  was  maturing  for  us  led  us  to  raise  our  hearts  in  thanksgiving 
towards  God,  and  we  blessed  His  holy  name  with  a  profound  senti- 
ment of  gratitude  for  the  mercy  He  had  extended  towards  us.  Wc 
then  returned  to  the  shore,  whither  we  were  recalled  by  the 
labours  of  the  season. 

One  day  while  I  was  busy  in  the  interior  of  our  grotto,  three  of 
my  sons  disappeared  without  a  word  ;  they  carried  with  them  their 
provisions,  arms,  and  traps.  From  their  taking  the  traps  I  readily 
guessed  the  object  of  their  expedition ;  it  was  a  rat-hunt,  and  my 
merry  lads  had  set  out  simply  to  procure  the  materials  necessary 
for  a  new  hat  manufacture.  I  wished  them  a  pleasant  journey 
and  good  luck,  and  troubled  myself  no  more  about  the  matter. 

Ernest,  always  a  stay-at-home,  had  not  made  one  of  the  party ; 
he  remained  shut  up  in  his  library,  while  his  mother  was  engaged 
in  her  customary  household  cares.  I  resolved  to  imitate  my  three 
young  adventurers,  and  to  set  forth  on  a  solitary  excursion.  I 
was  in  want  of  some  heavy  pieces  of  wood  for  crushing  the  com  we 
expected  to  gather  at  harvest  time ;  but  I  did  not  wish  to  fell  any 
timber  near  our  house,  lest  we  should  expose  it  to  the  winds.  More- 
over, I  should  have  been  sorry  to  cut  down  a  single  one  of  those  trees 
which  formed  so  beautiful  an  addition  to  the  landscape.  I  went 
straight  to  the  stable,  but  all  our  steeds  had  disappeared  except 
the  buffalo,  with  which  I  was  forced  to  be  content.  I  harnessed 
it  to  the  sledge,  and  we  started  in  the  direction  of  the  Jackal 

31 


182  A  SCENK  (JF  UEVASTATION. 

liver.  I  trx-ik  will)  me  Fulb  anil  Braun;  the  faithfal  Juno  n- 
triiiiii(!'1  by  the  kIiI'!  rif  KrutMt  and  hor  niiKtrem ;  an  for  Turk,  ha 
Iiail  M>l  mil  iti  till'  iiioniiup:,  along  with  his  young  muten. 

Ill  K-iiUfi  tiiwunlM  the  brook,  it  was  my  intentioii  to  visit  en 
n»it':  iinr  [>liintationsor  manioc  aud  potatoes,  which  Btxetcbed along 
its  further  liatik.  I  hail  not  oocn,  for  four  months,  this  gronnd 
vvliich  wc  hail  en  cnrt>rul1y  prepared,  and  I  woa  curious  to  judge 
of  the  action  of  (lie  rains  upon  it.  I  expected  to  find  an  abundant 
Rrowtli,  and  the  nioHt  roiliant  anticipations  of  the  future  harvnt. 
Itiit  what  iverc  my  KurpriKC  and  regret  to  find  the  plantation  com- 
pU'ti'ly  riivn^cit !  Tiic  steniH  and  leaves  which  had  risen  abore 
the  eiirth  lind  I'cl'u  broken  and  crushed  under  foot ;  the  roots 
were  snatteriil  ulmut  the  ground ;  in  a  word,  thu  scene  was  one  of 
tlie  coinpk'tfst  di'Koliition  iinnginable,  instead  of  the  Hpectacle  of 
siiiiliiig  fili'nty  I  huil  JninKeil  to  myself.  At  firtt  I  thought  my 
turns  mifrhl,  liy  direi'tinu  of  their  mother,  have  been  gathering  in 
the  croiis;  but  I  wns  not  long  able  to  chcriHh  bo  consolatory  an 
^  idea.    From  the  foot-marks  dis- 

ifriiiblo    I    became    convinced 
, '■^(-^^';''  that  the  work  of  mischief  had 

been  wrought  by  some  rooting 
ami  grubbing  animals  The 
problem,  therefore,  reduced  it 
helf  to  tbt-i,  were  the  authors 
of  the  ravage  wild  boars  or  ths 
olTvpring  of  our  own  sow,  whose 
uusotiable  dispo-ition  still  ke[»t 
lur  npnrt  fiom  our  community? 
Wliulieier  they  might  l>e,  I 
iiirBdl  tliein  from  my  heart 
What,  said  I— with  feolingK  of 
discouragement — among  all  the 
richei,  nhicli  a  benehcent  nature 
has  accumul'ited  on  this  coast, 
uiuftt  these  wicked  animalM 
choo-o  priLi-ilj  tliohc  which  liaie  cost  lis  w>  much  toil  and  on 
which  111!  our  hojics  repoKCil? 
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Meanwhile,  my  two  companions,  Folb  and  Brann,  who  under- 
stood nothing  at  all  of  the  philosophical  reverie  in  which  I  was 
plunged,  started  in  quest  of  the  spoilers,  and  were  not  long  before 
they  drove  into  my  presence  a  whole  herd,  at  whose  head  I  recog- 
nized our  old  sow,  grunting  forth  her  dissatisfaction.  I  was  so 
irritated  by  the  scene  of  ravage  before  my  eyes,  that,  by  an  almost 
instinctive  movement,  I  raised  my  gun,  and  with  a  single  charge 
brought  down  a  couple  of  young  pigs,  which  paid  the  penalty  of 
the  general  transgression.     The  others  immediately  took  to  flight. 

I  called  back  my  dogs,  who  had  departed  in  pursuit,  and  kept 
them  by  my  side,  abandoning  to  their  jaws  the  heads  of  the  two 
victims.  Decapitation  had  seemed  to  me  the  simplest  and  most 
expeditious  method  of  bleeding  them.  Then  I  placed  the  carcasses 
on  the  sledge,  and  set  to  work  to  mark  the  trees  best  suited  to  my 
need ;  after  which  I  returned  to  Tent- Town,  much  less  delighted 
with  my  sport  than  saddened  by  the  devastation  which  had  led 
to  it. 

The  labour  which  man  undertakes  to  gain  a  certain  object  is 
nothing  in  comparison  with  the  grief  he  feels  on  seeing  himself 
deprived  of  the  fruit  of  his  toil.  I  was  in  the  position  of  the 
farmer  who  has  spent  whole  months  in  ploughing  and  seeding 
his  ground,  and  whom  a  sudden  storm  deprives  of  all  his  hoped- 
for  reward. 

I  described  to  my  wife  the  scene  of  ravage  I  had  visited ;  it 
deeply  afflicted  her,  and  she  could  scarcely  bear  to  look  at  the 
two  young  pigs  I  had  brought  home.  At  length,  however,  I 
induced  her  to  regard  them  as  a  capture  of  some  value,  and  to 
transport  them  to  her  kitchen  to  undergo  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions before  figuring  at  table.  Ernest  assisted  his  mother,  and 
they  promised  to  have  the  smaller  one  ready  for  our  evening  re- 
past. The  loin  was  placed  on  the  spit,  and  a  dish  of  potatoes 
placed  underneath  received  the  succulent  gravy  escaping  from  it. 

Towards  evening,  and  just  as  we  began  to  feel  some  anxiety 
respecting  the  absence  of  our  travellers,  Rudly  made  his  appear- 
ance in  the  distance.  He  soon  arrived  on  his  ostrich,  galloping 
along  at  a  tremendous  speed,  which  his  two  brothers  were  wholly 
unable  to  imitate.     Moreover,  he  was  entirely  free  from  burthens ; 
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r<ir  lie  prctondcil  that  liis  steod  won  not  adapted  to  roccirc 
other  luiid  llinii  the  cavalier  ttho  bore  upon  her  bock.  Frita 
FreiU'rick  oach  carried  on  their  crupper  a  bag  well  filled  i 
^ainc;  iti  a  word,  tlic  whole  result  of  their  day's  aport,  which 
been  very  forlunato,  for  they  brought  back  with  them  four  of 
nniualB  we  had  chrii^lened  "the  hilled  beast,"  twenty  undata 
an  a]ie,  o  kiingaroo,  and  two  new  varieties  of  musk-animals  wl 
Ihcy  hatlcncDunlered  in  tlio  marKbefl.  One  wan  the  mu»i-bea 
ilitfcring  from  the  ondatara  only  in  its  snout,  which  is  elonga 
into  a  trunk  ;  the  other  I  took  to  be  the  tnlai/  of  BufTon. 

Fritz  also  deposited  at  our  feet  a  bundle  of  a  kind  of  this 
with  curvcil  prickles — the  teazel — which  we  saw  would  be  eice 
insly  useful  to  us  in  working  the  hair  of  our  felt  and  woollen  stn 
Meanwhile,  each  was  burning  to  relate  the  details  of  his  expt 
tion  ;  but,  according  to  his  ciuilom,  Hudly  commenced. 


I    tlefistplae     crel 
1  onour  to  ny  long  1  f,ged  !  t 
n  ay  we  say  of  her  tl  at  si 
as  sn  ftly  as  the  te    jest 
rap  dity  tl  at  most  of  the  t  i 
and  t  s  w  th  tl  e  greatest   1  IB  ulty  I  contrive  to  breathe. 
pnnc  pal  tl  ng    o  v  requ  rod  to  make     y  horuenianship  secure 
comfortable    s  a  n  ask  wit!    glass  ejel  olea.     You  will  niakc 
for  me,  will  you  not,  my  father?     I  must  have  one." 


r  all  honour  to  my  stee 
■  to  the  hippogriff !  just 
t  as  the  wind,  and  ru 
s  me  onward  with  su 
compelled  to  close  my  ey 
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"All,  sir  cavalier.  I  am  very,  very  sorry,  but  I  will  not  make 
you  a  mask." 

"  And  why  not  ?  " 

"  For  two  reasons :  the  £rst  is,  that  instead  of  soliciting  it  you 
command  it,  and  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  in  addressing  your 
father,  *  I  must '  is  never  an  appropriate  phrase.  The  second  is, 
that  instead  of  having  recourse  to  the  industry  of  others  you  should 
learn  to  depend  upon  yourself.  When  a  man  does  not  work  out 
anything  which  is  within  reach  of  his  strength,  he  should  be 
censured  for  his  idleness.  Consequently,  if  you  want  a  mask,  you 
must  make  it  for  yourself." 

**  You  are  right,  my  good  father,"  replied  Rudly,  stretching  out 
his  hand ;  *'  pardon  my  rudeness,  I  beg  of  you ;  I  will  use  every 
effort  to  correct  myself." 

"  That  is  well,"  rejoined  Frederick ;  "  every  one  for  himself. 
And  this  very  principle  we  have  been  putting  in  practice  since  the 
morning ;  we  called  upon  no  one  to  prepare  a  dinner  for  us  in  the 
midst  of  the  desert.  But,  dear  father,*  what  say  you  to  the  multi- 
tude of  skins  we  have  brought  you  home  ?  " 

"  I  receive  them  with  all  the  favour  they  deserve ;  but  I  could 
have  wished  my  young  huntsmen  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
gain  them  by  an  escapade,  leaving  their  parents  in  a  state  of  keen 
anxiety,  as  they  did  do,  and — " 

"  Well,  now,"  cried  Frederick,  "  that  is  also  true ;  and  we  re- 
membered it  when  we  were  about  three  miles  away  from  home ; 
but,  I  assure  you,  it  shall  not  happen  again." 

The  frankness  of  this  confession  disarmed  my  anger,  and  I  re- 
proached myself  for  prolonging  the  uneasiness  from  which  I  saw 
my  good  boys  suffered.  I  hastened  to  divert  the  conversation  into  a 
different  channel,  by  requesting  them  to  release  their  steeds  from 
their  harness  and  the  loads  under  which  they  staggered 

While  they  were  thus  occupied,  and  were  installing  the  patient 
animals  in  their  stables,  where  racks  full  of  fresh  fodder  awaited 
them,  our  good  mother  bethought  herself  of  her  young  cavaliers, 
gave  the  roast  a  last  turn,  and  we  were  all  soon  seated  around  the 
table. 

"  r  faith,"  said  Fritz,  delightfully  inhaling  the  fragrance  which 


1  llie  succulent  pork,  "  bere  is  a  banquet  wLith  appeals  to 
UK  at  Ivast  ss  ))lcanant]y  as  the  barbftrian  dinner  we  have  bo  often 
Mt  down  to  I  And  I  mu^t  here  acknowledge  that  I  am  oonsdouB  of 
pogseasing  little  taste  for  the  nomadic  life  and  its  bills  of  &re,  in 
which  frugality  is  at  once  the  virtue  of  the  guest  and  the  Beuoning 
of  the  Yiands." 

"A  miraclol"  cried  the  good  mother,  laughing;  "I  am  «- 
chanted  at  having  divined  the  tastes  of  my  little  Frits." 

And  then  she  seized  the  opportunity  to  indicate,  with  oomio 
erophaxis,  tlio  various  treasures  under  which  the  table  Utanllj 
groaned.  By  the  side  of  the  young  sucking-pig  was  a  bowl  of 
the  freHlicst  satail  ever  seen,  and  facing  it,  a  large  basin  of  that 
cTcclknt  Hottentot  jelly  we  had  so  keenly  relished  on  our  last 
journey  to  Falcon's  Ncit.  For  dessert  we  had  difTerent  kinds  of 
fruitH,  a  kind  of  fritter  of  guava  apples  fried  in  butter,  and  soma 
sticks  of  cinnamon  prejiarcd  in  a  syrup  of  sugar ;  a  bottle  of  Cape 
wine  and  another  of  hyilroiiicl  completed  our  luxurious  repast, 
which,  far  from  liavinj;  a  savage  character,  slione  with  all  the  deli- 
cacies of  civilization. 

During  the  nioal  each  one  related  liis  adventures.  Frederick 
described  to  us  their  entrance  into  the  valley  of  the  marsh,  their 
attack  upon  the  ondittaras,  and  their  ensnaring  the  proboscidean 
beavers  with  the  bait  of  a  little  fish  to  which  those  animals  are 
very  partial.  "  Finally,"  added  he,  "  it  was  owing  to  this  circum- 
stance that  the  '  billed  beasts '  fell  into  a  trap  which  was  never 
intended  for  them.  Afterwards  we  fished  on  our  own  account,  and 
gave  variety  to  out  dinner  by  a  dish  of  ginsiug  cooked  among  the 

"Ah,  that  was  very  fine,  truly  I"  cried  Rudly,  always  somewhat 
of  a  boaster;  "fish  and  ratal  rats  and  fish!  .W^y  courser  hunts 
far  nobler  game,  and  to  him  we  owe  this  handsome  kangaroo — a 
prey  fit  for  a  king." 

"  Yes,"  added  Fritz,  "  and  a  prey  much  easier  to  catdi,  since  it 
tranquilly  awaits  the  approach  of  the  hunter,  browsing  among  the 
GwccI  grass;  and  moreover,  as  yet  has  not  learned  to  fly  at  the 
smell  of  gunpowder." 

'■For  my  part,"  answered  Frederick,   "I  bring  l-ack  only  a 
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plant,  but  periiaps  k  is  worth  more  than  a  kangaroo.  Rcinaik,  I 
beg  of  you,  tJie  arrangement  anU  UiBpoBition  of  these  spikes ;  ob- 
serve how  their  points  are  bent  back  upon  tliemselves,  like  Iiooks ; 
will  they  not  furniah  ua  with  excellent  inetrumcnts  in  the  fabri- 
cation of  our  hats,  to  comb  and  smooth  out  the  hair?" 

"  Oh,  no  nonaenae  about  your  thistles,"  replied  Rudly,  "  my 


game  is  worth  far  more  than  they  are  I     Aud  it  is  to  my  bi-ove 
jackal  we  owe  the  prize." 

We  had  thus  before  ns  all  the  results  of  our  adventureni'  expe- 
dition. The  rats  received  but  little  attention ;  we  knew  them  too 
well  to  spend  much  time  in  examining  thorn.  The  castor  mns- 
clialus   had    the    hommr  of  a  much  closer  inspection ;    but  the 


488  THE  KANQAROO  DESCRIBED. 

kangaroo  wan,  before  all,  the  object  of  Master  Ernest's  q>ecial 
study.  It  u-aa  ooly  the  seixind  aninud  of  hia  kind  w«  had  aeen 
since  our  ship  wreck. 

"  The  kangaroo,"  he  informed  us,  "  is  one  of  the  most  oariona 
animalB  of  tlje  AuHtraliaa  mainland.  He  is  sometimes  nine  feet  in 
length  from  the  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  and 
oocnsionally  weighs  as  much  as  fifty  pounds.  His  hair  is  short  and 
soft,  and  of  a  reddish  gray,  which  is  lifter  on  the  sides  uid  under 
the  belly.  He  has  a  small  elongated  head,  large  straight  ears,  and  a 
nose  furnished  nith  moustaches ;  his  neck  and  shouldem  are  small ; 
he  increases  graJually  in  size  towards  the  haunches  and  tower 
[wrt  of  the  belly.  The  tore-legs  of  the  largest  kangaroos  do  not 
excec<l  eighteen  inches  in  length.  The  animal  makes  use  of  theni 
in  excavating  liis  burrow,  am)  in  carrying  his  food  to  hia  month. 
He  moves  entirely  on  his  hind-limbs,  making  extraordinary  jumps 
of  from  seven  to  eight  feet  in  height.  Each  foot  is  divided  into 
three  toes,  of  which  the  middle  one  considerably  exceeds  the  others 
in  Icnglh  and  strength.  The  interior  is  of  a  remarkable  structure. 
On  examining  it  closely,  you  find  that  it  is  really  divided  in  the 
middle,  and  even  ncross  the  great  toe,  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
appear  to  have  been  separated  by  a  cutting  instrument. 

"  The  kangaroo's  tail  is  long,  thick  at  the  base,  and  terminates 
in  a  point.  He  makes  use  of  it  as  a  defensive  weapon,  and  deals 
with  it  such  tremendous  blowa  tjiat  they  will  break  a  man's  leg." 

Each  of  our  yomig  adventurers  had,  meanwhile,  a  thousand 
details  to  relate  to  us ;  even  our  little  Fritz,  who,  novice  as  he 
wag,  would  fuin  have  persuaded  us  that  his  debut  had  been  dis- 
tinguished by  marvels  of  prowiiss.  I  allowed  them  all  to  expatiate 
unchecked,  and  set  myself  to  examine  the  products  of  their  day's 
chose,  and  to  calculate  what  advantage  we  might  derive  from 
them.  Frederick's  thistle,  which  I  recognized  as  the  fuller's 
(cazel,  I  considered  a  valuable  acquisition  ;  it  was  one  implement 
the  more  added  to  our  industrial  resources.  My  young  people 
had  also  taken  care  to  cut  some  shoots  of  cinnamon  end  sweet 
apples,  which  our  manageress  received  with  marked  satisfaction, 
and  on  the  following  morniug  formally  planted  in  the  kitchen- 
garden. 
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I  was  much  pleased  with  this  inBtance  of  forethonght,  and  re- 
joiced  that  some  considerationB  of  the  morrow  had  already  entered 
their  youthful  bntiuB  and 
inspired  them  with  acts  of  J 
prudence  beyond  their  age 

We  had  afterwards  to  dis 
cum  the  easiest  and  most 
expeditious  method  of  skin 
nmg  the  kangaroo  and  for 
this  purpose  I  invented  a 
mathiiie  nhich  at  first  ex 
cited    the   laughter  of    my 

We  had  found  on  bosnl 
the  wreck,  among  the  sur- 
gical instruments,  a  laige 
syringe.  This  I  took,  and 
in  the  sides  of  the  tube  fitteil 
a  couple  of  valves  destined 
to  discharge  the  functions  of 
a  pneumatic  machine;  and, 
without  saying  a  word  to  my 
sons,  who  had  watched  my 
operations  with  comical  aS' 
tonishment,  I  ordered  them 
to  fasten  the  kangaroo  by 
his  bind-li^  to  the  branches  of  a  tree,  so  that  his  chest  should 
be  about  on  a  level  with  my  own.  When  the  animal  was  properly 
hoisted,  I  made  a  small  incision  in  hb  skin,  and  courageously 
armed  myself  with  my  syringe. 

Here  the  gravity  of  my  sons  utterly  gave  way,  and  they  dis- 
charged at  the  instrument  a  rolling  lire  of  quips  and  jokes  such 
as  it  is  very  frequently  the  object  of. 

Alt  this  time,  however,  I  carefully  preserved  iny  usual  serious- 

"  Wait  a  moment,"  said  I  to  the  young  jesters,  "  and  you  shall 
judge  my  work  from  its  results." 


PuLLUL'a  Tkuu.  lIKpHciuyhUMml 
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So  speaking,  I  fitttil  the  tube  to  tlie  opening  I  had  oiule  in  tlie 
Kkiii,  aiu)  be^^un  to  sot  tlie  instrument  in  motion.  Orailunlly  the 
liiilc  of  tlie  uniniiil  cx]Min<liit,  and  in  a  few  moment!  tbe  Icangsroo 

waH  a  tthupelesM  mass. 


"  An<!  tiow  to  woik  ! "  I  cricil  to 
(liis  swollen  vessel,  or  UsuW 
the  likin,  for  the  upernlixii  is 


nstomiileil  liiiU',  "filrikc 
h  your  stiiks.  an.I  then  strip  off 
than  half  eomplctLiI." 
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And,  in  fact,  one  incision  along  the  whole  length  of  the  belly 
proved  sufficient ;  a  few  trials,  and  the  skin  was  easily  removed. 

**  Well,  my  young  joker,"  said  I  to  Rudly,  "do  you  now  com- 
prehend the  efficacy  of  the  process?" 

"  I  see  the  miracle,"  answered  he ;  "  but  do  not  understand  its 
cause." 

"Listen,  then.  You  must  know  that  the  skin  of  animals  is 
only  attached  to  their  flesh  by  a  combination  of  exceedingly 
slender  and  delicate  fibres  and  vesicles.  These  fibres  are  of  a  very 
elastic  character ;  but  they  will  not  distend  beyond  certain  limits 
without  breaking,  and  thus  severing  the  bonds  which  unite  the 
skin  and  the  flesh.  This  has  been  precisely  the  action  of  my 
syringe  on  the  kangaroo.  By  insinuating  between  skin  and  flesh 
a  certain  volume  of  air,  I  just  raised  the  skin,  then  distended  it, 
and,  finally,  broke  the  fibres  and  vesicles ;  hence  the  facility  with 
which  the  animal  was  flayed." 

"  Oh,  truly,"  replied  Rudly,  "  one  ought  to  be  almost  a  magician 
to  work  these  wonders  I " 

"  Not  at  all ;  one  need  only  exercise  his  reason  and  memory. 
What  I  have  just  done  every  village  butcher  can  do,  and  much 
more  successfully  and  more  skilfully  than  I." 

We  now  undertook  and  carried  out  a  variety  of  domestic  work 
intended  to  surround  our  modest  and  peaceable  existence  with  all 
the  conveniences  of  a  life  of  ease  and  comfort.  Were  we  in  want 
of  any  new  implement?  Straightway  I  set  to  work;  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  spoiled  pieces  of  wood  and  iron,  which  I 
considered  the  usual  penalty  of  an  apprenticeship,  our  attempts 
in  general  met  with  tolerable  success. 

One  day  I  bethought  myself  of  selecting,  in  the  whale's  carcass, 
from  the  white  and  solid  bones  which  composed  the  monster's 
spine,  some  mortars  for  grinding  our  grain.  I  found  six,  and 
planted  them  as  firmly  as  possible  on  great  blocks  of  wood  which 
I  transported  into  the  kitchen.  My  wife  handselled  them  with 
the  product  of  our  rice  crop.  Her  sons  assisted ;  and  it  was  not  a 
spectacle  without  interest  to  see  this  careful  housekeeper  teaching 
her  children  how  to  provide  against  the  necessities  of  a  bad  season. 
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Ilie  mortars,  it  in  true,  di<i  not  work  very  quickly;    bnt  tl 

nriHH-rrcil  ti'lt-niiily  well,  and  that  Enfliced.     It  WM  for  onraeli 

I    I)    I  nioreoTor,  that  we  toiled;  w«  had  not  to  sati 

I   j  j  it  '  I  any  exigency ;  we  had  not  to  endure  the  a 

I      ';  '  '  I  J  tuniely  of  any  tyrannical  master  living  on  1 

I      !  !     If/  ]irofitH  or  our  labour;   we  had  do  market 

i  I  I '  li  I  jiroviile  for;  and,  conseqnently,  we  could  beiit 

on  our  domestic  occupations  all  tlie  time  tl 

waa  requinito  (or  their  proper  performance. 

Our  mnorfowl  ami  the  ostrich  waited  ateii 
ou-sly  ujion  the  hoys  while  they  were  occupi 
in  pouniliiig  the  rice,  and  not  a  ^ain  eacaf 
from  the  mortars  but  it  was  immediately  aw 
lijweil  up  by  one  of  these  aborigines.  T 
ihstrich  cRpccialiy,  from  the  height  of  his  lo 
li'jifs,  ptrotcliing  forth  his  flexible  neck  and  pit 
ing  up  the  rice  among  the  fowls,  was,  indo 
the  most  original  spectacle  conceivable,  and  tni 
pii.'turesi|ue.  Thux  life  and  movement  teem 
jljl  j  ,  around  us ;  our  dumcstic  animals,  which  dai 
grow  more  fame,  and  tlie  activity  of  my  soi 
all  combined  to  give  to  the  residence  of  Tei 
I  'kU !  1  town  the  appearance  of  n  pi'osperoua  and  abn 
dunt  farm. 

Meanwhile,  I  had  not  failed  to  perceive  th 
the  Imrley  we  had  sown  before  the  winter  hi 
arrived  at  maturity.  It  was  not  five  mont 
since  we  had  entrusted  it  to  the  ground :  tl 
precocity  filled  uh  with  joy,  for  it  gave  us  C 
certainty  of  two  harvesU  every  year. 

We  found  ourselves  thus  with  all  the  labou 
of  the  colony  on  our  omia :  the  herring  shot 
would  Koon  bo  on  the  coaat ;  the  sea-dogs'  cha 
fl«KL.T(H„rJ.««.j.  ,^.„„],i  f„i|o„  immediately;  while,  on  the  oth 
hand,  my  good  Elizabeth  bewailed  in  a  most  lamentable  faahii 
the  manifolil  cares  which  would  suececil  the  curing  and  saltii 
buxIncKS ;    there  was  the  manioc  to  be  gathered ;    the  potato 
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would  have  to  be  dug  up,  sorted,  and  packed  away; — in  fact,  a 
thousand  things  would  require  attention,  and  the  year  was  not 
long  enough  for  all. 

I  quieted  my  good  housewife  as  best  I  could;  I  assured  her 
that  the  manioc,  when  ripe,  might  remain  in  the  ground  uninjured; 
and  as  for  the  potatoes,  I  told  her  we  need  not  fear  any  damage 
to  them  in  warm  and  sandy  soils,  where  they  would  never  throw 
out  those  tubers  and  excrescences  which  are  the  terror  of  our 
European  farmers. 

I  decided  that  we  would  begin  our  agricultural  labours  with  the 
com,  which  I  esteemed  the  most  precious  of  our  resources ;  but  as 
it  was  important  to  complete  the  harvest  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  and  needful  to  proportion  the  fatigue  it  would  entail  upon 
us  to  the  relative  strength  of  my  workmen,  I  resolved,  in  gather- 
ing the  harvest,  to  pursue  the  Italian  rather  than  the  Swiss 
method.  We  should  gain  by  it  both  as  respected  a  shorter  time 
and  far  less  weariness. 

I  began  by  preparing  in  the  front  of  the  grotto  a  sufficiently 
wide  space  of  ground  to  serve  as  a  threshing-floor.  This  I  watered 
at  regular  intervals  with  the  residuum  of  our  stalls  and  stables ; 
afterwards,  with  great  solid  clubs,  we  repeatedly  beat  down  the 
ground  we  had  thus  made  damp.  When  the  sun  had  absorbed 
all  the  humidity  with  which  we  had  impregnated  it,  we  repeated 
the  process,  and  so  continued  until  we  had  obtained  a  smooth, 
solid,  and  compact  surface,  without  chink  or  crevice,  and  equally 
impenetrable  to  water  and  the  rays  of  the  sun.  I  had  learned  in 
Switzerland  this  way  of  preparing  the  ground ;  it  is  adopted  by 
the  farmers  of  our  mountains  in  laying  out  the  threshing-floors  of 
their  granges. 

As  soon  as  this  work  was  completed,  I  yoked  together  the  bull 
and  buffalo  to  the  famous  osier  basket  which,  under  the  pompous 
name  of  the  palanquin,  had  been  the  instrument  of  a  cruel  mysti- 
fication of  poor  Ernest.  Rudly  and  Frederick  did  not  fail  to  remind 
our  philosopher  of  the  pitiful  scene,  and  to  invite  him  to  place  himself 
again  between  the  two  beasts  of  burden.  But  the  professor  was  not 
one  of  those  who  are  twice  caught  in  the  same  snare,  and  the  cattle 
stalked  calmly  forward  to  the  field  we  had  marked  out  for  reaping. 
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A  COHICAL  AFFAIft. 


Before  we  commonccd  our  labours,  my  vife  inqoired  wliera  n 
hoped  to  find  the  baadR  Cor  binding  up  the  corn  Into  BhMra^ 
and    my  boys,  on   their  part,  demanded    from   me   «  sujiply  of 


Vfe  netJ  notLn  g  ol  the  kini  I  nnsuered  we  are  going  to 
gather  our  cropa  m  the  Itahan  style  and  ItahanB  natural  eaemiog 
to  all  necdleKs  exertion  dispense  with  scythes  as  too  heavy  to 
I  andle  and  with  Lands  as  too  troublesome  to  weave 

In  that  cahe  rejoined  Frederick  how  are  we  to  bind  up 
the  sheaves  and  carry  them  to  our  bnnis?  " 

"  Oh,  the  Itafiiins  find  no  difTiculty  in  this ;  in  the  first  place, 
they  don't  nialie  any  sheaves ;  and,  in  the  second,  as  they  thre^ 
the  grain  on  the  place  where  thoy  cut  it,  they  do  not  experience 
any  embarrussmetit  in  carrying  it  home," 

"  Then,  in  my  opinion,  a  harvest  d  I'ltalienne  will  be  n  very 
comical  affair." 

"  Of  that  you  can  soon  judge." 

At  the  same  lime  I  gathered  in  my  left  hand  as  many  stalks  as 
it  would  hold,  and,  clasping  them  firmly,  cut  them  down  at  about 
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MX  inches  from  the  top.  Thie  firut  handful  I  cast  into  the  pannier 
of  the  two  beasts,  and,  turning  towards  Frederick, — 

"  See,"  said  I,  laughing,  "  the  first  act  of  an  Italian  harvest." 

My  boys  thought  it  an  admirable  process,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  the  field  preaented  only  an  uneven  surface,  bristling  with 
decapitated  straw,  and  a  few  forgotten  ears  rising  here  and  there 
among  it. 

"  Well,  for  my  part,"  said  my  wife,  casting  a  glance  of  pity 
over  the  ravaged  field,  "  I  must  confess  I  do  not  approve  of  reap- 
ing d  Vltalienne.  Why,  the  heart  of  a  true  Swiss  woman  would 
ache  with  anguish  to  see  the  remains  of  this  depredation,  and  the 
lost  ears  which  you  have  left  among  the  straw." 

"  Not  so  fast,  good  wifn,"  said  I,  laughing ;  "  you  are  in  too 
great  a  harry  to  condemn  my  new  method.  Slothful  as  he  is,  thfl 
Italian  does  not  make  such  a  mess  as  you  suppose  of  his  harvest ; 
and  what  he  does  not  eat,  he  drinks." 

"  Oh,  as  for  that,  it  is  an  enigma  which  I  do  not  understand." 

"  You  are  right,  my  dear  wife ;  but  it  is  sometimes  good,  by 
the  employment  of  enigmas,  to  make  the  mind  reflect  upon  thingH 
it  would  othcr\vise  forget ;  however,  my  present  riddle  is  easily 
explained  :  the  Italian  drinks  that  part  of  his  crop  which  he  does 
not  eat,  hut  with  this  simple  difference — it  is  not  in  the  same 
form.  Italy  ia  a.  country  as  little  favourable  to  the  breeding  of 
cattle  as  it  is  rich  and  fertile  id  all  kinds  of  agricultural  products. 
Grass,  pasture,  herbage,  hay,  are  all  extremely  rare.  The  Italian 
compensates  for  this  scarcity  by  converting  the  remains  of  his  crop 
into  fodder." 

"How  does  he  do  this?" 

"  He  allows  the  decapitated  straw  to  remain  untouched  for 
several  weeks.  The  fresh  air  which  necessarily  circulates  among 
the  stalks  promotes  the  growth  of  the  herbage,  and  when  the 
latter  has  obtained  the  same  height  as  the  straw,  so  as  to  form 
with  it  a  kind  of  solid  mass,  it  is  then  he  plies  his  scythe,  And 
collects  for  his  cattle  a  precious  fodder,  which  he  owes  as  mnch 
to  hie  intelligence  as  to  the  bounty  of  nature.  The  ears  lefl  here 
and  there  among  the  straw  are  now  eagerly  devoured  by  his  cow, 
who  returns  for  them  in  milk  the  equivalent  of  her  master's 
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thoughtful  generosity.  It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  Italian  diinki 
tliat  portion  of  his  harreat  which  he  doea  not  eat." 

"  Capital,"  answered  my  wife ;  "  but  if  the  Italian  fptim  hu 
Blraw  to  his  cattle  for  food,  with  what  does  he  make  their  littarT" 

"  They  do  without ;  the  Italian  soil  is  mild  and  dement,  and 
nourishes  none  of  that  injuriouB  dampness  which  in  oar  lea 
fortunate  climate  renders  it  dangerous  for  the  cattle  to  lie  on  the 
naked  earth.  But  do  not  let  ns  stray  from  the  end  we  hsTe 
proposed  to  oursclTes.  After  having  reaped  d  I'ltalienne,  we 
niuHt  thresh  the  grain  and  Beparat«  the  ears  d  I'lUdttnne.  Gentle- 
men, let  UH  return  to  the  grotto,  and  there  get  ready  yonr  steeds, 
tor  their  sen-iccfl  will  be  required." 

Wc  immediately  quitted  the  field  which  we  had  just  reaped; 
and  the  quiet  palanquin-beararH  started  for  the  grotto.  On  onr 
Arrival,  I  directed  Ernest  and  his  mother  to  scatter  the  eare  all 
over  our  new  th resiling- floor,  while  my  three  couriers  saddled  their 
Etecds,  and  hi<)il  themM:lTe8  reudy  to  mount  at  the  first  signal  I 
shouM  give  them.  I'hcy  had  never  seen  such  preparations  for 
threshing  grain ;  and  looking  upon  it  as  a  rural  f^te,  inaugurated 
it  with  shouts  of  joyous  laughter. 

"  Ah,  on  my  word,"  cried  Kudly,  ''  my  steed  is  about  to 
practise  a  traile  to  which  he  was  not  accustomed  in  the  deserts 
of  the  savannah." 

"  Threshing  grain  on  horseback  1     What  an  idea  '. " 

"  Reaping  and  mowing  on  the  gallop  I  "  shouted  a  third. 

And  pleasantrieH  and  jokes  poured  in  from  all  quarters.  The 
innovation  which  I  hail  introduced  had  at  least  the  advantage  of 
furnishing  my  family  with  a  theme  for  pleasant  laughter. 

Meanwhile  I  preserved  the  indifferent  air  proper  to  a  man  who 
can  boast  of  having  put  forward  a  new  idea,  and  to  all  their  rail- 
leries I  opposed  an  appearance  of  the  profoundest  belief  in  the 
infallibility  of  my  new  mode  of  procedure. 

When  I  thought  the  threshing-floor  sufficiently  strewed,  I 
exclaimed, — 

"  To  the  saddle,  troopers  ;  to  the  saddle,  and  awny  I " 

And  I  pointed  out  to  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but 
gallop  a  few  times  over  the  ears  of  com. 
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T  leave  the  reader  to  imagine  the  merry  scene  that  was  then 
enuctec} ;  the  bull,  the  onager,  and  the  ostrich  rivalled  one  another 
in  swiftness;  my  wife,  Ernest,  and  myself,  each  armed  with  a 
wooden  rake,  assiduously  gathered  up  in  rows  the  grain  trodden 
out  by  the  animals'  hoofs. 

All  was  going  on  admirably  w^hen  two  incidents,  which  I  had 
not  foreseen,  occurred  to  revive  to  some  extent  the  ironical  verve 
of  my  wife,  who  had  not  been  sincerely  converted  to  the  Italian 
method.  The  bull  forgot  himself  to  the  extent  of  satisfying  liis 
natural  wants  in  the  very  middle  of  our  treasure ;  then,  stopping 
short,  he  and  the  onager  stretched  their  large  long  tongues  over 
the  corn  which  they  had  threshed,  and  helped  themselves  very 
freely  to  it. 

"  Halloa  ! "  cried  Frederick,  aghast  at  the  bull's  forge tfulncss, 
"  is  this  also  included  in  the  Italian  method?" 

"  And  are  we  to  look  upon  the  rations  which  these  gentlemen 
have  appropriated,"  said  his  mother,  with  a  slightly  satirical  air, 
"  as  a  part  of  the  Italian  economy  ?" 

I  felt  called  upon  to  reply  without  delay  to  the  shafts  thus 
directed  against  me. 

"  As  for  the  incongruous  behaviour  of  the  bull,"  I  said,  "  it  is  one 
of  those  misfortunes  which  one  cannot  guard  against,  but  at  which, 
however,  we  can  easily  laugh ;  the  hot  climate  under  whose  influ- 
ence we  are  suffering  will  easily  supply  a  remedy.  As  for  the 
want  of  self-restraint  with  which  my  good  Elizabeth  so  seriously 
reproaches  these  poor  animals,  it  is,  I  think,  capable  of  being 
justified ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  pardon  them  purely  and  simply  in 
consideration  of  this  verse  of  holy  writ :  *  The  ox  shall  be  fed  with 
the  product  of  the  millstone  he  shall  have  turned.'  " 

The  aptness  of  my  quotation  re-established  immediately  the  high 
repute  of  the  Italian  method,  which  two  unforeseen  circumstances 
had  nearly  involved  in  irretrievable  disgrace. 

The  threshing  of  our  com  completed,  we  had  to  arrange  for  the 
separation  of  the  chaff  and  dust  with  which  it  was  adulterated. 
This  operation  was  necessarily  the  most  difficult  and  laborious  of 
all.  We  placed  the  barley  upon  a  fine  sieve,  and  with  wooden 
shovels  turned  it  over  and  over  so  as  to  set  free  the  lighter  and 
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iiioro  wortlilcAi  portions.  But  ihta  v»»  not  effected  vritboat  gnat 
annoyance  to  our  eyes,  noso,  and  mouth.  The  unfortiuiata  work- 
men snuoKcd  in  t)iu  moet  melancholy  murner.  mnd  so  nolently,  thit 
we  were  obligcil  to  take  tlie  work  in  tunia,  ud  relieve  e«cli  other 
fit  very  short  intcrvalH.  Towards  the  close,  we  bethought  ouraelTH 
of  the  cap  I  had  ii^eil  to  shelter  myself  from  the  bees.  He  whose 
turn  it  \ras  to  sift  the  grain,  clapped  it  on  his  head,  and  found  it 
cxlroiiu'ly  hyn-icoaMo, 

Tlic  fi'atlicri'cl  iltniKcni;  of  our  poultry-yard,  who  had  remuned 
at  a  iliKliiiici.'  while  our  atccils  performed  at  a  gallop  their  functiou 
an  thrcKliL-i's,  rciuvercd  their  assurance,  And  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  we  Knw  ouisclvcs  surrounded  by  a  legion  of  clucking  and  peik- 
mff  inrrnililoti!:,  who  nprcad  themselves  all  over  our  hesip,  to  Icry 
in  cicliiil  the  lithe  the  bull  and  the  onnger  had  measured  by  a  single 
stroke  i>f  IhL'ir  tmiKui-. 

"  L<'t  tlii'ui  aloiii,"  I  ttaiil  to  my  sons ;  "  what  they  steal  from 
us  lirrc  we  kIiiiH  recover  elKcwhore.  and  if  the  pile  of  barley 
diujiiiislms,  uur  chickens  will  he  the  fatter." 

Bnl  ntv  reL-onnneii'lation  was  uttered  too  late,  and  my  wife,  who 
had  no  relish  for  the  new  principles  of  domestic  economy  I  had  laid 
down,  linil  nlvciiilj'  dispersed  the  freebooters  by  a  few  energetic 
blows. 

lu  thiw  ilitVcvciit  occupotioiw  we  spent  several  days.  Before 
KtciririK  iiwuy  oiir  civi]!,  we  wjslied  to  ascertain  its  exact  amount. 
We  found  ourxclvcH  rich  enoug'h  to  defy  famine  for  a  considerable 
|H-rio<l ;  we  hud  more  than  sixty  bushels  of  barley,  eighty  of  wheat, 
uiid  upwards  of  a  liunilred  of  luaize.  The  latter  groin  had  yielded 
bfst ;  whrnco  I  concluded  that  the  soil  was  more  favourable  to  its 
growth  Ihiin  to  the  barley,  wheat,  nnd  other  Kunipenii  cereals  of 
whii'h  we  linit  sown  an  equal  ipinntity,  and  at  the  same  time,  but 
whose  proiluce  was  considerably  less. 

We  d  Id  not  iirejmre  the  miUKe  in  tlie  mmo  inunncr  as  the  barley ; 
we  drieil  the  ears  sepanitely,  nnd  then  detncheil  the  grain  by  beat- 
in;,'  them  with  thin  flexible  latlis.  With  its  leaves,  which  are 
snpplfr  and  more  ela>tic  tliiin  slriiw,  we  restufted  our  bcils.  My 
wife  litirned  a  groiit  ipiiinlity  of  the  stnlks,  and  from  the  alkaline 
quality  of  the  ashes  found  thcui  very  udvful  in  washing  our  linen. 
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Meanwhile  I  did  not  lose  sight  of  my  project  of  obtaining  a 
second  crop  before  the  end  of  the  fine  season ;  and  as  soon  as  we 
had  stored  away  our  grain,  we  began  to  clear  the  ground  of  the 
stubble  we  had  left  standing.  This  task  took  precedence  of  every 
other. 

But  scarcely  had  we  commenced  it,  ere  from  the  middle  of  the 
field  rose  a  swarm  of  quails  and  partridges  much  larger  than  those 
of  Europe.  They  had  been  attiacted  to  the  spot  by  the  few  ears 
we  had  overlooked.  As  we  had  not  expected  such  a  rencontre^  they 
succeeded  in  escaping  us,  with  the  excepfion  of  one  unlucky  quail, 
which  Frederick  knocked  down  with  a  stone.  But  the  presence  of 
these  birds  after  the  harvest  was  a  precious  augury  for  succeeding 
years;  and  it  seemed  we  might  confidently  rely  that  the  field  we 
sowed  with  wheat  or  maize  would  infallibly  provide  us,  two  or 
three  days  afterwards,  with  numerous  heads  of  game. 

As  soon  as  the  ground  was  cleared,  I  sowed  it  anew ;  but 
remembering  the  principle  of  rotation  of  crops  adopted  in  Europe 
to  prevent  exhaustion  of  the  soil,  I  changed  the  character  of  the 
sowing,  and  for  my  second  crops  sowed  the  barley  and  oats  I  had 
collected  in  the  preceding  year  before  the  rainy  season. 

Our  field  labours  had  scarcely  terminated  when  the  herring-bank 
appeared  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Safety  Bay.  But  we  did  not 
now  depend  so  much  on  their  arrival,  our  stock  of  winter  provisions 
being  abundant  and  various.  We  therefore  contented  ourselves 
with  curing  a  couple  of  barrels  full — the  first  of  salted,  and  the 
second  of  smokfed  herrings.  We  caught  also  some  other  fish  alive, 
and  deposited  them  in  the  reservoirs  we  had  constructed  in  Jackal 
River,  where  we  could  find  them  whenever  they  were  wanted. 

The  sea-dogs  had  next  their  turn;  my  pneumatic  syringe 
answered  admirably,  and,  thanks  to  this  invention,  the  skinning  of 
these  animals  was  effected  without  much  difficulty  or  delay.  Skin, 
and  gut,  and  bladder — we  utilized  the  whole.  Experience  had 
made  us  tolerably  skilful  in  the  art  of  preparing  these  Tarious 
treasures  and  turning  them  to  advantage ;  we  began  to  execute  all 
these  operations  with  considerable  adroitness.  It  was  not  until  this 
period  that  we  gave  the  "  finishing  touches  "  to  our  cajack  ;  we  set 
about  it  in  earnest,  and  provided  it  with  an  ample  stock  of  bladders 
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nml  skills  fillccl  with  nir,  so  m  to  render  it  GXtrcmply  light,  and 
flfiiit  it  nn  t)ic  very  >,m!nve  of  this  waves.  Thin  labour  ended,  ne 
Wkiiii  to  tiilk  of  ti'stiiif;  the  qiiRliti«(  of  our  new  bnat.  To  Frederick 
niituriilly  bcIniiKccI  tlio  first  honours  of  the  craft  he  had  suggested. 

We  <l<'l<T]iiiii('<l  that  the  trial  of  the  csjack  should  be  muAe  « 
fc^tivnl.  KvcrybiBly  Barfed  to  patronize  it  with  his  presence;  and 
whon  MnstiT  FrPiK-riik  was  invc«lo<t  in  tlie  maritime  coetnme 
(ilrCHily  K]iokrii  of,  wc  fumiutly  authorised  litiii  to  take  Iitx  place  in 
his  ntivi'l  crnft.  T  tinvo  omitteil  to  state  t)iat  to  its  keel  were 
ntlnL-hiil  ,1  <'oii[<]('  iif  little  castorR — the  remainft  of  a  double  pulley 
rcmovc'l  fi'nni  tin-  urifked  vessel — bo  that,  at  need,  it  might  serve 
as  a  vehicle  for  lix'ornotion  on  land  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
niivi,i;nti')n  .it  sea.  TIiik  advantage  enabled  my  lads  lo  Burronnd 
the  n'mnony  with  nil  rcijiiiNitc  pomp. 

Freilfiick  Wilted  liimseif  on  his  liench,  ns  proud  as  Neptune  or 
oiiy  other  oeiMii-ileily  sellin;;^  nut  on  the  liquid  element  for  some 
distiint  viiVii;:)',  The  cnjaek  in  form  ivas  not  unlike  those  vast 
tlu'lls  lilt  (Hifts  hiivc  represented  as  ihc  clioriolM  of  the  sea-gods. 
The  p-avity  of  the  hero,  who  IipIiI  in  his  hand  an  oar  in  lieu  of  ■ 
triiliiit ;  the  exertions  of  his  brothers,  who,  while  propelling  the 
cnjntk  in  the  rear,  lustily  sounded  the  marine  conches,  which,  like 
Neptune's  tritonw,  they  had  converted  into  trumpets  ; — all  this  pre- 
sented a  pieture  ax  anitimtcd  as  it  was  romantic.  I  laughcl 
heartily  ut  it ;  but  my  good  EliKabeth,  still  cherishing  her  old 
hatred  against  the  ocean,  could  not  conceal  tlic  tears  which  filled 
her  eyes  when  she  tliought  of  the  dongers  her  eldest  son  wns 
going  to  confront  in  a  skiff  so  frail  nnil  insignificant.  To  comfort 
her  anxious  heart,  I  unmoored  the  periaguii,  and  held  it  in  readi- 
ness to  fly  to  the  assistance  of  the  firccidand  navigator,  if  this 
should  boconiu  necessary,  before  he  incnrreii  imy  real  peril. 

Every  precaution  having  been  taken,  ''To  the  sea!  to  the  sea!" 
I  sliouteil  to  Frederick ;  nnd  "  To  the  sea !  to  the  sea ! "  my  merry 
lads  repealed.  In  a  moment  the  eajuck  glided  over  the  water  with 
inconr'eivalilc  rnpidily.  llie  surfaee  of  the  buy  was  l>eautifully 
sniiH.lh  nnd  caln>;  and  soon  the  nreenhindcr  be>:an  t.>  bahince  him- 
srir  gaily  "n  the  waves.  We  snw  him.  like  a  skilful  jouster,  ese- 
ente  at   his  plea^■n^e  n  series  of  solutions,  each   more  skill'ul   and 
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more  daring  than  the  preceding.  Sometimes  he  darted  like  an 
arrow  straight  out  of  sight ;  then  he  suddenly  returned,  and  with 
marvellous  swiftness  came  towards  us.  At  other  times  he  disap- 
peared in  a  cloud  of  foam,  to  the  great  terror  of  his  mother ;  then 
we  saw  him,  a  short  distance  off,  emerge  anew  with  head  above  the 
waves,  and  raising  his  oar  aloft  to  show  us  that  he  knew  how  to 
triumph  over  danger. 

As  the  reader  will  suppose,  the  skill  and  daring  of  our  young 
navigator  provoked  our  warm  and  repeated  encouragements.  On 
his  part,  he  burned  to  show  himself  worthy  of  our  applause ;  and 
not  content  with  skimming  the  smooth  surface  of  the  bay,  turaed 
his  frail  craft  in  the  direction  of  Jackal  River,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  head  against  the  current ;  but  it  was  far  stronger  than  he 
was,  and  drove  him  out  to  sea  for  so  considerable  a  distance  that 
we  soon  lost  sight  of  him  completely. 

To  jump  into  the  periagua,  and  fly  to  the  succour  of  the  poor 
Greenlander,  was  the  work  of  a  moment. 

Rudly  and  Ernest  accompanied  me,  and  we  left  Fritz  on  the 
shore  by  the  side  of  his  mother,  who  abandoned  herself  to  all  the 
terrors  maternal  love,  under  such  circumstances,  might  well  inspire. 
The  wheel  of  the  periagua  seemed  to  us  to  move  much  too  slowly, 
so  that,  while  I  continued  to  turn  it,  each  of  my  sons  took  in  hand 
an  oar.  We  scarcely  skimmed  the  surface  of  the  waters,  but  could 
discern  no  trace  of  our  Greenlander;  our  shouts  met  with  no 
response  but  the  echoes  of  the  cliffs,  and  our  aching  gaze  was  lost 
all  around  in  the  foamy  waves  which  rolled  against  the  horizon  I 
I  felt  my  heart  contract,  and  had  not  the  courage  to  confess  to  my 
sons  the  anxiety  which  consumed  me,  when  suddenly,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  rock  almost  level  with  the  water,  I  caught  sight  of  a 
cloud  of  smoke.  I  put  my  hand  to  my  pulse,  and  counted  four 
beats  before  the  smoke  was  followed  by  a  report. 

Then  I  regained  my  courage. 

**  He  is  safe ! "  I  cried ;  "  he  is  safe !  Frederick  is  yonder — in 
the  direction  of  the  smoke — and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
we  will  have  rejoined  him." 

I  immediately  fired  a  pistol.  It  was  answered  by  a  second 
discharge  in  the  same  direction  as  the  first. 
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Kriiesl  imllfil  oul  his  watch ;  we  Iwgan  to  row  with  redouUnl 
iiri|i>iir;  niiil  tai  iiiinutcx  had  scarcely  elapsed  beforo  we  coulilcliMTly 
iUsiiii;;uish  Frocli!riik  ;  at  the  eud  of  fifteen,  wo  were  by  his  side. 

We  I'uuikI  the  yuuiif;  )iero  of  the  seft  poBtod  among  a  group  of 
roL-kN  ou  a  Icvul  with  the  waves ;  before  him  lay  extended  a  walnx, 
nr  si>n-i.'iiw,  whiuh  was  pouring  out  itB  life-blood  from  two  fatal 
harpODti  woiindM. 

1  licgiin  by  aitclrO!<Miiir  my  hod  with  the  reproaches  liis  iinpru- 
duiiL-o  descrvol. 

•'  JHy  giioii  fiilhtr,"  ho  n-plieil,  "  it  was  the  current  which  ctr- 
riml  we  away  iu  s[jito  of  mjticlf.  My  oars  proved  too  light  to 
ciiiteiiil  with  the  imiietuoua  flood  of  Jackal  River,  and  I  found 
iiiywilf,  nhiiiMt  without  hariiig  poreeiveii  it,  suddenly  driven  to  » 
great  distaiico  ti-oin  tho  Khore;  for  I  couH  neither  diitccni  the 
coflnt-HiU)  iioi'  the  siiil  of  tho  pcriagua.  Hut  I  hail  no  time  to  feci 
utiiiid;  my  llmnglits  were  almost  iitiuiedJately  diverted  by  a  heni 
(if  wiilni.Ts,  whii-h  jHiHsod  iieurly  under  my  mme!  To  cast  the 
hui'|>ouii  niid  hiviko  one  of  these  animals  was  the  affair  of  u  second; 
hut  tho  wound  I  had  inflicted  was  not  mortal,  and  inKtcad  of  dimi- 
nihhitig  hiri  strength,  st'emud,  on  tho  contrary,  to  rcinvigomto  him. 
Thi.  trnufc  of  U.iod  wIliJi  nmliihilcd  in  his  rear,  and  the  air-bladder 
wliiih  kq't  odiMil  tho  ronl  uf  tlie  harpoon,  served  to  indivate  his 


movuments.  I  rodoubluil  my  exertii>ns,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  get  sufficiently  near  him  to  launch  q  second  hftr|>oon  at  his  side. 
Hiis  proved  deeiuive,  and  the  monster,  after  a  few  useless  struggles, 
stretched  himself  on  tho  rock  where  ho  is  still  lying.  I  called  to 
mind  Rudly's  mishap  with  the  tail  of  the  boa,  and  to  obviate  any 
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simikr  oci^iileiit,  completed  my  conquest  with  a  couiile  of  pifilnl- 
sliotM — the  reiiortB  of  which  you  heard." 

"  You  have  done,"  said  I,  "  a  truly  heroical  deed,  and  the  com- 
hat  from  which  you  have  iuBued  conqueror  was  not  unattended 
with  danger.  The  walrus  is  &  Ibrmidahle  monster;  instead  of 
flying  before  you — as,  fortunately,  he  did  do — he  might  have 
turned  upon  your  fragile  skifF,  and  Heaven  knows  what  would 
have  become  of  you,  my  poor  ho  f  h  had  nly  applied  his  long 
sharp  teeth  to  the  thin  sides  of  y  u  teath  bell  I  But,  God  be 
praised,  you  are  saved — which  I  aluo  m  e  than  the  capture  of 
half  a  score  of  these  marine  n    n  t  N      are  they  of  much 

value  in  themselves,  for  I  do       t  k     w     h  t  use  we  shall  make 
of  the  one  yan  ha^c  slain,  desp  t    th    hug    ess  of  his  bulk." 


Moua  ITHduoii  m 


"  At  least,"  replied  Frederick,  "  if  we  can  make  no  use  of  bis 
body,  I  shall  preserve  hie  head.  When  I  have  properly  prepared 
it,  I  will  fasten  it  to  the  prow  of  my  cajack,  where  his  long  glit- 
tering tusks  will  have  s  fine  effect  I  And  I  shall  christen  my  craft 
with  the  sonorous  and  pompous  name  of — 
TiiK  Walbds!" 

"  ](e  it  so :  the  tusks  of  the  creature  are  almost  the  only  part 
worth  preservation.  Ttiey  possess  the  whiteness  and  almost  the 
durability  of  ivory.  But  make  haste  with  your  operations,  for 
the  horizon  is  growing  cloudy,  and  everything  threatens  m  ap- 
proaching storm." 


G04  THREE  UTILITIES. 

"  Tliis  lipml  will  \k  a  inagiiifiMiit  ornament  for  the  prow  of 
j'our  timmt,"  Buiil  Kudly. 

"  Ynf,"  rejiiinu'l  KrneHt,  "  to  infect  wt  witb  a  fine  and  deligfativl 
oilonr  iif  Ht;ik'  TihI)  ! " 

"  Diin't  il'mtiirb  youtsulf,  professor,"  answered  the  navigator; 
''  iliiu't  <li>4turli  yourself ;  I  know  a  metho«I  of  preparing  my  walras'i 
111  ail,  su  tbiit  it  kIiuII  iiot  suiuU  any  more  than  the  stufifed  aninuLi 
in  thu  Museum  of  Zurich." 

I'VeJpriek  llicn  set  to  work. 

"  I  th(>u;;lit,"  saiil  ErncRt  to  mc,  while  his  brother  wax  thu 
oii,i;ii>;c(l,  "  tlmt  Benin,  walniscH,  anil  all  such  animals  ooly  inhabited 
tlie  u'nti'm  of  tlie  Nortli.  How,  then,  do  we  meet  them  in  tbew 
wiuiii  liililmlps?" 

"  riulou!)teilly,"  I  replied,  "  these  amphibia  principally  belong 
to  the  Ninlhern  Hens ;  but  their  presence  in  a  Tropical  climate  is 
n  pheiiriiiienim  wliidi  cxplnina  itscll'.  A  tempest,  or  a  conTulxion 
I'f  llie  iiliyssoM  of  the  oi'ean,  would  suffice  to  transport  them  hither. 
Jliivi-nver,  a  siMties  failed  the  dujrong  is  found  in  tlie  latitude  of 
the  Oup;  of  Good  llnpc;  nnil  porhaps  it  is  a  dugong  which  Fre- 
derick hna  eaptiired.  The  dilTerences  between  thoni  are  very 
blight,  and  nearly  all  the  species  feed  on  the  same  kind  of  food — 
namely,  the  marine  herbs  and  eliells  which  they  contrjvp,  with 
their  lonjT  teeth,  to  loosen  from  the  rocks." 

Frederick  hud  by  tliis  time  finished  his  task,  and  while  we 
stoppi'il  to  cu(  from  the  sides  and  back  of  the  monster  a  few  strips 
of  his  stont  hide,  he  profited  by  the  opportunity  to  request  mc  to 
add  three  very  useful  things  to  the  equipment  of  his  cajack  : — 

lut,  A  cotnpass,  with  which  to  direct  his  course,  in  case  he 
should  be  driven  off  the  coast  by  a  alorui ; 

2nd,  A  lanec ;  find, 

.^nl,  A  hatchet,  that  he  might  be  suilubly  armed  for  attack  or 
defence. 

I  coiisiilured  these  demands  very  reasonable,  and  as  we  had  more 
then  one  sea-compass  among  our  marine  instruments,  I  promised 
my  son  ho  should  have  one  to  fis  on  the  fore-port  of  his  little  skiff, 
BO  that  he  might  properly  gui<Ie  it  in  all  weathers.  As  for  the 
hnti'het  and  spear  ho  also  required  from  mc,  I  the  more  willingly 
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acceded  to  tlie  request  because  these  two  weapons  would  spare  our 
warlike  munitions,  and  because  they  were  better  suited  for  boarding 
than  a  pistol,  or  any  other  fire-arm. 

I  wished  to  take  Frederick  and  his  cajack  on  board  our  periagua 
to  return  to  Tent-town ;  but  he  refused,  and  would  fain  precede 
us,  as  scout,  that  he  might  be  the  first  to  announce  to  his  mother 
his  safety  and  our  return.  I  allowed  him  to  have  his  own  way ; 
and  though  we  set  out  together,  he  soon  forged  ahead  of  us. 

While  we  were  quietly  rowing  homeward,  Ernest,  who  must 
always  have  the  last  word  on  everything,  inquired  of  me  how  I 
had  been  able  to  calculate  so  exactly  the  distance  which  separated 
us  from  his  brother. 

"  By  a  very  simple  method,"  answered  I ;  "  a  few  facts,  known 
to  all  persons  initiated,  however  slightly,  in  the  phenomena  of 
nature,  sufficed  to  guide  me.  It  is  known  that  light  traverses 
space  with  extreme  rapidity,  and  that  it  breaks  upon  the  eye  of 
man  with  almost  instantaneous  splendour;  so  that  it  has  been 
calculated  to  accomplish  a  distance  of  320,000  yards  (?)  in  a  second. 
Sound,  on  the  contrary,  is  transmitted  much  more  slowly,  for  in 
the  same  period  of  time  it  does  not  travel  more  than  1440  feet. 

"  Now,  I  knew  that  my  pulse,  like  every  healthy  and  vigorous 
man,  beats  regularly  sixty  times  in  a  minute.  I  counted  four 
beats  between  our  first  glimpse  of  the  smoke  and  our  hearing  the 
report ;  whence  I  concluded  that  we  must  be  about  5760  feet  dis- 
tant from  Frederick,  or  a  little  more  than  a  mile ;  it  was  thus  I 
was  enabled  to  tell  you  with  so  much  certainty  that  it  would  take 
UR  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  overtake  your  brother.  You  will  un- 
derstand," I  added,  "  that  unforeseen  atmospheric  circumstances, 
the  wind  and  the  rain,  will  sometimes  interfere  with  these  calcu- 
lations, but  the  difference  will  not  be  veiy  important.'* 

"  Another  secret  of  nature  of  which  I  knew  nothing,"  remarked 
my  little  professor,  in  a  tone  which  showed  his  gratification  at 
thoroughly  understanding  me.  "  But,"  he  continued  almost  im- 
mediately, "  can  we  also  determine  from  whence  the  celestial  light 
proceeds,  and  the  time  it  occupies  to  reach  us  ? '' 

"  Assuredly,  yes.  Astronomy  knows  with  mathematical  exact- 
ness the  distance  which  separates  our  globe  from  the  sun  and  the 
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iitlier  sloi^  wliicli  niuriiimitG  it.  It  can  prove  to  you,  for  exunjj 
tiiat  tlie  fiun'H  rays  take  eight  minutes  to  arrive  nt  our  ekrth,  ai 
that  tboftcol  <SiriuH  retjuire  no  ieee  tbau  balf-a-doaeo  yeara.  WU 
if  an  iuliabitaiit  of  that  great  Btar  diBchaiged  a  cannon,  vn  wboa 
Dot  hear  the  report  until  itix  thousand  yean  afterwards." 
"  Your  example,  papa,  altnoxt  dizzies  the  brain ! " 
"  ^Vhnt,  then,  would  be  your  confuinon  if  I  applied  my  calcul 
tion  to  all  the  fixed  stars,  which  are  thousands  of  times  farther  ■ 
from  ufl  than  Siriufl  ?  It  is  there,  my  boy,  in  yonder  immense  Boo 
in  tlmt  sublime  accumulation  of  marvels,  that  you  must  learn 
recognize  the  sovereign  Author  of  all  things.  It  is  especially 
pri^sencc  of  this  majestic  concord  of  grand  harmonies  that  t1 
littleness  of  mnn  is  felt,  and  that  ho  should  humble  himself  to  tl 
ilust ;  for  nil  theHc  stars,  scattered  like  gold-dust  over  the  vault 
licnvim,  are  perlmps  ho  many  inhabited  worlds,  compared  wil 
whicli  our  globe  must  appear  but  as  a  grain  of  sand  in  space." 

Meanwhile  the  prosrcss  of  the  storm  had  been  more  rapid  thi 
I  liail  expected  ;  we  were  not  half- way  home  when  the  dense  blat 
clouiU,  niflSReil  on  the  Imrizon,  smldenly  descended  in  torrents  < 
ruin.  Wind,  and  lightning,  and  raging  seal  All  nature  seenic 
confounded  in  the  horrible  disorder.  Frederick  was  too  far  di 
tiint  from  us  to  rcj'iin  us  in  the  periagua,  and  I  regretted  extreme! 
that  I  bad  not  niaUo  him  come  on  board,  according  to  my  fir 
intention.  But  it  was  no  use  to  think  of  such  a  thing;  the  rai 
fell  BO  heavily  that  we  could  not  even  discern  him.  I  ordere 
Ernest  nod  Rudly  to  put  on  their  swimming  apparatus;  for  v 
took  care  never  to  set  out  on  an  expedition  unprovided  with  thei 
useful  articles.  I  also  bade  them  cling  tightly  to  the  fasteninj 
of  tlie  periapna,  that  ihey  might  not  be  washed  overboard  by  ti 
waves.  Witli  panic-stricken  soul  I  turned  towards  Heaven  thi 
prayerful  gaze  which  Heaven  always  comprehends,  and  patient! 
awaited  the  issue  of  the  storm,  endeavouring  to  resign  myself  ' 
the  Divine  will. 

The  tempest  increased,  and  with  it  my  anxiety  increased ;  tl 
waves  roHo  mountains  hig-h.  Sometimes  a  gust  of  wind  raised  i 
on  their  awful  crest ;  a  moment  afterwards  we  saw  an  immen 
chasm  yawn  before  us,  in  vhich  our  frail  bark  was  sn'alloweil  i 
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without  leaving  any  trace  of  her  course.  Our  sails  and  oars  were 
etjually  useless,  and  every  moment  we  feared  the  periagua  would 
break  in  twain. 

But  the  duration  of  the  storm  was  in  inverse  proportion  to  its 
fury :  it  lasted  but  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  waves  subsided  into 
tranquillity  as  if  by  enchantment.  The  wind  fell ;  though  some 
black  lowering  clouds  still  hovered  over  our  heads,  and  kept  alive 
our  anxiety.  The  periagua  had  nobly  behaved  herself  during  the 
squall ;  she  had  suffered  no  damage,  notwithstanding  the  violent 
billows  that  had  dashed  against  her  sides,  and  made  her  whirl  round 
and  round  on  the  angry  waters  like  a  feather. 

Our  first  emotion  was  that  of  gratitude.  We  thanked  the  mer- 
ciful Father  who  had  once  more  saved  us ;  but  all  anxiety  was  not 
yet  over ;  Frederick  and  his  cajack  were  ever  present  to  my  mind. 
His  boat  was  so  slight  I  The  waves  had  been  so  furious  I  All 
that  I  could  do  was  to  turn  myself  once  more  towards  the  Lord, 
and  implore  him  to  grant  me  the  strength  I  should  stand  in  need 
of  to  support  a  blow  whose  full  extent  I  durst  not  trust  myself 
to  contemplate. 

We  plied  our  oars  with  redoubled  strength ;  I  took  charge  of 
the  winch  which  set  in  motion  the  mechanical  wings  of  the  boat, 
and  ere  long  we  arrived  off  Safety  Bay.  We  pushed  without 
delay  into  our  well-known  anchorage,  and  the  first  objects  which 
presented  themselves  to  our  gaze  were  Frederick,  Fritz,  and  their 
mother,  all  three  kneeling  upon  the  shore.  They  had  first  poured 
out  their  thanks  to  Gtod  for  Frederick's  safety,  and  afterwards  had 
joined  in  earnest  prayer  for  our  preservation  and  speedy  return. 
The  reader  may  easily  conceive  how  great  was  the  agony  of  my 
good  Elizabeth ;  the  heart  of  the  wife  and  mother  was  torn  with 
anxiety,  and  but  for  her  sincere  trust  in  God  she  must  have  suc- 
cumbed. 

We  leaped  ashore  in  the  midst  of  joyous  shouts,  and  were 
speedily  clasped  in  the  embraces  of  our  beloved  ones.  My  wife 
had  not  strength  to  utter  a  single  word  of  reproach,  though  we 
had  been  guilty  of  so  gross  an  imprudence.  The  gratitude  with 
which  she  was  animated  towards  God,  who  had  restored  us  to  her 
safe  and  sound,  absorbed  her  wholly. 
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Having  joined  in  mutual  devotion,  we  retired  into  our  apart- 
ments to  change  for  dry  habiliments  the  clothes  we  wore,  which 
the  rain  and  sea- water  had  completely  soaked. 

**  At  length,"  said  Frederick,  who  was  the  first  to  speak,  "  we 
are  once  more  at  home !  Well,  I  must  own  that  it  seems  to  me 
rather  difficult  to  say  how  we  have  got  here ;  yet  I  felt  no  fear — 
as  soon  as  I  was  satisfied  my  canoe  could  not  be  capsized  I  grew 
calm,  and  if  a  billow  came  upon  me,  held  my  breath  until  the 
wave  had  passed,  when  I  found  myself  in  the  same  position  as 
before ;  I  had  got  quit  of  it  with  no  gre^iter  damage  than  a  few 
mouthfuls  of  salt-water,  which  I  spat  out  immediately  afterwards. 
But  as  far  as  the  end  of  my  navigation  is  concerned,  it  was  as- 
suredly not  my  paddles  brought  me  ashore ;  a  stronger  hand  than 
mine  sustained  my  cajack  on  the  waves — the  hand  of  God,"  added 
the  young  man,  in  a  tone  of  deep  sincerity,  which  I  gladly  recog- 
nized. 

"  Wliat  a  day  this  has  been,  papa ! "  continued  Frederick,  .still 
pale  with  terror ;  "  was  it  not  an  awful  storm?" 

"  As  for  me,"  rejoined  Rudly, "  I  have  not  been  so  skilful  as 
Frederick,  but  have  swallowed  a  magnificent  allowance  of  sea- 
water  ;  and  I  can  promise  you  it  is  the  most  detestable  drink  that 
ever  passed  down  human  throat  I " 

"That  was  your  own  fault,  or  nearly  so,"  replied  his  elder 
brother,  "  and  happened  because  you  opened  your  jaws  to  their  full 
extent  when  the  wave  came.  What  you  ought  to  have  done  was, 
to  have  kept  your  lips  close  shut,  and  even,  if  need  were,  to  have 
bitten  them,  so  that  the  water  could  not  have  entered." 

"  I  don't  pretend  to  know  exactly  what  I  ought  to  have  done, 
but  I  could  never  have  gone  through  such  a  manoeuvre  while  occu- 
pied in  watching  Ernest,  who  never  opened  his  mouth,  but  made 
m  revenge  the  strangest  grimaces  fear  ever  suggested." 

"  Ah,  indeed  1 "  replied  our  professor,  somewhat  bitterly.  "  I 
am  delighted  at  having  been  able  to  amuse  Master  Rudly  at  a 
moment  when  amusement  was  not  a  thing  very  easily  obtained. 
And  however  contorted  may  have  been  my  countenance — what- 
ever may  have  been  my  terror — I  do  not  think  I  caused  much 
embarrassment  by  my  complaints,  or  by  any  manifestations  of  fear." 
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"That  is  true,"  I  interrupted;  "and  if  Ernest  was  afraid,  he 
knew  how  to  keep  his  thoughts  and  feelings  to  himself;  he  recol- 
lected that  a  danger  is  rendered  greater  and  more  embarrassing 
than  it  really  is,  if  we  give  way  to  all  the  fruitless  exclamations 
which  fear  so  frequently  inspires." 

"  No  good  can  be  gained,"  remarked  the  mother,  "  by  attempt- 
ing now  to  estimate  the  degree  of  alarm  each  one  of  us  experienced. 
One  thing  is  certain — that  we  were  fully  justified  in  our  alarm, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  our  little  boastful  Rudly.  And 
for  my  part,  I  freely  acknowledge  that  I  must  have  sunk  beneath 
the  burden  of  my  anxiety  if  I  had  not  entrusted  my  spirit  to  the 
hands  of  our  Saviour." 

"  And  thus  you  chose  the  better  part,  pious  and  excellent  woman! 
No>v,"  I  added,  "  that  the  danger  is  past,  and  we  may  cast  a 
look  behind,  let  us  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  solidity  of  our 
equipment.  Our  bark-built  periagua  made  head  against  the  storm 
like  a  ship  of  the  line,  and  however  wild  might  be  the  sea,  I  would 
not  hesitate  to  push  off  in  her  to  the  relief  of  a  vessel  in  dis- 
tress." 

*'  Undoubtedly,"  cried  Frederick,  "  your  praise  of  the  periagua  is 
well  deserved,  and  I  willingly  grant  her  the  patent  of  solidity 
which  you  claim  for  her ;  but  my  cajack  should  also  share  in  the 
honours  of  the  day,  for  though  twice  or  thrice  submerged,  nothing 
has  given  way  in  her  frail  structure;  so  that  I  would  not  be  the  last 
to  accompany  you,  my  father.  Nevertheless  it  would  perhaps  be 
better  not  to  go  out  to  assist  the  ships,  since  for  that  purpose  we 
should  have  to  venture  out  into  the  open." 

"  Ah,  well,"  said  Rudly,  laughing,  "  what  fine  life-boat  men  you 
would  make !  The  shipwrecked  must  take  care  to  be  cast  away  in 
calm  weather  and  a  smooth  sea." 

"  Why,"  added  Frederick,  pursuing  his  idea, — "  why  should  we 
not  erect  in  Shark  Island  a  kind  of  fort,  where  we  might  fire  at 
need  a  signal-gun  ?  The  echoes  would  be  repeated  through  wind 
and  rain ;  the  poor  creatures  in  distress  would  reply  to  us,  and  then 
we  might  hasten  to  their  rescue." 

"  Yes,  yes ;  and  then  we  should  see  the  face  of  man  again ! " 
replied  my  young  people,  trembling  with  joy,  and  carried  away  by 
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tbftt  Btrong  secret  instinct  of  Bociability  vUch  binds  togetber  all  the 
mcmbeis  of  the  humau  race ; — "  men  on  thta  cout  1  men  like  om- 
eelves  t     Oh,  what  happiness  it  would  be ! " 

"  Assuredly,  all  this  would  be  very  delightful  if  I  had  the  en- 
chanted cap  of  Prince  Fortunatus  at  my  disposal,  and  could  quietly 
take  a  cannon  under  each  arm,  just  as  the  bird  in  the  old  faiiy 
tale  transported  clepbanta  and  rhinoceroses  in  his  beak  above  the 
rocks.  OtlicrwiM,  I  do  not  exactly  see  how  I  am  to  mount  a  piece 
of  ordnance  on  the  projected  fortr(«8  in  Shark  Ldand.  Ah  1  gentle- 
men, your  imaginations  are  nimble,  and  it  is  truly  marrellouB  to 
see  with  what  hajipy  felicity  they  OTcrride  every  difficulty.  Petta  ! 
you  propose  to  constnict  a  fort  in  the  sea,  and  to  mount  its  battle- 
ments with  cannon, — and  how  ?  By  the  strength  of  a  man,  assisted 
by  four  youths  and  a  woman — the  latter  undoubtedly  a  gooil 
housekeeper,  but  a  complete  novice  in  military  engineering ! " 

"  But  it  appears  to  me,"  said  my  wife,  in  a  slightly  ironical 
tone,  "  that  instead  of  pouring  out  so  many  complaints,  you  ought 
rather  to  approve  of  Frederick's  projects,  for  oil  the  difficulties  con- 
trived for  you  by  the  imagination  of  your  sons  are  60  many  triumphs 
prepared  to  cro(vn  you  with  laurel !" 

"Good!  good!"  answered  I,  laughing;  "  but,  if  you  pleose,  we 
will  adjourn  for  tlic  present  this  last  triumph  you  are  kind  enough 
to  design  for  me,  and  will  occupy  ourselves  in  securing  our  boats." 

This  work  we  immediately  began ;  the  peri ngua  was  drawn  up 
on  the  sand,  tlio  cajack  was  stowed  away  in  the  grotto,  and  the 
head  of  the  sea-horse,  and  tho  strips  we  liail  cut  of  his  hide,  were 
transported  to  our  workshop,  to  undergo  the  requisite  preparation 
before  they  were  converted  iiito  ornaiiicntH  for  the  cajack. 

The  rain,  meanwhile,  ha<l  been  so  heavy  that  tho  Jackal  River 
had  suddenly  overflowed,  and  its  waters  spreading  over  the  fieldit, 
had  so  much  ilanit^'cd  some  of  our  buildings  as  to  render  necessary 
their  immediate  repair. 

While  we  were  occupied  in  surveying  the  cstent  of  the  mischief, 
chance  led  us  to  a  new  discovery — namely,  of  some  little  pears, 
about  the  si^e  of  an  olive  or  a  small  plum,  scattered  all  over  the 
sand.  Their  appearance  was  so  templing  that  uiy  children  attacked 
them  inuuediatcly,  but  scarcely  had  they  totichcd  them  witli  their 
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Cloves 
iCaryophyllus  a/ramoHeus). 


teeth  ere  they  flung  them  away  in  disgust :  Master  Knips,  who 
had  also  tasted  them,  showed  himself 
equally  emphatic  in  his  disapproval.  In 
my  turn,  I  was  anxious  to  know  what 
this  new  fruit  might  really  be,  and  re- 
cognized with  much  satisfaction  that  it 
was  that  of  the  clove, — a  new  culinary 
treasure  to  be  ranked  side  by  side  with  the  pepper,  the  cinnamon, 
and  the  other  spices  which  already  figured  in  our  ragouts. 

The  clove  grows  in  the  Molucca  Islands,  which  lie  nearly  under 
the  Equator,  and  in  form  and  size  it  resembles  our  European  laurel. 
Its  trunk  is  about  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  is  hard,  branched, 
and  clothed  with  a  bark  like  that  of  the  olive.  Its  branches, 
which  extend  horizontally  to  a  considerable  distance,  are  of  a  bright 
red  colour,  and  abundantly  provided  with  alternate  leaves  like 
those  of  the  laurel,  full  of  ribs,  and  with  somewhat  wavy  edges ; 
the  leaves  are  borne  on  a  stalk,  about  an  inch  in  length ;  the  flowers 
grow  in  tufts  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches;  they  are  rose- 
shaped,  with  four  blue  petals,  and  of  a  very  pungent  odour. 

In  the  middle  of  the  flower  clusters  a  number  of  purplish  sta- 
mens; the  calyx  is  cylindrical,  divided  into  four  parts  at  its  summit; 
of  the  colour  of  soot,  and  aromatic  in  flavour.  After  the  flower 
has  dried,  it  changes  into  a  fruit  of  the  shape  of  an  olive  or  an 
ovoid,  having  but  one  green  capsule — which  at  first  is  whitish, 
afterwards  reddish,  and  then  a  blackish-brown— containing  a  hard 
oblong  almond,  marked  by  a  furrow  or  groove  throughout  its  entire 
length. 

If  left  upon  the  tree,  it  does  not  fall  spontaneously  until  the 
following  year :  although  its  aromatic  virtue  may  be  slight,  it  may 
still  serve  for  planting ;  and  in  the  space  of  eight  or  nine  years 
the  nut  grows  into  a  great  fruit-producing  tree. 

The  Dutch  are  accustomed  to  preserve  the  fresh  cloves  with 
sugar,  and  on  sea-voyages  they  eat  them  after  meals  to  assist 
digestion,  and  as  an  anti-scorbutic. 

The  nuts  are  gathered  before  the  leaves  expand.  The  season 
lasts  from  October  until  February ;  the  picking  is  done  by  hand. 
Those  which  remain  on  the  upper  boughs  are  brought  down  by 
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long  rods,  and  received  in  linen  cloths  spread  upon  the  ground 
heueath  the  tree.  Sometimes  they  are  allowed  to  drop,  after 
the  grass  has  been  cleared  away  with  exceeding  care.  When 
first  gathered,  the  cloves  are  of  a  reddish-broNvn  colour,  but  they 
turn  black  on  drying.  They  are  also  exposed  on  screens  to  the 
smoke  of  great  fires  for  a  few  days,  and  thus,  it  is  said,  acquire  the 
colour  which  they  have  when  imported.  None  know  better  how 
to  turn  the  clove  to  advantage  than  the  Dutch  settlers  of  Temate, 
who  were  at  one  time  its  sole  cultivators,  and  supplied  all  the  world 
with  this  valuable  spice.  The  clove,  the  cinnamon,  and  the  nutmeg 
compose  the  circle  in  which,  to  a  very  large  extent,  all  their  com- 
mercial and  industrial  activity  still  revolves. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Falcon's  Nest  we  carried  out  a  series 
of  works  intended  to  guard  against  fresh  ravages,  in  case  another 
hurricane  should  visit  our  shores.  During  this  labour,  we  were 
visited,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Jackal  River,  by  a  superb  company 
of  salmon.  We  cauglit  a  certain  quantity,  which  we  salted  and 
smoked,  and  cured  according  to  the  ordinary  method.  "We  kept  a 
few  in  reserve,  and  as  it  were  at  anchor — so  that  we  could  find 
them  when  wanted — by  passing  a  stout  cord  through  their  mouth 
and  ears ;  just  in  the  same  fashion  as  the  fishermen  treat  the  stur- 
geons which  they  would  fain  take  alive  up  the  Danube  to  Vienna. 

**  What ! "  said  Fritz,  with  an  air  of  simple  astonishment,  "  is 
not  the  salmon  a  salt-water  fish  in  this  country?  This  is  the 
second  time  we  have  found  it  in  a  fresh- water  river." 

"  Little  one,"  replied  Ernest,  TJ^v/e.v.sormY/y,  "  the  salmon  belongs 
as  much  to  the  ocean  as  to  the  rivers  which  flow  into  it.  It  is 
a  superb  fish,  and  its  red  and  tender  flesh  is  worth  all  the  trouble 
we  take  to  secure  it. 

"  Its  head,  as  you  see,  is  sharp  and  small,  in  comparison  with  its 
large  body.  Its  mouth  is  of  a  tolerable  capacity ;  the  upper  jaw 
is  more  elongated  when  the  mouth  is  closed ;  its  nostrils  are  pierced 
with  two  holes,  rather  nearer  the  eyes  than  the  snout.  Its  eyes, 
situated  at  the  side  of  the  head,  are  round,  with  a  silvery  iris, 
slightly  tinged  with  green,  and  its  eyeball  is  black. 

*' The  total  lengtli  of  the  salmon  is  between  twenty-eight  and 
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thirty  inches.  Some  very  curious  anatomical  obseiTations  have 
been  made  upon  its  entrails.  The  localities  where  this  fish 
abounds  are  the  Baltic  and  the  estuaries  which  empty  their  waters 
into  that  sea.  The  peculiar  characteristic  which  distinguishes  it 
from  all  other  fish  is  its  constant  struggle  with  the  current  of  the 
rivers ;  it  leaps  with  great  agility,  and  often  springs  across  really 
considerable  spaces.  Its  principal  enemy  is  the  leech,  which  tor- 
ments and  exhausts  it  by  incessant  attacks.  Hence  result,  in  a 
certain  degree,  the  agility  and  impetuosity  it  throws  into  its  leaps. 

"  The  salmon  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  largest  river-fishes 
known  to  naturalists;  it  sometimes  equals  the  thimny  in  size. 
Individuals  weighing  thirty  and  forty  pounds  are  often  caught.  Its 
skin  is  somewhat  thick ;  its  flesh,  on  the  under-parts,  is  mingled 
with  fat,  and  especially  on  the  belly.  This  flesh,  before  being 
cooked,  is  of  a  whitish  tint,  and  acquires  its  fine  red  colour  through 
the  action  of  the  heat  or  the  salt." 

Here  Rudly  interrupted  the  lecture  by  some  ill-timed  jest :  he 
accused  the  professor  of  being  quite  as  much  of  a  cook  as  a  man  of 
science ;  but  the  latter  contented  himself  with  a  smile,  and  replied, 
in  a  tone  of  profound  disdain, — 

'^  I  pity  those  simpletons  who,  being  unable  to  rise  to  the  height 
of  science,  console  themselves  by  disparaging  it." 

Meanwhile  we  had  resumed  the  peaceable  course  of  our  domestic 
occupations,  when,  one  clear  calm  night,  I  was  suddenly  aroused  by 
a  chorus  of  howls  and  cries,  as  if  all  the  jackals  of  the  country, 
and  the  bears  or  tigers  of  the  savannah,  had  invaded  our  domains 
in  a  body.  I  rose  in  alarm,  and  arming  myself  with  a  fowling- 
piece,  moved  towards  the  gate  of  the  grotto,  which  we  had  been 
accustomed  to  leave  open,  to  admit  the  fresh  air  during  the  night. 
Frederick  had  already  anticipated  me ;  I  found  him  half-dressed, 
and  preparing  also  to  confront  the  danger. 

"  What  can  it  be,  father?"  he  said,  in  an  anxious  voice ;  "  can 
it  be  a  new  invasion  of  jackals?" 

I  dissembled  the  real  fear  which  I  experienced,  and  endeavoured 
to  reassure  my  son  by  suggesting  that  probably  our  pigs  had 
thought  proper  to  pay  us  a  nocturnal  visit.  I  had  no  idea  I  was 
speaking  so  near  the  truth. 

33 
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We  sut  fortli,  ami  behold  I  wc  found  our  dogs  and  Rudl^'a  jackil 
ongngtnl  in  combat  with  two  or  three  boAn  of  prodigious  siie  ud 
KtreiiKth ;  a  life  nf  liberty  in  the  fieldn  had  answerad  wo&derfnllf 
u-rll  with  our  ohi  sow  nnd  her  Une(^. 

Our  Rrtt  procccdinf;  wu  to  indulge  in  hearty  laughter;  then 
wc  sought  to  recall  our  <logR,  but  it  whb  no  eaaj  taak.  They  lud 
fniitcncil  on  the  cars  of  the  unfortunate  pign,  and  our  sommona  ud 
menaces  were  equally  powerlow  to  make  them  let  go.  We  wert 
iiLligcil  ti>  force  open  their  jaws  with  our  hands  before  we  dohU 
put  a  stop  to  the  Imttle ;  the  pigs,  released  from  the  oonstniiit 
tiicy  hail  KufftTcd,  never  stopped  for  advice  or  warning,  and  w«e 
Roiin  in  full  flifrlit  for  the  Jackal  River,  by  which  they  had  enlend 
into  onr  tcrritorii-s. 

At  first  I  asrril>o'l  this  invasion  to  some  nt^Iigence  on  our  mtI, 
thinking  that  the  pif:;s  iniist  have  found  Family  Bridge  acceanbl^ 
nnd  thnt  we  liail  foif,'otton  to  rnnovo  its  planks.  But  I  was  miii- 
taken :  all  the  planks  had  Ix-cn  carricil  Away,  and  the  andocioiu 
nconi- I'll  tern  hail  very  skilfully  croRBed  the  pass  on  the  posts  which 
fonneil  the  tramewoik  of  the  hriilRe. 

This  ineident  eonnnccd  lue  that  Family  Bridge  no  longer  nif- 
ficod  fi)r  our  security.  TnKtcad  of  acting  as  a  barrier,  it  really 
furnished  a  nican^  of  entrance  into  our  domains.  For  a  Ion;;  time 
I  had  cherished  the  idea  of  a  drawbridge ;  the  moment  for  carrying 
it  nut  seemed  now  to  have  arrived.  Certee,  a  drawbridge  was  no 
small  work  to  uixlortakc;  but  after  building  a  couple  of  ships, 
afler  ntteuipting  and  Kucccxsrully  completing  twenty  other  enter- 
prises which  bore  witness  to  our  intelligence  and  skill  in  the  art 
of  carpentry,  I  felt  thnt  the  conKtruclion  of  a  bridge  ought  not  to 
dismay  uh. 

I  knew  something  o(  swiug-briilgeH ;  but  as  I  had  neither  screw 
nor  winch — as,  moreover,  any  work  of  that  class  would  have  pre- 
sented difficulties  against  which  my  science  would,  perhaps,  Iiave 
been  ivrccked,  I  fixed  on  the  simplest  of  nil  drowbridges :  between 
two  upright  posts  I  constructed  an  oasily-niovcd  platform,  and  by 
means  of  two  ropes,  a  lover,  and  a  countcrpoiMe,  whose  force  and 
diOerent  actions  I  mutually  combined,  I  attained  the  object  I  hail 
proposed  to  myself,  ami  we  were  soon  provided  with  a  briilge  which 
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coulil  be  raised  or  lowered  without  any  groat  exjionditure  of 
strength.  Tliis  woiilil  be  Ruiiicieiit  to  ensuic  us  against  any  iiicur- 
Hion  of  nnimats,  though  the  Jackal  Kiver  was  neither  wide  enough 
nor  deep  enough  to  oppose  any  real  obHtnclc  to  a  more  scrioua 
iittack.     However  thin  might  be,  we  hod  not  tlic  less  embellished 


r  territories  with  o  new  chef  d'ceuvre,  and  my  boys  executed  a 
ousand   gyninaslio   exercisea   nrotmd    tho    posts  of    the  draw- 


ii'h  they  raised  and  lowered  until  tired  of  the  nine  days' 


Then  it  met  with  the  fate  of  every  novelty ;  admiration  is  so 
quickly  exhausted  I  And  if  they  still  clomb  to  the  top  of  the  posts, 
it  was  simply  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  from  tliat  elevation 
the  antelopes  and  gazelles  which  bounded  over  the  plains  of 
Falcon's- Nest. 

"How  light  and  nimble,"  said  Budly,  "are  these  graceful 
animals!  They  Bcarccly  skim  the  ground.  What  a  pity  we  cannot 
tame  them,  or  at  least  get  near  them  without  their  starting  off 
immediately,  like  a  cloud  of  dust  before  the  windl  It  would 
be  HO  pleasant  to  ace  them  come  and  quench  their  thirst  in  tho 
brook  while  we  were  working  on  its  bank ! " 

"  To  gain  this  end,"  said  Kmest,  "  we  must  imitate  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Georgia  in  their  moite  of  attracting  the  buffalo." 
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"  Tush  I "  cried  Ru<11y,  "  can  yoa  not,  profeaaor,  dxmw  your  ex- 
niMpkii  from  riiiiii?  {itan;  n  little  nearer  home?" 

"  l-'or  tilt!  world  of  thought,"  replied  the  profeasor,  grtnAy, 
"  iliHtanoe  <1ouh  not  exist ;  and  it  would  be  better,  perhaps,  to  know 
how  the  Georgians  attract  their  buSaloes,  than  to  reject  the  procen 
without  conRideration  hecsuse  Georgia  is  too  far  off  ! " 

■'  Oh,  well,  Mr.  Professor,  we  will  hoar  your  lecture." 

The  profesHO]',  who  willingly  forgot  the  jests  and  sarcaamB  runed 
upon  hitn  if  he  had  an  opportunity  of  holding  forth  in  scientific 
language,  hcguu  very  tranquilly  to  explain  his  idea. 

"  III  the  HavnnnalM  ol  North  America,"  said  he,  "  od  the  dope 
of  the  h»ig  ehain  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  ore  found  at  certain 
jioiiitH  beils  of  marl  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  soil,  which 
eoiitoin  the  xullx  [H'culiui'ly  relished  by  wild  and  domestic  animals; 
thu  buirahicK  especially  i-rowd  in  great  numbers  around  these  liaits 
prejiuri'd  for  them  by  Nature's  own  hand.  There  the  ualivex  lie 
in  wnit  for  theiii,  and  there  they  join  in  a  choso  as  productive  as  il 

"  In  dufault  of  the  saline  marl  and  the  natural  bait,  we  may,  if 
you  will,"  continued  our  lecturer,  "  prepare  for  the  antelopes  and 
gazelleii  :i  kind  of  artificial  bait,  which  these  graceful  animals  will 
o-isureilly  put  ionize.  I'or  this  purjiose  we  need  only  mix  together 
souie  |H>reehiin  clay  and  suit." 

''Agrei'd!  uj,'reed!"  shouted  all  the  hoys  unnnimoufily  ;  "long 
live  PrufesMor  Einest,  head-uiaster  in  the  academy  of  Teut-town, 
doctor,  librarian,  cuntte  of  the  tnuseuui,  natundist,  Ae.  &c.  &c." 

To  arrange  an  excursion,  and  to  solicit  permission,  was  the  affair 
o(  a  second ;  and  my  youTig  headstrong  lads  promised  themselves 
so  much  pleasure  from  it,  that  I  had  not  the  courage  to  contradict 
them. 

"  Thanlis,  thanks,  thanks,  papa ! "  was  the  general  exclamation ; 
"  nn  excursion  is  a  great  dool  iiLore  amusing  than  bridge- building." 

"  1  will  go  and  make  some  pommican,"  said  Frederick;  '"we 
have  enougli  bear's  meat  left  for  the  purpose." 

"  And  I,"  Kaid  Rudly,  with  a  niysteriousness  very  unusual  to 
him,  "  will  take  a  couple  of  pigeons  with  me.  I  intend  to  do 
Something  with  them  ;  but  ieA<((  is  my  secret." 
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"  And  I,"  added  little  Fritz,  "  will  look  to  the  harness;  and  if 
Frederick  will  listen  to  me,  we  will  take  the  cajack  with  us;  it 
will  glide  splendidly  over  the  surface  of  the  lake,  and  we  may  suc- 
ceed, perhaps,  in  catching  some  black  swans.  Ah,  that  would  be 
a  noble  capture  1  A  pair  of  black  swans  would  have  a  fine  effect 
in  our  basin  at  Falcon 's-Nest/' 

The  weather  was  pure  and  serene  ;  and  all  things  promised  my 
young  adventurers  a  delightful  and  most  enjoyable  excursion. 

Frederick  repaired  to  his  mother,  whom  he  found  busily  engaged 
in  her  kitchen -garden.  He  saluted  her  with  all  the  grace  of  an 
accomplished  cavalier,  and  asked  her  if  she  would  give  him  a  few 
slices  of  bear's  meat  to  make  some  pemmican. 

"  Tell  me,  in  the  first  place,"  replied  his  mother,  "  what  is 
pemmican?" 

'*  A  provision  well  known  and  much  esteemed  in  North  America. 
It  is  almost  the  sole  food  of  the  Canadian  trappera.  It  is  composed 
of  the  flesh  of  a  bear  or  a  deer,  macerated  and  pounded  until  it  is 
reduced  to  a  very  small  compass." 

"  And  what  is  the  cause  of  your  sudden  Canadian  tastes?  The 
dish,  I  think,  cannot  be  calculated  to  prove  particularly  agreeable 
to  an  epicure's  palate!  Bear's  flesh,  macerated  and  pounded, 
must  produce  a  curious  article," 

"  Ah,  mother,  our  tastes  originate  in  an  excursion  we  are  going 
to  make  towards  the  savannah,  and  the  pemmican  is  to  be  our 
travelling  provision." 

"What!"  exclaimed  our  good  mother,  in  a  tone  of  subdued 
irritation,  "  another  excursion  resolved  upon  in  my  absence  I  Ah, 
young  gentleman,  you  have  found  a  capital  way  of  anticipating  all 
my  objections." 

Frederick  then  exercised  all  his  address  to  persuade  his  mother 
that  she  had  not  been  excluded  from  the  council ;  and  flattered 
her  so  successfully  that  the  young  rogue  soon  returned  with  the 
supply  of  bear's  flesh  which  he  was  in  want  of.  The  manufacture 
of  the  pemmican  commenced  immediately,  under  Frederick's  orders 
and  direction. 

The  flesh  was  pounded,  kneaded,  and  afterwards  seasoned  with 
salt  and  spices,  and  after  two  days*  work  had  lost  half  its  origiual 
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viiliiiiio.  I  tii^W  tliu  vinuil,  on  which  Frederick  proiiounceil  a 
]<'iiiil>[>iis  <-iil<>h'iuni ;  it  diil  not  Apt>oar  to  ms  ibnolutely  bad. 

'nil'  ycniii^  iidvcuturora  then  gathered  the  bogs,  psonicn,  ind 
ull  t)iu  iiti'iisilii  which  were  likely  to  be  useful.  Eren  our  old 
hIi-iIki-  iMtiie  in  tor  n  turn ;  it  was  taken  off  the  cannon -wheels  od 
nliirh  it  had  I)ri-n  niountml,  and  cramined  full  of  ba;,;giige.  The 
i-jijmk,  the  provisions,  tlio  [lowdor  and  shot,  tho  how  and  arrows— 
tLiilIiiii>;  WHS  fi>r$;ottcn;  a  Ru|iply  uf  rico  and  salt  was  aluo  taLen, 
iLud  twenty  other  artieies  whiih  I  had  omitted,  A  caravan  about 
to  jiluiii^i  into  the  ileserts  of  Arabia  could  not  liavc  made  greater 
or  nmre  eiuiiiilete  preiMirations. 

Till!  uioriiiii.!^  iif  departure  arrived.  Everybody  was  up  before 
ilayhreak.  Itmlly.  (vithout  saying  a  word,  stoic  into  the  dovc-cotu, 
tind  Inrik  iVoni  it  .'^•veral  pairs  ot  European  pigeoux.  They  be- 
l.-n-i'd  to  tlie  kind  oilled  <l<:m!-l'ees.  ThcBO  have  a,  ring  of  ri'l 
nniiid  fli.-ir  eyes,  and  are  inehide^l  in  the  family  which  Buffmi 
has  iianx'd  (:J.,„ilw.  hiivca: 

''  U'ell,"  sail!  I  to  ihu  young  adventurer,  as  he  placed  with  great 
care  his  tiniiil  and  frightened  pigeons  in  their  basket,  "  it  appears 
that  yiiu  gentlemen  do  not  intend  to  bo  contented  with  your 
(^utuiilian  viands,  and  are  taking  due  precautions  in  conaeqiience ; 
hnt  1  fear  y<iii  Iiave  made  a  veiy  poor  clioiee,  and  that  the  flcsli  oE 
these  <ild  piguiin.s  won't  be  much  bettor  than  the  poniniicau." 

The  young  niKcal  eyed  me  laughingly,  and  luadc  tio  answer  to 
my  remark.  Only,  just  ait  they  were  about  to  start,  I  saw  liiiii 
wjiisperiug  mysteriously  with  Ernest;  bnt  they  were  so  secret  in 
all  their  arrangements,  that  I  was  compelled  to  remain  contented 
in  my  ignorance,  with  tlie  certainty  that  they  were  prei>aring  for 
ine  some  surprise. 

At  length  thoy  set  out ;  their  mother  rei>eatcd  to  tlicni  several 
times  her  ndviee  to  be  prudent;  we  embraced  them,  and  they  soon 
disappeared  in  a  cloud  of  dust,  with  their  steeds  and  the  sledge. 
Krnest  remuinoil  at  homo  with  his  mother  and  me;  I  took  him  to 
assist  me  in  the  construction  of  a  machine  wlach  I  had  long  medi- 
tated, and  which  my  wife  urgently  solicited  me  to  nndertaho ; — a 
tiugar- pressing  mill  to  extract  from  the  canes  the  juice  they  con- 
tained.    We  set  to  work  without  the  loss  of  a  moment.     The 
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niadiiiic,  coinpoecJ  of  three  upright  vyliadera,  differed  little  from 
ordinary  crushing- mills,  except  that  I  so  planned  it  as  to  render 
it  capable  of  boing  workod  by  our  aniuialu,  aud  to  dispenBe  with 
our  own  labour. 

Our    task    naturally   led   ua  to   talk   of    the    uiauufocture   of 

"  A  few  more  improvomenta,"  said  Ernsiit,  laughing,  "  aud  wo 
shall  aoon  have  at  Teut-town  a  complete  sugar- refinery." 

"Wait  awhile,"  anawcred  I;  "between  a  refinery  and  our 
mechanical  crushing- mill  there  exists  a  wide  interval,  and  I  do 
not  think  wc  sliall  succeed  very  readily  in  bridging  it  over.  For 
the  nianufacture  of  liUgar,  workshops,  utensils,  and  a  mass  of 
materials  ore  required,  which  our  scanty  means  forbid  us  to  think 
of." 

"  So  I  should  think,"  answered  the  professor;  "  though,  to  tell 
the  truth,  I  have  hut  very  imperfect  notions  about  sugar  and  the 
processes  by  which  the  sweet  thick  juice  we  extract  from  these 
canes  is  converted  into  a  white  and  solid  matter,  crystallized,  pure, 
and  shining." 

This  phrase,  in  Ernest's  mouth,  was  equivalent  to  a  formal 
request  that  I  would  recall  to  mind  all  the  facte  I  knew  aboat 
sugar,  aud  make  it  the  subject  of  a  detailed  dissertation.  I  did 
not  allow  my  little  professor  to  remain  long  unsatisfied. 


uoAB."  I  began,  "  couies  froui  the  plant 
you  know  of,  the  sugar-cane,  on 
which  we  have  just  been  exercising 
our  industrial  capacity. 

"  The  sugar-cane  is  easily  culti- 
vated   and   propagated;    it   is   only 
necessary  to   lay  the  canoe  in   the 
furrows,  aud  from  each  knot  springa 
a  slioot,  which  soon   becomes   the 
low  stem.     In  from  nine  to  ten  months  it  arrives  at 
It  is  then  cut ;  the  leaves  are  thrown  aside,  and  the 
crushed  under  rollers  of  very  hard  wood ;  the  liquor  which 
flows  forth,  aud  is  called  the  '  honey  of  tho  cane,'  is — sugar. 


maturity. 
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"  Tin;  llrst  thing  now  to  be  done  with  the  honey  of  the  cane  ii 
to  kiiil  it:  IliiH  uiiurntitm  ought  to  be  inataotAnaonH ;  at  the  end 
uf  tiveiity-foiir  hours  it  grows  nther  sharp,  and  soon  afterwudi  ii 
i-liaiif^'il  i  I  It  II  vitK'^fiir. 


"  It  is  bnilwl  for  H  wlmle  ilfty,  ivjilt-r  I'cing  poured  into  it  from 
time  ti>  time,  ami  the  seething  mtus  being  iikiniineii ;  the  froth 
thu-s  obtained  is  nseii  for  fattening  aniinttle.  Still  further  to 
rleaiiHC  the  sugar,  it  w  mixed  with  a  strong  ley  of  woad-aabes  enil 
(luickliine,  and  again  Kkimuit'il  continual!; ;  afterwards,  the  liquor 
la  Rtraiiiftit  through  a  cloth. 

"The  residuum,  in  aonio  places,  serves  aa  food  for  swine;  in 
others,  it  is  diluted  with  water,  allowed  to  ferment,  and  made  into 
wino.  The  liquor  is  boiled  anew;  the  ebullition  is  kept  down  by 
dropiiing  in  a  few  spoonfuls  of  oil,  for  the  sraaUest  quantity  of 
acid  would  prevent  the  sugar  ti'oni  crj'RtHilizing  and  acquiring  a 
solid  consistency. 

"  While  still  warm  the  liquor  is  poured  into  earthen  mouldii, 
shaped  like  hollow  cones,  rounded  at  the  two  extremitioG   and 
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open  at  either  end — the  little  aperture  at  the  apex  being  Btopped 
up  with  wood,  straw,  or  linen.  All  the  processes  which  take 
place  in  the  preparation  and  refining  of  sugar  tend  to  free  the 
essence  from  a  honey-like  sugar  which  would  injure  its  whiteness, 
firmness,  and  the  fineness  and  glitter  of  its  grain.  The  little 
aperture,  then,  is  opened  to  permit  the  honey-like  sugar  to  flow 
through ;  while  over  the  upper  part  of  the  mould  is  poured  a  clear 
paste  made  of  white  clayey  earth.  The  water  takes  up  the  gluti- 
nous substance  of  the  earth,  and  percolates  through  the  body  of 
the  sugar,  washing  the  small  grains,  and  purifying  them  of  their 
honied  juice. 

"After  forty  days,  the  sugar  is  sufficiently  dry  and  solid;  it 
has  acquired  a  reddish-brown  colour,  and  is  then  called  clayed  red 
sugar  (sucre  terr6  rouge).  If  it  is  of  a  gray-whitish  colour,  and 
in  friable  morsels,  it  is  named  muscovado — this  is  the  material  of 
which  all  the  other  kinds  of  sugar  are  made.  When  the  muscovado 
has  undergone  afresh  nearly  all  the  operations  I  have  just  described, 
it  is  still  further  purified,  and  becomes  ca^onada,  the  best  of 
which  is  white  and  dry,  and  has  an  odour  of  violet.  Cassonada, 
purified  in  the  same  manner,  either  by  the  whites  of  eggs  or  by 
bullock's  blbod,  yields  the  refined  sugar,  or  sugar  royal^  so  named 
on  account  of  its  purity  and  shining  grain. 

"  This  sugar,  when  very  dry,  produces,  on  being  struck  by  the 
finger,  a  kind  of  sound ;  and,  if  struck  or  rubbed  in  the  darkness 
with  a  knife,  gives  forth  a  phosphoric  gleam. 

"  Twelve  hundred  pounds  of  refined  sugar  will  not  yield  more 
than  six  hundred  pounds  of  sugar  royal. 

"  The  honied  liquor  which  distils  through  the  moulds  does  not 
grow  thicker  than  honey ;  which  is  the  reason  it  is  called  *  honey 
of  sugar,'  *  remel,'  and,  more  commonly,  *  mSlasse,'  or  *  molasses.' 
Sugar-candy  is  simply  sugar  melted  several  times  and  then  crystal- 
lized; it  is  both  white  and  red.  In  Holland  a  very  extensive 
commerce  is  carried  on  in  all  kinds  of  sugars — especially  those  of 
the  East  Indies,  Brazil,  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  Saint  Domingo, 
Martinique,  and  Surinam.  Brazil  sugar  is  not  so  white  as  that 
of  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  and  St.  Domingo,  and  is  thicker  and 
more  oily/' 
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\Miili  uo  woro  eii„ugt.-d  la  tranquil  diiMertjttions,  our  finii^ 
nhoiitunrs  jmr^ut.><l  tlicir  journey,  tuarcbing  in  tfaa  direction  of 
iho  iia\oiiiii]i  The  oOLUpstions  of  the  first  few  d»yt  were  dta- 
unnlii  JiicrilN.  I  I  y  tl  (.luaelves  in  the  following  lungrmgw  ■ — 


TIit>    lul 
H  .  \y.c  an  1  tl 


SI  1    tilt)   iut«rvti  iiiig  lipNce    between   EuuIt 
M  In   uliii-h  v-e  had  chnstcned  Woudlsnd  v 


llirii  ilu(,t.  wliirt.  tliev  iiiUuU  1  tj  laha  the  mDaimlLTof  the  lUy, 
«lioi  on  ujir  ichmi,  tliL  f  iiii  tlity  huddenlv  litard  in  the  dii- 
1  iiiLu  a  HiicCLSNi  II  (f  ouiiils  like  tlie  aLtents  of  tlio  haman  voice. 
U  u  lus  I  ktud  ur  ]  r  1  nt,c  I  laui^liler  Lut  with  buiuetlnug  sinister 
ill  itfl  t  in,  TIk  u  iials  lialti.1  nith  uvery  Mgn  of  slnmi  the 
il  gH  Icgau  tu  lioul  ai  1  tlii.  tsliith  uiobt  terrified  of  nil  flew  in 
the  dircLti  ii  of  thi.  Sunn  Lokt  with  a  rapidity  n)  ich  the  voice 
luid  oxLrtiuiis  of  i(k  ridir  uoiu  pouoiluw  to  contril 

IliL  same  accciitb  tontinued  to  make  tliuiiHthes  heard  and  the 
bill  and  oiaeU  ah  uiug  hi^iis  of  agitation  Frederick  uud  hiH 
brother  Hcru  ubligcd  tu  Kpiitg  to  the  grounl 

Thorc  niubt  bo  some  kiotioui  animal  joiider     Mid  Frederick 
to  InH  brother  ur  Bteeils  will  take  to  fliftht  it  we  don  t  contrive 

to  foiiton  iHliu  u]       til  I    ]u  Igi)  g  Iroiii  their  terror    the  animal 
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mugt  be  a  lion  or  a  tiger  or  Bonie  similar  beast  (to  a  few  Bteps 
forward  whilo  I  tie  up  tbe  bull  and  ouager  and  if  you  catch 
Bight  of  anything  return  to  me  in  all  haste  and  then  we  will 
decide  on  what  etepa  we  had  better  take      If  it  must  be  so  we 


will  remount  our  chargers  and  fl;  as  fast  as  we  can ;  unfortunately, 
Uudly  has  taken  the  opposite  direction 

Fritz  immediately  seised  his  gun  thrust  a  couple  of  pistols  into 
Lb  belt,  called  Folb  and  Braun  to  his  side,  agd  began  to  walk 
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very  quietly  in  the  direction  whence,  at  intenrftls,  the  extnordinur 
lau<;litcr  jircvniloil. 

IIo  liail  not  gone  more  tlian  thirty  paces,  stoopng,  and  walkii^ 
wiih  tliu  utitioKt  cauli'^n,  when  he  discovered  through  the  wood 
nti  choniioiiR  hytcns,  w)iich,  having  worried  one  of  our  Bhe«p,  wh 
on  ihc  |H>int  of  ilovonrinp  it ;  the  hlood  trickled  from  its  lipe,  and 
it  iittcrcil  a  kind  of  yelp  of  savage  joy,  like  a  hair-choked  buret  «r 
laughter. 

The  nppoarnncc  of  the  little  hunter  did  not  disturb  the  monsttr 
in  liis  hirli»>u)t  ropnst,  and  while  rolling  htx  flaming  eyeballi,  he 
continued  to  tear  liis  prey ;  Fritz,  however,  wiuited  neither  oonr- 
nge  nor  pix'si'iiee  of  mind,  lie  pinced  himself  behind  s  tree,  took 
aim  at  the  nniniul,  ami  lircil  two  barrels — and  with  bo  much  good 
luck  tkit  he  shaltcred  tho  hyn?na'H  forc-pawa,  and  pierced  tlie 
liya'na's  eliciit.  Tlic  dngH  then  intervened — their  terror  changeii 
to  rage — and  a  niDst  terrible  combat  nrone  between  them  and  (Ik 
liyieiia,  whose  ilouble  wound  had  augmentcil  his  ferocity.  The 
nir  wiiK  rent  with  confused  howlings,  barkings,  and  horrible  cries; 
bliioii  flriwcil ;  our  dogs  pressed  in  upon  tho  enemy,  but  received 
numerous  ncvere  wouiiils. 

Fieilerick,  having  fHstcned  up  the  onngor  and  the  bull  to  a  tree, 
rim  up  at  the  somul  of  the  double  report,  just  as  the  two  dot^ 
flunfj  tlieniticlves  on  tlio  Wlfled  monster.  He  would  fain  have 
terminated  the  strugij;Ie  willi  a  single  shot,  but  this  was  impossible, 
for  to  linvo  hit  the  hya-nn  would  have  been  to  bit  the  dogs.  So 
the  two  hids  were  emistrained  to  look  on,  and  await  the  naturai 
issue  of  the  fray.  Folb  sciaod  the  hyrena  by  the  throat,  ami 
lirauu  by  the  muBale ;  and  with  steadfast  grasp  they  clung  to 
him,  until  his  strength  was  exhausted,  and  lie  fell  lifeless  to  the 
ground.  ]tly  sons  uttered  a  joyous  shout,  snd  hastened  to  recall 
their  brave  and  stunly  dogs ;  they  dressed  tho  wounds  they  had 
Tccciveil,  anointing  them  with  bydrotuci  and  bcar's-fat  which  tbcy 
had  tnken  with  tlicin  to  eat. 

Soon  afterwanls,  Rudly  returned.  Ho  had  extricated  himself 
with  difficulty  from  the  middle  of  the  riw-field  into  which  the 
ostrich  had  run  for  refuge,  and  had  had  to  use  the  greatest  exertions 
before  that  frightened  creature  could  be  induced  to  retrace  his  steps. 
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On  seeing  tlie  monster  which  hia  brothers  had  courageously 
conquered  during  his  abxence,  Rudly  gave  full  reins  to  his  admira- 
tion, though  he  had  not  shared  in  the  achievement. 

In  fact,  the  byEBna,  with  hia  tawny  mane,  bristling  with  (»arM 
black  hair,  his  paws  armed  with  sharp  nails,  his  muzzle  elongated 
like  that  of  a  wolf,  his  eyes  small,  round,  and  red,  is  one  of  those 
beasts  of  prey  which  possess  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of 
ferocity. 

The  hytena  is  nearly  of  the  size  of  a  wild  boar,  but  his  body 
is  shorter  and  more  compact ;  ho  haa  a  very  square  and  short 
head ;  his  ears  are  long,  straight,  and  narrow ;  and  his  legs, 
eBpecially  the  bind  ones,  are  of  great  length;  hia  eyea  arc  placed 
like  those  of  a  dog;  the  hair  of  hi»i  budy  is  long;  the  mane  of  a 
dull  grayish  hue,  mixed  with  a  little  black  and  yellow  in  trans- 

Of  all  quadrupcda  he  ia  perhaps  the  only  one  wbicli  has  only 
four  toes  on  the  hind  as  well  as  the  fore  feet. 

This  wild  and  solitary  animal  inhabits  the  mountain- caves,  the 
recesses  of  the  rocks,  and  the  dcna  which  he  excavates  under 
the  earth.  Nothing  can  subdue  his  natural  ferocity,  and  though 
taken  young,  he  cannot  be  tamed.  He  lives  by  prey  like  the 
wolf,  but  is  stronger  and  much  more  courageous ;  he  sometimes 
attacks  men,  flings  himself  upon  the  cattle,  follows  in  the  track  of 
the  flocks,  and  breaks  open  under  cover  of  night  the  doors  of  the 
stalls  and  stables  ;  his  eyes  glow  like  coals  of  fire  in  the  darkneHs, 
and  it  ia  pretended  that  he  can  see  better  by  night  than  by  day. 
The  hyicna  defends  himself  against  the  lion  :  he  fears  not  the 
panther,  and  provokea  the  lynx.  When  prey  fails  him,  he  digs 
up  the  e^rth  with  hia  claws,  and  feeda  on  the  corpses  of  men  and 
the  carcasaes  of  animals.  He  is  found  in  nearly  all  the  warm 
latitudes  of  Asia  and  Africa. 

The  capture  of  this  animal  was,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  most 
heroic  actions  which  we  had  performed  since  our  settlement  on 
the  island. 

When  my  sons  had  conducted  their  caravan  to  Woodland, 
where  they  intended  to  establish  themselves  temporarily,  they  re- 
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liirned  for  tlii'ir  spoil,  ami  transportcil  it  to  Woodland  in  their 
Klrilgo.  Tlic  wliolc  of  tlic  following  day  was  devoted  to  skinning 
till-  nnimal,  anil  putting  tlie  skin  through  the  first  process  requisita 


tiiLB  our  three  boys  wcro  time  «a- 
gngecl,  my  wife,  Ernest,  ami  myHelt 
were  seated  pcocealily  under  the 
domed  roof  of  our  grotto. 

"Where  are  my  brothers?"  sniJ 
Ernest ;  "  I  predict  thnt  ere  long  we 
Klinll  hove  newB  of  tliem." 

"  Why  do  you  think  so '/"  aiiiivrcnil 
his  mother. 

dreams,"  auhwcrcd  he,  luughing. 
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"  Pshaw !  your  dreams  are  a  fine  nuthoiity  ! " 

While  they  were  thus  merrily  chatting,  a  bir<l,  whose  species 
we  could  not  distinguiHh  on  account  of  the  growing  JarkneBs, 
glided  through  the  open  doorway  of  the  pigeon-honse. 

"  Shut  the  door !  shut  the  door  1"  cried  Ernest,  "and  to-mor- 
row morning  we  shall  see  who  our  new  gueat  is.  Who  knows? — 
he  is  perhaps  a  courier  from  New  Holland,  with  despatches  under 
his  wing  from  Sydney  and  Port  Jackson,  in  whose  neighbourhood 
you  think  our  island  lies." 

"What  wild  fancy  is  this?  Post,  despatches,  news,  courier— 
what  whim  has  seized  you  this  evening,  Ernest?" 

"Oh,  nothing,  nothing,"  he  replied,  in  a  tone  and  with  nn 
air  of  ind  fference       it  was  jnst  the  arr  val  of  yonder  {ligeon  re- 


minded mo  of  what  I  had  read  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans, 
who  corresponded — did  they  not? — by  means  of  traveller- paeons. 
Is  it  not  a  real  fact?"  added  Ernest 
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"  Uiuluulitvdly,"  annwered  I.  "  Of  al)  tbe  denisnu  of  the  woti 
iif  air,  tlicro  is  not  one  who  can  compare  with  the  ptg«OD  for  tran 
lint;  {n^<t*  itiHtunceM.  The  bini  b  egBentiallj  a.  trareller.  Beaid 
those  [iip>oti!4  wliich  are  trained  to  the  offico  of  courier,  lutturaliii 
Kpcalc  of  A  particular  species  which  willingly  acoompliahes  tl 
passage  from  (he  Alleghany  Monatains  to  the  Scottish  HigUan<i 
1'hc  hixtoiy  of  these  pigconit  is  exceedinglj  curious ;  but  inst« 
of  relating  it  fmiu  memory,  I  will  read  it  to  you  as  described  in 
French  work  I  have  been  lately  reading." 

I  feti'hed  the  book  I  spoke  of  from  the  captain's  library,  ai 
r««d  OS  follows ; — 

TUB    CARRIKB    FIOEON. 

II  this  species  of  pigeon  Bome  of  our  natun 

istshave  given  the  name  of  Cultimba  miijT 

li'ria — that  is,  "  travelling  pigeon ;  "  ai 

its  habits  fully  justiry  this  appellutio 

though  it  is  not  sufficiently  characteristi 

Sometimes  dwelling  near  the  Gulf  < 

Mexico,    and    BOraelimea    visiting    tl 

shores  of  Hudson's  Bay,  it  traverses  i 

ils  excursions  upwanls  of  seven  liundre 

LO  mei'idinn ;  its  vnnge,  however,  in  longi 

■e,  nnd  it  never  passes  beyond  the  grea 

diiiiii  of  tlie  KiH'ky  Mountains,  its  western  limits. 

A  few  more  adventurous  individuals,  or,  perhaps,  not  more  ad 
vr![liir<.ii«,  Imt  iici:i dentally  driven  beyond  tlie  regions  the' 
usually  fiorjuent,  wing  their  way  across  the  ocean  e>en  to  the  coas 
of  Sc'il.Liiul.  Tlieir  power  of  flight  and  range  of  vision  are  extra 
firilinflry :  frcim  the  great  elevation  they  attain  in  the  air,  tliei 
ik'tcct  on  the  trees  bulow  the  fruits  which  form  their  food — thi 
lienies  of  the  juniper  and  the  airelle — and  when  they  halt  in  thei 
course,  it  is  not  for  any  empty  purjiose. 

Ah  tliey  fly  in  numerous  compact  flocks,  in  such  multitude 
that  they  sonietimes  obscure  the  light  of  the  sun,  their  swiftiieft 
can  lie  calculated  by  the  snina  means  as  tliat  of  the  clouds;  ant 
it  in  osKertcd  that  tlicy  do  not  accomplish  less  than  five-and-twcutj 
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leagues  per  hour.  If  buraan  industry  could  make  tlieae  rapid 
coursers  subservient  to  its  needs,  telegraphs*  would  bei.'onie  nearly 
useless — a  message  could  be  transmitted  from  Zurich  to  Berlin  in 
half  a  lay 


rhcbC  bi  h  an.  ul  rably  htttl  tor  th  r  lui^  vujngcs  by  the 
form  and  structure  of  their  body.  Tliuir  wiugs  are  proportionally 
lunger  than  in  any  other  Kpccius  of  the  same  genus ;  their  broad 
foi'keil  tail  ucts  as  h  rudder,  uud  is  ailapted  to  the  extent  und  force 
of  their  wings. 

As  to  the  uolours  of  their  pluuuige,  und  their  distribution,  a 
very  great  diffeieoce  is  noticeable  between  thy  two  sexes ;  the 
modest  exterior  of  the  feniale  contrasting  with  the  brilliant  deco- 
ration of  the  male  as  vividly  as  that  of  ordinary  domestic  hens 
«impares  with  the  i-espleiident  plumage  of  the  eock.  If  these 
carrier  jiiguoUH  could  be  accuistomcd  to  the  Kudeutary  life  of  the 
ilove-eote  and  the  pigcon-huuse,  they  would  form  another  orna- 
ment fur  eouutry  dwellings.  The  male  is  not  only  mudi  hand- 
somer, but  also  much  larger  than  his  mule  ;  fi-om  the  beak  to  the 
extremity  of  the  tail  he  meahUres  nearly  two  feet  in  length ;  Ida 
head  is  of  a  slaty  blue  ;  the  wings  and  upper  ]iurt  of  the  body  are 
blue,  bespriukled  with  black  and  brown  spots ;  the  breast  is  of  the 
colour  of  a  reddish  nut ;  the  neck  is  embellished  n-ith  the  most 

'  Tbli  wu  wiitton  iKlurc  tLe  introdncUoD  nt  Iho  oloctdc  tclmnph,  vhicb  b**  l>Ut»il 
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|iril1i;iiit  IiiiM  -Kiiiil.  i-nicralil,  purple,  a  glowing^  noarlet,  ilicplavi 
tln'iiisi'lvtM  in  iill  tliL'ir  luHtrc;  the  belly  is  »  pura  while  ;  die  It 
niiil  fci-t  iiri-  iif  a  liih?  rcfl,  nliito  a  brond  stivok  of  shiniiK  bla 
tRivt!i>A'»  llti^  I'liliri'  Iragtii  of  the  tnil. 

Till!  iliHtiiictiro  utul  ilnniinunt  cliariicteristic  of  tliia  spee 
uyivarn  t.i  be  n  wuriu  luve  iif  society.  You  meet  with  no  isolat 
in.livi.|iiiils ;  inn'iM..1ei!SPurBi.ms  no  straf^lera  full  behind;  thi 
li.i..]is  i-iivt-r  nil  iiiiiiiuiist.-  Bpawi  hIumi  tliey  set  forth  to  i<cek 
till-  t'oni^l'!  n  pliic<*  wliicli  will  {iirnisb  tbeiii  with  their  sulvisteiii 
All  [■iiiiiiciit  uti()ii>r  bus  eKtiiiintcil  at  some  hundreds  of  niillio 
line  of  tliL-KO  wjiigi'd  Icgioiu;  wbidi  lie  ciicounterctl  ou  th«  l>anki> 
tlieOln'o;  iiiiil  liiHuiilcululioii,  tar  from  being  esaggeratetl,  dcsceoi. 
piTliiijis,  vpiy  iiim.'h  below  tlio  ai--tuiil  reality, 

111  triilli,  tliis  i-lr>iiit  of  biriin  extontlol  over  an  Area  of  aboi 
si'vt'ii  tlujii-^iiiil  five  hiiiiilriii  feet,  ami  ns  its  j>ait.<iaj^  ili<l  not  ooctij 
less  Ibnii  ihiw  I1..UVS.  il  iniisl  lLav«  ii.i«suro.l  in  K-n?tli  fully  seveiil; 
Jivr  Icufiiies,  or  (."111.1,100  yur.ls.  Now,  if  we  allow  but  two  bin 
to  fiii-li  I'uliii:  yiinl,  till-  liMiil  niiiht  litivc  been  conipotieil  of  on 
Tliciisuiiil  rwi.  Iiuii<li-e.l  millions  (],'200,000,000)  of  birds;  huts 
<Ii>iifie  was  llie  iiiuiy,  tluit  it  actually  cost  a  shiiilow  oti  the  eiirth. 

Tliu  I'laii;^  rif  till  llie  tii'iviii;^'  jiiiiioiis  tviu  astoiiniling  ain 
ilinwsily  iiiiiiir>l(iii<iiis. 

li  sIk.iiI.I  111'  iil-si^iveil  tlml  llio^  iimiienne  movable  colunii) 
are  fonneil  by  llie  re-uiiion  iif  a  very  great  uumbcr  of  distine 
troi.ps — iliMiin't.  Init  all  liaving  a  cimunuii  aim,  ami  executing  tin 
Mine  inaiKi'Uvivs  in  i!i«  sjiiiie  bwililius.  They  have  also  the 
Mii^ulur  habii  •>(  Kvlecliiiy  cuie  jrieiilii-al  rotwting- place  at  the  run- 
ili'KViiiis  ttlu'ie  lliey  iiirive  in  llie  cvoniiijr,  sometimes  from  a  great 
ilistaiiei;— iinii  wliieli  tliey  qnil  in  the  momiiis  to  seek  for  fmwl, 
Till-  forest  wlii'li  reueivos  <]ie-=e  Irnveller:^  into  iU  bo-fom  is  but  ill 
i'i:]iiii'l  fur  iis  lin-iiiitulily ;  for  lliey  swoop  down  on  tlie  trees  so 
iiii[ieIuotLi^ly,  aii'l  in  sueli  j^'reat  numbers,  that  the  Nti'oiigest 
brunelii'.-i  are  broken,  anil  give  w.iy  beneath  their  burden.  It  is 
ns  if  a  violent  slomi  had  Ktrnck  that  part  of  the  forest  with  re- 
peated blows, 

A  calcnlatiuii  lias  lieen  made  of  the  nourishment  ilaily  coiistimeil 
by  a  legion  of  pigeouH,  rcilncinjr  caih  iu'liviiluid  to  a  very  moderalc 
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ration,  for  Ihcy  cat  frequently  and  eat  heartily.  It  is  tiiBiuiilt  lu 
ac(;cpt  tlie  retiult  of  this  calculation,  that  one  of  these  winged 
puoplcH,  established  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  would  contiume  four 
or  five  times  as  much  as  the  most  populous  of  the  European  capi- 
UiIh,  without  ttiking  any  account  of  the  actual  weight  of  their  food. 
It  is  not  astonishing,  however,  that  at  the  glinuner  of  dawn  this 
l>opulation  should  disperae  to  put  under  contribution  an  area  equi- 
valent to  that  of  several  Smss  cantona. 

Some  divisions  of  the  great  army  fly  to  a  considerable  distance 
in  quest  of  spoil,  and  are  consequently  delayed  until  late,  but  this 
circumstance  does  not  prevent  them  from  returning  regularly  to 
their  miual  roost.  This  place  of  repose  has  heen  selected  with 
prudence,  and  with  all  possible  secrecy,  afar  from  the  ordinary 
abodes  of  the  natural  enemies  of  these  peaceable -minded  birds ; 
but  no  precautions  will  suffice  against  their  most  dangerous  loes, 
the  American  settlers. 

Ii[imediately  that  a  pigeon's  roosting- spot  has  been  discovered, 
preparations  are  hastily  made  for  an  expedition  of  some  duration, 
and  which  will  occupy  everybody.  Besides  the  indispensable  pro- 
visions, munitions,  a»4  arms,  epipty  barrels  are  transported  in 
light  carts,  hcsides  a  quautjty  of  s^lt,  and  some  household  utensils. 
The  whole  family  sets  out  on  the  march,  taking  nith  them  tbelr 
domestic  animals.  When  the  hunters  are  all  assembled,  they  con- 
cert among  thcmselyes  certain  signals  of  warning  and  guidance, 
establish  a  kind  of  po)ice  for  the  general  safety  and  common  inter- 
est, and  the  campaign  opens. 

The  [usilla4e  commences  in  the  evening,  and  lasts  as  long  as  its 
victims  are  discernible.  Early  in  the  morning,  and  after  the  birds 
have  departed,  the  marksmen — or,  should  we  say,  murderers  ? — 
proceed  to  gather  their  spoils,  thougl)  often  anticipated,  to  some 
extent,  by  the  voracious  animals  of  ^hp  eountry,  both  birds  and 
quadrupcdx. 

During  the  day  enormous  heaps  of  dead  pigeons  impose  an  oner- 
ous task  on  the  persons  charged  with  plucking,  preparing,  and 
storing  them.  However,  the  harvest  is  not  yet  complete;  a  por- 
tion is  left  to  the  gleaners ;  that  is,  to  the  pigs,  which,  as  long  oh 
the  canipaign  lasts,  live  only  on  pigeons,  and  rapidly  fatten  on  such 
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delicious  fare.  If  the  expedition  is  not  at  too  g^eat  a  ditstancc 
from  tlio  towHR,  their  markets  are  abundantly  supplied  with  this 
game,  which  tlie  most  fastidious  epicures  do  not  despise.  At  New 
York  we  have  seen  a  vessel  entirely  loaded  with  this  noYel  kind  of 
merchandize;  and  the  feathered  cargo  has  found  a  ready  and  advan- 
tageous sale. 

The  life  of  the  unfortunate  pigeons  is,  therefore,  a  successios  of 
perils  and  fatigues.  Wlien  attacked  in  their  resting-places,  they 
are  just  entering  upon  the  breeding  and  training  of  a  new  genera- 
tion, and  during  this  period  they  are  compelled  to  seek  a  per- 
manent domicile,  to  abandon  their  remote  expeditions ;  but  the 
different  societies,  though  subdivided,  are  not  dissolved,  and  their 
nests,  [)laced  as  close  as  possible  to  one  another,  cover  all  the 
trees  of  an  extensive  forest.  In  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one  of 
these  establishments  has  been  found  to  cover  a  space  of  more  than 
a  league  in  breadth,  and  more  than  sixteen  leagues  in  length.  All 
the  nests  arc  simultaneously  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  April; 
towards  the  end  of  May  the  little  ones  begin  to  fly,  and  the  whole 
host  comiiKfnces  its  long  migrations. 

Each  couple  has,  it  is  sai«l,  three  broods  in  a  year,  and  very  fre- 
quently three  nests  to  construct.  As  soon  as  their  breoding^-phices 
are  discovered,  which  is  not  dilHcult,  man  j»repares  his  agencies  of 
destruction  ;  the  hunters  arrive  in  the  forest  a  few  days  before  the 
usual  epoch  of  the  departure  of  the  host ;  armed  with  hatchets, 
and  carrying  with  th(!m,  as  in  their  former  expedition,  all  their 
household,  and  all  that  is  necessary  for  an  encampment  of  several 
ilays.  The  trees  are  felled,  and  all  the  nests  constructed  among 
their  foliage  simultaneously  drop.  The  despairing  cries  of  tlic 
victims,  the  noise  of  tlie  falling  trees,  the  loud  clang  of  wings — 
as  the  fathers  and  mothers  hover  about  their  unfortimate  progeni- 
ture  until  compelled  by  famine  to  quit  the  spot — the  redoubled 
strokes  of  the  hatchets,  and  the  warning  shouts  of  the  woodcutters, 
combine  in  one  deafening  carnival. 

The  young  pigeons  are  at  this  time  very  fat,  and  the  American 
settlers  have  learned  from  the  natives  how  this  fat  may  be  turned 
to  advantage ;  they  collect  it,  melt  it,  and  preserve  it  in  pots,  with 
which  they    take  care  to   supply   themselves.      One   great    tree, 
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ess 


Inniliv]  nitli  ncstn  ar\A  younj^  hiTiln,  will  fioinetinies  xufEice  to  fur- 
nish ft  family  with  a  provision  of  fat  for  several  months. 

The  carrier  pigeons  of  America  can  only  cling  to  their  tradi- 
tional haliits  in  the  immense  forosts  of  the  interior,  beyond  the 


Alleghany  Mounlains ;  the  bands  which  venture  eastward  of  this 
chain  encounter  a  greater  number  of  enemies  on  their  passage, 
witliout  finding  euch  secure  asylums.  When  hunger  compels  them 
to  stoop  down  on  the  cultivated  plains,  tboy  fall  victims  to  a 
weapon  even  more  fatal  than  the  fowling-piece ;  the  peasants 
spread  their  nets,  and  at  a  single  stroke  frequently  capture  several 
hunrlre<l  prisoners.  All  the  village  rushes  to  the  chase,  and  the 
sound  of  muxketry  only  ceases  when  the  winged  host  has  passed 
out  of  range.  Pigeons  are  then  eaten  at  every  repast,  without  the 
uniformity  of  the  bill  of  fare  appearing  to  fatigue  or  displease  ;  but 
the  Americans  have  long  ceased  to  be  condemned  to  such  a  monotony 
of  viands.  'ITie  time  ia  past  when  the  chase  oF  passenger  pigeons 
could  be  regarded  as  productive.     As  popnlation  has  increased  in 
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tliu  jutvrior  of  thu  continent,  these  binls  hnve  found  thenwelTcs  re- 
stri^.^ell  to  a  much  narrower  are* ;  tliey  have  been  unable  to  kn-p 
up  their  Horiutii.>s;  ami  as  tlicir  range  grows  more  and  more  tiniitol, 
tlicir  iiumhi-rH  will  more  and  more  diminish ;  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  change  their  manners — now-a-days  so  interesting  uid 
remarkable— and  to  live  in  the  American  forests  like  the  ring-dons 
in  those  of  Europe,  conrotinileil  with  other  species  of  the  aaint 
gciiuM,  and  exciting  no  particular  curiosity. 

Here  I  paused.  Knicst  chatted  for  some  time  longer,  and 
niailc  Hevcral  apt  remnrka  on  the  migratory  instinct  of  t)ic  pigeoni 
whose  hintory  I  had  been  relating.  But  in  his  remarks,  and  in 
pvery  ivord  liu  Uttered,  a  kind  of  reserve  was  evident,  which  I  founil 
myself  uniiblu  to  penetrate.     I  addressed  to  him  several  quesiionn. 

"To-morrow!  to-morrow!"  was  the  only  answer  he  nmde  u^-, 
nnd  we  were  not  long  in  retiring  to  rest. 

Next  day,  Ernest  was  up  and  about  before  me,  and  had  paid  his 
visit  to  the  pigeon-bouHe,  before  it  had  even  occurred  to  me  that 
Konic  great  Kecret  was  there  concealed.  I  said  nothing  to  him 
iihout  it,  niid  when,  after  the  first  tasks  of  the  day  were  complctml, 
I  iinniinnceil  that  breakfast  was  ready,  Ernest  mode  his  appearance, 
lioiiliug  in  his  hand  a  paper  folded  and  sealed  like  an  ollieial  de- 
s[iatch,  which  he  presented  to  ns  with  a  profound  bow-,  siiying-, — 

"  Ni.l.le  im.l  gi'iicioun  sovereigns  of  this  domain: 

"  Yiiu  will  iM-plcnsed  to  e-tcuse,  in  your  great  bounty,  your  post- 
master of  Tent-town  for  the  unfortunate  delay  which  has  occurred 
in  llie  trail  sin  is-sion  of  ilcitpatehea  froiii  Sy<lney,  Port  Jackson,  and 
ull  the  coast  of  New  IluUand.  The  [iaekct-bo:it  has  been  delayeil, 
and  only  arrived  at  a  bite  hour  yesterday  evening.  This  is  the 
reanon  we  conld  not  deliver  until  now  the  letters  which  it  brought 

His  mother  and  niysclf  could  not  refritin  from  laughing  at  this 
biirlein]ue  exordinm. 

"Well,  sir,"  answered  I,  willing  to  carry  on  the  jest,  "how 
faro  i.ur  mdijcels  of  Sydney,  fort  .Iucks<m,  and  New  Kolluiid  ? 
Mr.  Swrvlnry,  wo  charge  you  to  open  onr  dosiiatclies,  and  reail 
them  to  UB  nnd  our  loving  kiwuko.'' 
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At  these  n'Ords,  Ernrat  uiifuldcd  id  all  its  amplitude  tlic  paper 
wliicli  he  lield,  and  in  as  loud  and  sonorouB  a  tone  as  possible  read 

'•  The  Oovernor-Qekerai.  of  Sew  Sotrrn  Wales  Io  tho  Ootebhob  of 

Tent-towh,  Falcon 's-Nest,  Woodlandm,  tuk  Field  of  tde  Suoah- 
Canes,  nod  tho  ToiritoricB  thereto  eontiguous,  Bonds  Obeetino, — 

"Noble  and  Pactuful  Allv. — Wo  learn  with  diepluasnra  Ihat  thirl; 
nmn,  whom  ire  Bujipofle  to  be  subjects  of  yours,  havo  Bct  out  to  estnlilisb 
ItiL'maolvcB  in  tito  UcBort ;  a  step  nhicli  oinnot  fail  to  inflict  great  injury  on 
tlio  Inrgo  ati<t  small  game  of  the  province.  We  iiavo  also  been  opprised  that 
numerous  terrific  hjajnaa, an  frigblful  aa  thoy  are  pernicious,  have  Irarersed 
llio  limils  of  inir-dL'incsnes,  and  cemmilled  extensive  depredations  amoDg 
tlie  Joineslii:  animata  of  our  people.  Consequently  wo  invite  you,  on  the 
uue  hanii,  tu  recall  your  faminhud  hunters,  and  on  the  other  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  fur  cipelting  these  hytciuts  and  nil  Iwaats  of  prey,  nod 
oilerminating  them  lliroughout  the  whole  oxterit  of  your  government,  or  at 
least  rostrainine  them  within  suitable  boundaries. 

"  Ujion  this,  I  pray  Ood,  your  Eicelleney.  that  he  will  take  you  into  hii 
lir)ty  keeping. 

"  Done  at  Sydney-Cove,  Perl  Jackson,  on  the  12th  of  the  muutli,  and 
in  the  Mth  year  of  the  Colony- 

'■  Signed  by  tho  Oovomer, 

"  FniLip  Phiiipsob." 

UuNEST  Btoppud,  laughing,  as  i[  to  judge  of  tho 
cITect  this  extraordinary  missive  had  produced 
upon  us.  General  PliiUpsou  did  not  pcrjdex 
„  ..  me  much  ;  but  there  was  such  an  air  oE  con- 
.  »^'  sistcncy  and  vraiacmhlancc  about  tbc  Jeat,  that 
uiy  curiosity  was  vividly  excited.  My  son 
enjoyed  my  embarrassment,  but  as  he  perFonned  a  somersault  to 
express  his  delight,  after  the  usual  manner  of  children,  another 
pajicr  dropped  out  of  Ids  pocket.  I  was  on  the  point  of  seizing 
an<l  opening  it,  when  he  checked  me,  saying, — 

"  Another  despatch  I  This  comes  from  Woodlands  -,  perhaps 
it  will  be  less  pompous  than  the  ofBcial  letter  of  General  Philip- 
son;  but,  perhaps,  it  will  also  be  of  a  more  truthful  character. 
Listen,  then,  to  the  despatch  from  Woodlands." 

"  For  pity's  sake,  explain  this  prolonged  enigma.     Did  your 


CSC  FBEDERICK  S  LETTER. 

bnitlipr  Iphyc  a  letter  with  yon  before  Retting  out,  tmd  request  pn 
not  tn  liniicl  it  to  me  until  to-dny?  But  this  hTo-na,  wh«t  iatb* 
truth  iiliniii  it  ?  IIrs  EniPRt  iliacovered  anv  indications  (^  tbe 
pretence  of  that  forocinus  nnitnal  ?  Can  he  have  ooncrired  the 
rfl«h  priiji'it  nt  nttaekinji  the  mnnRter,  u-ithmit  tnakinj;  me 
ai't|iininti'il  with  it  ?"' 

"  N"  ;  this  is  n  li-tter  from  Prederick."  anKW<>rod  Ernest,  "whirh 
my  piK<Hiii,  yestenlny  eveiiinK.  hrnuEht  to  me  undpr  its  winp." 

"  Ah,  hli's.^iiijrs  "n  you,  my  little  profcfwor,"  crieil  his  mother. 
onilirai^inR  him ;  "  hlessinp'  on  you,  for  8o  happy  and  excpllent 
niiiiW!— But  this  hyicnii^rpRfl  quick,  Kmpst,  road  to  us  yonr 
hrfilher's  K'ltrr." 

•  r  uill  riMrl  it  this  tinic,"  saiil  he,  "  without  altering  a  worii." 

■■  llELOVF.n  FAHEMS,  ami  vni-,  my  TIBAB  F.RSfiHT, — 

■■  I  liiivp  tr)  (I'll  ynu  IhnI  'ni  our  nrriviil  in  tho  district  of  Woodlnndfl.  ire 
Imvp  liocn  wflcipiiird  liy  nil  hyii'iin  "t  (frent  siB-  ami  hniKlfotne  nspoct,  wtm 
linsili-viniri'ii  ppvitiiI  nf  "iir  slic'cji.  nnd  nniouhtPilly  morp  limn  one  wild 

"Frill  liiiH  ijivou  HiKiinl  prcMif  of  his  Kkill  and  intmpiiiity  ;  to  him  alnm- 
l.-liinK»  tliP  Imninir  i>f  Imvinj;  l>r(>ui;lit  (lie  monsfor  Inw,  nnil  wo  art-  nnw 
hn|>|iily  tl(>livr>ri'<l  fmrn  nil  n]>prrhenBinn  of  liiri  rnTOf^OH.  \Vv  hnvo  Rn>nt 
reiirly  (he  wlmle  iliiy  in  prp]inriiiR  liin  skin,  which  JK  very  Itcnntiful,  ami 
will  jirovn  very  Uiiefal  lo  lis. 

'■  renimi«in  in,  Ifynnd  »lt  qnpBlion,  (lin  most  da(i'MaWe  food  wi(h  wliich 
any  poor  (mvctlpn*  wtri'  eipr  ciircod. 

"  Fiirewell :  we  nmhrnre  all  threp  of  ynn  in  tender  ntrpc(inn. 

■  FnKDKBICIC." 

"  A  genuine  huiUer'a  letter!"  I  cxclnimed  ;  "but  how  could 
lliiH  hya'ua  havn  ponotrntod  into  our  territories?  Can  our  palisade 
have  been  ngnin  overthrown  ?    This  thousht  torments  me  singu- 

"  My  poor  children!"  said  their  mother,  her  eye«  Bwimniing 
with  tearK ;  "  may  God  wateh  over  them,  and  restore  them  to  me 
Rare  nnil  sound  1  Had  we  not  better  start  immediately  to  their 
Hssistnuce?     Or  will  yon  wait  a  little  longer?" 

"  The  latter  appears  ^>  nie  the  better  eourse,"  remarked  Empst, 
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"  for  I  have  no  doubt  we  slial!  receive  tliis  evening  another  letter, 
with  fuller  details,  which  will  assist  us  ia  coming  to  a  decision." 

And,  in  truth,  after  dinner,  a  new  pigoon  entered  the  pigcon- 
houBe.  Ernest,  who  was  on  the  wntch,  lost  not  a  moment  in 
shutting  up  the  pigeon-house,  and  removing  from  beneath  the 
wing  of  the  aerial  traveller  the  despnteh  which  ho  brought.  Then 
he  rejoined  us  with  radiant  face.     The  telegram  run  as  follows : — 

"  Thn  night  liiut  pawwil  ■jiiiHly 
Weiithnr  finp. 

Voyage  upon  the  lake  in  thp  aijnck. 
Cnptiim  of  flne  block  Bwnns. 
Several  nnv  nnimnia  discovered. 
Appearance  ami  andden  flight  or  an  aritinlic  bonst.  \choso 

t>cnua  is  irhally  unknown  tn  us. 
To-morrow  at  Prospect  Hill. 
Take  cnre  nf  yoiirtielvcM. 

Frederick  Bodi,\   and  Fritz." 

"  Tliis  is  truly  a  telegraphic  despatch  said  I  laughing  '  it 
is  BO  concise ;  our  hunters  find  it  easier  I  fancy  to  handle  a  gun 
than  to  turn  a  phrase.  Not  the  less  does  their  missne  act  my 
mind  at  ease ;  if  they  have  had  a  good  night  the  hymna  killed  by 
Fi'itK  was  the  only  one  in  the  eountrv 

My  wife  was  al80  more  composed  and  we  agreed  to  delay  n 
little  before  setting  out  to  rejoin  our  sons  Tlieir  leltcr  waa, 
indeed,  an  exact  nummary  of  all  that  they  had  done  and  achieve<i 
since  their  dcpartnre ;  but  it  was  so  concise  that  I  had  neeil  of  the 
ulterior  explanations  which  they  gai  e  us  t "  a  t  ore  to  comprehend 
thoroughly  its  various  pwticulars  I  continue  here  the  narrative 
which  I  obtained  from  my  sons  at  a  later  date 


THE  TilllEE  ADVESTDBEHa^ 


L>'Ki>iTi»N  Tu  Woodlands.    By  Fbkdbreck,  Pkitz,  am 

UUDLT. 

sRATED  from  the  dangeroni  neif 
honrhnod  of  the  hymiA,  thej  li 
undertaken  to  explore  the  Swa 
Mamli,  and  to  subinit  it  to  a  gene 
liilliie.  For  this  purpose  Fretleri 
lind  tuken  his  cajack,  and  his  broth 
I'ollowcd  litiu,  keeping  ae  near  1 
t:\ge  OB  posrible. 

Tho  black  strans  proved  a  prccii 
o  tbcy  immediately  pajil  their  attcntit 
liosv  lie.iiitil'ul  nii<l  graceful  animals'.  A  opringe  of  iron  w 
uliiil  lo  ii  I'liniboi)  was  tlic  implement  by  which  they  hoped 
h  t1i>'>u  litrrlsiiiirlilriLWtbem  to  tlte  nliore ;  but  thoy  only  cauj: 
e  ymiiiK  cywu'-ts  in  this  fohliiun ;  the  old  onoB  were  too  atroi 
rifii'iidi'il    tlifinsLdvw   valiantly   with   great   blowx    of    thi 


After  tlic  Ku-iiiiN,  a  bird  of  n  new  Ni>eeicR  attractei]  tlio  cupiili 
nnr  yiiuiii;  s|iiii'tHiiiiii;  to  jud;{(!  by  ils  mnjciitic  port  nu<l  i 


III.-  kiiii;  (.r  th<'  nmrhh;  Hh  lii-a<l  was  otloniMt  mth 
criiwii,  mill  liiii!li-.l  ilsi'li'  like  a  rreaiiin;  (M>iiiieiou«of  a  lofty  dipnii 
iitid  1)  ii'm-iiLKi-il  iiiillirjiiiy.  This  luilile  (exterior  cxeitod  Fnv 
erirk'-s  iidiiiinitioii,  iiml  the  bcauliFul  lijiil  rcmvml  tbe  lasst>  tvitl 
out  hU^[lil■ioll ;  it  was  hiuileii  (iKliore ;  ilB  jhiwH  and  wings  we; 
tii^d ;  mid  it  ivas  ilcjxisitcd  by  the  Kiile  of  the  young  Rwaiis. 

While  my  tliri'U  sons  were  thus  oceuined  arunnd  their  nrngnif 
cent  I'li'y — whii'h  Krnest  nfterwnnis  deehired  to  be  the  royal  liern 
— an  I'xtriiiiriliiijiry  aniuinl  suddenly  eiuirj^-ii  from  tbe  reedy  ilei'th 
iitid  lniKKiiii;  ninr  them,  i^ve  tbciu  n  start  nf  surjiriHeand  aliinn. 

TluM  nniniiil  wms  about  the  sixi-  of  a  colt,  but  in  funn  nearly  r. 
senibled  tin-  rliimi'iTOH;  but  it  had  not  on  its  nose  tbc  bom  < 
tusk  nhiuli  disiiiifjnisheM  the  hitter;  its  ni'jicr  lip  prujticte 
utraiiH.ly.  iin.l  nil  its  bfjtly  wan  of  a  bimvn  eohiur.  My  tbrf 
hiiiLlern  niTc  im  viry  eminent  natural ihts,  but  this  did  mil  pri'ver 
them  from  ihriKicning  tb<^  Ktrnngc  iH-ast  wliich  they  now  saw  ft 
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tlie  fintt  time,  and  they  decided,  for  want  o(  a  better  name,  tliat  it 
was  the  tapir  or  aiita  of  America. 

The  tapir  is  an  aninial  found  in  Guiana  and  Brazil.  The  form 
of  its  body  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  pig  ■  its  upper  jaw  terminates  in 
n  curved  proboscis,  inclining  d  wniwarls     its  mouth  brititlcB  with 


four  great  teeth  ;  its  eyes  are  small,  its  ears  round  and  pendent,  its 
tail  short,  pyramidal,  and  hairless.  Its  legtt  resemble  those  of  tliH 
wild  boar;  itit  fore-feet  are  garnished  with  four  blackish  claws;  its 
hind-feet  have  hut  thrt;e. 

ITie  hair  of  the  tnpir  is  short,  and  sjKittcd   with   white  in   the 
animal's  early  years ;  afterwards  it  acquires  a  ilaik  uniform  brown 


640  ARROWS  AN'D  CRANES. 

The  tapir  is  a  ^cimming  quadruped,  and  dives  with  great 
agility.  It  will  pass  under  water  for  a  very  considerable  distance, 
and  by  tliis  means  often  eludes  the  hunter's  pursuit. 

It  is  an  amphibious  animal ;  some  naturalists  assert  that  it 
sleeps  all  day  under  the  water,  and  takes  advantage  of  the  night  to 
seek  its  food  in  the  forests. 

Its  name  of  aula  was  first  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  Portuguese. 
The  American  natives  are  very  partial  to  its  flesh,  which  they 
think  equal  to  beef  in  taste  and  nutritiousness :  they  also  utilize 
its  skin,  employing  it  to  cover  their  shields,  after  stretching  it 
thoroughly,  and  drying  it  in  the  sun. 

Frederick,  it  is  true,  did  not  possess  all  these  details  respecting 
the  animal  in  question,  but  he  was  equally  anxious  to  pursue  it  in 
his  cajack  :  it  swam  with  such  rapidity,  however,  that  my  son  was 
compelled  to  renounce  the  enterprise. 

During  this  time,  Rudly  and  Fritz  had  started  for  the  hut  with 
their  black  cygnots  and  beautiful  royal  bird,  which   even  in  its 
bonds  preserved  something  of  the  dignity  of  its  rank.     On  their 
way  they  fell  in  witli  a  company  of  cranes  which  flew  above  their 
heads,  clapping  their  wings  and  uttering  loud  cries  ;  they  made  a 
superb  booty  without  having  recourse  to  their  gims,  and  using  only 
their  bows.     They  were  provided  with  long  arrows,  terminating  in 
a  triangular  head,  which  owed  their  efficacy  to  the  strings  be- 
smeared with  glue  waving  round  the  shaft.     The^se,  as  the  dart 
hurtled  through  the  air,  adhered  to  the  wings  and  feet  of  birds 
untouched  by  the  iron,  so  that  not  infrequently  a  single  arrow 
brought  to  the  ground  a  twofold  prize.     By  these  ingenious  means 
they  also  caught  a  couple  of  fine  birds,  named  Numidian  maulens 
(demoiselles  de  Nuini<lio),  which  were  included  in  the  flight  of 
cranes. 

Frederick,  on  rejoining  his  brothers,  was  somewhat  piqued  at 
the  sight  of  their  unexpected  spoil ;  while  he  also  felt  somewhat 
ashamed  of  his  failure  against  the  monster  of  the  marsh.  He 
burned  to  retrieve  his  honour  and  repair  the  check  his  reputation 
as  a  skilful  hunter  had  sustained.  Calling  his  dogs  to  his  side, 
and  accompanied  by  his  eagle,  he  made  for  the  gnava-tree  grove ; 
in  loss  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  his  dogs  started  a  covey  of  the 
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finest  birds  ho  had  ever  seen :  they  belonged  to  the  pheasant 
family.  Frederick  let  loose  his  eagle,  and  while  the  latter  pursued 
one  of  the  fugitives,  another,  seemingly  petrified  by  fear,  fell  into 
Fredeiick's  hands;  and  he  also  caught  a  second,  which  had  concealed 
itself  under  a  bush.  This  was  a  magnificent  specimen;  his  tail 
was  upwards  of  two  feet  long,  and  among  its  brilliant  feathers 
were  two  very  narrow  plumes,  which,  winding  in  the  middle,  dis- 
played the  richest  colours  of  gold,  green,  and  brown,  and  termi- 
nated in  a  spot  of  black  velvet.  By  the  description  of  this  bird 
given  in  Fritz's  letter.  Professor  Ernest  recognized  immediately  the 
Bird  of  Paradise,  the  Manu  code  of  Buffon — the  richest,  most  ele- 
gant, and  most  beautiful  of  all  the  birds  which  frequent  the  coast 
of  New  Holland. 

And  when,  on  his  brothers'  return  home,  the  young  naturalist 
was  able  to  convince  himself  of  the  accuracy  of  his  conjecture,  he 
cried,  in  a  transport  of  enthusiasm, — 

"  This,  then,  is  the  beautiful  denizen  of  air  whose  life  has  ori- 
ginated so  many  fables !  Everything  about  him,  even  his  name, 
was  for  a  long  time  involved  in  error.  Some  imagined  that,  issuing 
from  the  garden  of  Eden,  he  had  found  no  place  worthy  of  re- 
ceiving him  for  a  moment,  and  that  he  only  reposed  in  the  plea- 
sant shade  of  the  terrestrial  Paradise.  Othera  asserted  that  he 
was  without  feet ;  and  that  a  bird  without  feet,  of  necessity,  could 
only  exist  for  perpetual  flight.  So  they  declared  that  he  flew  even 
while  asleep;  and,  what  was  still  more  admirable,  that  the  female, 
laying  her  eggs  in  the  air,  hatched  them  in  her  flight,  except  for 
the  few  moments  that  she  suspended  herself  to  a  branch  of  a  tree 
by  means  of  the  large  thread-like  feathers  which  decorate  so  feli- 
citously her  plumage. 

"  The  food  of  the  Bird  of  Paradise  was  appropriate  to  his  almost 
immaterial  constitution ;  he  lived,  said  our  fable-mongers,  on  aerial 
substances,  perfumes,  and  vapours,  or  rather  upon  the  dew,  which 
might  fitly  nourish  the  celestial  bird. 

"  So  mysterious  a  being  could  not  fail  to  be  endowed  with  mar- 
vellous qualities :  the  man  fortunate  enough  to  possess  a  single  in- 
dividual of  this  genus,  and  to  preserve  him  with  the  veneration  due 
to  sacred  objects,  would  obtain  the  favours  of  Heaven,  would  escape. 


r,]3  FACT  ASn  FANCY. 

nr  I>i*  I'lisily  enroll  \i\',  cvrry  iiialiiily.  The  huutvni  therefore  ifc- 
viittil  tlii'iiiwIvcH  fjifjorly  tu  liis  pursuit,  anil  dtuilied  the  beat  nieuu 
•  )l'  I'liptiirlii;;  liiin.  The  Itinl  uf  IWudiuo  in  this  way  becuue  the 
ht;i|il<-  <il';i  vi-ry  liioNitivu  Hivculutioii. 


Ilic-ii  iiliinLiiiiii  Mill  uculIlUiI,  ii'iitinunl  our  professor 
"fill  sncnil  ciiitiiius  but  Sticiiit,  wluiic  torth  ihbRijmte^  llie 
tlouKof  mnr,  "-ciuite  lia"  swqit  iw  ij  the  prestige  whiji  ^^r 
riiiiiiili  t  tliL  IiirJ  of  Piiinili  e  fui  f»b1e  anA  marvel  it  has  Biilisti 
tiiliil  till,  liuth  Nnturnl  Jiidtory  hns  lathomcil  ths  m}sti.rv, 
ndicii  htiici  Torth  to  tliL  jiocln  il  liutagii-i  the  bnllutnt  dreams  of 
the  iiin^LiiitMii  It  ha.sbcinii-~LCitniiii.ll  thit  the  Bird  of  PnmihhL 
hni  tno  ft.t.tbnt  it  ]»ei  upon  >.oiiiI  food,  ami  in  contemplatint, 
Kb  beaudftil  pliiinu^o  mnn  ll^•.  found  notliiiig  which  ho  doc^  not 
liiid  m  other  birdn,  (.\<.l]iI  u  Qiiiitir  h^ilcinluur  i  iiiort.  glmiii^ 
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brilliancy,  a  richer  lustre  in  the  colours  which  paint  with  so  many 
lights  and  shades  its  wings,  its  neck,  and  the  long  threads  of  its 
waving  tail. 

"  The  flight  of  the  Bird  of  Paradise  is  very  graceful,  and  may 
be  compared  to  that  of  the  swallow,  though  he  soars  much  higher 
in  the  air,  and  is  accustomed  to  perch  himself  on  the  crests  of  lofty 
trees.  His  actual  size  is  that  of  the  jay ;  but  his  plumes  arc  so 
arranged  as  to  increase  the  apparent  dimensions  of  his  body. 

"  The  feathers  which  encircle  the  base  of  his  beak  are  of  a  beau- 
tiful velvety  black,  changing  into  a  deep  green ;  the  same  colour 
spreads  over  the  cheeks  and  throat,  across  the  yellow  which  covers 
the  head  and  hinder  part  of  the  neck,  and  the  lustrous  metallic 
green  of  tlie  fore  part ;  the  remainder  of  his  plumage  is  a  deep 
chestnut  on  the  belly  and  a  light  chestnut  on  the  back.  The  elon- 
gated feathers  are  arranged  in  series,  and  the  largest  are  not  less 
than  eighteen  inches  long.  The  tail-filaments  are  two  feet  nine 
inches  in  length.  Those  of  the  female  are  much  shorter;  and  in 
this  species  of  bird,  as  in  all  others,  the  appearance  of  the  male  is 
veiy  dazzling  and  sumptuous,  while  the  female  is  contented  with  a 
more  modest  garb." 

This  dissertation  on  the  Bird  of  Paradise  led  to  many  others,  in 
which  all  the  honours  were  borne  off  by  the  professor.  I  was  my- 
self astonished  at  the  aptitude  which  this  lad  displayed  for  his 
favourite  study,  and  the  facility  with  which  he  threaded  his  way 
through  a  frequently  perplexing  labyrinth  of  classifications,  dis- 
tinctions of  families,  genera,  and  species,  which  encumber  the  study 
of  natural  history  with  no  imaginary  difficulties. 

The  secretary-bird,  the  humming-bird,  the  parroquets — in  a 
word,  all  the  feathered  races — all  the  families  of  rich  and  magni- 
ficent aerial  sprites  which  soar  among  the  clouds  of  the  new  world, 
came  in  for  an  eulogium,  a  description,  or,  at  least,  a  word  of  re- 
membrance from  our  young  "  man  of  science." 

But  I  must  return  to  the  narrative  of  the  Woodlands  expe- 
dition. 

Our  hunters,  by  so  many  deeds  of  prowess,  had  acquired  a  vigor- 
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uus  ai>p('tit(.>;  mul  (mgil  u  wag  Uieir  lepast,  they  did  Tull  jnitm 
to  it.  'lliu  L-ul<)  |ioc»ry  meat,  the  giuvu,  the  dnnamtm-frmt,  tlM 
[>i)lut<x«  roaijti.-it  in  wood-enibere,  all  these  proriaioiu  wen  it- 
vduhhI  with  fii'iiuinc  gusto ;  uxcept,  indeed,  the  penunicut,  from 
whitli  hO  iiiuuli  wan  expected,  but  which  waa  dspised,  and  fro- 
iiouneeil  unworlhy  <i[  itn  reputation;  it  wh  abuuUnied  to  iIm 
ilt>p< — the  usuul  inuthod  of  getting  rid  of  anything  that  fixnad  no 
fnviiur  in  our  eyoK, 

licfiiru  evening,  our  yunug  explorera,  vrith  the  view  of  dariv^ 
Konie  odvantagi.-  from  thuir  journey,  filled  a  laok  with  ripa  tke, 
HUil  uIko  oolle(.'tc<i  a  gooA  aupply  of  cotton,  which  thej  |ii  mniwJ  to 
irurry  with  thetii  on  the  following  day  to  Prospsct  Hill — tha  goal 
«f  a  new  excursion  pn)jectc(l  by  Ihcir  reatlws  ardour. 

Freileriuk  Inul  [iroviilcd  him  mth  a  quantity  of  eu|ih(M-lHa  goi, 
t<i  Kivt:  >!)':  :il>i'^  i>  I'l'^^'  l"<»>ii;  1"-'  "«>'  therefore  looking  out  tor 
solium  c'lO'ii-nnts,  wliiili,  lUviilcil  in  two,  might  acrvc  an  ciipa,  aad 
MOiiit  i>ahii-wi]ii'  lor  a  linit.  My  young  iwojilu  hit  upon  ■  |dan 
u-lii.-U  woiil'l  i>i.vhi.lL>  (111-  ]ie<-e=4»ity  of  their  i-limbiiig  to  the  loAj 
]>uliii-tri-i;N  iirouiiil  (lioni ;  ihcy  iiiurkLil  out  those  which  seemed 
most  lit'itvily  ladi'ii  with  fniit,  uml,  in  the  wanner  of  tho  Carib«, 
who  lilt  II  tvi-e  to  secun;  itM  niwil,  cut  ilowii  u  oouple  of  sugierb 
(minis,  iitid  wei'u  tlim  provjiieil  iit  one  and  the  luinie  time  with 
[ilviity  of  wine,  cowiii-niits,  mid  two  MUperb  |)alm- cabbages. 

Wliiii  tliey  reliiti'.!  to  nu-  this  incident  of  their  j'ouruej-,  I  blamed 
them  severely  for  liiivinfj  riiuiir.si'  to  such  a  derico,  ami  forbade 
them  ever  Jij-ain  lo  employ  it.  The  i>alin  was  one  of  the  finest 
trees  in  imr  i-liind,  ;is  wi-U  us  •um  of  tho  niort  prei-ious  vi^>tiihle 
tre:i>itres  we  juj-McMed  ;  to  si|iianiler  it  away  at  the  outset  waii  ti> 
ilrprivu  us  of  a  nio^t  viiluuMe  resource,  for  tin;  young  plautK  do 
not  Kliont  Ko  pi'oniptly  us  the  old  trees  fall  under  the  axe.  My 
KoiiK,  howovci',  uKsuied  nie  that  tht^y  had  pknteil  more  than  ten 
cocDiis  in  tho  ground  lo  replace  one  iluy  the  trees  which  they  had 
felled. 

My  son.s  qnittiil  Wooillands,  but  events  of  ii  far  more  imjHrrtuiit 
nature  uivailed  tlieui  iit  Prospciit  Ilill,  towards  which  they  next 
dlrecled  tlieir  steps. 

1  shall  nutv  leave  Frederick  to  biieak  In  hU  own  pci-sou,  and 
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fproiluce  the  principal  points  of  the  nurmtive  n 
on  liis  return. 


eutenii^  tlie  Piiie  Wcod  smd.  he, 
e  WLlconicd  bi  a  [rightfti!  con 
,  cert  of  fihriU  cnes  resouiiiling  from  every 
!  llie  npcR  which,  from 
tlie  top  of  the  bmiiches  where  thcj  had 
ptrLhed  tlietnsel\es,  Bccoinpanicd  their 
^utesque  maaic  by  a  senea  of  hideoua 
From  grimaces  they  resorted  to  projoctilcB,  and  wa 
speedily  found  ourselves  assailed  by  a  shoner  of  pine  apples  which 
could  not  have  failed  to  injure  ua  greatly  had  we  not  chastised  the 
BccurNcd  tribe  by  a  few  discharges  of  muskitry 

"  Such  a  reception  did  but  intensify  mv  hostile  Feelings  towards 
the  apes,  and  strengthened  me  to  adopt  the  project  of  punishment 
I  had  for  some  time  meditated. 

"  On  the  threshold  of  the  wood  we  met  with  a  kind  of  millet, 
whose  stalks  were  eiglit  to  ten  feet  in  height ;  I  recognized  it  ini- 
meiliately  by  its  brown  and  reddish  grain  as  the  doura,  or  negro 
millet.  This  field  of  millet  extended  to  a  great  distance ;  but  at 
different  places  we  observed  a  number  of  the  stalks  broken  at  the 
head,  as  if  they  had  been  smitten  by  hail.  From  thence  we  per^ 
ceived  our  residence  at  ProBpect  Hill,  and,  despite  of  the  distance, 
could  see  that  it  was  wofuUy  dilapidated.  We  hastened  our  steps, 
and  as  we  drew  near  became  convinced  that  the  apes  had  preceded 
S5 
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U9.  Our  plnnfHtinns  were  wdly  ravagwl.  Our  little  cahia  wi 
[Icvnstat^il,  niiii  ivliat  waa  worse,  infoL'ted  by  the  filth  tliose  rilloi 
nna  nnimulfi  had  scattered  everywhere  about.  With  a  bundle  t 
tlie  millet,  tied  up  like  s  broom,  we  swept  out  the  iat«rior; 
large  ihell  served  initeul  o(  shoTel.  I  ouinot  dMcribe  to  ygii  in 
indignation  and  diMppointment  at  the  ^wctaolsi 

"  The  aFternooD  we  npent  in  clearing  out  a  pUoe  where  we  migt 
spread  our  couches  for  the  night  without  any  few  of  an  atUe 
from  the  animalu  of  the  desert.  And  alnad;  in  mj  thougbta 
fiettled  VUT  employmaDt  for  the  morrow ;  it  waa  to  be  devoted  t 
the  punishment  of  the  accursed  monkey  mce. 

"  I  ought  here,  my  dear  parents,  to  aak  your  perdou  for  a  faul 
of  which  I  was  guilty,  in  carrying  off  the  eaphorbia  gum  withou 
first  obtaining  your  permisrion.  I  required  it  for  the  execution  c 
my  Hchcnie,  and  I  feared  you  would  not  conaent  to  my  meddlinj 
with  the  dangerous  Hubstnnce.  I  therefore  determined  on  a  lai 
ceny  which  I  humbly  confess,  and  which  I  Mitreat  j-oa  to  foi;giT 
and  forget. 

"  We  began  bcrorc  night  the  preparations  of  the  great  ansre  «i 
were  laying  for  oUr  enemies.  The  cocoa-nuts,  the  gourds,  and,  ii 
a  word,  all  the  utensils  wc  could  collect,  were  put  into  requisition 
We  filled  them  witli  rice,  palm-wine,  guavaa,  and  othra-  delicacies 
to  each  dish  I  ailded  a  portion  of  the  poisonous  gum ;  then  wi 
epreatl  them  about  (he  forest,  and  retired  to  await  the  issue.  I 
was  nearly  night ;  we  could  not  therefore  think  of  undertakiuf 
any  other  task  until  the  next  day. 

"  We  were  just  on  the  point  of  stretching  our  weary  liiiiba  oi 
our  bogs  of  cotton,  when  suddenly  a  grcnt  light  arose  on  thi 
horizon  which  we  mistook  at  first  for  a  ship  on  fire.  Immediateli 
we  ran  from  the  hut,  and  hurriedly  made  towards  the  summit  o 
Cape  Disappointment ;  the  fire  then  assumed  to  our  eyes  a  regula] 
outline.  It  was  a  mass  of  fire,  perfectly  circular,  which  isauei 
from  the  waves  and  gradually  soared  above  their  surface.  It  wai 
the  moon  rising  upon  the  horizon. 

"Assuredly,  the  spectacle  was  one  of  the  most  marvellous  I  liaw 
ever  seen.  The  sea  waa  calm,  or  at  least  its  waves  rippled  gently 
and  with  a  soft  murmur  at  the  foot  of  the  promontory ;  the  wim 
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had  sunk  into  a  light  fresh  breeze ;  all  nature  seemed  to  prelude 
the  wonders  of  the  night,  and  raise  to  the  Creator  a  hymn  of  glory 
and  gratitude.  Though  we  had  been  deceived  in  our  expectation, 
and  instead  of  a  vessel  at  sea  had  found  only  the  moon  in  the 
firmament,  our  hearts  so  rejoiced  in  the  beauty  of  the  scene  before 
us,  that  we  could  not  breathe  a  word  of  complaint  at  the  dis- 
appointment. We  preserved  for  some  minutes  a  devout  silence ; 
our  souls  rose  towards  the  Lord  of  All,  and  we  returned  Him  our 
humble  thanks  for  the  marvels  wrought  by  His  mighty  Hand,  and 
incessantly  displayed  to  the  admiration  of  men. 

'*  However,  this  sweet,  calm  mood  of  contemplation  was  erelong 
disturbed  by  the  strangest  sounds,  which  appeared  to  us  all  the 
more  terrific  from  their  contrast  with  the  deep  silence  of  the  night. 
Howls,  and  roarings,  and  groans,  and  shrieks — ^in  fine,  a  thousand 
discordant  and  confused  cries  seemed  to  issue  from  the  sand-bank 
that  extends  from  the  foot  bf  the  promontory  even  into  the  sea ; 
and  yet  we  could  distinguish  nothing  either  on  the  waters  or  the 
shore. 

"  To  these  formidable  noises  our  dog^  responded  by  prolonged 
howls ;  Rudly's  jackal  seemed  to  have  recovered  all  the  shrillness 
of  its  wild  cry  in  replying  to  this  new  Babel ;  other  jackals  joined 
in  it  with  sympathetic  yelps ;  in  the  direction  of  the  savannah  we 
could  hear  the  piercing  neigh  of  a  wild  horse ; — but  what  caused 
us  the  profoundest  terror  was  a  sound  rising  above  all  other  sounds, 
like  the  hoarse  and  terrible  roar  of  a  tiger  or  a  lion.  This  strange 
concert  lasted  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  We  hesitated  to 
descend,  when  suddenly  we  heard  the  gallop  of  a  horse  speeding 
far  away  into  the  night,  and  made  haste  to  regain  our  hut  with 
the  certainty  that  the  neighbourhood  was  haunted  by  an  hippopo- 
tamus, an  elephant,  a  lion,  or  a  tiger,  or,  at  all  events,  some  fierce 
beast  of  prey. 

"  We  found  everything  tranquil  around  our  hut ;  but  scarcely 
had  we  laid,  to  use  a  common  expression,  our  heads  upon  our 
pillows,  before  a  concert  of  qidte  a  dififerent  description  began  in  the 
forest  of  pines.  At  first  a  solo,  it  soon  expanded  into  a  trille  of 
harsh,  shrill  voices,  which  seemed  to  descend  from  every  tree,  but 
in  modulations  so  extended  as  not  only  to  rend  our  ears,  but 


nlmost  to  Rplit  open  tlie  very  rackf.  OccosionnUv  the  munc  ceased 
but  only  to  be  resumed  with  increased  fury.  It  lofited  for  abou 
tour  liours ;  after  wbich  all  was  siletico. 

"  U  in  tipptiloss  to  say  that  we  spent  a  very  poor  night ;  thi 
maintenance  of  onr  lircB — the  thought  timl  an  hippopotamus  or  i 
tiger  might  be  prowling  within  a  few  feet  of  ua — the  Pontinoa 
Iwrking  nf  our  dogs,  v,-hoin  we  had  tied  up  to  the  posts  of  our  lin 
to  prevent  them  from  inoppnrtnnoly  attacking  the  apes — preventei 
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US  from  enjoying  any  sleep.  It  was  not  until  towards  morning, 
when  tranquillity  was  re-established,  that  we  obtained  an  hour  or 
two's  repose.  At  sunrise  we  were  on  the  alert,  eager  to  see  the 
result  of  the  night's  fracas,  in  which  we  never  doubted  that  the 
nocturnal  musicians  had  borne  a  part.  We  found  them  all  asleep 
upon  the  ground,  but  sleeping  the  sleep  which  has  no  end.  Yes ; 
Messieurs  the  apes,  after  having  greedily  poisoned  themselves  by 
swallowing  our  rice  and  palm- wine,  had  regaled  us  all  night  with 
their  death-song. 

"  The  earth  was  strewn  with  dead  bodies,  for  the  euphorbia  had 
produced  a  terrible  effect.  We  flung  them  into  the  sea,  and  also 
the  utensils  which  had  contained  the  poison;  thereupon  we  re- 
turned to  oar  hut,  where  we  were  glad  enough  to  rest  awhile  after 
the  hideous  and  disgusting  task  that  had  occupied  us  during  the 
morning. 

*'  It  was  then  that  Rudly  composed  his  famous  letter,  which 
you  have  not,  i)erhap8,  received.  Here  it  is — written  in  a  strain 
of  the  loftiest  poesy. 

Rudly 's  Lktteb. 

" '  PROSPSCT  Hill,  the  llth,  I2th,  or  Ulh  insL 

"*The  caravanseray  of  Prospect  Hill  has  been  cleansed,  and  rendered 
inhabitable. 

'* '  The  labour  has  cost  us  tlie  sweat  of  oar  brows ;  but  the  guilty  ones 
have  paid  for  it  with  their  blood. 

" '  Nemesis  has  filled  the  cup  of  vengeance  with  deadly  poison,  and 
Ocean  now  bears  upon  its  billows  the  corpses  of  the  traitors. 

" '  The  sun  iu  all  his  splendour  assists  at  our  preparations  for  departure ; 
ho  will  meet  with  us  again  this  evening  in  the  defile  of  the  savannah. 

"  ♦  ra/<?/c.— Farewell ! '  " 

The  reading  of  this  piece  of  semi-burlesque  terminated 
Frederick's  narrative,  or  at  least  involved  us  in  so  many  and  such 
long  digressions  that  I  find  myself  obliged  to  resume  my  son's 
recital,  and  to  acquaint  my  readers  with  the  impression  this 
enigmatical  letter  produced  VLyton  us,  as  well  as  with  the  events 
that  folio weil,  until  we  rejoined  our  young  and  daring  explorers. 

We  had,  in  fact,  received  Rudly 's  letter ;  with  its  mythological 
images  of  Nemesis  and  poisoned  cups,  it  contained  some  things 
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we  uoiilil  iiul  unJorstAnd.     What  were  the  oorpBes  borne  upon  the 
billowK  cif  Ocean? 

Another  <U<k]>iiIcIi,  received  later  in  the  kftemoon,  brongfat  onr 
aiiKiely  to  a  ilimax.     It  ran  as  fbllowa : — 

"  Tlip  psIiBule  of  ths  dedio  leading  into  the  aavwuiah  !■  broksn  down. 

"  Tha  Bu^ut-concd  have  bMD  uTetrie*ably  detttOfed.  We  notics  in  tlw 
■and  briHid  and  dcop  impreaaions,  like  thaw  of  an  elephant'a  foot,  and 
bniullcr  uncg  rcaombling  Iliooe  of  a  hoiae'a  boot. 

"  Cuiuo  qiikkly  to  our  aadatance,  dear  parenta.  Uneh  reqnitea  hi  te 
■tiiiio  horo  to  eamire  the  aari-lj  of  our  colony.    A.boTe  aU  thinga,  do  not  lote 

The  reailt'r  citn  imagine  our  anxiety  after  perusing^  this  but 

[lu({iutoll. 

I  sail'Ilt^d  tLe  oniiger  without  a  moment's  delay ;  and  leaTing 
Ki'iii'st  and  his  motlier  at  the  grotto,  with  instructions  to  join  u» 
next  (ky  nt  the  ilefilc,  wt  out  immediately.  Between  my  eons 
and  iiiyxulf  inteivt^ncd  a  dixtanee  of  six  leagues ;  1  traversed  it  in 
three  houDj,  and  i'i.>ac)ii;d  the  defile  before  night. 

My  cliiliheii  were  much  iurprised  at  seeing  ine  arrive  with  so 
much  piouiiititudc,  itiid  reoeiveJ  me  with  transporta  of  joy.  The 
sutrar-cHiics  I  found  hopelOEsIy  destroyed,  and  lho«e  which  had  oot 
been  trodden  ti>  the  ground  had  beeu  slrippcd  of  their  foliage  by 
nil  animul  whiuli  I  uoududed  must  be  an  elephant,  because  it 
would  lax  all  (ho  skill  of  that  iiitelligeut  beast  to  gather  from  the 
long  fiteiu  tLe  thin  narrow  leaves  enveloping  it.  The  large  posts 
we  had  ctectcti  with  so  much  dilliculty  to  form  a  barrier  at  the 
mouth  of  tlie  <kiH1c,  were  jilucke<l  up,  brokeu,  aud  scattered  about 
like  so  many  rcciU ;  (lie  trees  all  around  had  been  deprived  of 
their  bark;  the  bamboos  had  been  no  better  treated  than  the 
sugar-canes ;  and  in  the  entire  plantation  was  not  left  a  singli^ 
young  or  tender  slioot — all  had  been  i-arefully  pickal. 

I  examined  attentively  the  footprints  in  the  sand,  and  convinced 
myself  that  they  could  only  have  been  left  by  an  elephant ;  the 
smaller  impreHttJons  whitih  I  remarked  at  various  points  might  be 
those  of  au  hippopotamus.  I  retraced  my  steps,  to  ascertain 
whether  any  other  ferocious  beast  had  introduced  himeelf  into  our 
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territory  by  this  pass,  but  could  distinguish  nothing  except  the 
traces  of  an  animal  like  a  wolf  or  a  dog,  which  I  supposed  might 
be  those  of  the  hyaena  killed  by  Fritz  ;  but  as  there  were  no  signs 
of  its  having  returned,  I  felt  at  ease. 

All  around  our  hut  we  now  collected  a  quantity  of  dry  branches, 
and  having  amassed  an  abundant  quantity,  we  kindled  our  watch- 
fires  at  the  approach  of  night.  We  shared  with  one  another  the 
labour  of  watching  them  and  keeping  them  alive ;  but  nothing 
disturbed  us  until  daybreak. 

That  evening,  the  subject  of  our  conversation  was,  very  naturally, 
elephants ;  and  my  young  hunters  were  very  desirous  of  knowing 
what  kind  of  enemy  they  were  about  to  confront.  We  gathered 
around  the  fire,  and  I  endeavoured  to  condense  in  as  few  words 
as  possible  all  I  knew  in  reference  to  the  monstrous  animal  towards 
which  our  attention  was  directed. 

^'  The  elephant,"  said  I,  *^  is  one  of  the  most  singular  of  quad- 
rupeds, as  regards  the  conformation  of  several  parts  of  his  body. 
Considering  this  animal  relatively  to  our  usual  standard  of  har- 
monious proportions,  he  is  certainly  ill-made ;  his  body  is  thick 
and  short,  his  limbs  are  stiff  and  unwieldy,  his  feet  round  and 
twisted  ;  his  monstrous  head  is  covered  with  a  very  hard  skin,  and 
the  cranium,  especially  in  the  front,  is  seven  inches^  thick ;  his  ears 
droop  on  either  side  like  motionless  leaves ;  his  trunk,  his  tusks, 
his  hoofs  are  all  as  ungraceful  to  the  eye  as  they  are  necessary  to 
the  animal. 

''The  warm  countries  of  Africa  and  Asia  are  the  principal 
habitat  of  the  elephant ;  the  elephants  of  India  are  much  larger, 
and,  consequently,  stronger  than  those  of  Africa. 

''  When  the  elephant  is  indued  in  his  hide  and  flesh,  his  hind- 
legs  appear  much  shorter  than  his  fore,  because  they  are  less  dis- 
engaged from  the  mass  of  the  body;  these  legs  are  more  like 
those  of  man  than  of  the  majority  of  quadrupeds,  inasmuch  as  the 
heel  lies  flat  on  the  ground,  and  the  foot  is  very  short.  The  sole 
is  furnished  with  a  ring  (come)  of  bone,  hard,  solid,  and  an  inch  in 
thickness:  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  varies  in  form  in 
different  individuals.  The  strength  of  the  elephant's  legs  is  pro- 
portioned to  his  heavy  bulk,  so  that  he  travels  with  speed,  and 
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can  tiiuily  Dverlnkc  &t  liin  ostul  pice  ■  man  whan  running.  Oa 
aluo  swims  very  well,  owing  to  tbe  great  Tolutno  of  water  whick 
liis  body  iliitplncL-s,  and  also  to  the  manner  in  wliich  hU  ballj  ii 
iiit1nt<.'d   liy  vciiiit  that  increase  its  site.      Some   authon  ban 


nsscrtcil  thiit,  owinR  to  tlic  rigidity  of  his  linibs,  ho  cannot  rUe 
wlicn  he  has  oiico  wyjumed  a  rocumlwnt  position.  Tliis  is  purely  a 
tabic :  tlio  elephant  lies  down  and  rises  again  with  the  utmost  e«se, 

"  Tlie  most  admirnhle  organ,  and  the  moat  characteristic,  of  the 
elephant  is  his  trunk,  in  which  we  reiimik  certain  movements  and 
usages  fuuiul  in  no  other  aniinnl ;  its  striiyturo  in  likewise  very 
singulur. 

"It  is  or  great  length,  and  the  auiuial  shortens  or  elongates  it  ut 
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pleasure.  It  is  wrinkled,  full  of  nerves,  hollow  like  a  tube,  and 
exceedingly  flexible  in  every  direction;  at  its  extremity  it  widens 
like  a  vase,  and  forms  a  sort  of  ledge  or  rim,  of  which  the 
lower  portion  is  thicker  than  the  sides ;  this  ledge  is  lengthened 
in  the  upper  part,  and  accordingly  resembles  the  tip  of  a  finger. 
At  the  bottom  of  this  cup-like  appendage  are  two  holes,  the  nos- 
trils ;  it  is  by  means  of  this  rim,  or  ledge,  the  elephant  does  all 
those  things  which  man  can  do  with  his  hand. 

"  When  he  applies  to  any  object  the  edges  of  the  extremity  of 
his  trunk,  simultaneously  drawing  in  his  breath,  the  object  remains 
glued  to  the  trunk,  and  follows  its  various  movements ;  it  is  thus 
that  he  easily  lifts  the  heaviest  objects,  even  if  their  weight 
amounts  to  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds. 

"  His  neck  is  so  short  that  he  cannot  lower  his  head  to  the 
ground  and  browse  on  the  herbage,  or  drink  readily  when  he  is 
athirst ;  he  soaks  the  end  of  his  trunk  in  the  water,  and  by  an 
aspiration  fills  its  cavity ;  then  he  bends  it  so  as  to  pour  its  con- 
tents down  his  throat. 

*'  When  he  is  in  want  of  food,  he  plucks  up  the  grass  with  his 
trunk  and  passes  it  to  his  mouth.  In  fact,  it  serves  not  only  in- 
stead of  a  hand,  but  as  a  vigorous  arm ;  and  with  this  organ  he 
tears  up  the  trees,  and  breaks  the  branches,  to  clear  a  passage 
through  the  forests.  The  water  with  which  he  fills  it  he  can  pro- 
pel to  a  considerable  distance,  and  in  any  direction. 

"The  mouth  of  the  elephant  is  the  lowest  part  of  his  head;  it 
is  armed  with  only  eight  teeth — four  in  the  upper,  and  four  in 
the  lower  jaw.  As  his  trunk  and  these  eight  teeth  would  be  but 
a  poor  defence,  nature  has  provided  him  with  two  others,  project- 
ing from  the  upper  jaw,  and  of  immense  strength.  They  are 
several  feet  in  length,  and  slightly  curved  upwards ;  with  these 
the  animal  attacks  his  enemies,  or  defends  himself  against  them. 
The  female  is  armed  with  tusks  like  the  male ;  they  are  hollow  at 
their  origin,  and  for  about  half  their  length ;  the  rest,  up  to  the 
point,  is  solid.     These  tusks  form  the  ivory  of  commerce. 

"  Very  small  are  the  eyes  of  the  elephant ;  his  eyelids  are  fur- 
nished with  eye-lashes — a  peculiarity  which  he  possesses  in  com- 
mon with  man,  the  ape,  the  ostrich,  and  the  great  vulture.     His 
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budy  in  coverod  with  a  skin  or  hide  of  dngularlj  wrinkled  atpact ; 
this  adds  to  the  nngsinliness  of  his  ■ppeannoa,  and  tlie  mon  ■> 
that  in  ploccH  it  is  garniahed  with  briatlea  like  those  of  Um  wiU 
boar.  They  abound  ptrticalarly  on  the  oonvez  portion  of  llu 
trunk,  the  eyelids,  and  the  tail,  which  bristlea  with  them  thnnigii- 
out  its  entire  length,  and  terminates  in  a  tolerably  long'  tuft,  ^e 
Indians  ascribe  numerous  imaginary  virtuea  to  these  bristles ;  the 
AfricanR,  both  men  and  women,  make  itM  of  them  in  their  penonal 
ovnamcnU. 

"  The  elephant,  in  a  wild  state,  lives  upon  herbs,  gfrasses,  fruits, 
and  even  on  the  boughs  of  trees,  eating  their  tender  wood.  In 
August  and  September  they  make  an  incursion  into  the  rice  and 
maize  fields,  and  cummit  great  havoc.  The  Africans  protect  their 
plantations  with  rows  of  fires,  whose  brigfatneas  terrifies  the  ele- 
phant. Though  a  voracious  eater,  he  can  remain  seven  or  eight 
days  without  food.  Tlicir  drink  is  water,  which  they  are  careful 
to  diNtutb  before  drinking,  like  the  camel. 

"  The  wild  elephant  eometimea  breaks  into  and  devastates  the 
tubaccu  fields.  If  the  plant  should  bo  young  and  water?,  it  docs 
him  no  harm  ;  but  if  it  is  quite,  or  nearly,  ripe,  it  intoxicates  him, 
and  ho  then  abandons  himself  to  the  most  ridiculous  contortions. 
When,  unfortunately  for  him,  the  dose  is  a  little  too  strong,  he 
falls  asleep,  and  the  niggers  easily  revenge  themselves  for  the 
damage  done  by  his  trunk  and  heavy  hoofs. 

"The  elephant  is  endowed  with  singular  instinct  and  docility.  It 
is  said  to  be  susceptible  of  attachment,  of  affection,  and  of  grati- 
tude, even  so  as  to  pine  away  witli  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  its 
keeper.  It  in  easily  tamed,  and  taught  so  many  difficult  exercises, 
that  one  is  surprised  a  beast  of  such  bulk  and  unwieldiness  can  ac- 
quire the  skill  and  ninibleness  requisite  for  their  duo  performance." 

My  sons  now  addressed  to  me  a  legion  of  questiooa,  to  which  I 
hastened  to  reply  as  best  I  could,  and  the  discussion  thus  begun 
contributed  to  while  away  the  long  hours  of  the  night. 

Next  duy,  after  dinner,  arrived  Ernest  and  his  mother ;  together 
with  the  cart,  the  cow,  the  foal,  and  the  whole  collection  of  uten- 
sils necessary  for  an  encampment  of,  probably,  some  duration. 
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We  accordingly  established  ourselves,  and  set  to  work  on  the 
construction  of  a  palisade,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  a  rampart, 
of  greater  solidity  and  defensive  strength  than  our  previous  forti- 
fications. I  will  spare  my  readers  the  details  of  this  wearisome 
task  ;  it  occupied  us  for  upwards  of  a  month,  and  left  us  no  time 
for  any  other  labour.  My  good  Elizabeth  lent  us  her  assistance, 
and  inspired  her  sons  by  her  example  with  a  perseverance  and  an 
ardour  very  unusual  at  their  age. 

We  enjoyed,  however,  some  relief  from  this  difficult  toil ;  my 
wife  took  charge  of  household  atl'airs,  and  the  cattle ;  I  collected  a 
stock  of  porcelain  clay ;  Frederick  made  some  voyages  in  his 
canoe ;  while  his  brother,  prowling  about  our  habitation,  every  day 
discovered  something  useful. 

The  fortification  with  which  we  had  closed  up  the  defile  did  not 
satisfy  our  apprehensions,  and  we  resolved  to  construct  a  species  of 
retreat  suitable  for  our  residence  when  we  visited  this  part  of  the 
country.  We  had  not  enough  hands  to  attempt  the  erection  of  a 
regular  fort,  without  reference  to  our  very  limited  knowledge  of 
the  science  of  architecture.  We  drew,  therefore,  upon  our  recol- 
lections, and  Fredenck  foi*tunately  called  to  mind  that  the  Kamts- 
chatdales  constructed  economical  dwellings  which  might  fitly  answer 
our  purpose. 

The  country-houses  of  the  Kamtschat dales  are  composed  of  four 
solid  posts  planted  firmly  in  the  ground,  and  of  a  greater  or  lesser 
elevation.  On  their  summits,  they  lay  in  different  directions  a 
sufficient  number  of  planks  and  beams,  so  as  to  form  a  platform  at 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  above  the  ground.  The  walls  are  built 
up  of  reeds  and  grasses  interwoven,  and  the  roof  is  made  of  bark 
and  boughs. 

This  kind  of  edifice  does  not  require  any  scientific  knowledge  of 
the  builder's  art ;  in  this  respect,  therefore,  it  eminently  suited  us ; 
and  while  such  a  fortress  might  not  present  a  very  formidable 
aspect,  it  would  suffice  nevertheless  as  a  covert  whenc6  we  might 
repel  with  musketry  any  of  the  denizens  of  the  savannah  who 
might  be  tempteii  to  attack  us. 

Instead  of  posts,  which  we  might  have  found  some  difficulty  in 
burying  sufficiently  deep  in  the  earth,  we  selected  four  trees,  whoee 
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[tosition  at  I'iglit  aii^lpH,  anil  distanra  from  one  another,  com- 
ispoudtrd  admirably  with  thu  fuur  comer  pillars  of  the  Komtachkt- 
dalc  cdificu.  Wo  did  not  cut  them  down  into  trunks,  %ut  maile 
use  of  tlieir  brandies  an  u  support  for  the  flooring.  They  re- 
KoniMud  in  general  cbarautcr  tho  European  plane,  and  wera 
ciiibclliidied  with  serural  feet  of  vanilla,  which  clambered  up  thrir 
trunkfl,  but  wlticli  an  elepliant'a  iiitellijj^cnt  trunk  had  plundered  of 
its  fruit. 

Wo  wove  tlie  widli'  and  pai'titiuuK  of  our  ciuitlu  in  tho  air  out  d 
Rplit  bamboos  and 
rt-cdH,  and  covered 
tlieni      with      ulipol 
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perviaufi  tu  the  rain. 

The  talipot  ia  a 
species  of  palm ;  ita 
leaves  develop  to  a 
very  couRiderafjIe  wiw*. 
fit  that  a  single  one 
will  afford  shelter  tu 
half  a  score  of  men. 
'niey  possess  tl>e  ad- 
vantage, moreover,  of 
|trescntiii(r  to  the  rain 
a  thick  and  compact 
tissue,  through  which 
it  cannot  make  itji 
way.  Its  discovery 
thus  supplied  uh  u-itJi 
an  assortment  of  light 
tiles  in  harmony  with 
the  solidity  of  our 
construi-tion,  which 
otherwise  we  should 
with  the  iiulusli-ial  resources  at  nur 

when,  of  which  wu  had  not  despoiled 
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our  trees,  fell  gracefully  around  the  aerial  cabin,  the  whole  form- 
ing a  kind  of  canopied  cradle  closely  resembling  our  residence  at 
Falcon's  Nest.  We  contemplated  our  handiwork  with  much  grati- 
fication, and  the  verdurousness  which  crowned  it  gave  it  so  charm- 
ing an  air  that,  despite  the  loopholes  we  had  opened  up  in  it, 
we  could  not  resign  ourselves  to  look  upon  it  as  a  military  edifice. 

To  ascend  to  the  first  story  of  this  habitation,  we  devised  a 
very  simple  means.  A  beam  stretching  from  the  platform  to  the 
ground,  was  notched  at  regular  intervals  so  as  to  furnish  resting- 
places  for  the  hands  and  feet ;  for  greater  safety  we  arranged  a 
rope  and  pulley  at  the  bottom  of  the  beam,  that  we  might  raise 
or  lower  it  at  will. 

Frederick  and  Rudly  promised  themselves  marvels  from  this  new 
fortress,  which  dominated  at  once  over  the  wall  we  had  first  con- 
structed, and  the  savannah  which  spread  far  away  to  the  distant 
horizon.  We  could  also  trace  the  winding  course  of  the  great 
river,  like  a  silver  thread  in  the  middle  of  the  desert,  and  by  means 
of  our  telescopes  could  distinguish  the  herds  of  buffaloes  or 
other  animals  which  came  to  quench  their  thirst  in  the  flowing 
waters. 

"  Any  savages  who  come  hither,"  said  one,  "  will  receive  our 
shots  without  knowing  from  whence  they  are  directed." 

"  And  the  elephants,  and  the  hippopotamuses  I  "  exclaimed 
another ;  "ah,  gentlemen  of  the  wilderness,  lords  of  the  desert, 
sovereigns  of  the  waste,  I  beseech  you  by  all  means  to  pay  a 
speedy  visit  to  our  domains  !  " 

Meanwhile,  until  the  savages  and  the  hippopotami  appeared, 
our  aerial  fortress  served  as  an  asylum  for  the  peaceful  animals  we 
had  captured  since  our  departure  from  Tent-town.  The  royal 
heron  took  to  it  kindly,  and  so  did  the  black  swans  ;  the  aquatic 
birds,  who  dabbled  all  day  in  the  neighbouring  brook,  throve  so 
well  under  our  care  that  they  evidently  had  ceased  to  regret  the 
freshness  of  their  native  lake  ;  the  Bird  of  Paradise  was  the  only 
creature  who  suffered — he  felt  himself  so  confined  in  the  narrow 
area  we  had  allotted  to  him  that  I  was  constrained  to  amputate  his 
beautiful  tail,  which  gave  the  poor  bird  an  aspect  as  disgraceful  as 
it  was  ridiculous.     I  hoped,  however,  this  loss  would  not  be  irre- 
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pBi&ble,  aod  tniRW  that  after  the  rooultiDg  aeanon  he  wooM  ra- 

appear  in  all  liU  pristine  splendour. 

We  had  now  again  sufficient  leisure  to  proaecnte  our  explo»- 
tiona,  which  were  rewarded,  as  usual,  by  wraral  importaDt  dk- 
coveries.  One  day,  when  Frederick  amused  himMlf  in  re-MMnd- 
ing  in  his  cajack  the  great  river  of  the  aavannali.  he  foiud  taiumg 
the  vegetables  on  ita  banks  several  nnknown  shmba,  of  which  hs 
brought  back  to  us  a  few  specimena.  Some  were  gknuahed  with 
long  cluBters  of  fruits  of  a  beautiful  bright  green,  shAded  at  tba 
extremity  by  a  tint  of  violet,  and  shaped  like  a  large  gerkiQ;  otben^ 
loaded  with  a  multitude  of  tiny  flowers,  bore  a  good-aized  fruit, 
not  unlike  a  cucumber  in  appearance.  Frederick  collected  sereial 
roots  of  the  former;  and  of  the  branches  of  the  latter  he  made 
a  bundle,  which  he  fastened  to  the  stem  of  his  cajack,  and  towed 
down  the  stream. 

When  I  came  to  examine  these  seeming  gcrkina  and  cucumboa, 
I  recognized  immediately  two  of  the  most  precious  producticMU 
of  the  Tropics :  the  larger  I  identified  with  the  fruits  of  the  ocao, 
from  which  cliocolaic  is  obtained;  the  smaller  and  more  useful,  for 
in  many  American  countries  they  form  the  principal  food  of  the 
negro,  were  those  of  the  banana.  We  eagerly  tasted  these  mnch- 
cxtolled  articles,  but  their  flavour  did  not  answer  our  expec- 
tations. 

he  midst  of  a  kind  of  glatinou 
pith,  not  unlike  thick  cream  in 
appearance,  but  very  unlike  it 
a  taste,  for  the  pith  is  fievonr- 
leas,  while  the  beans  them* 
selves  are  inaupportably  bitter. 
As  for  the  bananas,  though  we 
relished  them  a  little  better, 
their  smell  seemed  to  us  to 
resemble  that  of  over-ripe 
pears,  and  their  after-taste 
was  by  no  means  agreeable. 
"It  is  very  curious,"  said 
"  that  this  fruit — I  speak  of  the  banana,  for  the 


The  cacao-beans  are  found  ii 


I,  laughing, 


CHOnOLATE  FOB  ETER 


US 


otiier  requiren  much  preparation  to  ren<)er  it  pnlaUble — thou^ 
bearing  so  high  a  repute, 
should  appear  to  us  of 
such  inferior  quality ; 
probably,  this  too  re- 
quires some  dreaaing  of 
cooking  to  secure  our 
approbation." 

The  unlucky  experi- 
ment of  the  cacao,  how- 
ever, did  not  discomfit 
my  sons;  they  were  all 
well  acquainted  with 
chocolate,  sud  fully 
understood  what  a  boon 
to  our  epicurean  tastes 
the  new  discovery  might 
be  made  to  afford. 

"  Never  mind  the 
banana."  they  cried ; 
"stick  to  the  cacao. 
Hake  us  some  chocolate,  OutAHA 

papa  !  chocolate  for  ever  1 " 

"  Very  good,  gentlemen,"  I  answered,  with  far  leas  enthunaam 
than  they  displayed ;  "  but  before  rejoicing  in  anticipation  of  a 
dainty  which  as  yet  we  do  not  happen  to  possess,  it  would  be 
more  logical  if  you  made  yourself  acquainted  with  the  plant  which 
is  to  supply  it,  and  the  process  by  which  the  hitter  finiit  of  the 
cacao  is  converted  into  savoury  chocolate.  Come,  let  us  hear 
whether  any  one  of  you  can  give  us  «  few  details  teepecting  the 
origin  and  mode'of  preparation  of  this  exquisite  viand." 

For  a  minute  or  two  my  words  were  fallowed  fay  a  dead  silence. 
Then  our  learned  professor  took  up  the  theme. 

"  The  caceo,"  said  he,  "  is  a  tree  of  moderate  girth  and  stature, 
varying  slightly  according  to  the  nature  of  the  eoil  in  which  it 
grows.  Its  wood  is  porous,  and  very  light.  Ita  leaves  are  about 
nine  inches  long  by  four  broad  ;  those  which  fall  are  aucoeedeU  by 


too 
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othem,  80  that  tht>  tree  is  never  bare ;  it  is  alwaf  b  e nriclied  wi 
multituile  of  entremely  Btnall  rosebud-like  flowers,  dut  tliesri 
thicker  At  tiie  two  Bolatiues  tlian  ftt  ftiiy  ollit'r  tinin.  In  fr 
wlicn  mature,  are  of  t1je  size  and  hnvn  the  figure  of  a  cucuD 
I>[iiuto«I  at  tl)e  lower  extremity,  but  their  sorfkcc  is  fumnred 
the  sides  of  a  melon.  They  grow  along  the  stem  snd  the  mot! 
branches,  unlike  the  majority  of  European  fruits. 


"  The  cacao  is  the  staple  o(  a  Tcry  considerable  trfttle  in  Soi 
America;  its  eiiltivafinn  in,  therefore,  very  carefully  proaecuti 
Tile  trees  are  planted  nl  iiitcrvnls  of  twelve  to  fiftt-cn  ft-et, 
that  llipy  niny  tlirive  the  more  vigorously,  and  great  atteuti 
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is  paid  to  their  protection  from  the  winds.  They  are  exceedingly 
partial  to  low  and  damp  localities,  in  the  midst  of  woods  where  a 
site  for  them  has  been  cleared  out  by  burning.  As  they  spring 
wholly  from  seed,  the  young  plants  require  to  be  properly 
shaded. 

*^  When  the  cacao  is  thought  to  be  ripe,  the  most  adroit  negroes 
are  selected  for  the  task  of  gathering  the  fruit.  With  small 
switches  they  knock  down  the  ripe  pods,  taking  good  heed  not  to 
touch  those  which  have  not  reached  maturity,  or  the  blossoms. 
In  months  of  plenty,  they  continue  harvesting  for  a  whole  fort- 
night ;  in  less  abundant  seasons,  they  gather  from  month  to  month. 
All  the  fruit  thus  collected  is  left  in  a  heap  for  four  days ;  if  the 
grains  remained  longer  in  their  pods,  they  would  germinate;  there- 
fore, when  the  planters  of  Martinico  wished  to  dispatch  a  supply 
o(  seed  to  the  neighbouring  islands,  they  were  very  careful  not  to 
begin  picking  until  the  ship  which  was  to  take  them  on  board  was 
ready  to  sail,  and  they  were  landed  immediately  on  her  aixival  in 
port.  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  the  kernels  are  extracted 
from  the  husks,  and  arranged  in  a  heap  on  a  platform  covered  with 
leaves  of  the  halisier ;  similar  leaves  are  laid  over  them,  and  kept 
down  with  planks,  so  as  to  induce  in  the  cacao  a  slight  degree  of 
fermentation,  and  the  grains  thus  prepared  are  imported  into 
Europe. 

"  The  Americans,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  brewed  a 
liquor  with  the  cacao  melted  in  hot  water,  seasoned  with  pimento, 
coloured  with  rocou^  and  mixed  with  boiled  maize  to  increase  the 
quantity.  These  strange  compounds  gave  the  brewage  so  peculiar 
and  so  harsh  a  flavour,  that  a  Spanish  soldier  said  he  could  never 
have  accustomed  himself  to  it,  if  want  of  wine  had  not  reduced  him 
to  the  alternative  of  drinking  either  it  or  pure  water.  The 
Indians  called  the  beverage  chocolatly  and  we  have  preserved  the 
name.  Tlie  Spaniards  sought  to  correct  its  disagreeableness ;  they 
added  to  the  cacao  paste  various  Oriental  spices,  and  some  of  the 
indigenous  drugs ;  but  of  all  these  ingredients  only  sugar,  cinna- 
mon, and  vanilla  are  now  made  use  of. 

"  The  cacao  nibs  are  stripped  of  their  rind  by  exposure  to  a 
strong  heat ;  they  are  then  roasted  in  a  vessel  over  a  gentle  fire. 
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and  a  paste  is  tlius  obtained,  which  is  mixed  with  nMiiy  lU  own 
weight  of  sugar." 

"  See,  now,  the  value  of  science!  "  interrupted  Rudlj  ;  "  I  eat 
chocolate,  certainly,  as  well  as  any  person:  well,  I  hare  nerer 
thought  <•(  making  myself  acquainted  with  its  origin  or  mannfM- 
tnre.  From  my  cup  to  my  monthi  It  neyer  entered  my  mind 
that  it  had  to  nrnke  any  other  voyage.  80  I  bnrable  myself  mtMt 
willingly  before  ProfeMSor  Emeflt,  and  vote  him  the  first  cup  of 
chocolate  that  iksucs  from  the  factories  of  Tent- town." 

"  Agreed,  agreed  !  "  was  the  general  shout ;  and  the  professor's 
triumph  svas  accomplished  amidst  a  prolonged  hurst  of  laughter. 

The  banana  afterwards  became  the  subject  of  an  intereeting 
disquisition. 

"  Is  it  not  strange,"  said  I,  tasting  anew  the  insipid  plant  of 
llic  cacao  and  a  slice  of  tlie  sweet  sickly  hanana,  "  that  these  fmits, 
so  vulucd  in  tlie  New  World,  should  be  so  little  to  our  taste  ?  In 
the  colonics  a  great  regale  is  made  of  tlio  cream  of  the  cacao,  by 
minting  it,  it  is  true,  with  sugar  and  cinnamon.  Just  so  with  the 
banana,  unworthy  as  it  appears  to  us  of  its  renown ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  a  writer  who  has  admirably  desi:ribcd  the  marvels  of 
Nature  and  the  wise  gifts  of  Providence,  the  hanana  alone  would 
have  supplied  all  the  wants  of  the  First  Man.  It  fumishesa  most 
wholesome  food  in  its  turinaceoun,  HUcculent,  sugary,  unctuous, 
aroniatic  fruits,  in  size  about  the  diameter  of  the  mouth,  and 
grouped  together  like  the  fiiij^ers  of  the  Imman  hand;  n  single 
cluster  is  a  sufhcient  burden  for  one  man.  In  aspect  it  is  like  a 
magnificent  parasol,  whose  top,  extended,  and  somewhat  lofty,  is 
agreeably  relieved  hy  stripes  of  long,  broad,  satiny,  and  emerald 
leaves. 

"  These  leaves  droop  at  their  extremities,  and  form,  by  their 
graceful  eun-es,  a  charming  craille,  Impenetrable  to  sun  and  rain. 
As.  when  fresh,  they  are  very  supple,  the  Indians  malie  thein  into 
all  kinds  of  vessels ;  they  cover  their  cabins  with  them,  and  by 
drying  the  stem  draw  from  it  a  kind  of  thread  ;  the  negroes  use 
them  as  shrouds  for  the  bodies  of  their  dead  ;- — ^and  thus  the  banana 
alone  furnishes  man  with  food,  lodging,  utensils,  clothes,  and  a 
cerement. 
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"  Nor  is  this  all :  this  beautiful  plant,  which  in  our  European 
hothouses  produces  fruit  only  once  in  every  three  years,  under  the 
Equator  yields  it  annually,  after  which  the  stem  withers ;  but  it 
is  surrounded  by  a  dozen  offslioots  of  various  sizes,  which  bear  suc- 
cessively, in  such  wise  that  at  all  times,  and  in  fact  every  month, 
one  of  them  is  ripening,  like  the  monthly  burden  of  the  cocoa-nut 
tree.  Such  is  the  case  with  the  banana  when  growing  on  the 
border  of  a  tropical  stream,  its  natural  habitat. 

"  There  are  numerous  species  of  banana  trees  of  different  sizes, 
from  one  no  taller  than  a  child  to  that  which  measures  double  a 
man's  stature ;  and  of  bananas,  from  a  fruit  no  thicker  than  your 
thumb  to  that  which  is  as  thick  as  a  robust  Herculean  arm.  In  the 
Mauritius  flourish  dwarf  banana  trees,  and  there  are  giant  banana 
trees,  indigenous  to  Madagascar,  with  long  curving  fruits  which  are 
called  bulVs-homs,  A  man  can  easily  gather  them  by  scaling  the 
tall  trunk,  where  the  stems  of  old  leaves  form  convenient  stepping- 
places.  A  single  banana  will  make  a  good  meal,  and  a  single 
cluster  a  day's  provision. 

"  Bananas  differ  greatly  in  flavour :  the  dwarf  species  has  a 
strong  taste  of  saffron  ;  the  common,  or  banana-fig,  is  unctuous, 
sugary,  and  farinaceous  ;  it  is  as  solid  as  fresh  butter  in  winter,  and 
consequently,  as  teeth  are  not  needed  to  bite  it,  makes  a  capital 
food  for  infants  and  the  aged.  It  has  also  some  other,  and  not  less 
special,  characteristics  ;  although  only  covered  by  a  thin  rind,  it  is 
never  touched  by  birds  or  insects  until  properly  ripe  ;  and  if  col- 
lected before  it  quite  attains  maturity,  it  will  ripen  perfectly  in- 
doors, and  may  be  preserved  a  month  in  all  its  goodness. 

"  Bananas  are  met  with  throughout  the  Torrid  Zone,  in  Africa, 
Asia,  and  the  two  Americas,  the  islands  of  the  Asiatic  and  Ameri- 
can seas,  and  even  in  the  remotest  islands  of  the  great  Southern 
Ocean.  With  justice,  therefore,  have  voyagers  designated  it  the 
King  of  Vegetables,  because  they  have  observed  that  between  the 
two  Tropics  an  infinite  number  of  human  beings  live  almost  wholly 
upon  bananas. 

"  In  India,  it  is  under  its  delightful  shade,  and  by  means  of  its 
fruits,  incessantly  reproduced  upon  its  numerous  off-shoots,  that 
the  Brahmin  prolongs  for  a  century  and  upwards  his  life  of  seclu- 
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Hiim  nii'l  iriralitntivc  trnrquillity.  A  batuuia-tree,  flooriahiiif 
tin-  iiiuik  uC  a  limjiitl  htrcmii,  Kupplies  his  every  want.* 

"I  iir.'Kiiiui-,"ail.li!iI  I,  w-hon  I  had  exbaiuted  all  the  infoi 
(ioti  Willi  wliitli  my  ri-ailiiig  had  furniuhcd  me  on  the  subject  oi 

1>; nil,  "  that  Iho  fmita  of  thin  tree,  not  being  thorooghly  i 

havi>  lind,  nii  fur  nH  wc  are  concunied,  tionie  of  their  valu 
r[iinlilirM,  or  pethajis  their  immeniion  in  Bca-water  has  affe 
Ihi'ii  taste.  However  this  may  be,  I  think  we  have  made  a  v 
nlile  iicijui«iliim,  whii'h  wc  must  endeavour  to  turn  to  adTantai 

Durinp;  thin  loug  discourBC,  my  wife  had  cut  open  several 
iiaiidH,  seekiiig  in  vain  for  sonic  seed^  or  pips  with  which  to  en 
hiT  ciillcftirin  ij[  useful  pkniK  in  the  kitchen -garden.  I  poii 
out  to  her  niiotlier  pceuliarity  of  the  banana,  that  it  contains 
wills ;  ihi;  mmlc  of  rcprmluctiun  of  this  singular  plant  being  so 
by  Ihv  s],u.,ts  if  llmuvs  off,  which,  if  pimilcd  in  a  rich,  door, 
bmiii.l  M,il,  mi.lily  Ukc-  r.wt.  Ah  for  the  seeds  of  the  encao,  wl 
my  wile  \\a.s  iilsn  ilesirous  nf  Kowing  in  her  garden,  she  was  cr 
lielliwl  li>  reiiouiiiro  (he  idea,  on  an  nlwtervation  of  Master  Erne 
lliut  the  I'lieiio-liean  would  not  geriiiiiintc  unless  committed  to 
^muiul  diii'elly  it  wan  pliiekitl, 

Conscnui'iilly  it  ivas  lewjlved  that  Frodortok,  next  day,  sho 
emliaik  on  boanl  )iis  eitjiiek,  and  go  in  quest  of  the  elementR  nee 
sary  for  the  ropruduelioii  of  these  two  useful  plants,  ^ry  wife  1 
a  iniident  housewife,  never  lo.st  sight  of  her  kitchen -garden,  i 
met  with  an  useful  vegetable  which  she  did  not  iuimediat 
allcuipt  to  cultivate  therein. 


the  following  day  Frederick  crabarke 
ho  imlled  up  against  the  stream  while 
were  occupied  with  onr  preparations 
departure,  and  fearing  that  )iis  eajn 
WDuM  not  hold  the  eargo  lie  expected 
gather,  towed  after  him  a  kind  of  re< 
iiurdle,  which  he  liud  constructed  wi 
his  own  hands.  Ho  would  have  he 
L'nibiirkcd  only  in  pursuit  of  a,  few  caet 

•  r-vinwIlndiSl.  llcrra 


a.sliftmo,i,  he  said,' 
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plants  and  bananas.  An  adventurer  like  him  looked  for  a  far  more 
valuable  booty.  He  was  absent  the  whole  day ;  but  when  in  the 
evening  he  re-appeared,  it  was  with  cajack  and  hurdle  so  overloaded 
that  they  were  half  sunk,  and  all  the  articles  upon  them  had  the 
advantage  of  making  the  voyage  in  a  state  of  perpetual  immer- 
sion. 

"  Bravo !  bravo ! "  exclaimed  his  brothers,  as  they  saw  him 
arrive  enveloped  in  a  forest  of  green  bushes.  Tliey  threw  them- 
selves upon  the  spoil,  which  Fritz  and  Ernest  began  to  haul  to- 
wards the  hut,  with  as  much  happiness  and  contentment  as  if 
they  had  drawn  upon  shore  the  galleon  loaded  with  Acapulco 
silver  captured  by  the  celebrated  Anson.  Meanwhile,  Rudly  had 
received  from  his  brother  another  burden  ;  it  was  a  wet  bag,  which, 
from  the  movements  of  the  canvas,  evidently  contained  some  living 
object.  The  boy  retired  a  few  paces ;  then,  casting  a  furtive  glance 
on  the  contents  of  the  mysterious  bag,  "  Good ! "  he  exclaimed, 
"  Frederick  has  given  me  a  commission;"  and  without  communi- 
cating his  discovery  to  any  one,  he  carefully  concealed  his  bag  at  a 
corner  of  the  shore  where  the  copse  was  thickest. 

Frederick  was  the  last  to  arrive ;  ho  held  in  his  hand  a  superb 
bird,  whose  feet  he  had  taken  care  to  tie,  as  well  as  its  head  and 
wings,  and  which  he  presented  to  us  as  the  most  precious  part  of 
the  day's  spoil. 

It  was  the  sultan-cock  of  Buffon,  the  king  of  all  water-fowl,  by 
the  beauty  of  its  fonn  and  the  splendour  of  its  plumage.  I  knew 
it  by  its  long  red  feet,  its  beautiful  feathers,  in  which  green  blended 
with  the  richest  violet,  and  especially  by  the  scarlet  spot  upon  its 
forehead.  My  wife  was  desirous  of  introducing  it  immediately  to 
the  society  of  our  poultry-yard ;  and  as,  though  somewhat  wild,  it 
was  a  very  gentle  animal,  it  soon  grew  tame  and  made  friends  with 
our  fowls,  though  the  latter  sometimes  seemed  jealous  of  the  beauty 
of  the  new-comer. 

Frederick  related  to  us  the  details  of  his  expedition.  He  in- 
formed us,  that  as  he  ascended  the  river  he  was  astonished  at  the 
new  aspect  its  shores  presented,  at  the  grandeur  of  the  dense  forests 
which  bordered  it,  and  the  prodigious  elevation  of  the  mountains 
which  rose  in  the  horizon.     He  met  with  several  families  of  Indian 
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funh,  piiituJuii,  and  peacocks,  whose  clucking  Hid  TBrions  cr 
GUeJ  thu  HL'uiie  ivitL  auimMion.  Ab  he  proceeded  the  TfU'^n 
uhangpil,  mid  lu-rdH  of  elephants — twenty  or  thirty  in  nambar 
gathered  upon  tlic  hank.  Some  descended  into  tlio  WRtv,  whi 
they  held  thcDucIves  iminnvable ;  or,  as  if  in  sport,  *f"TwhiH  | 
of  water  with  their  truukn  high  up  into  the  air,  allowing  lit*  w 
ing  K|)niy  to  full  like  rain  upon  their  maaaive  backs.  Othns  ta 
qiiillj'  fesHted  on  great  bundles  of  gn«t  whiob  tfa«j  plnt&ad  ■ 
bound  togctlicr  with  all  the  ekili  of  a  human  band.  KmI 
tigcrM  niid  pniithern  came  hastening  down  to  the  river  to  ^Hl 
tlieir  devouring;  ihirat,  ivhile  others,  aupiuely  indolent  in  tlM  •§■ 
tlieir  niat,'nifir-(>nt  hide  contracting  agreeably  vltfa  the  carpik 
verdure  on  which  they  were  reclined — Beemed  the  kings  of  dN 
desertR.  None  of  tlicxc  atiiroalM,  Iiowerer,  appeared  to  notin  a 
yoUHR  l-oyilfj'CT-, 

"  I  ttit  vtiy  little  onil  very  weak,"  said  Frederick,  "  whoi 
found  mysi'If  thus  face  t<i  face  with  audi  terrilila  eneratea.  1 
gun,  iiiy  cartridgwM,  mid  niyakill  were,  indeed,  s  very  poor  resoun 
[  did  not  hi'hitatc  a  moment,  therefore,  in  wheeling  round,  ai 
flying  Willi  all  the  Bpet-d  I  could  ciminimiicate  to  my  paddh 
But  I  had  fciia'cly  Logun  to  turn  my  cajack,  when  suddenly, 
about  twice  the  range  of  an  ordinaiy  inu:)kct,  I  saw  the  water  boi 
ing,  and  from  the  foain  emci^ed  n  long  large  jaw,  armed  n-lth  tl 
most  beautiful  array  I  linve  ever  Keen  uf  formidable  teeth  ;  this  ja 
opened  wide,  anil  turned  directly  toward^*  me.  How  I  found  strcngl 
to  escape  I  know  nut,  I  wns  so  terrified  by  this  last  apparition. 
acquireii,  I  assure  you,  a  ]e*i<m  in  natural  history  worth  any  othe 
and  I  am  willing  to  believe  I  profited  no  much  by  it  that  I  alii 
not  neeil  its  reiietition.'' 

"  What  animal,  then,  was  this,"  inquired  Fritz,  "  with  ynwnii 
jttw  and  terrible  teeth,  which  Freileritk  saw  on  the  surface  of  tl 

"  It  was  prolwibly  an  alligator,"  said  Kmest ;  "  or,  it  y-m  pref 
a  more  familiar  nnmo,  a  crocodile. " 

"  A  crocdile  I  the  animal  fonnei'ly  adored  by  the  Kgyptions  i 

"  Precisely,"  replied  the  professor,  encliautoil  with  the  oppo 
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tunitjr 

of  liieplay- 

ing  his  know- 

"  the  crocodile  belongs 

l?'^--^  'd^"^"    -'^- -__       *■*  thogreat  Saurian  family,  of  which 

^"■~^ ii:7^_~-  "  it  is  the  large§t  and  strongest  mem- 

ber.    Some  writers  believe  it  to  be  tbe  animal  referred  to  by  Job 
under  the  name  of  leviathan 

"The  crocodile,  which,  in  the  West  Indies,  is  also  called  the 
cayman,  is  a  very  voracious  monster.     Tt  springs  from  a  tolerably 
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•mall  eiifr,  niiil  yi-t  U  grom*  to  &  length  of  eighteen  to  twenty  (« 
it  iH  I'idthc'l  witli  a  hard  scaly  skin,  of  ft  dull  bronze  colour,  mix 
wilh  Hpots  of  u'liitc  and  green;  it  has  theimoutof  a  pig;  itsTnoii 
opens  right  ba 
to  its  ean,  mnd  : 
jaws  ar«  garuiah 
with  &  great  DQ] 
ber  of  long,  hai 
white,  and  poii 
ed  canine  ted 
which  fit  exad 
into  one  aoothc 
iU  eyea  reseml 
n  pig's;  they  i 
placed  in  saf« 
under  their  bo 
orbit;  its  feet  i 
armed  with  tr* 
chant  clan-H ; 
lail  is  round,  a 
us  long  as  the  r 
of  its  body. 
"  Crocodiles  i 

.■i.,.,™,«!.im*>(.r.VfW™!.  t„und  ;„  jj^^  Q, 

get),  the  Nik>,  llie  Niger,  and  in  Kevcrnl  greut  American  rive 
TlioBC  preKcrvcil  in  the  Rui'opcan  niuscimiB  iiro  usually  broug-ht  Srt 
Egypt,  wlieru  tlicy  nbouiid ;  tlioy  dwell  iu  the  rivers  and  the  nn 
motiitnlenii  and  almost  hidden,  keeping  vigilanl  wati'h  for  tlie  hcc 
lens  prey  ;  ihey  feed  iipim  fish,  but  are  very  jmrlial  lo  htimnii  flei 

"niecr-w.»Jilei«c;JUKhtwith  nn  inin  h-">k,  fur  its  hide  i* 
hard  ux  to  be  iiiiiiervious  to  duils,  and  even  to  ImlletB.  t^jicciitic 
have  been  met  with  full  thirty  fert  in  length." 

Frederick's  narrative  gave  mo  cauflD  for  iiiedilation.  It  w 
clear  that  the  environs  were  peopled  by  fierce  and  terrible  OTiima 
and  that  we  had  done  well  in  eftectunlly  barring  the  defile  tlmiuj 
which  Eiueh  dangerous  neighbours  might  have  intruded  into  n 
lorritories. 
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We  now  completed  our  preparations  for  departure,  and  decided 
upon  quitting  the  defile  at  daybreak,  and  making  our  way  to  Tent- 
town.  Frederick  asked  permission  to  make  the  voyage  by  water 
in  his  cajack,  returning  home  by  following  up  the  coast,  and 
doubling  Cape  Disappointment.  To  this  proposal  I  consented,  the 
more  willingly  that  the  skill  Frederick  had  acquired  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  cajack  left  me  no  further  uneasiness  on  his  account ; 
and,  moreover,  I  was  by  no  means  sorry  to  obtain  some  exact  in- 
formation relative  to  this  promontory,  which  we  had  never  yet 
succeeded  in  doubling. 

We  all  set  out  at  the  same  time,  and  accomplished  our  voy- 
ages with  equal  good  fortune.  The  navigator,  in  doubling  the 
cape,  made  two  new  discoveries.  Among  the  brushwood  which 
festooned  the  face  of  the  cliffs  he  observed  a  bush  covered  with 
very  fragrant  flowers  of  a  rosy  hue ;  its  leaves  were  long  and  nar- 
row, its  stems  spiny.  Another  plant,  whose  flowers  were  much 
smaller,  white,  and  very  numerous,  had  the  appearance  as  well  as 
the  foliage  of  a  myrtle.  He  brought  a  branch  of  each  shrub,  and 
in  one  my  wife  recognized  the  caper,  whose  flower-buds  are  pre- 
served in  vinegar;  while  the  second  seemed  to  me  a  kind  of  tea- 
plant,  and  was  accordingly  received  with  special  distinction. 

In  truth,  the  somewhat  dubious  hope  which  we  cherished,  that 
sooner  or  later  a  ship  would  sight  our  shores,  and  carry  us  back 
to  our  native  country,  induced  us  to  collect  all  that  the  island 
presented  of  the  precious  or  the  useful,  so  as  to  put  us  in  a  condi- 
tion to  negotiate  with  the  strangers  for  payment  of  our  passage, 
if  any  opportunity  offered  for  quitting  our  solitude. 

It  was  for  this  reason  we  yearly  collected  supplies  of  cotton  be- 
yond our  wants;  of  fruits,  which  we  dried  or  preserved;  of  aro- 
matics  and  spices,  such  as  pepper,  vanilla,  cinnamon,  cloves,  and  even 
nutmegs,  which  our  blue  pigeons  brought  every  season  from  remote 
islands,  and  of  which  we  skilfully  relieved  their  crops  when  they 
returned  to  the  pigeon-house.  The  reader  will  therefore  understand 
that  the  discovery  of  the  tea-shrub  was  regarded  by  me  as  one  of 
the  most  important  we  had  made  for  this  purpose. 

While  examining  the  branch  loaded  with  leaves  and  flowers 
which  Frederick  had  brought  us  as  a  specimen  of  this  valuable 
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able  til  loove  tlipni.  as  strnnjcura,  to  fetd  nt  discretion  upon  <n 
fitorcH  of  i)mvi'iii!cr. 

Tin-  liMtli-fowl.  till'  Cmiailti  Iimib,  n 


ml  tlio  cranes  (o) 
bail 


t*  rig] 
wio^  sliglitl 
injured ),  we: 
confined  in  tl 
two  neig'Iiboa 
ing  iiilcts.  1 
the  royal  beroi 
the  sultan -cod 
the  black  swan 
and  tbe  el^pi 
Numidian  wt 
next  allotted  tb 
Buck's  Marel 
on  sraount  i 
the  beauty  t 
their  form  ani 
the  richness  r. 
their  pluinifre 
.PUT  old  ponltr 
nhared  with  tin 
liinla  the  pmi 

U'ge  'if  iTiimiTiiiiK  in  mir  rnvu  uciylilHmrh'ioil,  iiml  even  of  cMuiinj 
ID  pick  u[i  th(!  I'viiTiiliK  r>f  our  ri-jiHHt. 

TliLV*  imitters  oci'iijii.'-l  us  for  a  jjiiuil  pnrt  tif  the  day,  and  ai 
ivp  wiire  wiiitiiiff  f'lr  thi'  sn|iper-liniir  In  licnr  Frcderiek's  dcscHp 
lion  of  hiM  viijiii!!'  niuml  Cnpc  IHssppointtiiciit,  nc  were  sudilonli 
surinm'il  tn  lii'iir  a  tionrw  iind  liorrilili'  rnnriiiK,  like  the  growl  O 
iliKtniit  lliiiiiili-r,  Hiiil,  sonictiiiii'K,  like  ii  liui'Ht  of  rage.  Tliesi 
strangD  ntiiNps  ii]i]ifnre(l  to  prncppil  fmni  the  Diifk's  Marsh.  Oui 
dogs  began  to  Imrk,  the  bull  nml  bufTalo  in  their  Btnble  wun 
torrilily  frij,''iteiicd,  and  T  rune  iinnieilintely  tn  gn  in  searcli  of  tht 
cause  of  tliix  novel  concert. 

"  Riidly,"  I  orieJ,  "  bring  nic  my  gun,  and  let  us  find  out  tht 
musician  who  is  so  diHngreeably  disturbing  ua.    And  you,  Frcilcrick, 
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can  you  remain  immovable  when  some  new  peril,  perbnps,  is 
threatening  us?  " 

Freilerick  smiled,  and  aigued  tu  me  to  resume  my  aeat.  He 
told  me,  wliile  Rudly  was  away  looking  fur  my  gun,  that  he  knew 
very  well  tlie  cause  of  the  disturbance.  "It  is  the  croaking  of 
two  monstrous  frogs  which  Rudly  has  himself  deposited  among 
the  reeds  of  the  marsh  on  purpose  to  give  you  a  fright." 

"  Capital !  "  said  I ;  "  let  us  all  rise,  and  when  he  returns,  do 
not  forget  to  show  marks  of  the  most  complete  alarm ;  if  I  am  noi 
deceived,  the  jokor  will  bo  caught  in  his  own  snare." 


Rudly,  who,  iti  fact,  Iia<)  not  guessed  the  cause  of  this  frightful 
clamour,  now  made  his  appearance  with  a  couple  of  guns. 

"Tliat  is  well,"  I  remarked;  "you  have  conducted  yourself 
like  a  hrave  lad,  and  have  felt  that  in  the  presence  of  danger  you 
uould  not  do  better  than  place  yourself  at  any  side." 
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Hii'Uy  iliil  iiol  BiiHwor;  but  turning  towanlii  Emnt,  who  fei^ 
tliu  Rioati'M  shXK'ty, — 

"Well,"  '^•M  liu,  "do  you  know  wlmt  anitual  it  is?" 

"Vcs;  111x1  iiiti^nil  to  march  straight  upon  it;  we  can  ju 
ciiiL-h  sight  of  it  among  the  reeds." 

"  What  .ioy.iu  tall  it?" 

■■  A  ingi.«r." 

'■  A  jaguar?"  criaii  Ru'ily, 
■  A  jaguar,"  repeated  Ernest. 

"Anflwhat  iji  r  jaguar?" 

"A  jaguar,"  replied  onv  prufeannr,  "is  the  Ainerican  tig« 
and  the  niiint  niilcixliiUy  attircil  of  all  the  animals  of  tlie  Ne 
Wurhl.  Ttx  Kkiii  in  Kuperb.  NalurallKtH  call  it  yi-ti»  cmeoloi 
it  has — " 

"It  has — it  hait— "  inlcrrnplcil  the  poltroon,  whom  the  mei 
word  tiijrr  had  Kutlidi'utly  satislicd  ;  "  it  has  all  the  qualtliea  yo 
like;  lint  as  fur  iiiyKelf,  I  dM-hiii:  that  I  won't  join  in  a  tigei 
hunt." 

ruwiiig  those  wurils,  lie  flew  to  the  grotto  as  fast  as  It  is  leg 
couUi  carry  him,  and  rutdied  headlong  into  it,  without  paying  an; 
attention  to  oui'  reiwatcd  Bhoutn.  In  a  minute  he  appeared,  al 
pale  and  trembling,  in  the  outer  gallery. 

We  then  niaile  lowanls  liiin,  laughing  uproariously,  and  Kmeai 
began  to  explain  to  (he  timid  fugitive  how  he  himself  had  beci 
the  original  uaUKe  of  hix  own  terror. 

■'  It  all  proceeds  froTn  your  mysterious  bag,"  said  he ;  "  thi 
noise  you  heard  was  tliat  of  your  two  frogs — these  were  th< 
jnguar,  the  splendidly-attired  tiger,  the  fell*  antevlor,  bcfon 
which  you  BO  unceremoniously  took  flight !  On  tny  word,  t 
jaguar  would  have  to  run  liard  to  overtake  you,  Budlj' ;  I  don 'I 
think  j/r-ii  need  be  afraid  of  aiiy  Buch  monsters  !  " 

Tilts  little  incident  broke  up  the  monotony  of  our  daily  life, 
and  Rudly  wiis  the  evening's  ainuscment;  lie  was  named  tin 
Knight  of  the  Jaguar,  the  !Iero  of  the  Frogs,  and  was  repaid  all 
the  jokes  and  jibes  he  loved  on  occasion  to  hurl  at  Ida  brothers. 

A   few  days  afterwards,   when  we  had   completely   recoveveri 
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from  our  fatigues,  my  wife  reminded  me  of  Falcon's-Nest,  and 
its  castle  in  the  air,  which  we  had  almost  forgotten  since  the  dis- 
covery of  the  cavern  of  salt. 

"It  is  wrong  of  us,"  said  she,  "  to  allow  that  pretty  and 
attractive  habitation,  which  is  not  even  finished,  to  fall  into  decay. 
If  Tent-Town  funiishes  us  a  safe  and  solid  residence  during  the 
rainy  season,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  Falcon's-Nest,  with  its 
gigantic  branches  and  laughing  verdure,  is  the  pleasantest  summer 
abode  we  can  possibly  find/* 

My  wife  was  right ;  and  I  promised  her  that  in  a  few  days  we 
would  pay  a  visit  to  our  neglected  retreat.  And  after  having  put 
everything  in  order  at  Tent-Town,  we  accordingly  quitted  the  shore, 
and  removed  to  our  old  home.  We  did  our  best  to  bring  it  to 
perfection,  and  embellished  it  with  great  care,  resorting  to  all  the 
arts  and  sciences  in  which  experience  had  made  us  proficients.  We 
completed  the  work  of  equalizing  the  curved  roots  from  whose 
centre  emerged  the  trunk  of  our  aerial  dwelling;  the  terrace  we  had 
built  up  on  the  roots  themselves  was  relaid  with  a  mixture  of  pitch, 
clay,  and  resin;  the  staircase  by  which  we  ascended  was  also  solidly 
repaired.  As  for  our  sleeping  apartment,  we  substituted  a  roof  of 
bark  for  the  tent  of  sail-cloth  which  had  previously  sheltered  U8 ; 
all  around  we  erected  balconies  and  trellis-work,  until  the  whole 
structure  assumed  a  complete,  agreeable,  and  even  elegant  appear- 
ance— very  unlike  the  unshapely  and  ill-constructed  bird's-nest  it 
had  hitherto  resembled. 

These  ornamental  works,  however,  were  but  a  prelude  to  labours 
of  a  more  considerable  and  far  more  difficult  character. 

Frederick  had  not  renounced  his  idea  of  fortifying  Shark  Island, 
and  of  converting  this  advanced  point  into  a  kind  of  outwork, 
intended  to  protect  the  coast,  and  command  the  approach  to  the 
bay. 

He  tormented  me  so  constantly,  and  developed  before  me  so 
many  plans  and  projects,  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  resist  him, 
and  we  at  length  undertook  the  enterprise  so  long  meditated.  The 
reader  will  easily  imagine  how  many  obstacles  we  had  to  overcome, 
and  the  difficulties  a  man  and  four  lads  were  called  upon  to  meet  in 
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transporting  ft  couple  of  cannon  to  the  iRlanJ,  and  motmting  thfBi 
on  B  platriii'in  upwardti  of  fifty  feet  in  height. 

It  was  not  iintit  aftev  many  failures  that  we  deviacd  a  kind  of 
weigh ing-inaci line  for  tlic  transport  of  the  two  guna — at  first  to  the 
shallop,  and  afterwards  to  the  place  intended  for  their  receptioiL 
On  the  platfonii  of  our  rocky  redoubt  I  had  arranged  a  capstu 
and  tackle ;  and  lo  reduce  the  labours  aa  much  as  possible  both 
for  myself  and  iny  young  workmen,  I  had  fastened  to  its  base  a 
cable  furnished  with  knots  throughout  its  entire  length,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  serve  U8  for  a  ladder  when  wanted.  This  capstu 
proved  very  useful;  we  fastened  the  two  guns,  in  euccession,  by 
Btrong  ropcK ;  Kct  in  motion  the  winch  and  putlejB,  and  after  more 
than  a  dayV  hard  work  hauled  them  up  to  the  summit  of  the  rock, 
where  we  planted  llieni  with  their  "  grinning  jawa  "  directed  sea- 
wards. Wo  afterwards  constrncted  a  watch-tower  of  bamboo  and 
timber  in  the  rear  of  our  artillery ;  and  on  the  crest  of  the  littb 
structure  fixed  a  da^,  which  could  be  hoisted  or  lowered  at  will 
liy  means  of  a  small  pulley  and  running  cord. 

This  fortification  cost  us  several  months  of  toil,  and  proved  to 
he  the  mast  diHicuIt  and  laI>orious  enterprise  we  had  undertaken; 
but  the  able  engineers  who  raiae  a  lighthouse  on  a  wave-irom  rod 
are  not  prouder  of  flieir  success  than  were  we  when  the  lost  stoiu 
of  our  edifice  was  laid  in  its  place. 

Tlie  flag,  on  being  hoisted,  was  welcomed  with  loud  and  joyoDs 
»ihouts,  and  economical  as  we  were  of  our  military  ntunitions  we 
saluteil  it  with  mx  guns,  whose  echoes  resounded  far  away  OTer 
I  he  mighty  ocean. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


'.V^KHTAINLY  it  is  with  an  emotion  of 
terror  I  cast  my  glance  on  the  ninw 
ipf  Kheets  of  paper  I  have  gradually 
Jilted,  and  which  every  day  accuniu- 
lutes  at  the  comer  of  my  table. 

However  great  may  be  the  pleasure 
I  feel  in  relating,  even  in  the  ininuteat 
Hetaila,  each  adventure  of  my  family, 
1  cannot  pat  aside  the  thoughts—I 
may  aay  the  fear — that  the  reader  will  consider  my  journal  too 
long  and  too  uonotonous,  with  its  narrative  of  events,  uniform  and 
unimportant,  recurring  every  day  with  very  trifling  variations. 
ConBequently,  in  the  interest  of  those  who  patiently  peruse  theae 
p^es,  I  shall  considerably  abridge  the  conclusion  of  my  story. 

Ten  years  had  rolled  by  since  we  had  first  landeii  on  this  const; 
those  which  succeeded  presented  very  little  difference  in  the  nature 
of  the  tasks  that  occupied  our  time.  In  trulh,  there  was  always 
the  same  succession  of  labours:  our  fields  to  sow,  our  crops  to 
garner,  our  cattle  to  feed,  our  domains  to  keep  in  order — such  was 
the  cycle  in  which  our  existence  uniformly  revolved.  It  suffices 
me,  thei'efore,  that  the  object  I  proposed  to  myself  in  committing 
this  journal  to  paper  should  he  clearly  demonstrated,  and  that  it 
Khould  teach  my  readers — if  it  ever  find  any — how  a  young  mnn 
may  grow  strong  in  the  life  of  an  active,  pious,  and  united  family, 
37 
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ami  huu'  he  iiviy  iii'0]iaT(-  hiin.si'lf  for  the  due  (li!ich«rge  of  the  ilut 
Cliauuo — or,  THtliiT,  I'rovidencc — may  impose  upon  him. 

rro%  iili:iit.'i'  liiiiL  willucl  tli&t  the  Hccne  of  our  diiiaster  should 
'iiii!  1)1'  ihu  [ihiiuB  must  fuvuurtHl  hy  His  giftx.  We  (Uilj  retun 
Ilim  uiir  huiijlilt!  thuukal'ur  nil  lIiK  goudtiesx;  aud  I  remarked  w: 
]ilcH-iuiT  tliiiC  thu  luw  tif  thu  iiivmi:r.  luvinheil  nruund  iu>  by  1 
Ahnii^lity  >liil  iiiii  iliiiiiut^lL  in  my  chiKIrcn  their  I'ueliugs  uf  gn 
l\ida  (imar.U  tij.!  Divine  Author  ,>(  tdt  g»u<l. 

T)ic  tL-ii  years  ivu  htul  xpi'iit  might  justly  be  considered  u  I 
yenrs  <>i  eoiiiiiient  iiml  t»tubliBlimeut.  We  hail  coustructcd  a  cou] 
ni  hidiitati'nis;  we  liAil  eiicloeod  out  iloniains  within  iinpuMl 
barrJL-rs;  ikml  the  tviiU  nith  which  ne  hiid  bloc-ked  up  the  |>att 
tlie    Sovuiiuali    jnoleelea   lu    froUl    the    iuvfutiun    of    any    of   t 


iluiijjeroiis 

tHillS    .111 

liiiiiuuls  iiviii;;  in  the  outer  duMrt.  With  luf tj  num 
111!  ■ii'h'   and  tlio  hea  mi   the  "tlier,   that  comer  of  t 

iKlnii'l  wli 
tr.iii.[iiil. 

•!X|l]<>t<'ll 

■li  wi>  hii.l  sfjisleil  fur  imr  uboile  wan  always  safe  ai 
Wf  kii.^H-,  iiiuroorer,  ouimgll  i»f  thi;  ground,  and  h, 
t  MilVniL'iitly  often  in  evi-iy  ilireetioii,  to  bu  conviiio 

thni  it  0.1 

^L•>lUL■lll^V, 

enridinioi 

<;e.ilcil  111.  ■Miurcu  nf  jietual  [leril.  'ITii-re  remained,  vo 
t  li>  l>i'  iiiKk-rtiiken  ami  uxeeuted. 

Oiir   |.i 
W^.n-  ill) 
l..,th  for  . 

mMl«il  ilHelliiiK-iihins.  were  prt-tty,  convenient,  an 
v,-iy  htiilliiy.  Tent  T..WU  ..ffertvl  u«  a  secure  asylul, 
nsrUi'^  iunl  ■mv  >tiiivs,  liming  llie  wiiitur  Kcnstjn  ;   whi 

L 


FiLlu"irs-N.'sl  wa.-  ..„r  ^ull,lller  rcM.h.ne,^  uur  niriil  vilhi  ;  Wtwi 
laii'l^,  I'ro.jxrl  Hill,  ami  I'v.n  the  bliK'k-h'Xise  posteil  for  ti 
.U-u-mi-  i.f  111.-  .l.'iiK'.  i.'.otiil>l.'.l  thuM-  .]iiii'l  brill- >■( dills  which  tl 
triivi'llcr  ivaU'hriii.i;  .iia.iiij;  iiiii  lolmntaill^  iievi-r  HiipriJiuJuii  witl 
■mt  rcc'lviiii;  tlii'  iVaiikoht  ami  must  eiirilial  h.isjiilitlity.  My  j-oii 
Eliz.ibi..th  ..ii.n  i.l.-asi-il  hcrsrlf  with  lUvflliii'T  iHi  this  rcsendiUnc 
ami  with  a  ti'iniL-r  si-iilimont  whicli  will  bi-  fully  uiulcrstood  by  a 
who  havi-  liml  the  niisfottuiie  tn  be  tiirii  tioiii  ihcir  native  couiitr; 
«ho  Ii>veii  tl.  rmiil  SwifwiUmil  iin.l  its  immiitains,  ami,  turuiii 
u.warils  the  uiKnnlii;  inav-es  that  h-nmleil  ilu-  hi.rizon  in  iho  ilive. 
li'-n  of  the  Savaniuh. — ■■  Pi>r>f  tln'ii  mit  si'e."  -he  nonlil  ni  tiiiii 
i-xdniin,  ■  iho  slmiou-  Ali'.s  ami  ibrir  -mnvy  suniniitn?  Y'lwh 
•■.■.•v.  wbi.'h  l>r.lan.v  ih.^iv  L'rmi  .n-,!-  in  the  i-hnuls.  are  the  fm  . 
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the  Black  Forost)  and  there,  behind  the  farm,  stretches  Lake  Coa- 
8Unc«,  with  its  calm  tranBlucont  mirror."  I,  too,  sh&red  in  these 
t«nder  illusions. 

.  The  memory  of  our  native  land  never  dies ;  the  love  of  the  Boil 
on  which  we  were  bom  and  where  we  enjoyed  our  first  happinesses, 
the  thought  of  the  spot  to  which  all  out  early  recollections  knit  us, 
can  never  be  forgotten ;  they  survive  the  lapse  of  yeavs,  and  infuse 
a   eometbing  of  its  ancient   warmth  into   the  chilled  breast  of 


Of  all  our  treasures,  the  bees,  perhaps,  had  prospered  moat 
largely.  I  had  ac- 
quired, through 
habit,  the  neces- 
sary skill  for  pro- 
fiting by  these  in- 
genious insects ; 
they  multiplied  of 
themselves,  and 
we  had  no  other 
trouble  than  to 
prepare  yearly, 
after     the      rainy 

for   the    reception 

We  were  conse- 
'[uciitly  able  to  use 
the  honey  accord- 
ing to  our  wants, 
without  any  ap- 
prehension that 
the  ineetimablc  resource  would  ever  fail  ux. 

In  trutli,  the  prodigious  quantity  of  hives  wliicli  surrounded  ux 
attracted  numbers  of  the  birds  called  Mvrops,  or  Bue-catera,  who 
regard  tliL-so  insects  nn  a  regnl  dainty,  ^^'e  were  at  first  cliamicd 
hy  their  beauty  anrl  tlic  splendour  oE  theiv  pluninge,  but  were  soon 
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compelled  to  wage  war  aguiut  them  to  prevent  the  entire  dera 
tion  of  our  hives.  We  spread  mares  and  bird-lime,  in  wbidi,  i 
true,  more  than  one  poor  bee  was  also  captured ;  bnt  by  this  me 
wo  niailo  prironem  of  numerous  brilliantlj-ooloured  birds,  to 
great  cmbolliohmont  of  our  natural  history  mnseum. 

In  the  Btudy  of  the  latter  science  we  found  an  a^reeeble  recr 
tion  for  our  leisure.  In  our  library  wo  possessed  sererel  excelli 
workn  to  guide  our  reMsrcbes  in  its  various  branches ;  ■ 
Nature,  daily  revealing  to  our  eyes  new  marrela,  excited  us 
fresh  abservatioiis.  The  bees  especially  —  their  intelligen 
their  sagacity,  their  anient  industry,  and,  finally,  their  curie 
liabitN — attracted  tlie  most  frequently  our  attention  ;  the  spirit 
man  in  overwhelmed  in  penetrating  the  secret  of  an  inteUtgen 
whose  effects  attain  bo  extraordinary  a  development  in  an  orgs 
inm  of  Kuch  frailty,  and  it  is  cRpccially  in  the  presence  of  tl 
admirable  upcctaele  that  be  exelainin  :— 

"The  Lord  is  not  only  great  becauBo  He  has  suspended  in  t 
finiiament  the  luminous  spheres  which  lighten  us  by  day  and  nipl 
and  becauHC  He  has  )icopled  the  desert  with  terrible  animals;  hut 
is  particularly  in  seemingly  trivial  objects  that  His  greatness  is  mc 
conspicuous.  The  bee  alone  would  suffice  to  prove  the  existen 
of  the  Supreme  Being— the  existence  of  au  intelligent  Provident 
whoKC  hand  has  carefully  endowed  all  His  creatures  with  the  me 
prccioiiH  treasures.  The  bee  in  his  hive  is  no  less  wonderful  tin 
the  lion  which  roars  in  the  forests;  than  the  whale,  that  immen 
monster,  whose  every  movement  agitates,  even  to  their  depths,  tl 
billows  of  ocean." 


Our  pigeon-house  hail  alxo  thriven,  but  had  grown  too  confine« 
and  we  had  been  obliged  to  supplement  it  hy  suspending  to  tl 
branelicn  of  tlic  banyan  at  Falcon's-Nest  a  number  of  baskets 
which  ourring-doves  passed  tlienighl.  These  ambulating  pigeo] 
were  protected  from  the  rain  by  a  Hcreeii  of  leaves. 

We  gave  the  la.'^t  tinishing  touches  also  to  the  gsllery  whi< 
extenileil  along  the  front  of  Tent- Town;  and  it  acquired  an  clegai 
and  picturcs<iue  character  from  a  ro<jf  inclining  sgainiit  the  roc! 
and  resting  on  fourteen  columns  of  bamboo.     The  gallery  wos  su] 
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ported  by  substantial  posts,  and  terminated  at  either  end  by  a  sort 
of  arbour,  surrounded  with  trellis-work,  which  afforded  support  to  a 
variety  of  graceful  climbing-plants.  A  spring  which  bubbled  out 
clearly  in  the  centre  of  the  gallery  fell  into  a  basin  of  tortoise-shell, 
and  disused  all  around  a  delightful  freshness;  another  spring 
flowed  away  at  one  extremity,  through  a  series  of  bamboo  canes, 
to  water  the  kitchen-garden.  Sweet -smelling  plants  were  arranged 
at  the  base  of  each  of  the  columns  supporting  the  gallery,  but  the 
vanilla  and  the  pepper  were  almost  the  only  ones  which  proved 
successful,  and  these  climbed  up  to  the  very  roof.  We  had  wished 
to  experiment  with  the  vine,  but  the  heat  of  the  climate  was  un- 
favourable to  it,  and  most  of  the  indigenous  plants  which  we  had 
simultaneously  sown  were  dried  up. 

Notwithstanding  this  slight  failure,  the  gallery  at  Tent-Town 
was  an  equally  agreeable  resort,  a  place  of  rest  where  we  all  loved 
to  assemble  after  our  labours  and  enjoy  the  cool  evening  air.  The 
two  bowers  which  terminated  the  gallery  and  served  as  a  shelter 
for  a  couple  of  fountains  had  each  a  small  roof,  pointed  in  the  centre 
and  raised  at  the  angles,  so  that,  with  their  bamboo  trellisses,  they 
resembled  Chinese  pavilions ;  we  ascended  by  three  steps,  which, 
as  well  as  the  gallery  itself,  we  had  paved  with  large  squares  of  a 
kind  of  stone,  so  soft  on  being  quarried  as  to  yield  readily  to  the 
chisel,  but  acquiring,  upon  exposure  to  the  air,  a  remarkable  de- 
gree of  hardness. 

The  environs  of  our  abode  were  equally  rich  and  attractive ;  our 
plantations  had  proved  a  complete  success;  between  the  grotto 
and  the  bay  a  host  of  trees  and  shrubs,  planted  in  pleasing  confu- 
sion, gave  to  the  scene  the  aspect  of  a  real  English  garden.  Even 
Shark  Island,  which  was  visible  out  at  sea,  was  no  longer  a  bank 
of  barren  sand ;  we  had  covered  it  with  palms,  pines,  and  other 
lofty  trees ;  while  masses  of  mangroves,  mingled  with  the  dense 
reeds  that  spread  over  its  shores,  defended  the  soil  against  the  en- 
croachmentB  of  the  waves.  On  the  summit  of  the  reef  was  visible 
a  pretty  belvidere,  surmounted  by  a  fhig  which  waved  gaily  in 
the  wind,  and  helped  to  relieve  the  uniformity  of  the  landscape. 

Animated  and  full  of  motion  was  the  for^^ound  of  this  mari- 
time picture,  for  both  the  shore  and  the  waters  were  crowded  with 
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uU  kiiula  of  aquatic  birilH '  hwbiih  clothed  in  the  livery  of  luuur 
int^  uiiiigk  1  nith  gceKC  white  as  the  imow  troops  of  ga.il 
IN  hiurc  1  [lu[  kh  jDiiicil  in  nil  iiifinit«  variety  of  amumng  pastime 
at  intcrialx  thcro  rom  Tn  m  among  the  reciht  the  rojal  heron,  i 


head  LrowiiiJ  mth  a  silioiy  tuft  and  the  gay  Nuiuidjan  nith  i 
beautiful  robe  of  foathtre  lustrous  as  Ratin  also  haunted  this  neig' 
bourliood  and  might  frequently  he  Heen  in  chase  of  the  frogs  ' 
uth(.r  iiihabitintn  uf  the  morass 

Further  off  that  is  to  say  under  the  lolty  trees  and  on  tl 
grosr.^  hnolls  which  carpeted  the  ground  save  uhere  it  was  brok< 
up  by  Minding  paths,  the  tall  ostriches  piomenaded  gravely  un 
some  sudden  caprice  or  some  mischievous  act  on  the  part  of  tl 
companions  of  their  domesticity  made  them  break  into  a  rapid  trt 
and  scurry  away  with  their  white  wings  extended ;  the  cranes,  ai 
turkeys,  and  iiuBtards  made  our  acquaintance  more  willingly  ;  tl 
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beautiful  manuia  lived  on  excellent  terms  with  our  poultry,  but 
the  Canadians  and  the  moorfowl  separated  from  the  "  common 
herd,"  and  preferred  to  make  their  nests  among  the  tall  thick 
herbage  on  the  other  side  of  Family  Bridge :  as  for  the  beautiful 
blue  pigeons  of  the  Moluccas,  though  their  principal  establishment 
was  at  Falcon's-Nest,  they  constantly  came  to  coo  on  the  roof  of 
our  gallery,  and,  as  if  to  divert  us,  displayed  before  our  admiring 
gaze  all  the  richness  of  their  plumage ;  in  fine,  we  were  so  sur- 
rounded on  every  side  by  graceful  and  beautiful  objects  that  we 
frequently  compared  our  abode  to  the  earthly  Paradise. 

The  place,  formerly  so  arid  and  desolate,  was  no  longer  recog- 
nizable, and,  thanks  to  our  labours  and  our  cares,  had  become  an 
equally  secure  and  agreeable  residence.     Its  boundary  on  the  right 
was  Jackal  River,  whose  steep  abrupt  banks  were  covered  with 
thorny  palms,  aloes,  karatas,  banyans,  and  other  bristling  plants, 
between  which  at  intervals  flourished  the  wild  citron  and  the  orange ; 
the  whole  forming  an  enclosure  so  formidable  and  so  dense  that  a 
mouse  could  not  have  penetrated  it.     On  the  left  were  inaccessible 
rocks,  among  which  lay  the  crystal  grotto  we  had  not  yet  utilized, 
and  whither  we  only  retired  as  an  asylum  from  the  scorching  heat  of 
the  summer  noons.     Opposite  it  spread  the  smiling  sea,  with  a  long 
line  of  coast  stretching  away  westward ;  but  the  Duck's  Marsh  sepa- 
rated us  so  completely  from  the  latter  that  we  had  not  deemed  it 
needful  to  raise  any  defensive  walls  in  this  direction.     The  croak- 
ings  of  the  homble  frogs  with  which  Rudly  had  peopled  the  marsh 
rendered  its  approaches  sufficiently  unpleasant,  but  we  nevertheless 
supported  these  noisy  concerts  without  any  very  great  impatience, 
since   my  wife  had  formed  the  idea  of  converting  these  aquatic 
musicians  into  an  occasional  fricassee,  and  thus  adding  another 
dainty  to  our  very  comprehensive  bill  of  fare.     In  our  rear,  the 
mass  of  cliff  wherein  we  had  excavated  our  dwelling-place  was  so 
lofty  and  so  steep  that  we  had  nothing  to  dread  from  a  rearward 
attack ;  the  only  passage,  therefore,  by  which  we  could  issue  from 
our  little   Elysium  was  Family  Bridge,  over  the  Jackal  River. 
This  was  always  raised,  and,  the  better  to  assure  its  defence,  we 
had  placed  there  a  couple  of  six-pounders :  two  similar  gims,  raised 
behind  a  rampart  of  stone,  protected  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  while 
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two  niortant  and  Fome  other  small  pieces  of  cuinoa  armed  onr  ship, 
the  celebrBteil  pinnace. 

All  the  area  between  the  grotto  uid  the  brook  was  planted  ami 
cultivatL-J  ae  garden -ground.  A  palisade  of  bamboos  intenniii^Ied 
with  Hpring  plants  euirounded  it,  and  ftlso  added  to  our  secDritj  at 
those  points  ivliere  the  rock;  barrier  woa  weakest.  This  palisade 
rau  in  a  straight  line  from  our  residence  to  Jackal  River ;  in  the 
interior  of  the  triangle  were  arranged  a  small  field  of  com,  a  plan- 
tation of  cotton,  another  of  sugar-canes,  some  plants  of  cochineal, 
a  certain  number  of  culinary  herbs  and  v^^etable^^-the  whole  in 
HmuU  quantities,  just  for  the  purpose  of  haviog  them  close  at 
hand ;  lastly,  my  wife's  kitchen -garden,  and  a  small  orchard  of 
European  Fruit-trees.  These  different  plantations  were  watered  bj 
canals  and  tubes  of  bamboo,  which  brought  the  wat«r  from  the 
brook,  nnd  distributed  it  over  every  part  oE  the  soil. 

Our  European  trees  had  been  le^  fortunate  than  our  vioes; 
tliey  h«d  grown  with  an  almost  incredible  rapidity  and  power  of 
vegetation  ;  but  their  fruits  had  lost  their  savour,  and,  whether  it 
was  owing  to  the  soil  or  the  climate  I  cannot  say,  were  not  the 
fruits  of  our  oun  country ;  the  apples  and  pears  had  grown  hanl 
and  sour,  while  the  plums  and  apricots  were  no  more  than  an  in- 
digestible kernel  encased  in  a  thin  and  tasteleas  covering  of  pulp. 
But  for  this  failure  we  were  a  hundredfold  compensated  by  the 
indigenous  proiluelions :  the  ananaR,  tigs,  guavas,  oranges,  and 
citrons,  which  alonu  among  the  European  trees  had  been  success- 
fully acclimatized,  converted  the  angle  of  the  island  which  we 
inhabited  into  an  earthly  Paradise,  as  I  have  already  called  it, 
where  all  the  riches  of  vegetation  seemed  to  be  accumulated. 

But  this  very  abundance  of  fruits  was  attended  with  a  certain 
inconvenience,  arising  from  the  presence  of  a  multitude  of  birds  ami 
pilferers  of  every  kind,  which  we  were  compelled  to  hunt  an<{  en- 
snare by  all  possible  means. 

Our  bird-lime  and  wire-traps  proved  of  great  assistance  to  us, 
and  frequently  there  fell  into  our  hands  a  variety  of  animals  which 
did  not  inhabit  our  part  of  the  island,  but  only  visited  it  when 
certain  kinds  of  fruit  were  ripe ;  as,  for  example,  the  great  Cana- 
dian Miuirrel,  remarkable  for  its  beautiful  tufted  tail  and  reddish 
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lustrous  hair,  came  when  our  nuts  began  to  mature ;  more  than 
one  beautiful  ara,  and  other  paroquets,  of  brilliant  colours,  perched, 
uttering  a  thousand  discordant  cries,  on  the  branches  of  our  almond- 
trees  ;  numerous  families  of  blue  jays,  wood-peckers,  purple  black- 
birds, and  yellow  loriots,  to  say  nothing  of  sparrows,  thrushes,  and 
other  more  common  robbers,  threw  themselves  as  if  in  rivalry  on 
our  cherries,  plums,  figs,  and  grapes.  Besides  these  birds  of  day, 
we  were  infested  with  nocturnal  visitors,  and  had  great  difficulty 
in  dislodging  from  our  taller  trees  quite  a  brood  of  bats  of  large 
size  and  hideous  aspect,  which  seemed  desirous  of  establishing  their 
quarters  among  them. 

While  our  trees  were  still  young  and  their  fruits  precious  to  us, 
we  devised  all  sorts  of  snares  for  the  capture,  or  of  scarecrows  for 
the  terror,  of  our  plunderers ;  but  the  winged  tribes  seemed  to 
laugh  at  our  efforts,  and  we  were  compelled  to  have  recourse  to 
gunpowder.  At  a  later  date,  when  our  gardens  and  orchards  were 
in  full  bearing,  we  had  so  large  a  supply  of  fruit  that  we  allowed 
the  feathered  gluttons  to  share  the  treasure  with  us,  considering 
that  a  genial  nature  had  given  the  increase  as  well  for  their  benefit 
as  ours. 

But  it  was  not  in  the  fruit-season  alone  we  were  visited  bv 
crowds  of  stranger-birds ;  the  time  of  blossoming  seemed  equally 
attractive ;  but  the  latter  brought  to  us  some  guests  whose  arrival 
we  always  welcomed  warmly — that  of  the  humming-birds,  or 
coluhris;  nothing  was  more  delightful  than  to  see  these  charming 
creatures  fluttering  about  the  blossomy  branches  with  graceful  and 
incredibly  rapid  movements,  and  sparkling  in  the  sun  like  winged 
jewels.  It  was  also  a  source  of  great  amusement  to  watch  the 
quarrels  of  these  tiny,  but  naturally  quick  and  wrathful  animals, 
either  among  themselves  or  with  much  larger  and  stronger  birds, 
whom  they  attacked  with  boldness,  and  often  succeeded  in  expell- 
ing from  the  limited  domain  they  claimed  for  their  own  behoof;  at 
times  they  might  be  seen  venting  their  little  fury  on  the  flower 
which  had  deceived  their  expectations,  either  because  an  insect  or 
some  other  eater  of  honey  had  anticipated  them,  or  because  the 
sun  had  already  dried  up  its  nectar ;  in  their  rage  they  would 
pluck  out  the  stamens  of  the  flower,  and  rend  in  pieces  its  petals, 
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an  if  to  RveiigL'  tlieroselvM  on  their  hiplem  victim.  Tbeae  dranutic 
Hcone!)  ilivertiil  ufl  ^n'oatl^,  ami  we  Bought,  not,  indeed,  to  tame  our 
litlin  visitors,  Init  tii  ftttraot  tliem  to  become  residents  in  oar  imgli- 
liourhoiiil ;  rragincntK  of  lioncycoDib  wg  HiRjiOMd  about  the  bnoclM< 


>c       >Ji 


mil)  [iltkitleil  tlie  Howen;  wliich  lliey  loved  b«st  around  our  liabi- 
tiitjiin. 

Our  rares,  after  nwliile,  were  fully  rewarded;  several  couplM 
fluflpeiuled  tlieir  tiny,  circular,  niid  cotton-lined  ne«tg  to  the  pw- 
funieil  twigs  of  the  Tanilln-|)laiits,  wliicli  wound  about  the  columus 
of  our  gallery ;  pi-obably  tliey  were  induced  to  dwell  there  by  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  orange-treeH,  and  the  cinnamon  nnd  popper 
l>latits,  whose  i>ftTfunie  is  a  powerful  nttrnction  for  these  charming 
UirdM. 

As  I  have  said,  our  ajiices  had  iirosperctl  mar^-ellously ;  the  nut- 
meg, with  which  our  Molucca  pigeomt  had  in  the  fimt  place  mip- 
plied  UH,  was  in  full  bearing ;  it  had  spread  over  several  feet  of 
ground,  mingled  with  hananaH,  almost  at  the  very  entrance  of  our 
habitation ;  and  when,  iu  the  evening,  we  look  our  rest  in  tlie 
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portico  ofter  ouv  day's  Inbonrs,  tlio  pungent  and  Lalsamic  odour  of 
Ihese  shrubs  added  to  the  clmrm  of  the  twilight  tranquillity.  It 
is  Irne  that  the  nutmeg  also  attracted  nunieroua  troops  of  Birds  of 
Paradise — well  worthy  of  the  name  from  the  beauty  of  tlieir  re- 
splendent [iluinage,  but  rendered  odious  by  their  voracity  and  dis- 
cordant cries ;  however,  after  having  ensnared  a  few  of  the  most 
magnificent,  we  found  an  easy  method  of  driving  away  the  others 
by  disposing  among  tlie  nutnieg-trees  a  few  stuffed  birds  of  prey, 
whose  sight  was  in  itself  sufficient  to  terrify  them. 


{ParadUia  apada). 


Of  all  onr  plantations,  our  olive-trees  sufforcd  least  from  the 
depredations  of  these  various  marauders.  As  we  possessed  two 
species  of  olives,  we  collected  the  larger  and  fleshier  before  they 
were  ripe,  and  after  passing  them  through  a  sieve,  as  is  done  iti 
Provence,  ne  preserved  them  with  a  mixture  of  salt  and  spices ; 
the  others  we  allowed  to  ripen  until  quite  black,  and  then  extracted 
their  valuable  oil. 

We  were  de$iiroua  also  of  extending  and  bringing  to  perfection 
our  industrial  resources.  As  we  collected  yearly  a  great  quantity 
of  nuts,  almonds,  and  kernels  (jngnota),  I  substituted  for  the  pestle 
and  mortar  of  the  kitchen  a  simple  and  easily-worked  crushing- 
mill,  which  provided  us  with  as  much  oil  as  we  could  use,  without 
fatiguing  us  excessively  by  working  it. 

The  manufacture  of  sugar  was  also  the  object  of  special  atten- 
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tion.  We  u-cre  already  in  this  m&ttar  in  the  path  of  progras 
Liiiiliimcd  til  advance  tawardit  perfection.  We  did  not  suoom 
is  true,  in  irystallizing  the  Rugftr  u  is  done  in  the  refineries, 
we  nniveil  :it  u  wry  satisfactAry  result.  Aiuang  the  wreck  of 
vi-hhfI  we  ]iud  (.nllei^led  various  utensils  intended  for  a  augH-fmd 
iiidudiiig  tlie  iiietui  iiyliiiders  indispensable  fur  a  BUgu--prei 
mill,  tliree  );reul  euldnoiM  <<jr  boiling  the  juice  of  the  caaee,  sho 
fi>r  htiniii^'  it,  and  great  Htrainei-K  for  purifyinjt  it;  the  mill 


estaldi.-ilied  under  a  perpendicular  screw,  which,  rotating  on  itsi 
WHS  sUo  in  coinniunicalion  with  the  cylinders;  the  whole  was  set 
inotiini  by  nieaiin  of  a  lever  passed  horizontally  into  the  screw,  a 
to  which  one  of  our  beasts  of  burden  was  liamesaed ;  a  few  Hon 
work  daily  sudicoil  to  provide  us  with  the  quantity  of  sugar  n«^ 
sury  for  our  yearly  consumption. 

Another  machine  of  llie  Mnie  kind  we  ninde  to  answer  Ihi 
purposes     to  bruise  in  a  spccdici'  and  less  fatiguing  ninniier  r 
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supplies  of  hemp,  instead  of  beating  it  as  we  had  previously  done ; 
afterwards  to  crush  our  olives,  and  extract  the  oil  more  easily; 
and,  finally,  to  pound  the  cacao  or  other  substances  of  the  same 
nature.  The  bottom  of  this  mill  was  formed  of  a  large  hollow 
stone,  with  a  neck  through  which  the  juice  or  oils  might  flow ; 
this  stone  had  a  rim  about  nine  inches  high,  and  beneath  it  was  a 
furnace  which  we  heated  when  necessary. 

At  first  we  established  our  mills  in  the  open  air,  between  the 
Herring  Promontory  and  our  drawbridge ;  but,  afterwards,  we 
enclosed  them  in  roofed  huts,  and  so  obtained  a  commodious  work- 
shop, where  we  could  toil  under  shelter,  even  in  the  rainy  season. 

Whale  Island  was  not  neglected  ;  like  Shark  Island,  we  embel-' 
lished  it  with  plantations.  This  place,  however,  was  appropriated 
to  our  coarser  occupations,  and  all  such  labours'  as  were  attended 
with  unpleasant  smells ;  as,  for  instance,  fish-curing,  fat-melting, 
tanning,  and  candle-making.  The  workshop  for  these  various  pro- 
cesses  was  built  under  a  projecting  rock,  and  sheltered  equally 
from  sun  and  rain. 

We  divided  our  cares  between  these  establishments,  without  ne- 
glecting the  attendance  of  the  more  remote,  which  we  called  our 
colonies.  At  Woodlands,  we  gradually  transformed  the  morass 
into  an  immense  rice- field,  which  fully  repaid  us  for  our  toil  by  its 
extraordinary  crops.  We  also  made  some  cinnamon-plantations  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  obtained  from  them  a  profitable  return  by 
careful  cultivation. 

Prospect  Hill  had  next  its  turn,  and  there  we  laid  out  a  regular 
cotton-plantation  ;  we  visited  it  annually,  especially  at  the  season 
that  the  capers  flowered,  and  then  brought  back  a  good  stock  of 
caper-buds,  which  my  wife  pickled  in  aromatized  vinegar.  Some 
time  after  the  rainy  season,  and  when  the  tea-shrub  put  forth  its 
first  leaves,  we  went  to  gather  the  crop;  and  returning  home, 
my  wife  and  youngest  son  set  to  work  to  dry  it,  roll  it,  and 
finally  pack  it  into  our  porcelain  vessels  with  as  much  care  as 
the  Chinese  themselves  could  have  displayed  in  preparing  this 
precious  article. 

Before  the  winter  came  upon  us,  we  took  care  to  cut  our  sugar- 
canes,  then  in  full  maturity ;  we  picked  also  the  dourra  or  negro 
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millet,  wliu'h  WEK  of  the  greatest  value  as  a  food  for  our  poult 
In  all  thcKc  iliiilant  expeditions  we  made  use  of  our  periagua,  i 
uarricil  back  in  it  our  booty :  wo  therefore  returned  home  by  sea,  ■ 
vitiitcil,  'u  fute,  am  maritime  poaseBsionB,  Bhark  and  Whale  lalan 

At  intcrvnU,  we  made  au  excursion  to  the  fort  at  the  mouth 
the  ilelile,  to  «;«  if  any  elephant  or  beast  of  prey  had  penetrat 
into  our  poBsesBiuns,  or  been  caught  iu  tliu  snares  which  we  h 
laiil  for  tliis  purpose  in  llie  ueighbourhood.  Frederick  then  , 
(■ended  the  river  in  kin  cajack,  returning  loaded  with  Bupplioa 
cucau,  baiiaiian,  and  ginger,  while  we  also  stocked  our  vehicle  wi 
the  produ<.'ts  of  our  harvesting  and  our  hunts,  and  with  porceL 
I'lay  for  the  completion  of  our  domestic  utensils. 

As  in  the  woods  bordering  on  the  defile  Frederick  had  onoe  t 
countered  some  traces  of  birds  which,  by  their  figure  and  their  pacuL 
clucking,  he  had  conjectured  to  belong  to  the  family  of  Turke; 
we  resolved,  one  day,  to  organize  a  grand  hunt  after  the  fashion 
the  Capo  colonists.  With  this  viow  we  erected  a  great  platfon 
or  flooring,  of  timbers  laid  one  upon  another — the  said  timbers  co 
listing  of  the  gigantic  bamboos  described  ia  a  previous  page  ;  a 
edifice  gradually  assumed  the  shajw  of  an  immense  trap,  such 
children  make  with  stems  of  elder  to  catch  small  birds  ;  each  sii 
was  teu  feet  long  by  six  feet  high  ;  a  gate  oE  trellis-work  occupii 
the  place  i>f  the  trap  in  this  kind  of  snare ;  the  top  was  also  coven 
with  a  light  lattice  of  bamboo.  To  draw  the  birds  into  tliia  grei 
cage,  we  dug  ii  ileop  trench,  which,  like  a  military  mine,  term 
natud  in  the  centre  of  the  cdiHce  ;  this  treuch  wo  covered  ovi 
with  plunks,  earth,  and  turf,  and  nt  the  outer  entrance  and  in  tl 
subtcrrancHU  passiigc  we  strewed  a  i^uiuitity  of  millet  and  olUi 
Hinall  grain ;  then  wu  withdrew.  The  turkej-s  and  various  kini 
of  fowls  ruBlied  headlong  on  the  bait,  und  the  more  they  fouud  i 
cat  the  further  they  penetrated  into  the  [lossage,  until,  )ia\-iii 
readied  its  (extremity,  they  discoveivd  themselves  caught  in  tl 
cage ;  for,  tut  the  eutnuicu  (>[  the  mine,  on  this  side,  was  masked  I 
a  quantity  of  leafy  Iwughs  through  which  the  birds  had  paast 
without  taking  any  notice,  they  eouhl  tint  again  detect  the  place  ' 
exit.  Accordingly  they  llcw  almiit  in  a  panic  of  am-sleruation  t 
every  siilo  ;  they  Htriiek  their  heads  against  the  trellis  ;  hut  M 
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vain,  for  we  hastened  to  open  the  gate,  introduce  ourselves  into  the 
enclosure,  and  seize  upon  our  prisoners. 

It  was  thus  we  captured,  on  our  different  excursions,  sometimes 
at  the  mouth  of  the  defile,  and  sometimes  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  sugar- plantations,  a  superb  species  of  fowls,  which  enabled  us 
by  interbreeding  to  bring  to  perfection  the  races  we  had  brought 
from  Europe. 

These  birds  were  clothed  in  a  magnificent  plumage  ;  the  cock, 
in  appearance  and  mien,  resembled  the  turkey,  but  was  higher  on 
his  feet,  so  that  he  easily  picked  from  the  edge  of  our  table  the 
grain  or  bread  we  placed  there  for  his  especial  benefit. 

Changes  had  also  taken  place  in  the  personiwl  of  our  domestic 
animals ;  the  families  of  Turk  and  Juno  were  regularly  increased 
every  year  by  a  certain  number  of  pups,  which,  notwithstanding 
the  brilliant  qualities  they  indicated,  we  were  compelled  to  drown; 
for  we  should  have  been  infallibly  devoured  by  our  servants  had  we 
preserved  them  all.  To  every  rule,  however,  there  is  an  exception, 
and  at  Rudly's  urgent  entreaty  that  at  least  one  member  might  be 
added  to  the  canine  family,  I  permitted  a  young  whelp  to  be  saved ; 
to  which  the  name  of  Coco  was  given,  because,  said  Rudly,  it  con- 
tained the  sonorous  vowel  0,  and  would  echo  wonderfully  well 
through  the  forest-glades. 

The  female  buffalo  and  the  cow  likewise  presented  us  yearly 
with  an  offshoot  of  their  race ;  but  we  reared  only  another  calf 
and  another  heifer,  and  these  we  trained  to  draw  and  carry,  like 
their  father.  The  cow  we  named  Blmidcj  because  she  was  of  a  pale 
yellow  colour;  and  the  bull  Thunder,  in  reference  to  his  formidable 
roar.  We  had  also  two  young  donkeys,  male  and  female,  which 
we  designated  respectively  Arroiv  and  Alert ,  on  account  of  their 
rapidity  of  movement. 

Our  swine  did  not  grow  more  sociable.  The  sow  we  had  brought 
with  us  into  the  island  had  long  departed  this  life,  but  had  be- 
queathed to  her  posterity  such  a  spirit  of  savage  independence 
that  all  our  efforts  could  not  overcome  it.  Our  other  cattle  had 
multiplied  in  the  same  proportion,  so  that  we  could  kill  them  from 
time  to  time  without  any  fear  of  destro3ring  the  race ;  we  allowed 
a  few  individuals  to  roam  the  woods,  where  they  returned  to  their 
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primitive  condition  of  barbariinn ;  they  alsouMsnaaad  Tery  rapidlr, 
and  furnttihed  an  frei]uently  with  excellent  g 
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nianner  that  we 
of  sufficient  food. 
manufacture,  and  v 
ri  mating  operatio 


ibitB  had  peopled  Shark  Island  in  ao  prodigiooia 
ere  compelled  to  destroj  them  hj  scores  for  went 
We  hod  an  abundant  supply  of  felt  for  onr  hat 
e  forced  from  time  to  time  to  proceed  to  ade- 
n  which  our  dogs  delighted  hugely;  but  Uw 
flesh  of  these  rabbits  always  retained  an  odour  of  musk,  ivhich  made 
them,  as  far  as  we  were  concerned,  a  very  disagreeable  dish.  As  for 
the  antelopen,  on  which  we  lavished  our  tendereet  cares,  we  were 
wholly  unable  to  tame  them  thoroughly  until  we  removed  «  couple 
to  onr  yard  or  court  at  Tent-Town ;  they  multiplied  slowly,  end 
the  BomeHhat  ungenial  climate  of  Shark  Island,  where  they  were 
confined,  killed  ofl  several  every  year. 

ik  -^1       Jjfc      "^f  is  a  general  survey  of  the  condition  of 

'J«4.  'T't    3P  ^      ""•■  ''olony  ten  years  after  our  arrival 

on  the  coast.  Our  resources  had 
wonderfully  augmented ;  our  strength 
nnil  industry  had  mode  grrcut  progress  ; 
abundance  reigned  nil  around  us,  and 
nio^t  of  the  dangers  we  had  to  appre- 
Iii'nd  were  foreseen  and  provided  for; 
iblaiid  wjiich  we  inhabited  was  as  familiarly  known 
to  us  as  an  English  gentleman  ktiowi;  his  telate  ;  we  presented,  in 
a  word,  the  picture  of  the  nioKt  perfect  felicity  ;  we  resembled  the 
family  of  ttic  First  Man  happily  restored  to  the  pure  delights  of 
Kden — except  fur  the  great  void  wo  felt  within  ourselves,  and  the 
yearning  after  the  sodety  of  onr  kind.  In  the  midst  of  oil  our 
riches  and  aliuiiilancc,  something  was  ftill  wanting ;  the  com- 
panionship of  man,  our  brother,  for  which  companionship  we  felt 
I'roviduncc  had  created  us. 


Fur  ten  lung  years  wc  hud  discovered  neither  on  sea  nor  land  the 
moBt  trivial  indication  of  humanity.  Many  and  many  a  time  we 
beul  our  gaze  on  the  diKtaut  view  of  ocean,  ntid  withdrew  it.  dis- 
nppointed.     Thus  was  engendered  in  all  uiir  minds  a  painful  and 
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melancholy  sentiment,  to  which,  however,  no  one  gave  expression ; 
but  the  desire  to  recover  the  fellowship  of  our  race  was  so  strong 
in  UH  that  we  would  have  given  up  all  we  possessed  to  compass  it. 
We  patiently  collected  supplies  of  the  many  precious  things  our 
island  contained,  in  the  hope  they  might  some  day  become  the 
staple  of  a  beneficial  commerce.  In  our  magazines  we  collected 
cocoa,  spices,  cotton,  ostrich-feathers,  nutmegs,  and  everything  else 
which  we  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity,  at  some  future  time,  of 
selling  to  an  European  ship.  We  had  need  of  this  idea ;  it  was 
our  strength  and  our  future ;  it  inspired  us  with  courage,  and 
saved  us  from  ennui y  which  too  often  produces  despair. 

We  all  preserved  our  health,  and  during  these  ten  years  had 
experienced  no  other  maladies  than  an  occasional  attack  of  fever, 
and  other  slight  indispositions. 

My  sons  were  no  longer  children  :  Frederick  had  sprung  up  into 
a  strong  and  vigorous  young  man ;  he  was  not  very  tall,  but 
exercise  had  well  developed  his  limbs.  He  was  twenty-five  years 
old. 

Ernest  was  twenty-three. 

Rudly  was  twenty. 

Fritz  was  eighteen. 

Ernest,  though  well-built,  was  not  so  strong  as  his  elder 
brother ;  but  his  thoughtful  intellect  had  ripened ;  his  reasoning 
faculties  had  come  to  the  aid  of  his  studious  inclinations,  and  to  a 
certain  extent  he  had  overcome  his  indolence.  In  a  word,  he  was 
an  able  and  thoroughly  educated  person,  with  a  solid  healthy 
judgment,  and  undoubtedly  he  was  the  boast  of  his  family. 

Rudly  had  changed  but  little.  At  twenty  he  was  as  imprudent 
as  at  ten  he  was  wild  ;  but  he  excelled  in  all  physical  exercises. 

Fritz  was  tall  and  robust;  his  character,  without  being  dis- 
tinguished by  any  salient  trait,  seemed  to  preserve  a  mean  between 
his  brothers.  He  was  reflective,  though  without  Ernest's  pro- 
(imdity ;  he  was  skilful  in  athletic  exercises,  without  attaining  the 
masterly  address  of  Rudly  and  Frederick.  Finally,  my  sons 
were  good  and  honourable  youths,  in  whom  the  religious  senti- 
ment, which  I  had  earnestly  laboured  to  cultivate,  was  frequently 
manifested  in  a  manner  as  spontaneous  as  it  was  affecting. 

38 


AIM  AX  OLD  man's  APPREHENSIONS. 

M>  Icar  kliznb(?t)i  hftd  not  aged  to  ttny  great  extent 
V-  for  mysplf  mv  1  >ckh  were  white  as  snow  or,  to  speak  more 
acLUiatcif  M.if  tou  fthcin  remamid  Ihe  heat  of  the  climate,  jmd 
pciliftiw  111)  X(.i8stvt  fatifjUes  m  tlic  early  lUys  of  our  reatdence 
on  tht,  cotut  linl  tliini  1  ihim  ^c^J  rapidly  howerer,  I  felt  my 
BLif  still  ttr  njr  II  1  viKci  uf-  though  I  was  no  longer  the  young 
anl  cnttrj  riHinj,  ii  m  who  tin  jtan,  hef(re  had  commeaced  the 
ealabii-hii  uii  f  tlii.  littk  colony  «liith  under  Qod's  blessing  had 
so  iiiandl  Ush  jrisiM.ri.1 

But  ni  ill  tl  t  ()i  iiig  swhiih  toi  Iv  [late  oni.  sal  and  bitter  idM 
wa:<  cvir  |in>.inl  t  iii}  niiiil  I  fjicsau  forniy  childien  a  gloomy 
anl  W  late  luluiL  ml  ftcti  withitvp\c  I  cnt  ii|>nn  the  ocean, 
[|   urtl  Hit  m\      ull    !  I    t  a  0    1 


n  1    tl  I«uull-i\        Tliou  lid^t  sav.  uhfiom  theiteril- 

ol  ^.lu|  M  (k  11  t  litst  nM.iii.u»fr<iii  tht.  jawK  1  liath  Thou 
li  lat  tilk  I  I]  ll  L  (iij  of  1 1cshin^  e\<.u  to  u\Lrtlowini,  he  pUatieii 
in  Thj  Li.|ui-,ili  J,  olnt-.  I  c  uiiUIl  Thj  work  anl  Huller  not 
Ih  "c  t    1     isl)  ]i  tl<  s  litiik  wh  ni  Tl  vlanl  last  [rcairfc*! 

11  r  ikr  \ill  silviii  krlnnl  tliut  wilh  lie  I  VLkpmonth 
wliidi  1  1 1  tiiku  1  luce  ni)  }  nil  „  faunlj  «!!■•  not  so  oa»v  to  gui  le 
an  luring  the  fust  jLais  of  our  n  j  urn  (n  thi  c<  ant  Mj  sour 
"omctii  108  experienced  n  1  iiRing  afttr  111  crt)  winch  led  them 
to  absent  thcnisches  {  eipientlv  lor  nliolc  dajs  at  a  tinip  thei 
tia\ciEed  the  forcift  depths  they  Hcalcd  the  Bummilij  of  tlie  l<>fty 
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rocks ;  but  if,  when  they  returned  in  the  evening,  overcome  by 
fatigue,  I  meditated  a  reprimand,  they  had  always  so  many  curious 
things  to  relate  of  their  discoveries  and  adventures  that  I  had  not 
the  heart  to  grumble ! 

Frederick  one  day  absented  himself  in  a  manner  which  caused 
us  the  most  lively  anxiety.  He  had  taken  with  him  a  supply  of 
provisions,  and,  as  if  his  hungering  after  adventure  could  not  be 
satisfied  by  inland  excursions,  he  had  equipped  his  canoe,  and 
launched  himself  on  the  open  sea. 

He  started  at  break  of  day,  and  night  came  without  our  perceiv- 
ing any  signs  of  his  return.  My  wife's  disquietude  was  extreme. 
I  unmoored  the  periagua,  and  we  immediately  set  out  for  Shark 
Island.  There,  on  the  summit  of  the  fort  which  our  labour  had 
erected,  we  hoisted  our  signal -flag,  and  afterwards  fired  an  alarm- 
gim.  A  few  minutes  later,  and  we  discovered  a  black  point  on 
the  horizon,  gradually  separating  itself  from  the  world  of  waters, 
which  still  glowed  in  the  many-coloured  radiance  of  the  setting 
sun ;  a  telescope  soon  revealed  to  us  our  dear  adventurer. 

He  advanced  to  us  slowly,  and  striking  the  sea  with  his  oars,  as 
if  the  Greenland  boat  were  loaded  with  a  double  cargo. 

"  Fire !  "  ciied  Ernest,  in  a  tone  of  command ;  and  Rudly,  in 
his  capacity  of  officer  of  the  coast-guard,  discharged  a  cannon :  we 
gave  a  general  hurrah,  and  descended  in  all  haste  to  regain  our 
periagua  and  meet  Frederick  on  the  shore  of  the  bay,  whither  he 
was  directing  his  course. 

On  our  arrival,  we  perceived  the  cause  of  the  young  navigator's 
slowness  of  progress.  The  prow  of  his  cajack,  which  he  had  deco- 
rated with  the  head  of  the  walrus  and  its  ivory  tusks,  was  loaded 
with  various  articles,  while  a  gieat  shaggy  head,  more  like  an 
inflated  bladder  than  the  head  of  an  animal,  and  a  bag,  which  he 
likewise  towed,  kept  his  little  skiff  sunk  up  to  the  gunwale  in  the 
water. 

We  received  the  voyager  with  open  arms. 

"  It  seems,"  said  I,  "  my  dear  Frederick,  that  you  have  had  a 
lucky  day ;  but,  whatever  may  be  your  booty,  it  is  not  worth  your 
return  home  safe  and  sound;  blessed  be  God,  who  has  restored 
you  uninjured  to  your  mother's  arms  1"  . 


HOC  FREDERICK  TELLS  HIS  TALE. 

"Yes,  indeed,"  replied  Frederick;  "bleaMd  be  God!  for, 
beaides  the  spoils  j<m  see  yonder,  I  beliam  I  hare  mado  » 
discovery  whirh  in  iUelf  is  more  predoua  than  all  th»  traarares  vt 
the  sea,  and  which  will  stimulate  nii  to  new  ezenntoiu." 

ITieeo  words,  which  he  uttered  in  a  half-whiaper,  singnlarlf 
excited  my  curiosity ;  but  I  gare  no  expraanon  to  it  at  Snt,  u 
all  pressed  around  the  royager,  plying  him  with  qoestiona,  and 
scarcely  giving  him  time  (o  breathe.  When  we  had  unfast^ted 
the  bag — filled  with  lai^  oysters,  as,  at  a  first  glance,  I  ooajec- 
tured — and  the  marine  animal  which  served  as  a  counterpoise  (o 
its  weight,  my  boys  began  to  drag  the  little  boat,  with  its  pilot 
still  seated  within  it,  towards  our  habitation,  "laVing  the  sir  ring 
with  joyous  shonts.     My  wife  and  I  followed. 

Afterwards  they  returned,  with  a  barrow,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  cargo,  and  thin  dinposcd  of,  we  all  seated  ourselves  under  tbe 
gallery,  nod  prepared  to  enjoy  Froilerick's  account  of  his  expe- 

He  began  by  begging  uti  to  excuse  his  little  escapade :  as  we 
were  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  eastern  part  of  the  country 
which  we  inhabited,  he  had  set  forth  with  an  intention  of  exploring 
it,  and  not  for  the  mere  purpose  of  seeking  those  advcntnres  and 
perilous  hazards  which  occasionally  relieved  the  monotony  of  oar 
occupations — too  peacefully  uniform  in  their  nature  for  the  activity 
of  a  young  man  of  twenty-live. 

Frederick's  Naksatite. 

long  made  all  my  arrangementa  for 
■<  expedition,"  he  continned,  after 
';  his  mother,  by  sn  embrace,  and  I,  bv 
t  a  sign  with  my  head,  had  assured  him 
t  of  our  forgiveness ;  "  I  had  stored  my 
I  cajack  with  provisions,  and  with  two 
'  bottles,  one  of  hydromel,  and  the 
e  other  of  fresh  water;  on  the  after- 
deck  I  had  fitted  up  a  mariner'a  eom- 
pasa;  a  harpoon,  a  boat-hook,  and  a  fishing-net  were  disposed  in 
their  proper  places,  on  the  right  hand  side  of  my  canoe ;  a  gun, 
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and  an  anchor,  with  its  cable  coiled  up,  on  the  left ;  I  had  also  a 
pair  of  pistols  in  my  belt,  and  a  game-bag  stuffed  with  munitions 
at  my  side ;  I  found  a  place  for  my  eagle,  which  I  wished  to  take 
as  my  companion;  and  I  awaited  with  impatience  the  moment 
when  I  could  depart  unknown  to  you,  dear  parents,  for  I  feared 
my  mother's  tender  reproaches. 

"  This  morning,  before  daybreak,  I  rose  very  softly,  and  hastened, 
according  to  custom,  to  the  sea-shore.  The  weather  was  so  beauti- 
ful, the  wave  so  calm,  that  I  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to 
avail  myself  of  so  favourable  a  conjuncture.  I  seized  upon  a  good 
stout  hatchet,  leaped  into  the  cajack,  and  suffered  the  current  of  the 
Jackal  River  to  carry  me  out  to  sea,  in  the  direction  of  the  reef  on 
which  our  noble  vessel  was  wrecked. 

"  There  I  saw,  as  I  passed,  and  at  no  great  depth,  a  quantity  of 
iron  bars,  cannon,  and  shot,  which  we  may,  perhaps,  one  day  recover, 
when  we  have  hit  upon  some  means  of  diving  for  them.  I  after- 
wards directed  my  courae,  diagonally,  towards  the  western  coast, 
steering  through  a  multitude  of  rocks  of  every  shape,  which,  like 
the  ruins  of  a  shattered  promontory,  rose  above  the  liquid  surface 
or  were  concealed  by  the  foamy  waves.  A  host  of  sea-birds  have 
built  their  nests  in  this  exposed  situation,  and  flutter  about  the 
scene,  uttering  the  most  piercing  cries.  Wherever  the  rocks  pre- 
sented a  clear  surface  might  be  seen  numerous  large  marine 
animals—some,  stretched  in  the  sun,  were  loudly  roaring,  while 
others  amused  themselves  with  awkward  pastimes.  Sea-lions 
were  among  them,  and  sea-bears,  sea- elephants,  and  all  kinds  of 
seals,  and  especially  walruses,  which,  anchored  to  the  rocks  by 
their  curved  tusks,  suffered  the  lower  portions  of  their  body  to 
hang  suspended  in  the  sea.  This  latter  species  must  have  estab- 
lished their  general  rendezvous  in  the  place  I  speak  of,  for  I 
remarked,  as  I  skirted  the  coast,  heaps  of  their  bones  and  ivory 
teeth;  we  have  only  to  go  thither  to  procure  for  our  museum, 
whenever  we  choose,  a  perfect  and  beautifully  white  skeleton." 

^'  Oh,  that  would  be  charmingi"  exclaimed  Frederick's  auditors; 
*'  we  will  collect  the  tusks  to  make  ivory  handles  for  our  knives, 
and  even  tools ! " 

Fritz,  whose  reflective  mind  always  suggested  an  appropriate 
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rcmftrk,  tben  inquired  of  me  the  uses  of  the  enormons  currod  lc«l 
or  tuskfl  with  which  curtaiu  oninialB  were  provided,  iiuKmncb  i 
they  were  evidently  not  fitted  citlier  to  bite  or  graze. 

"  Such,"  I  replied,  "  is  not  the  object  of  all  kinds  of  teetl 
wimc  are  wcnpoiiR  of  attack  or  defence,  ob  in  the  case  of  tl 
elejilmnt,  rhinoceros,  walrus,  and  narwhal;  others,  like  the  snoi 
of  the  boar,  or  the  curved  trunk  of  the  seal,  or  the  tuak  of  tl 
6a/ti/roiuKa,  are  the  tools  with  which  Nature  has  endowed  tha 
nniinals,  cither  for  digging  up  the  tabercles  and  roots  that  fori 
their  food,  for  detaching  sholl-flsh  from  the  ooean-rocks,  or  ft 
huukinp;  theniaelveR  on  to  the  branches  of  the  trees  whose  foli^ 
they  devour;  tlie  liippojmtamus  alone  has  teeth  so  strong  ao 
various  that  one  kuowH  not  for  what  purpose  be  employs  then 
Nince  lio  is  frugivurouN.  However,  the  tasks  of  the  hippopot«mii 
and  walnis  1«?ing  Ickk  porous  than  tlioso  of  the  elephant,  the  iTOr 
yielded  liy  them  in  most  esteemed,  bocnura  it  is  less  likely  to  tur 
yelliiw;  wlit'rcfore  dentintK  uhc  it  in  the  manufacture  of  artificii 
leeth." 

Frederick  then  resnmed  his  narrative ; — 

jirsT  confeiw  that  when  I  found  tnyael 
in  the  midst  of  all  these  monsters,  ] 
did  not  feel  very  much  at  ease;  ] 
endeavoured  to  glide  nnperceivei! 
through  the  openings  in  the  reefs 
itnd  was  fortunate  enough  not  U 
encounter  any  animal  inclined  tc 
dispute  my  passage ;  yet  fully  an 
hour  nnd  a  half  elapsed  before  1 
cHciipud  IVum  this  unpU'.i.^nt  nei^>'hbuui'hoQd.  Then  I  passed 
before  a  magnificent  rocky  portico  which  Nnture  seemed  to  have 
taken  a  pleasure  in  constructing  of  the  severest  and  most  imposing 
architecture;  it  resembled  the  arch  of  a  gigantic  bridge,  under 
which  the  sea  flowed  as  in  a  canal,  while  on  either  side  the  rook 
rose  like  a  perpendicular  wall  from  the  watery  depths.  I  did  not 
hesilale  tn  venture  into  thiw  gloomy  ocoan-rnvine,  at  whose 
extremity  a  fi-oble  jtleam  of  liglit  Indicateil  the  oxisteneo  of  an 


EDIBLE  birds'  NEST. 


1)90 


opening  Jihci  ui  was  the  coolnem*,  wlnle  all  arounJ  aud  about 
nie  fluttered  clouds  of  sea  an  allows  winch  had  niched  their  nesU 
in  the  locks  an  1  winch  filled  the  air  with  their  shrill  en ch  as  if 
ihej  wnull  fain  have  forbidden  ni\  approach  but  Iheir  daiing 
neither  weakened  nij  eourage  ii  u  lehsened  my  cunosilj  1 
moored  iny  sKiff  1 1  i  conier  htone  of  the  marine  cavern  and 
applied  myself  to  L'tamiiLC  tianquiUy  its  woiilert  a-i  nell  as  its 
inhabitants 

These  birle  appeared  to  me  about  as  big  a    uruiB    then 
breast  in    Inzzlingh  white  their  wm^H  are  of  a  dear  ^lov  their 


back  an  t  the  feathers  of  their  tail  of  a  Imttroua  }et  it  seemed  to 
me  that  their  nextn  mynads  of  which  were  built  about  the  arch 
and  sides  of  the  cavern    consisted    like  those  of  other  birds,  of 
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I 
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featber«,  dry  leaTes^  and  blades  of  grasa;  but  the  nngular  circi 
stance  is,  tbat  each  of  them  was  placed  on  a  kind  of  support 
sembling  an  elongated  spoon  without  a  handle,  glued  to  the  re 
and  apparently  composed  of  a  kind  of  smooth  gray-ooloured  wa 

"  As  some  of  these  nests  were  empty  I  removed  them,  and  al 
attentively  examining  them,  I  perceived  they  were  made  of  a  k 
substance  like  isinglass ;  I  procured  a  small  supply,  which  I  ci 
fully  packed  up  with  the  debris  of  other  nests  and  dry  herbs,  i 
placed  in  the  fore- part  of  my  boat,  in  the  head  of  the  walrus, 
your  inspect  iun.  Tell  me,  father,  do  you  think  it  will  be  of  i 
service?" 

'^  Assuredly."  I  answered  ;  ^*  a  capital  article  of  commerce  woi 
these  swallows'  nents  be,  if  we  were  in  communication  with  Chi 
where  they  fetch  their  weight  in  gold,  for  they  are  eaten 
Hiillions,  and  regarded  as  a  special  delicacy." 

Here  I  was  interrupted  by  my  wife  and  sons,  who  loudly  gt 
expression  to  their  disgust  at  tlie  idea  of  eating  birds'  nests. 
made  them  understand  that  it  was  no  question  of  eating  the  h 
and  feathers  wliicli  lined  their  nests,  but  only  the  outer  cm 
which  is  carefully  cleaned,  and  when  cooked  with  spices,  makes 
kind  of  transparent,  savoury,  and  agreeable  jelly.  The  wo 
*'  jelly  "  reminding  my  wife  of  what  she  had  achieved  with  a  su 
stance  which  at  first  sight  seemed  by  no  means  well  adapted  i 
conversion  into  a  delicacy,  she  speedily  recovered  from  her  pre] 
j      ^  dice,  and  agreed  that,  with  a  suitable  preparation  and  seasouin 

Frederick's  discovery  might  be  turned  to  advantage. 

"  Have  not  men,"  T  added,  '*  conceived  the  idea  of  turnii 
sharks'  fins  into  a  dainty  of  the  most  exquisite  character  !  Wh 
do  we  not  owe  to  human  necessity  or  gluttony !  Come,  my  de 
wife,  you  must  serve  up  to  us  some  of  these  nests,  that  we  mi 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging  if  they  are  really  worthy  of  the 


renown." 


"  Willingly,"  replied  our  good  housekeeper;  "  though  I  am  cor 
pletely  ignorant  of  this  transcendent  mode  of  cookery.  T  thin 
however,  T  can  contrive  to  make  you  a  jelly,  provided  you  w 
thoroughly  cleanse  for  me  these  little  cakes,  which  ap|>ear  tolerab 
dirty." 
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Little  Fritz,  who  was  still  the  cook's  assistant,  assured  his 
mother  that  this  should  be  his  first  occupation  on  the  following 
day.     Then,  turning  towards  me,  he  said, — 

"But,  father,  where  do  the  swallows  obtain  the  glutinous 
matter  of  which  they  make  the  supports  of  their  nests?" 

"  That,  as  yet,"  I  replied,  "  is  not  positively  known.  It 
was  formerly  pretended  that  the  foam  of  the  seas  which  this  little 
bird  (the  GoUocalia  esculenta)  collects  with  his  beak,  he  employed  to 
glue  his  nest  to  the  rock.  When  dried,  the  substance  I  speak  of 
assumes  the  appearance  of  wax,  or  rather  of  isinglass ;  and  some 
authorities  assert  that  it  is  the  produce  of  a  kind  of  mollusc  on 
which  the  sea-swallow  feeds,  and  of  which,  after  having  swallowed 
it,  he  disgorges  the  gelatinous  part,  either  to  construct  his  nest  or 
feed  his  young.  The  latter  opinion  appears  to  me  the  better 
founded,  because  this  substance  possesses  the  nutritive  qualities  of 
animal  matter.  But  a  truce  to  our  discussion,  and  let  us  hear 
the  conclusion  of  our  adventurous  voyager's  narrative." 

"  I  advanced  boldly,"  he  resumed,  "  through  the  tranquil  waters 
which  bathed  this  gloomy  pass,  and  on  emerging  from  it  found 
myself  in  a  magnificent  bay  whose  low  and  fertile  shores  skirted 
a  savannah  of  immense  extent.  Graceful  clumps  of  trees  of  every 
species  relieved  the  uniformity  ;  to  the  right  rose  enormous  masses 
of  rocks,  of  which  the  one  I  had  just  traversed  was  only  a  prolon- 
gation ;  to  the  left  flowed  a  calm  and  limpid  river,  and  beyond 
this  river  extended  a  great  morass,  which  was  bounded  by  a  dense 
forest  of  cedars. 

"  While  I  followed  up  in  my  skiff  the  sinuosities  of  the  coast,  I 
perceived  at  the  bottom  of  the  transparent  waters,  on  a  pebbly  bed, 
numerous  shoals,  so  to  speak,  of  large  shell-fish  resembling  oysters, 
which  are  called,  I  believe,  bivalves.  Here,  then,  I  said  to  myself, 
is  a  far  more  succulent  edible  than  the  little  oysters  of  Safety  Bay ; 
I  must  taste  them,  and  if  they  are  good,  I'll  carry  home  a  supply  to 
Tent- Town.  Immediately  I  detached  a  few  with  my  boat-hook, 
collected  them  in  a  net,  and  threw  them  on  the  shore  without 
leaving  my  canoe,  because  I  wished  to  complete  my  cargo  at  one 
loading.     On  returning  to  the  shore  with  a  fresh  supply,  I  foimd 
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that  the  lirst  oynterfi  were  open,  and  that  tha  heat  of  tlie  sun  had 
already  begun  to  corrupt  them  ;  however,  I  opened  one  or  two  of 
those  I  hail  junt  brought,  but  instead  of  the  white  fat  oyster  un 
which  T  Iiad  hoiK-il  to  regale  mjHelf,  I  found  only  a  hard,  leathery, 
tanteless  viand.  In  attrnipting  to  detach  the  animal  froin  the 
Hhell,  u'liose  interior  was,  T  may  add,  lined  with  dazzling  mother- 
of-pearl,  I  felt  under  my  knife  some  hard  round  bodies,  like  peas; 
I  extracted  thcni  fnini  tlie  llenh  of  the  oyster,  and  found  theae  little 
heads  ho  pretty  that  I  amUReil  niyKelf  in  cleaning  ont  all  the  sluUs 
and  Rloweil  away  the  pearls — for  anch  I  take  them  to  be — ia  ■ 
Rmall  box  wliii^li  I  had  about  me.  Do  you  think  not,  papa,"AUed 
Frederick,  as  he  presented  them  to  me,  "  that  they  are  niHj 
pearlH?" 

"  Let  UN  mx,  let  um  mc,  Frederick,"  exchumed  his  broOien, 
throwing  theniH<-lves  on  the  box  at  the  rink  of  spilling  all  ila  oon- 
tcnts ;  "  <i]i,  what  a  trenaurc  I  How  they  shine  I  How  brilliant 
and  regular  tliey  are  ! " 

I  took  the  box  in  my  turn. 

"  Tlicy  arc  indeed  pearls  !"  1  cried,  "  and  Oriental  pearls  of  tbe 
grentcHt  beauty!  Thou  liost  truly  diRCOvercd  a  treasure,  my  aiiiii 
it  in  true,  it  will  be  less  useful  to  us  than  thy  salanganes'  nests, 
since  wo  ])os«eRH  n<i  nieaiiH  of  turning  it  to  advantage ;  yet  its 
discovery  niny  one  day  have  for  us  advantageous  resuJta;  we  will 
not  neglect  it,  and  will  visit  the  bay  you  have  so  well  described. 
Meanwhile,  go  on  with  your  narrative,"' 

t  Iiaviug  recruited  my  strength,"  resumed 
Fifderiek,  "  with  a  hearty  lunch,  I  continued 
,  my  voyage  along  the  tuast,  which  I  found  to 
be  broken  up  into  a  number  of  little  creeka, 
i-lotheil  in  blonsoms  and  verdure.  In  due 
time  I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river,  whose 
traiuiui!  watem  fidwed  almost  noiselessly  into  the  bay;  its  surface, 
covered  with  aquatic  plants,  resembled  s  verdurons  meadow,  where 
divers  kindn  of  birds  were  flying,  and,  among  others,  a  species 
wliich,  mounted  on  large  legs,  stalked  forward  at  a  rapid  pace. 
"  Tliis  river  I  named  the  St.  John,  because  it  reminded  iiio  of 
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the  great  river  of  that  n&me  in  Flori<Ia,  as  far  as  I  could  judge 
from  my  recollections  of  what  I  had  read.  After  renewing  my 
supply  of  fresh  water,  I  directed  my  course  towards  the  other 
promontory  which  temiiDates  the  bay,  and  stands  opposite  to  the 
one  I  had  cleared  by  passing  through  the  arched  tunnel  in  its  aides. 
This  bay,  which  I  do  not  hesitate  to  designate  Pearl  Bay,  mea- 


.Tic  FuiKn  {Fuei  aiul  Algo'), 


sures  about  two  leagues  across  from  one  point  to  the  other,  and  is 
separated  from  the  open  sea  by  a  chain  of  reefs  extending  in  a 
straight  line.  There  is  but  one  convenient  entrance,  which  lies  a 
little  to  the  west ;  everywhere  else  the  entire  bay  is  fortified  by 
reefs  and  sand-banbs,  forming  a  natural  harbour,  which  needs  only 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  to  render  it  perfect. 

"  I  attempted  to  pass  out  by  the  passage  which  I  had  so  recently 
discovered,  but  the  tide  began  to  rise,  and  for  the  time  I  was  c«ni- 
pelled  to  renounce  my  project ;  I  therefore  proceeded  along  the  rocks 
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as  fsr  aa  the  promontory,  but  it  hail  uo  opaiing  like  th«  otber. 
■nd  I  was  obliged  to  land.     For  on  ererf  udv  I  uw  tb«  hcadt  of 

marine  auiniaU,  which,  apparently  about  the  mme  of  a  ctif,  row 
above  the  wntcnt,  plnnged,  and  dived,  and  purau«d  one  ttnother  in 
sport,  and  I  Teared  tliey  might  upset  me  in  their  joyoiu  paatinm; 
ounsoquently,  I  fuittened  my  cajack  to  t.  piece  of  rock,  took  my 
eagle  ami  my  neaponx,  and  prepared  to  strike  the  first  of  tbr 
creatures  wliii^h  Hbould  approach  the  shore.  I  waa  deairoiia  of 
bringing  lioine  one  of  them  for  your  inHpectioQ.  Owing  to  their 
rotundity,  I  can  only  compare  them  to  a  valise  well-filled  and 
Hwollen  to  the  utmoHt ;  the  akin  being  covered  with  a  short  thkk 
hair,  I  conjectured  it  might  be  uReful.  A  company  of  these  comed- 
ians won  approached  the  comer  where  I  had  concealed  myself. 
1  let  looMC  my  eagle,  which  immediately  attacked  the  largest,  and 
speedily  hliiuled  it.  Then  T  leaped  from  rock  to  f«ck,  until  1 
reached  the  yAaee  ulieie  the  poor  animal  waa  xtniggling  under  the 
cruel  talona  of  ill 
enemy,  killed  it  with 
a  blow  from  my  boat- 
hook,  autl  drew  it  to 
my  cajack.  All  iU 
companiona  had  di«- 
appearod  as  if  by 
magic. 

"  Straightway,  I 
li^an  to  disembowel 
I  he  animal,  whose 
weight  n&H  too  great 
for  my  (rail  skiff 
but  while  I  was  tliUH 
engaged,  a  prodi)^ 
ouH  quantity  of  sea- 
binla  aasailed  me  on 
every  side:  guUi 
frigate-birds,  sea- 
ith  80  much  audacity 
fit  of  ijni>atieiice,  I  let  drive  at  them  left  ami  right,  anil 
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by  good  luck  knocked  dowu  a  great  bird  of  extraordinary  strength. 
It  was,  I  fancy,  an  albatross. 

"  Meanwhile,  having  driven  off  these  importunate  visitors,  I 
finished  my  task.  I  fastened  my  sea-otter,  for  such,  I  tliink,  is  the 
animal's  name,  to  the  rear  of  the  canoe,  by  the  side  of  my  bag  of 
oysters,  and  began  to  think  of  home.  The  ebb  was  now  running 
out ;  I  made  {or  the  entrance  into  the  bay  among  the  rocks ; 
cleared  it  without  accident;  speedily  regained  the  well-known 
waterfl ;  descried  our  flag  waving  in  the  distance,  and  heard  the 
cannon  of  the  redoubt  welcoming  my  re- appearance." 


^fTEK  the  conclusion  of  Frederick's  ani- 
mated  recital,  and  during  the  absence 
of  my  wife  and  sons  on  a  visit  of  in- 
spection to  the  CBjack — the  former  to 
examine  the  new  viands  recommended 
to  her  culinaiy  tnlentu,  and  the  othera 
to  handle  the  pearl  oysters — Frederick 
and  I  remained  for  some  time  alone. 
He  had  reserved  for  our  private  confer- 
mportant  part  of  his  narrative,  and  now  confided  to 
me  a  secret  fur  my  consideration  before  he  divulged  it  to  the  rest. 
"  I  have  to  tell  you,"  he  Raid,  "  a  singular  circumstance  of  my 
voyage.  On  examining  the  albatross  which  I  had  struck  down 
with  my  boat-hook,  judge  of  my  surprise  when  I  found  a  cloth 
about  one  of  its  paws.  I  unbound  it  and  read  in  good  English 
these  words — 

"'Save  the  paoa  Castawav  on  the  Bhosinq  Rock.' 

"  My  emotions  on  making  this  discovery  it  is  impossible  to 
describe.  Again  and  again  I  re-read  the  words,  as  if  to  assure 
myself  that  my  eyes  had  not  deceived  me.  Oh,  Heaven,  I  cried, 
grant  that  this  may  be  true  I  Afterwards,  I  endeavoured  to 
account  for  the  presence  of  a  human  being  among  these  clifis,  but 
the  history  of  onr  own  shipwreck  was  a  convincing  proof  of  its 
possibility ;  from  that  moment,  to  seek  along  the  coast  or  out  at 
flea  the  smoking  rock, — to  save  the  sufferer,  my  fellow -creature,  my 
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brothiT,  liccamc  my  only  thought ;  but  though  I  gaxed  arou 
every  tiiik-,  my  glancoa  wcro  lost  in  the  unfathoTnable  spaoe. 
"  Then  n  lucky  iiloii  oceurrod  to  mo — namely,  to  rcbind 
the  foot  of  thu  Hlbatrotw  the  original  cloth,  and  to  tie  ronn 
other  foot  ti  new  piece  of  litien,  on  which  I  wrote  in  Engliah 

" '  Tiit'sT  IN  God  ;  AtwiSTAHCE  is  at  iianu.' 

"  If,  1  MiicI  to  iiiytieir,  the  binl  returns  to  him  who  sent  it  at 
he  will  rcaii  niy  iiuswlt  ;  it,  tm  the  other  hand,  the  messenger 
cnily  lly  iioiir  the  uuf<irtuimlu,  without  Htopping,  he  will  pci 
the  deconil  L'loth ;  mid  this  nlono  will  iiwiiirc  hiui  with  hope 
cnnfirleiico,  lor,  umiiicstioiiably,  ho  will  uuiterstoud  that  hi« 
Ims  fallcu  ill  with  men. 

■'  I  pluekml  u  foiithur  IVom  the  winp  uf  the  binl ;  fashion 
iiilo  soiiio  lU'^ive  of  shti\ie  with  my  knife,  and  dipping  it  ii 
Moiid  of  llii-  scH-nller,  wrote,  <m  n  KmuII  strip  torn  from  my  1; 
kerchief,  tlu'  wliort  sciileiice  I  hiivp  nlrciidy  repeatwl  to  you. 
atbulniss  hail  <>iily  hoeii  Ktnnned  hy  the  lihiw,  and  I  rcrive<l  : 
aihniniKteriiifr  u  few  ihops  of  hydininel.  Then  attaching  my 
wive  t<i  its  foiil,  I  siMit  it  on  its  journey,  offering  my  praycw 
entreaties  to  (5<id  lliat  it  niiKht  return  sutely  to  him  who  had  sci 

"  At  firnt  it  ruse  in  n  rfraight  line  above  my  head,  ai<  if  to  n 
noitre  the  litajity  towiirds  which  it  would  fain  direct  its  coi 
then  Hying  wi'stward,  it  plieil  its  wings  with  Kuch  rapidity  tl 
8(ion  hint  sight  of  it,  ami  wiw  compulled  t«  renounce  ftU  hop 
following  it  ill  my  eujaek. 

"Now,  falher,"  coiitinued  Frederick,  with  generous  omo 
■'  what  think  you  of  this  event  ?  If  we  were  at  length  to  disc 
a  human  being !  a  new  friend !  for  we  shall  go  in  search  of 
Ntranger,  sliall  we  not,  my  father?  Oh  yos,  we  will  got  ^ 
joy,  whut  happiness!  Hut  ah,  what  despair  if  we  do  not  sue 
in  the  enterprise  I  Thus,  my  father,  you  recognize  the  nlt4 
tionit  of  fear  and  hope  wliich  induced  nie  to  keep  the  secret  ot 
strange  rencontre  fi-oui  my  mother  and  brothers,  and  coufido  it 
to  y(m  ;  we  nuist  Kpare  them  the  anxieties  of  a  hope  which, 
all,  may  be  deceived." 

Theselastwordsmyaonuttcredina  toneof  thedecpeiitmelanc] 
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"  I  sm  well  pleased  with  you,"  answered  I ;  "  you  have  acted 
with  much  prudence ;  you  have  doue  well  in  resisting  the  finil 
impulse  of  your  heart,  which  led  you  to  carry  assistance  to  a.  suf- 
fering fellow-creature. 

"  You  would  have  plunged  us  all  into  a  mortal  agony,  if  night 
had  come  on  before  your  return  home. 

"  Am  for  the  incident  you  have  described,  it  is,  undoubtedly, 
extraordinary  ;  nevertheless  we  must  not  too  sanguinely  build 
our  hopes  upon  it.  The  iilbatross  is  a  wandering  bird,  which  in  a 
very  brief  time  traverses  immense  distances.  It  is  possible,  also, 
that  the  ntussage  which  it  earned  was  written  long  ago ;  and  even 
supposing  tliat  it  was  of  recent  date,  it  may  well  be  that  the  poor 
wretch  who  wrote  it  ia  at  such  a  distance  froni  our  island  that  any 
attempt  to  discover  hink  will  be  fruitless.  But  let  us  keep  the 
secret  between  uh,  and  I  will  reflect  on  the  best  means  of  rescuing 
the  unfortunate,  if  ho  exists,  without  awakening  fresh  anxieties  in 
the  bosoms  oE  our  beloved  ones." 


These  cold  and  commonplace  words  were  dictated  by  my  desire 
to  subdue  the  kind  of  excitement  which  fired  the  young  imagina- 
tion of  my  son,  and  to  prevent  him  from  rashly  plunging  into  some 
dangerous  enterprise  ;  for  I  was  not  unaware  that  pirates  hidden 
in  some  creek  or  bay  (rei^ueutly  employed  theee  false  signals  to 
entrap  the  unwary  navigators.  I  therefore  bade  my  son  be  calm, 
and  promised  to  consult  with  him  on  a  feasible  project.  We 
then  hastened  to  rejoin  the  rest  of  the  family,  whom  we  found 
still  occupied  by  the  glittering  pearls. 


HOLD,"  said  Professor  Ernest,  "  here 
lies  at  our  feet  a  fortnne  1  Burope 
pays  in  weight  of  gold  for  the  beau- 
tiful gome  which  the  Orient  sends 
her:  in  1804,  the  English  Govern- 
ment sold  to  a  speculator,  for  upwards 
of  3,000,000  francs,  the  right  of  fish- 
ing. For  a  single  season,  the  oyster- 
beds  of  the  Ceylon  coast. 
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"  Tlie  pearl  lihlicry  commenceB  in  the  month  of  March,  anil 
cini>loyB  s  grout  number  of  bomU.  The  Orientals  who  proaecute  it 
import  into  their  tranMctions  a  great  deal  of  mystery,  and  never 
uiidi-rtakc  it  until  they  have  performed  all  kinda  of  kblutiona,  aod 
fiaid  all  kindH  of  prayen,  which  in  their  belief  ensure  the  infallible 
Kuccew  itf  the  otitoi'|>rii<n  they  meditate.  They  set  out  at  night; 
for  it  iii  osseiitiiil,  they  Hny,  to  have  cost  anchor  in  the  latitude  uf 
the  bank  about  to  be  lishcd  before  the  si 


"  Neverthplcra,  the  fishers  <1o  not  commence  their  operationii 
Until  Kevcn  o'clock  in  the  morning — that  is,  when  the  heat  permits 
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the  divers  to  enter  the  water.  And  this  is  how  they  set  to 
work : — 

"  With  oars,  and  spars,  and  pieces  of  wood,  they  construct  a 
kind  of  light  scaffolding,  which  projects  on  either  side  of  the  boat, 
and  to  which  they  suspend  a  stone  shaped  like  a  sugar-loaf.  This 
stone,  called  the  diver's  stone,  is  lowered  about  five  feet  into  the 
water.  The  cord  supporting  it  is  connected  with  a  kind  of  stirrup, 
intended  for  the  diver's  foot.  The  diver  places  his  foot  firmly  in 
it,  and  remains  standing  erect  for  a  few  moments,  until  a  net 
shaped  like  a  pannier  is  thrown  out  to  him  ;  in  this  he  places  his 
other  foot,  holding  in  his  hand  a  rope  suspended  from  the  scaf- 
folding. 

"  These  preparations  completed,  he  closes  his  nostrils  with  one 
hand  to  prevent  the  water  from  choking  him ;  then  he  gives  a 
smart  pull  to  the  rope  connected  with  the  stone,  and  descends 
into  the  water.  On  reaching  the  bottom,  he  draws  his  foot  out  of 
his  stirrup ;  immediately  the  stone  rises,  and  the  boatmen  above 
hook  it  on  anew  to  the  scaffolding.  The  diver  then  collects  his 
spoils,  removing  the  oysters  from  their  beds  with  a  small  iron 
pincer,  and  gathering  them  into  his  net  with  all  possible  speed. 

"  Generally,  the  whole  time  spent  under  water  does  not  exceed 
a  minute  and  a  half. 

"  If  he  is  skilful,  he  will  collect  as  many  as  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ojnstert  in  this  brief  interval. 

"  As  soon  as  his  task  is  finished  he  gives  notice  to  the  boatmen 
above  by  pulling  the  cord  attached  to  the  pannier.  They  imme- 
diately draw  it  up ;  but  the  diver  mounts  to  the  surface  before  his 
booty,  and  waits,  disporting  around  the  boat,  until  it  is  again  his 
turn  to  dive.     A  diver's  stone  ordinarily  occupies  a  couple  of  men. 

*^  The  natives  of  Ceylon  and  the  Coromandel  coast  are  eager 
pursuers  of  this  particular  fishery ;  and,  painful  as  it  seems,  the 
men  employed  in  it  speak  of  it  only  as  an  agreeable  recreation. 
They  toil  in  the  manner  I  have  described  for  at  least  six  hours, 
without  uttering  a  single  complaint ;  and  if  they  ever  groan,  it  is 
because  the  oyster-bank  is  badly  supplied. 

"  After  the  fishery,  the  oysters  are  heaped  up  in  spacious  inclos- 
ares,  where  they  are  watched  with  much  care  for  about  ten  days ; 
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Iliat  is,  until  they  corrupt,  and  the  pearls  can  bo  extracted.  When 
they  linve  reached  a  euitahle  condition,  they  are  thrown  into  a 
reservoir  full  of  sea-water :  there  they  are  left  for  about  twelre 
hours.  Then  they  are  opened  and  washed,  and  the  shells  pash 
into  the  hands  of  the  ^  clippers/  who  detach  the  pearls  Miith  small 
])inccrs." 

After  this  explanation  had  boen  supplied  by  Professor  Ernest, 
we  all  made  uur  remarks  on  the  beauty,  size,  and  number  of  the 
])earls  found  in  the  shells  which  Frederick  had  broug^ht  home. 

In  re}>ly  to  some  questions  of  Fritz,  who  wished  to  know  if  all 
llie  pearls  were  of  this  brilliant  and  agreeable  "  water,"  I  added  to 
Ernest's  account  the  information  that  the  beauty  of  the  pearls 
(lepeiidod  on  the  purity  of  the  bed  whence  the  shells  were  taken : 
in  muddy  watei's,  it  is  said,  they  are  dull,  but  un  sand  or  gravel 
very  clear  and  shining.  They  also  change  their  nuatict  according 
lo  the  locality  :  those  found  in  the  Gulf  of  California  are  of  an 
oiange  yellow ;  those  on  the  African  coast  are  smoother  and  nearly 
\)]iu:k ;  sume,  much  esteemed  among  the  Arabs,  are  of  a  ^eenish 
colour.  In  Scotland,  as  in  Lorraine,  a  species  of  large  mussel  fur- 
ni?>lies  pearls ;  but  these  are  of  a  bluish  tint  and  irregular  shape." 

"  And  how,  then,"  inquired  Fritz,  "  are  pearls  formed  ?" 

*'  For  a  lung  time  their  fonnation  was  looked  upon  as  marvel- 
lous. They  were  attributed  to  a  kind  of  dew  which  fell  from 
heaven ;  and  perhaps  yuu  will  remember  the  graceful  apologue  of 
tlie  drop  of  water  which  bewailed  its  fate  in  falling  into  the  ocean 
and  being  swallowed  by  an  oyster,  but  afterwards  became  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  of  Orient  pearls,  and  adorned  the  crown  of  the 
great  King  of  Persia. 

*'  In  this  tale  there  is  nothing  true  but  the  moral. 

*'  As  for  the  real  origin  of  pearls,  naturalists  have  discovered 
that  the  substance  is  identical  with  that  which  lines  the  shell  of 
the  oyster  itself ;  and  that,  at  first  a  viscous  liquor,  it  agglomerates 
and  hardens  in  the  body  of  the  animal  when  any  mtrusive  sub- 
stance arrests  its  secretion.  It  has  also  been  remarked  that  in 
wounded  oysters  pearls  are  generally  found,  and  especially  in  those 
which   have   been   pierced  by  a   small   marine   worm.      Per  for- 
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oting  thu  liard  bIicH  of  tlie  pearl-oynter,  it  cxlrails  tlie  poor  aninial 
by  suction  :  the  latter,  in  defeiicc,  covens  tlie  Iiulo  with  a  nacreoiu 
substance,  which  bccometi  as  liaid  as  the  shell,  and  aciiuUeE  consider- 
able brilliancy. 

"I  may  add  that  the  pearl-oyster  also  invests  with  this  nacre 
the  grains  of  sand  or  other  foreign  bodies  which  occasionally  force 
their  way  between  th  al  e  and  the  fi  !  e  men  'n  th'  way 
multiply  the  pearl    bj  [        ng  he  I  n  e     ng    ny  [  ebbles 

when  they  find  then     p 
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is  out  iif  Jwigor  kIio  ream  herself  on  the  waves,  «nd  indnlges  in 
a  thousand  tricks,  as  if  in 
mockery  of  the  enenir  whose 
efforts  she  has  foiled. 

'■  The  sea-otter,  however, 
is  not  to  be  despised  in  her 
character  of  '  game  : '  not 
only  does  her  akio  provide 
nn  exceUent  fur,  but  her 
tlesh  also  is  much  esteemed, 
and  is  described  as  quite 
as  good  as  mutton." 
n  some  other  loss  important 
wliicli  Froilerick  had  broi^ht  back  with  him ;  and  when 
tlic  first.  cntliiiKisMiti  l)ad  Mimewhal  tiul)sided — 

"  My  dear  wife,"  said  I,  suiWonly  asKUiniiig  an  iiuwonted  air  of 
gravity,  "  ami  you,  my  hoiis,  this  day  is  ono  of  the  epochs  which 
niark  out  tlie  liistory  of  a  family.  Frederick  is  no  longer  a  child : 
for  Roiuc  time,  and  especially  in  his  last  cxcuriiion,  he  has  conducted 
himKcIf  with  rui  much  courage  and  prudence,  that  I  now  formally 
rcRign  my  parental  authority  over  him,  and  declare  before  all  oi 
you  that  henceforth  I  hold  him  free  from  Hubordination  ;  that  I 
consider  him  n  I^Ian,  and,  as  a  friend,  called  to  aid  me  by  his 
counKelR  and  enorgics  in  the  ad minlBt ration  of  our  h'tlle  colony." 

This  unexpected  harangue  was  followed  by  a  moment's  silence. 
Frt'ilerick  himself,  to  whom  I  had  given  no  inkling  of  my  design, 
could  with  difGculty  conceal  hia  embarrasitment ;  while  his  mother, 
with  tears  streaming  down  her  cheeks,  clasped  him  in  a  fond 
embrace. 

After  n  minute  or  two  of  emotion,  Ernest  oxclairaed  : 
"  This  is  the  Roman  ceremony,  my  dear  Frederick,  of  the  tt>ga 
virilit.     You  are  now,  in  truth,  a  man — a  man — a  man  I — and 
take  care  never  agaia  to  thrust  your  freed  feet  into  the   little 
ulippers  of  infancy." 

In  thia  family  scene,  however,  there  mingled  such  an  element  of 
seriouaneaa  and  gravity,  that  none  felt  inclined  to  smile  at  Emnt's 
attempted  pleasantry. 
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The  secret  which  Frederick  had  confided  to  me  I  revealed  to  no 
one,  not  even  to  my  wife ;  for  I  bad  not  decided  what  steps  should 
be  taken  to  follow  it  up.  In  fact,  I  confess  that  it  caused  me  no 
slight  embnrrassnient. 

jpHE  pearls,  however,  were  ati  object  too 
important  for  any  one  to  forget ;  and 
on  the  following  morning  my  sods 
pressed  me  to  dispatch  them  to  the 
boy,  that  they  might  conduct  a  fishery 
en  regie  of  these  precious  bagatelles. 

"  Softly,  gentlemen,"  said  I.  "  Be- 
fore one  goes  out  to  ride,  one  must 
equip  one's  horse  ;  and  if  you  would 
have  your  enterprise  succeed,  you  must  furnish  yourselves  with  the 
tools  indispensable  to  its  success.  Let  every  one  of  you  invent 
Botnething  useful  for  the  expedition ;  of  which  not  only  do  I  ap- 
prove, but  I  will  gladly  take  part  in  it." 
My  proponal  was  warmly  applauded. 

Immediately  everybody  set  to  work,  and  our  quarters  became  a 
scene  of  unexampled  activity.  I  myself  cast  at  the  forge  a  couple 
of  great  rakes  and  two  small  iron  grapnels.  The  former  I  fur- 
nished with  long  and  solid  handles  of  wood  and  rings  of  iron,  that 
they  might  be  fixed  to  the  keel  of  our  shallop,  and  so  dragged 
over  the  bed  or  bank  tenanted  by  the  pearl  oysters ;  the  little 
crooks  or  grapnels  were  to  detach  those  passed  over  by  the  rakes. 
Emest  fabricated,  after  a  design  of  his  own,  a  kind  of  scraper, 
with  chisels,  set  in  motion  by  a  cord,  and  intended  for  the  removal 
of  the  nests  of  the  sea-swallows  from  their  rock,  as  we  were  desirous 
of  procuring  a  supply  of  them.  Budly  constructed  a  very  light 
ladder  by  boring  holes  at  regular  intervals  in  a  stout  bamboo  stem, 
and  passing  through  these  holes  a  number  of  spokes  of  cane,  about 
eighteen  inches  long — the  whole  resembling  a  paroquet's  climb- 
ing-pole :  and  that  a  person  might  the  more  readily  climb  up  it, 
he  had  fixed  at  the  top  an  iron  hook,  by  which  the  ladder  could 
be  suspended,  and  at  the  bottom  an  iron  point,  to  fix  it  firmly  in 
the  rocks  at  need.     Fritz,  very  skilful  in  net-makir^,  mended  up 


IVuiU,  bcttidi^a  a  cimk  of  freal)  watci 
wbole  wM  put  on  board  the  shsllo 
supposed  likely  to  be  uf  Rervice. 

A  whole  dhj  was  spent  in  ei^uipp 
a  fresh  and  favourable  wind  and  «  g 
depart.  Fritz  and  hi»  mother  w< 
WHtching  the  coast ;  ai<d,  gaily  hoL 
salute,  Btarting  in  the  midst  of  pra; 
happy  return. 

We  were  accompanied  by  some  c 
Knips,  a  successor  to  Frcdevick'N  anc 
trickster  was  dead — ami  Rudly's  jacl 
had  not  prevented  from  beuoiiiing  a  st] 
found  places  in  our  shallop.  We  had 
Folb,  aa  three  faithful  folbwera,  not 
In  fact,  the  climate  of  the  inland  hw 
them,  and  in  their  life  of  freedom 
strength  had  so  notably  incresBed,  t 
them  to  those  dogn  of  noble  race 
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us  stop  neveral  times — nt  the  risk  of  dashing  against  the  surf-beaten 
cvags — that  we  might  select,  among  the  debris  of  ^hese  monsters, 
some  curiosities  for  our  museum. 

The  sea  was  calm,  and  shone  like  a  resplendent  mirror,  and  over 
the  sunny  waves  glided,  like  fairy  boats,  whole  flotillas  of  the 
tiaulilus  papyrun — the  name  given  to  a  kind  of  univalve  shell'fiBh, 
made  hke  a  tiny  gondola  with  a  raised  poop.  The  old  Story  ran 
that  the  animal  inhabiting  it  tanght  men  the  art  of  navigation. 

The  most  that  can  be  said,  however,  is,  that  the  form  of  the 
shell  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  ship,  and  that  the  animal  seems  to 
steer  himself  through  (he  waves  as  a  pilot  steers  his  vessel. 

When  the  nautilus  wishes  to  swim,  he  raises  his  two  arms,  and 
extends  like  a  sail  the  thin  light  membrane  fastened  between 
them  ;  two  others  he  dips  into  the  sea,  and  uses  as  oars  ;  another 
serves  him  instead  of  rudder.  He  only  takes  so  much  water  into 
his  shell  as  is  necessary  to  ballast  it,  and  enable  him  to  advance 
with  as  much  safety  as  swiftness  ;  but  at  the  outbreak  of  n  storm, 
or  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  he  takes  in  his  sail,  lays  up  his 
oars,  and  Blls  his  shell  with  water  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  sink 
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rapidly.  He  turns  his  back  keel  upwards  when  he  wishes  to  re- 
ascend  to  the  surface,  and  by  means  of  certain  portions^  which  he 
expands  or  compresses  at  will,  he  can  trayerse  the  "liquid expense;" 
but  the  moment  he  has  attained  the  sorface,  he  adroitly  li^ts  hii 
little  ship,  empties  it  of  its  ballast,  and  expanding  his  canvas,  per- 
mits himself  to  be  carried  wherever  the  wind  wills.  The  naotfliw 
is  a  constant  navigator,  who  is  at  once  his  own  pilot  and  his  own 
craft. 

The  shell  of  the  nautilus  is  thin  as  paper,  white  as  milk,  striated, 
and  spirally  involved  ;  the  animal  is  a  kind  of  polypus,  with  eight 
feet,  and  both  sides  of  his  mouth  is  furnished  with  a  fringe,  which 
divides  into  twenty  fingers  (so  to  speak),  and  fulfil  the  functions  of 
the  creature's  hands,  stretching  forward  or  contracting,  seising  his 
prey,  and  carrying  it  to  his  mouth.* 

My  young  naturalists  could  not  see  these  charming  shells  execut- 
ing their  rapid  evolutions  on  the  tranquil  surface  of  the  wavei 
without  feeling  a  desire  to  pursue  them ;  by  means  of  the  netj 
which  we  carried  with  us,  we  had  soon  captured  half-a-dozen  of 

*  Thli  graceful  little  animal  has  been  described  with  much  picturesque  rlfour  by  th< 
poet  Montgomery  :  •• 

"  Light  as  a  flake  of  foam  upon  the  wind. 
Keel-upward  from  the  deep  emerged  a  shell, 
Shaped  like  the  moon  ere  half  her  horn  is  filled ; 
Fraught  with  young  life,  it  righted  as  it  rose. 
And  moved  at  will  along  the  yielding  water. 
The  native  pilot  of  this  little  bark 
Put  out  a  tier  of  oars  on  either  side, 
Spread  to  the  wafting  breeie  a  twofold  salU 
And  mounted  up  and  glided  down  the  billow 
In  happy  freedom,  pleased  to  feel  the  air. 
And  wander  in  the  luxury  of  light. 
With  all  the  dead  creation.  In  that  hour. 
To  me  appeared  this  lonely  Nautilus, 
My  fellow-belng,  like  myself,  alive. 
Entranced  In  contemplation,  vague  yet  sweet, 
I  watched  its  vagrant  course  and  rlppUng  wake, 
Till  I  forgot  the  sun  amidst  the  heavens. 

"  It  closed,  sunk,  dwindled  to  a  point,  then  nothing  ; 
While  the  last  bubble  crowned  the  dimpling  eddy. 
Through  which  mine  eyes  still  giddily  pursued  It, 
A  Joyous  creature  vaulted  through  the  air — 
The  aspiring  fish  that  fain  would  be  a  bird, 
On  long,  light  wings,  that  flung  a  diamond-shower 
Of  dew-drops  round  Its  evanescent  form, 
Spnmg  into  light,  and  instantly  descended." 

Th4  Pelican  UUMnd, 
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them ;  they  were  quickly  disemhowelled,  and  carefully  placed  in  a 
basket  to  serve  as  an  ornament  for  our  museum. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  reached  the  promontory,  behind 
which,  according  to  Frederick,  we  should  enter  Pearl  Bay.  This 
promontory,  in  addition  to  the  passage  tunnelled  in  its  flanks, 
presented,  as  a  mass,  an  imposing  and  extraordinary  appearance  of 
well-shaped  alcoves,  arches,  and  aspiring  pyramids ;  in  a  word,  it 
resembled  the  facade  of  one  of  those  old  Gothic  cathedrals  em- 
bellished by  the  capricious  fancy  of  mediaeval  artists,  with  the  sole 
difference  that  its  propoi-tions  were  colossal,  that  its  flooring  was 
not  of  marble  but  the  sea,  and  that  its  columns,  instead  of  rest- 
ing upon  the  earth,  had  their  bases  beneath  the  waves.  One  might 
have  said  it  was  a  temple  elevated  to  the  Eternal  in  the  midst  of 
immensity. 

We  passed  beneath  the  vault :  it  was  gloomy ;  for,  like  a 
Gothic  pane,  the  daylight  entered  it  only  at  rare  intervals,  through 
the  Assures  in  the  rock,  or  through  some  natural  windows  which 
had  been  opened  up  by  the  loosening  of  one  crag  from  another. 

We  rowed  several  times  around  this  curious  edifice,  but  met 
with  no  traces  of  living  beings.  The  bones  of  ocean-monsters 
were  scattered  here  and  there  at  the  foot  of  the  rocks,  and  proved 
that  they  had  at  one  time  served  as  a  retreat  for  some  of  those 
terrible  animals  with  which  we  had  not  hitherto  been  compelled  to 
measure  ourselves,  but  whose  teeth  and  extraordinary  size  led  us 
to  think  of  them  as  very  formidable  enemies. 

The  clash  of  our  oars  frightened  the  peaceful  salanganes,  which 
fluttered  about  bewildered  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the 
arched  corridor,  so  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  made  our  way 
through  the  winged  legions.  When  our  eyes  had  grown  accustomed 
to  the  semi-twilight  of  the  place,  it  was  with  no  little  pleasure  we 
discovered  that  every  hollow  and  niche  were  filled  with  nests. 

These,  similar  in  shape  to,  and  not  less  transparent  than,  small 
cups  of  porcelain,  were  garnished,  like  the  nests  of  other  birds, 
with  feathers  and  dried  moss,  and  exhaled  a  strong  perfume.  Our 
experiment  with  this  substance,  which,  when  boiled  and  seasoned 
with  salt  and  spice,  resembles  calf's-foot-  in  flavour,  had  proved  so 
successful,  that  we  could  not  neglect  the  opportunity  of  securing 
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nn  ample  supply  of  it :  moreover,  we  knen 
flic  nosiR  of  the  spft-BwnllowB  were  a  rerj 
purtuiit  nrlicte  of  commeree  in  China,  sn 
o  ncousWimal  nunwlves  to  the  hope  ol 
a  Biiip  onp  day  arrive  upon  our  a 
p'ilh  which  we  might  carry  on  ( 
bftrlor,  that  wn  cDiiiiidpreii  it  n  du 
colloct  as  many  as  wo  couW.  But 
wo  might  rconomJM  this  i 
wealth,  wo  were  carefnl  only  to  i 
those  nestii  which  had  neither  y 
nor  oRgs  in  thent. 

I'leilerick  and  Riidly  claral 

Le  cats  along  the  projei 

l«<lij:e.'i  of  the   rock,  i 

■Ernest    and    I    reci 

nil  they  collected, 

deponited  them 

bag;     it 


filled, 
with 
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lieightabove  the  watery  abyss, 
nnil  fearing  tliej  miglitbe  too 
fatigued,  I  bade  tbem  discon- 
tinue their  harvesting.  After    I 
recruiting  our  energies  with 
some  food,  we   prepared  to    ' 
cross  the  gloomy  defile.  Be- 
fore going  further,  however, 
I  wished  Ernest  and  Uudly 
to  finish  cleansing  a  quantity 
of  nests  which  they  had  de- 
tached  from  the   tower  part     1 
of  the  rocky  walls. 

"  In  truth,"  exclaimed 
Master  Ernest,  sudden ly^ — 
the  work  by  no  means  in- 
teresting his  professorship  f '^'. 
— "  when  I  retleot  a  little, 
I  can  scarcely  comprehend 
the  ilcgrec  of  faith  with 
which  we  accumulate  here 
this  dirty  prbvisioii,  to  sell 
it  to  a  ship'  which  per- 
haps will  never  touch  our 
coast.  Ten  years  have  al- 
ready passed — " 

"  Hope,  my  son,''  I  re- 
plied, "  ie  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  Heaven  has  bestowed 
upon  man  here  below ;  she 
is  the  daughter  of  Courage 
and  the  sister  of  Activity ; 
for  the  courageous  man  never  despairs,  and  the  hopeful  ever 
labours  to  attain  the  goal  of  his  desires.  The  philosophy  of  the 
slothful  may  whisper  that  the  success  of  our  cares  is  dubious; 
nevertheless,  let  us  always  maintain  a  cheerful  and  industrious 
spirit,  coufiding  in  the  goodness  of  our  heavenly  Father." 
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I  then  gave  the  order  for  departure. 

Frederick  had  assured  me  that  the  waters  we  had  entered  were 
navigable,  and  that  by  following  up  the  gloomy  tunnel  we  should 
arrive  more  safely  and  more  quickly  in  the  great  bay.  And,  in 
fact,  the  tide  having  risen,  we  were  borne  onward  with  great 
rapidity  to  the  other  extremity  of  the  cavern  without  finding  our- 
selves once  compelled  to  resort  to  our  oars ;  we  admired  at  our 
ease  the  magnificence  of  this  extraordinary  passage,  discovering 
grottoes  and  caverns,  both  on  the  right  and  left,  which  were  lost 
in  shadow,  and  extended,  perhaps,  to  a  vast  depth.  The  vault 
sometimcR  revealed  to  us  several  cupolas  lighted  from  above,  and 
long  ogives  enriched  by  a  thousand  festoons  of  stone  or  of  stalac- 
tites; sometimes  groat,  coved  ceilings,  enriched  with  coffers  and 
roses,  like  those  of  a  Greek  temple  ;  just  as  if,  after  several 
essays,  the  great  universal  Architect  had  there  laid  down  the 
foundations  of  his  sanctuaiy,  and  afterwards  abandoned  it. 

On  emerging  from  the  tunnel  we  found  ourselves,  as  Frederick 
had  prepared  us  to  expect,  in  a  bay  of  enchanting  beauty.  We 
dropped  anchor  for  some  time.  The  waves  were  so  still  and  clear 
that  we  could  see  the  fishes  moving  to  and  fro  at  a  great  depth. 
I  recognized  the  white  fish,  whose  shining  scales  supply  the 
material  of  which  false  pearls  are  made :  I  |K)inted  it  out  to  my 
sons ;  but  the  expression  "  false  pearls "  which  I  employed 
brought  on  an  interesting  discussion. 

My  children,  unaccustomed  to  the  conventional  value  imposed 
by  civilized  societies  on  certain  articles,  could  not  comprehend  why 
the  pearl  found  in  a  shell  should  be  more  esteemed  than  that  pro- 
duced by  a  fish,  when  the  lustre  and  beauty  of  the  latter  often 
equals  those  of  the  former. 

*'  It  is  less  the  object  in  itself,"  said  I,  "  which  men  pay  for, 
than  for  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it.  A  pearl  would  be  little 
prized  if  it  could  bo  procured  in  all  the  rivers  of  Europe;  its 
value  centres  in  its  origin." 

"Ah  yes,"  said  Ernest;  "that  is  what  we  call  pretium  afftc- 
tionis" 

We  laughed  a  little  at  the  professor  and  his  Latin,  and,  while 
conversing,  arrived  at  the  reef  where  Frederick  had  carried  on  his 
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abundant  fishery  of  pearl-oysters.  The  coast  presented  t^  very  pic- 
turesque appearance,  with  its  forests  stretching  far  away  to  the 
horizon,  lofty  mountains  soaring  above  the  clouds,  and  everywhere 
the  bloom  and  profusion  of  a  Tropical  vegetation.  A  majestic 
river  poured  its  waters  into  the  bay,  and  we  could  see  it  rolling  its 
silver  floods  from  afar  through  a  noble  ext^pt  of  verdant  pasturage. 
Everything  invited  us  to  disembark,  and  promised  a  place  of 
agreeable  repose.  We  sprang  gaily  upon  the  sand ;  our  dogs  fol- 
lowed us ;  but  Master  Knips,  more  timid,  could  not  make  up  his 
mind  to  cross  the  narrow  belt  of  water  between  him  and  the  earth. 

Twenty  times  he  reared  himself  ot\  his  hind  feet  in  the  act  of 
springing,  and  twenty  times  recoiled,  ai4  if  all  ocean  lay  before 
him ! 

At  last  we  took  pity  upon  him,  ^nd  drew  tight  the  mooring- 
rope  of  the  boat,  on  which  he  adventured  himself  with  much  grace 
and  lightness.  Thereupon  wo  all  made  off  to  the  river,  and 
quenched  our  thirst  at  leisure ;  Knips  and  the  dogs  did  more— 
they  took  a  thorough  bath,  according  to  the  salutary  habit  they 
had  contracted  every  time  they  c^mp  upon  a  suitable  current  of 
water. 

The  day  was  too  far  advanced  for  i^s  to  begin  our  oyster-fishery : 
we  supped  tranquilly  on  slices  of  ham,  roasted  potatoes,  and  cakes 
of  cassava ;  and  we  kindled  along  the  coast  a  line  of  fires,  to  bum 
all  night,  and  keep  at  a  distance  any  prowling  beast  of  prey. 
After  this,  leaving  our  dogs  ashore,  wo  withdrew  on  board  our 
shallop  :  Master  Knips  was  installed  at  the  mast-head  as  a  watch- 
man ;  we  stretched  the  sail  above  our  heads  for  a  tent,  and  en- 
veloped ourselves  in  our  bear-skins,  as  a  protection  against  the 
nocturnal  damps. 

Nothing  disturbed  our  sleep,  except  the  noisy  concert  with 
which  some  jackals  insisted  upon  regaling  us  for  about  an  hour  in 
the  evening,  and  to  which  Rudly's  pupil  replied  with  a  persistency 
that  almost  rent  our  ears. 

We  rose  with  the  sun,  and,  after  a  frugal  breakfast,  began  the 
labours  of  the  day  by  fishing  for  pearls ;  and  what  with  the  rakes, 
and  grapnels,  and  harpoons  we  had  prepared,  and  the  abundance 
of  the  spoil,  a  very  short  time  was  sufficient  to  provide  us  with  a 
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lapital  itttKk  uf  uyxturK.  We  could  easily  luve  augmented  it,  but 
our  cupidity  wati  tiatitifiBd ;  aud,  beaidcH,  we  wixhed  to  have  Eoaw- 
thing  more  thaQ  pcarU  to  offer  to  tlie  Europeaji  vessel  we  were 
always  expecting.  The  results  of  our  fishery  we  piled  up  tn  • 
great  lieap  on  tlie  bhore,  that  the  euu  might  open  the  predons 
KhelU  without  aflcoting  their  contents . 

During  the  day  wo  alighted  upon  a  vury  precioiu  saline  herb — 
the  herb  used  iu  the  maaufacture  ol'  soda.  I  cauued  my  tions  to 
collect  a  tolerable  quantity,  tor  my  chemical  knowledge,  imperfect 
ax  it  was,  suggested  to  nie  a  means  of  rendering  the  plant  usefdl 
in  the  manufacture  of  eoap,  au  well  as  for  other  purpo»e«i. 

Towards  evening,  the  coast  appeared  to  us  so  beautiful,  and  the 
vegetation  clothing  it  bo  rich  and  so  full  of  life,  that  we  found  it 
iniiioHsibIc  to  comjuer  our  desire  of  exploring  a  little  wood  which 
resounded  with  the  cries  of  turkeys  and  other  feathered  denizens. 
Each  of  us  took  one  of  our  faithful  comrades,  and  struck  out  a  [lath 
for  hitiijMilf.  Ernest,  nltended  by  Folb,  was  the  fin-t  to  enter  the 
wood ;  Kudly  quickly  followed ;  while  Frederick  and  I  stopped  to 
fill  our  game-bags  with  auiinunition. 

A  few  minutes  nftcrwards  we  heard  a  report,  and  the  voice  of 
Kudly  rose  in  a  doleful  shout,  followed  by  a  second  discharge. 
Freilorick  immediately  unhoodcd  his  eagle ;  I  loaded  my  gun  ;  and 
we  ran  in  the  direction  whence  the  sounds  proceeded — our  foot- 
steps quickened  by  shouts  of  "  Help !  help !  I  nm  dead.  Come 
hither  1     Come,  and  save  me !  " 

The  poor  hoy  e^caggerated  somewhat  both  the  danger  and  the 
position  in  which  he  found  himself :  ho  was  not  dead,  he  was  not 
even  wounded ;  but  he  iva.s  confronted  by  a  kind  of  wild  pig, 
armed  with  tusks  like  those  of  a  boar,  which  had  assailed  him  so 
rudely  that  at  first  he  gave  himself  up  for  lost.  And,  despite  his 
twenty  years,  Rudly  retained  much  of  the  poltroonery  aud  fan- 
faronade of  his  infancy. 

His  brothers  hastened  immediately  lo  his  aid ;  and  a  couple  of 
pistol-shots,  at  ten  paces,  delivered  the  unfortunate  adventurer 
I'rom  his  terrible  encniy.  We  did  not  spare  hiui  our  sarcasms  and 
pleasantries  in  return  for  the  groans  and  cries  with  which  he  had 
terrified  us. 
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Ilowevcr,  ai<  tlic  awful  (right  hi;  liutl  experienced  might  be 
attended  with  serious  consequenceti,  I  made  him  swallow  a  glassful 
of  Canary  wine,  and  after  having  bathed  the  contusions  on  his 
head  and  back  witli  the  same  liquid,  we  carried  him  to  the  shallop, 
laid  him  liowu  un  a  cotton  mattress,  and  soon  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  him  sound  asleep. 

"  Now,"  said  I  to  Ernest,  "  let  me  know  what  happened,  for  I 
do  not  yet  uuderstand  the  affair." 

"  I  had  made  my  way  into  the  wood,"  said  Ernest,  "  along  with 
Folb,  when  the  brave  dog,  scenting  the  game,  started  off  from  my 
side,  and  rushed  in  pursuit  uf  a  boar  which  went  growling  and 
grunting  through  the  copse,  and  stopped  not  until  he  came  to  its 
confines,  when  he  began  sharpening  his  tusks  against  the  trees  with 
a  frightful  noise. 

"  At  this  moment  Kudly  entered  the  wood ;  his  jackal,  which  had 
also  smelt  the  wild  pig,  rushed  upon  the  latter  in  a  fury,  while 
Folb  attacked  him  in  the  rear.  I  approached  the  scene  of  action 
by  slipping  from  tree  to  tree,  so  us  to  get  within  gun-shot  of  the 
beast.     The  jackal,  having  approached  too   near  his  enemy,  re- 


ceived a  furious  blow  of  the  foot,  which  sent  him  rolling  twenty 
yards  and  more.  Rudly  then  came  out  into  the  open,  and  fired  at 
the  boar,  but  missed  him  ;  the  fil^Kis  animal  immediately  turned 
on  his  new  assailant,  and  started  in  pursuit  of  Rudly,  who,  sei:eed 
with  a  panic  of  terror,  flew  with  all  the  swiftness  of  a  Hottentot. 
"  Undoubtedly,  in  a  few  moments  he  would  have  been  out  of 
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the  monntor's  reach,  if,  m  he  ran,  the  root  of  ■  treo  hkd  not 
trippod  him  up.  He  fell.  Immediately  I  fired,  but  with  no 
better  fortune  than  my  brother. 

"  The  boar  meanwhile  had  overtaken  Budly,  wbom  he  begnn  to 
trample  upon,  nnd  attack  with  big  great  head  and  snout.  Stp^j 
he  liad  no  time  to  c!o  him  any  serious  injury,  for  Brann  and  Jnno 
making  their  appearance,  Heised  the  ferocious  animal  by  either  ear, 
and  belli  him  bo  fiini,  that  notwithstanding  his  furioos  eSorta  be 
could  not  disengage  bimselF  from  their  teeth.  It  was  then  that 
Frederick's  noble  eagle,  like  the  genius  in  a  fairy  tale,  pounced 
down  on  the  foaming  and  raging  animal,  and  blinded  him  with 
repeated  thrunls  of  bi^  beak ;  while  Frederick,  advancing,  fired  ■ 
pistol  down  his  throat  and  slew  him.  The  boar,  in  expiring,  fell 
hack  upon  Rudly,  who  bad  not  been  able  to  raise  bimeelf ;  I 
accordingly  run  up,  and  assisted  in  dJKengaging  him  from  tbe  enor- 
mouR  maun ;  hu  rose,  an  you  know,  groaning  loudly ;  but  aa  aoon 
as  he  had  convincod  himself  that  ho  was  not  wounded,  I  left 
Frederick  to  load  him  up  to  you,  and  remained  by  the  dead  boar. 
It  was  with  Koino  surpriKC  I  found  Master  Knips  regaling  himself 
on  some  black -looking  tubers  he  bad  discovered  there.  I  picked 
up  a  few,  put  them  into  my  game  bag,  and  here  they  are." 

The  young  naturaliMt  tberoupon  banded  me  half-a-dozen  tubers, 
not  unlike  potatoes,  but  with 
a  very  pungent  odour  ;  I 
opened  and  tasted  one ;  it 
proved  to  he  »  most  delicious 
truffle ;  the  substance  was 
fragrant,  brittle,  and  delicate, 
and  streaked  with  white. 

"  It  would  seem,"  I  said  to 
my  son,  congratulating  him 
on  his  discovery,  "  that  tbe 
boar,  which  is  by  nature  very 
partial  to  truffles,  was  en- 
gaged in  dicing  np  some 
for  bis  supper,  and  that  he  broke  into  a  rage  because  distuibed 
in  this  operation.    At  all  events,  the  discovery  is  not  to   be 
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despised,  and  your  mother  will  be  specially  pleased  with  it,  because 
it  will  provide  her  with  a  new  means  of  seasoning  our  dishes, 
which  the  gourmands  of  Europe  would  envy." 

I  was  then  asked  for  some  details  in  reference  to  so  singalar  a 
production,  for  it  was  wholly  unlike  a  vegetable. 

"  Naturalists,"  I  replied,  "  agree  in  considering  the  truffle  to 
be  a  kind  of  mushroom ;  it  grows  without  roots  to  fix  it  to  the 
earth,  and  without  leaves  or  branches  to  reveal  its  presence  above 
ground.  In  fact,  it  would  never  be  found  if  it  did  not  betray  its 
hiding-place  by  the  perfume  it  exhales ;  a  perfume,  however, 
which  passes  undetected  by  our  feeble  senses,  and  compels  us,  in 
order  to  recognize  it,  to  invoke  the  assistance  of  animals  more 
favoured  in  tbe  olfactory  organs  than  we  are.  These  animals  are 
pigs  and  dogs ;  the  former  do  not  confine  themselves  to  discovering 
and  disinterring  the  truffles,  but  also  banquet  eagerly  upon  them. 
It  is  for  this  reason  an  iron  ring  is  inserted  in  the  snout,  prevent- 
ing them  from  devouring  the  dainties  they  unearth.  Dogs,  on  the 
contrary,  are  satisfied  with  indicating,  by  scratching  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  the  place  where  this  precious  tuber  lies  concealed." 

"  But,"  inquired  Ernest,  "  is  there  no  more  scientific  mode  of 
detecting  the  presence  of  truffles  in  the  soil  ?  " 

"A  tolerably  certain  sign  is  the  number  of  little  green  flies 
always  hovering  about  the  dry  turfy  sward  where  truffles  generally 
flourish.  These  flies  spring  from  the  worms  which  feed  upon  the 
truffles;  and  they,  in  their  turn,  deposit  their  eggs  upon  the  truffles; 
the  form  and  species  of  these  insects,  however,  I  am  unable  to 
describe  to  you. 

'^  Truffles  are  found  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  especially 
in  temperate  climates.  France  and  Piedmont  furnish,  it  is  said, 
a  prodigious  quantity,  whose  flesh  and  perfume  are  particularly 
admired  by  connoisseurs. 

"  The  truffle  is  roimd,  of  an  iiTcgular  form,  with  a  black  or  gray 
exterior  surface,  bristling  with  tuberculous  asperities ;  its  sub- 
stance, within,  is  a  firm,  compact  flesh,  traversed  by  numerous 
small  veins  of  brown  intermingled  with  quasi-white  threads ;  it  is 
ranked,  along  with  the  mushroom,  in  the  Cryptogams.  The  secret 
of  the  reproduction  of  truffles  was  long  unknown,  but  is  said  to 
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have  been  recently  discovered.  If  tliis  be  true,  and  every  gardener 
can  thenceforth  multiply  at  pleasure  the  tuber  whose  rarity  was  at 
least  one  half  of  its  merit,  it  is  all  over  with  the  truffle  and  its 
glory — the  halo  will  have  vanished  with  which  Enrope  has  invested 
the  heritage  of  fjourmandise  bequeathed  to  it  by  the  ancient 
Roman  empire." 

While  we  had  thus  discoursed  night  came  on,  and  we  had  to 
think  of  rest :  we  lighted  oiir  watch-fires,  took  a  alight  repast,  and 
retired  to  our  shallop.  We  could  have  wished  to  have  had  the 
dogs  at  our  side,  but  they  lingered  near  the  boar,  on  which  they 
had  made  an  ample  repast,  and  it  was  too  late  for  us  to  go  in  search 
of  them.  We  lay  down  under  our  sail,  which  served  as  a  tent,  and 
wore  soon  sleeping  as  peacefully  as  we  could  have  done  in  the 
grotto  of  Tent-Town. 

Our  first  care  at  daybreak  was  the  preparation  of  the  boar  which 
Rudly  had  discovered.  We  left  the  unfortunate  hunter  a  little 
affected  by  the  previous  day's  alarm,  and  accompanied  by  our  dogs, 
who  had  rejoined  us,  set  out  for  the  stricken  animal.  We  found 
an  enormous  mass  of  flesh,  whose  form,  partly  resembling  the 
buffalo  and  partly  the  boar,  realized  one  of  the  most  hideous  or- 
ganizations it  is  possible  to  imagine,  and  which  might  assuredly 
have  made  front  against  the  lion  himself.  The  head  especially  was 
of  a  tremendous  size 

While  we  were  examining  its  gigantic  proportions,  Frederick 
exclaimed,  "  Parbleu !  we  may  easily  supply  the  place  of  the  West- 
phalian  hams  which  are  no  more !  This  fellow  here  has  singularly 
well-developed  thighs  and  shoulders." 

*'  For  my  part,"  cried  Ernest,  "  I  hold  to  the  head;  it  is  an  object, 
as  poor  Rudly  very  justly  asserted,  fit  to  grace  our  museum.  But 
before  we  set  to  work  to  eulogize  all  the  various  parts  of  the 
animal,  it  will  be  as  well,  perhaps,  to  think  of  some  means  of 
transporting  them  on  board  our  boat." 

"  As  for  that,"  said  Frederick,  "  if  my  father  will  leave  it  to  me, 
the  job  will  neither  be  long  nor  difficult." 

"Willingly;  but  I  fear  that  the  flesh  of  this  old  African  is  no 
better  than  that  of  an  old  European  boar.  Consequently  my 
opinion  is,  that  instead  of  fatiguing  ourselves  with  dragging  about 


A  RARE  KIND  OF  COTTON.  627 

this  enormous  carcass,  of  which  our  dogs  have  already  eaten  a 
good  share,  we  shall  do  much  better  to  cut  it  up  here,  and  only 
carry  away  those  pieces  which  are  worth  the  trouble." 

My  sons  were  of  my  opinion,  and  we  immediately  set  to  work  to 
remove  the  boar's  head  and  legs.  A  few  branches  of  trees  made 
excellent  sledges,  which  we  drew  along  in  company  with  our  dogs, 
and  thus  we  all  regained  the  shore  with  an  abundant  provision. 
We  had  some  difficulty  in  making  our  dogs,  and  still  more  our 
jackal,  understand  that  they  were  to  confine  themselves  to  the  task 
of  dragging  the  burden  imposed  upon  them,  and  not  to  diminish  it 
by  a  too  near  approach  ;  but  an  active  surveillance,  added  to  some 
well-applied  strokes  of  a  switch,  enforced  our  warnings  in  a  suffi- 
ciently satisfactory  manner. 

While  we  were  engaged  in  loading  our  sledges  with  the  meat  we 
thought  worth  carrying  away,  chance  led  us  to  a  discovery  far 
more  precious  for  us  than  a  few  pounds  of  boar's  flesh.  On  the 
boughs  we  were  making  use  of,  Ernest  remarked  a  kind  of  nut;  he 
opened  one,  but  instead  of  a  kernel,  it  contained  a  fine  deep  yellow 
cotton,  which  I  recognized  as  the  veritable  substance  of  which 
nankeen  is  made. 

Nankeen  owes  its  name  to  a  province  in  China  which  grows 
this  kind  of  cotton  in  abundance,  and  its  well-known  colour  is 
native  to  it. 

We  collected  a  large  quantity  of  the  precious  nuts,  and  carefully 
dug  up  a  couple  of  young  trees  for  transplantation  to  Tent- Town. 

It  was  with  a  shudder  of  disgust  Rudly  received  the  head  of  his 
terrible  enemy,  but  at  first  he  seemed  delighted  at  the  idea  of  its 
figuring  in  our  museum ;  nevertheless,  on  a  remark  of  Ernest's  that 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prepare,  and  moreover  that  he  had 
always  heard  a  boar's  head  spoken  of  as  a  favourite  dish  with 
epicures,  we  all  resolved  that  instead  of  stuffing  it  we  would  have 
it  cooked  with  truffles,  after  the  Otaheitian  fashion  of  serving  up 
peccaries.  Consequently  my  two  sons,  Frederick  and  Ernest,  began 
to  dig  a  deep  trench;  while  I  imdertook  the  task  of  cleaning  the 
head  and  singeing  off  the  bristles,  as  well  as  of  preparing  the 
hams  which  it  was  our  object  to  smoke  before  carrying  them  home. 

These  operations  at  an  end,  we  placed  the  head,  well  stuffed  with 
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truffles,  and  seasoned  with  salt,  pepper,  and  nutm^,  in  the  trench, 
which  Ernest  had  decked  with  foliage ;  we  coTered  it  with  ashes, 

earth,  and  red-hot  stones. 

While  waiting  until  our  supper  was  ready,  we  disposed  oor 
hams  on  one  side  of  the  fire,  fastened  all  four  to  a  stout  branch, 
and  placed  the  latter  across  two  forked  wooden  props  fixed  firmlj 
in  the  ground.  In  these  various  occupations  the  day  was  soon 
spent ;  evening  approached,  and  we  were  preparing  to  disinter  car 
boar's  head,  whose  delicious  odour  was  titillating  our  olfactory 
organs,  when  suddenly  a  loud  deep  roar  resounded  through  the 
glades  of  the  neighbouring  wood. 

It  was  the  first  time  we  had  heard  the  sounds  of  so  formidable  a 
voice;  the  rocks  repeated  them,  like  the  reverberations  of  a  thunder- 
peal, and  we  were  unable  to  struggle  against  a  feeling  of  indescrib- 
able terror.  On  their  side,  our  dogs  and  the  jackal  gave  utterance 
to  prolonged  howls. 

"  What  a  diabolical  concert !  "  exclaimed  Frederick,  seizing  his 
gun ;  "  it  surely  indicates  some  coming  danger.  Light  up  the 
fires,"  said  he,  while  his  trained  hunter's  eye  endeavoured  to  pierce 
the  depths  of  the  forest,  "  and  retire  to  the  shallop ;  while  I,  in 
my  cajack,  paddle  up  the  river,  and  gain  some  idea,  if  I  can,  of  the 
nature  of  the  peril  which  threatens  us." 

As  the  plan  seemed  a  good  one,  I  adopted  it.  We  rose  imme 
diately,  Hung  upon  the  fire  all  the  wood  we  conld  lay  hands  upon, 
and  without  losing  a  moment's  time,  regained  our  shallop.  Frede- 
rick sprang  into  his  canoe,  and  plying  his  paddles  vigorously,  soon 
disappeared  in  the  darkness  which  was  spreading  over  the  scene. 

Meanwhile,  there  was  no  cessation  of  the  terrible  sounds,  which, 
indeed,  seemed  to  draw  nearer  and  nearer.  Our  dogs  had  returned 
to  the  fire  :  with  unquiet  restless  glances  they  turned  towards  the 
wood,  occasionally  howling  loudly,  and  sometimes  venting  half- 
choked  wailings.  Master  Knips  was  more  frightened  than  they 
were ;  his  mortal  apprehension  was  really  painful  to  see.  As  for 
myself,  I  awaited  the  issue  with  tolerable  calmness,  convinced  that 
within  a  few  gunshots  of  us  prowled  sqme  panthers  or  leopards, 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  the  remains  of  the  wild  boar  which  we  had 
left  in  the  wood. 
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We  were  not  long  left  iii  «  state  of  doubt,  for  the  light  of  our 
fires  revealed  to  us  in  the  obscurity  the  outlines  of  a  terrible 
animal.  Yea,  it  was  a  lion  I  and  a  Hod  incomparably  strongei 
than  any  one  of  those  I  had  seen  in  Europe  in  the  menageries  oi 

iioologieal  gardens. 


With  two  or  three  tremendous  bounds,  he  crossed  the  space 
which  intervened  between  the  forest  and  the  shore ;  then  he  paused, 
motionless  and  majcEtical ;  next,  as  if  seized  with  a  sudden  access 
of  rage,  he  began  to  lash  his  flanks  with  his  tail,  and  recommenced 
hiM  roaring  with  new  vigour ;  on  our  hams  he  caxt  hix  covetous  and 
furious  glances,  as  well  tm  on  our  dogs,  who  prudently  held  them- 
selves intrenched  in  the  rear  of  the  blazing  fire ;  the  glare  and 
crackle  of  the  flames  prevented  him  from  approaching,  and  now  he 
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beat  the  earth  with  his  heavy  pawR,  now  bounded  to  and  fro,  as  if 
he  would  fain  have  flung  himself  upon  us. 

This  terrible  ])antominie  lasted  for  a  few  minutes ;  occasionallj 
he  ran  towards  the  brook,  and  cooled  in  its  waters  his  burning 
jaws,  returning  each  time  with  increased  force,  and  as  if  meditating 
an  abrupt  and  sudden  attack.  It  was  with  mortal  anguish  I  re- 
marked that  he  narrowed  more  and  more  the  semicircles  which  he 
executed  in  this  manoeuvre;  but  at  length  he  suddenly  stretched 
hiuisclf  on  the  ground,  with  his  head  resting  on  his  fore-paws,  and 
fixed  upon  us  his  burning  and  horrible  glances,  as  if  he  had  divined 
that  we  were  his  ancestral  enemies.  Half-dead  with  fear  and 
despair,  I  raised  my  gun  to  hazard  a  shot,  but  before  I  could  take 
aim  a  report  was  heard — the  animal  made  one  prodigious  leap, 
heaved  a  frightful  groan,  and  fell  back  upon  the  ground,  %vhere  he 
lay  immovable. 

"  It  is  Frederick,"  murmured  my  poor  Ernest,  pale  as  death ; 
"  0  Heaven,  protect  my  brother !  " 

*'  Yes,  it  is  he,"  I  cried  ;  *'  it  is  our  gallant  Frederick ;  and  he  has 
saved  us  from  a  frightful  danger.  But  we  must  hasten  to  his 
assistance." 

Two  strokes  of  our  oars  carried  us  to  the  beach  ;  but  our  dogs, 
on  seeing  us,  inspired  by  a  wonderful  instinct,  howled  with  all 
their  might,  turning  in  the  direction  of  the  forest.  I  did  not  dis- 
regard tlie  warning ;  we  cast  some  more  wood  upon  the  fire,  and 
then  returned  to  our  asylum.  It  was  time.  Scarcely  had  we 
gained  our  boat  before  a  second  enemy  debouched  from  the  forest ; 
loss  formidable  in  appearance  than  the  first,  but  uttering  equally 
terrible  roars.  This  time  our  adversary  proved  to  be  a  lioness,  and 
probably  the  mate  of  the  superb  animal  which  Frederick  had  just 
brought  to  the  ground.  We  rejoiced  that  the  two  had  not  made 
their  appearance  together,  for  in  that  case  we  might  not  have  suc- 
cessfully rei)ulsed  a  double  attack. 

The  lioness  marched  straight  to  the  carcass  of  her  mate ;  she 
scented  it  all  around,  dipped  her  broad  tongue  into  the  blood  flow- 
ing from  his  wound,  and  when  convinced  that  he  was  dead, 
appeared  seized  with  a  fresh  paroxysm  of  wrath  ;  her  roars  became 
more  terrible,  and  from  the  manifestations  of  her  rage,  it    was 
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evident  she  longed  to  avenge  her  comrade's  deatli.  She  lashed  her 
sideo  with  her  tail,  opened  her  jaws  to  all  their  enormoua  eitent, 
as  if  she  would  whet  her  teeth  for  the  encounter. 

But  our  hunter  was  on  the  spot ;  and  a  second  shot,  less  fortunate 
than  hia  first,  though  very  skilfully  aimed,  hit  her  in  the  shoulder, 
shattering  the  bone.  The  wounded  beast  rolled  on  the  sand  with 
ever-inereasing  fury,  while  our  dogs,  which  seemed  to  have  awaited 
this  favourable  moment,  pounced  upon  her,  all  three  simultaneously. 
It  was  a  repetition  of  the  battle  of  the  bears  in  the  savannah.  The 
obscurity  of  the  night,  the  formidable  roar  of  the  lioness,  the 
bowlings  of  our  dogs  eager  for  their  prey — all  made  upon  me  such 
an  impreesion,  that  for  a  moment  I  remained  paralyzed.  Mean- 
while BrsuD  and  Folb  had  fastened  on  the  animal's  sides,  and  brava 
Juno  oa  her  throat.  One  more  shot  would  have  sufBced  to  ter- 
minate the  combat,  but  I  durst  not  attempt  it  for  fear  of  wounding^ 
them.  I  leaped  ashore,  and  advancing  straight  to  the  animal, 
which  our  d<^s  pinned  to  the  ground,  I  stabbed  her  to  the  heart 
with  my  long  hunting-knife.  She  fell  almost  immediately,  covered 
with  blood.  But  this  second  victory  cost  us  dear  :  our  poor  Juno, 
torn  by  the  lioness's  claws,  expired  almost  §(  the  same  moment  as 
the  lioness. 

Frederick,  who  had  been  actuated  by  the  same  motive  as  myself, 
now  came  up,  armed,  like  me,  with  hie  hunting-knife.  Together 
we  returned  to  Ernest  and  Rndty,  whom  we  found  in  tears,  and 
who  flung  themselves  into  our  arms  with  much  emotion.     The 
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danger  wo  had  incurred  had  caused  them  fearful  anguish,  and  ther 
sought  to  convince  theniHelvcs  by  repeated  embraces  that  we  were 
really  safe  and  sound. 

Lighting  our  torches,  wo  directed  our  stepB  towards  the  field  of 
battle,  where  wo  found  poor  Juno  with  her  teeth  still  convulsively 
clinging  to  the  lioness's  throat.  As  for  the  royal  couple,  they  lay 
majestically  prone  upon  the  sand,  but  we  could  scarcely  repress  a 
sentiment  of  horror  as  we  gazed  on  the  two  enormous  beasts,  though 
depriveil  of  all  power  of  doing  hann. 

^^  WHiat  a  frightful  throat  1 "  said  Ernest,  lifting  up  the  lioness's 
head  ;  '^  a  man  might  pass  down  it  all  alive  1 " 

"And  these  claws!*'  cried  Budly;  "  what  gashes  they  might 
mak'e  in  one's  flesh  ! " 

"  Yes,  my  friends,"  I  replied,  in  my  turn,  "  let  us  thank  Gtod  in 
the  presence  uf  the  danger  from  which  Ho  has  saved  us ;  let  us 
thank  Ilim  for  having,  in  His  wisdom,  bestowed  upon  man  the  skill 
and  energy  to  triumph  over  the  violence  of  such  enemies." 

"  Poor  Juno  1"  said  Frederick,  releasing  the  carcass  of  our  old 
companion  from  that  of  the  lioness.  "  She  has  done  for  us  to-day 
the  same  good  deed  that  our  old  donkey  did  for  us  with  the  boa. 
Come,  Dr.  Ernest,  here  is  another  subject  for  an  epitaph,  and  I 
hope  your  muse  will  not  fail  you." 

"  Ah,  my  muse  is  suffering  still  from  the  fright  which  I  have 
experienced,  and  her  blood  is  so  frozen  in  her  veins,  that  she  could 
scarcely  achieve  a  couple  of  rhymes." 

"  Never  mind ;  go  and  dream,  while  wo  dig  the  last  resting- 
place  of  our  poor  dog,  and  try  to  stir  up  your  brain  sufficiently  to 
furnish  us  with  an  epitaph  when  wo  shall  procure  a  stone  for  her 
monument." 

Juno  obtained  the  honour  of  a  burial  by  torchlight.  We  dog 
for  her  a  gi-ave  of  several  feet  in  depth ;  sorrowfully  laid  her  at 
the  bottom ;  and  over  her  mound  raised  a  smooth  and  rudely- 
polished  stone.  Ernest  adorned  it  with  the  subjoined  inscription, 
which  he  read  aloud  to  us  in  a  tone  of  the  deepest  pathos. 

"  I  would  fain  have  come  out  as  a  poet,"  said  he,  "  but  rhjrmes 
have  failed  me ;  I  have  been  much  too  terrified  to-night ;  and  Juno 
must  bo  contented  with  an  epitaph  in  prose." 
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Juno's  Epitaph, 


JUNO, 


A  DOO  OF  IMMORTAL  &XNOWN  FOR  CX>URAOK  AND   DEVOTBDNK8H. 

8HK  PBIMSHBI)  DEVKATH  THE  CLAWH  OF  A 

FORMIDABLE  LIONESS, 

BUT  IN  THE  MOMENT  OF  VICTORY  OYER  HER  TERRIBLE 

OPPONENT. 


"  Capital!  capital!"  cried  Frederick;  "  it  must  be  owned  you 
have  an  admirable  talent  for  writing  epitaphs,  whether  in  prose  or 


verse." 


Rudly,  who  had  no  greater  respect  for  poetry  than  for  prose, 
here  remarked  that  the  night  would  be  soon  at  an  end ;  from  which 
fact  he  inferred  that  we  had  protracted  our  watch  to  an  unusual 
extent,  and  must  necessarily  feel  unusually  hungry. 

"  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,"  he  said,  "  I  know  I  could  not  sleep, 
a  wink ;  my  ears  still  ring  with  the  horrible  music  of  those  vil- 
lanous  animals,  and  I  can  think  of  no  occupation  more  agreeable, 
while  waiting  for  daybreak,  than  a  good  repast.  Moreover,  our 
roast  d  la  Tahiti  must  have  been  done  twenty  times  over ;  I  vote 
we  go  and  examine  it." 

Rudly's  proposal  met  with  general  favour,  and  while  I  occupied 
myself  in  dressing  the  wounds  of  Folb  and  Braun,  my  sons  re- 
moved the  roasted  boar's  head  from  the  triple  envelope  of  ashes, 
charcoal,  and  earth  which  encased  it.  Instead,  however,  of  the 
succulent  dish  they  had  promised  themselves,  they  found  at  first 
nothing  but  a  mass  of  flesh  and  bones  reduced  almost  to  a  cinder. 
They  were  about  to  throw  it  away  in  disgust,  when  I  checkeii 
them,  remarking  that  it  was  not  always  wise  to  trust  to  appear- 
ances. Removing  from  the  head  its  scorched  and  carbonized  skin, 
we  found  underneath  a  delicious  viand,  for  the  truiHcs  had  satu- 
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rated  it  with  a  perfume  wliich  every  epicure  knows  how  to  appre- 
ciate when  it  greets  his  nostrils. 

Having  satisfied  our  ap|)etit«8,  we  retired  to  the  peria^ua  and 
prepared  to  enjoy  a  few  hours*  repose,  which  the  troubles  of  the 
night  had  rendered  very  desirahle  for  all  of  us. 

At  sunrise  we  set  to  work  to  strip  the  two  lions  of  their  magni- 
ficent skins ;  a  task  in  which  we  found  our  pneumatic  machine  (as 
a  measure  of  precaution  we  always  carried  it  about  with  us  in  our 
expeditions)  of  great  utility.  The  lion's  skin  was  indescribably  rich 
and  splendid.  It  was  wonderfully  soft  and  smooth,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  nianc,  whose  long  and  abundant  hair  stretched  from  the 
forehead  to  the  shoulders. 

Puring  the  operation  wo  conversed  with  one  another  on  the 
natural  history  of  the  lion ;  and  I  endeavoured  to  combat  some  of 
the  prejudices  my  sons  entertained  in  reference  to  this  animal. 

"  Of  all  the  animal  world,"  I  said  to  them,  "  few  of  its  members 
are  better  known  than  the  lion,  and  there  arc  few  resi>ecting  whom 
more  ridiculous  fables  have  been  asserted  and  accredited.  He  has 
been  christened  the  King  of  Animals ;  he  has  been  endowed  with 
a  thousand  noble  qualities  founded  on  his  supposed  magnanimity 
and  clemency.  This  is  all  erroneous.  The  lion  is  neither  clement 
nor  magnanimous,  but  simply  a  ferocious  animal,  which  flings 
himself  on  his  prey  and  devours  it,  like  the  tiger  and  the  panther ; 
only,  when  his  appetite  is  satisfied,  he  is  less  greedy — a  merit 
which  he  shares  with  a  good  many  other  animals ! 

"  This  erroneous  partiality  towards  the  lion  dates  from  the 
remotest  antiquity.  From  time  immemorial  he  has  been  the 
emblem  of  nobility  and  courage ;  and  modem  naturalists,  as  well  as 
ancient,  have  adjudged  to  him  the  sceptre  of  the  animal  kingdom. 
"  *  The  lion,'  says  Buffon,  *  has  an  imposing  countenance,  a  stead- 
fast look,  a  haughty  gait,  a  terrific  voice.  His  size  is  not  exces- 
sive, like  that  of  the  elephant  and  rhinoceros;  his  form  is  not 
unwieldy,  like  that  of  the  hippopotamus  or  bull ;  nor  too  compact, 
like  that  of  the  hyaena  and  the  bear ;  nor  too  elongated  and  de- 
formed by  protuberances,  like  the  camel's :  but  is,  on  the  contrary, 
BO  Avell  proportioned  and  admirably  adjusted  that  the  lion's  body 
appears  a  model  of  strength  and  agility  ;  as  robust  as  it  is  nervous. 


THE  KING  OF  ANIMALS  DETHRONED.  636 

not  overloaded  with  flesh  or  fat,  and  containing  nothing  super- 
fluous, it  is  all  nerve  and  muscle. 

"  *  This  great  muscular  force  is  seen  in  the  prodigious  leaps  and 
bounds  the  lion  so  easily  accomplishes ;  in  the  abrupt  oscillations 
of  his  tail,  which  is  strong  enough  to  overthrow  a  man ;  in  the 
facility  with  which  he  moves  the  skin  of  his  face,  and  especially 
that  of  his  forehead ;  and,  finally,  in  the  power  he  possesses  of 
lifting  up  his  mane,  which  not  only  bristles,  but  moves  and 
agitates  in  every  direction  when  he  is  enraged.* 

"  Undoubtedly  there  is  truth  and  fidelity  in  this  picture;  but 
a  wide  gulf  intervenes  between  the  movements  of  the  lion's  skin 
on  his  forehead  and  his  so  much  vaunted  magnanimity;  and  I 
confess  myself  unable  to  account  for  the  eulogiums  which  have 
been  lavished  on  this  fortunate  quadruped :  you  have  just  heard 
his  roar,  and  liave  been  witnesses  of  his  fury,  which  is  not  less 
terrible  than  that  of  the  tiger." 

"  Oh,  my  father,"  replied  Ernest,  smiling,  "  it  is  evidently  a 
favourite  design  of  yours  to  depose  this  poor  kingly  lion  from  the 
throne  he  has  occupied  for  so  many  centuries.  I  take  his  part, 
and  especially  do  I  take  it  in  recollection  of  our  recent  victory ; 
for  it  will  be  much  more  glorious  if  we  can  one  day  say,  *  We  have 
conquered  the  lion ;  we  have  stretched  at  our  feet  the  king  of 
quadrupeds,'  than  humbly  to  relate  that  we  have  slain  a  tawny- 
coloured  beast ! " 

Frederick  thanked  Ernest  for  the  care  which  he  took  of  our 
renown,  and  our  converaation  ended  simultaneously  with  our  pro- 
cess of  preparing  the  lion's  skin.  Rudly  thought  that  it  would 
make  a  superb  mantle  like  that  of  Hercules  after  his  victory  in 
the  forest  of  Nema?a ;  but  we  put  off  to  a  more  convenient  oppor- 
tunity our  decision  on  the  use  we  should  make  of  our  two  precious 
acquisitions. 


■•£>. 
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r  this  time  the  bdii'h  beat  had  converted 
the  pearl-ayaten,  whieh  had  lain  piled 
up  on  the  shore  for  ten  whole  dayi, 
into  a  hotbed  of  oonnption,  and  the 
infectious  odonr  thef  exhaled  decided 
UB  to  return  without  further  delay  to 
Tent-Town.  Onr  arrangement ■  did 
not  occupf  U8  long,  and  we  set  aail  in 
the  morning. 

lludly  ilid  not  core  about  resuniii^  his  place  in  Frederick'* 
cajack ;  he  pretended  that  the  paddle  exerciBe  was  too  fatiguing 
for  him,  and  seated  himself  beside  roe  in  tbe  periagua,  where  the 
sail  and  mechanical  oara  rendered  the  work  far  less  laborions. 

Frederick  set  out  before  us,  as  if  to  act  as  pilot;  but  after 
traversing  the  arched  tunnel,  and  conducting  us  through  the  maie 
of  roL'ka  and  reefs  where  otherwise  the  pinnace  might  have  been 
wrecked,  he  returnctl,  and  presented  mc  on  the  end  of  his  paddle 
a  letter  which  he  had  not  been  able,  he  nsid,  to  deliver  sooner, 
because  we  were  asleep  when  the  post  came  in. 

I  willingly  played  my  part  in  the  little  comedy  my  son  was 
bent  upon  enacting,  and  gravely  tahing  the  despatch  whidi  he 
handed  to  roe,  I  withdrew  under  the  tent  erected  on  board  our 
shallop  to  rend  it  attentively. 

I  had  not  expected  the  contents  oi  the  letter,  and  was  exceed' 
ingly  surprised  to  find  that  Frederick,  far  from  having  forgotten 
the  adventure  of  the  albatross  and  the  smoking  rock,  informed  me 
in  his  message  that  he  was  going  to  quit  us,  and  hasten  in  search 
of  the  poor  castaway,  whom  he  longed  to  restore  to  the  Eociety  of 
Iiis  kind. 

A  tliouNand  objections  to  his  romantic  project  arose  in  my  mind, 
but  when  I  reappeared  on  the  deck  of  the  pinnace  it  was  too  late ; 
and  Frederick  was  paddling  awny  with  a  rapidity  whicli  scarcely 
permitted  mo  to  waft  him  a  word  of  farewell.  '■  Ketum quickly  I" 
T  cried;  "be  prudent  I"  But  these  last  recommendationtt  were 
thrown  to  Ihc  winds;  and  cajack  and  navigator  wore  soon  liwi 
to  sight. 

The  promontory,  in  whoso  lofty  shadow  this  incident  occurred, 
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we  named  Cape  Farewell,  Ardent  were  the  prayers  we  offered 
up  for  the  safe  return  of  our  young  adventurer,  and  I  urged  my 
rowers  to  redouble  their  efforts  that  we  might  get  back  to  Tent- 
Town.  I  knew  that  my  good  Elizabeth  would  be  growing  very 
anxious  at  our  protracted  absence. 

We  reached  home  without  accident.  The  different  treasures 
with  which  we  were  loaded  were  well  received ;  the  truffles,  the 
lion-skins,  the  pearls,  the  nankeen,  became  the  subjects  of  a  thou- 
Hand  inquiries;  but  they  did  not  render  my  wife  forgetful  ot 
Frederick's  absence,  and  she  declared  she  would  gladly  have  given 
all  our  cargo  of  pearls  and  truffles  to  have  seen  her  son  return 
with  us.  I  consoled  her  by  speaking  of  Frederick's  skill  and 
ability ;  but  still  my  arguments  could  not  wholly  stifle  the  solici- 
tude of  a  mother,  so  skilful  in  foreseeing  danger  and  calculating 
every  hazard. 

As  yet  I  had  not  spoken  to  my  wife  of  our  young  man's  pro- 
jects, that  I  might  not  inspire  her  with  hopes  which,  for  aught  I 
knew,  were  doomed  to  disappointment ;  but  under  these  new  con- 
ditions, I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  acquaint  her  with  the  real  cause 
of  his  absence.  I  was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  impression  my  nar- 
rative would  produce ;  for  no  sooner  did  my  excellent  wife  under- 
stand that  Frederick's  expedition  was  not  dictated  by  a  mere  love 
of  adventure,  but  from  the  desire  to  do  a  good  and  noble  deed,  she 
grew  calm,  and  offered  up  her  prayers  for  the  success  of  her  son's 
enterprise. 

I  had  undertaken  the  task  of  preparing  the  lions'  skins,  and  with 
this  object  had  transported  them  to  our  tannery  in  Whale  Island. 
We  had  also  to  cleanse,  wash,  and  arrange  the  provisions  we  had 
brought  home,  and  to  bestow  upon  them  the  care  necessary  for 
their  preservation. 

In  these  different  occupations  five  days  rolled  by ;  all  this  time 
we  had  no  news  of  Frederick,  and  his  mother  began  to  grow 
uneasy.  I  proposed  to  launch  the  pinnace  and  undertake  a  new 
voyage  to  Pearl  Bay — a  proposition  which,  as  my  Elizabeth  knew 
it  was  made  entirely  on  my  son's  account,  she  heartily  approved. 
We  thought  he  would  return  in  this  direction,  and  that  by  making 
for  the  bay  we  should  probablv  meet  him. 
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WitLout  losing  any  time  we  equipped  the  pinnace,  and  on  the 
following  day  set  sail  at  early  dawn. 

The  wind  was  favourable ;  the  sea  calm ;  and  we  soon  gained 
the  latitude  of  the  bay ;  but  just  as  we  were  on  the  point  of  enter- 
ing it,  nn  unseen  object  almost  capsized  us.     The  shallop  Rtmck 
against  a  black  floating  mass,  and  was  raised  half  way  out  of  the 
water  by  the  shock.     My  wife  and  sons  uttered  a  cry  of  alarm,  hut 
the  boat  soon  recovered  her  equilibrium.     We  then  discovered  that 
the  obstacle  which  had  so  nearly  upset  us  was  a  marine  monster  of 
the  family  of  '^  Blowers,"  and  almost  immediately  it  propelled  into 
tlie  air  two  columns  of  water  mixed  with  blood.     I  immediately 
fired  off  the  guns  mounted  in  our  pinnace,  and  a  discharge  of  our 
artillery  did  not  leave  the  monster  time  to  overthrow  us ;  which 
would  infallibly  have  been  the  case  if  our  first  collision  had  not 
stunned,  and  probably  wounded  him  grievously.     We  were  pleased 
to  see  that  the  waves  carried  his  huge  floating  bulk  upon  a  sand- 
bunk,  situated  a  short  distance  from  the  shore.     The  sea  thus  flung 
into  our  hands  the  prey  we  had  conquered.     It  was  of  enormous 
size — a  cachalot,  or  sperm  whale,  at  least  forty  feet  in  length.     To 
see  it  stretched  upon  the  sand,  you  would  have  taken  it  to  be  the 
wreck  of  a  goodly  vessel. 

Next  to  the  common  whale,  none  of  the  Cetacea  are  more 
remarkable  for  their  great  stature  than  the  cachalots,  which  even 
dispute  the  sovereignty  of  the  waves  with  leviathan. 

The  cachftJotSj  moreover,  are  more  courageous,  and  better  armed 
than  the  whales.  They  congregate  in  numerous  herds,  frequent 
nearly  every  sea,  pursue  their  prey  into  almost  all  parts  of  ocean, 
commit  fell  havoc  among  the  shoals  of  fishes,  and  even  attack 
the  whales  with  fury. 

The  bottle-headed  cachalots  sometimes  measure  as  many  as 
seventy  or  eighty  feet  in  length;  they  are  agile  and  full  of  com'age; 
whales,  on  the  contrary,  are  timid,  never  voyage  in  company,  and 
rarely  issue  from  their  accustomed  retreats. 

The  cachalots  are  vagabonds ;  are  found  under  the  equator  as 
well  as  among  the  icebergs  of  the  pole ;  gather  into  caravans  for 
the  purpose  of  traversing  the  main,  and  there  is  no  space  of  ocean 
which  does  not  contribute  something  towards  their  nourishment. 
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There  are  seven  species  oi  cachalots.  One  of  the  principal  dia- 
tinctive  characters  of  this  creature  is,  the  enormous  teeth  aet  in  the 
lower  jaw,  while  the  upper  has  only  three.  It  has  an  obtuHe  snout, 
which  is  of  excessive  sisip  in  proportion  to  its  body.     Its  head  alone 
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forms  nearly  a  moiety  of  its  entire  bulk.  Itx  tongue  is  small;  but 
its  throat  so  large,  that  it  admits  of  the  passage  not  only  of  fish, 
but  even  of  an  ox,  and  in  the  belly  of  a  cachalot  has  been  found,  it 
ia  said,  a  shark  more  than  fifteen  feet  in  length ! 

The  cachalot  yields  lesa  oil  than  the  whale,  but  this  difference 
is  largely  compensated  by  the  ajiennaceti  of  the  former.  We  believe 
this  animal  also  furnishes  the  highly-prized  perfume  known  as 
ambergris,  but  its  true  origin  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt. 

By  the  spermaceti  of  the  cachalot  is  meant  a  shining  and 
semi-transparent  substance,  composed  of  very  light  and  long 
flakes,  soft  anil  oily  to  the  touch,  inflammable,  and  soluble  in  oil. 
When  fresh,  this  substance  is  inodorous,  and  has  an  agreeable 
though    oleaginous  taste.      It  is  maile  use  of  in  medicine,  and 
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candles  also  are  manufactured  of  it,  which  in  whiteness  equal  the 
purest  wax. 

While  we  thus  discoursed  upon  the  cachalot,  and  calmly  calcu- 
lated the  value  of  the  new  spoil  which  chance  had  thrown  into  our 
hands,  Ernest  frightened  us  with  a  sudden  shout. 

"  A  man ! "  cried  he ;  "a  savage  ! " 

And  he  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  distance  a  kind  of  canoe  g^liding 
over  the  surface  of  the  waves. 

The  person  conducting  it  seemed  to  have  caught  sight  of  us,  for 
he  advanced  in  our  direction  ;  then  suddenly  disappeared  behind  a 
point  of  rock,  as  if  to  inform  his  fellows  of  the  discovery  he  had 
made. 

I  leave  the  reader  to  imagine  what  terrors  filled  our  minds. 

After  much  anxious  discussion,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  would  fortify  ourselves  in  our  pinnace,  and  therein  confront 
our  enemy.  We  prepared  our  arms,  and  raised  a  kind  of  rampart 
with  some  stems  of  maize  we  carried  with  us,  so  as  to  form  a 
tolerable  shelter  against  arrows,  for  we  never  douhted  but  that 
ahead  of  us  lay  a  body  of  savages  disposed  to  give  us  no  very 
friendly  welcome. 

We  got  ready  our  cannon,  loaded  our  guns  and  pistols,  placed 
close  at  hand  our  boarding- axes,  and  held  ourselves  prepared  behind 
our  bulwarks  to  give  our  assailants  a  warm  reception. 

Meanwhile  the  savage  continued  his  pantomime.  We  dared  not 
advance,  and  he  himself  seemed  inspired  by  a  feeling  of  appre- 
hension. 

*'  We  nmst  put  an  end  to  this  comedy,"  cried  Ernest ;  "  let  us 
hail  him  through  our  speaking-trumpet ;  our  savage  will,  per- 
haps, be  acquainted  with  a  few  words  out  of  the  five  or  six  lan- 
guages we  have  at  our  disposal." 

Emest's  advice  seemed  to  me  very  reasonable,  and  seizing  the 
long  hollow  reed  which  served  us  as  a  speaking-trumpet,  I  ahouted 
with  all  tlie  strength  of  my  lungs  a  few  words  in  Malay.  Evi- 
dently the  Malay  was  not  the  native  tongue  of  our  savage,  for  he 
remained  motionless,  as  if  ho  understood  not  a  word  of  what  I  had 
said. 
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"  Inateai]  of  Malay,"  cried  RuiIIy,  "  let  us  speak  to  the  stranger 
in  English." 

So  saying,  he  took  the  reed,  and  with  his  clear  and  poweTful 
voice,  gave  utterance  to  two  or  three  of  the  familiar  but  not  over- 
polighed  words  known  to  everybody  who  lias  spent  a  few  days  on 
board  an  English  veescl. 

I  checked  him  immediotcly;  yet  be  was  more  huccessful  tliau  I, 
for  the  savage  now  paddled  vigorously  toward):  us,  holding  in  his 
band  a  green  branch  as  an  emblem  of  peace.  Rudly  laughed  like 
a  modman  at  the  success  of  his  stratagem ;  but  what  was  better 


still,  03  the  canoe  drew  nejirer  he  recognized  in  its  pilot  Frederick 
himself  I 

"  Hal  ha!  "shouted  he;  "what  a  capital  farce!  It  is  Frederick  ! 
it  is  Frederick  !  Don't  you  know  his  cajack,  and  the  walrnshead 
at  its  prow?     Tt  is  Frederick,  but  he  has  dis^piised  himself  as  a 


By  this  time  we  Iiad  all  recognized  the  well-known  features  of 
our  adventurer,  though  he  was  naked  to  the  waist,  and  his  face 
and  all  his  body  were  tattooed  in  white  and  black  after  the  Carib 
fashion.  We  received  him  with  open  arms,  and  his  mother  could 
not  repress  the  tears  of  joy  and  happiness  which  poured  down  her 
cheeks. 

As  soon  as  Frederick  was  able  to  extricate  himself  from  our 
embraces,  he  was  overwhelmed  with  questions — the  hest  means  of 
obtaining  no  direct  reply. 

41 
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But  wlien  the  first  transports  of  our  entlmsiasm  had  subsided,  I 
requested  my  son  to  answer  me  in  reference  to  two  points  only: — 

First — Had  he  been  sncccssful  in  securing  the  object  of  his 
expedition  ? 

Second — Why  had  he  devised  the  pantomime  which,  at  the  be- 
ginning, caused  us  so  much  anxiety  ? 

To  the  first  question,  put  in  fonnal  phraseology,  Frederick 
replieil,  with  ill -concealed  joy, — 

"  As  for  the  object  of  my  excursion,  I  have  achieved  fi,'' — and 
the  young  man  grasped  me  by  the  hand,  while  laying  a  particular 
emphasis  on  the  latter  words. 

''  So  far  as  concerns  my  pantomime,"  he  continue<l,  "  it  was  &s 
genuine  as  it  could  be,  for  I  took  you  to  be  a  company  of  Malays, 
or  otlier  savages,  hovering  about  the  coast.  Apprehensive  I  might 
encounter  some  enemies,  I  had  conceived  the  idea  of  disguising 
myself  by  blackening  my  face  and  the  exposed  portions  of  my  body 
with  a  niixturci  of  gunpowder  and  water.  Two  reports  of  cannon 
which  oanie  rosouudin;r  over  the  waters  served  to  increase  mv 
alarm.  1  felt  afraid  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  islanders  wlio 
might  treat  me  cruelly,  as  I  was  but  one  against  many.  The  few 
words  ill  IMalay  which  you  addressed  to  me  filled  me  with  such 
terror  that  I  durst  not  move ;  and  if  Rudly  ha<l  not  shouted  his 
English  sailor-sayings,  it  is  probable  I  should  be  still  lying  off 
the  Cape,  making  all  kinds  of  manoeuvres  in  the  hope  of  deceiving 
you,  and  that  you  would  be  still  hovering  about  in  your  pinnace, 
expecting  every  moment  to  see  a  fleet  of  savages  issuing  from  the 
shelter  of  the  rocks." 

After  we  had  amused  ourselves  for  awhile  with  the  recollection 
of  our  absurd  mistake— a  mistake  wholly  causoil  by  our  fears, 
which  had  prevented  us  from  recognizing  one  another — Frederick 
took  me  apart,  and  said  :  — 

'*  I  have  been  successful,  my  dearest  father !  The  hand  of  God 
conducted  me  to  the  retreat  of  the  poor  shipwrecked  woman,  for 
it  was  a  woman  whose  message  I  so  strangely  received.  I  have 
discovered  the  Smoking  Rock  and  its  inliabitAnt — the  unfortunate 
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laily  wlio  lias  lived  there  atnne — alune,  my  father ! — anil  for  three 
years — three  years,  my  fatlier  ! — in  want  of  everything,  Shu 
wears  the  garb  of  a  snilnr,  and  has  implored  me  not  to  reveal  her 


sex,  except  to  my  mother  aud  yourself ;  for  slie  ia  afraid  of  my 
brothers — though  I  sought  to  reassure  her  respecting  the  ivarui 
welcome  they  and  all  of  you  wouKl  give  her." 

''  Ami  where  ia  ahe  now?"  said  I. 

"  I  have  brought  her  with  me.  She  ia  close  at  hand— here,  in 
a  little  island  in  Pearl  Bay.  Will  you  not  come  and  receive  her 
yourself,  with  my  mother  and  brothers?  But,  oh  !  do  not  say  a 
word  to  either  of  them,  for  I  want  to  enjoy  their  Burprise  when 
they  find  I  have  found  them  it  sister — the  name  which,  I  hope,  she 
will  ere  long  permit  us  to  bestow  upon  her." 

I  yielded  to  my  son's  desire,  aud  without  saying  anything  to  my 
family,  ordered  the  anchor  to  be  weighed,  the  sails  to  be  hoisted, 
and  everything  prepared  for  our  expedition. 

Frederick,  as  the  render  will  imagine,  was  neither  the  last  nor 
the  least  active  in  hastening  the  preparations  fur  departure ;  but 
in  the  first  place  he  freed  himself  from  his  quasi -tattooing  and  all 
his  savage  "  Iwlongings." 

The  intrepid  adventurer,  then  placing  himself  in  his  canoe,  acted 
as  our  pilot,  and  directed  the  course  of  the  pinnace  through  the 
rocks  with  which  the  coast  was  fringed.  After  about  an  hour's  nail- 
ing, he  suddenly  tacked,  and  conducted  us  towards  a  small  ahadowy 


C4t  A  MYSTERIOUS  MOVEMENT. 

islet  at  a  short  distance  from  Pearl  Bay ;  here  a  tongue  of  land 
formed  a  creek  bo  safe  and  commodious,  that  we  reached  the  shore 
with  the  utmost  facility.  The  trunk  of  a  tree  close  at  hand  made 
a  capital  mooring-post  for  our  hoat.  Frederick  had  already  sprung 
ashore,  and  we  could  see  him  hastening  towards  a  small  grove 
lying  a  short  distance  inland.  The  manoeuvres  of  the  pinnace, 
necessarily,  could  not  he  executed  as  nimhly  as  those  of  the  cajack, 
so  that  we  were  unable  to  land  until  a  few  minutes  after  Frederick 
— whose  singular  conduct,  however,  stimulated  my  companions  to 
an  unusual  degree  of  activity. 

To  leap  ashore,  and  hasten  in  the  direction  taken  hy  Frederick, 
was  the  affair  of  a  second.  We  plunged  into  the  depths  of  the 
wood  which  had  received  him ;  but  had  scarcely  advanced  a  score 
of  paces  before  we  found  ourselves  in  front  of  a  hut  built  in  the 
Hottentot  manner,  with  a  huge  fire  burning  merrily,  upon  which 
was  placed  a  large  sliell,  instead  of  gridiron,  for  cooking  some  fisli. 

Frederick  had  entered  the  hut,  and  great  was  our  surprise  when, 
after  he  had  shouted  twice  or  thrice  "  Hurrah  !  halloa  ! "  a  young 
and  pretty  sailor  came  gliding  down  a  tall  and  leafy  tree,  and 
turning  towards  us  his  timid  eyes,  halted,  as  if  afraid  to  approach 
any  nearer.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  mingled  sentiments 
of  joy,  surprise,  and  compassion  which  his  appearance  excitetl  in 
our  hearts. 

It  was  so  long  since  we  had  seen  any  men — ten  years! — that 
society  had  grown  very  strange  to  us,  and  at  first  we  remained 
stupefied.  Our  hearts  flew  towards  the  young  stranger,  but  our 
tongues  remained  mute. 

At  length  Frederick  broke  the  silence,  and  taking  the  young 
sailor  by  the  hand, — 

"  Father — mother — and  you,  my  dear  brothers,"  he  exclaimed, 
with  an  accent  full  of  joy  and  emotion,  "  I  present  to  you  a  friend 
— a  new  brother — a  new  companion  in  misfortune — Sir  Edward 
Montrose — thrown  upon  our  coast  under  somewhat  similar  circum- 
stances to  ourselves." 

"  He  is  welcome ! — welcome ! — welcome !  "  we  all  responded, 
simultaneously. 

I  then  advanced  to  the  supposed  young  man,  in  whom  I  had  no 
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difficulty  in  recognizing  a  female,  but  I  respected  the  mystery  in 
which  she  wished  to  envelop  herself.  I  encouraged  him,  and 
assured  him  that  in  our  family  he  would  find  assistance,  sympathy, 
and  support ;  that  my  wife  and  I  would  be  his  parents,  and  my 
sons  his  brothers. 

My  wife,  with  a  truly  maternal  feeling,  opened  her  arms.  The 
pretended  sailor  flung  himself  into  her  warm  embrace,  and  seemed 
to  put  himself  under  her  especial  protection. 

The  liveliest  joy  was  diffused  through  all  our  little  circle. 
Before  troubling  our  new  friend  with  any  questions,  we  resolved 
upon  having  supper.  My  sons  showed  the  greatest  eagerness  in 
arranging  everything  to  celebrate  the  reunion,  which,  to  them, 
seemed  little  short  of  miraculous.  From  time  to  time  they  plied 
Frederick  with  inquiries,  who  repeated  to  all  the  same  brief 
answer : — 

*'  I  will  tell  you  the  whole  story  shortly ;  but  for  the  present 
let  us  attend  to  our  new  brother." 

Supper  was  soon  ready ;  a  few  bottles  of  our  spiced  hydromel 
converted  it  into  a  festal  banquet.  Everybody  spoke  at  once,  my 
sons  addressing  their  new  comrade  with  a  liveliness  which  some- 
times embarrassed  the  timid  stranger.  My  wife  took  pity  upon 
him,  and,  as  it  was  getting  late,  gave  the  signal  to  retire,  carrying 
the  young  sailor  on  board  the  shallop,  where  she  wished  to  make 
him  up  such  a  bed,  added  my  good  Elizabeth,  as  would  recompense 
him  for  the  bad  nights  he  had  hitherto  experienced. 

Then  we  separated,  and  my  sons  kindled  on  the  shore  an  im- 
mense fire  to  serve  as  our  sentinel  during  the  night. 

Naturally,  the  new-comer  became  the  subject  of  conversation. 

"  Parbleu  ! "  exclaimed  Fritz,  addressing  himself  to  Frederick,  *'  I 
would  like  to  know  what  put  it  into  your  head  to  go  in  search  of 
our  new  brother.  IIow  could  you  know  there  was  a  shipwrecked 
sailor  on  the  coast?" 

Frederick  laughed,  but  made  no  reply. 

"  It  may  be,"  resumed  Ernest,  **  that  you  are  gifted,  like  the 
Scotch  Highlanders,  with  second  sight?*' 

"  No,"  interrupted  Rudly;  "  I  would  wager  that  you  wrote  Sir 
Edward  a  letter,  and  that  you  received  it  by  the  pigeon  post." 


MO 
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"  Wull,  you  uro  nlmost  riglit,"  answered  Frederick. 

Ho  tlit^n  rvlntcil  tn  liis  brotliera  (ho  history  of  th?  albatrOMi; 
tijiuke  to  them  of  htH  projcctH  and  eonjrctures;  but  infiued  iato  fan 
iiurr&tivc  80  much  enthusiastic  warmth  that  he  quite  forgot  the 
l>art  ho  Iiail  undertaken  to  play,  and  the  mystoiy  in  which  the 
youug  girl  was  desirous  of  enshrouding  herself.  Indeed,  ho  forgot 
himself  so  far,  that  lio  allowed  her  true  name  to  escape  his  lipt, 
and  called  her — 

Mi2S  Jbnxx! 


fjrss  Jicnny!  Mihk  Jenny!"  excl&imni 
liiH  three  brothers,  simultaneously ; 
"Frederick  has  betrayed  himself! 
■Sir  Kdwni'd  is  n  girl !     Our  adopted 

lirollicr  is  an  nniiabiu  sister !     Oh, 
but  this  is  truly  delightfnl ! " 

The  reader  will  imagine  for  him- 
self Frederick's  utter  emLarraNtnient. 
Vexed  at  his  imprudence,  he  en- 
deavoured 111  veciill  tlie  word  which  had  slipped  from  his  tongne. 
But  the  niysteiy  was  solved,  and  the  sailor  could  no  longer  conceal 
licivcirin  licr  canviis  trousers  and  broad -bri mm cil  hat. 

This  diseovcry  ilivurtod  llie  cuiTCut  of  conversation.  Frederick 
cxpliiiiicd  to  his  brothers  ihu  motives  which  had  tcil  3Iiss  Jonny  to 
conceal  her  scs ;  tlic  doubts  which  had  troubled  her  relative  to  the 
trealnicut  she  might  receive  at  the  handM  of  three  youths  of  wlnise 
c?haraelers  and  manners  she  was  utterly  ignorant.  Kut  the  young 
men  declared  that  KlLss  Jenny  tvould  lose  nothing  by  the  change, 
in  their  eyes;  that,  im  tlio  contrary,  they  would  love  lier  even 
more  dearly  as  a  sister  than  as  a  brother;  and  the  night  was  already 
far  advanced  while  our  sons  were  still  repenting,  with  many  a 
pleasant  smile,  (he  name  of  Miss  Jknny. 


embarra 
|ir<>achci 


t  was  an  amusiii;,'  spectacle  enough  tii  see  the 
r  rcsjjcct  and  diHideuce  with  which  Ihcy  n|i- 
;cr  tliey  had.  on  the  prcvimiK  evening,  enibmecd 
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My  poor  lada  knew  nothing  of  the  polished  manners  acquired  by 
mingling  in  good  society,  and  I  must  confess  in  their  behaviour 
towards  the  young  English  lady  they  displayed  a  good  deal  of 
awkwardness. 

As  for  Miss  Jenny,  she  appeared  much  confused  by  the  discovery 
of  her  real  sex,  and  threw  herself  timidly  into  my  wife's  arms,  as 
if  to  seek  there  an  asylum. 

In  a  minute  or  two  she  recovered  herself,  and  smilingly  extended 
her  hand  to  each  of  the  young  men,  asking  them  giacefully  to  con- 
tinue to  the  sister  the  friendship  they  had  promised  to  the  brother. 
This  amiable  action  dissipated  at  once  all  the  embarrassment  my 
sons  had  felt.  They  assured  her  of  their  genuine  brotherly  feelings; 
mirthfulness  was  re-established;  and  we  all  sat  down  to  the  breakfast 
table.  The  repast  was  composed  of  fruits,  cold  meats,  and  chocolate 
of  our  own  manufacture — the  latter  was  much  approved  of  by  our 
young  guest,  reminding  her  of  the  comforts  of  her  native  home. 

After  breakfast,  I  proposed  to  weigh  anchor  and  return  to  Pearl 
Bay,  where  the  stranded  cachalot  offered  us  a  species  of  wealth  we 
were  unwilling  to  abandon  to  gulls  or  vultures.  On  arriving 
there,  we  consulted  on  the  best  means  of  securing  the  oily  sub- 
stance contained  in  the  skull  and  dorsiil  spine  of  the  unwieldy  fish. 
Unfortunately  we  had  no  barrels  in  which  to  store  away  the 
precious  product.  Miss  Jenny  extricated  us  from  our  difficulty  by 
suggesting  a  process  she  had  seen  employed  in  India ;  namely,  to 
collect  the  half-congealed  oil  in  bags  of  wetted  cloth. 

I  thought  the  idea  so  good  that  we  acted  immediately  upon  it. 
I  caused  all  our  sacks  to  be  collected,  and  after  soaking  them 
thoroughly  in  sea- water,  we  furnished  the  interior  with  pieces 
of  stick  to  keep  them  distended. 

These  preparations  occupied  us  nearly  two  hours,  but  the  tide 
was  not  yet  high  enough  for  us  to  reach  in  our  vessel  the  sandbank 
where  lay  the  cachalot ;  we  therefore  took  the  periagua  and 
Frederick's  cajack.  We  left  the  two  women  on  board  the  pinnace, 
under  the  guardianship  of  Turk ;  and,  followed  by  Folb,  Braun, 
and  Jager,  in  a  few  minutes  reached  the  point  of  our  destination. 
The  monster  was  still  on  dry  ground.  Our  dogs  pounced  upon  it 
with  the  utmost  eagerness ;  they  rushed  behind  it,  and  immedi- 
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ately  we  heard  the  munt  horrible  howling  mingled  with  their 
farious  barkingh,  which  forewarned  ub  that  aomething  extraordiiULiy 
had  happencil.  We  approached,  and  iaw  our  bntre  dogs  combatittg 
a  troop  of  hinck  wolves  which  had  been  engaged  on  the  sidw  of 
the  cachalot.  Two  of  tlieae  parasites  already  lay  dying  on  the 
sand  ;  two  others  were  still  engaged  with  Brftun  and  Folb.  The 
remainder,  ou  our  appearance,  took  to  flight,  and  sheltered  tham- 
KclvcH  in  the  wood.  Wu  also  caught  sight  of  some  jkckftU  ttcani' 
pering  away  in  the  distance,  which  had  evidently  formed  part  of  the 
marauding  troop. 

At  thtH  moment,  Jag'^r,  Rudly'a  jackal,  who  had  hitherto  kept 
close  to  his  master's  side,  set 
of!  on  the  track  of  hia  "  kith 
and  kin,"  leaping  joyously,  as 
if  delighted  at  the  meeting, 
and  quickly  disappearing  from 
Rudly's  sight — the  poor  youth 
standing  quite  confused,  and 
powerless     to     prevent     the 

Our  d(>g«,  meanwhile,  had 
finished    their    work ;     four 

iiiEttoi.F, j^'-i""-  wolves    lay   dead    upon   the 

sand  ;  but  it  \i'us  not  without  peril  that  these  courageous  animals 
had  engaged  their  formidable  opponentR;  they  were  covered  with 
wounds,  and  Fulb's  eara  were  cruelly  turn.  Hudly  devoted  him- 
self to  washing  aiul  dressing  their  woundn,  while  Frederick  and 
Fritz  assisted  me. 

The  former,  after  protecting  his  feet  with  inm  aiiikes,  climbed, 
like  a  monkey,  up  tlic  anininl's  back,  and  laid  open  with  great 
blows  of  his  Hxe  the  cai'lialot's  Khnppless  head.  Meanwhile,  I  held 
disteiuled  near  him  one  of  our  large  bags,  into  which  Frederick, 
with  n  spade,  shovelled  the  Rpenn  as  into  a  tub.  Frila  then  applied 
himself  to  coat  Ihe  cxtorinr  of  the  bag  with  &  mixture  of  nrad  and 
wet  sand,  wliich  prevented  the  oily  liquid  from  dripping  through. 
With  n  liltle  lalionr  we  filled  all  the  sacks  and  bags  we  had  on 
Board  the  boat,  and  we  then  covered  them  over  with  pointed 
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reeds,  disposed  like  a  chevaux-dc'/nse,  to  protect  them  from  the 
sand,  and  from  the  attack  of  the  sea-birds,  which  had  begun  to 
gather  round  the  cachalot. 

So  great  a  portion  of  the  day  had  been  occupied  in  this  fatiguing 
labour,  that  we  were  constrained  to  think  of  returning  home.  We 
found,  however,  that  the  tide  was  not  high  enough  to  float  our 
boats,  if  we  loaded  them  with  the  bags  of  sperm,  which  we  accord- 
ingly resolved  to  leave  until  their  contents  had  thoroughly  con- 
gealed. Then  we  returned  to  the  leafy  islet,  which,  as  the  scene 
of  our  first  rencontre  with  Miss  Jenny,  we  called  the  Isle  of  Happy 
Meeting. 

The  appearance  of  our  sacks  as  they  stood  upright  on  the  sand 
was  very  amusing ;  they  might  have  been  justly  compared  from 
afar  to  a  row  of  little  Chinamen  with  pointed  hats.  This  circum- 
stance suggested  a  thousand  jokes ;  and  we  landed  laughing  and 
talking  merrily. 

After  having  related  our  adventures  and  shown  our  four  superb 
wolves,  whose  thick  skins  were  very  valuable,  our  two  house- 
keepers invited  us  to  take  our  places  at  table.  They  had  prepared 
a  banquet  of  dainties,  and  enriched  it  with  a  new  dish,  which 
received  our  emphatic  approbation.  It  was  a  sauce,  made  in  the 
Carib  fashion,  of  the  eggs  of  land-crabs,  a  gieat  quantity  of  which, 
frequented  the  islet. 

Afterwards  we  settled  upon  our  next  day's  occupations.  We 
had  to  skin  the  wolves,  and  devise  some  means  of  removing  the 
bags  of  sperm  to  our  general  magazine.  I  was  not  without  some 
anxiety  on  the  latter  point,  for,  as  I  have  hinted,  Uie  pinnace 
could  not,  without  risk  of  being  stranded,  approach  near  enough 
to  the  sand-bank  to  assist  in  their  disembarkation.  Each  person 
threw  out  a  suggestion,  but  none  seemed  feasible,  when  Miss 
Jenny,  who  had  listened  to  us  quietly,  addressed  me  in  caressing 
tones : — 

"  If  you  will  entrust  me,  my  father  " — for  she  had  already  accus- 
tomed herself  to  use  this  sweet  name — "  if  you  will  entrust  me 
with  the  task,  while  you  and  my  brothers  are  engaged  in  your 
horrible  skinning  work,  I  will  undertake  to  bring  home  the 
ten  bags ;  and  also,"  she  added,  laughing,  "  if  you  will  only  give 
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me  a  sinall  piece  of  bear'H-skin,  I  will  make  a  charm  which  s»hall 
entice  back  my  brother  Rudly's  Jager.  I  see  that  Rudly  is  gloomy 
at  having  lost  his  hunting-companion." 

This  proposition  was  received  with  a  good  deal  of  gentle  raillery 
by  my  young  people — a  little  piqued  that  a  young  maiden  with- 
(mt  experience  should  think  herself  capable  of  executing  a  task 
which  seemed  to  them  of  the  greatest  difficulty.  They  launched 
all  kinds  of  jests  and  jibes  at  their  adopted  sister,  who,  without 
revealing  her  secret,  endured  them  very  gaily,  until  at  length  she 
took  refuge  with  the  mother,  already  engaged  on  board  ship  pre- 
paring our  mattresses. 

The  young  girl,  though  carefully  refraining  from  showing  it, 
had  been  somewhat  wounded  by  the  sarcasms  directed  against  her. 
My  wife  consoled  her  as  best  she  could,  attributing  the  unamiable 
proceedings  of  her  sons  to  their  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  courtesy, 
rather  than  to  any  ill  feeling  towards  her.  The  sweet  maiden 
dried  her  tears,  and  after  tenderly  embracing  her  adopted  mother, 
she  began  making,  with  the  piece  of  wolf-skin  I  had  given  her,  a 
kind  of  muzzle  for  the  jackal,  which  she  had  undertaken  to  bring 
back,  nor  did  she  retire  to  rest  until  she  had  completed  it. 

Next  day,  almost  before  we  on  board  the  pinnace  hail  risen,  and 
while  my  sons,  who  had  slept  on  mats  around  the  bivouac-fire, 
were  still  iusleep,  Miss  Jenny  prepared  for  her  expedition.  She 
took  a  bladder  full  of  fresh  water,  and  a  basket  containing  a  supply 
of  provisions ;  descended  nimbly  the  rope-ladder  at  the  side  of  our 
vessel ;  boldly  placed  herself  in  Frederick's  cajack  ;  unmoored  it ; 
and  began  to  nianceuvre  it  with  equal  grace  and  address.  She 
speedily  made  towards  the  sand-bank ;  in  vain  I  endeavoured  to 
recall  her ;  the  little  coquette  waved  with  her  hand  some  signals 
of  friendship,  and  courageously  pursued  her  route. 

So  well  had  she  chosen  her  time,  that  she  arrived  at  high  water; 
that  is,  just  as  the  tide  was  wetting  the  bottom  of  the  sacks.  The 
adventurous  girl  leaped  on  shore,  and  fastening  all  the  bags  by  strings 
to  a  stout  cable  with  which  she  had  provided  herself,  she  attached 
the  latter  to  the  cajack,  and  re-cnibarking  in  it,  towed  the  bags 
after  her.  Their  contents  having  congealed,  they  floated  on  the 
surface  like  bladders  filled  with  air. 
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The  conquest  of  the  fugitive  jackal  was  a  more  difficult  enter- 
prise. She  was  coinj)elled  to  land  on  the  coast,  and  moor  her  boat 
with  the  aid  of  a  heavy  stone.  From  on  board  the  pinnace  I  was 
able  with  my  telescope  to  follow  all  her  movements ;  but  when  she 
disappeared  in  the  wood,  near  the  little  bay,  I  felt  very  anxious ; — 
my  anxiety,  however,  was  soon  appeased,  for  she  was  speedily 
successful  in  attaining  her  object.  She  returned  to  the  shore, 
seated  herself  on  the  grass,  began  to  eat,  and  flung  on  either 
side  some  morsels  of  bread  or  meat,  while  frequently  calling 
Jager,  whom  she  knew  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  an  amicable 
tone. 

And,  in  fact,  the  poor  animal,  unaccustomed  like  those  of  his 
own  race  to  hunt  for  his  food,  was  dying  with  hunger ;  he  there- 
fore gradually  drew  near  his  young  enchantress.  She  cast  to  him 
some  pieces  of  soaked  biscuit,  always  nearer  and  nearer  to  herself; 
finally,  she  offered  him  a  dish  of  fresh  water ; — and  by  these  baits 
having  drawn  him  close  to  her  side,  she  threw  his  lasso  around  his 
neck,  deftly  muzzled  him,  and  dragged  him  into  the  cajack;  where, 
after  a  little  trouble,  she  contrived  to  station  him  in  the  opening  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  little  skiff,  first  taking  the  precaution  to  bind 
his  hind  feet,  that  he  might  not  effect  a  second  escape.  In  this 
position  the  poor  Jager,  wholly  confused  by  his  misadventure,  found 
himself  seated,  with  the  upper  part  of  his  body  much  above  the 
gunwale ;  but,  on  approaching  the  island  where  we  were  engaged  in 
various  tasks,  I  perceived  the  young  rogue  cover  the  jackal's  head 
with  a  large  broad-brimmed  hat  made  of  reeds,  and  wrap  him  up 
in  a  piece  of  cloth,  so  as  to  give  him  the  appearance  of  a  little 
passenger. 

Meanwhile,  my  sons,  who  had  been  occupied  in  stripping  the 
wolves  of  their  furry  hides,  and  who,  despite  their  war  of  words 
on  the  previous  evening,  began  to  feel  disquieted  at  the  long 
absence  of  their  adopted  sister,  proposed  to  man  the  pinnace  and 
go  in  search  of  her.  But  this  project  was  dismissed  at  her  reap- 
pearance from  behind  a  little  promontory  which  had  hitherto  con- 
roaled  her  from  their  view.  The  appearance  of  her  new  companion 
<'xcited  in  them  the  greatest  surprise. 
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"Where  can  our  new  sister  have  been  to  find  out  this  new 
brother?"  said  one. 

*^  Do  men  spring  up  in  this  country  like  mushrooms?"  inquired 
anotlier. 

"  Perhaps/'  added  a  third,  ^'  he  is  the  magician  who  has  assisted 
lier  in  her  magical  work." 

Frederick  alone  uttered  not  a  word,  but  gazed  with  all  his  eycB, 
and,  without  observing  it,  advanced  straight  into  the  water,  in  his 
anxiety  to  scrutinize  his  sister's  strange  companion.  Suddenly  he 
gave  a  great  shout  of  laughter,  clapped  his  hands,  and  jumping 
about  in  the  water  with  a  violence  which  sprinkled  us  all  over,  he 
cried,  as  he  took  Rudly  by  the  shoulders, — 

"  It  is  he  I  It  is  your  rascal  Jager  I  See,  the  ill-conditioned 
scamp  comes  back  like  a  respectable  individual,  and  with  an  air  of 
the  utmost  gravity  !     Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha  ! " 

We  all  laughed  heartily  at  our  young  friend's  fantastic  idea ; 
and  she,  gracefully  springing  ashore,  set  her  captive  at  liberty,  and 
showed  us,  with  ill-concealed  triumph,  the  long  train  of  sacks  tow- 
ing in  the  roar  of  her  cajack. 

We  received  her  with  lively  expressions  of  joy  and  friendship, 
praising  her  skill,  and  the  ingenuity  she  had  displayed  in  carrying 
out  her  enterprific.  Eudly,  restored  to  good  humour  by  the 
recovery  of  his  jackal,  mingled  with  his  earnest  thanks  an  equally 
earnest  apology  for  his  rudeness  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  all 
unpleasant  feelings  disappeared. 

It  was  just  noon ;  we  set  ourselves  down  at  our  well-provided 
t^ible  ;  after  dinner  we  prepared  for  our  journey  to  Tent-Town, 
where  we  desired  to  instal  our  new  companion. 

We  therefore  collected  all  the  articles  we  had  with  us  on  shore, 
and  especially  our  young  friend's  treasures — namely,  all  she  had 
saved  from  the  wreck,  and  the  articles  she  had  manufactured  with 
such  infinite  skill. 

Freilerick  had  already  constructed  for  her  a  chest  to  contain 
these  various  objects;  and  their  examination  amused  and  interested 
us  exceedingly.  They  included  articles  of  dress  and  ornament, 
househ(jld  utensils,  and  various  things  which,  during  her  exile,  she 
Iiad  made  of  the  few  mateiials  at  her  disposal — of  her  own  hair 
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elie  had  fabricated  a  fifihing-lioe,  and  attached  to  it  hooks  of 
mother-of-pearl ;  needles  she  had  manufactured  out  of  fish-bones, 
awla  and  bodkins  out  of  the  beaks  of  birds ;  two  pretty  needle- 
cases  slie  had  contrived — one  of  pelican's  feathers,  and  the  other  of 
a  bone  of  a  sea-calf ;  the 

liewn-up  skin  of  a  young  ,  -  — 

seal  served  as  a  wafer- 
vessel;  a  shell  for  a  lamp, 
and  some  threads  of  cot- 
ton from  an  old  handker- 
chief for  the  wick  ;  be- 
sides tlio  lamp  there  was 
H  shell  lai^e  enough  fur 
a  ealilron  or  saucepan ; 
a  tortoise-shell,  in  which 
she  cooked  her  food  witli 
large  red-hot  stones ; 
severnl  bladders  of  fishes; 
and  all  kinds  of  shells  for 
glasses,  di.shes,  and  por- 
ringers. In  some  of  these 
were  remains  of  Iier  daily 
food :  Huch  as  salt,  wliieh 
she  collected  in  the  liollowi 


3  of  the  rocks  along  the  shore  ;  fishes' 
eggs ;  and  even  small  fish,  dried  and  preserved  like  sardines ; 
little  httga  of  seeds,  which  the  young  solitary  had  picked  up, 
and  which  were  nearly  all  of  ant i -scorbutic  plants,  as,  for  example, 
the  cochlearia,  sorrel,  celery,  water-cress,  which  flonrislied  on 
the  rocks,  thanks  to  the  guano  yearly  deposited  by  the  sea- 

Among  the  toilet  objects  belonging  to  Miss  Jenny,  we  remarked 
a  hat,  made  of  the  cormorant's  downy  pouch,  which,  expanded 
in  the  form  of  a  capote  by  stems  made  of  the  feathers  of  the 
same  bird,  sheltered  the  face  and  neck  from  the  burning  sun ;  some 
bags  and  mat^  of  various  sizes  woven  of  reeds  or  grass ;  a  small 
vest  with  sleeves  formed  of  the  anterior  skin  of  a  sea-calf,  the  arms 
passing  throngh  the  two  fore-paws ;  aome  other  articles  of  dress, 
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u)mo  mnde  of  tlic  Hkiiix  of  Heals  or  aea-blrds;  ^rdlea,  atockingfi,  and 
xlioeH,  liketviite  of  Hkin  Rcnn  double. 

MisB  Jenny's  jewellery  waH  reduced  to  «  very  few  articles,  the 
chief  being  a  pearl  coiiib,  whicb  she  had  in  her  bair  at  the  time  tbe 
tibipwreek  occurred.  Sbe  had  also  some  umall  boxes  made  of  tortoise- 
nhell,  containing  a  few  pieces  of  amber;  some  pearls  of  a  fine  reddisli 
hue,  which  she  had  extracted  from  a  shell ;  and,  finally,  some 
[lencils  mode  of  feathers  and  hair,  with  which  the  young  solitary 
had  amuHed  hcreeir  painting  and  writing.  I  ought  not  to  forget 
to  mention  a  small  net  of  strips  of  lieal-skiu,  containing  a  selection 
of  rare  shellH  and  coral  branches  which  the  young  solitary  had 
}iickcd  u)>  in  her  wanderings  on  the  shore. 

All  this  bijouterie  was  stowed  away  in  a  large  box  wbidi 
Frederick  bad  mode  of  the  planks  of  the  boat.  Then  we  placed 
it  in  our  pinnace,  already  loaded  with  the  skins  of  the  wolves  and 
the  sacks  of  spenn.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in 
the  flrnm^meiit  of  our  cargo ;  and  during  the  last  meal  which  we 
took  in  the  iHlund,  Winn  Jenny's  in^^nuity,  and  the  various  means 
slie  boil  eiiiployeil  to  meet  llie  wantx  of  her  exile,  furnished  ns 
with  the  Kubjccts  i>(  a  conversation  as  interesting  as   it  was  ani- 

Ni'xt  liny,  Miss  Jenny  prcsentctl  us  with  a  new  proof  of  her 
jiatience  and  her  industrj-  :  she 
fetched  from  under  a  buiih. 
w}iosc  brandies  overhung  the 
sen,  a  large  bird  which  she  bad 
fastened  there  by  itji  paw,  and 
introduced  it  to  us  as  a  skilful 
fishing  companion.  It  was  a 
cormorant,  which  the  younf,- 
girl  had  tamed  and  trained,  in 
the  Chinese  fashion,  to  catcli 
fish. 

She  then  bade  adieu  to  the 
coast  which  had  received  her,  to  the  trees  which  had  sheltered  ber 
during  her  sojourn  in  those  regions.  Kut  wo  were  unwilling  to 
<iuit  them   without  having  bestowed  uiHin  them  an  appellation, 


ninicoHitiJT  lifi' 
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and  80  we  christened  the  cove  where  Frederick  had  first  landed 
Felicity  Bay^  in  allusion  to  the  happy  meeting  which  we  had 
there  enjoyed. 

We  then  set  out,  steering  for  Pearl  Bay ;  where,  however,  we 
intended  only  a  very  brief  residence,  before  returning  to  Tent- 
Town.  To  that  beautiful  and  commodious  settlement  we  were 
very  anxious  to  introduce  our  new  companion,  and  to  show  her 
all  the  wonders  wrought  by  our  ingenuity  and  patience. 


OIIAPTKK  Xlir. 


•^REDEItlCK,  in  liis  cajack,  piloteil  m 
into    Pcnrl   Bay,   and   ofter  cffet-ting, 

willioul  accident,  tlie  pnii!<ago  of  tlit; 
.  .  ruef  which  fomiotl  its  outer  barrier,  we 
'"^  cast  anchor  at  tlie  point  of  cur  ilisciu- 
barkation  a  few  days  previously.  Tliew 
H'c  found  cverylhing  in  the  coixHtion  in 
wliicli  we  liad  left  it — the  table  aud 
scats  being  still  reared  erect,  the  roast- 
ing trench  nnd  fireplace  beiug  undisturbed ;  hut  the  atmosphere 
was  purified ;  the  oysters,  consumed  by  the  emi,  had  lost  all  their 
had  odoTir;  tlie  carcasses  of  tliC  lions  and  the  wild  boar  were 
reduced  to  a  heap  of  whitened  boiii's ;  tlie  vulturca,  and  all  the 
family  of  hirib  of  prey — to  say  nothing  of  the  fcrociouB  animals 
which  the  forest  conrealoil  -  -havins:  carried  off  the  very  last  iwor- 
Kcl  of  flesh. 

Everything  appeared  tranquil  along  the  coast,  ond  we  thought 
wo  might  venture  to  remain  awliile  and  collect  the  pearls  which 
the  now  open  oysters  offered  to  our  avidity.  We  erected  our  tenl. 
put  in  order  the  fireplace,  and  set  to  work  to  extract  the  pearls 
from  their  retreats.  The  work,  however,  was  not  very  pleasant, 
and  Miss  Jenny  soon  abandoned  it ;  she  hastened  to  rejoin  my 
wife,  and  aiikcd  her  if  it  would  not  be  very  agreeable  to  add  a  dish 
of  fish  to  (he  dinner  slie  was  getting  ready.  Our  housekeeper 
aniilcd  incredulously,  and  said  slie  knew  no  meaim  of  obtaining  a 
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sufficient  supply  of  fish  for  seven  persons  in  so  short  a  time  as 
remained  before  dinner. 

"  Ah,  well,"  said  the  young  maid,  "  leave  it  to  me,  and  I  will 
bring  you  all  the  fish  you  want  in  half  an  hour." 

She  took  her  cormorant  under  her  ami,  and  leaped  into  the 
cajack,  which  was  lying  on  the  shore  ;  two  strokes  of  her  paddles, 
and  she  was  twenty  yards  away  ;  then  she  passed  round  the  cor- 
morant's neck  a  large  copper  ring,  that,  after  having  captured  its 
prey  the  bird  might  be  prevented  froni  swallowing  it. 

Thus  ])repared,  she  posted  it  on  the  gunwale  of  the  skiff,  and 
remained  motionless. 

The  fishery  commenced  at  once  ;  it  was  quite  amusing  to  see  the 
feathered  angler,  with  outstretched  neck,  and  eyes  fixed  on  the 
waves,  plunge  abruptly  into  them,  and  reappear  with  a  silver- 
scaled  fish,  a  trout,  a  young  salmon,  or  one  of  some  other  species, 
which  he  earned  in  succession  to  his  young  mistress.  The  latter 
was  thus  enabled  to  fulfil  her  engagement  in  less  than  the  stipu- 
lated time ;  then  she  freed  her  companion  from  its  ring,  rewarded 
him  for  his  trouble  with  a  few  small  fish,  and  hastened  joyously  to 
present  the  result  of  her  fishery  to  her  adopted  mother,  who 
expressed  herself  astonished  at  and  delighted  by  the  young  girl's 
address. 

The  task  of  collecting  the  pearls  being  completed,  we  put  our 
spoil  into  a  canvas  bag,  counting  upwards  of  four  hundred,  includ- 
ing some  very  large  and  fine  specimens.  Our  next  care  was  to 
provide  for  our  supper ;  my  four  sons  took  their  fowling-pieces  and 
game-bags,  w^ith  the  intention  of  shooting  a  few  birds  in  the  Wood 
of  Truffles  ;  Jenny  intimated  a  strong  desire  to  be  one  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  when  I  observed  that  the  use  of  fire-arms  would  be 
something  quite  new  to  her,  she  assured  me,  smiling,  that  the 
daughter  of  a  colonel  and  a  skilful  sportsman  could  not  fail  to 
know  how  to  handle  a  musket,  and  that,  moreover,  we  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  about  her,  as  she  would  not  leave  her 
brothers. 

I  therefore  permitted  her  to  join  them,  though  somewhat  doubt- 
ful, like  my  sons,  of  her  talents.  T  had  soon  cause  to  acknowledge 
the  folly  of  my  mistrust,  and  a  snipe  which  she  shot  on  the  wing 
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drew  from  ua  all  the  motit  unqualified  euiagiiiiiis.  Mj  wma  iIm 
broi^hl  down  a  few  birds,  which  were  immediately  cooked  for  our 
evening  meal. 

At  first  it  had  been  our  intention  only  to  touch  at  litis  coMt, 
and  resume  immediately  our  jonnie;  to  Tent-Town;  but  an  unfore- 
seen  discovery  detained  ub  there  longer  than  we  had  anticipated. 
Among  the  atones  scattered  about  the  ahore,  I  had  noticed  a  speciee 
of  rock  which,  I  thought,  might  be  eoaily  converted  into  lime. 
Thia  waa  o  discovery  br  too  precioua  to  be  n^ected ;  and  I 
uccordingly  resolved  to  conatmct  a  lime-kiln  without  delay.  It 
did  not  take  long  to  carry  out  my  idea  ;  but  the  calcination  of  the 
stone  waa  not  ao  eaaily  effected,  and  we  were  ereu  comp^ed  to 
spend  a  part  of  the  night  beside  our  kiln. 

Meantime,  we  conatructed  aome  barrels  with  the  bark  of  {nne- 
treea,  bound  round  by  atroug  lianaa,  the  top  and  bottom  being 
likewise  made  of  bark.  To  lighten  our  task,  and  aborten  our 
weary  watching,  I  requeated  Frederick  to  relate  to  us  in  a  more 
complete  manner  than  he  had  already  done  to  me,  the  particulars 
of  hia  meeting  with  our  young  companion,  and  the  other  details  of 
his  voyage.  Our  time  could  not  be  more  pleasantly  employed; 
and  the  curiosity  of  my  sons  waa  ao  strongly  excited,  that  they 
immediately  gathered  round  Frederick  in  a  circle,  while  he  b^an, 
as  follows,  his  intereeting  story. 

Frederick's  Narhative. 

t:RHAPij  you  will  remember,"  said  he,  "  the 

circumstances  under  which  I  quitted  you, 

after   having   handed  to  my  fatber  the 

tetter  iu  which  I  informed  him  of  my 

',._    projected  excuraion. 

"  Tlie  sea  was  calm ;  but  I  had  scarcely 

1_     passed  Pearl  Bay  before  a  violent  wind 

r- '     arose,  which  aasumed  successively  all  the 

characteristics  of  a  regular  tempest ;  the 

waves  seemed  to  threaten  the  very  sky;  vain,  lightning,  thunder, 

all  blended  in  one  horrible  chaos.    My  boat  was  not  strong  enough 

to  resist  the  gale ;  alt  I  could  do  was  to  let  it  carry  me  whiUier 
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the  billuns  willed,  without  terrifying  myself  too  much  at  the 
violence  with  which  they  tossed  me  about. 

"  In  God  I  put  my  trust,  and  hoped  that  His  hand,  extended 
over  me,  would  rescue  me  from  death  as  it  had  done  on  bo  many 


"  Nur  W08  my  hope  deceived.  After  the  storm  had  lasted 
seyeral  houta,  the  wind  subsided,  the  air  became  tranquil,  and  my 
canoe  recovered  its  equilibrium  on  the  smooth  surface  of  the  watera. 
But  I  was  driven  far  from  the  coast  familiar  to  us,  and  drifted 
towards  a  shore  entirely  new  to  my  gaze  :  the  conformation  of  the 
rocks,  the  colossal  peaks,  whose  summits  were  lost  in  the  clouds, 
the  vegetation  and  the  animals  I  perceived  along  the  strand,  and 
the  birds  which  flew  above  my  head,  all  announced  to  me,  as  it 
Hore,  a  New  World, 

"  My  first  anxiety,  in  this  novel  scene,  was  to  detect,  if  I  could. 


some  sraoke  wreathing  above  the  mass  of  cliffe ;  for,  as  you  know, 
the  Smoking  Bock  was  the  constant  object  of  my  thoi^hte ;  it 
was  the  goal  of  my  adventure,  and  I  felt  in  my  heart  a  profound 
conviction  that  that  adventure  bad  not  been  made  in  vain. 

"  Nothing,  however,  could  I  anywhere  discover  of  the  Smoking 
Rock  ;  but,  without  losing  my  courage,  I  began  to  row  along  the 
coast.  Night  came  on  -,  I  spent  it  on  board  my  cajack,  after  mak- 
ing a  tolerably  unsatisfactory  supper  upon  pemmican. 

"  Next  morning  I  recommenced  rowing ;  the  further  I  advanced 
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the  more  did  the  coast  appear  to  change  its  aspect.  From  time  to 
time  I  passed  majestic  rivers,  which  poured  their  waters  into  the 
sea.  One  of  these  formed  at  its  mouth  an  immense  bay,  and  I 
resolved  to  ascend  it  for  a  few  miles.  Its  banks  were  adorned 
with  great  trees,  and  the  lianas  interlacing  them  seemed  like  fair 
garlands  of  flowers  which  the  wind  incessantly  waved  to  and  fro 
above  the  stream ;  birds  of  every  species,  and  even  apes  and 
squirrels,  sported  on  these  aerial  bridges. 

'^  Among  the  aquatic  birds  which  sailed  up  and  down  the  river 
under  tliese  arches  of  verdure,  there  were  some  wliich  at  my 
approach  suffered  themselves  to  fall  into  the  water  as  if  they  had 
been  stricken  with  lightning ;  but  scarcely  had  they  sounded  the 
depths  of  the  liquid  element  before  they  rose  again  suddenly,  and 
as  they  stretched  towards  me  their  long  thin  necks,  terminating  in 
a  small  flat  head  and  pointed  beak,  I  thought  they  must  be  ser- 
pents. l>ut  catching  sight  of  the  webbed  feet  of  one  of  those  birds, 
as  tliey  clove  the  water  and  betook  themselves  to  flight,  I  recog- 
nized it  to  be  the  anhinga,  or  serpent-necked  bird,  which  builds  its 
nest  in  the  water  and  reposes  under  the  trees. 

"  Towards  mid-day  the  heat  became  so  insupportable  that  I 
found  it  impossible  to  resist  the  desire  of  seeking  a  little  shade 
under  one  of  these  domes  of  verdure.  I  turned  round  my  cajack, 
and  for  a  brief  while  made  my  way  up  a  broad  and  noble  river, 
landing  on  one  of  its  banks,  with  the  intention  of  bringing  down  a 
bird ;  but  I  had  scarcely  fired  before  an  enormous  mass  suddenly 
rose  from  the  reeds  within  a  few  jiaces  of  the  spot  where  I  was 
standing,  and  I  had  but  just  time  to  pick  up  my  bird,  regain  my 
cajack,  and  fly  in  all  haste. 

"  I  then  perceived  on  the  surface  of  the  river-waters  an  hippojH)- 
taums  with  its  young,  which  struggled  to  gain  the  bank,  terrified 
undoubtedly  by  the  report  of  my  musket.  I  pulled  down  the 
stream,  and  striking  out  to  sea,  took  refuge  in  the  shadow  of  a 
rock  which  stood  conspicuous  in  the  centre  of  the  bay. 

"  I  did  not  make  a  long  sojourn  in  this  retreat,  but,  after  I  had 
recruited  my  strength  a  little,  I  pursued  my  route.  For  some 
time  I  kept  along  the  coast  without  landing  anywhere.  The 
rivers  and  the  shore  were  equally  defended  by  inhabitants  whose 
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Acquaintance  I  was  by  no  lucanB  desirous  of  making.  I  recognized 
elephants,  tlons,  and  panthers ',  it  was,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  re-union 
of  all  the  ferocious  animals  of  the  creation.  I  also  detected  troops 
o(  antclope.'i  and  gaKelleii ;  which  peaceful  and  luxurious  creatures 
seemed  to  have  been  planted  there  simply  to  feed  the  appetites  of 
the  carnivorous  tyrants  of  the  coast. 


"  After  I  hod  voyaged  several  leagues,  the  appearance  of  tho 
coast  was  again  modified  ;  and,  as  if  the  beasta  of  prey  had  had  a 
certain  district  marked  out  tor  their  abode,  I  no  longer  saw  even  a 
solitary  individual.  The  whole  line  of  shore  was  peoccfid,  but  deso- 
late; the  breeze  murmuring  through  the  lianas  and  the  songs  of  a  few 
inoffensive  birds  were  the  only  sounds  that  disturbed  the  universal 
tranquillity.  Feeling  considerably  reassured,  I  resolved  to  land  and 
find  somewhere  a  place  of  repose ;  I  moored  my  canoe  as  firmly  an 
I  was  able,  and  leaped  nimbly  upon  the  sand.  I  was  hungry;  I 
lighted  a  lire,  and  prepared  myself  a  capital  dinner,  at  the  expense 
of  a  dnck  which  I  had  killed,  and  a  dozen  or  two  of  oyet«rs. 

"  While  eng^ed  in  my  culinary  preparations,  I  thought  I 
iibserved,  through  the  trees  of  a  small  wood,  n  creature  which,  in 
itE  movements,  stature,  and  form,  completely  resembled  man.    The 
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fire  did  not  frighten  it ;  holding  itself  upright,  with  a  stick  in  one 
hand,  it  advanced  towards  me  without  manifesting  the  slightest 
hesitation.  At  this  spectacle  I  experienced  an  extraordinary  emo- 
tion of  hlended  joy  and  fear,  for  I  thought  I  saw  one  of  mj  own 
kind ;  but  this  illusion  did  not  last  long,  and  I  soon  reoognised  in 
the  strange  being  which  moved  in  my  direction  the  ape  known  as 
the  orang-outang. 

"  At  first  I  >Wllingly  suffered  it  to  approach,  until  finding  it 
was  not  alone,  but  followed  by  a  troop  I  may  justly  describe  as 
formidable,  I  fired  off  a  charge  of  powder,  which  set  them  all  fly- 
ing in  fear  and  confusion. 

"  Night  now  drew  near,  and  I  resolved  to  spend  it  upon  this 
coast.  I  made  no  fire,  from  a  fear  its  blaze  might  bring  down  upon 
Tne  the  orang-outangs,  and  I  discharged  a  few  more  shots  to  keep 
all  unwelcome  visitants  at  a  distance. 

"  I  had  occasion  to  remark,  also,  under  the  rocky  vault  where  1 
established  myself  for  the  night,  a  hideous  kind  of  bird,  whose 
manners  and  form  might  well  have  enabled  it  to  pass  for  one  of 
the  harpies  of  the  ancient  fable,  and  which  sucks  the  blood  of  the 
persons  it  finds  asleep — I  mean  the  enormous  bat  known  as  the 
vampire.  I  fired  two  or  three  times,  to  get  rid  of  such  disagreeable 
neighbours,  for  several  of  them  were  flying  about,  uttering  the  most 
discordant  cries.  You  may  be  sure  I  did  not  sleep  very  soundly 
under  those  circumstances;  and  every  time  I  awoke,  I  heard 
among  the  bushes  which  covered  the  rock  an  ominous  sound  of 
beaks  and  wings,  in  testimony  that  my  horrid  companions  were 
not  far  distant. 

"  I  rose  at  break  of  day,  and  gladly  took  leave  of  the  spot, 
which  I  christened  Vampire  Island. 

"  The  region  which  next  greeted  my  delighted  gaze  was  of  a 
very  different  appearance  to  those  I  had  previously  coasted.  Its 
landscapes  were  made  up  of  long  green  lawns,  shadowed  here  and 
there  by  gi*eat  clumps  of  lofty  palms ;  of  small  reedy  lakes,  on 
whose  margin  elephants  sported  ;  of  dense  tufts  of  cactuses  of  all 
kinds,  loaded  with  flowers  and  fruits,  on  which  enormous  rhino- 
ceroses were  feeding,  without  appearing  to  dread  their  dangerous 
thorns ;  and  of  fresh  thickets  of  mimosa,  whose  tender  tops  the 
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gigantic  giraffe  devoured,  as  goats  might  have  browsed  on  a  simple 
bosh. 

'^  Never  had  the  work  of  creation  appeared  to  me  so  grand  oi 
impressive  as  it  was  now  revealed  before  my  wondering  eyes.  1 
admired  the  wisdom  of  the  Divine  Author  of  all  things,  who  had 
willed  that  so  many  different  beings —  so  many  great  and  terrible 
animals — should  obtain  their  daily  food  in  this  vast  solitude  ;  and 
the  thought  sustained  my  courage,  and  appeared  to  me  a  guarantee 
of  the  success  of  my  enterprise. 

"  *  Thou  wilt  not  permit,  0  my  God,'  I  exclaimed,  with  a  senti- 
ment of  sincere  faith ;  *  Thou  wilt  not  permit  a  human  being  to 
perish  for  want  of  succour,  when  Thy  beneficent  hand  is  extended 
over  all  the  animals  of  the  desert ! ' 

"  And  I  rowed  with  redoubled  strength  and  courage,  while  my 
eyes,  with  increased  confidence,  swept  the  horizon  in  every  direc- 
tion in  search  of  the  Smoking  Rock. 

"  I  resumed  my  voyage ;  and,  again  beguiled  by  the  agreeable 
and  picturesque  appearance  of  a  river  which  poured  its  waters  into 
a  tranquil  cove,  I  resolved  to  trace  its  course  for  a  mile  or  two. 
The  water  rippled  gently  about  my  oars.  Nothing  indicated  the 
presence  of  any  formidable  danger  :  there  were  neither  serpents  on 
the  banks  nor  vultures  above  my  head.  I  was  calmly  enjoying  the 
freshness  of  the  scene  and  its  infinite  loveliness,  when  suddenly 
there  appeared  before  me  a  long  throat,  armed  with  strong  sharp 
teeth,  and  rising  slowly  above  the  surface  of  the  waves.  It 
expanded  itself  to  the  utmost  extent  of  its  elasticity,  as  if  it 
would  fain  have  swallowed  at  a  single  gulp  me,  my  cajack,  and 
my  oars. 

"  Instinctively  I  measured  the  capacity  of  those  enormous  jaws. 
I  understood  the  nature  of  my  peril ;  and  without  pausing  for  a 
moment's  reflection  —  the  whole  affair  could  not  have  lasted  a 
second  —  I  seized  one  of  my  oars,  and  dealt  so  heavy  and  well- 
directed  a  blow  on  the  monster's  snout  that  it  disappeared, 
stunned  :  a  long  track  of  blood  on  the  surface  of  the  water  showed 
that  I  had  inflicted  no  trifling  wound. 

"  I  did  not  continue  my  excursion  up  the  river,  for  two  other 
monsters  of  the  same  kind  were  already  raising  their  heads  to 
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blouk  up  my  path.  Tliuy  were  alligators,  as  you  will  hare 
guouHOil,  anri  tlic  most  terrible  upucieB  of  their  geniu ;  fortnnately, 
their  voracity  is  uouiiterpoiHeil  by  a  natural  slothfuluesi,  which 
confines  them  tu  the  localities  where  they  were  borii.  The  alli- 
gator waits  for  its  prey,  ami  rarely  goes  in  search  of  it.  All  that 
it  knows  is  tu  keep  itself  uoncealod  beneath  the  waturn,  and  to  rise 
opportunely  lU  the  nionient  boiiiu  imprudent  fisheroiau  passes  br 
the  place  of  its  retreat. 

"  niiiH  I  hnil  cecapeil  a  Ktcat  dan^rer ;  hut  another  await«d  me 
in  tho  s.imo  voyage. 

"  At  a  .short  ilistttnec  from  what  I  may  cull  AUiyalor  Rivtr,  I 
remarked,  as  I  coasted  along,  a  small  wood  whose  trees  ware 
tenanteil  by  the  rarest  binU,  and  birds  of  the  most  beautiful 
plunia^re.  Tliesi;  wpru  lyras  (or  harp-birds),  parroquets,  humming- 
birds,  birds  of  pariiilise  —  in  u  word,  a  complete  pothering  of  the 
most  splenilidly-dw'oruted  dcni/eiis  .it  the  New  World.  I  could 
not  resist  the  desiiu  of  uppruacliing  nearer.  I  landed,  moored  my 
enjnck  to  the  shore,  and  ran  towards  the  woi>d,  holding  on  my 
wrist  my  eagle,  inihooded.  I  let  him  loose,  and  he  rctnmed  with 
.1  superb  parroijiiet,  whose  lianic-coloui-od  feathers  sparkled  in  tho 
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Bun.  Hut  while  1  was  busy  exumining  it,  I  heanl  behind  me  a 
gentle  rustling  on  the  gravel.  I  thought  it  was  probably  a  tortoise, 
or  some  other  crustacean,  dragging  itself  along  the  shore,  and 
turned  without  any  suspicion.  It  was  time.  A  few  paces  in  my 
rear  stood  s  great  striped  tiger,  with  yawning  jaws,  preparing  to 
spring  upon  mo. 
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"  I  vian  Htruck  by  a  sudden  stupor ;  a  mist  swam  before  my 
eyes ;  and  so  completely  had  tenor  paralyzed  my  cnergncH,  I  could 
scarcely  raise  my  gun.  It  would  have  been  all  over  with  me,  but 
that  my  brave  eagle,  comprehending  my  danger,  dashed  baldly  at 
the  tiger's  head,  checked  itfi  leap,  and  began  to  dig  at  itii  eyes  with 
persistent  ardour. 

"  The  succour  saved  me.  It  gave  me  time  to  discbargo  a  gun 
into  my  enemy's  Hanks,  and  two  pistol-shots  fired  straight  into  its 
open  mouth  brought  it  to  the  ground.     But,  alas  !  my  victory  was 


clouded  by  a  moHt  fatal  catastrophe.  My  poor  eaglo  Tell  at  the 
same  moment  as  its  vanquished  foe,  torn  to  pieces  by  the  tiger's 
formidable  claws.  I  picked  it  up,  weeping,  and  carried  it  to  my 
cajack,  that  I  might  afterwards  embalm  it,  and  place  it  in  our 


"  With  sorrowful  emotion  I  quitted  this  fatal  sjiot ;  but  God's 
visible  providence  in  rescuing  mo  from  a  peril  whoso  full  extent  I 
could  scarcely  calculate,  diverted  my  gloomy  tlionghts,  and  the 
warm  glow  of  hope  gradually  returned.  I  don  bled  a  small  head- 
land ;  and  lo,  from  the  summit  of  some  gray  and  rugged  rocks 
which  lined  the  shore,  I  perceived  a  light  whirling  column  of  smoko 
ascending  towards  heaven  t 

"  At  the  sight  my  heart  beat  quickly  with  a  lively  emotion  of 
joy.     All  my  anticipations  were  realized.     Yonder  was  the  Smok- 
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ing  Rock,  and  I  was  about  to  taste  the  happiness  of  saving  a 
fellow-creatare. 

*'  Immediately  I  tnraed  my  boat  in  the  direction  of  the  long- 
desired  signal,  which  at  last  was  revealed  to  my  straining  gaze. 
After  carefully  threading  my  way  through  a  labyrinth  of  rocks,  I 
contrived  to  make  the  shore,  and  reached  in  safety  a  kind  of  ele- 
vated platform,  where  I  perceived  a  human  being.  It  was  tbe 
first  strange  face  on  which  my  eyes  had  looked  for  ten  long  years. 
You  will  remember,  I  doubt  not,  your  feelings  three  days  ago, 
when  introduced  to  a  new  companion  of  misfortithe :  such  were  my 
feelings  on  this  memorable  occasion. 

^*  At  the  noise  I  made  in  approaching,  the  individual,  who  was 
engaged  in  feeding  a  large  fire,  arose,  perceived  me,  uttered  a  cry 
of  joy  and  surprise ;  then,  joining  her  hands,  she  waited,  with  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  heavens,  until  I  addressed  her :  for  though  she  was 
attired  in  the  dress  of  a  naval  officer,  her  exclamation  and  the  deli- 
cacy of  her  features  convinced  me  she  was  a  woman.  I  halted, 
therefore,  at  about  ten  yards  from  her,  and  recalling  to  my 
memory  all  I  knew  of  English,  I  said,  in  a  voice  choked  with 
emotion, — 

"  *  I  am  the  liberator  sent  to  you  by  Qt>d :  I  have  received  the 
albatross's  message.' 

"Probably  I  pronounced  these  words  very  badly,  for  at  first 
Miss  Jenny  did  not  understand  them.  I  repeated  them,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  we  comprehended  each  other  sufficiently  well  to 
exchange  a  number  of  questions  and  replies.  Where  words  failed 
us,  we  supplied  the  deficiency  by  gesture,  look,  and  tone. 

"  I  spoke  to  our  new  sister  of  the  chateau  of  Tent -Town,  the 
bay  of  Falcon's  Nest,  our  shipwreck,  our  ten  years'  life  upon  the 
island,  where  we  had  introduced  a  semi-European  civilization ;  and 
she,  on  the  other  hand,  related  to  me  the  story  of  her  early  years, 
the  catastrophe  which  had  thrown  her  on  a  desolate  shore,  and 
her  existence  in  the  region  of  the  Smoking  Bock.  And  the  inci- 
dents she  narrated  will,  I  assure  you,  furnish  my  father  with  some 
interesting  pages  for  his  journal  in  the  forthcoming  winter. 

*^  Thus  we  became,  all  at  once,  brother  and  sister  :  community 
of  misfortune  supplied  the  place  of  the  ties  of  blood. 
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"  Miss  Jenuy  gracefully  invited  ine  to  supper ;  after  which  we 
retired  for  the  night — I  to  my  cajack  moored  upon  the  beach,  and 
she  to  a  resting-place  which,  from  fear  of  wild  animals,  she  had 
contrived  among  the  branches  of  a  tree. 

*'  Next  morning  we  accosted  each  other  smiling.  Miss  Jenny 
had  already  prepared  our  breakfast,  which  consisted  of  fruits  and 
broiled  fish. 

^^  As  soon  as  our  repast  was  at  an  end,  I  persuaded  Miss  Jenny 
to  take  a  seat  in  my  cajack,  in  the  fore  part  of  which  I  had  placed 
all  the  curious  objects  the  industrious  young  maiden  had  manu- 
factured with  her  own  hands. 

*'  We  set  out ;  but  an  accident  having  occurred  to  my  tiny 
barque,  we  were  obliged  to  put  in  at  the  island  you  have  named 
Felicity  Isle,  There  I  left  Miss  Jenny,  who,  before  she  would 
present  herself  to  a  strange  family  in  male  attire,  insisted  on  my 
obtaining  my  father's  permission. 

"  I  yielded  to  her  scruples,  and,  having  repaired  my  canoe, 
made  for  our  usual  quarters.  It  was  then  I  fell  in  with  you; 
and,  mistaking  you  for  piratical  savages,  enacted  the  little  comedy 
which  caused  you  a  few  minutes'  uneasiness." 

"  Capital !  capital ! "  shouted  Rudly,  when  Frederick  had  con- 
cluded his  narrative.  **  But  we  have  now  to  hear  our  sister's 
history." 

Frederick  was  about  to  begin  the  tale,  to  which  he  had  already 
referred  as  of  peculiar  interest,  when  I  checked  him,  and  advised 
he  should  first  take  a  little  repose. 

For  his  exciting  narrative  had  carried  us  much  further  into  the 
night  than  any  one  of  us  could  have  believed.  On  looking  at  my 
watch,  I  found  it  was  already  past  midnight.  It  is  true,  every 
auditor  was  "  wide  awake;"  but  as  we  should  be  called  upon  to 
execute  on  the  morrow  some  laborious  tasks,  which  we  could  not 
satisfactorily  perform  after  a  night  spent  in  listening  to  such  inte- 
resting adventures,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  adjourn  to  another 
occasion  the  conclusion  so  much  desired  by  all.  My  decision  was 
not  very  well  received ;  but  when  my  young  family  were  once  con- 
vinced it  was  final,  they  conformed  to  it,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
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every  one  Iiail  retivcil  to  his  resting-place  for  the  night — eome  on 

board  the  pinnace,  mid  others  on  the  shore. 

Next  Uay,  when  all  the  family  had  reassembled  at  breakfast,  our 
conversation  turned  on  the  dangers  Frederick  had  inunrred  in  his 
heroic  enterprise,  and  the  courage  he  had  displayed  under  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  difficulty.  Hence  we  wore  naturally  led  tn 
speak  of  the  promised  narrative  of  Miss  Jenny's  adventures ;  and  I 
was  obliged  to  consent  to  its  being  told  as  a  kind  of  prologue  to 
the  <lay'a  occupations.  We  would  fain  have  listened  to  it  from 
Miss  Jenny's  own  lips ;  but  she  was  so  timid,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  impetuous,  thnt  it  was  difficult  to  keep  her  attention 
cbaineil  to  any  one  subject  beyond  a  few  moments.  She  went  and 
came  like  a  butterfly  ;  now  attending  to  the  fire  or  discharging 
sonic  domestic  duty,  and  now  bestowing  a  caress  on  lior  adopted 
mother  or  playing  one  of  her  brothers  an  amusing  trick.  Frede- 
rick WHS  thcret'oru  invited  to  net  as  her  chronicler,  and  he  com- 
uiciiccd  an  follows  ;  — 

Mrss  Jessv'h  Narrative. 

<n  as  I  bad  contrived  to   understand 

new  sister,   I  asked   liei-  by  what 

ics  of  strange  events  she  had  been 

J  transiwrted  to  the  desert  coast  where  I 

!  had  discovered  her. 

"  She  informed  me  that  she  was 
rn  in  India,  but  of  English  parents, 
^r  father,  after  having  served  for  some 
years  as  major  in  a  British  regiment, 
had  obtuinp<i  the  command  of  an  impoilant  post  in  the  possessions 
of  Great  Britain. 

"  Governor  Montrose  (for  such  was  the  name  of  Jenny's  father") 
had  hail  the  minfortune  to  lose  his  wife  a  few  years  after  his  mar 
ringe.  This  loss  had  deeply  afflicted  him,  and  all  his  alTwtions 
had  necessarily  centred  in  his  only  child.  Miss  Jenny  was  only 
seven  years  old  when  her  mother  died.  The  governor  himself 
undertook  the  education  of  his  daughter,  and  in  the  leisure  occa- 
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Bionally  left  him  by  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  applied  himself  to 
the  development  in  his  beloved  daughter  of  the  precious  qualities 
with  which  Nature  had  endowed  her.  Not  content  with  enriching 
her  mind  with  all  the  knowledge  British  civilization  had  natural- 
ized in  India ;  not  content  with  fitting  his  daughter  to  shine  in 
the  drawing-room,  and  to  become  an  ornament  of  the  world  of 
fashion,  he  wished  also  to  make  her  a  strong  and  robust  woman, 
capable  of  facing  and  conquering  a  danger.  Such  was  Miss  Jenny's 
education  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen ;  she  could  handle  a  gun  as 
well  as  a  needle ;  she  was  as  thoroughly  at  home  on  horseback, 
galloping  over  the  plains,  as  in  hor  father's  reception-rooms,  where 
her  graceful  address  and  elegant  manners  must,  T  am  sure,  have 
been  the  theme  of  universal  admiration. 

"  Governor  Montrose,  having  been  promoted  to  a  colonelcy, 
received  orders  to  retuni  to  England  with  a  battalion  of  his 
regiment.  This  circumstance  forced  him  to  sepaiate  from  his 
daughter,  as  the  rules  of  discipline  did  not  allow  of  women  on  board 
a  ship  of  the  line  in  time  of  war ;  he  dispatched  her  for  England, 
however,  almost  at  the  same  time  as  himself,  on  board  another 
vessel,  whose  captain  was  one  of  his  friends,  and  which  would 
be  making  the  voyage  without  stopping  at  any  intermediate 
ports. 

"  The  veteran  wept  much  at  parting  from  his  beloved  cliiKl ; 
he  imagined  all  the  dangers  of  a  long  and  painful  voyage ;  and  it 
was  not  until  he  had  eagerly  recommended  Jenny  to  the  watchful 
care  of  his  friend  the  captain,  that  he  could  resolve  upon 
abandoning  to  the  waves  of  ocean  all  that  he  held  dearest  in  the 
world. 

"  The  early  days  of  her  voyage  were  most  happy  ;  but  a  terrible 
tempest  then  arose,  which  drove  the  ship  far  out  of  her  course, 
and,  after  much  peril  and  suffering,  flung  her  upon  the  reefs  which 
bristle  round  this  very  island.  It  was  with  groat  difficulty  the 
crew  contrived  to  get  two  boats  afloat.  Tn  the  smaller  of  the  two 
was  placed  Miss  Jenny;  the  captain  took  the  command  of  the 
other.  Both  were  overloaded,  and  their  gunwales  were  on  a  level 
with  the  waves.  A  fresh  outbreak  of  the  violent  hurricane  sepa- 
rated them.     Miss  Jenny  lost  sight  of  the  shallop  which  carried 
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her  friend,  the  captain  ;  and,  «fter  toemng  for  avhile  oa  tb«  angi? 
billows,  the  boat  io  which  ehe  herself  wm  placed  capuzed,  and  o( 
all  on  board  it  only  this  young  and  tender  maiden  reached  ibe 
shore  alive  !  The  waves  bore  ber,  half -fainting,  to  the  foot  of  the 
cliff  where  I  aftenvar^s  encountered  her. 


After  dragging  her  wtarj  limbs  al  ng  the  shore  to  a  sheltered 
corner,  Miss  Jenny  fell  aaleep  from  sheer  exhaustion  ,  nor  did  she 
awake  until  next  day  at  noon.  She  then  fell  into  a  state  of  ex- 
treme despondency,  ami  for  several  days  she  wandered  about  the 
shore,  the  victim  of  despair,  and  with  no  other  food  than  a  tew 
birds'  eggs,  which  she  found  in  the  hollows  of  the  rocks. 

"  Some  sailors'  clothes  having  been  cast  ashore,  she  proceeded 
to  attire  herself  in  a  jacket,  vest,  and  trousers,  and  in  one  of  the 
pockets  she  fortunately  found  a  small  tinder-box,  a  knife,  and  some 
other  useful  articles.  She  immediately  gathered  a  supply  of  tim- 
ber, carried  it  to  the  highest  summit  of  the  cliff,  and  there  kindled 
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a  fire,  which  she  never  afterwards  suffered  to  die  out,  iu  the  hope 
that  some  ship  at  sea  might  perceive  the  sigmil,  and  come  to  her 
assistance. 

*'  Tou  can  imagine  for  yourselves  the  misery  endured  hy  Miss 
Jenny  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  her  solitude.  She  was  called  upon 
to  contend  with  the  horrors  of  famine  and  all  the  dangers  of  the 
desert.  How  she  rejoiced  then,  in  the  semi-masculine  education 
which  her  father  had  given  herl  Her  sporting  habits  had  de- 
veloped in  her  a  courage  and  a  resolution  above  her  sex,  and  she 
began  immediately,  with  a  view  to  self-preservation,  to  display  that 
activity  and  energy  she  had  previously  brought  to  bear  only  on  the 
pursuit  of  pleasure. 

"  She  took  a  calm  survey  of  her  position,  and  then  turning  to- 
wards heaven  with  a  confidence  and  a  resignation  full  of  faith  and 
sincerity,  she  committed  herself  to  the  hands  of  God,  and  reposed  in 
His  almighty  care.  She  built  for  herself  a  hut ;  she  fished,  she 
hunted,  she  tamed  birds — among  others  the  cormorant,  whose  skill 
as  an  angler  you  have  witnessed,  and  several  albatrosses,  to  which 
she  confided  her  frail  hope  of  eventual  deliverance ; — in  a  word,  she 
lived  alone,  and  with  no  assistance  but  what  she  derived  from  her 
own  enei^es,  for  three  years." 

Frederick  paused ;  his  eyes  naturally  rested  on  the  heroine  of 
his  stoiy,  who  could  ill  dissemble  the  trouble  and  embarrassment 
from  which  she  suffered.  I  put  an  end  to  this  silent  and  painful 
scene  by  saying  : — 

"  Thus,  my  child,  we  see  in  you  a  new  proof  of  the  great  truth, 
that  the  hand  of  God  is  ever  stretched  forward  to  assist  the  un- 
fortunate. What  you  have  done  for  three  years,  a  poor  Swiss 
family  have  done  for  ten,  and  the  Divine  support  has  failed  neither 
you  nor  me." 

I  allowed  a  short  interval  for  the  comments  naturally  provoked 
by  Miss  Jenny's  narrative.  But  as  I  had  previously  resolved  that 
this  day  should  be  a  day  of  labour,  I  soon  gave  the  signal,  and 
everybody  set  to  work.  The  lime- manufacture  had  succeeded;  I 
submitted  several  fragments  to  the  ordeal  of  water,  and  found  them 
of  excellent  quality. 
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I  had  not  forgotten  my  discovery  of  the  soda  plant,  and  collect- 
ing a  tolerably  large  quantity,  I  burned  it,  and  carefully  carried 
away  the  ashes  to  convert  them  into  alkaline  salt. 

Miss  Jenny  lent  us  important  assistance  throughout  our  day's 
toil,  and  I  observed  with  pleasure  that  her  activity,  and  the  frank 
gaiety  with  which  she  addressed  my  sons,  insensibly  put  to  flight  the 
somewhat  unfavourable  sentiment  one  or  two  of  them  liad  at  first 
entertained  towards  her.  I  began  to  hope  that  she  would  become 
for  them  a  veritable  sister. 

Towards  evening,  the  pinnace  had  received  on  board  its  entire 
cargo,  and  we  spoke  seriously  of  our  return  to  Tent- Town. 

The  poetic  descriptions  we  had  given  of  the  salt-grotto,  the 
marvellous  things  we  had  related  of  the  aerial  castle  of  Falcon's- 
Nest,  and  of  the  enchanting  scenery  in  whose  midst  it  was  reared, 
had  inspired  Miss  Jenny  with  an  eager  curiosity  to  judge  for  her- 
solf  of  all  these  marvels. 

We  raised  anchor  next  day,  at  early  dawn.  The  sail  of  the 
pinnace  was  unfurled  to  a  fresh  and  favourable  wind,  and  Fred- 
erick's cajack,  in  which  Fritz  had  placed  himself  by  his  brother's 
side,  led  the  way,  ])iloting  us  through  the  reefs  and  sandbanks. 
When  we  ^Yere  off  Prospect  Hill,  I  proposed  to  put  ashore  for 
awhile,  and  make  a  descent  on  our  farmyard.  Frederick  and  his 
young  brother  asked  my  permission  to  continue  their  voyage,  that 
they  might  prepare  for  our  reception  at  Tent-Town.  To  this  I 
consented;  they  set  out;  and  we  landed  at  the  foot  of  Prospect  Hill. 

We  found  the  fann  in  excellent  order.  Miss  Jenny,  who  for 
three  years  had  seen  no  human  habitation,  could  not  refrain  from 
a  cry  of  wonder  and  delight,  and  my  wife,  with  much  pride,  showed 
her  the  colonics  of  cocks  and  hens,  and  ducks  and  geese,  she  had 
established,  and  which  had  prospered  so  far  beyond  our  warmest 
hopes. 

The  young  girl  joined  in  the  good  mother's  pleasure  with  a 
sincerity  and  an  intelligence  which  foreshadowed  an  able  house- 
keeper. 

We  re -embarked  on  board  our  pinnace,  and  from  Prospect  Hill 
stretched  across  to  Shark  Island,  where  the  Angora  rabbits  yielded 
us,  in  i)assing,  an  abundant  provision  of  their  fine  silky  hair.  From 
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Shark  Island  we  made  straight  for  the  Tent-Town  coast,  and  had 
hardly  come  in  sight  of  it  before  we  were  saluted  with  a  discharge 
of  ten  guns ;  a  compliment  on  the  part  of  Frederick  and  Fritz 
much  appreciated  by  the  family.  Only  Dr.  Ernest  could  not  help 
regretting  that  the  salute,  instead  of  ten  guns,  had  not  consisted  of 
an  unequal  number. 

"  It  is  wholly  contrary  to  rule,"  said  he,  magisterially,  "  and 
shows  that  our  artillerists  are  not  well  up  ii>  the  regulations  of  the 
service.  Otherwise,  they  would  have  known  that  an  even  number 
of  guns  is  never  fired  in  a  salute." 

Our  young  philosopher  was  right  enough  in  his  remark,  but  it 
was  not,  we  must  own,  a  matter  of  much  importance,  and  I  could 
think  of  no  better  way  of  repairing  the  error  our  gunners  had  com- 
mitted than  by  replying  with  a  salvo  of  eleven  guns.  Ernest  and 
^Rudly  undertook  this  duty,  and  discharged  it  in  a  manner  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  veteran  soldiers. 

Soon  after  the  last  echoes  of  our  cannon  had  died  away,  we  saw 
Fritz  and  Frederick  coming  to  meet  us  in  their  canoe.  They  re- 
ceived us  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay,  as  the  limits  of  their  territory, 
and  we  followed  them  to  the  shore;  but  they  landed  before  us,  in 
order  to  assist  in  the  general  disembarkation. 

At  the  moment  Miss  Jenny  put  her  foot  upon  the  sand,  we  all 
gave  utterance  to  a  shout  of  welcome,  and  Frederick,  approaching 
her  like  a  gallant  chevalier,  presented  his  hand,  st,nd  led  her  to  the 
gallery  in  front  of  our  grotto. 

There  a  novel  spectacle  awaited  us ;  in  the  centre  of  the  gallery 
was  placed  a  table,  covered  with  all  the  fruits  our  island  {produced. 
Ananas,  figs,  guavas,  oranges,  rose  in  fragrant  pyramids,  either  on 
broad  green  leaves  or  in  our  calabash  dishes.  All  the  vessels  of 
our  home-manufacture,  cocoa-cups,  ostriches'  eggs  mounted  on 
turned  pedestals,  urns  of  painted  porcelain  ;  all  these  were  filled 
with  hydromel,  Canary  wine,  and  fresh  milk,  while  a  great  dish  of 
fish,  and  a  roast  turkey  stuffed  with  truffles,  formed  the  solid  por- 
tion of  the  repast ;  finally,  a  double  garland  of  leaves  and  flowers 
was  suspended  above  the  table,  supportinp^  H  medallion,  o.n  which 
might  be  read  in  large  vermilion  letters : — 

"  Long  Live  Miss  Jenny  Montrose  !  '* 

43 
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It  was  a  complete  festival,  and  as  magnificent  a  reception  as 
could  be  devised  under  the  circumstances. 

Miss  Jenny  sat  at  table  between  me  and  my  wife,  und  Ernest 
and  Rudly  were  seated  next ;  but  our  artillerists  refused  to  take 
their  places  :  with  a  napkin  under  their  arms,  they  waited  upon  us, 
and  by  the  activity  they  displayed,  and  their  attention  in  antici- 
pating our  wants,  endeavoured  to  invest  the  little  family  f^te  they 
)md  improvised  with  all  the  attraction  of  which  it  was  susceptible. 
The  most  poetical  and  high-flown  toasts  were  duly  proposed  and 
honoured,  and  Miss  Jenny's  name  occupied  a  foremost  place  in  all 
our  discourses  of  future  happiness. 

From  the  dinner- table  we  passed  into  the  interior  of  the  grotto, 
where  an  apartment  was  provided  for  our  young  companion  by  the 
side  of  her  adopted  mother.  Miss  Jenny  never  wearied  of  admir- 
ing what  she  called  our  riches,  and  expressed  again  and  again  her 
astonishment  that  four  youths  and  one  adult  could  have  accomplished 
so  many  wonders.  We  conducted  her  also  into  the  kitchen-garden, 
the  just  pride  and  the  object  of  the  special  predilection  of  my  goo<l 
Elizabeth :  we  showed  her  the  vineyard,  and  the  hot-house  ;  there 
was  not  a  comer  of  our  Tent- Town  territory  which  was  not  pointeil 
out  to  the  young  stranger.  At  length,  when  we  had  sufficiently 
rested  ourselves,  we  undertook  a  journey  en  famille  to  Falcon 's- 
Nest.  The  castle  in  the  tree  showed  signs  of  the  neglect  it  had 
for  some  time  experienced,  and  we  passed  a  whole  week  in  repair- 
ing it  and  putting  it  in  order. 

We  next  repaired  to  Woodlands,  to  gather  in  our  rice  and  other 
crops ;  for  the  season  was  rapidly  advancing,  and  some  unexpected 
showers  had  already  warned  us  of  the  necessity  we  were  under  of 
storing  up  our  winter  supplies.  Miss  Jenny,  during  our  harvest 
operations,  showed  an  amount  of  intelligence  and  good  will  which 
rendered  her  assistance  doubly  valuable :  in  a  word,  everybody 
worked  with  so  much  earnestness  that  everything  was  finished 
before  the  rains  and  winds  assumed  a  decided  character,  and  com- 
pelled us  to  close  our  gates.  Ten  years  had  thoroughly  accustomed 
us  to  the  terrible  winters  of  these  countries,  and  it  was  with  a 
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reeling  of  melancholy  rather  tbaa  alarm  that  we  witnessed  iheii 
arrival.  Yet  the  sea,  convuUed  to  its  very  deptha,  the  wuid,  the 
thunder,  the  tightniDg,  all  combined  to  increase  the  horror  of  a 
crittis  which  might  almost  be  taken  Tor  a  revolution  of  Nature. 

We  had  reserved  for  the  winter  sundry  indoor  occupations,  to 
which  our  young  companion  brought  the  aid  of  her  skill  and 
patience.  Miss  Jenny  excelled  in  those  labours  o(  the  fingers 
which  peculiarly  belong  to  her  Rex,  and  showed  us  how  to  plait 
straw,  and  reed,  and  grass,  of  which  she  wrought  a  variety  of  car- 
pets, screena,  hangings,  curtains,  and  similar  objects. 

Of  these  materials  and  in  this  manner  we  made  some  light  hats 
for  summer  wear,  and  even  game-bags,  not  less  suitable  for  use 
than  agreeable  to  the  eye. 

My  wife  was  enchanted  with  her  new  daughter,  whom  a  careful 
and  comprehensive  education  enabled  to  converse  scientifically  with 
Krnest ;  while,  as  for  the  other  tlirec  brothers,  and  Frederick 
especially,  they  found  in  Miss  Jenny's  acquirements  a  stimulus 
which  prevented  them  from  resting  liatisfied  with  mediocrity. 
Thus  her  presence  infused  a  new  spirit  of  activity  into  our  hybemal 
labours,  and  a  harmony  and  a  gaiety  in  which  they  had  previously 
been  deficient.  Jenny  had  become,  for  my  wife  and  myself,  a  fifth 
child ;  she  was  also  like  a  sister  to  our  sons. 


CONCLUSION. 


Ho  Fklnr  mtlng-pUca  > 


g.  T  is  with  a  thousand  different  nenEattont 
I  write  this  word — Gtmclvtion  ;  it  re- 
mIIb  to  my  mind  all  the  emotions  that 
'11  disturbed  it. 
Gfiil  is  great !     God  is  good ! 
Such  is  the  sentiment  which  preTails 
ill  ray  grateful  heart  above  every  other ! 
I  have  Euch    infinite  need    to    render 
thanksgivings  unto  Providence  !     Ma; 
the  reader  tlicieCore  pardon  me  the  confused  and  broken  manner  in 
which  I  terminate  mv  protracted  narrative. 
I  resume  the  thiead  of  our  adventures. 

It  Has  now  the  end  of  tlie  rainy  season;  st  least,  the  stonna 
had  grown  weaker  and  occurred  at  longer  intervals  ;  the  wind  had 
lost  its  violence,  and  the  broad  azure  gleams  which  broke  through 
the  sky's  poll  of  gloomy  cloud  announced  to  us  that  summer  was 
at  hand.  Our  pigeons  quitted  the  pigeonry,  and  we  ourselves 
were  soon  able  to  throw  open  the  door  of  our  grotto,  and  termi- 
nate the  seclusion  to  which  we  had  been  condemned  for  upwards 
of  three  months. 

Our  first  cares  were  devoted  to  our  various  estates,  which  tlic 
rains,  as  usual,  had  considerobly  damaged. 

First,  we  put  in  order  the  kitchen-ffarden,  and  the  environs  of 
our  grotto;  after  wliicb  wc  bethought  ourselves  of  our  more  distant 
possessions.     Frederick  and  Rudly  proposed  to  make  a  descent 
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upon  Shark  Island,  and  satisfy  themselves  that  the  winter  hurri- 
canes had  not  overthrown  our  military  works.  I  consented,  and 
they  set  out  in  the  cajack. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  we  had  agreed  upon  various 
sigpials  by  whose  means  a  communication  could  be  maintained 
between  Tent- Town' and  Shark  Battery.  A  flag  hoisted  was  a 
sign  that  all  went  well  in  the  island ;  and  two  guns,  fired  at  a 
brief  interval,  indicated  that  something  had  been  discovered  out 
at  sea. 

My  sons,  after  having  inspected  the  interior  of  the  fort,  and 
satisfied  themselves  that  no  very  serious  damage  had  been  caused 
by  the  hurricanes  of  winter,  addressed  themselves  to  the  task  of 
surveying  the  ocean,  with  a  view  of  discovering  whether  anything 
was  visible  in  the  horizon ;  on  the  coast  they  saw  more  than  one 
tree  uprooted,  but  no  sign  of  a  stranded  whale  or  other  marine 
monster.  Then  they  tested  the  good  condition  of  the  guns,  by 
firing  off  several  charges  of  powder,  displaying,  in  this  respect, 
none  of  the  economy  I  had  urged  upon  them  in  the  use  of  our  war 
munitions. 

But  what  was  their  astonishment,  what  their  emotion,  when,  at 
the  end  of  two  or  three  minutes,  they  heard  three  reports  of  a 
cannon,  in  the  distance,  replying  to  their  signals!  They  knew 
they  were  not  mistaken,  for  a  faint  gleam  towards  the  west  had 
preceded  each  discharge.  At  that  moment  the  two  brothers 
grasped  each  other's  hands  with  mingled  feelings  of  joy,  hope,  and 
doubt;  and  both,  in  a  half-choked  voice,  exclaimed,  "Men !  men!" 
After  a  brief  consultation  on  what  they  should  do  next,  they 
resolved  to  quit  the  island  immediately,  and  inform  us  of  the 
surprising  incident. 

To  leap  into  the  cajack,  and  put  to  sea,  was  the  work  of  a 
second.  The  frail  skifif  scarcely  seemed  to  touch  the  water,  she 
glided  along  with  such  inconceivable  swiftness. 

We  had  heard  the  cannons  firing,  and  our  excited  curiosity  had 
taken  us  down  to  the  shore,  where  we  were  standing  when  the  two 
brothers  appeared. 

*' Ho,  there!  what  is  the  matter?"  I  shouted  as  loudly  as  I 
was  able ;  but  they  were  so  overpowered  by  the  importance  of  the 
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news  they  brought,  that  at  first  they  could  only  articulate,  "0 
father !  father !  "  Uttering  these  words,  they  threw  themselyes 
panting  into  my  arms.  Then  they  exclaimed,  "  Did  you  not  hear 
anything  ?  " 

"  Nothing,  except  the  signal-guns  which  you  have  been  firing 
with  an  utter  disregard  of  economy." 

"  Did  you  not  hear  three  guns  far  away  at  sea  ?  " 

"  No,  indeed." 

"  Well,  father,  ive  heard  them,  and  heard  them  as  plainly  as  we 
now  hear  your  voice." 

"  It  was  only  echo,"  interrupted  Ernest. 

lludly  was  piqued  at  the  remark,  and  resumed,  in  a  tone  of 
sharpness, — 

*'  No,  truly,  doctor,  it  was  not  echo ;  we  have  fired  guns  fre- 
quently enough  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  effect  of  the  echo  and 
reverberation  you  allude  to.  Wc  clearly  heard  three  guns,  and 
are  positive  they  were  fired  by  some  ship  or  ships  now  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  our  coasts." 

In  the  voice  of  the  young  man  there  was  a  truthfulness  and  a 
tone  of  conviction  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  reject 
entirely  the  idea  he  had  thrown  out.  The  discovery  of  a  shij)  was 
a  sufficiently  grave  incident  in  the  history  of  our  lives,  and  if  we 
longed  \vith  all  our  hearts  for  the  moment  that  should  re-unite 
between  man  and  us  the  relations  interrupted  for  so  many  years, 
it  was  necessary  that  we  should  meet  with  prudence  and  reserve 
an  event  whose  consequences  might  be  most  important. 

"  If  there  is  really  a  ship  ofif  our  shores,"  said  I,  "  who  knows 
w^hether  it  is  manned  by  Europeans  or  Malay  pirates !  Who 
knows  as  yet  whether  we  should  rejoice  or  mourn  at  its  advent; 
or  whether,  instead  of  making  preparations  for  a  festival,  \ve  ought 
not  rather  to  be  on  the  watch,  and  gird  ourselves  to  defend  our 
possessions  and  our  riches  against  a  troop  of  brigands  ?  " 

These  serious  considerations  checked  the  impetuous  and  unre- 
flecting joy  with  which  Frederick  and  his  brother  had  brought  the 
news  that  a  vessel  was  cruising  in  our  latitude.    My  first  resolution 
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was  to  organize  a  system  of  defence,  and  set  a  watch  that  the 
strangers,  whether  friends  or  enemies,  might  not  find  us  unpre- 
pared. We  divided  the  night  into  watches,  which  my  sons  and 
myself  took  in  turn, — keeping  guard  under  the  gallery  of  the 
grotto  against  any  surprise,  if  one  were  attempted.  But  the  night 
passed  by  without  any  disturbance.  In  the  morning,  a  storm  of 
wind  and  rain  blew  up  with  unwonted  violence,  and  lasted  two 
whole  days  and  nights  without  our  perceiving  any  sign  of  the  dis- 
covery which  had  become  the  object  of  all  our  thoughts. 

On  the  third  day  the  sun  reappeared.  Frederick  and  Rudly, 
full  of  impatience,  resolved  on  returning  to  Shark  Island  and 
signalling  anew.  I  consented,  but  instead  of  the  cajack  we  took 
the  periagua,  and  I  accompanied  them.  My  wife,  Jenny,  Eniest, 
and  Fritz  remained  in  the  grotto.  On  arriving  at  the  fort,  we 
hoisted  the  flag  to  satisfy  our  family  that  we  had  safely  accom- 
plished our  journey ;  and  Rudly,  who  would  never  endure  any 
delay,  immediately  set  himself  to  work  to  load  the  guns.  He 
fired  twice;  then  we  waited;  but  the  last  vibrations  of  the  reports 
had  hardly  died  away  along  the  rocks  before  we  heard  distinctly 
the  discharge  of  a  heavier  gun  than  any  of  ours,  in  the  direction 
of  Cape  Disappointment.  This  first  gun  was  followed  by  six 
others. 

Rudly  could  no  longer  restrain  his  joy. 

"  Men  !  Men  !  "  cried  he,  dancing  wildly  round  us,  "  Men, 
my  father  !     Are  you  satisfied  now  ?  '' 

His  enthusiasm  proved  infectious ;  it  communicated  itself  even 
to  me,  and  I  hoisted  immediately  both  our  flags,  as  a  signal  more 
easily  discernible  in  the  distance. 

We  then  returned  to  our  family,  who  awaited  us  on  the  shore. 
They  had  heard  nothing  of  the  seven  reports,  but  had  seen  our 
flags  waving  in  the  air,  and  eagerly  longed  for  circumstantial 
information. 

*'  Well,  well,"  they  all  exclaimed  at  once,  "  are  they  Europeans? 
Englishmen  ?     Is  it  a  merchant  vessel,  or  ship  of  war  ?  " 

We  had  not  much  to  say  in  satisfaction  of  all  this  impatience ; 
all  that  we  could  state  as  certain  was  the  presence  of  a  vessel  upon 
our  shores.      It  was  with  difficulty  I  could  make  my  children 
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listen  to  the  grave  and  even  gloomy  suggestions  which  my 
prudence  dictated.  They  would  not  look  upon  the  arrival  of  Uie 
Hhip  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  fortunate  event ;  and  Miss 
Jenny  especially,  giving  fnll  course  to  her  naive  imagination^ 
assured  us  that  it  was  certainly  her  father  come  in  search  of  her, 
and  that  Ood  himself  had  guided  him  to  our  island.  The  young 
girl's  pious  confidence  pleased  me  greatly ;  I  willingly  smiled  at 
her  anticipations,  but  could  not  believe  they  were  likely  to  be 
realized. 

I  gave  directions  that  all  tilings  should  be  put  in  order  in  the 
grotto ;  my  three  youngest  sons,  my  wife,  and  Miss  Jenny  set  oot 
for  Falcon's- Nest  with  our  cattle ;  and  t  and  Frederick  equipped 
the  cajack  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnaissance.  In  this 
separation  there  was  something  sorrowful  and  unaccustomed ;  my 
good  Elizabeth,  whom  age  rendered  less  trusting  than  our  children, 
could  not  restrain  her  tears,  and  over  and  over  again  she  made 
us  promise  to  exercise  the  greatest  caution  in  our  projected  ex- 
pedition. 

It  was  nearly  noon  when  we  put  to  sea.  At  first  we  followed 
up  the  coast-line,  but  without  making  any  discovery ;  the  waves 
which  rose  against  the  horizon,  and  which  our  imagination  clothed 
with  all  the  forms  suggested  by  our  hopes,  were,  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  only  sight  that  greeted  us.  It  was  a  momentary  illusion, 
which  the  first  breath  of  wind  scattered  into  foam.  Nevertheless, 
we  were  so  sure  of  having  heard  the  seven  guns,  that  we  did  not 
lose  our  courage,  and  continued  rowing  along  the  shore,  when, 
suddenly,  on  doubling  the  rocky  promontory  which  had  previously 
covered  us,  we  discovered  a  noble  European  vessel,  reposing 
majestically  on  her  anchors,  with  a  boat  alongside  of  her,  and 
recognized  her,  from  the  flag  flying  at  her  stem,  as  an  English 
ship. 

In  vain  should  I  attempt  to  express  the  emotions  which  then 
filled  our  hearts.  We  raised  our  hands  and  eyes  towards  heaven, 
and  in  this  simple  action  ascended  prayer  of  faith  and  grati- 
tude to  God.  Had  I  been  willing  to  trust  Frederick,  he  would 
have  flung  himself  into  the  water  and  swam  to  the  vessel ;  but  I 
detained  him,  representing  the  danger  into  which  his  impetuosity 
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might  plunge  him.   For,  in  truth,  we  had  no  evideDce  thnt 

the   ship   liefore   us   was  reully   English  ;    it   was  Tery       ^ 

pasaiblii  tbiil  Muluy  corsairH  hail  ha<l  ri 

Artful  Ktralngem,  uiiil  made  use  of  the  colours  of  a 

Kurnpean  natioti  to  carry  out  their  oefarioiLS  pro- 

jeL-ts  the  mure  oompletely,  and  b^uiliog  the 

iiiipruilent   but    unfortunate  victims   who 

truBt«d  to  the  well-known  flag. 

We   remained   in 
cove    from    whence 
had  di  ooverel  the  ship 
Ithough    hesa  en     ean 
was    a     ho  firs       a  e 


board  the  vessel. 
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Two  tents,  we  also  discoyered,  bad  been  erected  on  tbe  sbore ;  and 
tables  loaded  with  fniit,  joints  of  meat  roasting  before  immense 
fires,  and  men  moving  about  in  every  direction,  gave  to  the  whole 
scene  the  appearance  of  an  organized  camp.  Two  sentinels  paced 
to  and  fro  on  the  deck  of  the  ship,  and  the  moment  they  perceived 
us,  gave  information  to  the  captain,  who  immediately  came  upon 
the  quarter-deck,  and  directed  his  telescope  towards  us. 

**  They  are  Europeans !  "  cried  Frederick  ;  "  that  is  evident 
enough  I  Look  at  the  captain's  face  and  figure !  Malay  pirates 
would  be  copper-coloured,  and  besides,  would  hardly  be  attired  in 
an  English  uniform." 

Though  I  felt  that  Frederick's  remark  was  just,  I  did  not  feel 
completely  reassured.  We  still  hovered  about  the  bay,  manoeuver- 
ing  our  canoe  with  all  the  dexterity  we  were  capable  of.  We 
began  singing  one  of  our  national  songs,  and,  when  we  had  finished, 
I  shouted  tlirough  my  speaking-tube,  *'  Welcome !  brave  English- 
men ! " 

No  reply  was  made,  for,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  the  manoeuvres 
of  our  canoe,  and  our  strange  attire,  led  the  English  to  mistake  us 
for  savages.  The  captain  made  signs  for  us  to  approach,  holding 
out  knives,  scissors,  bead-necklaces,  and  similar  articles,  to  which 
the  rude  inhabitants  of  uncivilized  lands  are  usually  very  partial. 

We  laughed  at  the  mistake,  but  did  not  judge  proper  to  ad- 
vance ;  we  had  convinced  ourselves  of  the  friendly  dispositions  of 
our  new-comers,  but  wished  to  appear  before  them  with  greater 
pomp  and  dignity.  We  therefore  shouted  once  more  the  magic 
words,  "  Welcome,  Englishmen  I  "  that  they  might  understand  we 
had  recognized  them,  and  then  disappeared  with  all  the  swiftness 
we  could  put  into  our  oars.  The  joy  we  felt  redoubled  our 
energies ;  we  understood  that  the  morrow  would  inaugurate  a  new 
era  for  us,  and  that  the  limits  of  our  existence  would  be  doubled 
in  extent  from  the  moment  our  relations  with  our  kind  were 
renewed. 

We  landed  at  Falcon's-Nest,  where  our  dear  ones  awaited  us  on 
the  shore,  impatient  to  know  the  issue  of  our  expedition. 

Our  prudence  was  approved  ;  Miss  Jenny  alone,  animated 
with  a  strong  conviction  that  her  father  was  on  board  the  ship, 
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could  not  understand  our  reserve,  and  was  sorry  that  we  prolonged 
to  the  end  our  little  comedy.  My  wife,  on  the  other  hand, 
specially  praised  us  for  not  having  presented  ourselves  before 
strangers  in  so  petty  a  craft  as  the  cajack. 

"  That,  in  truth,"  said  she,  laughing,  "  would  have  been  to 
give  a  sorry  idea  of  our  forces,  and  of  the  importance  of  our  estab- 
lishment. You  must  take  the  handsomest  of  your  boats  on  sucli 
an  occasion,  that  the  English  captain  may  not  think  he  has  to  deal 
with  wretched  castaways !  " 

I  could  not  help  smiling  at  my  wife's  little  vanity :  however,  it 
was  decided  that,  next  morning,  the  pinnace  should  be  rigged,  and 
convey  all  the  family,  in  holiday  attire,  to  the  anchorage  of  the 
English  vessel. 

We  were  on  the  eve  of  too  gieat  and  important  an  event  not  to 
cherish  an  infinite  variety  of  projects.  Each  had  his  own,  and  all 
were  more  fantastic  and  more  extravagant  than  the  others.  I, 
without  sharing  the  enthusiasm  of  ray  young  companions,  was  not 
less  pre-occupied,  and  in  a  very  lively  manner,  by  the  probable 
consequences  of  the  step  we  were  about  to  take.  I  could  not  make 
up  my  mind  to  abandon  my  patriarchal  life — the  buildings  I  had 
erected — and  the  establishments  which  had  become  dear  to  me 
from  the  thought  and  labour  I  had  involved  ;  nor  did  my  wife  look 
forward  to  a  fresh  voyage  except  with  feelings  of  excessive  repug- 
nance. All  our  projects,  however,  were  as  yet  nothing  more  than 
dreams ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  we  had  to  ascertain  the  dispositions 
of  the  English  captain,  and  the  amount  of  assistance  he  might  be 
willing  to  afford  us. 

We  spent  a  whole  day  in  equipping  our  shallop,  and  loading  her 
with  presents  for  the  captain  :  we  considered  it  a  point  of  honour 
to  show  him  that  those  whom  he  had  taken  for  rude  savages  were 
not  unaccustomed  to  the  refinements  of  civilization. 

At  length  the  sun  rose,  and  we  set  sail;  the  weather  was  magni- 
ficent ;  we  unfurled  all  our  canvas ;  and  Frederick  preceded  us  in 
his  canoe  as  pilot.  My  wife  and  Jenny  were  attired  as  sailors ; 
Ernest,  Rudly,  and  Fritz  acted  as  the  crew ;  I,  myself,  was  seated 
at  the  helm.  We  had  loaded  our  cannons  and  muskets,  and,  by 
way  of  precaution,  had  arranged  on  the  cabin-deck  all  our  arms  of 
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attack  and  defence,  sworda,  pikes,  axes,  and  tbe  like.  We  relied 
upon  the  friendly  intentiona  of  the  EngliHh ;  but,  if  they  deceived 
u8,  were  prepared  to  sell  our  lives  very  dearly. 

As  Boon  as  we  got  near  enough  to  distinguish  the  vessel  clearly, 
a  sudden  emotion  thrilled  through  all  of  us ;  my  sons  were  silent 
with  expectation  and  delight. 

"  Hoist  the  English  flag  I "  I  shouted,  with  the  voice  of  a 
Steutor,  and  in  a  moment  an  ensign 
resembling  the  Umon  Jack  which  floated 
from  the  vessel  s  stern,  waved  from  the 
ma-st  head  of  our  pinnace 

If  we  had  become  conscious  of  an  ex 
traordinary  emotion  on  approaching  an 
KuTopean  vessel,  tbe  English  were  not 
less  abtouished  at  seeing  a  light  bark 
I  skimming  tbe  wavps  before  a  favourable 
wind  Had  they  been  pirates  it  is  pro 
bable  that  in  this  fir^t  moment  of  ctn 
fusion  we  might  have  taken  them  at  a  great  disadvantacre  But 
shouts  of  welcome  soon  arose  on  either  hide,  and  wo  exchanged  a 
senes  of  friendly  salutes  I  joined  Frederick  in  his  canoe  and 
rowed  toward'*  the  ship  to  pay  our  res-peels  To  its  commander 

He  receded  us  with  the  frankness  and  corbality  charaetenstic 
of  English  seamen  and  conducted  us  into  his  cabin,  w  liere  yver  a 
glass  of  nine,  v.e  cemented  our  newly  formed  allian<.e. 

I  related  to  him,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  history  of  our  ship- 
wreck, an<l  of  our  ten  years'  residence  upon  the  island.  I  abio 
spoke  to  him  of  Miss  Jenny,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  ever  beard 
of  Colonel  Montrose.  Not  only  did  our  captain  know  the  latter, 
but  it  was  part  of  his  instructions  to  cruise  in  these  latitudes, 
where  three  yesis  previously  the  ship  Dorcas,  on  board  o(  which 
the  governor's  daughter  bad  sailed,  was  euppo.seil  to  have  been  lost, 
and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  particulars  of  her  fate.  Conse- 
quently, he  showed  the  greatest  eagerness  to  see  the  young 
maiden,  and  to  bring  her  acquainted  with  the  good  news  of  which 
he  was  the  bearer. 

He  informed  us  that  a  hurricane  of  four  days'  duration  bad 
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driven  him  out  of  hi*  ccrarsie  fiT  ?T=i>?T  lii  X*ir  ^  r:i  Tr»  .«> 
and  had  forced  him  to  jnt  in  aiT  our  i^'-fci.::  t.  rrL-r-v  :  >  -t :;'":■*?*  -» 
wood  and  water.  **  You  mar  im^ie^e  my  fc<0L>"iarf^*  '  i-*  *»:: 
"  when  I  heard  your  two  sij^nal  pun*,  to  w?,;cr:  w*  h-  i^sr-fit-.f-'j 
replied.  Next  day,  frebh  firing  conn'nced  ti*  thai  n^  -*rr*'  ijot 
alone  upon  this  phore,  but  we  resolve*!  to  wait  until  ^Mii*  itr^nr- 
able  opportunity  arose  of  communicatingr  with  the  iiihabitasu. 
Judge  of  my  surprise  to  discover  here  an  organized  colony — aliu'^ 
a  maritime  power — whose  alliance  I  solicit,  in  the  name  of  the 
sovereign  and  people  of  Great  Britain." 

His  concluding  words  made  us  laugh  heartily,  and  we  cordially 
clasped  the  hand  which  Captain  Littleton  extended  to  us. 

Meanwhile,  the  remaining  members  of  my  family  were  on  b<^^»ard 
the  pinnace ;  we  took  leave  of  the  captain,  who,  ordering  his  gig 
to  be  manned,  speedily  followed  us,  and,  in  fact,  reached  our  boat 
nearly  as  soon  as  ourselves.  There  he  was  received  with  every 
demonstration  of  respect  and  friendship;  Miss  Jenny  literally 
jumped  with  joy  at  the  sight  of  a  countrjinan,  and  of  a  friend  who 
could  speak  to  her  of  her  father. 

The  captain  had  on  board  his  vessel  an  English  family,  who  had 
suffered  greatly  from  the  fatigue  of  the  voyage ;  it  was  that  of  Mr. 
Wolston,  a  distinguished  mechanist,  and  consisted  of  four  persons 
— the  father,  the  mother,  and  two  daughters. 

My  wife  begged  of  Mrs.  Wolston  to  come  on  shore,  and  pro- 
mised her  that  her  family  would  find  at  Tent-Town  a  variety  of 
comforts  not  to  be  obtained  on  board  ship.  Her  invitation  was 
accepted ;  we  took  leave  of  the  captain,  who  would  not  consent  to 
pass  a  night  awaiy  from  his  crew,  and  carried  with  us  the  Wolston 
family. 

My  readers  must  imagine  for  themselves  the  astonishment  of  the 
Wolstons  when  they  visited  our  various  establishments,  and  the 
pride  with  which  we,  on  our  part,  showed  them  Tent-Town  and 
the  grotto  of  salt,  the  giant-tree  of  Falcon's-Ncst,  Prospect  Hill, 
and  all  the  marvels  which  were  crowded  into  our  narrow  terri- 
tories. In  the  evening,  a  frugal  repast,  animated  by  the  frankest 
gaiety,  re-united  the  two  families  under  the  gallery  of  the  grottxi, 
and   my  wife  took  care  to  arrange,  in  the  int^^ior,  the  apart- 
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ments  and  the  beds  which  were  to  receive  oar  new  hosts  for  Uia 
night. 

Next  morninf!  Mr.  Wolaton  camo  to  lae,  and  affectionate]; 
prewing  my  hand, — 

"  My  friend,"  Baid  he,  "  I  cannot  express  to  you  all  the  admira- 
tion which  I  feel  at  the  wonders  you  have  realized  on  thou  shores. 
The  hand  of  God  has  been  with  you,  and  it  is  to  His  mercy  you 
owe  the  happiness  which  you  appear  to  enjoy,  afar  Irom  the  strife 
and  tumult  of  the  world — alone  with  your  beloved  family — sur- 
rounded by  all  the  riches  of  creation.  I  have  quitted  England  in 
search  of  a  place  of  rest ;  where  can  I  hope  to  find  a  more  perfect 
repose  than  in  this  lovely  region?  If  you  consent,  I  shall  esteem 
myself  the  most  fortunate  of  men  iu  being  able  to  settle  down  in  a 
oomer  of  your  domains." 

Mr.  Wolston's  proposal  was  what  I  had  secretly  but  ardently 
desired ;  I  hastened  to  accept  it,  and  to  assure  him  that,  instead  of 
the  corner  which  he  so  modestly  demanded,  I  was  only  too  rea«ly 
to  assign  to  him  onc-lialf  of  ray  patriarchal  empire. 

"  Pioviilence,"  I  said,  "  has  bestowed  upon  this  spot  all  its 
treasures  in  profuse  abundance,  and  two  families — nny,  half  a. 
hundred — might  easily  support  themselves  on  its  liberality.'' 

Mr,  Wolston  then  proceeded  to  inform  his  wife  and  daughters 
of  the  agreement  we  had  concluded,  while  I,  on  my  part,  conveyeil 
the  same  intimation  to  my  family ;  and  all  the  morning  was  con- 
secrated to  the  joy  and  pleasure  the  good  tidings  caused. 


oNsiDEKATiuNS  of  a  gravo  character,  how- 
vev,  did  not  cease  to  occupy  my  mind. 
The  ship  now  anchored  off  our  shores 
van  the  first  we  had  seen  for  a  perio<l 
of  ten  years ;  a  similar  period  might, 
and  pi'ohably  would  elapse,  before  we 
were  visited  by  another;  it  was  iiri- 
i^   portant,  therefore,  we  should  derive  all 
the  advantage  possible  from  an  oppor- 
tunity  which    might  justly  be  called 
providential.     In  other  words,  ought  we  to  rest  satisfied    with 
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allowing  Captain  Littleton  to  quit  our  shores,  wishing  him  simply 
a  successful  voyage  ? 

This  question  touched  the  dearest  interests  of  my  beloved 
family. 

My  wife  did  not  wish  to  retm-n  to  Europe ;  I  myself  was  too 
strongly  attached  to  my  patriarchal  life;  besides,  we  were  both 
growing  old,  and  fast  approaching  the  age  when  peril  and  chance 
and  change  cease  to  be  attractive,  and  all  ambitious  desires  give 
place  to  a  yearning  after  repose  and  tranquillity.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  our  children  were  young;  life  for  them  was  only 
beginning;  and  I  did  not  consider  myself  justified  in  depriving 
them,  from  a  feeling  of  selfish  affection,  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  coming  in  contact  with  civilized  society.  Miss 
Jenny,  too,  now  she  had  learned  that  her  father  was  in  England, 
could  not  conceal  her  anxiety  to  return  to  him.  I  regretted  the 
departure  of  this  amiable  young  lady,  and  yet  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  detain  her.  Finally,  I  resolved  to  discuss  the  matter  with 
my  children,  and  ascertain  their  inclinations.  I  spoke  to  them  o(t 
civilized  Europe,  of  the  resources  of  every  kind  offered  by  refined 
society,  and  asked  them  whether  they  would  rather  embark  with. 
Captain  Littleton,  or  see  themselves  doomed  to  spend  all  their 
lives  upon  our  island. 

Rudly  and  Ernest  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  remain  :  Ernest, 
the  man  of  science,  had  no  need  of  the  world  while  he  could  wrap 
himself  up  in  his  beloved  studies ;  and  Rudly,  the  sportsman,  found 
the  territory  of  Falcon's- Nest  wide  enough  for  his  hunting  pro- 
clivities. 

Frederick  at  first  made  no  reply,  but  I  saw  from  his  deep 
blushes  that  he  wished  to  depart.  I  encouraged  him  to  speak ; 
he  then  confessed  that  he  very  much  wished  to  see  Europe  again ; 
and  his  young  brother,  whom  from  habit  we  still  called  "little 
Fritz,"  informed  us  that  he  would  very  willingly  accompany 
him. 

As  for  Miss  Jenny,  it  was  needless  to  question  her ;  the  young 
girl,  for  three  days,  had  dreamed  only  of  England.         * 

Thus  was  the  family  of  the  aged  pastor  dismembered ;  two  of 
our  sons  were  about  to  quit  us,  and  when  we  should  see  them 
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again  was  uncertain.  My  good  Elizabeth  yielded  reluctantly 
to  the  necessity;  she  was  a  mother;  she  sacrificed  herself 
to  the  future  of  her  sons,  and  for  all  her  objection  shed  bitter 
tears. 

Mr.  Wolston,  on  his  part,  likewise  sundered  his  family ;  retain- 
ing with  him  but  one  of  his  daughters,  while  the  other  continued 
her  route  to  New  Holland. 

These  family  arrangements  were  painful ;  but  as  soon  as  they 
were  decided  upon,  I  hastened  to  bring  them  before  the  captain  of 
the  Unicorn^  without  whose  consent  they  could  not  be  carried  into 
execution. 

The  captain  agreed  with  sincere  pleasure  to  receive  on  board 
our  three  passengers. 

"  I  give  up  to  you  three  persons,"  he  remarked :  "  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wolston,  and  one  of  their  daughters ;  I  take  three  in  their  places ; 
so  that  my  quota  remains  unaltered." 

The  Unicorn  remained  at  anchor  another  week,  which  we 
employed  in  preparing  the  cargo  that  was  to  make  the  fortune 
of  our  voyagers  on  their  arrival  in  Europe.  All  the  treasures 
we  had  collected — pearls,  ivory,  spices,  furs,  and  other  rare  pro- 
ducts— were  packed  up  and  sent  on  board  the  ship,  which  we 
likewise  provided  with  fresh  supplies  of  fruit,  and  fresh  and  salt 
meats. 

On  the  eve  of  the  day  of  parting,  and  after  exhausting  in  one 
final  conversation — not  the  grief  with  which  our  hearts  were  over- 
whelmed at  the  thought  of  a  separation  which,  alas !  might  be 
eternal,  but  all  that  my  restless  affection  and  experience  could 
suggest  as  calculated  to  enlighten  and  warn  my  sons  respecting  the 
perils  of  their  new  career — I  placed  in  Frederick's  hands  the  manu- 
script containing  the  story  of  our  shipwreck  and  our  establishment 
on  these  desert  coasts ;  I  gave  him  express  injunctions  to  publish 
it  at  the  earliest  opportunity ;  and  this  desire  on  my  part,  free 
from  all  feelings  of  vanity  or  love  of  renown,  had  no  other  object 
or  hope  than  that  the  work  might  prove  of  utility,  by  furnishing 
the  young  with  lessons  of  morality,  from  the  patience,  courage, 
and  perseverance  a  Christian  family,  in  humble  resignation  to  the 
will  of  Providence,  had  exhibited  for  upwards  of  ten  years  under 
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veiy  remarkable  conditions.  May  a  father's  heart,  some  day, 
derive  encouragement  from  the  manner  in  which  we  supported 
our  many  sorrows — sorrows  of  no  ordinary  kind  I  And,  above  all, 
may  the  young  learn  from  this  narrative  of  our  labours  and  our 
enterprises  of  what  high  value  a  varied  knowledge,  however 
acquired,  may  prove  to  him  who  possesses  it,  and  who  has  not 
allowed  himself  to  be  diverted  from  the  pursuit  of  informa- 
tion by  the  absurd  question :  "  Of  what  use  will  this  be  to 
me?" 

I  have  not  written  this  plain  story  as  elegantly  as  a  man  of 
letters  would  have  written  it,  and  all  ray  remarks  may  not  be 
theoretically  correct ;  because  we  were  placed  in  a  wholly  excep- 
tional position,  and  were  compelled  to  do  what  we  could  with  the 
resources  at  our  disposal.  But  it  seems  to  me  three  things  proved 
of  special  importance  to  us  in  our  manifold  enterprises :  first,  an 
implicit  submission  to  the  will  of  God ;  second,  a  determined 
resolution,  which  did  not  flinch  before  any  difficulty ;  and,  lastly, 
a  constant  exercise  of  all  the  intelligence,  strength,  and  sagacity 
with  which  Nature  had  endowed  us. 

None  of  us  slept  on  that  last  memorable  night. 

At  daybreak,  a  gun  from  the  ship  summoned  every  one  on 
board.  We  conducted  our  children  to  the  shore,  where  they  re- 
ceived our  last  blessings,  our  last  farewells ;  then  they  embarked 
aboard  the  vessel ;  the  anchors  were  raised,  the  sails  unfurled,  the 
flag  hoisted  at  the  mainmast-head,  and  a  fresh  wind  bore  afar  from 
us  our  children ! 

I  will  not  attempt  to  paint  my  dear  Elizabeth's  sorrow ;  it  was 
a  mother's  grief,  silent  but  profound :  as  long  as  she  could  per- 
ceive the  ship  which  carried  away  her  children,  she  remained  upon 
the  shore,  to  weep  and  pray.  My  sons,  Rudly  and  Ernest,  wept 
also  as  the  sails  of  the  vessel  disappeared.  As  for  myself,  con- 
cealing in  my  heart  the  bitter  anguish  I  suffered,  and  affecting  a 
courage  which  I  did  not  really  feel,  I  took  my  wife  by  the  hand, 
and  led  her  from  the  mournful  scene :  we  re-entered  our  abode — 
oh,  how  desolate,  how  melancholy  it  looked  I 

I  am  hastily  writing  this  closing  page,  while  the  captain's  boat 
is  detained  on  shore  by  some  final  arrangements.     In  an  hour  it 
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